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Ray Charges Hanes 
Huie in ‘Collusion/

By NELLIE KENYON
. ’James Earl-Ray charged at- 
toincy Arthur J. Hanes and 
author William Bradford Huie 
yesterday wfoh “collusion” with 
specif Intent to ‘Exploit his 
plight” for their own “mone­
tary benefit.”

f!ouf 12r30 »• after spe.d. 
ing three hours with Ray at the, 
’tate prison where he is serving 
a 99-year prson sentence for the 
murder of d'. Martin Luther 
King Jr-.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

The allegation was macle in 
an tended compla^t filed for 
Ray in federal coui’t yesterday 
by Atty. Robert W. HIH Jr of 
Chattanooga, one of Ray-S new 
lawyers.
_JAE., AMENDED complamt 
added the name of Hanes, whom 
Ray fired last. November as a 
defendant in a lawsuit filed last' 
week. Hum and attorney Percy ' 
Foreman of Houston were' 
fisted as defendants in the ori-1 
Tgnal,cMa2ja!fHst. . t I H|11 filed the amended bill i

Hi|1 sa|d Ray requested dur- 
i |ng tins v|rit that he represent 
’him m Us criminal proceed­
. ings. Hi|1 and J. B. Stoner of 
Savannah, Ga., have been rep­
resenting in civil matters only.

Ray has filed a motion for a 
new tra which is now befor-e • 
r'|minal Judge Arthur Facqum 1 

of Memph’s. Ray claims he was 1 
Co1drcedJnto pleadmg guilty to < 
killing King and that both Fore-' 
man and Handr were acting in < 
the|r own financial interests and J 
not in Ray's behalf. . >

PACE 3 1 !
NASHV ILIE: TENNESSEE

’MASI V ILIE! TENN

FACQUIN HAS said he will 
announce today when and If 
a hearing on Ray’s motion will 
be held.

The ^menddd comptantt al­
leged among other things that 
Ray was, ‘Under extreme emo­
tions and mental stress and 
thus was more susceptible to 
the ingings of the attorney who
WaS .allegedly acting in his be-, naif.” ■ . '

It was charged further that 
Hanes realize that Ray was a 
stranger “to the tangees of the 
law,, and therefore proceeded to 
take him in.’ ”
Huie,, a free-lance writer 
.m Hartselle> Ala,, contracted•n H-~'mr, Ala,, conUcKtU:U 

with through Hanes to write 
Raj's fife story. Foreman was 

■ later made. a party to the con­
tract. Rays original comptohl 
seeks to block pubhcaonu of the 
book by Huie. y

HILI SAID Hanes was 
fitted as a defendant from the 
original complaint through an 
oversighS. Hanes was men­
tioned in the body of the com­
plaint but was not formerly 

.total as ‘sraeiendant. ;' -y

Date: 4-Z6 6Z
Edition:

Author!JOHrN SEIGENT^LER
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or

Classificaiion: h
Submitting Office: 

r~l Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Hanes, f Birmighham, was 
employed as Ray's first lawyer. 
The suit filed in federal court 
here alleged Hanes was re­
leased when Foreman was en­
gaged, under an agreement in 
which Hanes would receive 
$30,000. .

The amended complaint 
charged Foremian coerced Ray 
into "signing some sort of peti­
tion for waiver and other un­
lawful and unconstitutiohal peti­
tions . . .” under whcch he 
pleaded guilty to King’s murder 
and accepted a 99 year prison 
term.

Among the rights which Fore­
man was charged with attempi- 
ing to coerce Ray to waive 
were Ray's motion for a new 
trial; succesesive appeals to t.he 
Court of Criminal Appeass of 
the State Supreme Court;; and 
petition for review by t;he U.S. 
Supreme Court.

THE SUIT said there "is no 
precedent for such a waiver in 
law or equity and that as an 
experienced attorney, Mr. Fore­
man must have reaiized not 
only the impropriety, but the 
gross injustice he was fostering 
upon his own client ... in di­
rect contradiction” of his guar­
anteed constitutioaal rights. ।

Soon after Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle Jr. of 
Memplus, sentenced Ray, Battle 
'died and Faqunn was named tto 
succeed Battle.

The civil suit which has been 
filed in federal court here 
charges Hanes, Foreman and 
Huie of wanting Ray t;o plead 
guilt;y so as t:o avoid a trial 
which would make facto and 
testimony public property and 
elimioht;e any exclusive righto 
t;o such material. Battle ques- 
turned Ray at length t.o detor- 
mine whether Ray understood a 
plea of guilt;y closed the door 
to a new trial or appeal under 
Tennessee law.

The amended compiamt, 
however, insigtedLsufth a waiver 
is unconstitutinhal.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

£1'

■ By ROY B.. HAMILTON
; Press-Scimitar Staff Writer ,i

i James Earl Rays return ,| 
to Memphis appeared likely / 
today, following annouince- ;
ment 
Judge 
would 
Ray’s 
26.

by Criminal Court 
Arthur Faquin hie i.; 

hear arguments on A' 
new trial motion May -7

. B .ASKED IF he thought Ray" 
Would win ' a new trial, 
Dwyer replied: “From the 
state's viewpoint, 1 don't 
think he will." He said Ray,. 
inpleadmg guilty to the mur-. 
der of Dr'. Marin Luther 
Eng rn Mar-ch 10, waived 
his rights tr appeal and he 
could not see “any merit” tr , 
his argulmnltts.

Ray, who receivdd a 99- 
year sentence, contends he 
was “pressured” into plead­

' ing guilty. He said his for­
, mer attorneys, Arthur J. 
, Hanes and Percy Foremnn, 
, wer-e more interested in tell­

ing brrk and movie rights tr . 
Alabama author William 

!•, Bra.dford Huie than in de-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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SCiMim

___ MEMPHS, TENN

„Judge Faquin set the hear- .. ' 
ing date after it was agreed"., । 
upon by t-he court;, Robert K.’^ 
Dwyer, executive attittant ; ■■ 
attorney general, and Rich- ; ; 
ard J. Ryan, one of Ray’s r : 
new attorney^K^ I

; While the Judge did not ' I 
: dts.close whether he would, - |
order Ray brought back tot) ! 
Memphis for the hearings 
from the state penitentiary

■ in NashviHe, it was consid-- 
ered virtually certam he will: ■ 
be returned. <

THE LATE .Judge W.7! 
Preston Battle, whom Fa--,. 

• quin succeeded on t;he case, ! , 
. had Ray in t-he courtroom for , 
. all pretrial hearings, as a "
■ safeguard to his righto, and- 
Judge Faquin is expeceed to, 

; frltow the policy he laid 
down, according to sources. .

■FoHowmg t-he announce--/ 
ment in Faquin's courtroom, ’ .
Dwyer t;old newsmen the;-.

