
The Associate Director 11/4/76

Legal Counsel

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEES ON ASSASSINATIONS

PURPOSE:

• To advise of receipt of a letter addressed to the 
Attorney General dated 11/2/76 (copy attached), from Chairaan 
of captonned Committee, for review of FBI files and Department 
of Justice fUes concerning the assassinatinns of President 
John F. Kennedy (JFK) and Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).

DETAILS: ■

Chaitaut Thomas fowling by letter dated 11/2/^76, 
addressed to the Attorney General, requested, inter alia, access 
to FBI and Department of Justice fUes concernnng the FBI's in- 
vistiittion into the assassinations of JFK and MLK. Additionally, 
they asked for an itemization of all such taerial in the pos­
session of either the Department or the FBI .that may have been 
transferred to another individual or agency"and„a' summary of 
both ievistigatiens. C .
' ' : As to teeir access t:o FBI fUes, it is believed they 
should be granted access to the same extent that the Senate 
Select Commttee on Intellieenci Accivitees was granted. This 
positoon is consistent with what we lederstaId has been in 
Departmental discussions with the Committee ciecer•e^ng this 
matter. Such access would include iiletions'or excisoons of 
mteiitl which might discoose iniomtets, Sinsitive sources or 
methods and involve obtaining thri-tieenCy 'clearance.

r As to the portions of the request including an
. ieeiizttion of the material in the FBI's possession, it is
beHoved that thi.s particular topic should be discussed wi^ 
represeet:ttVes8 of the Commttee so that an understanding as to 
the needs of the Comd^ee and the ability of the Bureau to 
comply can be met. .;._ . , . ’
Enclosure . . A '

CP- Mr. Gallagher - Enc. ’
1 - Mr. Leaaitt - Enc. ‘•'■' _
1 — Mr. Mhtz - Enc. ^ < ■: RECOMMEODATOONS - OVER
2 - Mr. Daly - Enc.

PVDlad • ‘
(6) , . .
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Legal Counsel to the Associate Director 
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEES ON ASSASSINATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) That the General Investigative Division in 
coordination with the Intellignnce Division furnish their 
comments as to Commttee access to FBI files.

(2) That the Office of Conngeesional Affairs in 
coordination with the General Investigative and Intlllieencl 
Divisions furnish a response to the Department concerning access 
to the fiees requested including a recommendatonn for a meeting 
with staff members to dear up questions they might have.

| (3) That the Intlllieencl and General Investigative
Divisoons designate a supervisor to be a contact point for 
responses to Committee requests and advise Office of Congressional 
Affairs, Legal Counsel Division, * '
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OFFICE OF 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Legislative Affairs

November 3, 1976
1 i

To Paul Daly
From: Mike Uhlmiann

regarding 
attention.

Please send your recommendatonn 
President Kennedy’s files to my

■

i

4 I
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= 3341 HOUSE OFF-IKE: BUILDING. ANNEX2

Washintoon. D.C. 20515

November 2, 1976

NOV 319'75

Honorable Edward Lev^L/V
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice ■ .
Waashngton, D. C.

Dear Mr. Attorney Genneal: ‘ •

The House Seeect Comittee on Assassinations is intereseed 
in exsminigg all the eeSerial relating to the assassinations of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr., which 
is in the possession or control of the Department of Justice and 
the Federal Bureau of Invest!gatwn. •

The Committee is also intereseed in obtsining an ideeizstion 
of all such maaerial that has been in the possession of either the 

, Department of Justice or the Federal Bureau of Investigate but 
«which has been turned over to any other individual or agency..

We are most interested in iemediatdly obtaining a summary 
report of the investigations of both assassinations which has been 
prepared by either the Department of Justice or -the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. ‘

manner

. I .am 
' t

will appreciate it if you will advise,me,of the most dxpeditious 
for the staff of my Conmettdd to gain access to those files.

shall look forward to hearing from you. With kindest regards.

Sincerely

Thomas N. Downvfc OF LEnSlABYE affairs 
^naimunChaiman

FED. BU’.'ar>NV.
TOD/ca .

11

DEPARfMENrtfJSTwF'R

NOV 3 1976

O.R.O.M
R 
D

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

FED. BU. or JNV,
'wwwwwwr
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The Associate Director 9/22/76

Legal Counsel

HOUSE RESOLUTION 1540 $ 1^

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of
the passage of H„Res.1540 establishirg a select committee 
to investigate and study the cirummsazmces surrounding the 
deaths of John F. Kennedy and .Matin Luther King, Jr.

DETAILS; ' .

Attached hereto is a copy of ,H.Rvs.1540. On 
September 15, 1976, the House Rules Committee reported out 
H.Res.1540 creating a select committee to conduct an 
investigation and study of circumstances surrounding the 
death of John F» Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and of any others the select committee sha^
determine. ;?

On September 17, 1976, this mtter came up °n
the House calendar for debate. This resolution creates a , 
committee of twelve meters of the House of Represe-ntatVvss 
t:o be appointed by the Speaker and is authorized/apd directed 
t:o conduct a full and •compete investigatiin^iiVi’ the deaths 
Of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr^^nd Of any 
others the select committee shall determine.. This commttee 
is funded in the amount of $250,000 to be used for organi­
zational purposes and setting up of its staff and has been 
directed to report as soon as practicable during the present 
Congress the results of its investigation and study. This 
rvsilction was passed by vote of 280 to 65, With 84 members 
not voting.

DOGdsr (10)

CONTINUED * OVER
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Legal Counsel to the Associate Director Nono' ■ . ' ■
RE: R.RES.1540

There is no mention in the resolutOon that the 
Comittee plans to review FEI documents regarding th© 
assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin LnChor King, Jr.

RECOHMENDATION3:

The Office of Congressional Affairs, Legal Counsel 
Division, will follow the activities of this Compttee in 
the event that the. Comittee decides to review the investi­
gation conducted into these two assassinations by the FBI.

, -2-

i
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House Calendar No. 468

94=“ h. RES. 1540 s";.r
10‘ttltt.'l/ffiMlhlfo',. . . — ‘Hit Minn?

. . . . [Report No. 94-1566] .
•-a't and jaMa*)' hi a 'Huh. mi • hum,*' .r nod! hopo'Zoi]

•vr of hus ^‘hKvJ ib^ Md <o .''rrin'b’; ^bio J*^>ri if 
. IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

■ vdouiU'.'i O'r:'.mb- II.. M.". M.- ' • MJ.'1, v- ; ' .THitp “ 
September 14,1976

Mr.’Gonzalez (for himself, Mr. Downing of-Virginia, and Mf. Fauntroy) 
submitted! the .following resolution; which was referred to the Commttee 

• f • on Rudes u • .:;‘’’‘-'Ji'.’ .’vn'Kino |''KW> <>
September 15,1976

w'th Referral to the House Calendar and entered to be printed A nj

zi wioU dh 7nr, KHi II

j^wm RESOLUTION "I

I

' " 1 nn’n NMedl, That there is hereby' created a select commit- 

h 2’ 't'ee'to'be'composed of twelve Members’# the House of Rep-

3 -resentatives to be appointed by the Speaker, one of whom 

84" he shah'designate as chairman. Any vacancy* occurring in 

5°’the membership of the select committee shall be fitted in the 

' 6 kame manner in which the original appointment was We. 

-n') 'H;mThe select'committee is'authorized and directed to con­

-8 ‘duct a full and complete investigation and study of the cir-

9 fcumis'tances surroundmg the death of John F. Kennedy and 

10 the death of Martin Luther Sang, Junior, and'of any others 

11 the select committee shall determ'nie. V^- ‘ '’"P11*! ’’^ ’7

> , 12 • = ' ' For the purpose of carrying out .this resolution the select .

ni i house «rr>H mullo is
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3 1 committee, or any subcommittee thereof authorized by the

q S select committee, to hold hearings, is authorized to sit and

13 act during the present Congress at such times and places

4 within the United States,' including any Commonwealth or ’
;';Ej ’ U'.•, 1 ' ij ,(,’ ’ 1 ;l 1 .
"] 5 possession thereof, whether the House is in session, has ire­

; ***** « t-f st- --- *«--<«f * -• i* "S* '« »
' 6 cessed, or has adjourned, to hold wh hearings, and to rc-

7 quire, by subpeim or otherwise, the attendance and testimony 

, 8 - of,such whiles and the production of such books, records, 

9 corresponennee, memorandums, papers, and documrnts as it

J 10 deems nrnrssai•y; except that neither the ^fect committee

, 11 nor any subcommittee thereof may sit while the House is

' 12 meeting under the five-mmute rale unless special leave to sit

' 13, shall have been obtained from the House. The chairman of

’ 14 Uhe select committee may establish such subcommittees of the

15 ; select committee as he considers appropriate. A majority of 

* 16 the members of the select committee shall constitute a quorum

1, 7. for the transaction of business, except that the select com- 

;18 mittee may designate a lesser number as a quorum for the 

19, purpose of taking testimony. The select committee may cm-

20 ploy and fix the compensatm of such clerks, experts, con- 

21, sultants, technicians, attorneys, investigateis;, and nlrrinal and 

22, stenographic assistants as it considers nrnrssary to carry out 

23 the purpoees of this resolution. The select committee may re- 

24 imbuse the members of its staff for travel, subsistence, and s 1 1 t' , 1 1

25 oditf necessary expenses incurred by flam in tho perform-
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3

1 ance of the duties vested in the select committee, other than

2 expenses in connection with meetings of the select commit-

3 tee or any subcommittee thereof held in the District of

4 Columbia. Subpenas may be issued under the signature of 

5 the chairman of the select committee or any member of the

6 select committee desiglattea by him, and may be served by

7 any person designated by such chainnan or member.

