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United Press International

Mother of Larry Payne, slain, in Memphis riot, is carried sobbing from his funeral.

Mother Sobs, 'They KiHed You Like a Dog'

Memph’ Riot Victim Buried
The Washington Post

Times Heradd _

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 
(UPI)—The mother of a 
Negro youth slain by police 
in last week’s riot broke 
down at his funeral today, 
sobbing, “They kilted you 
like a dog.”

A convoy of police squad 
cars cruised outside the 
crowded Clayborn Temple 
A.M.E. Church during the 
funeral of 16-year-old Larry 
Payne.

His mother had to be 
helped from the church 
when she became hysterical.. 
Authorities feared the fu­
neral and the impending re­

turn of Di.. Martin Luther 
King Jr-, would build up 
tension again in the city.

Dr. King was to come 
back to lead more sympathy 
marches for 1200 striking 
garbage collectors. mostly 
Negroes, who have b^n out 
of work since early Febru­
ary in a dispute with the 
city over pay rases and 
union representation.

An aide of Dr. King said 
that a mass march will take 
place, “probably Friday.”

Last Thursday a march of 
5000 persons led by Dr. 
King erupted into violence 
when Negro youths began

breaking window's and bat­
tling police.

Young Payne was kllted, 
62 persons were injueed, 
and 300 persons arrested be­
fore the melee was quelled 
by police, State Tnopers 
and National Guardsman 
dispattehed to the city by 
Gov. Buford Eliingoan.

Payne was killed by a po­
liceman allegedly as he car­
ried a television set from a 
looted store. Relativss con­
tend, however, that te 
youth had surrendered and 
had put his hand’s up when 
he was slain by the shotgun 
blast of Patrolman L^D. 
Jones.
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Memphis Tense at Funeral
MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 (UPD - The mother of a Wo youth 

slain by police in last week’s riot broke down at his funeral rio- ■
' day, sobbing that “htey killed you like a dog." A convoy of pol ice 

squaid cars cruised outside the crowded Clayborn Temple AMIE 
Church [during the funeral of 16-year-odd Larry Payne. His 
mother jhad to be helped from the church when she becamee hys­
terical? Authorities feared the funer'al and the return of Dr. 

_Martin Luther Kmg Jr. would build up tension again in the city.
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MEMPHIS, TELL. (UPD—GANGS OF YOUNG LEGROES WHO TURNED DR.
MA1RTIL UTHER. KINGS NONVIOLENT MARC3L>TO A BLOODY STREET BATTLE 
ROAMED THROUGH THE CITY THURSDAY LIGHT BURNING AND PILLAGING IN A 
RAMPAGE THAT LEFT ONE DEAD AND 37 WOUNDED*

"LAN. WP’VE-GOT FRES EVEBY^ SAID A PATROLMAN GUARDING
FIIWFGHTERRS AT A STORE II’ A NE HER NEIGHBORHOOD* HE ESTIMATED 30 
FIRES WERE STARTED II THIS MJSSISSIPP.X.,RIVER? CITY THURSDAY NIGHT*

HEAVILY ARMED POLICE.AND 4,000 NATO!AL GUARDSMEN PATROLLED
BEALE STREET. BIRTHPLACE OF THE BLUES* A TOTAL OF 105 PROSCNS 
WERE ARRESTED.

A .WHITE BUS DRIVE:-, LLOYD KIRSY, WAS MOBBED AND STABBED BY A 
BAND OF NEGROES. POLICE SAID HE WAS LOT SERIOUSLY HURT BUT ALL

USES WERE RECALLED 
THURSDAY NIGHT A

-STAGGERING OUT OF 
"WE’VE

A
PATROLMAN SHOT AN# WOUNDED 
STORE LADEN WITH GOODS*

A NENRT LOOTE

THURSDAY NIGHT 
STG

A PATROLMAN SHOT AND WOUNDED D A NEGRO LOOTER

THURSDAY NIGHT 
ANGERING OUT OF 

"WE’VE GOT MEN

A. 
A

PATROLMAN SHOT AND .'WOUNDED A
„ STORE LADEN WITH. GOODS, 
OUT HUNTING FOR A CAR CARRYING

NEGRO LOOTER

THAT’S SUPPOSED TO BE SHOOTING AT WHITE PEOPLE,
'

A POLICE SPOKESMAN

^OFFICIALS CLAMPED a 7 P.M. TO 5 AM* CURFEY ON THE CITY.
^YnOitERnDrnQCuRkS TEAR G^SAND CHEMICAL MACE TO QUELL THE 

^MCEtnHTIDVTHullDTYAA^^ CimEAE -UNABLE TO KEEP UP WITH
STREEUaGHTnItAU^ AFTER nightfall,
DUpiSg'RhE DAy, OFFICERS KILLED A YOUNG NEGRO WHEN HE CHARGED OUT
OF THITviluNCS^ESW1^^ negro .youths suddenly

^LTFD OUT OF THE 3.0^'^MAN MARCH KING WAS LEADING II SUPPORT OF A
OYCHY NARbIgECCUECTORS. WHO ARE PREDOM1N WILLY NEGRO ^Y

WW SCWANJNS DOWN BEALE STREET, SMASHING WINDOWS, LOOTING AND

EAD OF THE MARCHERS, SPRINTED W’: A .SrA..STREET. f
LEAPED JlTO AL OLD MODEL CAR AND SPED AWA/* oTeR nEgro._LeAtE-Rs. J

I^0-^-^^,^^^^ POLICE BATTLED HUH THE

OU

^VANTAGE of the MARCH TO CReATE Co-UIOn. ThEY
I

MORA TS1022PES
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ISE ADD, 7TH LD MARCH'T E I■ D-M ST ATTAS IN S^ „T OF ■ gar ...
I 

!■
WAY TT SEE THAT FURTHER DEMONSTRATES ARE NONVIOLENT."

~THE YOUTHS. ONE NEGRO LEADER SAID, '"DIDNT TOME TO MARCH—THEY 
WERE OUTSIDE OF OUR CONTROL AND ALWAYS HAVE BEEN."

_GOV. BUFORD ELLINGTON SENT RIOT-TRAINED HIG VAY PATROLMEN 
AND 4,000 NATIONAL GUARDSMEN INTO THE CITY. HE PUT ANOTHER 8.000 
TROOPS ON A STANDBY ALERT. POLICE SETTOP A COMMAND POST AT TRE 
CORNER OF HERNANDO AND BEALE STREETS' NEAR THE CLAYBORN TEMPLE 
AND dispatched -attack squads* consisting of one fire truck and 
THREE SQUAD TARS TO FIRES.

- ' -RS DRONE.. OVER TJR CITY, SoKr- FIR-s f • A ;.- -

FOUND ON THE STREETS BETWEEN 7 P.M. AND 5 AM WOULD "E
ARRESTED UNLESS THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY TO WOHlA HE WAS GRANTED THE 
POWER BY A LAV RUSHED THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE IN NASHVILLE! A FEW
HOURS EARLIER* 

NIGHT CLASSES AT 
MOST OF THE DAYLI

HERNANDO STREETS AND AROUND THE TEMPLE..
>s

Oll. I S - ■ ' a ■ '

YOUNG NEGROES HURLED 
WITH TEAR GAS SHELLS AND

AT ONE POINT
OFF! 
SHE 
THIR

. ■•A

EIS THE DOOR AND SLAMMED IT SWT. THE NEGROES RACED TO TH. 
I FLOOR AND THREW OPEN THE VINDO ~

HURLED A TEAR GAS
JT. THE NEGROES RACED TO TH..

L. THE LOOTING INCREASED ANDiEFORE DUSK BUT. WHEN NIGHT 
iAFO most of THE TARGETS 1

DIED DOWN 
burning b 
GROCERY S' 
MAYOR LOE

TORES. A LAUNDRY-CLEANING F 
B WAS HIT BY A FmBCMB AND

ERE PAWN SHOPS. LIQUOR AND 
FM OWNED BY SHE BROTHER OF

GARBAGE TRUCK WAS SET AF IRE
ACRBEALtHSTORTvAj L I TIERED BY BROKEN GLASS AND MUTILATED 

SHOW-WINDOW MANNIKINS. POLICE CLEARED, HANDY PARK* NAMEDmAFJER 
w/c. NAOWY. The fatso of The blues. most of th. persons in 
WHE SMALL pARK WERE ELDERLY NEGROES WHO, HAD GATHERED TO WATCH THE

HR^TOncisEOmMArcn’poLi^ a NAS Mask OWls^ACEuSUT HIS™
ARM AROUND AN ELD NEGRO MAN AND LED HIM AWAY WHILE THE BATTLE RAGED

AROUTmiSNArTHE PLACE FOR YOU OLDER PEOPLE," HE SAID. "YOU

OU^TTa be home today.*
pOtACE IDENTIFIED the LOOTER VHOJM/ILIEDJS LARRY PAYNE.

SAID AN OFFICER CUT HIM DOWN. WITH A SHOTGUN BLAST WHEN HE
16.

ED AT HIM WITH A BUTCHER KNIFE 
ELUDES PREVIOUS).
TS1031PES**
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URGENT
6TH LD 250A

BY CHARLES ROND
MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) --GANGS OF LOOTERS, DODGING POLICE ANDNATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE DARKNESS, ROAMED THE NEGRO DISTRICTTHURSDAY NIGHT HOURS AFTER TURNING THEIR BACKS ON DR. MARTIN LUTHERKING JR. TO START BLOODY STREET FIGHTING THAT KILLED ONE PERSONAND WOUNDED 37 OTHERS.
THERE WAS AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT OF SNIPER FIRE IN THE NIGHT AND

AT LEAST ONE STORE WAS SET AFIRE.
HEAVILY ARMED POLICE AND GUARDSMEN PATROLLED HISTORIC BEALE

STREET, BIRTHPLACE OF THE BLUES, AND ARRESTED A NUMBER OF LOOTERS.
BUT AUTHORITIES SAID MANY OTHERS. ROVING IN SMALL GANGS, ESCAPEDINTO THE DARKNESS AFTER RANSACKING LIQUOR STORES AND PAWNSHOPS."WE'VE GOT MEN OUT HUNTING FOR A CAR CARRYING SIX NEGROES
THAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE SHOOTING AT WHITE PEOPLE," A POLICE OFFICIALSAID.

THE TROUBLE STARTED EARLIER THURSDAY WHEN 150 SCREAMING NEGRO
YOUTHS STORMED AWAY FROM KING'S 3,000-MAN MARCH AND ATTACKED POLICE
HURLED ROCKS, BOTTLES AND STICKS, AND LOOTED STORES. GOV.
BUFORD ELLINGTON ORDERED 4,000 GUARDSMEN INTO THE CITY AND PUT
ANOTHER 8,000 ON STANDBY ALERT.

OFFICIALS CLAMPED A 7 P. M. CURFEW ON THE CITY AND ORDERED LIQUOR
STORES TO CLOSE.

AT LEAST 1/05 PERSONS WERE ARRESTED DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE
TROUBLE THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

POLICE USING CLUBS TEAR GAS AND CHEMICAL MACE PUT DOWN THE
MAIN FIGHTING THURSDAY AFTERNOON BUT WHEN NIGHT FELL THE
NUMBER OF INCIDENTS INCREASED.