’ state would file a written an^ 
swer gomctimG=this week rp-i 
posing a new tml taRay-^

fending him.
L ATTY.. GEN. Phil Canale, 

. usually the spokesman for 
the state on the Ray cager 

' was reported in a hospital. 
: today undergomg tesss. ..
। In another development,it 
t was reported Clyde Mason, 
t assistant attorney, genera,,', 
. will replace Jim Beasley on, 
I the prosecuton team. Beas-,; 
1 ley; the state's research manh 
t rnathe case, has been named > 
| county attorney, effective/* 
’ Monday. . ' ;
- JUDGE FAQUIN is ex-: 

pected to conduct the May 26 ' 
i hearing in Division 3 court:- ! 
I room, where all prevouus 
• ■ hearings were held. /
■. Sheriff WHBam N. Morris 
' said tthe specaa,, armor-plat-- 

e£cell Ray occupied while a.
' prisoner here is available ' 

and Ray-wiU-Jhe confmed.
;‘ there if returned. • /
■■■, ’     —^—- a‘i .;> ~« »^ K*>| *, *»»■••. kV»4»i Uin leMiyJ"'.* V is-
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Ray's Bid for New Trial

’ MEMPPHSS,’ Tenn. '.(AP! - 
Judge 'Arthur Faquin Jr. today 
set May 26 to hear a motion by 
James,,Earl Ray for a new trial 
in the murder of Dr. Martin Lu- 
therKingJr. "

Robert K. Dwyer, executive 
assistant.'district attorney, said' 
there.', is a strong posiibiilly that

R.ay himself will appear at the 
hearing. '

The question of Ray’s eligibili­
ty for a new trial is unclear 
under Tennessee law. Ray en­
tered a .guilty plea to King’s 
murder * on March 10. and was 
sentenced to 99 years in prison.

Normally, anyone who enter's 
suCh a plea forfeits rights to 
appeals or new hearings, and 
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres­
ton. Battlfe .pointed that out to; 
Ray.on Mar.ch 10. g;^-» . ■ . . 
“ But,- Tennessee' Jaw;';'■aleo.,pro-, 
videjihat any new. tri'aT motions 
thatf ae'.penltogvbefoIs?a jiidge 

' who' 'dies mdstautoimaticaUybe 
granted;: ■ ' , , .'.y ; • '

Battle,died of. a heart attack'; 
on March 31. . ;. - • T 
- Ray. began saying almost im-; 
mediately after hie pIearler guilty, - 
that ‘'he was pressured into 
doing so. and wanted a new trial. 
He' wrote, two ■letteri to that ef­
fect to Batllr and Ray’s attor­
neys contend,.that a.letter sent 
five, days brfor•r, 'the judge's 
deat;h constitutes a motion for a 
new trU. '

Faqum, who had been named;1 
back-up' judge ,tO" Battle inutile 
early, etagee of the case, last 
summer, assumed full reiponsi- 
bility upon Battie’s death.. ■'

In a development yesterday, a. 
civil suit flfed in U.S. District. 
Court m Nashville by Ray’s pres: 
ent attorneys was amenlled .to 
char-gee t:hat Ray’s former coun­
sel, Arthur Hanes of Bimiiung- 
ham, Ala,, had been in “collu­
sion” with Alabama author Wi-- 

■liam BradOord Huie in a plan to 
“rxpToit”. Ray for monetary re* 
sons. >s=H£ss ■

Hanri was mentioned in the 
suit that was filed last week; but 
was not 'listed as aadeiS^l>ant 
until yest;eI■llay. - ■ • •, „•

'Chattanooga lawyer Robert W. 
Hill Jr1., one of the men now 
replrernlting.,Ray, said he first 
believed Ruy did not want Hanr!s 
listed as a defendant in the ac­
tion. ■. ' «=^==> ,

Hanes, former Birmrngham 
mayor, was fired by Bay.lasl 

; November and•repacrri by Per­
cy Foreman of Houston, Tex. 
The suit cont:ends R;ay was pres­
sured into pleadmg guilty be­
cause Foreman wanted to pro­
tect exclusive' story and movie 
rights to Ray’s biography,. as- 
’igned by Ray to Hute in return 

ifor paymient of tegal fees.
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Ray Attorney'1

. • Claims He Has .

। ' ■New Evidence’

v - - CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.- 
(UPI) — Claiming he has 

. ‘‘new evidence,” attorney.
i ".Robert Hill says he is ready.
. .7;for a hearing Wednesday
! , >■ when James Earl Ray will
I i :begin a legal process he
I . ■ ■ hopes will grant him a new
I ’ • trial. ’
; Memphis Criminal Court
; 'Juidge Arthur Faquirs has .

; j '' said he will decide at the 4
! ’ .Wednesday hearing when to 7
: ,hear arguments on Ray’s '

. new trial motion in the slay-.,
: . ing of Di-. Martin Luther , ''
’ ■ Ping Jr. , . <

i -7 HILL TOLD UPI Satur-day
he was not.sure if Faquin -

, >would take new evidence 4
; Wednesday, but if he does, ;
; ■,”1 do have new evidence in ;.j
‘ • •• jthe case.” He did not dis- .
। ' plose the nature of the evi-..$ .
; ; ■ dence. " 5
i • • Hill said Ray's brother, ■
' • ■' Jerry, would be available to I
5 ■ ” testify if Faquin so desires, . ; ।

. and that Jerry “hadagood’h
. '. portion- of proof and will ^

I ■ cooperate." _
I i- Hill, a 29iyear-old karate ,

yexpert _who. walkt with a ;
•■ ■ slight limp because ,of .a...
■ , ' !chiddhodd bout with polio, ■

I . • said he took the case out of
: ’ ■ 'sympathy for Ray andthe-
i . ;cause I think Mr. Ray was •
j : done a great injustice”’ ....

I -1; ASKED WHETHER he 4
' >i thinks Ray's innocent, Hill7
i $ stated: ‘Well, I believe in-v .

. kdefending him -my persom-^ .
-"cal viewpoint is immaterial,..,.

- "ibut since you have asked ;
; '^me, ’yes” I do behove he is h
” I - *innocent.” - j

* will sa^L-lLL-l-- '

1 ^ He said although the state ”
7has charged Ray killed Krng , 

; '■-because of a deepiteati!d uL
. ?;hatred for Negroes, the
. ‘'-.'oharfte was false. “I asked r
■ , 7him about his feelings on

” Taco, and he is not a r-acisti '

(Indicate page, nane.. of 
newepapet, City and state.;
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1 Claiming he has “new evidence,” aUorneyRobF 
VnSw. he i. ready for a Wodnjrfaj hjM 

L Tames Earl Rae> serving Me for slaynW EtoUther King Jr., begms a new teg^rl 
lessee hopes will grant him a new tai
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.. NASHVILLE,. Tenn. 7APy — 
Jamies Earl Ray .has charged in 
a federal suit that his 'former 
lawyer and has;biographer were 
more interested in money Jihan 
in his right to a fair trial.

Ray asked yesterday, that an 
estimated $1 million worth of 
“nt™*5- with his biographer,! 
William Bradford Huie of Hari- 
,selle, Ala., and his former attor­
ney, Percy Foremim of Houston, ,' 
Tex:, be nullified.. i

Rayjs servmg a 99-year sen­
tence in Teineeseee State Prison 
here after pleadnig guilty to a 
murder charge in the April 4, 
1968, slaymg of Dr. Martin Lu­
te King Jr. in Memphiss'

The suit was filed by Robert 
Hill Ji-. of Chattanooga, one of 
Ray’s attorneys in civil mateess. 
Later yesterday, Hill obtained a 
federal court ord!er to see Ray 
after Harry S. Avery, state 
corrections commissioner, re­
fused to let the attorney enter 
theprsson.

U.S. Dist. Court Judge William 
E. Miller issued t;he order after 

I Avery said Richard J. Ryan of 
.Memphsr, who is seeking anew 
1 trial for Raji, is the only attor- 
Iney of record in the case.

