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(RAY) ’ ,
CINCINNATI (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAV CONTENDS HE DID NOT ASSASSINATE
MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ONLY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE MURDER BECAUSE HF
gAS "COERCED" BY LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN, AN ATTORNEV FQR RAY ARGUED
‘ODAY .
"RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KINGy" ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR SAID
AFTER ARGUING BEFORL A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT THAT RAY BE ALLOWED TO
DRO? HIS 1969 GUILTY PLEA TO KILLING KING IN MEMPHIS, TENN.y ON APRIL
4 958 ‘ )
’ "THE FACT IS RAV WANTS A TRIAL," ADDED LESAR. "HE CLAIMS HE WAS
FRAMED " ‘
JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE ASKED LESAR HOW RAY COULD CLAIM THAT
FOREMAN “COERCED" THE GUILTY PLEA FROM HIM WHEN RAV PREVIOUSLY TOLD
ANOTHER JUDGE HE WAS NOT COERCED INTO ENTERING THE PLEA.
g "THE PROBLEM IN COERCION IS THAT THE PERSON UNDER COERCION WILL
DENY IT," ANSWERED LESAR.

‘ UPI 02-03 01:10 PES
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(RAY)

MEMPHIS, TENN.(UPI)--JAMES EARL RAY READILY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE
MURDER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. TO AVOID THE ELECTRIC CHAIR AND
BECAUSE HE INTENDED TO ESCAPE FROM PRISON WITHIN TWO YEARS, PERCY
FOREMAN SAID IN A DEPOSITION READ IN FEDERAL COURT TODAY,

THE FAMOUS HOUSTON, TEX,, DEFENSE LAWYER'S DEPOSITION WAS READ AT
A HEARING THAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY. RAY CONTENDS
FOREMAN PRESSURED HIM INTO PLEADING GUILTY IN EXCHANGE FOR A 95-YEAR
SENTENCE, BUT THE LAWYER SAID THE CHARGE IS TOTALLY UNTRUE.

THE LAWYER SAID HE DISCUSSED WITH RAY THE DIFFERENCE IN A SS~YEAR
PRISON SENTENCE AND A LIFE TERM BEFORE HE ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA ON
MARCH 10, 1S6S, BUT RAY WAS NOT INTERESTED IN THE TALK.

"IT DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE TO ME,"™ FOREMAN SAID RAY TOLD HIM.
"THERE ISN'T ANY JAIL THAT COULD KEEP ME MORE THAN TWQ YEARS."

RAY ESCAPED IN 1967 FROM A MISSOURI PRISON, WHERE HE WAS SERVING
AN ARMED ROBBERY SENTENCE, AND WAS A FUGITIVE AT THE TIME OF THE KING
MURDER. AFTER HIS GUILTY PLEA, HE TWICE TRIED TO ESCAPE FROM A
TENNESSEE PRISON, BUT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL.

FOREMAN SAID HE WAS CONVINCED RAY ACTED ALONE IN THE MURDER OF THE
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER, BUT ENCOURAGED CONSPIRACY THEORIES BECAUSE HE
DI D NOT UNDERSTAND THE LAW.

"WE HAD THE IDEA THAT CONSPIRACY WAS A DEFENSE TO MURDER--THAT YOU
COULD PARTICIPATE IN A CONSPIRACY AND NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR A
MURDER, " THE LAWYER SAID.

FOREMAN SAID RAY'S MOTIVES FOR THE MURDER SPRANG FROM HATE OF
BLACKS.

"H% WAS A RACIST; HE IS A RACIST AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN, " FOREMAN
SAID. "HE COULDN'T IMAGINE ANYBODY THAT WAS WHITE NOT THINKING LIKE
HE DID.

"HE THOUGHT HE WOULD BE THE CHAMPION OF THE WHITE RACE."

THE READING OF FOREMAN'S DEPOSITION WILL END THE HEARING WHICH
BEGAN OCT. 22 BEFORE U,S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE_ JR. OPPQSING
LAWYERS WILL FILE WRITTEN ARGUMENTS LATER AND MCRAE WILL RULE AT SOME
TIME IN THE FUTURE WHETHER RAY WILL BE ALLOWED TO WITHDRAW HIS PLEA

AND STAND TRIAL FOR THE MURDER.
UPI 11-01 12350 PES
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RAY 10=30 . _—
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BY ANITA MARIE LAPHAN LT

, WTMPHIS, TENN, (UPT) == JAMES EARL RAY DENIED THESDAY THAT HE
KBLLED DR, MARTIN LUTHER KIMG JR, BUT CONCEDED THAT HE MAY HAVEI HEENM

 wpMRTTALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS DEATH,
 ATESTIFYING FOR THE SECOND DAY AT A FEDERAL COURT HEARING ONgHIS
PETITION FOR A NEW TRIAL, RAY MINTED AT A CONSPIRACY IN THE sw§§§g
%%AYING aF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER AT A MEMPKIS MOTEL ON APRIL 4

&l - B : .