PICKUP 7TH PGH 250A: POLICE SAID
MB903PES
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*

GU
KURIL ANDLOOTEDShOpS, TU PREVENT MEE Ad DAY OF NEGRO 
RIOTING# SPORADIC VANDALISM CONTINUED#

A IG-YLAR-OLD NEGRO# PhO POLICE SAAWC'Ha A PATROLMAn
VITA ABUTC KRIP..1''as'.HIT TO DEATFTnWSDAV AS NEGRO YOUTHS 

' ' ' I .KING JR. BROKE LOOSE FROW THE ORDERLY 
BREAKING STORE WWWWL JNDJA&NHt,P

ABOUT 62 PERSONS VERE ARRESTED ARD
rr^S WrRE SET. SIX TV THE?' MAJOR*.. POLICE SAID#
-I-Ns^JEMiJAa^^^ rhE-Wtt DIRECTOR FRANK

L. HOLLOMAN. "WE ARE AT WM^MEMPHSk
REALE STREET. TTIOtalZRDTINn TH. .RAR

T^IUT pfe^ CwATSF’dBorET^

S^Kium^ WEt™™^

ROAMED THROUGH SECTIONS OF TOWN* BREAKING WINDOWS AND STARTING 

FAVMmMTSArilDE TO GOV. BUFORD"ElL.IGGTON SAID THE SITUATION 
WASATUMDETCONTROL," BUT SPWDS HttAND^ONVASDA^^ CONTINUED 
INTO THE EARLY MORNING HOURS TODAY. POLICE REPORTED*

KING. WHO YSMOPED UNHURT ATTDA THE MELEE ERUPTED, VOWED TT CONTINlrf DEMONSTRATING FIR THE SplKBOAN*l.A.nS?^ 
DONOINJCED "MTNST TN THE SI DEUNES WHO TTTK ADVANTAGE IF THE 
TEROU TT CREATE CONFUSION. THEY WERE NTT IN THE RANKS IF THE

BY do, _ Demtnstoattos and began
atTlnnc Mice*. .
ESSED AND 300 INJURED. ABOUT 
HEM MAJOR^PTUtE SA™.

SAID FIRE-POL I

UGLY MOURNFUL LYRICS
UNT OF THE VIOLENCE

H

MARCtoEO.* ........
ELLINTTON MOBILIZED THE ENTIRE TENNESSEE RATIONAL GUARD# 

ORDERING THOSE ,TOTTPS NTT DISPATCHED AT MEMPHIS TT REMAIN ON 

STABYOaLE0t# NATIONAL GUARD FORCE JOINED HUNDREDS OF STATE 
TROApds* PTLIEEENN AND SHERIFFS DEPUTIES INJFFIOm JO RESTORE 
TROOP TO THE CITY IF 7< • ' WHICH HAS A 40 PER CENT NEGRI 
population*

AS HUNDREDS IF FIRES DOTTED THE CITY THURSDAY NIGHT#, 
AUTHORITIES ORGANIZED "ATTACK UNITS" TO COPE WWl TH. SITUATION. 

. t- s - -, .R I ..V'. I '
tOLicemen And tooopeos to soldiers, and generally a hreoick, 
CRUISED UNTIL THEY GOT AN EMERGENCY CALL. THEN RACED TO THE 
TROUBLE AREA# . .

URLEY R.Wt 16. A NEGRI. WAS FEUEKWITH A SHOTGUN BLAST 
WHEN HE RUSHEE*AT A POLIEOlI WITH A . BUTCHER .KNIFE, AUTHORITIES 
SAID

A NEGRI loiter was wounded by police: as he rushed from a 
STORE CARRYING MERCHANDISE, AND A TOUOPEO*? HAND WAS MANGLED 
II A FIREBOMBING,. A GROSl’lF- NEGROES .STABBED A WHIE BUS DRIVER, 
LLOYD KIRBY* 60, WHEN HE STOPPED HIS JUS, AND POLICE LATER 

CjTLvasALHeBLEcISA^ racial violence if the year in the
NATTHNI:E NEGRI YOUTHS WERE KILLED BY -STATE TROOPERS AT ORANGEBURG.. 
S. '•# WHEN OFFICERS FRED INI STUDENTS AFTER ATTEMPT'S TO INTEGRATE 

A BTOEMETwiiDvicLENCi began as A.DEMONSTRADNVY^RGtJT1.: ‘
FORCE THE CITY TT NEG CT UTE WITH STRIKING GARBAGE COLLECTORS, 
^•"1 ALL NEGROES. THE cOLLEII^?!S!rHAVEvBEEn OStST0.™.

T FEBRUARY II A DEMAND FIR HIGHER PAY AND .^1^ RePOS'ISJASON*
Ri J ’ ■' ARC ’' ,', ' •'IT#WAS DISRUPTED lY NEGRO YOUTHS WHO STARTED BREAKINGSTORE 

WINDOW'S, GRABBING MERCHANDH AND FIGHTING ^'ITHPILJCe*^ eo™ 
..KING .POINTED DOWN A SIDE STREET, .LeAPIDJNr^TO^A CARAND SPED 

Av AY '•PCDTcr H.rr CLUBS. TEAR GAS AND CHEMICAL MACE TO 
ATcY“ •.’ •.:>!< L> '.AO- HENRY L . under new POWERS .

- TH'iNgOTHE LfdSLATAYE, ORDERED A 7 P. T TO 5 A. M. CU
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Negroes Riot in Memphss

. MEMPHS5, Tent^ March 28 (UMD-Sareaming Negro youths broke
■ away tarn Dr. Martin Luther King’s march thru Memphis oday; 
;■ and ran thru the streeSs, smashing windows and footing until police; 
' stopped them with tear gas;. When the youths suddenly toreJaway 
from the mass of several thousand marchers, Rev. King sprinted

1 down a side street;, leaped into an old model oar and sped away. ’ 
1 The marchers were demonstrating in support of a strike by sanim- ■ 
tion workers. ____________ ______—-
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King Marchers
Riot in Memphis

Guard Called , ! 

To Put Down I 

! Looting-1 Dead

51 Are Arrested, i

Dezens Injured 
As Y°ut■hr Rampage

BULLETIN
MEMPHSS (AP) — Some 

4,000 riot-tranied National | 
Guardsmen moved into Mem- I 
phis this af';eritoon to put down I 
looting and rioting which 
erupted earlier in the day 
during a Negro prortest march 
led by the Rev. Dr-. Martin 
Luther King. Gov. Buford El­
lington said: “The situation in 
Memplris has wor'sened. Ther-e 
are groups of rioters scattered 
thrt)UlgItou't the areas.’’ .

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI)_ 
Screammg Negro youths broke 
away from Dr. Martin Luther 
King's march through Memphis 
today an1 ran through, the 
streets, smashing windows and I 
looting downtown stores until po­
lice, using tear gas, stopped I 
them. i

I more impatient with theimin-i 
irterr.” ; 
I. The marches,, demonstrating • 
in support of the seven-week old , 
strike by । sanitation worker,, ; 
strufegeed back to Clayborn Tem­
ple land potice sealed off Bealfe I 
Street. - 1

(The Associated Press repor'J-; 
ed that the march leader's, using i

_ See MEMPIHS, Page A-8 jMice said one of the Were 
wa’ killed. f

When fhe youths tore away I 
ftoh the 3,000 marchess, King ' 
sprinted down a side &rcet, । 
leaped into an old-model car i 
and sped away. . ;

Remammg Negro leaders-, 
turned the marchers back to- i 
ward their starting point while i 
2W Ihdmeted policemen, using 
tear {gas and clubs, battled the ; 
Negi® youths along historic; 
Beafe Street.

Pohce said at leaist 51 persons 1 
were arreseed and dozens of • 
pohce and rioters were injured, ;
“We have one dead,” said 

Detective Chief W. P. Huston. ' 
‘ “The situation is complete tur- i 
moil.” He said the looter was. 
slam about eiight blocks from 
Clayborn Tempee African Meth­
odist Epsa-copal Churchi, rally-, 
ing point of the marchess.

A spokesman said King had! 
gone to a hot;el and would an-1 
nounce latter whether he would.! 
make a scheduled speech at a | 
rally taught. . . T

He said King “is an unvioeein| ‘ 
person and it was obvious there ; 
(were people in the march who i 
jwere vioeent. Thus thing has1 
;been building up-all these kids ! 
haw been becoming more and ,
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-Associaeed Press

A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during racial violence today.
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MEMPHIS

King Marcheis Riot 
Youths Loot EtrIar

Continued Fr-om Page A-l 
bullhorns, shoutedto the crowd, 
‘The march is over-, the march 
is over.”

(But the looting and viotence 
continued, despite police use of 
tear gar- the AP said. Finally, 
the crowd gave way bafrr•e offi­
cers ar-med with shotguns and 
rflter, who for-med a blockade of 
squad cars and motoI■cyctrs to 
push the mob out of the down. 
town area.

(Virtually every store window- 
on elrtrric Beale EtI•aat was 
smashed by the marcllcst, and 
many on Main Street also were 
reattele1t, the AP said.

(In Narevilte, Gov. Buford Ell­
ington dispatclted 250 riot- 
trama1 h'enlerraae Highway pa- 
tl■o]mar to Mamphis to help deal 
with the situation, the AP mt 
At the same time, he alerted 
4,000 National Guarlirmen who 
were to arrambla at West Ten­
nessee aI•mottrs to await fuIteaI 
orders.)

Sporadic skirmishing con­
tinued areund the AME Tempee. 
Botfles and rocks flew through 
the air at rff:Ccert, who repieed 
by lobb4 tea. gas seallr.

A young Negro jumped out of 
a telephone booth near toe tem­
ple with what appeared! to be a 
rffle. Officers pounced on hm 
and beat him unconscious. A 
young Negro girl trie1 to claw 
the police, but they knocked her 
down with a nightstick and fired 
tear gas at eaI'.

A daap- booming report like 
that of a sertgur came fl-om a 
tenement across the street from 
the tempee. Fffeen police carr 
crrvergad on toe buildmg.

herrotrg prlar
At the tempte, .about 2,O0) 

persons crow(a1l made- Out 
ride, many youths milled 
aI■oun1-, thrromg poles te^ h^ 
carried picket signs at police, 
who r•tpli.a1 with tear gas 
MatSaers insUe the chwch 
used bulhrorns to tellthe crrw1- 
‘Ton’t be virlant.‘’ ■

One civil rights laa1eI-, the 
Rev. Ham■y Etarkrt, said: I 
toe leadership had not been

KING DUE HERE 
TOMORROW FOR 
CONFERENCES

Dr. Martin Luther King is 
scheduled to arrive in Wash­
ington tomorrow for a full 
day of meetings starting 
with a 10 a.m. conference 
with Negro ministers at the 
Church of Redeemer-.

But after todayss disorders 
in Mamphis, an aide here 
said it is doubtful that King 
would come her-e.

At 12:310 p.m. King is 
scheduled to meet with pro­
fessional and burinerr men 
at the Etatler Hiltion Hotel.

After a 1:310 p.m. session 
with community organiza­
tion leaders he Is slated tio 
meet with labor! leader's at 
2 p.m. at the Phillip Murray 
Buf1digs. After a brief rest 
he next was to appear at the 
Bethtehem Baptist Church 
for a 7 p.m. poor peoples 
heaI1ing and half an hour 
later was to conclude his 
busy day at a mass meetuig 
at the Betheehem Baptist 
Church.

King is scheduled to ar­
rive from Memphis, where 
he went today after a flight 
fr-om New York.

f In the earlier incident, one 
' Negro girl was slightly uhurt 
when she was struck on the 
bac{ of the head, and window 
in al squad car were shatterea.

This disturbanee broke Jul 
when about 250 students Wt 
Hamilton High School to join ' SErs mass march^ 
pal tried, in vain, to stop them. 
Police wer-e called and the 
rock-torowmg began when flew 
a;S!e said this^disturbance 

simmered down within 30 mm­
X and the students 
then- trek downtown to the 
gaUernm point forK^s 

mThe sanitation worths strike- 
which the marchess wara,rUp- 
nortaig. has become a major Ialci'nl lrrua in the city. Most of 
the garage collectors are Ne' 
groes who data the aty ® is* 
criniratirg against them.

what it was, there would have 
been a tI■agady to blot the pages 
of history.”

Another spokesman said the 
youths ‘‘didn’t come to march 
—toey were rutrilla of our con­
trol and always have been.”

(There were varying reports 
of how many youths broke 
away fr-om the marchess to 
begin the rioting. United Press 
IntaInatirnal said about 150 
youths left the marchess. The 
Association PI•arr used a figure 
of 20 to 30, but said others 
joned them later.) j

It was the sacondoutbreak of 
violence by the youthss. Earlier,, 
a group leavtag a high scerol to! 
join the march bombarded po­
lice with bricks and rocks for. 
half an eruI•, but were alfroad,. 
to go ahead and join the demon-' 
stratum.
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Explodes Into Violence

6000 to 8000

10,000 Negro 
show up for

An estimated 
students did not 
classes today.