Ray's suit contend! he was 
pressured by Foreman into 
pleadi!® guilty-the same 
grounds he cited in asking a new 
trial. ' ' i

The Washington Post 
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T'he Washington Daily News------ — 
The Evening Star (Washington) At-^
The Sunday Star (Washington)---------- 
Daily New's (New York)-------------------
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UPI-73 . .
(RAY) _ ___  _________  ________________________

CHATTANOOGA. TENN.--JAMES EARL RAY'S NEV ATTORNEY SAID SATURDAY 
HE BELIEVES HlS CLIENT IS INNOCENT OF THE SLAYING OD DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND THAT HE IS PREAPRED TO PRESENT
•NEV EVIDENCE AT A HEARING NEXT WEDNESDAY.

ATTORNEY ROBERT HILL NOTED THAT CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE ARTHUR 
FAQUIN HAS SAID HE WILL DECIDE IN MEMPHIS WEDNESDAY WHEN HE WILL 
HEAR ARGUMENTS ON RAY’S MOTIONS FOR A NEW TRIAL.

HILR SAED He WASN’T? SURE WHETFER AAQUIN WOULD TAKE NEW EVIDENCE 
AT THAT TIME. BUT IF SO. "I DO HAVE NEW EVIDENCE IN THE CASE.’ 
THE NATURE OF THE EVIDENCE WAS NOT DISCLOSED. , _ ........, _

1 THE ATTORNEY SAID RAT’S BROTHER. JERRY, WOULD BE MAILABLE TO
TESTIFY IF THE JUDGE SO DESIRES. AND THAT JERRY ’HAD A GOOD 

JPORTKN OF PROOF AND WILL COOreftAAE.*
HILL FILED A PETITION IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT IN NASHVILLE 

FRIDAY CHARGING THAT RAY WAS"PRESSURED’ INTO PLEADING GUILTY 
TO THE KING SLAYNNG TO PROTECT THE STORY AND MOVIE RIGHTS TO His 
LIFE—RIGHTS THAT HILL SAID MIGHT BE WORTH ’MILLOUS OF DOLLARS

W12s-SW14PESS

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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029A .
RAY 4/12 NX .
BY JAMES A. LEWIS

. NASHVILLE, TENN. (CPU-JAMES EARL RAY CHARGED .FRIDAY HIS 
ATTORNEY "PRESSURED* HIM INTO PLEADING GURIY SO THAT THE 
MILLION DOLLAR STORY OF THE SLAYING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

I WOULD NOT BE TOLD IN OPEN COURT.,
RAY, APPARENTLY TRYING TO SET THE STAGE FOR A NEW TRIAL, FILED 

A PETITION IN FEDERAL COURT CLAIMING HE COULD HAVE DONE 
JUST AS WELL WITH A "STUDENT RIGHT OUT OF LAW SCHOOL* AS WITH 
FAMED TRIAL LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN. THE PETITION ASKED THAT RAY'S 
CONTRACTS WITH FOREMAN AND AUTHOR WILLAAM BRADFORD HUIE BE 
VOIDED. _________________________________  ________ ______ _____

THE PETITION CONTENDED THAT FOREMANN "NEVER INTENDED FOR HIM ~ 
TO HAVE A FAIR TRIAL AND TESTIFY II HIS OWN BEHALF AS THIS WOULD 

I THEN MAKE THE FACTS AND TESTIMONY PUBLIC .PROPERTY AND..NO ONE WOULD 
OR COULD HAVE EXCLUSIVE (ST'ORY) RIGHTS IN THE MATTER."

I RAY SAID THAT NO "ABILITY, EXPERIENCE OR EXHAUSTIVE RESEARCH" 
RWAS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT tHr BARGAINING IN WHICH HR WOUND UP W]TH 
| A PRR-ARRNNGED 99-TEAR SENTENCE AFTR:R PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 
’ SLAHUIG.pAID RAY FOR INFORMATION HE USED IN SEVERAL MAGAZINE 

ARTICLk ADD RAY USED THEMAONEY TO HIRE ATTORN^S. 
THL PETITION WAS FILLED BY ONE. OF HIS NEW ATTORNEYS, ROBRRT

HILLAOFALSO A^EDTHE COURT TO ENJOIN FOREMAN AND HUIE FROM 
DIScAosANGOmMORE-ACLEGED FAOJO ABOUT THE SLAYING, AND 
Do Voidhiscontracts with anothts of his. previous ATTORNEYS, 
FORMER BIRMINGHAM MAYOR ARTHUR HANES SR. „

RAH WHO NOW SAS’S HR IS INNIHRNT, CLAIMS THAT HR WAS NOT 
jAWARe That there had been no executIOn in Tennessee frr ninr 
1 YEARS WHEN HE MADE HIS GUILTS PLEA. 
1 BA431AEST

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Forman,,WB 

Sued by # !

NASHVLLEMe^^^ 
James Earl Ray has charged in ! 
a federal suit that his 'former 
lawyer and .his biographer were 
more interested, in money ttm 
in his right to a fair trial.

Ray asked yesterday that 
estimated $1 million worto of 
contracts with his biographer, 
William Bradford HuieofHaol- 
selle, Ala., and his former attor­
ney, Percy Foreman of HousIoo, 
Tex., be nullified.
’ Ray is ssovmg a 99-year sen- 
t;ence in Tennessee State Pnson 
here after pleading guilty to a 
mUOdSr charge in the April 4, 
1968, skying ofDr. Martin Lu- 
lhso King Jr. io,MsmlPhlte!.

T’he suit wlls’H^SjabyRobert 
Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, one of 
Ray’s attorneys in civil mattess. 
Later yesterday, HU obtained a 
’federal court order to see Ray 
after Hany S. Avery, state 
corr£cttions commtssioner, re-; 
fused to let the attorney soter. 
the prison. . ___  'i

U.S. DisS. Court Judge William j 
E. Miller ittued the order aflso! 
Avdry said Richard J. Ryan of, 
Afernphis, who is seeking a newt 
trem fos Ray, is the only allor-: 
ney of record in the casse;.; <

Ray’s suit contends he was' 
nrepaired by Forewarn into pSe gnfyy-VeSS 

gr®iethSscltsd in asking a osW| 
i™.''
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RAYSCALL'^ FORCURR ] 
\ onffosuwtoFm

; NASHYILLE; Aprii" leaUPI) 
—Jamies Larl Ray apparently 
■began s<etting the stage for a 
new triaFtoday by asking a Fed­
eral judge to enjoin WinCim 
Bradford .Hue. the author, 
from disclosing any additional 
“aieeged facts” linking Ray to 
the slaying of the Rev. DtyMar-

1 tin Luther King Jr. ■
I . Ray1 asked the judge to; void 
I his contracts with , two of his 
! previous attorneys, Percy Fore- 
I man and Arthur J^Haynest and 
j with Mr. Huee, who wrote sev- 
1 eral maga.zine artides about 

Ray after purchasing tne rights 
to his story. . ;

I ■ One of Ray’s new attorneys, 
I. Robert W. Hill Jr. tof Chat­
; tanooga, also informally askrd 
United States ■District * Court 
Jndge William E. MiUer to try 
to make arr-arngemients whereby

1 he could confer with RaY..in
• !.the;maximum security building 

' at the TennesseeState Peni- 
' tentiary. , v

' Ray’s petition, filed by Mr. 
Hill, asked Judge Miller to 
enjoy 'in Mr. Huie and Mr. 
posure of alleged facts sur- 
pdunding the slaying .of Mm^n 
Luther King, insofar as much 