DEF SNET ATTORMEY JAMES H, LESAR ENTERED AS EVIDENCE A LETTER RAY
WROTE TO SEN, JAMES O, EASTLAND, D=ISS., AFTER HIS MARCH, 13€3,
GUILTY PLEA THAT LED TO A S9-YFAR PRISON ST TENCE,

TASTLAND HEADED A COMMITTEE CONSIDERING A CONGRESSIONAL
IMNUTSTIGATION OF THE KING URDER. -

W] FERSONALLY DID NOT SHOOT MARTIN LUTHER KING,® RAY GAID IN TH
LETTER, “BUT ! BELIEVE 1 AV PARTIALLY RESPONSIRLE FOR HIS DEATH,™
TUES DAY, AFTER RAY DENIED ONCE ACAIN THAT VE §HOT KING, YIS
ATTORNEY ASKED WIM, "DO YOU KNOW IF YOU ART FARTLY RESPONSIELE FOR

THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.?
%1 DON'T HAVE 8O DIRECT KNOWLENGE, ® RAY RESPONDED, "RUT I
pSEUME, + ., HE DID NOT FINISH THE S TATEMENT.

~,LRAY SAID HE HAD OFFERED TO COOFFRATE WITH ANY PROBE OF THE NOBEL
PEA% PRI ZY WINNER'S MURDER WHILL HE PRESSED FOR REVERSAL OF
G I .‘A FLEAO N wt
q’As YeTANT STATE ATTORNEY GEMERAL MENRY WATLE SPENT MOST OF TUBBDAY
AFTERNOCN QUESTIONING RAY ADOUT THE TRUTH OF HIS STATEMENTS TO TWO -
FORMER DEFRIST ATTORNEYS WHOM WE ACCUSES OF PRESSURING HIM TO PLEAD
GUILTY FoR THFXIR FINANCIAL GAIN. )

®AY TOLD HAILY. HE OMITTED SOME FACTS AROUT VIS ACTIONS THE NIGHT
OF THE KING DEATH WiEN DISCUSSING THE CASE WITH KIS FIRST DEFENSE
LAWYER, ARTHUR MANES SR., OF PIR-INGHAM, ALA,, BUT RAY SALD HE TOLD
ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN, OF HOUSTON, TEX,, WHO KEPLACED HANES, MEARLY
TV ERYTHING.

TN TERED AS EVIDENCE WAS A LETTER FROV FOREMAN TO RAY. .

*In MY OPINION,* THE LETTER SAI1D, “THERE Is A LITTLE MORE THAN B
35 PER crnT cnanckE THAT vou WILL RE CONVICTED AND RECEIVE THE DEATH
PENALTY IF YOU GO TO TRIAL. . o _ ]

#IF 1 A¥ ABLE TO SAVE YOUR LIFF RY NEGOTIATING WITH THE COURTGy I

WILY CONSIDER 1T ONE OF THE CRFATRST FEATS OF MY CARELR,® )
' géﬁg gAID HE AGREED TO PLEAD GUILTYy RUT DIDN'T TAKE THE PLEA §S .
4 N . L EFFGRT. i o

;%E*; %éokﬁg“oN THE MOCHHFNT AS A HOLDING METHOT, * 2AY SAID,

RET TERATING HIS CONTENTION THAT HE WANTED TC TAKE THE STANT AT &,

TRIAL, BUT THAT FOREMAN REFUSED TC ALLOW HI™ TO, .

UMtk TIvE, ® RAY SAID, I TUOUGHT IVD TALK WIM INTC TRIAL. .

(IN WASHINGTON TUESDAY, THE SUPREME COURT RUJECTZD TENNESSFE'S

EFFORTS TO BLOCK THE PRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE Ty THE WEARING.)

TR 1030 03:35 ATS oL
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'Assassmatlon

Bef f;re

By Payl W. Valentine ;
! o, Wugmmn Post Staff Writer ’

MEMPHIS Oct.  29—James
Earl -Ray today acknowledged
being with a group of men he
believes responsible for assas-
sinating Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr; here in' 1968-—but he
steadfastly denied being the
“acde shooter”

“In a federal court hearing in
46, is seeking to

overtyrn his 1969 guilty plea
to KIng’s/ murder, Ray for the
firgl t despribed details of

events h&dlng to the shooting
at 6:01 p.m. April 4, 1968, as
the civil rights Ieader stood on
the balcony of the Lorrame
Motel here. .

Biit Ray -would not say

hete he was or what he was
doing at the moment the shot
was fired; reportedly from the
'window of a -flophouse adja-
cent to the motel, .
“I'told Arthyr Hanes (one of
Ray's {formér attorneys) the
ttyth :on ‘everything ‘except
what T legt out . ... I told him
everywhére .I'd been up to 10
minutes :of 6 that evening”
Ray testified. -

He'facknowledged renting a
i Toom - xg,,'the flophouse and
‘putchasing thé. rifle found

sbanioned nearby. just after
the ahooting and later identi-
fied:as the raurder weapon.