8 The select committee shall, report to the House as soon

, 9 as praeticaWe during the present Congress, the resets of its
'1 0 inyestigaiion and study, together with such recommendations 

11 as it deems advisable. Any such report which is made when

_ 12 the House is not in session, shall be filed with the Clerk of

i : 13 the House
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. D-’x.^H. RES. 1540
[Report No. 94-1566]

? RESOLUTION
- Creating a select committee to conduct an in- 
£ vestigation and study of the ciicmms'iances 
Z surrounding the deathofJohn ^
:. and the death of Martin Luther King, Jun- 
= ior, and of any others the select committal 
- shall determine.

,By Mr. Gonzalsz, Mx-. Downing of Virginia, 
i: andMr.FAVNROQY

2^ _  > September 14,1976
• -- Referred to the Committee on Rules
; " . September 15,1976
veered to the House Calendar and ordered to be 
: printed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. 1 - Mr. J. G.
^- Mr. J. S.

CLEAR TELETYPE

1 - Mr. P. V. 
FM DIRECTOR .

Deggan 
Redman 
^ROUTINE

Daly _
9/27/76

TO MEMPHIS . 1 - Mr. J. D. Maurice

BT - ' ) ■

CLEAR ' "

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASS1NATOONS. (DR. MARTIN LUTHER-
KIOG’ JR) - - . fl/w

REURiEL 9/22/76, ABOVE CAPTION. ~ MC^r;/--
. NO CONTACT HAS AS YET BEEN MADE WITH FBIHQ BY THE 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE LOOKING INTO THE KING ASSASSINATE. 

ANY REQUEST'S OR PERTINENT INFORMATION RECEIVED BY FBIHQ 

INVOLVING THE_ MEMPHIS OFFICE, WILL BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED TO 

YOU. ,

SHOULD ANY REQUEST’S BE RECEIVED BY MEMPHIS FROM CAPTIONED 

COfiffTTEE, SUCH REQUEST’S SHOULD BE RESPONDED TO BY INFORMING 

THE COMMITTEE TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS, 

LEGAL COUNSEL DOTSON, FBIHQ. YOU SHOULD ALSO PROMPTLY 

NOTIFY FBIHQ OF ANY SUCH REQUESTS. ' . , -

bt . ’

JDMslek
(6)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO . .
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PAGE TWO

NOTE-* '

Memphis teletype 9/22/76 advised of news media 
stories indicating the recently created House Select 
Coimittee to investigate the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luthier King, Jr. intends to hold hearings iiieddatelt 
after the forthcoming presidential election. Memhis 
anticipaees hearings will be held by the comnittee in 
Memphis and comaittee staff members will contact the 
Memphis office. Memphis requested to be furniihhed sieeific 
instructions as to what action should be taken in the event 
FBI personnel are subpoenaed, ateemits are made to review 
FBI fUes or efforts are made to interveew FBI persone!. 
Above response coordinated With Unt Clief Paul V. Daly, 
Office of Congressional Affairs.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1^'

F?^^

-MtOOWl E^IEiZ ’

-RR^Q.'A .

DOL' / '•>
:fR /222 H5Z 

FM MEMPH

ST 6

■ (66-2157) CAT

to"'D-pEcCTMcjRoUTJ^ ’/
Br<\'

• CLEAR-'"-/

'ATTNJ CIVIL/R'IGHTS.DIVIsIcn

■ HOUSE SELECT-COMMiTlX ON. ASSaSSINATINNS (DR 

/ KING, JR.) ■

.;>

nA?TIN1U1T!EER ■.

■ ?THE BUREAU WILL NOTE,; THAT MEMPHIVhaS O^^ . '

^ CAPTIONS) AS ABOVE, IN WHICH ToLHANDLE ALL .CORRESPONDENCE

.REGARD!NG.THE HOUSE .SELECT' -COMMITTEE- ON ASSASSINATIONS. '

\ STORIES, APPEARING,IN THE/'NEWS^ . . 'C

committee: intends to;holDt.Hearings .immediately after theJc .

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN .NOVEMBER, 1976. IT- IS. INTJGIIATDD J 

HEAR! NGS'WILL-. EE'HELD .BY THEf COMMUTEECA^ MEMPHIS. SI BCE IT 

CWjll:be expected . tHat > staff-Wmders .from th^cOmmitteemhllo '

J CONTACT THE/MEMPW OFFICE-FIR'WO,^ - IN'VEGTI AATW, OF

"JTHE.. KING?MuU(DER,, IT IG REQUESTED: THAT THE^ BUREAU FURNISH, '

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE ;
‘ Sp JOSEPH MAuR/cE iSO Cood^WG , 

And^AnD'ING^^



. PAGE .TWO • ' ME 66.-2197 ’ . ’

MEMPHIS -OFFICE WITH SPECIFIC INSTRfeTI WS AS TO WHAT TCIE 

' TOX.TAKEOr iN^^^ FBI PERSONNEL- ARE S!W«AEDs 10 THE

- EVENT ATTEMPTS ARE’ MADE to REVIEW PRI' FILES, IN the. EVENT

EFFORTS ARE MADE TO -INTERVIEW FBI PERSONNEL, OP OTHERWISE

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN INFO AVaILAELF' TO' THE MEMPHIS OFFICE, '

• . ' ; THIS CASE WAS DIRECTED DURING THE First FFW DAYS BY „CW 

, = RETIRED ' INSPECT^' JCE SULLIVANL ■ ON THE-DAY HAY'S CAS WAS LO­

CATED AT ATLANTA, ■ INSPECTOR SULLIVAN LEFT MEMPHIS AND VENT

TO THE ATLANTA OFFICE WHERE HE REMANO WIL he WAS GIVEN

A NEW ASSIGNMENT. THE SAC AT MEMPHS, ROBERT-'.JANSEN, YOU- .

RETIRED BUT' STILL RESIDING IN-MEMPHIS', • TOOK. CHARGE -OF THE' ' ■ • 

. INVESTIGATION AT MEMPHIS. THE CAST ACES, SA JOE C. HESTER, 

■ IS STILL IN THE MEMPHIS'Office, and MAY'well BE-ConSDREDD BY

• TIE COMMITTEE FOR 4 SUPBOENA. . . J

' . DUE TO THE PASSAGE OF FIGHT YEARS' SINCE THE KING MURDER

' AND DUE. TITHE MANY DIFFERENT PHASES, Of' THE INVESTIGATION.'

IT WOULD BE NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE-FOR ANY ONE INDIVIDUAL TO..

■ TESTIFY KICMLEDGEASL.Y RE TIIS.INVESTIGAJICN. - .IN THE EVENt'

• THS DEPARTMENT -INSTRUCTS THAT FBI PERSONNEL' ARE TO SUBMIT'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



■ "PAGE'tHREE>, ME'66-2W^ ; ■ \ ’

TO'INTERVIEWS BY’ MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE STAFF, IT 19 

SUGGESTED THAT THE ATTORNEY ' GENERAL SHOULD SQUIRE THE 

SWISSION OF WRITTEN QUESUfflO^L ENOUGH IN .ADVANCE TO ' 

■ ALLN TME FOR RESEARCH BEFORE ANY ATTEMPT IS MADE TO- ANsiSE.' '

QUESTIONS. , . ■ ' o ' . .

IN THE'EVENT THE MEMPHIS OFFICE IS CONTACTED ' DY MEMBERS ’ 

. OF THE COMMITTEE OR BY STAFF.MEMBERS OF .THE COMMITTEE, NO ' 

■ INFO WILL BE FURNJHEDD TO THEM WITHOUT THE SPECIFIC PERMISSION’ 

OF THS BUREAU AND THE CONTACTING INDIVIDUAL HILL BE' SO . ‘

ADVISED^ ‘ A ' ■ . '

BT
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- SUPPLEMENT TO THE
DAILY PRESS SUMMARY FOR THE DIRECTOR

PREPARED BY 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1976

TODAYS LATE NEWS

» ' • PAGE

ASSASSINATONN INQUIRIES‘ WNWM»raM«inakMMMnMiWM>naMM.WnnMMlBaiM

' ■ Los Angeles Timos, Page 6: 1

House Comdttee on Assassinations plains to start 
investigations of John F. Kennedy and Matin Luther 
King, Jr., murders.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A-ii. I

Gen* :~

It !i r ’ f I I » f I ant> ® 

liil«!i.

te'jrruK y „.,_ 
L. ;, ! Cm.’, 
Pion. AC il.„ 

R-'- Me’. -

Sfoc', In.. ._ ......
Training ....,.,_ 

T«!phone- ........... .
Dir for t'c'y--

An ;.U:;n;i teat S.-K would "more then likely' o; («x 
revival of the committee. ,

Downing said that the committee investigation woud 
Dike teem in order. Kennedy first and then W"' Dat 
Walter D. Fauntro , d f noac-teg Di-ted of Columba* 
delegate to the Hm^e, said he ptemed to push .or jirnur- 
taicous investigations using<^raUnslAcemn’>tte^

Neither Downing per Fauntroy would dtcuss in detail 
;he evince they hoped the mvetegatoin would dev^?. 
But Fauntrov contemcd that motion picture wmcwo- 
ducer Abby Mann would be a values' in the King phase 
of tee investigation. .,

Mann. who is wiling on a te!e™on film on Kmgfs 
Jifc. told Fauntroy he had escovcicd that a Memphis de- 
tectee who had been assigned as a bodyguard for King 
was puled off the .nob shortly before the civil rights lead- 
.erwaskiltai.

