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By NELLIE KENYON

James Earl Ra
torncy —ATTRUr
author

plight” for their
}’tary benefit.”

by Atty. Robert
Chattanooga, one
lawyers,

THE AMENDED complaint
added the name of Hanes, whom
Ray fired last November as a
defendant in a lawsuit filed last
weck. Huje and attorney Percy
Foreman of Houston -were
listed as defendants in the ori-
ginal.eamplaigt,
: Hill filed the amended bill

jannounce today when and if],

|thus was more susceptible to|-

|tioned in the body

{listed as T defernidant.

arges Hanes|

e
[Ra
Huie in ‘Collusion’-

about 12:30 p-m., after spend-

Yy charged at-jing three hours with Ray at Lhe,

Hanes and
por, William Bradford Huje
yesterday with “collusion” with o R
specific intent to “exploit his murder of Dr. Martin Luther

own “mone-|King Jr.

state prison where he s servingI
a 99-year prison senlence for (he

Hill said Ray requested dur-

court yesterdaylings Hill ang . B, g
W. Hill Jr., of| oo Hill an . Stoner of

of Ray’s new

Savannah, Ga., have been rep-
resenting in ‘civil matters only.
Ray has filed a motion for a
new trial which is now before|
Criminal Judge Arthur Facquin|/
of Memphis. Ray claims he was|!
coerced into pleading guilty tof!
killing King and that both Fore-
man and Hanes were acting in¢
their own financial interests and ;
not in Ray’s behalf, ;

FACQUIN HAS said he will|,

a hearing on Ray’s motion will :
be held.- (,-:::-_.—:::a

The &mended complaint al-
leged among other things that
Ray was_ “under extreme emo- ¢
tional and mental stress and}”

the urgings of the attorney who
was allegedly acting in his be-,
half.” : L

It was charged further that
Hanes realized that Ray was a
stranger “to the tangles of the
law, and therefore proceeded to
‘take him in. " =

Huie, a free-lance writer
from Hartselle, Ala., contracted
with through Hanes lo write
Ray’s life story. Foreman was
later made a party to the con-
tract. Ray’s original complaint
seeks to block publication of the
book by Huyie. ...,

HILL SAID Hanes was
omitted as a defendant from the
original complaint through an
oversight. Hanes was men-
of the com-
ot" formerly|,

plaint but was n
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Hanes, ¢f.Rirmingham, was
employed as Ray's first lawyer.
The suit filed in federal court
here alleged Hanes was re-
leased when Foreman was en-
gaged, under an agrcemenl in
which Hanes would rececive
$30,000. :

The amended complaint
charged Foreman -coerced Ray
inlo “signing some sort of peti-
tion for waiver and other un-
lawful and unconstitutional peti-
tions . . .” under which he
pleaded guilty to King's murder
and accepted a 99 year prison
term. :

Among the rights which Fore-
man was charged with attempt-
ing to coerce Ray to waive
were Ray’s motion for a new
trial; succesesive appeals to the
Court of Criminal Appeals of
the State Supreme Court; and
petition for review by the U.S.
:|Supreme Court._

g
THE SUIT said there “is no
\|precedent for such a waiver in
|law or equity and that as an
experienced attorney, Mr. Fore-
‘man must have recalized not
only the impropriety, but the
gross injustice he was fostering
upon his own client . . . in di~
rect contradiction” of his guar-
anteed constitutional rights.

Soon after Criminal Cour.
Judge W. Preston Battle Jr. of
Memphis, sentenced Ray, Battle ;
'died and Faquin was named to K
succeed Battle. )
~ The ecivil suit which has been
filed in federal court here
charges Hanes, Foreman and
Huie of wanting Ray to plead
guilty so as to avoid a trial
which would make facts and
testimony public property and
eliminate any exclusive rights
to such material. Battle ques-
tioned Ray at length to delor-
mine whether Ray understood a
plea of guilty closed the door
to a new trial or appeal under
Tennessee law.

The amendecd complaint,
however, insigted-such.-a waiver
is unconstitutional, " .= :
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»quin succeeded on the case, |

: vBy ROY B. HAMILTON

: Press-Scimitar Statt Writer

i James Earl Ray’s return
to “Memphis appeared likely *-
today, following announce--.
ment by Criminal Court .
Judge Arthur Faquin -he
would hear arguments on.
%{ay’s new trial motion May.