'«gWhen Tepnessee Assistant
Attetney Getteral Henry Hailel

ifs, Ray’s at-|
tomyl proﬁested askmg for a
mm denehy eofference with

U.8. Distriet Coult Judge Rob-
ert’ M MoRae, After a brief
condy aﬁm ‘MeRae ruled

S0 ' continue te¥ti-

tying about detsils he had dis
eussq& vmﬁ hig prévivus attor]

neys in preparing his defense,
but not ahout matters he had:
refused fo discuss with them.

The rulmg came in the con—
text of Ray’s attempts t show:
that his previous attgrneys,
Hanes and Percy Fofeman,
coerced him into plbading
guilty.

‘Ray’s current attorneys con-
tend Foreman pushed for a
guilty plea to avoid a trial soi
that he could share roya1t1e3|
from books and magazine arti-
cles with writer William Brad-!
ford Huie with whom first
Hanes and then Foreman had)
agreed to give exclusive de-
tails of the murder.

Ray has contended since the!
day he pleaded guilty that
there. was a conspiracy to kilb
King. FBI, Justice Department
and locdl law enforcement of{
ficials say there is no evidence
of conspiracy. !

Though Ray would not spec-
ify yesterday where he was at
the moment- King was shot,
his attorneys have #aid pri-
vately he was in another part,
of the city and has fn alxbl,
witness to testify so,if Ray
wins a full-dress trial. They
also contend Ray was unaware,
that the group he was with in'
Memphis intended to killi

Waal. P
A -2~
-30-9Y
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SCLC 10-26 - :
ATLANTA (UPI)--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

(SCLC), FOUNDED BY DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., SAID SATURDAY IT WAS
CBTYBNE TS TNAKINAMESSEARLNRAYANASUBRED THET"NAYLBEUSIVEORAWHAUTERIAL.

THE SCLC REFERRED TO RAY AS A "MINNOW" IN THE CASE AND SAID THE
NEW TRIAL WAS NEEDED SO AUTHORITIES CAN GET TO THE "BIG FISH.'

RAY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN
EXCHANGE FOR A 99 YEAR PRISON SENTENCE, BUT HAS SINCE CHANGED HIS
STORY AND NOW CONTENDS HE WAS PRESSURED BY HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY
FOREMAN, INTO ENTERING THE GUILTY PLEA, A FEDERAL COURT IN MEMPHIS
CURRENTLY IS HOLDING AN EVIDENTIARY HEARING INTO RAY'S CHARGES.,

IN A TWO-PAGE STATEMENT ISSUED BY SCLC HEADQUARTERS, THE CIVIL
" RIGHTS GROUP SAID IT IS CONVINCED THAT KING WAS KILLED BY A

CONSPIRACY, AND THAT RAY IS JUST A “FALL GUY" FOR WEALTHY LEADERS OF

THAT CONSPIRACY.
‘% "WE DO NOT QUESTION JAMES EARL RAY'S GUILT OR INNOCENCE," SAID THE

t
'

\ SCLC STATEMENT. “THAT TO US IS IMMATERIAL WITHOUT OTHER PERSONS
INVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY BEING BROUGHT TO TRIAL.®

THE SCLC SAID, “THIS IS WHY WE CALL FOR THE NEW TRIAL FOR RAY. TO
CATCH AND PUNISH A MINNOW AND LET THE BIG FISH GET AWAY WOULD NOT BE
JUS TICE TO ANY DEGREE." i

IT CLAIMED THAT SOME WEALTHY PERSONS WHO WANTED KING DEAD "PAID A
HUGE SUM OF MONEY, WE BELIEVE, TO A FEW LUNATICS WHO AGREED TO BE THE

CARRY OUT THE CRIME. ‘ ’ '
PAT§%§§NT%HDUGH JAMES EARL RAY WAS APPREHENDED AND GIVEN A S9-YEAR
SENTENCE, THIS WAS NOT JUSTICE, NOR WAS IT LAW AND ORDER, BECAUSE
JAMES EARL RAY WAS THE FALL GUY," SAID SCLC. “HE WAS SET UP TO BE

' CAPTURED." ' '

THE SCLC STATEMENT CLAIMED THAT RAY COOPERATED AT FIRST, “BUT FOR
SOME REASON JAMES EAR*IRAY HAS BECOME DUSSATISFIED WITH THE WAY :
THINGS HAVE WORKED OUT FOR HIM, AND AS WE ALL KNOW HE HAS STARTEDHTO ¢ .