The Mar-ch of
persons began at 11 a.m. at

See MEMPHIS, A6, Col. 1

Emergency Law
The Tennessee Legislature 

in Nashville, the capital, sped 
to the Governor an emergency 
measure granting broad pow­
ers to decarre a state of emer­
gency. It would allow the 
mayor in any town of the State 
to impose curfew, prohibit sale 
of gasoline, liquor, beer and 
firearms, and take whatever 
steps hie felt nefessary to pre 
serve order.

Baxton Bryant, head of the 
Tennessee Humans Relations 
Commission, said militant 
young Negroes had been seek 
ing to start trouble for weeks, 
but had been restrained by Ne 
gro ministers.

“What the police did today 
has tncouaaged plenty of ds-- 
dptes of violence,” said Bry­
ant, a Caucasian.

A large segment of the City’s 
Negro population had stayed 
home from work today to par-- 
ticipate in the mar-ch and ob­
serve Di-. King's request for 
a one-day “strike” to force the 
city to come to terms with 
itriking sanitation workrrs.

Memphss march began 
at Clayborn AME 
Church, and was to end 
in front of City Hall. 
Melee began when van­
guard of column turned 
onto Main Street.

Kings Memphis March

Rioters and
Police Clash; 
looter Dies

March 29, 1968 The Waihintion Post

By Nicholas C- Chriss
Los Angeees Tims

MEMPHIS, March 28 -
Young Negro mililanis to­
day turned a protest march 
led by Dr-. Martin Luther 
King into a bloody riot 
which ravaged historic 
Beale Street and left at least
one looter dead.

PoMce, provoked by a hard­
core of about 30 mililanis who 
broke off from the mar-ch and 
started breaking windows and 
looting, struck out indfecrimi- 
nately, beating back rioters 
with billy clubs, tear gas and 
chemical spray.

Dozens of polCcemon and 
marchess were injured as 
street warfare raged for sev­
eral hours m a preetminanlly 
Negro section of the city just 
a few blocks from the Missis­
sippi River.

More than 100 persons were 
arrested. Dr-. King fled al­
most immediately. Hie was 
hustled away in a car by as­
sociates and reportedly met 
with them at an undiccOnted 
locatinr.

Gov-. Buford Eliington sent 
4000 National Guardrmon and 
250 riot-tramed State Troop­
ers into the city and put an­
other 8000 G'uardrmon on alert 

t at their home armories 
i -throughout Tennessee.
। Mayor Henry Loeb ordered 
a 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew. All 
city buses stopped running, al­
though title vioeence remained 
ctofiotd to a few-Mock ar-ea 
where it broke out.

Anitciated Press Photos by Jack Thornel!

A Memphis policeman tevds Ms night stick °° a lifter during violence that disrupted a prot;tst march.

Chucch
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MEMPHIS, From A1 
the Clayborn Temple AME 
Church, with only two police­
men present.

Di-. King and his monitors 
never were fully able to con­
trol the young militants who 
began shouting and jeering at 
the protest march began.

Di-. King was nearly mobbed 
and repeatedly jostled, and a 
look of fear crossed his face 
as the tension increased.

When the march had ad­
vanced about five blocks in 
about 15 minutes to Main 
Street, the viorenee erupted. 
Oegro temagess smashed store 
windtwvs in the partly residen­
tial, partly rommercial neigh­
borhood and began looting.

About 250 city policemen 
and Shelby County patrol off-- 
rrI•t arrived on the trrne in 
squad can!, sirens trrraming.

As officers moved in to scat­
ter or arrest the troubte-mak- 
----- - .____ ___

other polieeman became sepa­
rated from feio>w offers, 
and several Oegro youths fell 
on him and beat him.

By noon, three blocks of 
Beale Street, was in shambtes, 
as was a short tirrtch of Main 
Street and the intersection of 
Hernando and Linden Streets, 
where the Clayborn Church 
is located.

Shards of glass littered the 
pavement on Beale, and half­
dressed, mutilated store mani­
kins lay in gutters.

[Police identified the lioirr 
who was kilted as Larry 
Paynes, 16, UPI reported. Of­
ficers said they caught him 
iinside a store, and that hie 
came out twinging a knfte. He 
was kilted by a shotgun blast.

[Much of the violence oc­
curred after the main body 
of marchers had returned to 
^^ _̂ £oLLLfiur

Memphis trash strike sympathieers begin gathering

Protest March
Flares IntoRiot

Associated PressUnited Press InternatinnalUnited Press InteraaUnnal

peacefully to march. But soon the trrnr changed to viotenes, with police retreating before a hail of missltet. A victim of the metee, one of many, Ites unconscteus in the street.

United Press IntennaUnaU

Lt. D. W. Williams was one of several Memphis police 
officers beaten by rioters during outbreak of viotenet.

a ’ ^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

PawnM^se



Protest March 
Flares Into Riot

MEMPHIS, From A1 
the Clayborn Temple AME 
Church, with only two poitee- 
men present.

Di-. King and his monitors 
never were fully able to con­
trol the young miiitants who 
began shouting and jeering as 
the protest march began.

Dr-. King was nearly mobbed 
and I-epeatedly jostled, and a 
look of fear crossed his face 
as the tension inceeased.

When the mar-ch had ad­
vanced about five blocks in 
about 15 minutes to Main 
Street, the violence erupted. 
Negro teenagess smashed store 
windows in the party residen­
tial, party commercial neigh­
borhood and began looting.

About 250 city policemen 
and Shelby County patrol offi­
cers arrived on the scene in 
squad car-s, sirens scrtaming.

As officers moved in to scat­
ter or arrest the troubte-mak- 
ers, they were met with a bar­
rage of stones, heavy planks 
and bottles.

Politemnn barged into the 
march, firing tear gas and tern- 
porarily eitabling spray and 
lashing out with their clubs.
Policemen Follow

A.s the marchers retreated 
back along Main, onto Beate 
and, in many insaaness, toward 
the Claybor-n Church, officer-s 
followed, raimng blows upon 
them.

Men, women and youths 
stumbled beneath the police 
clubs.

A newsman watehed from 
a few feet away as eight po- 
lictmto piled on a middle­
aged Negro main and struck 
him at least 20 times on the 
head and body as they cursed 
him. ............................

Nearby, other off c c ers 
clrntrte four other Negro 
men and struck them until 
blood spumed from head 
wound-.

“Ptease don’t beat me any 
mor-e,” a young Negro male 
pleaded through bloody lips.

A young girl in a pink 
dress, who could not keep up 
with other fleeing marchrss, 
was jabbed in the back with 
police nightstteks. One offi­
cer yelled at her: “Black 
bitch, get out of here.”
Officer Is Beaten

Two officers pufied another 
policeman off a Negro man 
he was pummeling. The r-e- 
strained poliiceman gasped at 
the other two officers. “Id 
have kilted that son-of-a-btteh 
if you hadn’t pulted me back.”

Farther down the street, an­

other policeman became sepa­
rated from fefiow officers, f
and several Negro youths fell j
on him and beat him.

By noon, three blocks of 
Beate Street, was in shambtes, 
as was a short str-ettch of Main 
Street and the intersection of 
Hernando and Linden Streets,' 
where the Clayborn Church 
is located.

Shards of glass litteeed the I 

pavement on Beate, and half- |
dressed, muttiated store mani- ■ 
kins lay in gutters. |

[Police identified the lloitr t
who was kilted as Larry I
Payne,, 16, UPI reported. Of­
ficers said they caught him I
inside a store, and that he 
came out swingmg a knffe. He 
was kilted by a shotgun blast. L

[Much of the violence oc- of
curr■te after the main body 
of marchess had returned to 
the church. Instead of fofiow-^^B 
ing their teadess inside, some 
of the young Negroes began 
throwing rocks and botttes at^B 
police officers, who replied by 
lobbing tear gas sheUs at^H 
them. Numeooss pawn shops, 
liquor stores and other busl^B 
ntssts were looted by the^B 
youths during the hit-and-run 
raids which foltewed.]
Loudspeaker Plea

From the church's loud-^B 
speaker system a deep voice, 
directed at officers lobbing 
tear gas cannister-s into the^B 
chape,, pteaded:

“Don't gas us no more.^B 
Were going to leave. Put that^B 
[tear gas] gun down. Don’t^B 
shoot. Don’t you know this is^B 
a house of the Lord?”

Officers withhedd their tear^B 
gas fire, some persons emerged^B 
from the church and headed^^B 
home.

The City Ihas been using^B 
nonstrikess, new empteyess^^B 
and supervisory personnel to^^B 
continue partial garbage co-^B 
lection during the seven-week 
strike which, at the very out-^B 
set, was fraught with racial^B 
overtonss because nearly alll^B 
the strikers are Negro.

The sanitation workers walk­
ed off the job after the City 
rejected their demands for 
higher pay, city recognition of 
their union—the American 
Federation of State, County 
and Munteipal Employees — 
and payroll deduction of 
union dues.

Civil rights leadess accused 
the executive branch of the 
city government of showing ■ 
“bad faith” during ongotia- BB 
tions.
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for excis^-anO review ar 'BE-Q b.^/-'r ^"s of 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations..
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(MOCK)

EXPECTED To apprT 
■ evicting the na

OUTHERK CHRISTIE LEAD 
VCJEJNS FOR A MOCK JR 
.TIP’ FOR THE ASSASSIN!

THE MOCK TRIAL WAS 
FEBRUARY* "THE CRGANI 
TO DISCUSS IT NEXT VEEK INVOcA* SAD 
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR*

OTHER SCLC SOURCES SAID PUT 2^1

©IKED TO W SCLC BOARD OF DREXTOS IN 
ON IS SYMPA^TICjTC THE IDEA. AND WERe GOW

■“TV BERNARD LAFAYETT, j.
HAVE ALREADY NET WTO

APPROVAL BWw^^^^ DE D^TWD. BY THE CIVIL 11^'0
GROmRTRjVWoULj BE HELD M*F« T8MJ{ff TRIAL OF * LATE" ’
NE ALLES*® ASSASSIN, JAMES EARL R«.

__

'X
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fa

If UPI-48 -
(MOCK) _

I ATLANTA—THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. NeXT WEeK IS
* EXPECTED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN., 

CONVICTING THE NATION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR.

THE MOCK TRIAL WAS PROPOSED TO 1HE SCLC BOARD OF DIReCOORS IN 
FEBRUARY. "THE ORGANIZATION IS SYMPATHETIC. TO THE IDEA, AND WERE GOING 
TO DISCUSS IT NEXT WEEK IN DETAIL," SAID REV. BERNARD LAfAYetTE, 
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR. ______ ___  ____

OTHER SCL.C SOURCES SAID THE GENERAL PLANS HAVE ALREADY MELI:™ '
APPROVAL BUT DETAILS MUST STILL BE DISCUSSED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS
GROUP'S TOP STAFF. . . _ _ ■

THE TRIAL WOULD BE HELD DURING THE STATC TRIAL OF THe LATE
, NEGRO LEADERS ALLEGED ASSASSIN, JAMES EARL RAY.
1 3/1—DD106AAES

Is

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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UPI-198 ’ . •
. (KING TRIAL) .
ATLANTA —AIDES OF THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PLAN TO STAGE

Al MOCK TRIALIN MEMPHIS, TENN., DURING THE TRIAL OF JAMES EARL RAY TO 
"CONVICT" THE NATION AT LARGE Of KINGS ASSASSINATION.