6

RECRER

“

_Judge Faquin set the hear- .
ing date after it was agreed:.,
upon by the court, Robert K.™
Dwyer, executive assistant
attorney general, and Rich-
ard J. Ryan, one of Rays
new attorngves. ..,

:While the Judge did not
: disclose whether he would;’
ofder Ray brought back to'}
Mgmphis for ‘the -hearing*
from the state penitentiary

v vl s

*in Nashville, it was consid-’

ered virtually certain he w1ll
be returned. : s,

THE LATE' Judge W I
Preston Battle, whom Fa-,
.had Ray in the courtroom for
.all pretrial hearings, as ar
.safeguard to his rights, and;’
Judge Faquin is expected to,,

"follow the policy he laid:

down, according to sources.
Following the announce-"’

ment in Faquin's courtroom,

Dwyer told newsmen the:

* state would file a written an-

swer somctimethis week op-
posing a new trxal for Ray

" ing guilty. He said his for-
, mer attorneys,
_ Hanes and Percy Foreman,
. were more interested in sell-
ing book and movie rights to .
" Alabama
. Bradford Huie than in de-
. fending him, _

.year sentence, contends he

¢

&

' today undergoing tests.

wrﬁ; replace Jim Beasley on_

ASKED IF he thoyght Ray
Sould win a new trial,’
Dwyer replied: ‘“From the
state’s viewpoint, I don’t
think he will.” He said Ray,
in pleading guilty to the mur-
der of Dr. Martin Luther’
King on March 10, waived
his rights to appeal and he
could not see ‘“‘any merit” to
his arguments.

Ray, who received a 99-
was

“pressured” into plead-

Arthur J.

author

ATTY. GEN Phll Canale,
usually the spokesman for
the state on the ‘Ray case,
was reported in a hospital

In another development, it
was reported Clyde Mason,
-assistant attorney. general,

William |

the: prosecution team. Beas- .,

. Ie % the state’s research man‘a
. oliythe case, has been named

county attorney, effectlve
Mgnday v

vJUDGE FAQUIN is ex-:

" péZted to conduct the May 26

1

hearmgs were held.

" said the special, armor-plat-
" edocell Ray occupied whilea.

there if returned. .. -

hearmg in Division 3 court- ¢
rgdm, where 'all previous

gSherlff William N. Moms

prisoner here is available °
aﬂgi Ray-—will ke confmed.

Wl i W10 639 et e R e Ly 030 Syl A

|

Date:

Editor:
Title:

PAGE

¥EMPHIS,

Edition:
Author: .

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

oz

MEMPHIS PRESSe-

SCIMITAR
TiNN.

/67

CHAS. H. SCHNEIDE

i
Character:

‘], °r HEMPHIS
Classification:
Bubmitting Offieet .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

D Befnq Investigated |y




- 0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68)

MURKIN

| ther King Jr.

R
? %‘Q\a.:v

Ray's Bid for New Trqu’
e Heard May 26~

| To B

MEMPHIS Tenn. '(AP) —
Judge - Arthur Faquin Jr. today
set May 26 t5 hear a motion by
James Karl Ray for a new trial
in the murder of Dr. Martin Lu-

Robert K. Dwyer, executive
ass1st;ant “district attorney, said:
_there 1s a strong possxblhty that

¢

! Ray on ' March.10.

| vides that any new, tnal' motions
| that; are.-pending,

Ray himself will appear at the
hearing. -

The question of Ray’s eligibili-
ty for ‘a new trial is unclear
under Tennessee law. Ray en-
tered a guidy plea to-King's
murder* on ‘March 10, and was
sentenced to 99 years in prison,

Normeally, anyone who enters
'such a plea forfeits -rights. to
appeals or new hearings, and
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-|
ton, Battle. pomted that out toA

-But, Tenness9e Jaw also pro-

org, a‘judge.

.who d1es° mﬂst au,mat:lcallybe'
3| granted.. -

-

- |fect to Battle and Ray’s attor-

{summer, assumed full respon51-
|bility upen Battle’s death.