%T%LK AND COMPLAIN ABOUT THE WAY HE WAS FORCED TO CONFESS TO THIS ;

BRUTAL MURDER."
UPI 10-26 05:12 PED N N T
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| UP-025 v
TR : -
MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) -- CONFESSED ASSASSIN JAMES EARL RAY 1
TESTIFLED FRIDAY HE INCRIMINATED HIMSELF IN THE MURDER OF CIVIL
. RIGHTS LEADER MARTIN LUTHER KING' JR. "FOR A FEW DOLLARS®™ AND WAS
. FORCED TO PLEAD GUILTY IN A FINANCIAL DEAL WITH HIS ATTORNEYS.
RAY, IN TWO TEDIOUS HOURS OF TESTIMONY, SAID HE HAD A “SUSPICION,"
HIS DEFENSE LAWYER, ARTHUR HANES SR., OF BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AND
ALABAMA WRITER WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE WERE USING' HIM TO MAKE BIG MONEY
WHEN HE PLEADED GUILTY TO THE KING ASSASSINATION,
RAY, IN HIS FIRST COURT STATEMENTS EVER IN THE CASE, SAID HE
AGREED TO A CONTRACT WITH HANES AND HUIE IN ORDER TO GET MONEY TO PAY

HIS LEGAL FEES, |

““RAY SAID HE MAD ONLY $150 DOLLARS WHEN HE' WAS ARRESTED IN LONDON,
'ENGLAND, €5 DAYS AFTER THE APRIL 4, 1968; KING MURDER AND ®THIS WAS
THE ONLY METHOD WE COULD USE TO GET THE NECESSARY FUNDS.®

SO RAY AGREED TO TELL HIS STORY TO HUIE,
®I T APPEARED I WAS BEING A STATE'S WITNESS AGAINST FﬂYSELF FOR A

FEW DOLLARS," RAY TESTIFIED. ’
RAY IS SEEKING A NEW TRIAL ON GROUNDS HUIE, HANES AND A LATER RAY

ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, PRESSURED HIM INTO MAKING THE GUILTY PLEA

FOR WHICH HE RECEIVED A 95-YEAR SENTENCE.

UPI 10-26 05354 AED e -
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WASHINGTON (UPI) -- THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TODAY ACCUSED FAYETTE,
MISS,, MAYOR CHARLES EVERS, WHO IS UNDER INDICTMENT FOR INCOME TAX
TVASION, WITH "INTENTIONALLY"™ KEEPING RECORDS THAT HIDE HIS SOURCES
OF INCOME,

BECAUSE THE SOURCES OF HIS INCOME CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED, THE
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SAID, IT HAS BASED ITS CASE AGAINST HIM ON
COMPARISONS OF HIS NET WORTH IN 1567 AND 1S70. -
A FEDERAL GRAND JURY IN JACKSON, MISS., LAST AUGUST CHARGED THE
FORMER CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER AND HIS FORMER WIFE, NANNIE LAURA EVERS,
WITH EVADING MORE THAN $50,000 IN FEDERAL INCOWE TAXES BETWEEN 1567
AND 1970,

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT FILED A STATEMENT ABOUT EVERS'
RECORDKEEP ING IN U,S, DISTRICT COURT AT JACKSON IN RESPONSE TO A
MOTION BY EVERS' ATTORNEYS THAT THE GOVERNMENT BE REQUIRED TC FURNISH
DETAILS, _OF THE ALLEGED UNREPORTED INCOME

«+ o+THE GOQVERNMENT EXPECTS TO PROVE THAT THE DEFENDANTS
INFENIIQNALLY MAINTAINED THEIR RECORDS IN SUCH FASHION AS TO MAKE IT
SLBLE TO DETERMINE THE PRECISE SQURCE OF THEIR INCOME," THE

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT EXPLAINED IN A MOTION SAVING THE EXACT FIGURES
WERE NOT AVAILABLE.

"THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE FROM WHICH A JURY MAY

INFER THAT INCREASES IN THE DEFENDANTS' NET WORTH WERE THE RESULT OF
‘tnanPoPTrD INCOME OF THE DEFENDANTS ' VARIED BUSINESSES," %

UP-120 | | 1
i} (LY

UPI 10-25 04834 PED ST

D . ". RS
’ :;‘S.{,‘r“
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(RAY)

MEMPEIS (UPI)--A PROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY TESTIFIED FRIDAY THAT

AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE QFFERED TO PAY THE RAY FAMILY $12,000 TO
EEP RAY OFF THE WITNESS STAND AND THUS PRESERVE THE VALUE OF RIS
BOOK AECUT THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR,

THE STATEMENT WAS MADE BY JERRY RAY, WHO ALONG UITH ANOTHER
BROTHER, JOHM, TOOK THE WITNESS STAND FRIDAY IN A FEDERAL COURT
HEARING THAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN OF
THE FAMED CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER. JAMES EARL RAY NOW DENIES XILLING XING
4ND CLAIMS HE WAS PRESSURED INTO ENTERING A GUILTY PLEA IN THE CASL.