The Washington Post.___—.— 
Washington Star-News „„,„,.....— 
Daily News (New York) __,,........ 
The New York Times nimAw s ■ 
The Wall Street Journal .-,._....;.....—. 
The National Observer _..,.....,... 
The Los Angeles Tines_.I^7__

SEP 2 X®76 
Date

it

Foi/ooj
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Memorandum to me Associate v»*ww*
Re: The Congressknal Record . ,

• HOUSE - continued

Interstate Horseracing Act of 1976 ’

Pages H10690-H10700 and H10719. The House passed .
H.R. 14071, to reguUie interstate commerce with respect to parimutuel (
wagering on horseracing, to maintain toe stability of the horseiaciiig 
industry, and for other purposes. The text ofthe bill, as passed, is set 
forth in the Record.

Administration of Nation! Park System

Pages H10707-H10710 and H10721-H17722. The House passed 
H.R. 11887, to amend the act approved August 18, 1870, providing for 
improvement in the admioistratipn of the National Park System by the 
Secretary of the Interior and clarify01g authorities applicable to the 
National Park System. Subsequently, this actta was vacated and S. 3430, 

. a similar Senate-passed bill, was passed in lieu after being amendedto 
contain the tanguage of the House bill as passed. The measure now goes 
back to the Senate for further action. During the discussion on Uns 
measure, Congressman Sidney R. Yates (IlHnois) asked, ’Does the FBI , 
have )urSsdictioo for eoterlng park property in Ue even of a feoony?”

■ Congressman Roy A. Taylor (North Carolina) answered in the affirmative. 
congressionalRecord 8/w/76.

Select Committee on AssasslnatioIss ,

■ ■ PageH10723. Coogressmao Richard Boning (Missouri)
’ ■ • requested unanimous consent that the Speaker be authorized to appoint 

the delegate from the District of Columbia as one of the members of the - 
Select Commtttoe on Assassnarttons. Such was agreed to. The Speaker 
appointed the following as members of this Select Commtteee:

* .Thomas N. Downing (Virgnita) chairman; Henry B. Gonzalez (Texas);
Ri.char'dson Preyer (North Carolina); Louis Stokes (Ohio); Walter E. Fauntroy 
(District of Columbta); Yvonne Brathwaite Burke (Californaa);

. Christopher J. Dodd (Connecticut); Harold E. Ford (Tenoennee);
Samuel L. Devine (Ohio); Burt L. Talcott (Californta); Stewart B. McKenney 
(Connecticut); and Charts Thone (Nebraska). -

Right To Privaee Records Act . "

. Pages H11747-K10788. Coogr•esnmao Edward I. Koch
(New York) spoke coocernlng leginaltion he and Coogresnmao Barry M.

k

- 3 - CONTINUED - OVER
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The Associate Director 9-20-76

Legal Counsel _

THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD . >
SEPTEMBER 17, 1976

SENATE

Congressiojad Cemetery ■

Pages S16059-S16060. The Senate passed without amendment - 
and sent to the House S. 3441, authorizing the Architect of the Capitol 
to maintain for 2 years certain historical section of the Congressional 
Cemetery, Washington, D.C., and to provide a study with a view to its 
permanent maintenance. (Mi*. Hoover is interned in this cemetery.)

Records Management - Federal Agencies

Page S16070. Senator Abraham Ribicoff (Connecticut) 
announced that the Senate Committee on Government Operattons will hold 
a mark up session on September 22, 1976, on various pieces of legislator!, 
including H. R. 13828, the Federal Records Management Ac, which would 
strengthen the authority of the Administrator of General Services with 
respect to records management by Federal agencies.

Freedom Of The Press

Pages S16075-S16077. Senator William Proxmire (Wisconsin) 
spoke concerning Daniel Schorr’s appearance before the House Ethics

... •,Committee and freedom of the press. Ke pointed out that, ‘The freedom 
of the press can be abused by individual reports, paper's, magazines, 

;broadcasters, or broadcasting stations. Sure it can. But with competition —

1-Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1-Mr. 

/V-Mr. 
(p- Mr.
vcs/bjc
(18)

Adams 
McDermott - enclosure 
Decker - enclosure 
Fehl - enclosure 
Gallagher - enclosure

1 - Mr. Leavitt - enclosure
1 - Mr. Long - enclosure *
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt - enclosure
1 - Mr. Mintz - enclosure
1 - Mr. Daly - enclosure^

CONTINUED - OVER

hy
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Memormdum to Jie Associate Director T ’' ' . .
Re: The Congressional Record

. .SENATE..- continued

-- there is little or no danger of all elements of the press formn^ a, 
clique or cabal to take over the Government or—md most important—to 
deceive the citizens, their customers. As long as the Government is kept 

. from the neck of the press by the first amendment, the public shall be 
informed. " Mr. Proxmire inserted in the Record Mr. Schorr’s statement 
before the Ethi.cs Committee and several news items.

Government Economy And Spending Reform Act of 1976 .

. Pages S16095-S16096. Senator John Glenn (Ohio) placed in 1.
the Recor’d an article prepared by Semaor Edmund Muskie (Maine) entitled - 
"Effective Government: Our Next Big Challenge" which appeared in the _

• Policy Forum of the April 3 National Journal.* Mr. Glenn cited S. 2925, 
the Government Economy and Spending Reform Act of 1976, that he, 
Mr. Muskie and other’s cosponsored. Mr. Glenn advi.sed that he was 
including Mr. Muskie’s article in order to acquaint Member’s with the 
necessity for, and mpiccaUois of S. 2925.

Confirmations .

. PageS16142. The. Senate confirmed the following Executtve
nominatooim: Frank J. Violanti, of Iliinois, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
District of the Canal Zone; Thomas A. Grace, Jr., of LouSstalai, to be 
U.S. Marshal for the ^Middle District of Louisanna; Peter T. Fay, of 
Florida, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit; and to be U.S. 
District Judges -- Sidney M. Aronovitz, of Florida, for the Smiths 
District; W. Eugene Davis, of Louisiana,, for the Western District; and 
Glen M. Wiliams, of Virginia, for the Western District.

Adjournment: Unntl Monday, September 20, 1976, at .
12 noon. - •

HOUSE

Select Committee To Investigate Deaths Of Ktantdy, King And Other’s

Pages H10356-H10366. The House agreed to H. Res. 1540, 
creating a select committee to conduct an investigation and study of the 
circumstances surrom'dag the deaths of John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and of any others the select commtttee shall

2 CONTINUED - OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memoranda to The Associate Director
Re: The Congressional Record

. HOUSE - continued

determine. During the dlscussoon on this resolute reference is made to 
the destruction of a ihreatening note received by the Dallas Office shorty 
before President Kennedy’s murder, the use of Jack Ruby as an FBI 
informant and the withholdn^ from the Warren Commi^on of certab 
tapes of conversatoon between Michael and Ruth Paine, close frtends of 
Oswald. Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy (District of Columbia) pointed out 
that, ’What the Senate Select Committee on Ioitliigenct has documented 

. about the shameful conduct of the FBI with respect to Dr. King is ctralinty
enough to convince ail of us that the responsive thing for the Congress to 
do is to undertake this investigalion, resolve any Engering doubts; and help 
restore confidence in our Government. ” Congresswoman Patsy T. Mink 
(Hawaii) spokeln support of this resolution. She stated, ’The recent .
disclosure of J. Edgar Hoovers now infamous COINTEL PRO memos 
outllots a nationwide program to ’expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit, 
or otherwise neutralize the activities’ of orgaoi2ailions and Inders who did 
not share Mr. Hoover’S political phnosophy. And yet, I would remind my

s colleagues, that the investi!ailions of the assassinalions of President John F. 
Kennedy, Senator Robert F. Kennedy, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
were dependent upon information gathered under the directon of the very 
same J. Edgar Hoover*. -— The recent sysirmatic vlo^Hois? of the 
Coostitution, Federal, State, and local laws by the FBI, CIA, and other 
agencies, nrcessitates the direct intervention of this honorable body m 
order to determine if all facts have been brought to light. ” A defatted 
memorandum is being prepared on this matter.

-------  - Adjournment: Until Monday, September 20, 1976, at
12 noon. , , '

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

. Free Press *

| Pages E5097-E5099. Congressman H. John Heinz III
(Pennsylvania) extended his remarks concerning DaVV Schorr’s appeai-mce 
before the Ethics Committee and the possibility of Mr. Schorr being cited 
for contempt for his refusal to reveal his source of a report by the 

■ Select Committee on Intellieence. He stated, "I was encouraged thread 
in this morning’s paper that 'a majority of the members who serve on the 
Ethics Committee will oppose reportkg a contempt resolution against 
Mr. Schorr to the full Houses. I deeply hope this remains the committees

3 'CONTINUED-OVER
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Memorandimi to The Asnncatte Director *
Re: The Congressional Record .

-EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS - continued

- Sna Eos1!1™ _wh.en all.the v°te3 are counted. If a contempt rtt°lution*eachRhe ^”5? .however, I win ask my colleagues to join me in 
wagns V1?^ f^t against its passage. ” Mr. HetnZ inserted in the 

- Record the text of the letter 36 Member’s sent to the Committee Chairman 
regarZ?^^ matter? a factsheet °n the Newspaper Guild's activities £ supmetfSc^™ f?^ amendment rights, the text of a statement by Guild prtslcitrt Charies Perlik, and several letters and telegram’ 

eXpepS c°nceI‘n over the consequences this episode may have for a

Communist Front Grows

m Pages E5103-E5105. Congressman Larry McDonald (Georgia) 
extendi his remarks concerning the Institute for Policy Studies (nG 
E”0^?Jo^Ahat it,?3 a ccnsortim of Marxists New Leftists working for 
the df® ruction of the existing American society and imposithm of a new 

' revoluHonaiy system. He went on to discuss various activity of this 
or?a^at;?n- -Mr? 4McDonaW pointed out that the FBI has been harshly criSSleMfS^s nte•tst ?. IPS He continued, ’Ignorant bureaucrats 
^2SttdJ° defend the 1nventiga1irn, although clearly vast amounts of 
tini”!mwiU °n?he ™’S connections with foreign terrors, domestic ttrrorstt, and h°stlle Communist governments was available. ”

Foreign Intelligence Surveilannce Act

.__ xPage’ E5122-E5123. Congressman Robert F. Driim
^“^ points out that, "Althoigh two committees of the Senate

• lavs mofed and ^provedJhe Foreign Irtel1igrnce Surveillmee Act of i^^^IS* 3197 and PR 12750), the °pponition to the bill c°rtinuen to
■ SEvAi Atmore c1*12^.and °rHarizations have the ^portunity to study 

Jhis!biilal(d ^ect UE°n1ts implicatiois^, a large number are °pp°s1rg 1t. ” 
He toclided an ^tor?! from the September 13 issue of the Los Angdg’ 
Tmf tI^ a1 artc:e’by Judith Miller which appeared ir the October 1nnue 
”f *he proHresswe• Mr. Drum advised that these two Items examtoe this 
subject wth aj^a1 eye and conclude that, d^pite the actioM°f the t 
Senate committees, 1t 1s still seriously dtf1citrt. -
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARITIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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NOTE: Reference is made to my memorandum dated 
2/17/76, which enclosed a United Press 

'InternatOonal article and my memoranUum dated 
3/2/76, containtog a newspaper article from "Newsday" 
both of which pertain to Memphis Detective Edward 
Redddtt.

■Enclosed is a copy of a "Washington Post" 
article dated .9/18/76, captioned "House Votes 280-65 .
to Probe Kennedy, King hssassinatoons.H

The foioownng eeatdial i.s enclosed relative 
to Reeddtt and the freemen mentioned in the "Washington 
Post" article: A copy, of a memoranUmra fo<m Stephen 
J. Pollak, Assistant Attonney General, Civil Rights 1
Division, to the Director, FBI-, .dated 9/23/68; a copy 1 
of a leteereead memoranUmrn (LHM) from the Memphis Office 
of the FBI dated 11/21/68, which was previously furnirhed 
to the CRD on 11/27/68. A copy of an LHM foom the Atlanta 
Office of the FBI dated 1/31/^69, which was previously 
furnished to the CRD on 2/3/69.

Also, for your information, our fiees reflect 
that on 1/31/69, Lt. E. H. Arkin, Intdllidincd Unnt, 
Memphis Police Department (P^), advised that the Memphis 
PD does not maintain any officers on a "walking beat" 
other than on special occasion and that .foom a review of 
the Memphis PD records, he ascertained that there were no 
Memphis .police officers assigned to a "walking beat" in 
Memphis on the day Dr. King was kiieed.

Also enclosed for your inoomatoon is a copy of an 
interview of Rev. James M. Lawson, Jr., on 2/11/69, at 
Memphrs, Tennessee.

The above inoomtation has been .fuJniireed to Office 
of Professional Reesponibility Task Force, U. S. Department 
of Justi.ce, which offcce is presently. reveewing the FBI 
investigates of Dr. King. J

2
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Mr. Gallagher

J. S. Peelman

MUmN

, 9/22/76
1 - Mr. Held
1 - Mr. Adams
1 -Mr. Gallagher
1 - Mr. O’Connnei
1 - Mr. Peelman
1 - Mr. Helterhoff
1 - Mr. Ingrm
1 - Mr. Mintz
1 - Mr. Aldhizer

PURPOSE:: To advise that the Task Force Leader of the Office 
of Professional Ressposibblity, U. S. Department of 

Justice (USD, which office is presently reviewing the FBI 
investigation of Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr., was advised on 
9/22/^76, of the location of iniormrtinn in Bufile 44-38861, 
relative to the reported basis for a new House invsstigatinn 
of the assassinatonn of Dr. King. The Civvl Rights Division 
(CRD , USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of our previous 
investigative results. , *
SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassinatoon of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Eaal 
Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently its in local 
ciof0nemsnt. As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, the U. S. House of ReppesesOativss 
has created a select committee to investigate the assassinators 
of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Matin Luther King, Jr. • 
Reported basis for House inisitigation of Dr. King deals with 
the ordered removal of Edward Reeditt, Memphis Police Officer, 
from King security on day of his death due to the reported 
attempt on life of Reeddtt’s family. Order for his removal 
attrbbuted to Memphbs Pipe and Polbce Director Frank Hoiooman 
(retieed Special Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals 
with "sudden transfer" of two black freemen; including Floyd 
Newsum, from fire house across the street from mcoe! where 
King was shot. These rlSegrtions re removal of Reeddtt and 
the frrmmen previously investigated by FBI in 1968 and 
1969 and the pertinent results were furnished to the USDJ . 
On 9/22/^76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force Leader of the
HNH:bm (10)

44-38861 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memoranda to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

Office of Professional Reepoosibility, USDJ, which office -is 
presently reviewing the FBI inveptigatinn of Dr. King, was 
advised of the ^location of this information in Bufile 
44-38861. Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was aleeady 
aware of these allegations and had already looked into 
thiS mater. The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of 
our previous investigative results.
RECOMMENDATION: For information.

1 ' DETAILS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
- --------- Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled

; guilty to this murder and presently is in lLoirl confnnement.

J As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, an article in the "Washingonn Post. 
9/18/76, reported that the U. S. House of Reppesentatives nas 
created a select comittee to investigate the assassi.tati^on of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. M^tin Luther King, Jr. The 
reported basis for the House investigator of Dr- King deals 
with the ordered removal of Edward Reeditt, a Memphis Police 
Officer, foom the King security on the day of his death due to 

j a reported attempt on the lie of t^. R^d^tf
• The Oriei for his removal was attribueed to the Memphis Fire
j and Police Director, Frank HoHmman (reseed Specif Agent of 
’ the FBI). The reported basis also deals with the suddr 
" tratSi:ei■,' of two black ^emmen, including Floyd Newsum, fooma

fire;'*houpe aci■OPs the street foom the m.ooei where King was rot.

\ The aieegatoons re the removal of Redd^and th!
1 , fieimet were previously investigatei by the FBI m 1968 rd
s 1969 and tha pertinent results were furn.sshed to t;he Department.

2 DETAILS - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

i
J

!

‘J

You were advised in the J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 9/21/76, that the CRD would be advised 
of our previous investigative results and that the Task 
Force Leader of the Office of Professional Reepposibility, 
USDJ, which is presently reviewing the FBI investigation 
of Dr. King, would be advised of the location of this 
information in Budile 44-38861, the FBI civil rights 
assassination file. The Task Force has comm'lete access 
to 44-38861 in connection with its reviews

On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force 
Leader, was refereed to serials 5197, 5387, 5531, 5533, 
and 5557, of 44-38861, which reflect the information and 
our investigative results re the Reddit - -firmmen 
llleiltions.

Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was already 
aware of these aleeiations and had already looked into 
this mater.

The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76, 
of our previous investigate results.

3
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Mr. Gallagher

- J. S. Peehan

MU IRKIN
I ■

9/21/76
1 - Mr. Held
1 - Mr. Adams
1 - Mr. Gallagher
1 - Mr. O’Conneei
1 - Mr. Ppplman

Q) - Mr. Heeterhoff
1 - Mr. Ingram
1 - Mr. Mintz
1 - Mr. Aldhizer

purpose:: To advise that the U.S. House of Represennatives 
------------ has created a select co:mmttee to investigate 
the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The reported basis for tie House 
investigatinn re Dr. King was previously investigated by tie 
FBI in 1968 and 1969 and the results were furnished to the 
U. S. Department of Justice.

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr.
Marrin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. Jams Earl 

Ray pled ^ilty to this murder and presently is in leal 
confinement. As set forth in a J. S. Pulman to Mr. Gallagher 
memoranda dated 2/18/76, in February, 1976, I’NPwsdry," a 
Long Isaand, New York, newspaper reported that Ed Re^lt, the 
Meeihhs, Tennessee, City Detective guarding King was pulld ^rol 
his post hours before King was aesaeeinaPed and told the U.S. 
Secret Service had learned of a "contract1" on his.H- Rjwdtt, 
who protested his removal, reportedly had a "contingency pin 
to apprehend any King assassin. On 2/17/76, this articl 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department 
of Justice (USDJ), which, at that tie, had the FBI investigator 
of Dr. King under review, stating FBI was conducting no 
invrtigatln re this article unless shepificrlly requested by the 
CRD. Article in "Washington Poos," 9/18/76* (copy ataached) 
reported U. S. House of Representatvees created a select .
cO^llttPP to investigate assassinations of President Kennedy 
and Dr. King. Reported basis for House investigating 
Dr. King deals with ordered removal of Reeditt from King 
epccu?ity on day of his death due to reported attempt on 
lie of Reedies family. Order for his ^moval attribu^ 
to Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank Hollman (retmed

Enclosure
HNH:lrn (10) ' CONTINUED - OVER
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Memoranda to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

Speexal Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals with 
"sudden transfer" of two black freeman, including Floyd Newssum, 
from frehoouse across the street from eotel where King was 
shot. The FBI civil rights assassination investigative file 
(Budile 44-38861) reflects the CRD [furnished a memorandum dated 
9/23/68 cintaining results of -ineeiviews which J. Harold Flannery, 
Deputy Section Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with William