THE REV. JAMES BEVEL WOULD BE CHIEF PROSECUTOR IN THE TRIAL, 
WHICH WOULD BE CONDUCTED IN THE MANNE:R OF BRITISH PHILOOOHHRR 
BERTRAND RUSSELLS SWEDISH TRIBUNAL TRIALS OF- THE UNITE:D STATES 
FOR VIETNAM WAR POOICIES. . (

KINGS SOTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE HAS NOT 1
, OFFICIALLY APPROVED THE MOCK THAL. HOWEVER, IT WAS EXPECTED TO DO 
J SO NEXT WEEK, SCLC SOURCES SAID. «
* THE MOCK TRIAL' PROBABL.Y would last for about one week and take place 
I II MASON TEMPLE, A LARGE CHURCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF MEMPHIS WHERE KING

MADE HIS LAST SPEECH THE NIGHT BEFORE HIS MURDER.
I BEVEL AND OTHER SCLC STAFFERS HOPED TO HOLD A LARGE MARCH THROUGH . • 

DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS DURING THE MOCK TRIAL WITH KINGS WIDOW, MRS.
CORETTA KING, AND HIS SUCCESSOR IN SCLC, THE REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY, 
LEADING THE MARCHERS. . „

RAY'S TRIAL ON MURDER CHARGES IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 7. IT 
. HAS BEEN POSTPONED TWICE, ONCE FROM NOV. 12, AND ONCE FROM-MARCH 3- ,, 
1 BHVHL believes ray SHOULD not be convictEd of the murder unless all

THE NATION II CONVICTED OF IT, ON THE GROUNDS OF RACISM.
■ ' 2/28—GG81P — I -

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS IHRVICE
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED 'STATES DEPARTMENT OF

_ Munki

TOTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IiNVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama 
February 27, 1969

Apr

' Re: COMMUNIST INFILTIATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN ;

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C • J

■ . ■ I■ ' ' ' ■ )
A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur- t

iished rllaable information in the past advised on February |
26, 1969 that the Southern Chhistaan Leadership Conferenee 
(SCLC) held a meeting of its city conveners in Atlanta, 
Georgia on February 25, 1969 at the Interdlenoriibtinnal 
Theological Center on Beckwith Str^t. S°urce furn^Hed 
the filiiwinn informatonn concerning this maeli.in.

There were brproximateyy thirty persons in I
atenndance. A few of these people were SCLC officii foom 
Atlanta. The raboiity of the persons present were SCLC city 
conveners. Howwver, five of the city conveners were Assent.

The meeeiin lasted foor approximateyy 11:10 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m. and was ^vdded into two session, ^v Ain>■ti
Younn, SCLC official, presided in the morning session, bin •
Rev. T. Y. Rogers, SCLC official, presdded at the aftenooon 
session. Rev. Ralph Abernathy, prlsidlit of SCLC, spoke, as 
weH as Rev. Calvin Moris, official of SCLC’s Operatoon Brebn 
Bisket, Chicago, Hirois, and Rev., Wiliaam Holins, SCIC 
staff mema>er. A discussion was held on obslrving the ^ni- .
versary of the death of Mrtin Iuthlr King, Jr. on APprl 4, I 

1969. / f
From April 4 through Aprrl 7, 1969 a commemoratvee 

vigil, wll be held at the United Nations in New York, led 
by Rev. Wyaat T. Waaker.

On Appil 4, 1969 parents will be called upon i;i 
keep children out of school a.l over the United States. •

‘enclW
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Re: COMMUNIST INFLLTIATOON, -
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

From 6:00 p.m. through 6:04 p.m. on April 4, people will be 
asked across the country to pause and stop all movement dur­
ing the time Rev. King was assassinated. Food chain stores 
will be asked to suspend- business nationally on Appil 4.

. Apil 5, 1969 will be designated "National Lag 
Day". Contributoons will be solicteed for Maatin Luther 
King -tags to secure funds for SCLC.

April 6, 1969'will be "Black Easter". People will 
be urged to make only necessary purchases, point up poverty 
situationS in the United States. A pageant i.s planned for 
Chicago by leaders of Operation Bread Basket in which Dr. 
King will be sybboiicly raised from the dead. .

Aim 7, l969 through Am 12, 1969 will be "'Days 
of C)otront:ltrot”, of which Rev. T. Y. Rogers is National 
Coordinator. Places of crnfrrntation are to be decided by 
iocai gr•ruPS in thirty citees where city conveners are s^- 
tonned or in other citees which are likely to3^ rot a^s* 
SCLC plans to avoid future rootnng by confronting injustices 
in educational systems, welfare, law enforcement, poOiiccs, 

• miliaarssm, etc. The program will be contnnued secure
reeitionS to have January 15 declared a legal holiday in 
honor of Maatin Luther King’s bir-tliday.

.Several SCLC officials have been suOprenaee to 
•testify in the trial of James Earl Ray. They will n^ ^pe337’ 
but Chauncey Eskrddge and Jesse Jackson of SCtt! wll testi-jy. 
A.l other SCLC personnel will stay out of Memphis.

At one point during the program, one of the,^^15" 
ers crttcrizee the leadership of Dr. Abernathy of SC^ ^d 
noted what the organizatOon needed ^J.s^geLseadersh^ 
Rev. Abernathy was sitting inrthe meeting at this ^me and Sd the remarks;, sowener, after ReeJbe.eehe sp^ 
the group, he was strongly and vigorously 
other thiAgs, he said that SCLC conle no 
of D. King alone but that all members of

applauded. Among 
live i.n the dream 
the organizatinn

2
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION, -
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

must have their own thoughts and dreams for the future. He. 
said that Dr. King organized SCLC and carried out a necessary 
program in his time, but if SCIC is to continue to advance,, ail of its leaders must keep up With the times and antici­
pate the needs of the future.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It i.s the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its..contents 
are not to be distriuueed outside your agency.

/

3*
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UPI-61 - 
. (KING)

1

IS
MARTIN LUTHER

,
ATLANTA —THE.. RIUTHEPN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IS 

‘MAKING-PLANS FOR A .’NATIONWIDE CONFRONTATION" BEGINNING APRIL A 
THE FIRST ANNIVERSRYY OF THE ASSASSINATING OF DR 1
KING JR. ’

IN MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY, KINGS SUCCESSOR. SCLC 
PRESIDENT REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY. DESCRIBED THE OCCASIOM AS A 
W^eK-LOGG PROGRAM OF "COMMEMORATION AND CONFRONTATION."

THE APRIL 4 PROGRAM WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE PRAYER VIGIL.S AND 
SERVICES FOCUSIGG ON KINGS DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH IN ■ 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. WHERE HE BEGAN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS WORK, ABERNATHY 
SAID. ’

2/26--SW121PPSS

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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In Reply, Ptease Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Bimiggham, Alabama 
February 24, 1969

RE: COMMUNIST INFITTIATOON OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur­
nished relhable information it the past reported on 
February 24, 1969, that a Southern Christaan Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) "Memaoral Moilization Meeeing” was held 
on February 23, 1969, at the Gaston Motel, Fifth Avenue 
North,. Birmingham, Alabama. Hosea Wiliams, Berard Lee, 
Andrew Young, T. Y. Rogers and Stoney Cooks, SCIC employees, 
conducted the aeeeing which touched upon Negro pooitical 
representatoon i.t Aaatema and a march on ^Mntgommry, , , , 
Alabama, to be conducted April 4, 1969. This source stated 
trht the memarial mirch'will be a statewide demoootrhtton 
to be conducted at Montgomery, Alabama, on April 4, 1969, 
and Negro coieege students will be encouraged to particppate 
in this march on the capptol. SCLC intends to complete tie 
deeails regarding the march at a meemiog whicli wll be held 
in Montgomery, Alabama, oo Mrch 4, 1969.

A second contidentihl source of this Bureau who 
has f^nijseed reiaable information in the past reported oo 
February 24, 1969, that a meeting sponsored by SCLC was gmld 
at the A. G. Gaston Mooel in BirmOghham. Nosea Willaams 
and Andrew Young, SCLC offccejs, were in charge*  Thmim were 
rmprmieothtieis from six or smvmn unties in Alabama: T 
m^io topic of discussion was to prepare for a march oo 
Montgomery, Alabama, Appil 4, 1969, to commemmrate the 
death of Rei/. M. L. King, Jr. Another primary topic of 
discussion was the plhooiog of ao weeall movement to be 
set up in Alabama to secure better Negro pooitical pari- 
cipaticrn inasmuch as Hoimh Wiliamis feels ^I*  ^e^id3 of 
the people in public office in Al^mma ihould be Wack, 
according to the population of the state. A series of 
progamisto deal with this question win be mapped out oo

• Ths dement contains either rmcommendt•on••.:; ..c. 
conclusions of the FBI. It is We P^perty of the FBI 

' and is ■loaned to your agency; it aod its entente are
not to be distributed outside your as^cy.
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTIATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE^

Mrch 8, 1969, at St. Judes Catholic Church in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Tommy Wrenn, a subsisttcce worker fnr SCLC, spnke 
nut at this matting, atd using profanity cursed thc whitc 
ptnplt, calling them rats. etc. He proposed a disruption 
in the steel plants in Alabama. He suggested that the steel 
workers call in sick nt Aprrl 4. 1969. He asked al1 st^l 
workers tn meet with him after the meeting was over. It 
was noted that about fiteeen Negroes met with Wromi af^r - 
the meeting. .

Source advised that also present at ths meeting 
were Stoney Cooks, SCIC Youth Director, and Dr. J. L 
Cashin, Negro dennist from Huunssille, Alabama, and leadtr 
of the National Demoitalic Party of Alabama. Pet^ Hll, 
a Birmingham attorney, was present, as will as F^d Gray, 
who is from Tuskegee and Motgomery, Alabama. , G-aF sa-d* 
he iarored thi.s proposed mi arch on Montgomery, but he warned 
to know who would be in charge and exiactly what they would 
do. He said that ttht wrong leldcrshir in this mater tnula. 
cause trouble.

2*
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In Reply, Peease Refer- to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVE STIG ATTON

. Bimiinhham, Alabaia 
February 24, 1969

Title COMMUNIST INFITTJATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference Memormdmm dated February 24, 
1969, at Bimmnghaam, Alabama.

A.1 sources (except any listed below) whose identitees 
are concealed in referenced comilanicatOon have furnished reliable 
liifomhtioi. in the past.

This document contafss neither recommendatioss nor conclusinss of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency..
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11:10 PM URGENT 2-19-69 JOE

TO DIRECTOR-AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM/ATLANTA

Mr. Tolson____
Mr. DeLoach____

Mr. Mohr______
1 Mr. Bishop---------

Mr. Casper___  
i Mr. Callahan___  
5 Mr-. Coarad___

Mr-. Felt______  
Mr. Gale_____ /j
Mr-. Rosea.. 
Mr. Su.„ch 
Mr-. Tavel___ _  
Mr. Trotter____ ! 
Tele. Room_____  i 
Mis Holmes__ . J
Miss Gaady_---- I

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIIN LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE (SCLC), IS - C

RE BIRMINGHAM AND BUREAU TELETYPES FEBRUARY NINETEEN

SIXTYHNE AND ATLANTA URTEL AND LHM TO BUREAU FEBRUARY

THIRTEEN SIXTYHNE CAPTIONED RE ABOVE

ON NIGHT. FEBRUARY NINETEEN, SIXTYNINE AT ONE THREE EIGHT

SEVEN - R ADVISED HE WAS NOT AWARE AS OF THAT TIME THAT SCLC

HAD FINALIZED ANY SPECIFIC PLANS FOR APRIL FOUR, SIXTYNIEE OR 

that basic nature of activity contemplated for april four was 

DIFFERENT THAN THAT INDCCAEDD II REBUTEL AND RE LHM. ATLANTA 

WILL FOLLOW THIS MATTER AND IMMEDIATELY FORWARD PERTINENT

DETAILS.

RECEIVED: 11:14 PM LRC
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0-19 (Rev. 4-6-76)

. Ray Again Fails in Retrial Effort
; CINCINNATI - James Earl Ray, the^conRsssed 
' assassin of Dr. Martin Luther Kiing Jr. who now claims 
; he ds innocent, today lost his latest attempt to change 
i. his guilty plea and stand trial. .
1 _The ^-S- Sixth.Circuit Court of Appeals, in a unani- • 

i.ous?-°,fuling. decided that Ray had intelligently and
I Voluntarily pleaded guilty to ki-limg the civil rights 
' leader and had received competent legal advice., 
! King was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis,
i Te*<‘ Ray. who pleaded guilty to first degee murder 
. on March 1°, 1969, is now servmg a 99-year sentence at 
; the Tenneeeee State Prison in -Nashville.