JERRY RAY TESTIFIED THAT WHEN HE ASKED HUIE WHETHER WHETHER HIE
AROTHER'S ATIORNEY AT TPE TIME, ARTHUR HANES SR. OF BIRMI&SH%M, ALA.,
WOULD GO ALONG WITH KEEPING JAMES OFF THE WITNESS STAUD, HUIL
REFLIEDS , .

uy vy 0s 'y THE ONE PAYING OUT MONEY, I CALL THE SHOTS,

a5 W RESETRr %H?STEONVERSATION, JERRY RAY SAID HE LATER TOLD

- JAMES, "'YOU DON'T HAVE AN ATTORNEY REPRESENTING YOU, HE'S

REPRISENTING THE BOOK WRITER,' 1 saID, 'I'D FIRE HIM AND GET ANQTHER

~ LAUYER,'™

&

JANES EARL RAY NOW CONTENDS ATTORNEYS HANES AND PERCY FOREMAN oF
HoUsTON, TEX., FAILED TO PROVIDE HIM WITH PROPER LECAL COUNSEL )
BRCAUSE OF THEIR FINANCIAL DEALINGS WITH HULE, WHC WROTE THE BOCK,

"HE SLEW THE DREAMER.™
. Higgg,T%RIGINALLY PEPRESENTED THE ACCUSED MURDER BUT WAS REPLACED

N ONOV. 1962 BY FORIMAN. 1
O NOV. 322 A0S0 TFIED HE MET HUIE IN HUNTSVILLE, ALA., EARLY IN
NOVEMEER T HUIE'S REQUEST. | )
N-v;gg ?H&%gé éAID AETHUR HANES WAS HAVING TROUBLE WITH JAMES BECAUSE
HE (JAMES) WAS WANTING TO GET ON THE WITNESS STAND, " JLRRY'RAY_SAIE.Y
WIUTE SAID HE DIDN'T WANT JAMES ON THE STAND BECAUSE IT WOULD 3%5}30
THE VALUE OF HIS BOOK, BECAUSE WHAT HE TESTIFIED TO WOULD BE PUBLIC

| ED Y“. L2 ~ . ‘ - :
K‘}O?II%IRR(‘;[LRAY SAID THE WRITER TQLD HIM IF HE WOULD GET HIS BROTHER NOT

To TAKT THE STAND, HUIE WOULD GET $12,000 FROM HANES AND GIVE IT TC
THE RAY FAMILY. 1
UPL 10-25 04340 PLD o o B
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“RAY 10-25
OND LD 2748
BY JIM BALENTINE
MEMP HIS, TENN, (UP1) ==  JAMES EARL RAY TESTIFIED FRIBAY THAT
LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN CGNVINCED HIM HE WOULD BE “BARBECUER® FOR THE
KILLING OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, IF HE STUCK WITH HIS FIRST
ATIORNEY, THEN ACCEPTED THE ALLEGED MURDER WEAPON AND GETAWAY CAR AS
" A RETAINER TO BEFEND HIM, o '
TESTIFYING FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN THE CASE, RAY SPENT A
TEDIGUS TWO HOURS LATE FRIDAY COVERING THE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS HIS
ATTORNEYS CLAIM FORCED NIM INTO THE GUILTY PLEA, o
RAY CONTINDS THAT AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, FOREMAN AND RAY'S
FIRST ATTORNEY, ARTHUR HANES SRi, FORCED RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY IN ORDER
70 KEEP HIM OFF THE WITNESS STAND AND PRESERVE THE FRESHNESS OF A
BOOK HUIE WAS WRITING ON THE KILLING. ' :
ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR READ INTO THE RECORD A CONTRACT BETWEEN HUIE
AND DELL PUBLISHING CO, INC. OF NEW YORK, WHICH PROVIDED FOR
PUBLISHING THE BOOK ON OR AFTER MARCH 15, 1969, AND STIPULATED THAT
*NONE OF HIS (HULE'S) PROCEEDS OF THE CONTRACT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY
GO TO JAMES FARL RAY." ‘
"7 wi DIDN'T KNOW THAT," RAY SAID, "BUT I HAD A SUSPICIGN.®
LESAR ALSO READ A LETTER' FROM HUIE TO HANES IN WHICH HUIE AGREED
TO LOAN HANES 835,000 1F HANES KEPT RAY OUT OF COURT UNTIL AT LEAST
FIVE MONTHS AFTER HIS RETUBN TO THE UNITED STATES FROM HIS ARREST IN

1 LONDON.

I

o
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"FIVE MONTHS AFTER RAY'S RETURN I EXPECT TO HAVE COMPLETED THE !
BOOK, ® THE LETTER SAID. : -

RAY SAID NE DECIDED HE WOULD HAVE TO CHANGE ATTORNEYS AFTER HIS
BROTHER JERRY CAME TO SEE HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT "MR. HULE TOLD HIM IF
I'D TAKE THE WITNESS STAND, IT WOULD DESTROY HIS BOOK. "™

FOREMAN, HE SAID, CAME INTO THE PICTURE "IN A SIDE WAY.®

"HE SAID IF I STUCK BY HANES AND HULE, I'D PROBABLY BE BARBECUED
(ELECTROCUTED),* RAY' SAID,  TO DEFEND HIM, RAY SAID, FOREMAN AGREED TO
A FEE OF $150,000, AND THEN ASKED ABOOUT THE MUSTANG CAR IN WHICH RAY
FLED MEMPHIS AND THE RIFLE AUTHORITIES SAID RAY USED TO KILL KING.