। alleged facts ft"’ Ray; ... 
at Ray pleaded guilty Mach 10 
to the murder of Dr. K1^ ?nd 
by prearanneiment- receiyea ^a 

, 99-year sentence. He now coir 
tendshe is not guilty, andjs 

LseWng^aanevtria;^
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^NEWOYiLAWYER 
*AskWrtS®WI 
OF FOREMAN pact

NASHVILLE, Tenn- (AP) ! 
। —A lawyer for James Earl ' 
, Ray asked U.S. District. 
' Court ■ Judge William E. j 
. Miller today to void Ray’s i 
' contract with the lawyer 1 
. who represented him when 
' he pleaded guilty to the 
- slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
I King Jr­
', At the same timie, the at;- . 
■ torney, Robert W. HU Jr. of ' 
I Chattanooga, asked for nuHi-. 
j ficatiion of Ray’s contract 

wit;h William Bradford Huie, 
' Alabama author-, for the 
' st.oi-y of Ray’s life. Several i 

stories relating to this con- I 
tract have appeared in Look ;

■ magazine. . _ I
’ Hill asked a preliminary . 
i injunction against Percy i 
I Foreman of Houston, Tex., ; 
i the lawyer, and Hues. He , 

asked for an early hear-mg -| 
on an iojuoctioo against | 

; "any and all contracts and 
; powers of attorney” nego- 
1 tiated wit;h Ray.
• Ray, servrng a 99-year 

sentence in King's death' 
now is seeking a new trail

। on a charge of fitst-eegrC^
I murder. - v i
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tOAYOCCA. TENN.-JAMES EARL RAY’S NEW ATTORNEY SAID SATURDAY CHMrvr? ™* CLim IS INNOCENT OF THE SLAY™* EY DR? SA« DAY 
. I^EnE^x^ iii^I?EJMIB^ TO PRESET /

^-D
_iTJODNEYRAI^DT HILL DEC E IN H "US WEDNU: 
FAQUIIrHMMTSTSDON EAY’^ MOTIONS FOR ANEW TRIAL. 
HEASTMGUATDHEOW WIN ^LD 
AT HILL SAID Hwirso. "I DO AVE net EVIDOUCT SShO^ ?« mfeta ?&£ W?sed-
'ETHE ATTORNEY SAID RAY S BJOT*** JErRY’ n 

TESTIFY IF IHEr JUDGE soYDECO-OPS ATE~ * J 
PORTION OF PROOF iND_*£L* tCjh

STIFY IF TH

HILL FILED A PETITION IN U
FRIDAY CHARGINS THAT DA^WA P

«HE—W
LlFE—RIGHTS THAT HILL SAID MI

ESDAY WHEN LL
TAKE NEW EVIDENCE 

VI DEICE IN THE CASS."

’OULD BE AVAILABLE TO 
'ROY "HAD A GOOD

NASHVIU \ 
GUILTY \ 

' S 
BE NORTH "MILLONS OF DOLLARS.
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UPI-22C
(EVERS) _

KENT, OHIO—HE USE OF "POLITICAL ROWER" RATHER THAN VIOLENCE BY 
nogrootto obtain civil rights was urged HERE LAST NIGHT by a naacp 
OFFICIAL. ,

CHARLES EVERS, MISSISSIPPI FIELD DIRECTOR FOR THE NA/CP, TOLD A 
PREDOMINANTLY WHITE STUDENT AUDIENCE . AT KENT STATE UNIVESSlYY THAT 
ho was opposed to violence, but that-rights must bo obtained. . ~

"WE'RE NOT GOING TO BOMB YOUR HOMES * HE SAID, "’BUT WE'RE GOING TO 
MAKE SURE YOU DON'T BOMB OURS" .

EVERS SAID WHITES CONTROL AMERICANS .AND THAT THE SITUATION MUST BE 
CHANGED.

"YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH A GUN, DON'T. BO FOOLISH," Ho SAID. "WE 
CAN' T WIN THAT WAY. WE'RE GOING TO DO TT BY TAKING OVER POLITICAL 
POWER.” ’ . -

"THE WHITE MAN IS THE GREATEST MURDERER UNDER THE SUN," HO 
CHARGED.

EVOSS IS A CANDIDATE FOR THE DOMOCRATCC NOMINATION FOR MAYOR
OF FAYETTE, MISS.

4/10-gGE100DA

m

FORME. TOLSON

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NOWS SERVICE
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UPI-42 P.R Folder Lobing(RAY)

NASHVILLE, TENN TENNESSEE STATE PRISON GUARD SAYS JAMES

EARL RAY WOULD BE DEAD WITHIN TWO YEARS 17 HE WERE TAKEN FROM Pleasen
HIS MAXIMUM SECURITY CELL AND PLACED WITH OTHER PRISONERS.

IN A COPYRIGHT STORY IN THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN TODAY, THE

UNIDENTIFIED GUARD SAID PRISON OFFICIALS WOULD BE "SMART" TO

KEEP RAY IM MAXIMUM SECURITY AS LONG AS HE IS CONFINED HERE.

THE GUARD SAID OFFICIALS ARE "SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING" MOVING

RAY FROM HIS MAXIMUM SECURITY CELL WHEN HIS CLASSIFICATION
PERIOD IS UP LATER THIS MONTH.

"THE TEMPTATION TO KILL THE MAN WHO KILLED MARTIN LUTHER

KING WILL BE TOO GREAT FOR SOME OF OUR PRISOONERS OUT HERE "
THE GVARD SAID. "THEY'LL GET HIM AND THERE'S NOTHING WE CAN

DO ABUT IT. "
4/9-+SV1029AES
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■ considering” moving Ray when his ctessihcationt , 
period is up later this rnnth \ $
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z James Earl Ray, serviag0Ofcmairs for the mur­
' der of Dr. Martini Luther King Jr., has taken the ■ 

first step to get a full-fledged trial. His lawyers 
alllegedl that Ray was pressuirdd into entering a 
guilty plea to avoid a jury trial and apossbih 
death sentence. -
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Kay Scores Lawyers:: 
In New Trial Petition
MEMPHIS (AP) - James 

Earl Ray, contending that two of 
his lawyers were more interest­
ed in financial gains than his 
fate, has officially asked fto a 
new trial in the rlatlnlg of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

in a petition filed yesterday 
Ray said he was “pressured” 
info a March 10 guilty plea be­
Cause a trial would have made 

- the facts a “mtl.l;er of public

record’for the free use of all" 
and would have endangered the 
success of a proeected book and 
movee.

Ray was oepresented first by 
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham, 
an attorney he firedin Novem­
ber, and then by Percy Foreman 
of Houston,' who arranged a. 
99-year sentence in exchange for 
the guilty plea.

, Claims Duress
T'he motom said Foreman 

‘ ‘pressured him, and he, the de­
fendant, under duress due to this 
pressure, entered a plea yf 
guilly‘’ for “hie sole financial 
gain of the said attorney.”

Attached to the petition were 
letters and agreements invotang 
Ray and author William Brad­
ford Hute of Hartselte, Ala., who 
is writing a book about Ray and 
negotiating movie rights, Hanes 
and Foreman.