Ever since entering the guilty plea, Ray has bee# 
seeking to withdaaw that plea and to stand trial'. T

Assoc. Dir. -------  
Dep. AD Adm. _ 
Dep. AD Inv. --

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. -------------  
Comp. Syst--------
Ext. Affairs ----- 
Gen. Inv. ----------  
Ident. --------------
Inspeciion --------  
Intell. ------------  
Laborotory -------
Legal Coun. ___  
Plan. & Eval. _
Rec. Mgot. -------  
Spec. Inv-----------
Training --------- 

Telephone Rm-----  
Director Sec’y----

6^^

The Washington Post _ 
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times _ 
The Wall Street Journal
The Natoonal Observer-----------------
The L,os Angers Times-------------

n.,e 5-10-76

FBI/'DOJ
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Theories' on

) Tied by Common Threads

J This is the second of two .articles written by John M 

■ IC™-*™ and ^ iepert«r by Mr. Crew*™, Ben A.
,Frank.in, Nlcl-tlCss M. Herreck and Martin Waldoon. ■ i

Dep. AD Adm. i
Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.;
Admin. _________

Ext. Affairs___  
Files & Com. __  
Gen. Inv. 
f—enS.

1 _ S^"to The New York Times ' „—Jer of the Commi1eg^.So..Itlves-
) W ASHINGi ON, Jan. 1—M<et■■■• ' ’ - .tigate' Assassinations, who is /
! of the theories of a co^pir-asy-Jhe" Case’ also witntoS being mow Mr-. Ray’s chief ceonsnl, (
!surrounding the tssassinatienl lb;! to estab^sh. any firm'asserted in a r-ecent interview I 
iof the Rev Dr Martin tuthpr' evfdence of a conspiracy. 'that if a new trial were granted ' 
£4J oi DDriia inrtL even e\-tnou‘ access to he could present a cage that

,, .t - . p 1 ,6S’ are: Govcrnmcnt fries, which remain Mr.. Ray was nowhere near
■ b tuna by a cemmen toreaci— targely closed, or to Mr.. Ray, . the Memph s motel at the time 
:the view that onna.mc— "meer-; who r*cfoisc— So be' interview—d, iof the assassination. . •
Iests,” southern, reactionary!The Times found puzzinug rnps; Mr. Ray had prcvtooelly SoI— 
iand whtee, had sgtliit—1 in Dr 1 an— Incensrseencies in thesis lawyers shat he ha— been
|King! increasingly militant'Cv1,0"^ ^d® Poblic oute—g a rooming houee adja-
I civil antivit-,,,. toy thc F.B.I., the Justice De-icent to thc motcl when Dr.।w g to amities a ngw!partment and other agencies.'King was killni, although hn 
।ncenomfc and peliticnt ■threat Even some Justice DcpnrS-:ht.— nos known of the ureter 
I tnns preciptase—i his murder at mnnt lawytrss have been so' at the time. ..

1/
Plon. a Eval. __
Spec. Inv-------------
Troinig^------------

Telephone Rm. ----
Director Scc'y ___

;their hands.
i A second common thread has 
been the skepticism of many 
over toe mtervenmg seven 
years that Jaimes Earl Ray, a 
smail-time holdup man with a 

j rcputatinn for bumbiing bad 
I luck and a long string of jail 
ecnCenges, could by himself

1c.eocn.r_ngd?nt^eemc^ The Tgnnssene prosecutors
ly mvolved in thie assassination;produced a wttness, Charles O 
may navn gone onpunished that:Stevess, who placed Mr. Ray 
they have twice tried to induce'inside the houce at tie tine 
he cenviceted killer, Mr. Ray, I the shot struck Dr. King a 
to tell whalt he knows to a:shot he said he had hnard but 
Fndnrtl gi•and juhy. had not ieee—fired fr-om the

Testimony Refused
had not seen—fined from the 
boarding house bathroom.

Mr. Stevens later asked for,

have planned and carried out Rojt, who has privately main- 
both'' the crime and an'escapnl tain^i snnS he was but an un- 
that stretched over four coun­
tries and two months before
he was finally captured in 
London.

Charges that Mr-. Ray had 
not acted alone began to 
mount almost from the moment 
that Dr. King, his spinal cord

On both eccarfonr, firrt in h,M^StCvensi -r asked,™', 
1971 and again last year, Mreb0(1 d no1 ^cgver the ^O10’* 
" - cr ■ yt ’ |000 reward offaed for infor­

i motion tca—fng to the convic- 
witting part of a larged ptot So™^;^^^ m^derere - 
ngainst Dr.. King’s life, tens Tng;rgtear—;nnS hae vevcr bgcn 
word so thc Justice DcDnrtmenUpa y .
through his lawyess that hici Censpfratoss’ Names 
would1 Uft" testify. ■ I Mr. Fnnsterwald said that his

Mr. Rays 'lawyess cenceCe|effer■tr to gain an acquittal for 
that their client may, as the'Mr. Ray probablv woudd not 
Justice Department suspected,lpr■edocn the names of any co-; 
havC some knowfegg“” con-iconspraators. His client, Mr.l 
cemlngSnclnvolcmenttefoto-iFcneterwald said, “has no in-l

।e Washington Post _

rgrere— ;v aholtoerttee—irifc ceet.ngShgfnr'tl:vme^:s:of otn-Fgnsseee,■a—i said, “hne no in- 
builrt died in the emerapnev ers She- rheotmg, but they terest in eetvtng She crime?’ • I 

c’ v ,in emcrggncy I. say-thaS ms refusal So- talkl several officials and formorthu
'room where he hn— been Saken1 5^ from his fear of reprisals nffSgVeenn^effiC ^ (and fernter; h ltt - -------  

e(.cmr iiom oi repr’au, efflclnlr of thc Justice Depart-WaKhinptc,n Star-Npwafrom,co-conrplrators. Sucn re- menu's Civil Rirnts Diriectt Washfnrotn StneNeee - 
prra'ls. they add, cou1— nasriy; which wnr given the r•CSpOnri-Dnity News (New York) 

bg cnrriled eot inrldc the watts.biliy for investigating Shc mtrr-The New York Times 
of ShcTentieecef sSaSe Pcn(tnr■der almost from ton moment iSThe N Y “ ' 
tiary in Nnehvltie, where thc; occurced, tave become increM-Thc Wall Street Journal _ 
^7rnCarre—.Men1^ay ie seevV,g:inrly convinceci over toe lartnc National Observer 
a 99’year remenre. | seven year’ ShaS Mr. Ray de-

Atthough Mr. Ray pIco—c—spitc his protest, wte, Dr.The Le>e Angeles Time’ _ 
roilSy in a 144-minuCe pro torii King's aeeasstn. 

from the Loraame Motel, in 
, downtown Memphis, Tenn.
I According to officials and 
Ifor-mer tfIiciais of the Justice 
!Department and Federal Bur•eao 
| of Investigaonn, the bur'eau has 
I checked out various assertions 
I of such a conspiracy that have, 
1 come to its attention and has 
• found virtually all to be with-
'out substance. A team of, 
Ngw—York Times reporters' 
spent rfx weeks invget;rttltrg.'

ma proceeding on Mar-i:h 10,1 And even tht>sn efficiais who 
1969, he attempted to ^t^V doubt Mr.. Ray’s sole responei.
that plea.withm a few daysjbiliy atribUtlted their beliefs Date 
saying it had been made under: to “hunches” and “gut feel- 
undue pressure from his law-'fngs,’.....................................
yer-, Percy Foreman of Houston. I

not to hard evidence.
In 1971 .and in 1974, partly 

Mr. Ray now has bcfor-c the bccauee of their own deobts 
Urdud States Court of Appeals and partly in response to the 
for the Sixth Circuit a motion onofficial dppnals by Mr. FCn- 
fora new trial. isterwaM, Civil Rights Divrs0tn

Mm-Bernard FensterwaW Jr., officials sifted and‘restited-the 
a Washington lawyer and fton■|marss of evidencc-nmough to

r-
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Ji7^pyCkM^)Crak^^^ ihat Rhtu. hha P1
’tSi’’x’i y .to .defense-ihwhnrss tim in Room 58, which 
Jtat he Wj^SeJ up” io take '
thn bhrm^^tee kilioigs by 
a mystt^(^^Frtrich Choadiho 
namta Raoul.

itrea by the F.B-I. during'’its'i 
intensive 1968 hunt,'for Dr. 
Kinn’s'kilier. ■ ' .

But after these investigations
turned up ntthiog substantial^
osw, and in light o Mr. Ray’s _ ------------- -------------nta
ptrslstent refusal to talk about | over the years, hoa p^s of it 
possible co- con’pIrators, a j are aemhIlstaably untrae, but 
oumb>tr of Justice Department । its essence is that he first nM-

Mr Ray’s story han changed

lawyess felt more convinced I countered the mao in a Mhn-

ton that Raoul had joined men^ coontctior”. •=
” "‘ " \ as But hccording to tee 1972 '

‘John Willard,” he hhd reOi^^altion of Chrtridgns of the 
a hhlf•htur ehriitr, is cal.ltd ■'ord by Frank C. Bhi■nts, a 
to question by the failure Wargt quantity of sm-ptes milita-i 
anyone, includi^g Mrs. Frank rv -30-06 chrrrintns of tee type I 
Brewer, the roommg house manitouna in the burdne had, by
aneI’, te r■echi! hhving been 1968, bteo chmmercially aval- 
hsked .by a. stranger for the able in this ctuoirh for some 
room in whcch "Mr. Williard” year's.
was I•egisterea-.

Apart from the doubtful 
sJtrh of Raoul, no iodtptnaent 
evidence of Mr. Rhh’s involve- 
mtotin a conspiracy has turned

yearn.

that befor-e that he had acted jtreal bar a few mtntt’s after
hitnt-,l ' Shis escape from the Missouri

Last summer, for txampte prison at Jefferson City on
the Rev. Dr. Ralph Dhvia Aber-- April 23, 1967.
oathy, Dr. Kmg’s succtnsor yn|l • He spent most of the h'nar up ... nnlt.I1 hthIS, hod ltle isc. 
hthd of the Stuthtr■n Christian; between his ereape hna the^ni of his mhvements before 
Ltadtrship ConftI■ence, and King ysshnsloation, ” " - ■

up in seven years, and the rec­

While there is no conclusive 
proof that Mr. Ray killed Dr. 
King—no one reports having 
seen him or anyone else Hie
the faJr.1 shoo—a rifle of the 
type used in the assassination 
was found shortly afteIWara- 
outniae■the rooming house] andl- .. Mr. .Rayand after the kiling of Dr. King outside-the roomrng house!;

says,_working for Rhoul, whomunduCes his stcurlon for himself Mr. Rays finnerprots wereDick Gergory, the comedian, , -------------------- _ sscui .^ sims^ -
who has become interested in the Canadian huthoritins have such things as the rifte ana it. 
assassination ■ conspiraCes, otvtr found ana whom patrons a bonus Canadlao -passport.' ' 
hsktd Sthnlty Pottinger, htha a tho Nant,„io n... . , ■ ■ ,. .’-I

on'

He had indisputably pur-
of the Civil Rights Division, 
to re-txhmine the two most 
persiseent conspiracy reports,

, Re-Evhluation
But the Justice Department 

is re-evaluatigg stverhl aspect 
of i:ht case that have hrtustd 
the most interest and conctr■n, 
including two chins by ioai■ 
vidua’’ that they had been part 
of or knew about the effort to 
kill Dr. King.

The first was the assertion 
of. Robert Byr-on Watson, a 
ftrmtr employee of an Atlaoih 
art gallery that he had over­
heard his nmpli>yess plotting 
to kill Dr. KIoi a few dhhs be­
fore the assasninhtit>n. .
, The second was the assnr•- 

■ Joo of a convicted confidence 
man, Clifford H. Andrews, that 
he had been part of a conspir- 

। acy to kill Dr. King, for which 
। he had been promised, but had 
i never received, $200,000. Be- 
chuse he was dhublt-crosstd, 
Mr. Andrews was reptrited to 
have shia, he was wili01g to

^saN^ two’ minin' WhiChg WhUid -e Wally cSHed tee ri/^ 
^sU^im^^ the murder, rented a
d^t rernernbe testba S spiratoss. , p room in the house. Immediaeely
do not remember Mir Lv y .StlU’ the suspicion of a con- ’ after the shooting, he fled from
do not remember Mr. Ray.