' "I SIGNED THEM OVER TO HIM AS A RETAINER FEE," SAID RAY,
CONCLUDING FRIDAY'S TESTIMONY. .

RAY BEGAW HIS TESTIMONY LATE FRIDAY AFTER WIS BROTHER JERRY SAID
HULE HAD OFFERED THE RAY FAMILY $12,000 TO HELP KEEP JAMES OFF THE
VI INESS STAND., ._ '

HANES REPRESENTED RAY FROM SHORTLY AFTER HIS JUNE 8, 1968 ARREST
IN LONDON UNTIL RAY FIRED HIM THE FOLLOWING NOV. 32, FOREMAN REPLACED
HANES AND RAY FIRED HIM THE BAY AFTER THE GUILTY PLEA WAS MADE IN
EXCHANGE FOR A 99-YEAR SENTENCE.

PICKUP 5TH PGH: RAY SAID HE

UPI 10-25 08343 PED
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" ADD RAY, MEMPHIS (UP-121) : ‘ E

JAMES EARL’ RAY LATER TESTIFIED ME SIGNED OVER TO HIS FIRST DLFINSE
LAWYER 40 PER CENT OF ANY MONEY HE MIGHT GET FROM BOOKS BUT LATER
BECAME “SUSPICIOUS™ ABOUT MUIE., : :

JAMES LEANED FORWARD IN TME WITHESS CRAIR AND SPOKE INTO A
MICROPHONE AS HIS PRESENT ATTORNEY, JAMES LESAR, BEGAN PROBING THE
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN HUIE AND LAWYERS ¥oREMAN AND HANES.
HANES REPRESENTED RAY FRON SMORTLY AFTER NIS JWNE &, 1965, ARREST
UNTIL RAY FIRED HIM THE FOLLOWING NOV. 12, FOREMAN REPLACED NANES AND
ggg,rllx) THE BAY AFTER NE ENTERED RAY'S GUILTY PLEA OM MARCK 10,

[] -
" RAY SAID HE FIRST MET MANES WHEN THE ALABAMA ATTORNEY RESPONDED TO
A LETTER BY COMING TO HIM IN AN ENGLISH PRISON NHILE ME WAS AWAITING
EX TRADI TION. KE SAID HANES CAVE HIM TWO DOCUMENTS -- OME CRANTING
HANES POVER OF ATTORNEY AND THE OTHER GIVING MANES *40 PER CENT OF
ANY REVEMUE ME MIGHT RECEIVE THROUGH THE COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY."

*I ACCEPTED AND SICNED THE BOCUMENTS," RAY SAID.

LESAR ASKED WHEN RAY FIRST HEARD OF HUIE, WHO EVENTUALLY WROTE ON
%Rg:ggngu NE CASE AFTER RAY'S CONVICTION ENTITLED “HE SLEW THE

"1 KAVE NO RECOLLECTION OF EVER HEARING HIS NAME UNTIL I RETURNED
TO THE UNITED STATES," RAY SAID. : :

AFTER HE WAS EXTRABITED AND ARRIVED IN MEMPHIS ON JULY 19, 1968,
RAY SAID HE BEGAN TO BDISTRUST MUIE.’

“I HAD READ A PGOK BY MIM, I THINK IT WAS "THREE LIVES IN
MISSISSIPPI® OR SOMETHING LIKE TWNAT, AND I COT SUSPICIOUS. HIS
TECHNIQUE, IT uggnntggzgzgg ?ﬁku'ﬁﬁggg GET SOMEONE TO INCRIMINATE
THEMSELF AND THEN M ; R

Tﬁ: BOOK WAS ABOUT THE TRIAL OF THE MEN ACCUSED OF KILLING THREE
YOUNG CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS AT PRILADELPHIA, MISS.

UPI 10-25 06314 PED
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RAY 307

CINCINNATI (UPI)--THE &TH U,S RCUIT COURT QF AFPEALS MONDAY

. C}
UPHELTD THE KRIGHT OF ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY TO EXAMINE MUCH OF
JHE EVI IOENCE COLLECTED BY THE STATE IN CONMECTION WITH THE MURDER OF
P, MARTIN LUTHER XKING JR, ’

THE RULING, WHICH UPHELD AN EARLIER CORDER FROM W.8. DISTRICT CGURT
JUDGE ROBERT MO RmL JR., DISMIS Fﬁ ”iﬁ¢ﬁ¢ BY’ A’TGQNLYS FOR THE §TATE
OF TEMNESSEE THAT THE MATERIALS TC BE EXAM INED ARE NOT RELEVANT TO A