{|ent attorneys was amended .to|

[sons.

||listed as .a defendant in the ac- |

|mayor, was fired by Ray last|

| Novembér andreplaced by Per-

‘IThe suit contends Ray was pres-

“|tect “éxclusivé story and movie

. Battle, dled of aA heart attack 1
onMarch 31 4 )

- Ray, began $a g’ qlmostlm- 1
mediabely after he pleaded guilty
that “he - 'was pressuréd . into
doing 'so,and‘wanted a new trial.}
He" wrote, two letters to that ef-

neys contend that a letter sent |
five . days béfore the judge’s
death constltutes 2 motlon for a
new trial. " C

Faquin, who -had been named
back-up* judge' to” Battle m”the
early. stages of the case. last

In a development yesterday;
civil suit filed in U.S. District
Court in Nashville by Ray’s pres-|

charge that Ray s former coun:-|
sel, Arthur Hanes of Bu'mmg-)
ham Ala., had been in “colly-|
sion” with Alabama author Wil-)
liam Bradford Huie in a plan toj .
“exploit”. Ray for monetary rea—
Y1 TN
Hanes ‘was mentloned in the

) smt that was filed last week; but!
‘was not ‘listed as: 2 defegdant\

until yesterday. - -

‘Chattanooga lawyer RobertW
Hill Jr., one of the men now
representing. Ray, said he first |
believed Ray did not want Hanes

tlon - e
Hanes, -former - Blrmmgham
cy Foreman of Houston, Tex.

sured into pleading guilty be-
cause Foreman wanted to pro-

rights to Ray’s blography, as-
signed by 'Ray to Huie in refurn

for payment of lggal fees.
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Ray Atiormgy
Llaims He Has

L4

New Fvidenece

«>* CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. ~—
< XUPl) ~ Claiming he has-
CMnew  evidence,” attorney .
U WRobert Hill says he is ready .
..for a hearing Wednesday
(~When James Earl Ray will
: hegin a legal process he
. .-hopes will grant him a new
" trial, ' .
1. Memphis Crimina! Court
.. Judge Arthur Faquir has
'Baid he -will decide at the 3
'Wednesday hearing when to™”!
’hear arguments on Ray’s
new trial motion in the slay- .
.ing of Dr. Martin Luther
' King Jr. . : .
"+ HILL TOLD UPI Saturday |
" he was not.sure if Faquin ;
‘would take new evidence.;
. " Wednesday, but if he does, |,
+ 1 do have new evidence in ;|
-the case.” He did not dis- .
‘ ¢lose the nature of the evi-.y
+dence. R )

““Hill said Ray’s brother, "
. 'Jerry, would be available to |
- testify if Faquin so desires, : .
“znd that Jerry “had a good™} '
* poction of proof and will !
- cooperate.” "

' Hill, a 29-year-old karate’,
. gxpert who. walks with a ¢
slight limp because of a..
‘childhood bout with polio, -
$aid he took the case out of %
. ‘'sympathy for Ray and ‘“be-"
«cause I think Mr. Raywas °
‘done & great injustice.” - ;
-4 ASKED WHETHER he .
wihinks Ray 'is innocent, Hill"s
wistated: “Well, T Believe in-ir
 deferiding him -~ my person- W
a3l yiewpoint is immaterial, i,
" S-but since you have asked ’
‘e, ‘yes,” I do believe heis .
- soinnocent.” -
Y He said although the state
“’has charged Ray killed King 7
“shecause of a deep-seated
“hatred for Negroes, the
w.aharge was false. “I asked
’ T about his feelings on

“pace, and he is not a racist,”

gedill said.  ©7 R
KL oo S P At

I T SRt e I R
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_ NASHVILLE, ' Tenni. (AP) —
James Earl Ray has charged in
a federal suit that his former
lawyer and-his biographer were
more " interested . in “money than
4n his right to a fair trial.

Ray asked' yesterday: that an
estimated $1 million worth of
contracts with his biographer,
William Bradford Huie of Hart-'
Iselle, Ala., and his former attor-,
ney, Percy Foreman of Houston, '
Tex., be nullified. . C

Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence in Tennessee State Prison
here after pleading guilty to a
murder charge in the April 4,
1988, slaying of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. in Memphis,

The suit was filed by Robert
Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, one of
Ray’s attorneys in civil matters.
Later yesterday, Hill obtained a

after Harry 8.  Avery, state
corrections commissioner, re-|
fused to let the attorney enter‘
the prison. o

U.S. Dist. Court Judge William
E. Miller issued the order after,
{Avery said- Richard J. Ryan of
‘Memphis, who is seeking a new

ney of record in the case. |
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_ lin ‘his right to a fair trial.
Ray asked yesterday that an|

Fﬁa“ flié
Sued by Ray

James ‘Earl Ray has chiafged in
a federal -suit that his ‘former
lawyer and:his biographerwere
more - interested in money than

estimated $1 million worth of
contracts with his biographer,
William Bradford Huie of Hart-
selle, Ala., and his former attor-

Tex., be nullified. ‘

" Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence in Tennessee State Prison
here aftér pleading guilly toa
murder charge in the April 4,
1968, slayglg ofMDr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. in lemphyjs. :
The suit was filed by Robert
Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, one of