‘Amss Sale' Planned
ft was Raoul, Mr. Ray has 

said, who induced him to pur-- ,. 
chase a .30-06 rifle at a Bir-[himseff 
mingh.am sporting, goods shop ',^t''r‘!
and carry it to Memphis in his 
white Mustang, also financed 
by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray 
says, was to be shown' to pro­
spective customers in an arms 
nhle-

spiracy persists in the minds i Memph’s to Canhdh, England, 
of many, f’rom Har-odi Weis-1 Portugal and back to England 
berg, the former Maland .before he was chpturtaS.
chtcken farmer'who h^ styeai I There remain, however, some 

ho “dependent mv^- perplexm? questions about the
JlnaJtr of stvtrhl recent • Ray case that make many of 

i those familiar with its attaii 
Ireluciaot to ctoclude that Mr. 
iRay was a lone ynsassin. As 
: one ftrmtr Justice Department 
llawyer who worked on the care 
I typically remarked’, “The oihtr 
■ assassinations made sense in a 
;kind of mad way—hie James 
. Eari Ray thing never made hoh 
ntnse.” , , .

Foremost hmonn tht-nhs5ter-1 
ies are Mr. RayS motivss fori . 
suaatolv ltaving a girifriiMa 
and offess of a bhrtending job 
in Los Angeles in March, 1968 
to drive across the country J°

assassinations, to the former 
hlgh-ynkiOgg Justice DepaItt- 
ment official who recentiy re- 
fieceed on the evidence and
aecidta ttai Mr. Ray was 
‘‘prtbhbly not a solo.”

Although there is some basisMr. Ray told his first hwye’, _ _ _______
Arthur Hanes Sr., the former for such suspicions, they have 
Bimrnghmn Mayo,, that he was] been founded in lhi•gn part on 
instuucted by Raoul on 'the [ misintormation. and confusion
afternoon of April 4, 1968, thiovtr erroneous “facts” piC:kea 
check into the rooming house jup after the King kilting and 
opposite the Luraaine MoteL He .piassed on over the heaI•S, gaio- 
shia he was tvtotuatiy joined ing a kind of cr•tatOce through 
u„ Xi.- ,rtpititiOn.by the Canaaian, who hskea 
him to leave the rifle and wait A princiehl example is the 

btilef, wiatlh held, that tee 
Ftdtrhi Government uncovered --7---,. - . x
some thrly evlatoce of a cto-!drenn,ng tei’ qu^tion, but tee 

1spiracy that it. substqutotly’^(kmce it ‘-.s ajrembted i’ 
■■e was asked, gro ..i..& |suppressta. That btlitf whsl‘contradictory. There^re nomt
restive, had sttppta out of the. prompted by iht warran.i ob-i'ir>diaations that Mr. Ray wa’ a 

ation’’?” tOCiualon■■ innLUiithbhr in time to neeRaotl runnirrn| ;ntnlIMthRa^
from prosecution and an un-down the ntairs to tee street., k after theKiSn2assassine and other signs teat he wan a- o - where he topped the ntle ana wsekWhfterc^ . nonviolnnt man who neither

conspired in tee kiliing wiit a ^d otr to^d Macks aO1 
man “whom he atiSgna to be had n? particular feeling h.bout| 
tis brotter,” ’ iDr. King. .

name the other coospiratoss 
in return for various consider-

in a downstarss bar-.
Mr-. Hanes rechlied in a recent 

telephone conversation that Mrs.
Ray had said he had done as 
he was hskea, but. growing

described sum of money.
i. The Civil Rights Divisito 
concluded in a memtI•anilum 
rent rectotiy to AJthI•nth Gnn- 
trhi Edward H- Levi thhJl 
neither the Whi:soo nor An-' 
drews report waraan’s a re­

.Mi-. Rays other belongings and
climbed ioio the Mustang-.

Mr. Ray, who insis’s that he 
had no knowiedge of Dr. King’s 

.' murder until he heard about 1J 
on a car radio sometiime later, 
shid he drove off wi.t:h Raoul in 
the back seat, hidden by a beai-

opening of tee King investiga­
tion, and Mr. FtMSterwaid, Mi-. — w i.
R^S lawyer, agreed io a recent’h^t- Afler ^“P b oC.1’’ : 
interview thai both men ap- W shid> RyhULjlmPn^■10dtMir 
peared to be wit-iuoi credibility- jSs care .hMd .vanSsS'ta- an^^ni’ 
pn Ray contmued on to Misssssippi.

Third Assertion
The Justice Department, de­

spite its findings m the Whtsoo' 
and Andrews mateess, is otne-, 
theless lttkiog into a third 
such assertion mvtlvtng a 
group of visitors to an Atlanta 
jail who purptrttaly wtI■e hver■ 
hthrd, six moottls before the 
assassination, attempting to 
soicit the helo of inmates in 
arrangmg for Dr.. King’s mur­
der. . .

While Justice tfficihin see 
Mr. Ray's refusal to talk as the 
most significant ioaichtito of

kill Dr-. Eng. . .
The Justice Departmentis ad-

Conspiracy AHeged . OWtees ^ Case
SIocs ordinaiy murder is otil TheT7.7hnn^fhrmtrOrnCiy 

a Fndnrhi crime, the Justice' shla, aid oot .haa^enSn,.ttl® q^ntt 
Dephrtment .was able to claim iito yf mo,liVe' ,oo„) tto 
jurisdictton io tes case only: “particularly puz^e 
by alleging tee existence of time .BouI tee oddrti 
a conspiracy to vihlate Dr., case. Oms of 'J1’1.. 
King's civil righ’s, and tSe war- .discovehy teat M’. 
r■hnJ charging, Mr. Ray with when abaMdontd. • g.
Jtat oftenst was obtained on’ tnih one nmPh' ^’V?111- <„„,.. 

■ the simogth of hs statemtntl chamb>nr and nonn in 
! Jo the .BiImtingham sporting round clip. TSa'wttldLStggnm 
goods clerk ttat he was pur- Jtht thW-aSShSSinhtlon ha

• chasing a rif]t in anticipation I a one-shot, yli■t^■ooJS‘ng„p p" 
’ of a hunting trip with hls|tni.ion—t'skh at btst “.j 
i “br•ohleS‘” . txptrienced rrlftema-p> ^““J
’ Much speculation has alsofmore SO1,f0I■reerw-shevidencpd 
, centered on how Mr. Ray ob-^skill shottIrlS wannn^

. „. „... ---- g,, ' Jhined the five military. cyr■■;tM.ih by. an a1
phti•ons gathered that ^terncon triilges found in the bundle ’.hip mndhls. sx.
in Jim’s Grill, a bar on Jhe dropped outside the Memphis^ Nor ’ there a co-L ng? .t,p
ground floor of the It’t•nuO^J!t30ni-t1g house, with tee imhlHPrhMhtt0-’ wty MLRay-fntid 
house, wtre ybin te rtcael io1 cation Jtat he might have been kiter was Mr. R^ u .pna 
F.B.I1_agtotS havmg-'seeiraman • g ttie rifte and his tJStr belonig-
rennnnbling Mr. Ray-  

Mr. Ray is reported to have 
since chhngea hi’ story, main­
taining without elhboration th^ 
he was some distance from the 
rooming house when the fatal 
shot struck Dr. Kimg, but the 
discrepances bttwttM eemms 
of either versoon and the facts 
cast doubt on the story mi”
entirety.
• For one thing, none of the

experienced neem?11;

'Nor is there a chnvincigg ex-

the rifle and his other belon;
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Arngs ooJne street in full view,-----^------- -------- -- ______
Iin fr^t of the aoaa.Og^•niOer^ in AOneytfs name when he the recesses 0
-£ aa“ttred^^^

I The F.B.I. concluded that i1968;
eropping the rife on the street,» Wre are a number of sim-

tf'arsarsior-Lee Harvey
on June 8/, U.0iiers Mr- Ray eventually'thern—w^seBmoSHA^ 

i d^d’S to cttPeaate with the comm wrogre^^^ -
‘^’tcce Department and hastate, rieeno^^^ by '

whh7re k wa’tou°d by a Mem-' ^3 questions, each io’itr'eif~peV-:^mofferp^^^^^ mftnnstVoO'nuA’it J0™V i
;phis pohreman wthin ’even haps expire as the result of wttness stand, his narneapDeahe p^t “w*! a ug the other
I minutes wa’ simp! typical o1 luck or happenstance, but to- destined torniain ^0^!’ whyo wTh^ ^P10 >
Mr. Ray’s ctreea as a bungeer. gether the subsiance of a aanksJtfJt^irtn0^ 
Pn had nrpvimis v been ar- neener muefonr - cam.Bwu.. tHe had previously been ar- deeper myseeyy.
rested tfiea htving fallen out’ For example, why did Mr. 
of a getaway car onto the p——'
street, having run headlong into 
a blind alley and having 
dropped • his bankbook, com­
plete with name and address, 
at the scene of a crime.

. Escape a Mystery .

Ray exchange after one day the 
fy’ gun he pur-chased from the 
Birnungham gun shop, obtain-

■ Other aoomale!s abound!. The 
detai’s of Mr. Ray’s escape 
from the MirroUri penieentary 
are unclear. And no one can 
explam why the “wanted” 
fiyea issued atuiineir after his 
absence was discovered con­
tained exampess of fiogerpaioi:r 
that were not his. .

Not is there a convincing 
explanation of how Mr. Ray, 
after makmg his way by bus 
frtn Ailtoit to Toronto, se­
cured the aliases Paul Bridg­
man tne Ramon George Sneyd. 
They were reridenrs of the 
Toronto area who bore a .re­
semblance to Mr. Ray, who was 
cartying a Caoaeitn passport

■ ing a more powerful expensive 
weapon, when the first would 
well? rerVee his purPose equalty 

But there are larger ques­
tions, and one of the most sig­
nificant is how Mi-. Ray, a 
stranger to Memphis who had 
amved there less than 24 hours

4 J

before Dr. King was klUed, was 
■ able to learn that the black 
hader was. staying at the Lor­
raine Motel. •

Although it has been widely 
reported that the Memphis 
newspapers of April 4 carried 
artiCes to that effect, and even 
photographs of him standing on 
the balcony outside his room, 
no such art^es orphotogaaphs 
appeared until April 5, the day 
after Dr. King was shot. .

Source of Funer
But rite central question—toe 

one on wh^ch the theory of any 
conspiracy turns and for wnich 
the F.B.I. candidly admi’s it has 
no answer — is where Mr. Ray 
obtamed the i:tltusane’s of dol­
lars he used to finance his trav­
els through at least five coun­
tries, hisi $2,000 Mustang; his : 
$500 rifle and his habit of 
spending long hours in bars.

One Justice Department offi­
cial, said recentiy, “We simpy 
don't know how he got his
money.” But he noted that Mr. 
Ray’s robbery of a London sav­
ings bank four davs before his 
an-est seemed to be an ind.icai- 
tian■ that he was not being sup­
plied with funds by other con-1 
spirators. . 1

The F.B.I. investigaeed again 
all unsolved 'bank robberies at 
the time of Dr. King's murder 
but was not able to link Mr. 
Ray to any of them. The bureau 
theorizes, but cannot prove, 
that he sustained himself With 
other small robberies in . the 
Unieed States. .

■ There are many more unan­
swered questions, but the clues ' 
to theirr-solution lie not in' 
the flees of the F.BSiS7Tu^ in
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Study of Dr. King's Death 

Fmea No Links to F.B.I

Ext. Affoirt __ 
Files & Com. 
Gen. Inv.
Ietnt..____U
Inaptction Jk

J Thss is the first of two articles on renewed ques- 
। toms about the aasaasinaiinn of the Rev. Dr. Alarm 
: Luther King Jr.|t was wTitlen by John M. Crewc^on and

is bawd on reporting by Mr. Crewe;sor!, Ben A. Frank 
Un, Nicholas M. Horrock and Martin Waidron.