■ Sartor, a contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a reenter had
' been inquiring into eossible conspiracy to assassinaee Dr. King.
. Sartor furnshhed various information, including the "Cosa Nostra” 

or "Mafia" could be involved, Reeddtt was moved from 
assignment at fire station, and two Negro fieeecn were moved 
from the stationa day or two before the shooting. CRD requested 
FBI to ,,filiow out" all of Sartor's indicated leads. FBI 
investigaton -in 1968 reflects that upon iistruxtiois foom an 
Inseector of the Memphis Police Department (PD), Detective 
RReddtt removed foom guard duty due to information received foom 
Senator McCleelin's Senate Iivcstigiting Cirmnettee that a Negro 
detective was to be kiHed. Inspector belewed this another threat 

J against Reeddtt, who had been ereviidsly threatened, and removed 
Reeddtt for own protec^on. Memphis PD determined Negro freemin 
Floyd E. Newsum active in deeooiSrations by striknng sanitation 
workers and closely associated with black militants. Newsum 
transferred to insure safety for Officers Reeddtt and another offccer 
and to insure no information leaked to black militants. Another 
Negro freeman routinely reassigned due to manpower shortage. 
This invcstiiitiin by FBI reported -Ln Memphis leterheead memorandum 
(LHM) dated 11/21/68, disseminaeed to CRD 11/27/68, and by request 
also furnshhed to Office of Professional Reeponibility Task Force, 
U. S. Department of Justice, on 6/4/76, which Office is presently 
reviewing the FBI invcstigitiin of Dr. King. -

Buuile 44-38861 also reflects on 1/30/69 Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christaan Leadership Conference, 
advised that Rev. Jaimes Lawson told him two Negro freemen, assigned 

.to fire station across from King mooel, were moved leiviii fire 
station unmanned, and a Negro pilCeemai was moved foom beat of

l , King's eeiel. (LHM reeortini this furnsheed CRD 2/3/69). FBI
• investigitiin at Memphis PD refeeceed it had no officers assigned 

, to "walking beat" on day King killed. Rev. Lawson ineevviweed by 
FBI on 2/11/69 and stated Floyd E. Newsum and another Negro

2 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

fieenan were transfereed, and Detective Reeditt was 
removed from fire station, and these occurrences may 
have some signffiancee. This new select House Coi^ttee, 
to date, has made no requests of the FBI.
RECOMMENDATION: For information. The CRD is being advised 
-------------------------- and the Task Force Leader of the Office of 
Professional Redsoosibility, U. S. Department of Justice, 
presenniy reviewing the FBI investigation of Di. King will 
be advised of the location of this information in Bufile 
44-38861.

< DETAILS: This case pertains to the assassinatnon of Dr. Maxrtin
I ------------ Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled ^ilt*
' to this murder and presently is in local cnnfnneeent in Tennessee.

As set forth fin a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 2/18/76, a United Press International Wire 
Service article dated 2/14/76, stated the foU^ing:

"Garden City, N.Y. (UPI) — The top law enforcement 
official in MemeOis, Tennessee, removed a detective 
aligned to prote^ Maatin Luther King hours before

■ the Civil Rights leader was assassinated in 1968,
Newsday reported Saturday. _ .

{ In a copyrighted story in its Sunday editoon,
■ the Long Isaand newspaper said Ed Redddtt, the city
: detec^e,/guarding King, was of11ei.froe his post

-and told there was a plot to kill him. -----------------------
■ The Jfemphis Puubic Safety Director did not
‘ replace Rediitt after taking him off the assignment

. ’ and anowed the detective to return to work three
■ days after King was shot to death at the Lorraine

Mooel Newsday said. _
It also said Reeddtt 'had prepared a contingency 

plan to enable the police deoartednt to apprehend an
- assassin should an attempt be made on King's lie.'
. 'After Reeddtt was removed from duty, he was told

at a meeting in police headquarters that the U. S.

3 DETAILS - OVER
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Memoranda to Mr. GHagher
. RE: MURKIN

Secret Service had learned of a ‘contract’ on his life,’ 
Newsday said. . *

•Redditt proteseed, saying he wanted to jeturn 
to his post, but the city's then PiUjlic Safety 
Director, Frank HolHoman, insisted on the officer's 
removva,' the newspaper said.

. 'Enroute home with his police guard, Reeditt
" heard over the radio that King had been shot by an 

assaassn,’ the story said.
’ 'Three days later, the rvrtd-the-cVock guard

watching Reeddtt was removed and he was aiowwed 
to return to work. The police department never 
offered any further explanation of the 'contract' 
on his life,' Newsday said. .

The story also said Hoiooiaan acknowledged 
the report of a threat on Redddtt's lfee, but refused 
to say who had made the threat.

'Reeddtt's assassinatoon cvnttggency plan, 
according to sources, called for the entire

। four-block area around King's Hotel to be
' sealed off by patrol cars,' the article said."

On 2/17/76, this articee was furnsshed to the CRD 
USDJ, which at that time had the FBI investigation of Dr. King 
under review, stating the FBI was conducting no investigation re 
this article unless spedifiial■ly requested by the CRD.

; On 9/8/76, an article appeared in the "Washington Post,"
• (copy attached), -reportnng that the U. S. House of Representatives
_ created a select cv]oOttee to investigate the assassinator of
i President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr.
j The reported basis for the House invdstigatVtn re Dr. 'King
’ deals with the ordered removal of Edward Reeddtt from King's
. security on the day of hi.s death due to a reported attempt on
‘ _ the lfee of Redditt's family. The order for his removal was _ 

4 .attributed to Memphis Firm and Police Director Frank HolVomsn
3 (retieed Special Agent of the FBI). The reported basis also

. deals with the "sudden transfer" of two black freomdt, .includtng
\ Floyd Newsum, foom the fire house across the street foom the
* mcoel where King was shot.

4 DETAILS - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MARKIN '

The FBI civil rights assassinatoon investigative 
file (Bufile 44-38861) refeects the CRD furnShhed a 
memorandum dated 9/23/68 (serial 5197) containing resflts 
of interv^^ which J. Harold Flannery, Deputy ^ 
Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with Wiliam Sartor a 
contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a repo^er had been 
inquiring into a possible conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. 

' Sartor furnshhed various information, including t:ilt the
"Cosa Nostra" or "Mafia" could be involved. Departmental _ 

„ Attorney Flannery also reported that Sartor furnshhed him with
' the foioowing two lleegltSnns:

1. "An unideenified Negro>pslCdeman was moved 
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police 
Tacti^l Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day 
of the assassinato©^ According to Saator, the _
Dispatcher told the polCdman> to move two ot t^e tmes 
during the aftennoon, but he did not do so fnill 
expliectly advised to that effect?y a ^Ppe1". ln 
August, Sartor -identifeed the pSlCcmlan as E. E. 
Redddtt and said that Redddtt had broken off ln ^^r- 
view with Sartor after staring to discuss his move 
from the station."

2. "Two Negro freemen were moved from the 
station a day or two before the shotting. One of them 
has reportedly told ^ends that, tw or three days 

• bdfSx:d Dr. King was shot, a teeescope or binoculars
were s^t up on a tripod in the fire station and fscusdd on 

* the Lorranee Motel balcony. In August, Sarto said
• that one fiemnen left the Department or was suspended
J shootly after the shooting, and ^t he has bddn ^ble
I to lOClt:d ditidi of them. He did not have their named.

The CRD requested the FBI to "follow out" Hl of Sartor s 
„ indicated lends. ,  ........

. By LHM, the Memphis Office of the FBI reported the
' results of the investigatonn re tie above tvzo i^mss as

- set forth below (serial 5387;) :

i\ 5 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher „
RE: MURKIN .

"In this regard. Inspector G. P. Tines, Intellieence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised on 11/18/68, that: 
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Reddit and Patrolman 
W. B., Richmond, Negro officers, both.of whom are assigned to 
the Inspectoon Divisoon of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detaal at the Memphis Fire Station, Engine House #2, 
located at Butler and Main Streets. This locatoon is approximately 
one block from the LorraHw Mooel. The purpose of this „
assignment was to observe the activities of the Invaders, 
local Black Power group at Memlhis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorratoe Motel at this till• These ^w® ~
officers were equipped with binoculars and were statooned in a 
room at the mar of the fin station with a view that intruded 
the room latter occupied by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.

In connection with this assignment, and prior to 
the time Officers. Reeditt and Wetaond physioaUy proceeded____ 
to this assigned location, it was determined by the -Intellicincc 
Unnt of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro -fimam. 
statoneed at the Fire Station and n^ea Floyd E. Newsum had 
token an active part i.n deloiitratinns by the striknng sanita- 
toon workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely 
associated with black militonss connected with the strike. In 
order to insure security for Officers Reeddtt and Richmond,. 
rna to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police 
Department Intcllicincc Unnt's efforts to keep abreast of tie 
rctieities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black lxllraits 
in Memmhhs, the Chief of the Memphis Fin Department was 
requested to tclphirrily transfer Finman News^ to mother 
fire station. This was done on 4/3/68.

In addi^on, on 4/4/68, Negro Finnan Nooveel E. Wallace 
was routinely assigned from Fin Station #2 to Fire Strtlon #31, 

„ due to a .manpower shortage at Fire station #31. ___ ____ .
On 11/18/68, Fire Chief HamUton advised th^t by 

letter dated 5/18/68, Finman Newsum resigned from the Memphis 
Fin Department after thirtoen years of service, giving as 
his reason for leaving "Personal Reasons.” Chief HamUton 
advised it is his understanding that Newsum has become an 
active worker with the NAACP at Memphis subsequent to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department.