Lafer yesterday, Hill obtained a
‘federal court order to see Ray

- NASHVILLE, Tenti., (AP) —/

ney, Percy Foreman of Houston, |

Ray’s attorneys in civil matters. |

after - Harry S. Avery, state’
corrections commissioner, Ye-:
fused to let the attorney enter;
the prison. ) L
U.S. Dist. Court Judge William

Memphis, who is seeking a new;

ney of record in the case. ]

Ray’s suit contends he was,
pressured by Foreman into)
pleading guilty—the same}

groun he_cited in asking a new,
frial. - - e |

'—«.s . —
.‘.(‘"
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(RAY.CALLS FOR-CLIRB
| o s %
QON EXPOSURE’ OF HIM:
o g Q8
| - NASHVILLE, April- 1}¥(UPI)
—James: Earl ‘Ray. apparently
began’ setting the stage for-a
new trial’today by asking'a Fed-
leral judge to enjoin William
1Bradfor,dé . Fuié - the Futhor.
]from disclosing any additional
“alleged  facts” linking.Ray to

the slaying of the Rev. Dt M?r

tin Luther King Jr. -
| " Rayagked the judge to;void
| his contracts with two of his
! previous attorneys, Percy'Fore-
| man and Arthur J. Haynes, and
| with Mr. Huie, who wrote sey-|
' eral magazine - articles  about’
| Ray after purchasing the. rights
to his story. D R
! * One of Ray’s new attorneys,
| Robert W, Hill Jr. _of Chat-
; tanooga, also informally asked
United -States™ District «Court
Judge William E. Miller to try
‘to make arrangements whereby
he could “confer with ‘Ray, in
|- the: maximum security building
' at the Tennessée State Peni-
| fentiaty. = Sw— .
"Ray’s petition, ‘filed by Mr.
Hill, asked Judge: Miller: to
enjoyin Mr. Huie and Mr
posure of alleged . facts sur-
r¢unding the slayingjof Martin
Luther King, insofar: as much

’" Ray pleaded guilty. March 10

to the murder of Dr. King, and
'py prearrangement received -2
' '99-year, sentence. Hel tnow ::101_1-',
tends Re is not guilty and 1S
sSeREa hew trial. === |

\all,eged facts affect’” Ray.-
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' Alabama_author, for the
" story of Ray’s life. Several

“NASHVILLE, ; Tenn. ‘(AP)’
—A: lawyertfor -James Earl
Ray - asked U.S.. District.
Court - Judge William E:
Miller today to void Ray’s.
contract . with the lawyer
who represented him when
he pleaded guilty to the .
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. . t Il
At the same time, the at- .
torney, Robert W. Hill Jr. of
Chattanooga, asked for nulli-,
fication of Ray’s contract
with William Bradford Huie,

stories relating to this con- |
tract have appeared in Look !
magazipe, - - o
Hill asked a preliminary .
injunction against Percy !
Foreman 'of Houston, Tex., !
the lawyer, and Huie. He !
asked for #n early hearing |
on an injunction against |
“any and all contracts and |
powers of attorney” mnego- i
tiated with Ray. |
ny, serving a 99-yedr |
senfence in King’s deatlf) ‘
now is seeking a new trigl |
, on & charge of first-degre;
i murder. : , ¢ }

-
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"4 An unidentified Tennessee State prison guard)
n a copyrighted story in the Nashville_Tgnneg-.
ceean, said Earl Ray would be dead within twoy

deears if he is taken from his maximum security

tommenting on rumons officials are “seniou:slﬂ

eriod is up later this month! \ <

@ v A
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4 James Earl Ray, serviag-28=curs for the mur.

i| der of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., has taken the -
first ‘step to get a full-fledged trial. His lawyers
slleged that Ray was pressured into entering a
guilty plea to avoid a jury trial and a possible -
death sentence. ~ : oy
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“Kay Scores

' . new trial in the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

record for the free use of all”
and would have endangered the
success of a projected book and
movie. : .

Ray was represented first b;
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham,
-an attorney he. fired in Novem-
ber, and then by Percy Foreman

- Lawyers—
' e ’ Le_e

-~ | In New Trial Petition

‘ ‘ MEMPHIS (AP) — James

Earl Ray, contending that two of

his. lawyers were more interest-

- ed in financial gains than his
fate, has officially asked for a

®
@%{L‘sﬁ “\}

A
A

4

|
N
B

Gale
—
\ﬁ«ﬂosen -
j}gf { Sullivan

Tolson
DeL.oach
Mohr
B/ishop
Easper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt

Tavel
Trotter

In a petition filed yesterday
ay said he was *pressured”
nto a March 10 guilty plea be-
ause a trial would have made
the facts a “matter of public

etk

o ey

of Houston,” who arranged a
99-year sentenceé in exchange for
the guilty plea. .