Spfflil to The New York Tima •

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31—For agency that could proatcu^ 
nearly eight years the aaaas-!if evietnce warranted. With! 
sinaMon of the Rev. Dr. Martinidass, the Justice Department' 
Luther King Jr. has puzzeedlCivil Rights lDivisio^ open 
many private citizens and even Jan examination—the first eve 
some Government officials who—of the 96-volume archive th 
w^e skeptical that Jamta EarliF.B.L had compiled on Dr. Kin) 
Ray, an escaped ex-crovictl About the same time, T 
with no obvious antipathy to'New York Times began its ow

Intell.
Laboratory —!---  
Plan. & Evol.
Spec. Inv. _____

Telephoea Rm. __

wai-d the black civil rights lead-,:inquiry into the case. Alhhoug 
er. had been the irne assassin, limited by Mr. Ray's refusal f 
etapite Mr. Ray’s own admis- talk with reporKrn and by lac 
sion of guilt in court. 'of access to the stlll-classiti^

Select Committee oo Intel-1 files,
Last month when the Senate Justice Department and F.B. 
' ■ ' rtporteas investigate'

[ligence disclosed that the Fed-lmaoy questions about M
erai Bureau of Investigatinn 
had carried out a secret six- 
year effort to discredtt Dr. King 
publicly, questions were sud­
denly being asked in official 
quartet's: Might the F.B.I, itself

Ray's possible motives, mov 
ments, money and connection 
and t:he activities'of the F.B

After numerous intendM . 
over six weeks with prese 
and former officials of t

have been involved in some!Juatice Department and E 
way in the murder of Dr. King | F.B.I.,. lawjus and others fan 
at a Memphis motel on April liar with the case. The Tim -
4, 1968? found oo evidence that wou

Preasure for an investigaoinn mpHcate the F.B.I. efflier .’ 
of the F.B.I.’s harassment of rectly or indirectly in the killin 

j Dr. King was immtdiate. The I Srulccas familiar wth the 
Senate committee crnaieel■ee vtstigation by the SeMtos&L'- 
extending |ta own investigaoinn wmm^tee verted that to 

.but dtciee’d to leave it to some

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD In/. __

Asst. Dir.,: 
Admin.

Date

r >

The WaahingOon Post 
Washingoon Star-News . 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times_ 
The ^’all Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
The Los Angeiea Times

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



hit fount ,no ev^eenc:e_of J..B.L 
' Cognicity in tee -position of 

the King file they hit exam- 
ivtt.

. The Justice Depirtment’s re- 
exim!natim of the lgeee cov- 
timess. But J. Stanley Pottinge,, 
head of the Civil Rights Divi- 
SiO.n., siit in in interview that 
so fir Cis inquiry hit turned 
up no evitlence whatever of 
F.B.I. invo'vement in ttie kill­
ing.

But many otter questions 
remain open. The Justice De­
partment’s investigativn itself 
is eher•gtd with a broader task 
than merely fintrng out whete- 
er the F.B.I. hid a Cint in the 
murder. Ii is also trying to te- 
termine i:he extent of the “tir-iy 
tricks” played aniinst Dr. King 
and whetieer any of ttiem in­
voked iUegaiiees. The inquiry 
is checking the F.B.I. files for 
possible derelictlnn in the bu­
reaus originil investigaOnn of 
the murder or for evitenee' of 
a covsee-acy itetlf. •

96tV!OUunee file that gekstd_them 
any aj|ji-an F.B.I. er•oeosal,, 
mite|Blate March or eariy 
April T9o8, to point out to 
.friendly “media sour-ces” in 

I Memphite that Dr. King;, the 
I countiy’s foremost ineegattint- 
। ist, had taken a r-oom there 
la few days eer•lelr at the ex 
I whne-owned Rivermont Motel 
I ovetiooinng the MSssssippi Riv-

viewds^ie question orWe.heer 
toe emmosity evidenncA J. 
Eener Hoover, the IhMb.L, 
tlrecior, and other high bureau! 
tfficais towadd Dr.. King creaedd 
a climate within the bureau 
toat resided in an investiaaOnn 
tf his deith that was not tCtr- 
ough erd expeditious erounh.

A number of ftl•mtr F.B.I.
, er-.
! On March 28, 196!!, Dr. Ki:

agents, many of them involved 
n the ississinition investiet-!I On March 28, 1968, Dr. Kmg I- ‘“^.assassHiiuon invesnat- 

, and other officials of his South-; ?Or!Lelecloete..th.e* many field 
Tern Chr’stim Leadership Con- „gerte- kvew,tcit Mr- Hoover 
ference, a Civil RighSs Oenivi- and*’ /c^l aide’, Cit teen 
zation, went to Memph’s, to angered by Dr. Klrge criticism 
lead a march in SUeeOr•r of Of t.bureaus civil rights aetiv- 
striking municipal nar•leaee "^ 'n Jf® South; had' ex- 
workes.. The dispute quicWv preSS^d o enne at his personal 
tunned into a violent protest moree and were conchmed

lwhen some demovstaatoss be-' -------^—
gm smashing shop windows.; pored Commit neWnleilteZr^- 
treDtedKfrom^Vs^^^ to ers might give the Ameriian
Urn- IrOn - e vj memee to । Commun’st Party a degree of 
t:Cef Rivermont, sevtral b ocks Pmi,mi .JT •. from tve biack-t>wntti Lorraine1 gOnleO)1 ■ «ver blick voers in

the South.

pur-

ike.itwas noirn out^-fei. 
the^ner said, anda-m-serre- 
tmed F.B.I. officia!. eiSo ebsd- 
!Vrliole,ed,.W1C^ ^e investigoSeJ 
echoed that gOntentinn’ a 
.JT^/ a case," he said, 
where we went all out. evr 

fofiowdd not only the leads 
-i iere logical or even stni- 
eieuslble^ but a lot that ootrte 
Sknpy..cra2t!■ ebsolutely just 
silly. We followed them alt.”■ '

TCe F.B.L’s hunt for Dr 
King's killer was one of the 
most comprehensive “special,” 
or CigC-eeloritt!, investfcatfons 
in tiie bureau’s history, involv­
ing at its peak some 3,000 
egtrte--tenn about calf the 
total number—moree than 30- 

■ 000 mteniiews of irdividea!s 
। believed to have knowlenee of 
■ toe case, and a cost of reerly 
I $1.5 niliO>v over two month.. 
I But some former Justice De-

i Only trt oceesior has thus 
far come to light, according 
to Justice Department and 
F.B.I. sources, in wtieC the 
bureau’s efforts to discredit Dr. 
King overiappai with his taves- 
tigeticrl of his .mul■itet.

In that instance, wCigC ap- 
eeee•s to be of no eovseqkevct- 

■ the F.B.L’s Intelliergee Divssion 
pr•ovieted to its General Investi- 
netive Div’sOon the name of 
a Los Arnte!S dentist with 
whose estrangtdl wife Dr. King 
hid been filmed by F.B.I. intel­
ligence enents entering and 
ltaving motel rooms as well 
as overheard talking on the 
telephone, according to the 
SOUl■CtSt . •

The F.B.L’s assassination in- 
vestigatosr, gorsiderilng the 
possibility that Dr. Kings mur­
der might have been arranged' 
by a jealous husband, inter- 
viewa! both the dentist and 

: his wife and concluded that 
the man knew rttCirg of tee

Hotel and Motel in-a rundown 
section of the city, where the 
King .party had ertviousty 
stayed.

Dr. King left Memphis the 
. day ifter the dieastrous mar-ch 

with a ert>mite to mount enoth-, 
er protest as soon as tempers 
cooled, and when he did r-eturn, 
on April 3—the day before he 
ded-he ere his entourage in- 
staHed themselves at the Lor­
raine, on whose open-air beleo- 
ny, he was shot down the fol­
lowing evennng.

The discovery of the F.B.I. 
er't>a>osal to embarrass Dr. King - 
publicly for helvlng stopped at 
the whieeiOweed Rivermont the 
week before optnte the possi­
bility in the munds of Justice 
Dtpartmeltt lawyess that the 
F.B.I. might have been indrrect- 
ly reeeonsible for-, or even tried 
to engineer. Dr.. King’s staying ■ 
at the Lonraine MoeeL ]

But the Justice Departmentis 
mvestigatinn of the meteer,

•• eartm<ntt officials, and even 
a few retired F.B.I egent!!, con- 
cedei mat once the bureaus 
invesiigatinn rerrowed to Mr..

| Rays whereabout, some
I evidence that did not seem

Attoough knowledge of ha- 
r•assmtrt;s aimed at Dr. Kirn 
wis confrrmed to top officiate 
1- F.B.1. headquartere, some 
lesser executives and field L. “r w
agents knew of the mirtr dis- \Oit wndrtrte•g^y1,tO Mr' % 

• but which might have provieedeklait:orns and phys^a! and eitgt - pr”ii.et“
trtriie survellianee of which c*s ^ A,gone’^r^ nigCt
he was a target. have gone oveolooked.'

t , One former F.B.I. official, But there persons aM othere, echoed that Skepi(ilon, saying 
ilnglu51lng Ji’tice Department that once Mr.. Ray’s itMtity 
OafiC>iele7 0CO ^^ to product-Vas ttecoveeed two weeks 1atte 
OfF.B.'1'/ !nve,stnraOnn as Dr. King was kilfe.*we were 
ulfO<>W^dI ’ntO Ctaeqknr^eess in sure it was Riy” who hid 
f968rnrCKbkeeak’i1 efaortte tO committed the nkr■etr, “eve 
..nd:?.r:.Kmg s kli tr Cad been ' everything else wais seeoneiry” 
UVTtlntiVgc J to finding tee mm. But no
. T^re is«. Cowever, at leisb i one interviewed could provide 

ie mdicatmn that the F.B.I. anv examntes of tends: toovone indicatinn that any examples of leads -they4___ ,-------------------------------------- ert tAerel^« of leads UIieY
investigation may h^e been believed had not been energeti- 
teeey in following up an ima>ot- celiy followed up g
tenrt ltai-t-a fingerprint ckie. Stetrel officials, in disequnt-

Several former F.B.I. and Jus- ing speculation ebolit tee tijre- 
uce Department officiate noted-
that whatever Mr-. Hoovers 
views might have been, the 
pr-essure on the bureau to find

crime.
Preconceptions Denied

Although none of them dted 
that eertieuler incident as an 
example, many of the F.B.I.: 
personnel who teikte to The| 
Times emphasized, that they 
Hpproached the King murder 
case with no pereconceptorns 
about whether a conspiracy had

the killer had' been Interne,
,. , - both from . Attoney General

which has includdi interviews. Ramsev Clark and President 
with F.B.I. agents reeponsible j Johnson. One former official 
for the proposal and a review,, called Mr. Clark “a heavy Cim-
of the Memphis press iuring,

•the period in question, has pro-| 
dueed, one official said, no 
evidence that the F.B.I. even

I trieR to encourage the pubiica- 
! tion of such a story. • ’

Nothing, the official said, eat- 
eeeree in either of the Mtmphis. 
newspapers. The Commercial-1 
Appeal or T’he Pr-ess-Scimitar, 
taunting Mr-. King for his brief 
stay at the Riveimiont'

Moreover, former aides to

mer.” Another said 
Johnson “was quite 
at us“ becauee it 
F.B.I. tow monhss 
days to find Mir. Retr.

President 
provoeed 
took the 
and four;

‘We Had to Solve It’

au’s ■ involtemrnt in the Kng 
kilin-gT, pcined:! out that if, in- 
eoreelvably, the bureau lCat 
ehosen to arrange for sueh a 
murder it presumably could 
have deveOoped a more sophis-, 
ticaeed and far less risky met­
hod than the employment of 
a bumbhng ex-cor«vict with a 
hunting rifie.