HEARING ¥OR RAY SCHEQNr i 7O BEGZ” BEFORE MCRAE ON OCT. 22. THE

HEARING IS TO DETERMINE WHETHER RAY WAS COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY

WOTHE thh MURDER, A% HE CLAIMS, AND WHETHER HE I8 ENTITLED TG A ﬂ?ﬁ
THL Al o '

. ot 15 ARE GF THE QPINION THAT THE 841D DISCOVERY ORDER LESSEED BY
"%RAE} WERE WELL WIiTHIN THE EXERCISE OF THE SOUND DIsc 2_‘1{»\1 OF THE ]
DISTRICT COURT sggw,“ THE APPEALS COURT SAID IN 1ITS BRIEF RULING. (
KSSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GEMERAL HENRY HALLE OF NASHVII LLE, SA&ID :
THE BULING WILL BE rPPEAL D TO THE U.5. 8u ‘ME COURET. HE ALSO SAID
THE LIRLUL! COURT WILL BE ASKED TO $TAY 178 ORDER MTIL A SUPREME
COURT APPEAL CAN BE PREPARED,
IF SUCH A QIA\ is GRAMTED, IT LIXKELY WiLl DELAY THE SCHE?ULiD
ﬁhRRENu. ’ ’ L
AWYFRS BERNARD FENSTERWALD END JAMES LEGAR OF WASHINGTON A AND
ROBIRT LIVINGSTON OF MEMPHIS CONTENDED ACCESS 7O THE EVIDENCE WaAS
NECESSARY IN ORDBER FOR THLM 16 ADEQUATELY PRESENT RAY'S ¢IDE QF THE
DISPY TE. e
LAWYERS FOR THE STATEH CONTENDED TEE éTIQRNLYg !?K‘KA? _thﬁ v
ATTEMP TING TO SIFT THROUGH THE MONKYAI OF EVIDENCE IN THE FOrE OF |
FINDING SOMETHING THAT WOULD ALD THEIR CLIFNT. i
1 " pUPLICATE TO B WIRE POINTS 8
WPI 18-07 1i:53% WEE G
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RAY & -2

MEMP YIS, TENN, (UP1) == JAMES EARL-RAY THOUGHT ME WOULD BECOME ¢ -
“THE CHAMPION OF THE WHITE RACE® AND *THE MOST POPULAR MAN IN
AMERICA® FOR KILLING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., HIS FORMER ATTORNEY |

~WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THURSDAY,

THY MEMPYIS PRESS-SCIMITAR, IN A COPYRIGHTED STORY, SAID IT HAD
OPTAINED A COPY OF p DFPOSITION ATTORNEY PERCY FORFMAN GAVE ASSISTANT |
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE EARLIER THIS YFAR IN WHICH FOREMAN I
SALID RAY NEVER CLAIMED HE WAS INNOCEWT,

FOREMAN ALSO SAID RAY HAD TOLD HIM HE DELIRERATELY LEFT THE MURDER
WEAFON COVERED WITH HIS FINGERPRINTS,

RAY, SERVING A 59=YEAR SENTENCE FOR THE APRIL 4, 1968,
ASSASSINATION OF KING, IS TO REECEIVE A FEDERAL COURT HEARING OCT, 22
I HIS RPID FOR A NEW TRIAL THE PRFSS*SCIMITPR SAID THE DEPOSITION
WILL BE INTRCJUCED AT THE HEARING, ‘

RAY FIRED FOREMAN SHORTLY AFTER HE WAq CONVICTED ON MARCH 10,
1563, AT THE SAME TIME, RAY ALSC REPUDIATED HIS GUILTY PLEA,

THE DEPOSITIONM, WHICH THE NEWSPAPER'SAID IT OBTAINED FROM ONE OF
RAY'S CURRENT LAWYERS, CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGEY

FOREMAN: "THE OTHER THING THAT HE (RAY) HAD A MISAPPREHENSION
ABOUT WAS THAT WE COULD, SINCE (RICHARD) NIXON AND (GFORGE) WALLACE
HAD RECEIVD 70 PER CFNT OF THE SHELBY-COUNTY VOTE (IN 1968), THAT A
JURY SHOULD BE EXPECTED TO BE 70 PERCENT IN HIS FAVOR RECAUSE HE
EQQATVD ZVERY VOTE THEY GOT (AS BEINE) ANTI-BLACK."

HAILEs "IN OTHER WORDS, IS IT FAIR-TO SAY HE THOUGHT EVERWBODY WHO
VOTED FOR NIXON AND WALLACE IN SHELBY Fﬂ"&TY WAS IN FAVOR OF HAVING .