, Claims Duress
The motion said Foreman
“pressured him, and he, the de-
fendant, undér duress due to this
pressure, entered a plea .of
guilty” for “the sole financial
gain of the said attorney.”
Attached to the petition were
letters and agreements involving
Ray and author William Brad-
ford Huie of Hartselle, Ala., who
is writing a book about Ray and
negotiating movie rights, Hanes|
and Foreman. :

P

arrangements under which Huie,
who has already written a series
of magazine articles on the case,
twill pay part. of his royalties,to
{the two attorneys. .

1§ Ray said in the motion that if
{Jle had taken the stand in a full}

The papers outlined financial|

Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

29

:

deale frial, “then he would have
40 book.” .
\ He contended that 'his ghilty
plea was “a farce, a sham.andja
maockery of justice.” '
No date has been set forta
hearing on .the .motion. The at-
torney general’s office has said
{that Ray would be" returned
{from his maximurh security cell
in the penitentiary. in Nashville
to Memphis for any such hear-
ings. . .
3 Listed as Attorneys

. The motion was filed by three
men listed as attorneys for
‘Ray—Richard J. Ryan of Mem-
phis, J.
Ga., and
Chattanooga. ) o
. Ray formally dismissed Fore-
man as his attorney in a letter
to Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle on March 13. Bat-
tle,
plea March 10, died of a heart
attack March 31 and a previous-
second letter
found among his

ly’ undisclosed
|from Ray was
effects.

It said the letter should be

seek - a new trial and the petition
|filed yesterday was listed as an|
amended and supplemental mot-

jon to the letter, which wag dat-
ﬁﬁ'ﬁhﬁ” 26. -

B. Stoner of Savannah, |
Robert W. Hill Jr. of

who had received the guilty|

taken as notice of an intention tof

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star (Washington;_z;'
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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Ray Files
For Trialin |

| MEMPHIS, Tenn Apﬂl 7
(AP)‘—Ja:mes -Barl Ray -took
the first formal step today to
'get. a tull-fledged. trial for the
slaying of thé Rev, Dr. Martm
'Luther King Jr.

A motion, ‘signed’ by ‘Ray
and:'a trio ‘of--attornheys, re-
questlng a new f{rigl was filed
An . Shelby County Crlminal
Court.

No date was set-for hearing
the motion. It was ‘expected
‘that Ray; ‘who was held in a
t’op -security ‘cell -in. the Mem:

his jail for eight months,

ould be returned for: such a
hearing, :
' "Ray pleaded gulflty March 10
{to shooting Dr. King and was
isentenced to .99 years in.the]
state  penitentiary. He began
talkmg about. moving. - for .a
full trial virtually as soon as
his gullty plea was entered. -

The, Taotion, signed hgi RlchT
ard‘Ryan of Memphis:: Rhy’$
third defense attorney, whe
conferred . with - Ray in the
state penitientiary - in Nash-
ville- on Saturday, and lawyers
J. B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga.,
and Robert W. Hill of, Chatta—

nooga, Tenn,, alleged at Ray
has been pressured int6 enter-
'ing the guilty plea:and nhus
:avoiding a juyy trial. - -
Under* - Tennessee  law, ‘a
1gu11ty pleain a ca:pltal case re-
quires the state only to pres-|
ent évidence thaf.a crime was
‘committed.” In - the Mareh 10
hearing the  state pregented |
five -witnesses to D hat
Dr; King had” béem‘geﬁ‘ HHid |,
than -an' assistant pbomutor‘
outdned the case!tha 'state| i
would: have pres had
there been a full {rise " |

F Ray -previously -wrote two,Ii
tters to the late Judge W3
reston Battle, who had re
ived his guilty ‘plea, statmg

that - he’ warted a. newtirial?