The paper's outlined financial 
arrangemnnss u^n’which Huie, 
who has already written a series 
of magazine aol;icler on the case, 
will pay part. of his ooyalttes,tq 
the two attorneys.
| Ray said in the motion that if 
lie had taken the stand in a full 
Ccate trial, ‘then he wM lave 
to book.” ’ 
\ He contended that his guilty 
plea was ”a farce, a sham and a 
mockery of justice.” , ,

No date has been set for la 
hearing on .the motion. The at­
torney general's office has s^d 
that Ray would be retunned 
from his maximum security cOll 
in the penitentiary, in Nashvfle 
to Memphis for any such hear­
ings. .

3 Lsseed as Attorneys
The motion was filed by ttiree 

men listed as attorneys, tor 
Ray-Ricaard J. Ryan fMem­
phis, J. B. Stoner of Savannah, 
Ga., and R,obert W. Hill Jr". of 
Chattanooga. _ '

Ray f;trmally dismissed Fore­
man as his attorney inaletter 
to Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle on March 13. Bat­
He, who had received the guilty 
plea March 10, died of a heart 
allaik March 31 and a prevoous- 
ly undisclosed second tetter 
from Ray was found among tos 
effects,. .. .

It said the letter should be 
taken as notice of an intention to 
seek a new trial and the petition 
filed yesterday was HsUd as an 
amenred and supplemental mot- 
ionJa-th? letter’. which wasJdat- 
edrMarchi26. w5^
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Ray Fifes K 
For Trial ini
KingSlaying

i MEMPHIS, Tens.,,.'April 7 
। (AP)—Jmees Earl Ray took 
1 the tot formal step today to 

1 get. a full-fledged trial for the 
,slaying of the Rev. 'Dr. Martini 
Luther King —r.

. A -motion, signed by Ray 
,and a trio of- attorneys, re­
questing a new trial was filed 

,in Shelby County Criminal 
. Court. . .
■ No date was set for hearing 
the motion. It was expected 
that/Ray; who was held in a 
top-security cell in the Mem­
phis jail for eight months, 
would be returned for such a 
hearing.

Ray pleaded guilty -March 10 
|to shooting,Dr. King and was 
sentenced to 99 years in: the 
state, penitentiay.. He began 
talking about moving for a 
fuU fra1 virtually as soon as 
his guilty plea was entered, |

The motion, (.sign(di.by Riehl- . 
ard Kyah of Memphis, Raj's ! 
third defense attorney, who I 
conferred with Ray i in the • 
state pcnlticntaoay in Nash-' 
ville on Saturday, and lawyer’s 
J. B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga,, 
and Robert W. Hill of Chatia- 
nooga, Tenn,, aReged that Ray 
has been pressured into enter- 

1 ing the guilty plea and thus 
avoiding a jury trial. t .
। Under* Tennessee law,, a 
I guilty plea in a capital case re­
quires the state only to pres­
ent evidence that a crime was 
■committed. In the March 10 
hearing the state pregenCed, 
five witoesees to prove hat 
Dr.King Wbe^^ .
than an1 assistant piosecutor . 
outmed the eaeeL‘'thC.'-state . 

.would', have ■poeecitCe had 
there beena full tria^  ̂_
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f Raa^prevOusly wrote two, 
letters to the late Judge W.' 
Preston Battle, who, had. re- 
kveed his gully,pda,, stating 
ithat he wanted a -new trial* 

i The second letter was, found
among Batties papers after 
the judge died March 31.

Judge Artime Faquin wasf 
named by the other Coiminal 
Court judges to take the Ray 
case after BatAe died.h. .

’ Ray .had been represented 
by Percy Foremas, the noted 
tttorilca from Houston,1 M 
when he enteeed his guifta , 
piea. Soon after he was trans- | 
ported to the state peniten-i 
Wary in Nashville to begin | 
serving his term, Ray wrote i 
Battle that he had fired Fore-1 
man. i I
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James Earl Ray, serving 99 years for the mur­
der of Dr. Marrite Luther King Jr., has taken the 
Mst step to get a fuMwlged tabi. His lawyers 
alleged that Ray was pressureed into entering a 
gW plea to avoid a jury tn! and a passage 
death sentences. -
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RAY 4/7 NX MURKINBY MINROSE BRYAN P.R. Fold Love3. HAVE HELD A BRIEF STRATEGY SESSION AT THE TENNESSEE STATE

NASHVILLE,
RYAN

TENN, (UPI)--JAMES EARL RAY AND MEMPHIS ATTORNEY RICHARD
PRISON TO DISCUSS WAYS OF OBTAINING A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

SATURDAY VISIT.
THE GRAY-HAIRED ATTORNEY REFUSED TO SAY ANYTHING ELSE ABOUT THE

"WE DISCUSSED LANGUAGE SAID RYAN AFTER THE 45-MINUTE MEETING.

presenLETTERS HE BROTE THE LATE JUDGE We PRESTON BATTLE, THE LETTERS

RYAN'S STATEMENT APPARENTLY REFERRED TO.LANGUAGE RAY USED IN TWO

SLAYING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
APPARENTLY BILL BE THE KEY TO WHETHER RAY GETS A NEW TRIAL IN THE

INTENT TO SEEK A REVERSAL OF HIS 99-YEAR SENTENCE. A STATE LAW

RAY ASKED-BATTIE IN ONE OF THE LETTERS TO CONSIDER IT AS NOTICE OF
PROVIDES THAT A MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL PENDING BEFORE A JUDGE ON THEJUDGE'S DEATH IS AUTOMATICALLY GRANTED

WAIVING
WHEN RAYSPLEADED GUILTY HE WAS ADVISED BY BATTLE THAT WASALL RIGHTS TO

THIS. THERE REMAINS A JUDICIAL QUESTION AS TO HOW
THAT

THE LETTERS
HE UNDERSTOOD

WILL
APPEAL AND RAY ACKNOWLEDGED

BE CONSIDERED AND WHETHER RAY'S WAIVER IS BINDING.CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE ARTHUR FAQUIN. APPOINTED TO HANDLE THE RAYCASE AFTER BATTLE'S DEATH, WILL DECIDE WHETHER RAY'S LETTERSCONSTITUTE A LEGAL MOTION:
RYAN, 55, IS THE THIRD LAWYER ACQUIRED BY RAY TO HANDLE HISDEFENSE. FORMER BIRMINGHAM MAYOR ARTHUR HANES SR. WAS FIRED INNOVEMBER AND SUCCEEDED BY FAMED HOUSTON ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN,WHO PERSUADED RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY.
ANOTHER ATTORNEY, J. B. STONER OF SAVANNAH, CA., MET RAY AT THEPRISON RECENTLY AND SAID HE WOULD FILE LIBEL SUITS IN RAY'S BEHALFAGAINST MAGAZINES. STONER SAID HE WOULD NOT HANDLE RAY'S DEFENSE
RYAN ARRIVED AT THE PRISON WITH TVC COMPANIONS IN A 10-YEAR-OLD

CAR WITH A DANGLING FRONT BUMPER. THE OTHER TWO MEN REFUSED TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THEY ACCOMPANIED RYAN AS THEY WAITED FOR HIM TO EMERGE
FROM THE PRISON,

FAQUIN HAD DIRECTED PRISON OFFICIALS FRIDAY TO PERMIT RYAN TO VISIT
RAY. RYAN HAD BEEN DENIED PERMISSION TO SEE RAY EARLIER BECAUSE
OFFICIALS SAID HE HAD NO EVIDENCE HE WAS RAY'S COUNSEL.