9
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher-
RE: MURKIN

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt. E. H. Ackin 
of the Ietellieence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, on 
instrucioons from Inspector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine 
House #2 and removed Detective Reeditt from thin station, 
leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for tho 
removal of Officer Reeditt was due to the receipt of a teephhone 
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by Philip Manurl, Chief I^estii- 
gator for Senator McClellse,s Senate Ievlstigateig Committee, 
Wasshngton, D. C., to the effect that information had been 
received by the Cormittee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be kiUe^

Due to Detective E. E. Reeddtt’s activities in 
attending meetings of the ntrikeni ssnitstfen workers in 
Febrrary and March, 1968, Reeddtt had been threatened on 
several occasions. Inspector Tines therefore beHeved the 
teeephone caai received by the McCleelse Committee was 
another threat directed against Reeddtt. He therefore 
ordered Reeddtt removed -from his lookout post at Engine 
House #2 for Reeddtt's own protector. A police guard of 
two offccers was assigned to Reeddit and his family as a 
result of this threat.

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police 
Department radio tsansiissfons tor April 4, 1968, failed to .
reflect any tsansiissfons from Police Dispatcher frieiing Reeddtt 
to move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the . 
police officers at this observation post with which to receive 
radio transmissions."

This Memphis LHM also disseminaeed to the CRD on 
11/27/68 and by request was also furnshhed to the Office of 
Professional RelnrOsibility Task Force, USDJ, on 6/4/76, which 
office is presently reviewing the FBI invlstigatfen of Dr. King. ....... .....

An LHM from the Atlanta Office of the FBI dated 1/31/69 (serial 
5531) reflected that Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of the Sfuthero 
ChiistSae Leadership Conference, was ineevvewwed by the FBI on 
1/30/69 and he advised that several months previously, Rev. Jsmls 
Lawson told him the day before the assassinat^n of Dr. King that 
two Negro fieiiee, who had been assigned to the fire staton 
scrfsn the street from the mooel where Dr. King was kiHed, were 
moved to another fire station.

7 DETAILS - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MUMKIN '

I

. According to Rev. Lawson that move left the fe 
station unmanned and they were moved to a station which was 
already fully manned and equipped. Also according to Rev. 
Lawsony a Negro policeman, who worked the beat which t^i^dhth^ 
motel where Dr. King was kided, was moved offwof that beat the 
day Dr. King was killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the kayling. This Atlanta LHM was furnished to the CRD on

. 2/3/69.. . ' ■
An airtel from the Memphis Office of tie FBI, 

dated 1/31/69 (serial 5533) rejects i^omaton 1*™ the bPat" 
Memmhis PD that it had no offers assigned to a walking beat 

- i.n Memphis on the day Dr. King was ^leed.
An airtel foom our Memphis Office dated 2/11/69 

(serid 5557) nefeects that Rev. Lawson was interveewed by 
the FBI on 2/11/69 and he advised he feels that icitain 
occurrences may have some signiicannce.

Rev. Lawson said that on about AP^-1,2 or Ap^l 3, 
1968, a Negro ficeean, Floyd E. Newsumi, was transferred.foom 
the ficcstatroi near the lo^anne Motd to _ aether s^tocn 
that was already fully manied. He also said th^ 
Negro fr^man, name unknown, was trare^rred foom that same 
season to another station on. either Tuesiay or We^es^..?ight 
before King was murdered on Thursday aftennoon. He said this 
second fitman was transited in the mddle of his snft and 
was transferred "out of rotation.

Rev. Lawson explained "out of rotaU^- as Solows:

W^n a fieeman is assigned to a piece of equipment 
he r^ains in that assignment unnil all the men already assigns 
to it hare been transferred. In other words, the ^st rnan 
assigns is the last man transferred.

Rev. Lawson stated also that a Negro police dfc^r, 
Detective E. E. Reeddtt, who had been assigned to the sarne 
fire station to provide pirtcitron for Dr. King, had been 
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder.

Rev. Lawson stated he has made no attest toreify 
any of this information except for hi.s mterv^w with Floyd 
Newsum.

This new select House Commttee, to date, has rnade 
no request of «e FBI.

8

£J<
rrrinrtT
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Washington Post 
September 18, 1976,

• 1

4

I r« 
3 '

- By Mary Russell ’ ' -
.-- ‘^. Washington Post S’atf Wreer ’

■ The’House created a select commit­
tee yesterday to investigate the assas­
sinations of President John F. Ken­
nedy and Dr. Martin LutherKing Jr. 
-..The 12-memher committees, estab­
lished-on a 280-to-65 vote, will be 
handed by* Rep. Thomas Downing (D-' 
Va.) for the remainder of this Con- 

■ gress, Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla.) 
said. Downing, however'. is. retiring. 
and Rep. Henry B. Gonzaeez (D-Tex.) 
with Downing a prime sponsor of toe 
committee; is expect to become 
chairman in the new session next Jan- 
uiry.: • ■
' .Downing'said he would ask for 
$330,009 to get the committee started 
’and hire staff, but Rep. Frank Thomp­
son (DJ chairman of the House 
Adminssraatim Committee which 
must authorize the funds. jrdiCraUd 
yesterday he might be reluctant to ap­
prove that amount. ■ .,
. Because .the select committee ex­
pires at the end of this year and will 
have to be re-establ’seed by the House 
.next year, it should wait until then for 
funding! Thompson said. '
*. Downing said the committee would 

■ not.hold .public hearings before the 
Nov.-2-elections. to avoid charges of 

.CrpitrUzing politically oe/she invest-­
gallon, but he said't m’zht hold some

‘ closed hearings' -in 
testimony.” '

preserve

■, Reasons,,for,leaking ’gam; at th

are revelations by the congressional 
intellieence committees that irdomaa-. 
tion about CIA attempts to kill Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro was withheld 
from the Warren comm’ssonn. "the 
murder of two Mafia members en- 
fisted by the CIA to help assassinaU 
Castro. and .the destruction of notes 
on Kennedyts autopsy and a note by 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald to 2 
member of the FBI. ,

, The commission headed by Chief 
Justice Earl Warren investigated the 
assassinatinn of Kennedy in Dallas 
and concluded that Oswald acted , 
alone.

But Downing said yesterday. "I am 
convinced there was a conspiracy in­
volved. I do get know the identity of 
the conspirator’s or their motives. 
That should be invcstigated in depth."

Downing promised to engage in no 
witch-hunts".and "not blame those 
who may have made mistakes in the 
original investigation."

Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-Calif) called the 
plaeeed investigation a waste of tax­
payers' money to satisfy “the meMra-. 
matic desire of the morbid to create 
an incident" ■ , '

■ .Though Downing and Gonzaeez se‘ 
.out more than 2 year ago to create the 
committee, they were eoing nowhere 
until they received a push from mem- 
bersof the CongccsirnaaI Black Cai;- 
cus; who felt, they had received "new
information" in . the 1968 killing of

DC. Del. Walter Fauntroy’ and Rep. 
Yvonne Burke (D-Calif) confirmed 
that the jnrormatrnn came from writer 
and TV producer Abby Mann, who is 
working on a documentary on King's 
death. and from writer Mark Lane. 
one of the frst to doubt the Warren 
Commission conclusions.

Reportedly the inrormatron has 
been known since 1938 but never in­
vestigated by the FBI.

It deals with the removal of King’s 
black security chief from his side 
shortsb’ before he was killed in Mem­
phis. and the sudden transfer of two 
black firemen from the firehouse 
across the street from the motel 
where King was staying and w-as shot.

Edward Redditt. in charge of secu­
rity for King. was ordered to go biome 
about 4 P.m. on the day of King's , 
death, because of a reported attempt ’ 
on the life of Redditt’s family.

The order was rtfibuee^ to Mem­
phis Fire and Police Director Frank 
C.'HoUoman, who had worked for the 
FBI for 23 year-’. part of. the time in 
the office of the late Director J. Edgar 
Hoover’. who had tapped King's phone 
and ordiered surveillance of the civil 
rights leader-. , ■ , .,

Floyd Newsum.' one of the black 
. firemen abruptly.’ tranfeered from the 

fire station across from the motel, 
said he had attended a King rally in

--------------- --------------- .. .; Memphis ree. though he publicly told
Martie■LutScr King Jr. that crllce.ford, of ’he transfer at the time* says de
CO^-tV^iopai investigation. , was never iDC<rrviwIceI by the FBL__—«
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FBI

Date: 2/11/69
Transmit the followtag in .

Via AIRTEL
(Type in piaineexi or code)

AIR MAIL' ’
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: .^SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 
^MiurkinSUBJECT:

ReBBairtel 2/4/69 directing Memphis to interview
Rev. JAMES LAWSON.

, /Enclosed for the Bureau are 3 copies of an FD-302
refiectirig interveew of Rev. LAWSON on 2/11/69 at Mempphs.

Inforpatoon furniheed by Rev. LAWSON regarding the 
■ transfer of t;he 2 Negro freemen and the Negro police officer 
from the fire itatoon near the Lorranne Motel just prior t;o the 
murder of KING has been covered i.n Memphis LHM dated 11/21/68, 
which LHM also refected the i.ntirview of Mr. BILL SARTOR by 
Mr. J. HAROLD FLANNERY of the Justice Drpt. LAWSON furnisied . 
no nee information and it is not felt that this paater warrants
farther inquiry //

r

Arte!
Teletype^

A. M

A.

It is the opinocn of the intirvieeing Agents that4/, 
LAWSON is a dangerous rabble rousing individual not worthy/of 
being considered a leader of any group. He openl.y admits-' 
distrust of the police and of the FBI. He admits to having no 
acts but does not seem embarrassed t;o openly advocate his theory 
that KING’s murder resulted from a conspiracy. He mentioned 
the story that was told early in this investigation by JOHN 
MC'FERREN’ regarding his/having overheard a conversation in a * ’ ’ 
local vegetable market which conversation would indicate that 
the market owner, JOHN/(LIBERTO,and persons from New Oriels, T^m 
were pi art of the murder' conspiracy. As the Bureau is well 
aware,_ MC. FERRSN*s story has been thoroughly investigated and 
has been found to be^ennirely without substance.