And several indlviUaais in 
■ and out of Government familiar 
with the internal wol■klnes of 

i t.he F.B.I,, asserted that the
1 bureau was institutionally inca-

One former F.B.I. offici.al with pable of melilng ♦fe^leip from 
reseonsibliity for the King. in- , sending Dr-. King anOrtmiotBl 
vestigatinn noted tot charges leterss to arranging for his as-’
responsibiiity

exiseet. .
As one pit .it, “We didmt 

have the slightest eemn?d1dee 
who or what” was btClne to 
^O^iIV?! fubs^ tgat his aerty did'not
noted tCet .^e ri, pumher of go to the Rivtrmtrt Motel of 
neUyK•gtreefe;^ its own volition in the first
pOssiblifesf’ toe knkr was an plice but was taken there by 
JOOt Ofi fOreign power. but '^“p^ he tBo^toitfit’^. ^
dtecarded snch theories a’ con- parem [wrtein the F.B.L] top.
traelcttltt. evdterce m^ne^ fo^ krtl- we had to solve it.”

So fir, tee Cri'd R^hti D-'it—tiVn i■ectt Of the Tnstmp Die-- “We foliowed shotgun leiee;-i 
s&ufi.'toST’one^i^ current ivternel e^tl-.o?stvlB m^power mg rnmeV, 1

Dr. King have told the Depart-'

at the time by some blaeks
and radical whttes that the

sassinetion.
But some questioned whetherbureau “^.be expend to । hBu^ 

nAln nOAlx An rim aapa "irrAnlrAj . • . k.hold baek on the ease “worked
tiie other way.”

“People were saying' we 
wouier’t crack i:tie case be-
cause Hoover eien’t like King," 
the former official said, “and

we had t:o solve it.'

King under intemiittent surveil­
lance in the weeks before he 
was murdered, might have re­
ceived and withheld inronnt- 
tion about an assassination plot 
that could have saved h’s life. _ 

Aecoedlgg to all those inter­
viewed by The Times, the F.B.I. 
had no such information at the 
time of Dr. Kmg’s death, and 
had warned him of impending

I
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danigess on' numerous occa- 
simAs-Dairing the'196^ civil 
rights march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Ala., for instance, 
the Justice Department sent a 
high official to advise Dr. Kmg 
privately that the F.B.I. had

I9s-eace, "that ittipuzzed. 
that it took the RB.I. as 

_ as it did to - come up 
with [the name !] James Earl 
Ray.”

The bundle also contained

t

leat•nre of a threat against W’^apoteSghrat th? Misrouri 

Sevela past and present Jut ^^“3 !Ms 
ee•tSv?K:lri? e^i11 had an 4 tj st

yiew. wha^^CTer thr ergrre of tial_oumt)rr on it. door-some that Mr. Ray might be onr. 
Mt.THotv^eSs. Pe^stnal disilkc reason,-"fte F.B.I. apparently They were right, ‘and' ttey 
for Dr. King, d would not have did not thrtk out the radm were also lutky. " ' 
bvvn in thr F.B.I. director's in-i serial number until after M4r.;prinir,
terest to see the black leader
martyred, but rather to relay 
to Di-. Kmg every threat brought 
to the bureau”s attention , in 
the hope of frightening him out 
of the civil rights movement.

Ray was arrested.

.. Mr. Ray’s 
।pngs,, on file in tnat group 
becauee of his escape from 
the Missouri State PenitentayrThe bundee was shipped un- ’ , . ------------

der guard to the F.B.I. laborato- fte year before, were on the 
ry in Washington, attivog less 700th card the clerks examined..

The next day, April 19, the

_ The only assrrioo of tampe--
ing by Mr. Hoover with any| au” fingerprint fHes was begun 
fatrt of the King investigation until April 18, when F.B.I.
came from one fotmrt top ' " - - -
F.B.I. official, who noted that

than 12 hours after the ehttt- -■— ------ —y, “pf .9, ue
ing. And yet, by all availabielF.B.I. announced that the man 
accounts, no search of the butr-lii wa” eveking, whom it had

Mr. Ray was captured in Lon­
don by New Scotland Yard at 
6:15 A.M„ Eastern daylight 
time, on June 8, 1968 — four 

i days after Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy was struck dow'n by 
an assassin’s bullet in Los An­
geles. . _

Delay on Ierntification .
The funeral service for MZ 

Kennedy, whom Mr. Hoover 
had also grown to dislike while 
he was Attorney General, was 
scheeulre to begin in New York 
City at 10 o’clock that same 
mornmg, and the former F.B.I. 
official said that Mr. Hoover 
had ordered the public an­
nouncement of Mr. .Rays cap­
ture held up until the funeral 
was under way, in thie belief 
that this would detract from 
the publicity eurroundlgg tte 
services. • .

One facet of the F.B.I. inves­
tigation that remans a myseeyy 
—Mr. Pottinger has asked Are 
bureau not to comment publicly 
on the case in view of Mr. 
Rays appeal for a new total—is 
the passage of 15 days between 

|the shooting of Dr. King and 
■ the bureau’s identification of 
the eueprctee killer as James 

। Earl Ray. ,
Within ervvn minuees of the 

King shooting, a Memphus po­
lice lieueenant discovered on 
the sidewalk outside a cheap 
rooming htuev adjacent to dte 
Lttrainr Motel a bundee con- 
toaiing a .30-06 calibre hunting 
rifle—purcasred by. Mr. Ray 
a week earlier, it was later. 
learned—a miematcted box of 
cartrigess, a pair of bino'cueass, 
two unopened' cans of beer; 
and some undvrgamrenSs. •

Severa.1 of these items, in- 
cludmg the rife, onv of. tte 
bulled, the binoculaes and a 
beer can, bore Mr. Ray’s finger-, 
prints-soo muth ip tte way 
of evidence left on thv_stvnv, 
one former Justice Department

agents, retaacigg, Mr. Ray’s 
steps, discovered! in a room 
lie Ihadreneed in Atlanta a 
map that yielded a nearly per- 
tect latent thumb print.

Only after the thumbprint 
was rusted to Washington did 
F.B.I clerks begin poring over 
tte fingerprint cards of 53,000 
Federal fugitivss, in the belief

known up to then only by 
tlie aliases of Eric Starvo Galt, 
Jolin Willard and Harvey Louw- 
wmyer, was Mr. Ray. What 
remams unclear is why the., 
successful file search was not*
begun sooner, with 
fingerprints lifted 
items in the bundle.

(Tomorrow: 
question.

The

the latent 
from the

conspiracy

r-
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Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv------

Asst. Dir.:
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Comp. Syst. ----- -

ByJa.y.Sharbutt .
Associated Press

King Assassination
Ext. Affairs____ 
Files & Corn.__ _ 
Gen. Inv.______ 
•dent. ______ 
Inspeciion

■NEWYTVKh1 taCBw’NewQ oVe-si tonight-a so, DESPITE its work, the show winds up ' 
okehaM TLstudyt^WTfPnr’ M^t-.p.itVofsounding the ltt’—-hvve-on-indepen0.ent- 
the 1968 assassloation of Dr. Martin Luthei investigation call CBS News first made atthe' 
Ko0g.Jr.’ whethe1" Jame.®Eari Ray did i’5 end of its November probe into the Kennedy 
and, if so, whether he acted alone or as part assassination. p e y
of a conspiracy. _ „ „ At that time, it said “history will be ress

Rar pleaded gUllty in a Tennsseee C10urt-iO confused” if new coogressiooal probes are 
1969 to Kings slayi°g 1o M®^?5, but re,’made about ioformation CBS said was witJi- 
nonnced that plea, to no avail. He teter failed held from the Warren Commission by the 
in .a federal court bid to withdraw his plea cja and the fbi. ■ y
and-go-onuakbutca^Awif^^ Tonight,, it says that regardtess of the
is pending before a federal appeals court. . court decision Ray gets, doubts about thelcir- 

cumst:ances of King’s assassination still will
IN TONIGHT'S ’how, correspondent Da°remain and “an outside iovestigation is now 

Ratter says CBiS News, in i’s_ probe mto t^e needed” to attempt to resolve t:hio>se doubts. 
siaying of King, the black civil rights leader p
and Nobel Peace Prise winner, tried to inter- it SAID THE probe could be made either 
view Ray m prison. . by Congress or by an independent comm’s-

“But due to the repeated advice of his law-sioa appointed by the prerident.
yers, he wouldn’t talk for this broadcast:,” he.x On Monday oight, CBS wdl air the last of 
acids. 'So the best witness stands mute.” its four-program series on ’he ’hooungs of

Like CBS' two-part November study ofmajor Axeman teate^
President John F. Kennedy’s assassiratiO^,Wli,’ ’’“&dou^anl,!’^^ 
tonight's show revistts the scene of the slay-surioutemg the assassloatiOn of Sen. Robetl 
ins. re-studies the evidence and interviews F Keooedy, D■NlY,> and ’pe ta/e^p’e'Lf 
various persons, ranging from one of Ray's assassIoatloo of Gov. George C. Wallace of 
current lawyers to a Memphis landaady who Aabama- 
rented Ray a room.

IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautio-Lriy 
concluded that while “it may never be estab­
lished” whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone, “the evidence indicaees” that Oswald 
“probably did” shoot Kennedy. ___ '

There’s none of that in tonight’s show. CBS 
fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy 
to kill King and doesn't offer any opinon!, 
even a cautiously worded one, on who®, it 
thinks may have kited him.

It simply says, among other things, tote 
Teooessee's case against Ray as a lone 
assassin “was not as air-tight as we had 
been told,” that no one saw t:he fatal shot 
fired and that there's no evidence Ray was 
near the scene of King's death “at the mo- 
mete of the murder.”

And it reiteaaees that “what seemed to Be 
unquestionable proof — an unquaiited plea 
of guilty — now is in legal contest,” and ’hata 
feceral appellate court decision on Rays 
case may come soon. _ . _
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. -.We-Jimpty don’t know 
nowhe got his money,” one 
Justice , Department offi­
cial said recently. But he 
noted that Ray’s robbery of 
a London savings bank four 
days before his arrest 
seemed to be an indication 
that he was not being sup>: 
plied with funds by other 
conspirators. -
-The FB1 investigated 
again all unsolved bank 
robberies at the time of 
King's murder, but was not 
able to link Ray to any of 
thiemi.

There are many unan­
swered questiors, but un­

, less Ray eventually decides 
to cooperate and has some 
pertinent information- to 
offei-, his na™ appears 
destined to remain among 
the) ranks of other Ame’ii- 
can a^ass^s whose mo­
tives will become progres­
sively clouded by death, 
silence aor histor-y.
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New York Times News Service

Most of the theories of a

Troinnig

seven years that James,n ,oca- , 
Earl Ray, a smaiitime™;l^Ltt?“e_m.pted tore_-

n Even s*°me Justi^co-conspirators. His client; THE CIVIL Rieh’s Divi- 
beelnrtnl coIOw^ ho''e Fensterwaid said, “has nosibn conciudedinamemo- . 
bbhh0.--ek.Ikna1Vhdv,^ ^^ in solving nir^dum sent recently to Dop. AD I... _ 
in folbnL^^^ Aty. Gen. Edward H. Levi p
hnuthanOss0!'^^ may ■ that neither the Watson nor

H^Op tuyere.1 tnOt SEVERAL officiais vneAvdrew’ report warranted 
‘huce hth? con^ reopening of thy King
Rav tntoHofortoroi « atm Department’s Civilmvestigation, and Fenster- taLXlK^ ^“Wtis D’i»rstni>. have ve-wasd agreed in a recent 
j lyy•slawvers concedecrmy incriosiogly con-inlervyew that both men vp- 
theirclientm’ ^nfopv'sced over the last syviopeared to be without cr-ed- 
IEce oLm^ solars that Ray. despite hisibiiity.

,— „ Jpy^. wrs ^s rssys ih^™ nox

0=0^  ̂ ek«dttth^ ^fr Mog^ ^sw

i0?11^ King Jr. oO Aprii 4, rHusaAo talk stemsyrumand portiy io respDnse tdiy were orert!eard, isix 
™nty bru0Rby a cttoi-hts fearofOleDrtemr from the unofficial appevis by months befoi-e the vsra!tsi- 
mPn thread - thy v^w thyt Civii Rights"^™. attempting to solicit
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