BR/FM538AES
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<Sirhan .and Ray
’ J MIES EARL RAY, serving a life sentence foil 

murdering Dr. Martini Luther’King Jr, Md & 
brief strategy session with his attorney Richart I 

. Jd Ryan to discuss ways of obtaining a new tcsai 
“We discussed language,” is all; that . Mr. Ryan 
would say. - ,
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f UPI-122 
(RAY) . _________ —

MEMP'HIS, TENN.-ATTORNYYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY’.,COm^
I DR. N ARTIS’LUTHER KING JR.. FILED MOTIONS FOR A NEW TRIAL wODAT nOiDE 

GROUNDS THAT RAY HAY BEEN USF BY HIS^ATTORNEYS TO PEDDLE HIS INSI 
YTORY T0TTyZNDYy0o0■<yIID THraVHURoYfcYS, THE M-YEAR-OLD-

, CCOlVICTOCLAIMESmAT HE WAS Fo® J0jLEAnGU)ILW TO THE APR,L, 4, 
1968 SNIPER SLAYING BECAUSE OF PRESSURE FROM HIS ATTORNEYS.

V7—EG3*$JE:s

For MR. TOLSON

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Ray
J AMES EAR.L RAY, serving a life sentence for 
murdernig Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., held a 
tatei strategy session with his attorney Richard 
J. Ryan tto discuss ways of obtaining a new tri®' - 
“We discussed language,” is _ all that Mr.RyMi. 
would say. _<
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Apartment of Justice,

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT.11:00 A.M., E.DT / ' •
• THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 - AG .

In response to inquiries from the news media 
regarding the Civil Rights Division’s review of the Maatin/j&Mly 
Luther King fiees, Attorney General Edward H. Levi today W 
issued the folrowing statement: . -

. I have directed the Office of Professional ReiSPOilbxllty, 

headed by Michael Shaheen, to commlete a review of all records

in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the

personal directum of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley

Pottinger, completed on April 9 a fvve-month preliminary

revieo of fiees at FBI headcquaters.. As a result of this

preliminary review, the Civil Rights Divisoon has recommended 

that the review be carried forward to commotion with an 

additional exaration of records at FBI headquarters and 

field offices. It is beHeyed that more than 200,000 documents 

may be involved. ‘ .

On the basis of this prilioinary review, Assistant .

Attorney General Pottinger stated, that his tentative crnclusrons 

were (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way 

caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered 

that tie FBI invistigrtron of the assassinaton of Dr. King 

* was not thorough and honest,, and (3) instances were found

i^icating that the FBI undertook a systematic program of 

harassment of Dr. King in order t° discredit him and harm both

him and the movement he led.
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•In ordering on April 26 the complete review by Mr.

Shaheen, I direcied that the investigation be completed 

forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be 

furnished to me and FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley on the 

basis of the reveew of ail documents:

^ Whether'the FBI investigator of Dr. King's, 

assassination was thorough and tonest; .

’ — Wither there is any evidence that the FBI was

involved in the assassinator of Dr. King;

— Wither, in light of the first two maters, there 

is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the 

Department concerning the aisassioatOon of Dr. King;

— Whother the nature of the rilatOonieip between ttie

: Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutors, diiiiplOnary 

proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottnnger pointed out that the Civil Rights 

Division has been continuously inviitigatOgg allega^is 

concerning the assassinator of Dr. King as these allegatoons

• come to the attention • of the Department. n ;
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UP-087
(RAY)

MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) -- WHILE JAMES EARL RAY IS 
Sentence for the killing of dr. martin luther king 
DISjMISS^ THE LATEST U.S. JUSTICE department probe 
COVER-UP.

SERVING a 99-YEAR
JR., HIS LAWYER 
of The case as a

”I DON’T thunk the truth will ever be known until the 
INVESTIGATION IS PUT II THE HANDS OF A BODY COMPLETELY DISSOIIATED 
WITH The DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,” ATTORNEY ROBERT LIVINGSTON SAID ’ 
THURSDAY. ' '
_EAR4ER J. STANLEY POTTINGER, CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT’S CIVIL 
RIGHTS division, said the probe So far has disclosed no fbi 
INVOLVEMENT AND NO CONSPIRACY BUT THAT THE INVESTIGATION IS BEING 
BROADENED.

"ER. RAY WAS NOT EXPECTING ANYTHING 
EXCEPTJ-ORE COVERUP." SAID LIVINGSTON, 
HANDLED RAM'S APPEAL FOR A LEW TRIAL.

TO COME OF THIS INVESTIAITOIN 
ONE OF THE ATTORNEYS WHO HAS

LIVITSION SAID A SEROOUS PROBE OF THE CONSPIRACY THEORY OF KING'S 
1968 MEMPHIS SNIPER SLAYING EIGHT ARISE FROM A PROPOSAL BY REP. HENRY 
IONZALeZ, D-TEX., authorizing the house speaker to name a select 
COMMITTEE. ’

UP I 04-30 03:09 PED

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE FBI/DOJ
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Rec. Mgnt---------  
Spec. Inv---------  
Training ----------

Telephaee Rm. — 
Director Sec'y ----

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE fbi/doj

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LEVI THAT THE IIVE TIGATION BEPeeling red
WAVE DONE SO IF HE DID

CONCERNING THE

TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S
NEWLY CREATED INTERIAL

1710
POSSIBLE TOLD REPORTER IN

FIND EVIDENCE.
IBLE THAT THE GOI COSTER EXERCISES. I THINK THEY 125

1:11 PED

- WHILI JAMES EARL SERVING
OF PARTI 12.00 HIS

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OF tup CAGE

THE TRUCK KIOUN UNTIL THE
non COMPLETEL DISSOCIATED

ATTORNEY ROBERT LIVINGSTO SAID

CIVIL

ID BEING

equipment THIS INVESTIGATION
OF THE ATTORNEYS WHO HAS

THEORY OF KING'S
BY

NEA SELFGI

M-KING-HOOVER 4-29
WASHINGTON (UPI) -- "IF THE WALLS COULD TALK I THINK THEY WOULDParknessSTREAM OR CRY." THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL SAID AS HE DISCUSSED

THE FRI4 EIGHT-YEAR CAMPAIGN OF HARASSING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING M.
ATTORNEY GENERAL J. STANLEY POTTINGER HAS TAKEN OVER THE

FORMER OFFICE OF FRI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER, WHO CONSIDERED KING TO
BE THE "MOST DANCEROUS AND EFFECTIVE LEADER IV, OUR COUNTRY.

POTTING HELD A CONFERENCE ON KING'S ASSASSINATI AND THE
FDI HARASSMENT PIG ROOM ACROSS A HALL IN n JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
WING THE FBI VACATED WHEN IT MOVED INTO ITS OWN NEW BUILDING LAST

EAR
SPORTER INTERRUPTED III OTHHOOVER KING TO POINT

OUT THE SITE WAS NEAR THE MOOVER OCCUPIED UNTEL HIS DEATH
1972
THE WALLS COULD TALK SCREAM OR CRY,

VINGER SAT
DUPLICATE TO BeWIRE POINTS
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.A270, ■
. DA

DM-ODY 4-17 _ _
MEMPHIS, TENN. CUPI) -- ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY AID SATURDAY 

THE' DEATH'OF A FEDERAL JUDGE REVIEWING RAY’S CASE MAY KILL CHANCES 
FOR A'.NEW TRIAL INTTE 1968 ASSASSINATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. „

JUDGE WILLAAME. MILLER. 68, WTO DIED OF AN APPARENT HEART ATTACK 
LAST WEEK, WAS ONE IT THREE JUDGES ON TTE U.S. SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF 
APPEALS KN CINCINNATI POEPARNEG A RULNNG ON RAY'S REQUEST THAT HIS 
1969 GUILTY PLEA BE OVERTURNED. „ .
1 6" I' LAS V'PL DISTREVSED TO LEARN OF JUDGE MILLERS DEATH," MEMPHIS 
ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVIGGSTON SAID SATURDAY. "I FELT LIKE WE LOST A 
SYMPATHETIC EAR."