The second letter was. iound

among Battle’s papers ~after

the judge died March 31. [
Judge Arthue Faquin wids’
named by the othe¥ Criminal

Court judges to take™ thg Ray

case after ‘Battle dieds . . |
Ray had been represented

by Percy Foreman, the hoted:
attorney from Houston, Tex:

‘wheén ‘he entered his gullty;
pled. ‘Soon after he was trans-
ported fo the state peniten-

serving 'his- term, Ray wrote

}
)
tiary *in-‘Nashville to begin||
i
J
1

man
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ﬂ? éfﬁgp / Callahan

L A Conmrad

P ’Q, f Felt —

Gale
%Rosen
Sullivan

Tavel
Trotter
. Tele. Room
. - . A Holmes
James Earl Ray, seiving 99 years for the mur Gand
dr of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., has taken' the Y P
fifst step to get a full-fledged trial. His lawyers 4 ¢
al ?ftged Ivg)aatttoRay v(Jias pressured o éntersng a -
gty pl avoid a jury tnial and bk
death sentence. my 'a & possible
. e 3

Mu(?/((w

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News _1_'0'3 )
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’'s World
Examiner (Washington)
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:fSirhan' and Ray

TAMES EARL RAY, serving a life sentence foxt 3
rdering Dr. Marftin Luther "King' Jr., held #
brjief strategy session with his -attorney Rwh:ar,'
.Jd Ryan to discuss ways-of obha»lmng a new fmialy

| “We discussed language,” is all thet Mr: Ryan

wowld say.

MU A
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PR Follov

____m-_ __/ Ray

[

o

J AMES EARL RAY, serving a life sentence for

murdering Dr. Martin Lutier King Jr.,

held a

brief ‘strategy session with his attorney Rndhaard‘
J. Ryan to discuss ways of obfaining a new trial
“We discussed language,” is all that Mr. Ryan

would say.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT 11:00 A. M., ‘E.D.T. ;

'THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 S Y-

In response to lanlrleS from the news media
regarding the Civil Rights Division's review of the Marti
Luther Klng files, Lttorney General Edward H. Levi today
1ssued the followzng statement. . '

e,

I have dlrected the Offlce of Profe551onal Respon51b111ty,

]
headed by Mlchael Shaheen, to complete a review of all records

in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.

‘Martin Luther King; Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the

personal direction of Assistaht Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a flve—month preliminary

review of files at FBI headquarters. As a result of thlS

preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has recommended

that the review be carried forward to completion with an
additional examination of records at FBI headquarters and

field offices. It is beiieyed_that more than 200,000 documents
may be involved.

On the basis of this prelimihary review, Assistant
Attorney General Pottinger stated that hie’tentative conclueions~
were (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any wey
caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered )
that the FBI investigation of the assassination of Dr. King
was not thoroogh aod honest,. and (3) instances were founa

indicating tHat the FBI undertook a systematic progrem of

harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm both

him and.the movement he led.
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-In-orderlng on Aprll 26 the complete review by Mr.
Shaheen, I dlrected that the 1nvestlgat10n be completed
forthw1th and that answers to four spec1f1c questlons be
furnished to me and FBI Dlrector Clarence M. Kelley on the

basis of the rev1ew of all documents-
j.
- Whether the FBI 1nvest1gat10n of Dr. Klng S,

assassinatlon was thorough~and honest;
! C
-— Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was

-

involved in the assassination of Dr. King;

-- Whether, in light of the first two matters, there

is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the
Department concerning the assassination'of Dr. King;

—-- Whether the nature of the relationship between the

: Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal ptosecutibns, disciplinary

proceedings, or other appropriate action.
Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
D1v151on has been contlnuously investigating allegations

concerning the assa551nat10n of Dr. King as these allegations

”n

come to the attention-of the Department.

2
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“°MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
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DA | o *
<Y TAM-RAY &-17 ~ : Wd—»f
. MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) =- ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY \EATD SATURDAY
THE DEATH OF A FEDERAL JUDGE REVIEWING RAY'S CASE MAY KILL CHANCES |
FOR A NEW TRIAL IN THE 1968 ASSASSINATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

- JUDGE WILLIAM E. MILLER, 68, WHO DIED OF AN APPARENT HEART ATTACK
LAST WEEK, WAS ONE OF THREE JUDGES ON THE U.S. SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF
APPEALS IN CINCINNATI PREPARING A RULING ON RAY'S REQUEST THAT HIS
1969 GUILTY PLEA BE OVERTURNED.

w1 WAS VERY DISTRESSED TO LEARN OF JUDGE MILLER'S DEATH.," MEMPHIS
ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON SAID SATURDAY. "I FELT LIKE WE LOST A
SYMPATHETIC EAR."