3>- Bureau (Encs. 3)
3---- Meehls (2 - 44-1987) '

(1 - 170-98-Rev
M.S-D-_jCHj

„ „ . (6)Spec. Del.*

: .Reg.Mai 5 h
, Approved: ------------
Registered Special Agent in Charge

FEB201969 PEP

JAMES M. LAWSON)
*■ "' 4 FEB 13 1968
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ME 44-1987

LAWSON was advised that the Bureau would be most 
interested in receiving any additional information which might 
come inti his possession. In view of LAOMNs ^tiudde t°ward 
the Bureau, it is suggested that we initiate no further con­
tact with LAWSON if it can possibly be avoided.

£

2 -
^^R?/*>^ '
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^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION?

1 ' ' ■ Date__211/69________

Rev. JAMES ^LAWSON, JR, Pastor, Cejnenay^XhoOis^ 
Church, 584 East VcLepore Avenue, MemphsT^TennesseeL, advised that 
he has no^ctuaiT~evTde'nC:e of a conspiracy * in the murder of Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feels that certain occurrences 
around the time of the murder may have some significance.

'uRee$LAWSON said that on about Appil 2 or April 3,. 
1968, a Negro fremxan, FLOYD E. NEWSUM, was transferred from 
the freestation near the Lorranne H>tel to another station 
that was already fully manned. He also said that another 
Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same 
sta^on to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night 
before. KING was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this 
second fieiEan was transfereed in the middle of his shift and 
was transferred "out of rotation”.

Rev. LAWSON explained "out of rotatoon” as folows:
— ) When a itirian is assigned to a piece of equipment

he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned- 
to it have been trarefereed. In other words, the last man 
assigned is the last man transit erred.

Rev. LAWSON stated also that a Negro police officer, 
Detective E. E. REDD ITT, who had been assigned to the same 
fibre statin to provide protection for Dr. KING, had been 
removed from the statin sometimr prior to the murder.

Rev. LAWSON stated he has made no attempt to verify 
any of. this information except for his iaterveew with FLOYD. 
NEWSUM. I

On 2/11/69 at Memmpjs, Tennessee_______ File# temphis 44-1987______

SA JOE C. HESTER &
by------ -SA-ROBERT-E.-FOrcE:JCH:cjs__________ Date dictated 2/11/69

- This document io>n>altns neither Frco>mirtddoitcn> nor conciustons of the FBI. 11 l» the property of the FBI and l» touned to your agency; - 
. it and is coni.nU ore not to be distributed outside your agency^

; _ * ^W- 388615357
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&. 4-15-44) / -

Federal bureau of investigation?

’ Dafe-S^lAa-

Rev. JAMES M. LAWSON, JR., Pastor, Centenary JMthodist 
Church, 58REast McLemore Avenue, Memphis, TenneSS^advofeD^ 
he hah no actual evidence of a conspiracy in the murder ox D. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feels that ^^1^ °CCUcrOn 
around the tme of the murder may have some signifiance.

Bot. LAWSON said that on about A^1 $ °r Ap**3’ 
— a ffro’fireoan. FLOYD E. NEWSUM, was transferred from

”68flaeStronreXnthe Lorraine Motoi to another ratoon 
that was already fully mannnei. He also said that another 
Necro fremian, name unknown, was transferred foom that ^rae 
seation to another station on eit^r Tuesday ar Wednesdaytnisht 
before KING was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this 
seCO)nd free can was transferred in the ^ddle of his shift nd 
was transferred "out of relation". .

5

, Rev. LAWSON expensed "out of rotation" as frlioes: 

’ when a firesan is assigned to a piece of equipment he reeains’in“taa^aeSigneent until all thp men ’^J?31®®1* 
to it have been transferred. In cher words;, the last nan . 
assured is the last man transferred.

Rev LAWSON stated also that a Negro police ^fic^, 
Detective E. E. REDDITT, who had been assln^^. thiJS?i - 
ftre statOon to proviLde protectOon for Dr* KING» hadbeen 
remOved frern the station somethe prior to the murder.

Rev. LAWSON sited, he has made no attempt to verity .
■ , any of this information except for his ijiterveew with FLOYD

1

W
J

. 111 
III ?«!TW

On sni/sa at Menphts, Tennessee

" SA JOE C; HESTER & ’

File#—;Memphis ^-daaz.

.Dote dictated —2/11691.
. kad^.M concns nether recom"^^. nor cr.tcUSot?. Of k< ^^^jpi;il(ol>‘Ffand?Wo''^yo’,ia’,7: 

o.dWc»«U»hor»nolt»b«dstritufed outside your agency. -

1^' /4^ .,AJ &*;i .

(sawiiowRWWjCWBHBSB

■r

15^35520535^^
1 1
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AIRTEL

To: SAC. Memphis (44-1987)
, REC 44

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) -5 5

MURKIN

2-4-69

1 - Mr. Long

RalMELrtel to the Bureau dated 1-31-69.
Memphis should interveww Reverend James Lawson 

for details of any inforaation he possesses regarding the 
assassination of Matin Luther King, Jr. and conduct all
necessary

note:

investigation to thoroughly resolve.

Article appeared in "The Washington Post" on 
The article in part stated that the head of the

Ci CO 
$2 g

So 8 
1^

Tolson -..JLa 
DeLoach _JL_L 
mm*
Bishop --  
Caasp« .__. 
Cottaohaa _____ 
Coarad .
F2:$E

Rosen JOU
SuDivan   IF 
Tivel 7
Tw«wZZZ54 
Tele. Room __
Holies _____ 
Gandy —

Souther Christaan Leadership Conference (SCLC), Reverend 
Ralph David Abe;rnat;hy, indicated that a conspiracy existed 
in the Maatin Luther King, Jr. assassination. We instruceed 
our Atlanta °fice to interveww Abernathy and upon ineerveww 
Abernathy advised that what he told the pr*ess was that he 
beloved in view of the assassinators of John F. Kennedy, 
Robert F. Kennedy, Medgar Evers, and Matin Luther King, Jr. 
there would be indication to him that there may be a 
conspi.racy among the forces of evil t;o do away with any 
young militant who stands for righteousness. Abernathy stated — 
he had no evidence indicating a conspiracy and it is only his 
neeief or fear on his part that such a conspiracy exists. 
Abernathy during interveww adviswd that Rev. Lawson of Memphis 

• told him about some personnel of the Memphis Fire Department / and Personnel of the Memphis Police Department that were moved 
. to different locators of the city on 4-4-618 (date of
assassinator of King) and this may be significant.. i<

Memphis advised that they resolved all issues as 
set forth by Abernathy in his conversation with Rev. Lawson. 
Memphis being instrnceed to interveww Rev. Lawson in order to 
thoroughly resolve this matter and to obtain ail information.

MAS. ROOM LKJ TELETYPE UNIT □
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Transmit the following in

Date: 1/31/69
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT.-^MIUIKIN '

00: ME

Re Atlanta teteype to Bureau, 1/30/69, concerning 
the interview of Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, SCLC 
Headquaateis, Atlanta, Georgia.

The results of the investigation conducted 
by the Memphis Division in regard to the refeeence of ABERNATHY re Citieens Band radio taansmissoons 
and the removal of Negro fiemmen and poliemmen loom the 
immediate area of the Lorranne Motel shortly prior to tie shooting of Dr- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
were forwarded to the Bureau by Memphis Artels to the 
Bureau dated 7/29/68 and 11/21/68-

I The only ieem mentioned by ABERNATHY that has not been fully explained to the Bureau is 
the fact that Reverend JAMES LAWSON, Memmphs, advised 
ABERNATHY that a Negro poicemman who worked the 
beat which incuuded the motel where Dr- KING was 
kiieed was moved off that beat the day KING was kiHed.

i
T letype.

Id

S.D.

A

- On 1/31/69, Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Iitellieince 
un t, M-emph-is pD, advised that the Memphis PD 
does not Mritrii any offccers on a "walking beat" other
Unit, Memphis PD

lOTBureau
1-AtlanS- (44-2386) INFO E
2-Mem>Iiis ' *

RFB-TEH 
(6)

C C - B^W
* FEB 5 1969

4
1 Appiove3:~:::::;^^1^^ Sent

t Special Agent in Charge
M Per
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ME 44-1987 - v
-. - * . ■ j !

than on special occasions and that from a review = 4
of the Memphis PD records he ascertained ’ sf
that there were no Memphis police officers assigned J
to a "walking belt" in Memphis on the day Dr. KING ?was killed.! . , . *

/ r/ ■ ‘

* In ths regaird it is believed that Reverend
LAWSON was reflrring to Detective E. E.AREDDITT, <

_^.piis PD, who was removed from a' lookout position at.
engine house #2 of the Memphis Fire Department on 4/4/68 
due to the fact a number of threats had been made on 
REMHTT’s .lie as a result of REDDITT’s activiUss .
in attending matings of the striknng sanitation , .
workers in M«»phis in February and March, 1968. . . ' ■ V,
RED?T!.’as remo.ved .fo"^* f*e house and two -officers of the Memphis PD were assigned at that • •
tine to protect REDDITT and members of REDDIIT”s '
family. • • , '

I In v^ew of the above, the Memmhis Divisoon
does not anticipate iitervlewing Reverend JAMES LAWSON 
concerning the informatoon LAWSON furnsshed to AESRNATHY.