LSVIEGSTII SAID*-"SOME OF THE REMARKS HE MADE FROM THE BENCH 
CAUSED ME TO THINK HE MIGHT HASE RULED IN OUR FASOR."

IN A FES. 3 HEARING ON THE CASE, MILLER HAD SEEN THE JUDGE MOST 
VOCAL IN FAVORING RAY'S SIDE OF THE CASE. JUST LAST MONTH, LIyIESTION 
SUD HE WOULD NOT SE SURPRISED IF THE PANEL DECIDED TO RULE IN RAY'S 
FAVOR SY JUNE. ' _ . \

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 6TH CIRCUIT APPEALS COURT SAID MILLER’S DEATH 
MEANS TODT TAE TOO REMAININC JCUIES -- CHIEF JUSTICE HARRY PHILLPPS 
AND ANTHONY UELESREZZE — WELL DECIDE THE CASE. 3

LIVIEGSTII AND JAMES LESAR OF WASHINGTON. ANOTHER RAY ATTORNEY, U 
SPECULATED THAT PHILLPSS MIGHT LEAN N,OLAOD A NEW TRIAL. BUT \ueLEboezze probably would rule ray should stick with tSeguilty PLEA' 
AND SERVE OUT HIS 99-Y1ARR TERM IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PEOETEOTIARY. 

ufederal court officials say that if the oemahnng two judges
DISAGREE ON A RULING, THE CASE PROBABLY WILL SE REHEARD. .OayYs OPPAD0 LOR D NTE NOIEL OI BASED IN HIS CONTENTION THAT TEM 
LAS COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY SY HOUSTON LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN IN

. ORDER to escape the electric chair. 
| DUPLICATE TO B WIRE POINTS , 

UPI 04-17 0654NNPES

.A
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1ST ADD RAY NASHVILLE HFR 4-6 XXX CARES NOT TO DIE."______ _
LVVNGSTOON LAST VISTTED RAY IN FEBRUARY_SHORTLY AFtER THL.6TH_ 

DISTRICT APPEALS COURT A CINCINNATI TOOK THE PLEA^R A TRIAL UNDER 
ADVISEMENT.

prison Spokesmen said'ray, who now has a cellmate, is looking _ 
TER SINCE HE WAS RELEASED FROM HIS SOLITARY CELL ON THE PRISONS

MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT LIST AUGUST. _
■ BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR OF WASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY LAWYER, DI SPUTB.S

THOSE WHR SAY RAY HAS CHANGED HIS STORY OVER THE YEARS AND IS NOT TO 
BE IBLIBVBI. __________________ ____________

" I DON’T THINK HE’S BEEN INCONSISTENT," FENSTERWALD SAItl IN I . 
TELEHHONE INTERVIEW. "HE’S ALWAYS MAINTAINED HE WAS NRT IT THE sCeNB 
OF THE CRIME. ITS JOST THAT HNS BEEN ASKED SO MANY DETAILED 
QUESTIONS THAT UNLESS HB HAD I PHOTOGRAPHCC MEMORY, HI’S BOUND TO 
'HAVE SOME DISCREPANCIES."

LIVIIGSTOO INSISTS THAT HIS CLIENT HAS I CHANCE OF..ACQUITTAL IF HE 
IS SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING THE FOLLfLBEGBED TRIAL HB GAVE OP II 1969 TO 

.AVOID THE ELECTRIC CHAIR. ' ,
' • " IF WB COMB TO TRAIL,^HB 'IURDBN WILL BB ON THE STATE OF TBO^SSEE 
TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE T’O PR:OVB HIM GUILTY," THE PLANN’POKBNN MEMPHIS 
ATTORNEY SAID. "THEIR EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL IT INST AND I THINK
WE CAN PUNCH HOLES IN IT."

' THE STATE BASES IT'S CASE ON FINGERPRINSS FOUND ON THn RIFLE USED 
IN THE SLAYING AND A WITNESS WHO CLAIMS HE SAW RAY.FLEEING FROM THE 
FILTHY FLOPHOUSE BATHROOM WHERE THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SbVeRBD .KI°G’s 
SPINAL CORE ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRE.

"THE STATE’S STAR WITNESS IS ESSENTIALLY A SKIRROW DRUNK,” DRAWLED 
LIVIGGSTOO, "AND HIS CREDENTIALS ARE NOT UNIMPEACHABLE. I HARDLY 
THINK HIS EVIDENCE WILL STAND UP IN COURT." „ .

RAY, WHO HAS SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST KING AND HAD NEVER SEEN 
HIM. HAS MAINTAINED THAT HE WENT TR MEMPHIS AT THE REQUEST RF A 
MYSTERIOUS MAN KNOWN TR HIM ONLY AS "RAOUL". _

HE ADMITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE .30-06 RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND 
REGISTERED AT THE SLEAZY BOARDNNHHOUBE ACROSS FROM. THE ..MURDER SPOT 

• BUT-SAYS-..HE-FTRST HEARD - RF-THE CIVIL RIGHTS.. LEADER’S .DEATH AS HE 
DROVE HIS WHITE MUSTANG TOWARD MISSISSIPPI.

HE SAID HE PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS- 
WANTED FOR THE CRIME, AND BEGAN A FLIGHT WHICH ENDED IN HIS ARReSt IN 
ENGLAND JOIE 5, 1968. _

THE STATE’S POSITION, WHICH HAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A U,S. 
DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS, IS THAT RAY IS " AN INTELLIGENT AND 
SEASONED CRIMINAL WHR WAS AND IS WELL AWARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS," . _ . . . ................ . ' \ ,

A BRIEF FILED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY1 GENERAL WILLIAM HAYNES
JR. SAYS RAY DELIBEHTELYY ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA TO-AVOID THE DEATHW/
PENALTY. . _ 'V

" THERE WAS NO REAL HOPE OF AVOIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES
EARL RAY OTHER THAO TR ENTER THE PLEA OF GUILTY...AND RAY’S DECISION
WAS I REASONED AND INTBLLIBENT ONE," HAYNES WROTE. , _

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WHICH HAS SR FAR DECLINED SUGGESTRNSS THAT 
IT REOPEN THE KING INVESTIGATION, HAS STATEDD IT ILS SATISFIED.THAT RAY 

- ACTED ALONE. IOT STILL UNANSWERED I’ THE QUESTION OF WHERE RIY—I
SM/AW-TIMB HOLDUP MAN AND ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 
PRISON-oOBAAONED the money to finance his $2,000 mustang, 
MEMPHIS AND SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THROUGH FOUR COUNTRIES.