LIVINGSTON SAID, " SOME OF THE REMARKS HE MADE FROM THE BENCH
CAUSED ME TO THINK HE MIGHT HAVE RULED IN OUR FAVOR."
~ IN A FEB, 3 HEARING ON THE CASE, MILLER HAD BEEN THE JUDGE MOST
VOCAL IN FAVORING RAY'S SIDE OF THE CASEe JUST LAST MONTH, LIVINGSTON
SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF THE PANEL DECIDED TO RULE IN RAY'S
FAVOR BY JUNE. ‘ ‘

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE STH CIRCUIT APPEALS COURT SAID MILLER'S DEATH
MEANS THAT THE TWO REMAINING JUDGES =-- CHIEF JUSTICE HARRY PHILLIPS
AND ANTHONY CELEBREZZE ~-- WILI, DECIDE THE CASE. _ R

LIVINGSTON AND JAMES LESAR OF WASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY ATTORNEY, V\
SPECULATED THAT PHILLIPS MIGHT LEAN TOWARD A NEW TRIAL, BUT \
CELEBREZZE PROBABLY WOULD RULE RAY SHOULD STICK WITH THE GUILTY PLEA
AND SERVE OUT HIS 99~YEAR TERM IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PENETENTIARY.

FEDERAL COURT OFFICIALS SAY THAT IF THE REMAINING TWO JUDGES ,
DISAGREE ON A RULING, THE CASE PROBABLY WILL BE REHEARD, .

RAY'S APPEAL, FOR A NEW TRIAL IS BASED ON HIS CONTENTION THAT HE
WAS COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY BY HOUSTON LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN INjggzy_\ A

4

! W
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1ST ADD RAY lNASHVILLE HFR 4=6 XXX CARES NOT TO DIL."
LIVINGSTCMN LAST VISITED RAY IN FEBRUARY SHORTLY AFTZR THE &TH
RI%%EICT APPi&ALS COURT CINCINNATI TOOK THZ PLCAgAR A TRIAL UNDER
DVISZMERT o _
PRISON SPOKESMZM SAID RAY, WHO NOW HAS A CELLMATE. IS LOCKING
BETTER SINCE HE WAS RELZASZID FROM HIS SOLITARY CELL 0 THE PRISON'S
MAXIMUM SLCURITY UNIT LAST AUGUST. -
BEZRNARD FEMSTERVUALD JR OF WASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY LAWYZIR, DISPUTLS
§§0§§L¥§0 SAY RAY HAS CHANGED HIS STORY OVER THE YEARS AND IS NOT TC
: VED : V
"1 DON'T THINK HE'S BEEN INCONSISTENT," FENSTZRWALD SAID IN A -
TELEPHONE INTERVIEW, "HE'S ALWAYS MAINTAINED HE WAS NOT AT THE SCENE
OF THE CRIME. IT'S JUST THAT HE'S BEEIN ASKED SO MANY DETAILED
QUESTIONS THAT UNLESS HE HKAD A PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY., HE'S BOUND TO
HAVE SOMT DISCREP=NCIES." :
LIVINGSTON INSISTS THAT HMIS CLIENT HAS A CHANCE OF ACQUITTAL IF HE
. IS SUCCESSFUL IN WINMING THE FULL-FLEDGED TRIAL HE GAVE UP IN 1565 TO
© AVOID THE ELZCTRIC CHAIR. ‘ ‘

. ®IF WE COME TO TRIAL, THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE STATE OF TLNNESSEL
TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE TO PRCVE HIM GUILTY," THE PLAIN-SPOKEN MEMPHIS
ATTORNEY SAID. "THEIR EVIDZINCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL AT BEST AND I THINK
WE CAN PUNCH HOLES IN ITe" - e
" < "THE STATE BASES ITS CASE ON FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON I§L~RIFLE USZED
IN THE SLAVING AND A WITNESS WHC CLAINS HE SAW RAY FLIEING FROM TEE
FILTHY FLOPHOUSE BATHROOM WHEREZ THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SEVZRED KING'S
SPINAL CORD ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRED. .

wTHE STATL'S STAR WITMESS IS ESSENTIALLY A SKIDROW DRUNK," DRAVWLED
LIVINGSTONI, "AND HIS CREDENTIALS ARE 10T UNIMPEACHABLE. 1 HARDLY
THINK HIS EVIDENCE WILL STAND UP IN COURT." . .