__________A copy o^tsisa^rtll is being submitted for
the J^JemaJo?" of the At1*** Di™™* as Atlanta obtained the inforaatoon in question as a result of t;he ihterveew 
of Reverend ABERNATHY at Atlanta. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 1/31/69
Transmit the following in

Via
AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN

1/30/69,
Re Atlanta teletype io Bureau and Memphis dated 

and Bureau teipphone call to Atlanta, 1/30/69.
Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of LHM and 

i;o Memphis are two (2) copies of LHM captinned "ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARITIN LUTHER KING, JR., AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1968".

fl'1

K

O

3
2

5 
n H 
K o

Bureau <Enc~ 5) 21 
(Enc. 2)BjMemphis

2 - Atlanta 
OIRH: vsc 
(7)

4 FEB

, i EC.- Bishop

Approved: _ ---------------------
62FEB 1 fSpeCeAgent in Charge

Sent 2i— M Per’,
«

4 a
;

i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Gorgia

January 31, 1969

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARITIN LUTHER KING, JR.
AT-MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE .
APRIL 4, 1968

The January 29, 1969, edition of "The Washington Post" 
newspaper contained an article which quoted Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, as iidicsting in a news conference that a conspiracy 
exists with regard to the ssssssisition of Dr. Maarin Luther 
King, Jr.

On January 30, 1969, Rev. Abernathy was ineevvewwed 
by s Spicial Agent of the FBI at Atlanta, Georgia, and the 
results are set forth on the foiowwnng page:

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency’; it and its contents are not to be dis­
tributed outside your agency.

ENSUES®

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-™fedekal bureau of investigation

1, i'e> January 31, 1969Date-

Rev-, RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern CCFistian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E., 
At:aoa,...Georg.ia> telephonically advised With regards to his 
sxaeement; to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington 
Pos ^newspaper, Wahington, D. C., on January 29, 1969, that 
whaLhLtotd *he Pfess.was ^ he believed in view of *the 
assa?:raHjo2ns of President JOHN F. KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, 
?E5GA?..^VERS?3od_MARTIN.?U,TD[,® KING, JR., there would be an indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the 
^o*ces_ef_iviLto do away With any young militant whoostands 
for righteousness. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no 
^Pjjecf1® informati°n or other evidence that a conspiracy exists 
wtLresPect to<the sP^dic assassinatoou of Dr. KING.. He - advised thut the staeement made to the press on January 29 
1969xJn ’?!c\0® re^rred to.a conspiracy concerned the * 
2sna^Ss*naleon of ^’l of the above-mentioned persons. I[n regard 
to tiose assassinatoons ie made it clear ie ias no evidence 
indicating a conspiracy and it is only iis bete or fear on 
ois part tiat sue0 a conspiracy does exist-. He stated ie ias 
no idea what individuals or forces would be involve in sue0 a, 
conspiracy.

■ Rev. AIERNATniY advised that several months ago Rev.
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Meehoodst Church at 
Memphis Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev. 
LAWOR ^understanding that the day before the assassinatoon 
of Dr. KING, two Negro freemen, who iad been assigned to tie 
fire station across the street foam the mmfe! where Dr. KING 

■ ’“ “1^ w?re m°ved to^ot^or fire station. /Aceer<inng to
Rev. LAWSON that move left tie fire station unmanned and they 
were moved to a statoon which was already tally manned and 
quipped. Also acceding ta Rev. LAWSON, a Negro poicemaan, 
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was 
kiieed, was moved off of that beat the day Dr. KING was

concldsoo J

loanee
fi; v T

On—130/9 at------ At! anta,-.Georgia File#_Atlanta 44-2386

by—SA-OFElCSARD-fiAI&TeN----------- ivbc Dote dictated _ 1/31/69
Th,s ^csim.M wMoku nelthef recorr mindotiens nor concisions of tie FH n is lie 
it end its conteas* ore not to be distributed oussa» your ogeney. property of the F81 and is tooned to vORr oj.nty;

SStfflW B»W!W!WS!WI?T^
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3:48 PW URGENT 1/30/69 SAT

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

Mr. T^’»*ns .<»••«• 
Mr. D-Uan _ '
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mos

Cenied
Mr. Felt,,
Mr. 
Mr’.
f 
Mr. 
Mr.

Gale .

SvlHvw. 
T«v 
Trohev 

. Rm....

MiSs Gandy,

RE BUREAU TEL TO atlanta Jan. tweneine, sixtynine:. •
APPOINTMENT WAS MADE THIS DATE FOR IHTERVEWW WITH REV. RALPH 

ABERHAniY. WHEN SA’S 0. RICHARD HAMILTON AND ARTHUR L. MURTAGH 

ARRIVED AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS, ABERNATHY’S SECRETARY ADVISED HE 

WAS NOT IN BUT SHE WOULD CONTACT HIM ON THE TELEIPHONE. SA 

HAMILTON TELEpHONICAl.l.Y TALKED WITH ALBERNAHHY WHO APOLOGIZED xs A>

FOR BEING UNABLE TO KEEP THE APPOINTMENT AND SAID HE WAS ’WSHIIG F^ 

the sick-. . ry
ABERNATHY ADVISED CONCERNING HIS STATEMENT TO THE PRESS THAT p 

CONSPIRACY EXISTS IN THE ASSASSINATINN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

THAT WHAT HE ACTUALLY STATED WAS IN VIEW OF THE ASSASSINATES of’ 
PRESIDED JOHN F. KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY', MEDGAR EVERS/ AND "

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THERE would BE AN INDICATE TO HIM r- C ^ 0 

end page one , , . 5 52/

25 JAN 31 1969

97

~l'l!s;y\,!!!''?-i’.^yl-sjW!!r*w>'i'Wr|A»» । ''.’..aji- ijm.i.ii.iw.
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^^
^ 

I* 
IL

 iIMIIIiu 
...

...
Ill

 Iw II
 iw

kh
 Iilt

ib
i 1^ Mb

 111 
H 

U
li 

„ « 
IU

 I Iblbl
llu

iih
dl

ii^
lil

ii ll
il

fGETWO

AT 44-2386 ® W

'THAT THERE MAY BE A CONSPIRACY AMONG THE "FORCES OF EVIL" TO 

DO AWAY WITH ANY YOUNG "MILITANT" WHO STANDS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

ABERNATHY STATED HE HAS NO EVIDENCE NOR HAS HE HEARD FROM ANY 

SOURCE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT A CONSPIRACY EXISTS 

IN THIS MATTER. HE ADVISED THAT THE STATEMENT MADE TO THE 

PRESS CONCERNING A CONSPIRACY CONCERNED THE ASSASSINATINNS OF

ALL THE ABOVE MEN.

ABERNATHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV.* JAMES LAWSON, 

MINI STR OF CENTENARY METHODIST CHURCH, MEMPPHS, TOLD HIM IT 

WAS HIS UNDERSTANDNGG THAT THE DAY PRIOR TO THE ASSASSINATE 

OF KING, TWO NEGRO FIREMEN WHO WORKED IN THE FIRE NTTTIIN ACRONN 

THE STREET FROM THE MOTEL WHERE KING WAS KILLED WERE MOVED, 

LEAVING SOME UNMANNED FIRE EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO LAWSON, 

THE TWO NEGRO FIRMMEN WERE MOVED TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH WERE 

ALREADY FULLY MANNED AND EQUIPPED. ALSO ACCORDING TO LAWSON, 

A NEGRO POLIEEMAN WHO WORKED THE BEAT WHICH INCLUDED THE

MOTEL WHERE KING WAS KILLED WAS MOVED OFF OF THAT BEAT 

THE DAY KING WAS KILLED.
■Mt« WM«a»«HM»e»*«r • - ■END PAGE-TWO
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^THAT INFORMATION ALONG WITH WHAT HE HAS HEARD AND READ CON­

CERNING UNIDENTIFIED RADIO CALLS WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH 

FOR A WUTE MUSTANG LEADS HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THERE MAY BE 

A CONSPIRACY IN THIS MATTER*

MEMPHIS CONTACT REV. JAMES LAWSON CONCERNING THE ABOVE MAHER 

IF NOT ALREADY DONE AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

RESOLVE THE MATTER.

END
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TELETYPE

TO:

FROM:

7MURKIN

PLAINTEXT

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) 

DWTOR, FBI (44-3181861)

URGENT

1-29^9

1 - Mr . Long. |

ARTICLE IN "THE WASHINGTON POST" NEWSPAPER TODAYQUOTES 
REVEREID RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, HEAD OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN \

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) H A NEES CONFERENCE AS \

IJDICATNNG A CONSPIRACY EXISTS IN THE ASSASSINATONN OF J

MAMIN LUTHER KING, JR (ASSASSINATION APRIL FOUR, NINETESEN / / 

' SIXTY-EIGHT) .

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW REVEREND ABERNATHY 

FOR DETAILS OF ANY INFORMATION HE POSSESSES, HIS SOURCE OF 

INFORMATION, AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

THOROUGHLY RESOLVE THIES MATTER AS WELL AS ANY INFORMATION 

STEMMING FROM INTERVIEW OF REVEREND ABERNATHY. KEEP BUREAU 

FULLY INARMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. AIRMAIL COPY SENT 

MEMHIS. REC 7 7 - '

Tolson _____ 
Detoooh __ 
Mohs —___ 
Bishop ___ 
Casper ___ 

_CoL’shan ____ 
Confed - - -
Fet_________
Sae - -
Base® _____ 
5«lh«aa __ 
'”'!
tipper-
Tels. Room _____
Mok” —___ ___
S*dv —

M1MPHIS (44-1987) . (aiama^-J?^

REL:jms
COMiUHilW^f Si

JAN 29196° 
52 7 PM ^

J5 JAN 30 1969 .

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. .

MF MALED
^gErrs

MAIL Rtei! 54“ f 1&6 0X11969

i
4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