HIS TRIP TO

POSSESSIONWHEN HE WAS CAUGHT, THE FUGITIVE STILL HAD $200 IN HIS
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED.POINT TO RBAeNT ___  

HINTS OF A CONSPRRAYY BROUGHT FORT'H BY CONVICEDD HEROIN DEALER ROBERT 
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED CONFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS. CLAIMS 
BY WATSON AND ANDREWS THAT THEY HEARD OF A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVb
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED, OUT HAVE RAISED SOME QUESTIONS. _

.IN ADDITION, RUMORS OF AO FBI CONSPIRAYY AGAINST KING HAVE ALSO
SURFACED. 1 -

LAWYERS FOR BOTH SIDES NOW SAY THAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL 
LIKELY BE DECIDED OY THE SUPREME COURT, POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1977. _ 

”ANY WAY I SEE IT, THE SUPREME COURT IS GOING TO HAVE TO DECIDE 
THE MATTER,"'LVVNGGSTON SAYS. "THEY (THE PROSECUTION) FOUGHT US EVERY 
STEP OF THE WAY. IF WE WIN IN THE APPEALS COURT, THEY’LL FIGHT US ON 
UP TO THE SUPREME COURT. IF WE LOSE, YOU CAN BE SURE WE’LL APPEAL."

HENRY MILE A FORMER ASSISTANT TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO WAS 
PART OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY, 
AGREES. -

" RAY’S ATTORNEYS WILL BE FIGHTING IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS 
LIFE AND BREATH HOLD OUT," HE SAID RECENTLY.

RAY, WHO WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN 
IF HE CAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN 
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FCR PAROLE 22 YEARS FROM 
SENTENCE DOES NOT OFFICIALLY EXPIRE UNTIL

BUT T 
SMILE AS

SENN’S retiring STAR FRIOONER

MISSOURI AND ENGLAND EVEN 
THE KING MURDER CASE, 
NOW EVEN THOUGH HIS 
APRIL 29, 2019.
SHOWED THE FIRST TRACE OF A

HE INDICATED HE’D RATiER RISK A TRIAL THAN CONTINUE TO SERVE
OUT HIS TERM IN HIS DINGY, CRAMPED PRISON CELL.

* YOU’VE NEVER BEEN IN PRISON, HAVE YOU?" HE SAID WRYLY. "THAT’S
ALL I THINK I NEED TO SAY." . '

ADV FOR AMS SUN APRIL 4 .
UFA 04-01 08:23 PES '
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Peelythan
EARI DAV TRACE OF A

TO HOLD MJ SLENDER FRAME
QUESTIC THE PARS OF A DARK CELL

TO RISE ELECTRIC CHAIR IN A NEW TRIAL
EARLY PAROLE?

ISON HAVE YOU?" REPLIED THE MAN SERVING
FOR 1058 SNIPER SLAVI OF DR. MARTIN

A

MERELY SERVES OUT HIS TERM. HE WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLEFROM NOW. HIS SENTENCE OF TICIALLY IS SCHEDULED TO END APRIL
CEIVES NO SPECIAL TREATMENT IN TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARYHIS DAYS WORKING IN THE LAUNDRY OR LYING SILENTLY IN HIS

WITH HIS FACE TOWARD THD WALL.
ING TO CEMPHIS ATTORNEY ROBERT LIVINGSTON, RAY MAY BE THETARGET OF VIOLENCE FROM OTHERS SECRETLY RESPONSIBLE FOR KING'S

POICE UP CADOUT A CONSPIRACY IN 1969, BUT THEY ALL CHOSE TO IGNORE

HE'S IN SOME DANGER." LIVINGSTON SAID RECENTLY "aay

WAS SHOT BY A SNIPER AS HE STOOD ON THE BALCONY OF A MEMPHIS
YEARS AGO. RAY ORIGINALLY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE CRIME

UNDERSTANDING HE WOULD ESCAPE THE ELECTRIC CHAIR BY DOING

CLAIMS LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN COFRCED HIM INTO THE PLEA ANDDID OT PULL THE TRIGGER ON THE RIFLE SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE

CO HAS REFUSED TO TALK WITH REPORTERS. BUT ONE
RELUCTANTL INTERRUPTED A NAP TO DISCUSS AN UPCOMING

TRIAL.
ATI'S TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS THAT COULD ALLOW

RAY SAID AS HE PEERED THROUGH
COME IN FIVE WEEKS OR so," THE SOFTSPOKEN,

GOOD TAL
THE BARS.

YOUNGERAND PHYSICAL SHAPE AND LOOKING THA

BY ONE OR MORE CONSPIRATORS TO TAKE THE BLAME FOR KING'S
HEHE APOLOGETICALLY REFUSED TO DISCUSS HIS CONTENTION

IT WILL ALL COME OUT IN COURT," NE SAID. "ANYTHING I SAYNONE ANY DIFFERENCE BECAUSE I7 WILL BE DECIDED IN
TO SHOULD DE DECIDED IN COURT.

TRIED THE PRESS."
SAYS RAY REFUSES TO ADMIT HIS LIFE IS IN DANGER. HEIT MAY BE THE UI DERLYING REASON FOR HIS CLIENT'S SEALED

GOING AROUND NAMING ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONESAID,
JUST SAY OT TO DIE

ESTON INSISTS HI: CLIENT HAS A CHANCE OF ACQUITTAL IF FEDERALWILL A TRIAL.
TO TRIAL THE BURDEN WILL DE ON THE STATE OF TENNESSES

BEST
TO PROVE HIM GUILTY," SAID. "THEIR EVIDENCE IS

AT
AID HAS NOTHING AGAINST KING AND HAD

IN
NEVER
IT,

SEEN
I THINK PUNGI HOLES

THE NIFLE WAS HIS, BUT SAID HE WAS NOT NEAR THE
WAS FIRED AND HEARD OF THE MURDER ONL AS HE

FOR AND
197

TENNA (UPI) -- IMPORTANT DATES IN THE JAMES EARL RAY

23, 1967. RAY ESCAPES FROM MISSOURI STATE PRISON IN
19 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KINGLIR. IS ASSASSINATED

MOTEL IN MEMPHIS, WHERE HE HAD GONE TO SUPPORT
RIKING SANITATION WORKERS.

RAY IS APPREMENTED IN LONDON.
10, 1969. RAY OF ERS A GUILTY PLEA AND IS GIVEN A 99-YEAR

27, 1975. U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCGRAE TR.
AV TO WITHDRAW MIS GUILTY PLEA AND FACE A FULLKING'S MURDEN.

31, 1975, ATLANTA PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSIONER A. REGINALD
HE IIA RECEIVED ININFORMATION HINTING AT A CONSPIRACY AND

FULLY URGES THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO REOPEN THE KING

15. 1975. RAY, RELEASED FROM THE TENNESSEE'S MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT, IS ASSIGNED TO A $22-A-WEEK JOB
THE LAUNDRY.

1975. MEMPHIS CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE WILLIAM
CBS-TV PERMISSION

WHIT
TO EXAMINE21 BALLISTICS EVIDENCE USED

1975. RAY'S LAWYERS ASK THE 6TH CIRCUIT COURT OF
APREAL TO RAY THE CHANCE FOR A TRIAL

JANUARY 3, 1971 TELEPHO EXPORT NATIONWIDE BY
CBS-TV PER CENT OF THOSE QUESTIONED THOUGHT "HELP"
FROM OTHERS IN THE KING MURDER

RAY HAD

TOFEBRUARS 3, 1976 . RAY'S LAWYERS APPEAR IN APPEALS COURT
ARGUE FOR A TRIAL. THE COURT TAKES THE CASE UNDER ADVISEMENT.

UPI 04-05 01125 AES
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