RAY, WHO HAS SAID HEZ HAD NOTHING AGAINST KING AMD HAD NEVER SEEN
HIM, HAS MAINTAINED THAT KE WEINT TO MEMPHIS AT THE REQUEST OF A
 MYSTERICUS MAN KNOWN TC HIM ONLY AS ™ RAQUL"

HE ADMITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE «30-06 RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND
REGISTEREZD AT THL SLEAZY BOARDILGHOUSE ACROSS FRCM THE MURDZIR SPOT,

~ v BUT ~SAYS HE-FIRST HEARD.OF- THE GIVIL. RIGHTS. LEADER'S DEATH AS HE “VW“ ‘

DROVE HIS WHITE MUSTANG TCOUARD MISSISSIPPI.

1% SAID HL PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS
WANTED FOR THE CRINMZ, AND BEGAN A FLIGHT WHICH ENWDZD IN HIS ARRZST IN
ENGLAND JUNE 5, 1568 '

THE STATE'S POSITION, WHICH HAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A UeS.
DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS, IS THAT RAY IS "AN INTELLIGENT AND
SEASONED CRIMINAL WHO WAS AND IS WELL AWARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL
PROCEED INGS ," ' :

A BRIEF FILED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM HAYNES
g%ﬁAE%¥S RAY DELIBERATELY ENTERED TKE GUILTY PLEA T0-AVOID THE DEATH)
" THERE WAS NO RZAL HOPE OF AVCIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES
EARL, RAY OTHER THAN TO ENTER THE PLEA OF GUILTYeesAND RAY'S DECISION

WAS A REASONEZD AND INTELLIGENT ONE," HAYNES WROTZ.

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WHICH HAS SO FAR DECLINED SUGGESTIONS THAT
IT REOPEN THE KING INVESTIGATION, HAS STATED IT IS SATISFIED THAT RAY
ACTED ALONE, BUT STILL UIAISUERZD IS THE QUESTION OF WHIRE RAY--A
SMALL=-TIMZ HOLDUP MAN AND ESCAPEEZ FROM THE MISSOURI STATE
: PRISON--CBTAINED THE MONEY TO FINAMNCZ HIS $2,000 MUSTANMG, HIS TRIP TO
% MEMPHIS AllD SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THEROUGH FOUR COUNTRIES.

: WHEN YE WAS CAUGHT, THE FUGITIVZ STILL HAD $200 IN HIS POSSESSION.
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THEZ CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED POINT TO_RECLNT
HINTS OF A CONSPIRACY BROUGHT FORTH BY CONVICTED HEROIN DZALER ROBERT
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED COMFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD He ANDREWS. CLAIMS
BY WATSON AND ANDRZWS THAT THEY HZARD OF A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVE
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED, BUT HAVE RAISED SOME QUZSTIONSe
SUﬁ%gC%gDITION‘ RUMORS OF AN FBI CONSPIRACY AGAINST KING HAVE ALSO
LAVYERS FOR BOTH SIDES NOW SAY THAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL

'LIKELY BE DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT, POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1977,

" ANY WAY I SEE IT, THE SUPREME COURT IS GOING TO HAVE TO DECIDE
THE MATTER,"™ LIVINGSTON SAYSe "THEY (THE PROSECUTION) FOUGHT US EVERY
STEP OF THE WAY. IF WZ WIN IN THE APPEALS COURT,; THEY'LL FIGHT US OH
UP TO THE SUPREME COURT. IF WE LOSE, YOU CAN BE SURE WZ'LL APPEAL."

HENRY HAILE, A FORMER ASSISTANT IENHESSEE ATTORNEY GEHELRAL UHO VAS
PART OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL ATTEUPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY, '

Ghilioe . :

"RAY'S ATTORNLYS WILL BE FIGHTING_IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS
LIFE AND BREATH HCLD OUT,™ HE SAID RECEINTLY.

RAY, WHOC WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN MISSCURI AND ENGLAND EVEN
IF HEhCAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN THE KING MURDER CASE,
BECCMES ELIGIBLE FCR PAROLE 22 YZARS FROM NOW ZVZII! THOUGH KIS
SENTENCE“DQES NOT OFFICIALLY ZXPIRE UNTIL APRIL 29, 20139

2UuT TL%&:SSES'S RETIRING STAR PRISCLIR SiHOUZID THE FIRST TRACE OF A
SMILL AS I INDICATID HE'D RATHIR RISK A TRIAL THAL CENTINUZ TO SERVE
OUT“%%3'€;R§L%NRH%§”DI%foRgggﬁpEDAgnliou CELLe A .

/&, NEVER BEEN IN SON, RAVE YOU? HE SAID WRYLYe "TRAT'S
ALL, I THINK I NEED TO SAY." Co -
ADV FOR AMS Sui! APRIL 4
UPI 04-C1 083223 PES
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