SHORTHAND RENDITION. HE THOUGHT FVERY%QB? WAS LIKE HI™, THAT ISN'T
(NIGUAL FOR PFEOPLE, ME THOUGHT EVERYRODY THOUGHT LIKE HE THOUGHT, AND
HE 1FOUCPT THE KILLING OF MARTIN L LUTHER KING WQULD MAKE HIM THE
CHAYPION OF THE WHITE RACE, THAT VE WOHLW RPE THE MOST PQPULAR MAN IN

AMERICA, B e e e e = e

R
FOREMANS "WELL, THWAT WOULD BE HNFA?% ‘FUT IT IS SORT OF A E
;
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WAL WAS A RACIST--HE IS A RACISTAND HAD BEEN ONE ALL OF HIS LIFE,
HE COULD NOT THINK OF ANYBODY NOT BEING A RACIST IF THEY WERE WHITE." |
HAILEs "DID HE EVER PROTEST HIS INNOCENCE TO YOUP*™ ‘,

_ FOREMANs "HE NEVER EVEN INTIMATED TMAT KE EXPECTED ANYBODY TO |

BELIEVE 'HE WAS INNOCENT. THAT (PLEADING GUILTY) WOULDN'T BE MY ADVICE |
|

NOW CONSIDERING THE SUPREME COURT OUM?ING THE DEATH PENALTY. IT

P (THE PLEA) WAS TO SAVE A MAN'S LIFE.®--
[ RAY NOW CONTENDS FOREMAN AND ATTORNEY ARTHUR HANES SR. OF

. BIRMINGHAM, ALA., COERCED NIN INTO PLENDING GUILTY BECAUSE OF 4 1,
y . FINANCIAL BEAL WiTH ALABAMA AUTHOR WITLIAM BRADFORD HUIE. FORENAN AND

' HANES WERE TO RECEIVE THEIR LEGAL FEES FROM ROYALTIES FROM HUIE'S b
BOOK ABOUT THE KING ASSASSINATION EARNED, .
FOREMAN WAS ASKED SPECIFICALLY, THE“NEWSPAPER SAID, IF HE COERCED |
RAY INTO PLEADING GUILTY BECAUSE OF THE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMINT, HE .,
" DENIED THE ASSERTION, SAYING HE DID NOTNEED THE MONEY AND ENTERED |
INTO A CONTRACT WITH HUIE ONLY AT RAY*S URGING. !
"®1 AM WORTH AT LEAST $4.5 MILLION’WITH LIABILITIES OF
APPROX IMATELY .$140,000,* THE PAPER QUOTED FOREMAN AS SAYING, !
"""ON THE MORNING RA¥ ENTERED WIS GUTLYY PLEA, THE DEPOSITION SAID, |
THE ACCUSED ASSASSIN HAD SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR HIS ATTORNEY, l
1 FOREMAM: "ONE THING HE WANTED, THE VERY MORNING OF THE TRIAL !
"NOTWITHSTANDING THE PLEA oF GUILYY, W% WANTED ME TO PROVE, HE DION'T \
|
|

| SAY HOW, BUT HE VANTED ME TO PROVE WOM-INEFFICIENT THE FBL WAS
| BECAUSE THEY ONLY FOUND ONE OR_TWG FINGERPRINTS ON THE RIFLE BARREL,
|/ NONE ON THE SCOPE, AND ONE SOMEWNERE BASE, | ‘
" UWHE SAID, 'MR. FOREMAN, THERE WASN®T AN INCK OF THAT GUN THAT

' DIPN'T HAVE MY FINGERPRINTS ON IT. TWE¥ €COULDN'T HAVE BEEN ERASED AND
. 1 WRAPPED IT CAREFULLY 10 KEEP THEM FROW BEING ERASED, '*

JANES LESAR OF VASHINCTON, ONE OF:@AY 'S CURRINT ATTORNEYS WHO ..

. PARTIGIPATED IN THE TAKING OF THE DEM -mt.sgﬁ ASKED FOREMAN WHY RAY |
wou -

LD INTENTIONALLY PLACE MIS FINGERERINTS ON THE RIFLE. -
ov”-nfoga‘mnm_ WHE TOLD NE WHY, HE VANYED THE BOYS BACK AT JEFFERSON s.
7y, M0., CVHERE WE HAD ESCAPED FAGN:PRISON) TO KNOW THAT HE HAD
SERet 1T, HE DIDN'T WANT TO BE CAUCHTS:BUT HE WANTED CREDIT. WE
. “THQUGHT HE WOULD BE TME HERO OF THE WAFYEZ SEGMENT OF AMERICA. |

4 upy 08-29 09152 PED e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






0-20 (Rev. 1-30-74)
‘ . Assoc. Dir. _____
Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv. ___
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs Q
Files & Com.
" Gen. Invi<l)
Ident.

JNEFP

Inspection

P ”/[",ﬁ;\ M”\I LA :.n; :llru tory

Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.
/Iﬁ Training

Legal Coun.

Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec'y

056A )
RAY 8-24

MEMPHIS, TENN, (UPI) -- A STATE ATTORNEY SAID FRIDAY HE WILL Q{
APPEAL A COURT RULING GIVING DEFENSE ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY, \
CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., PERMISSION TO LOOK AT}
W IDENCE FROM THE 1568 SLAYING. :

U, S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE ROBERT M., MCRAE JR. APPROVED THE
DEFENSE'S REQUEST FOR EVIDENCE -- WHICH INCLUDED A FLOPHOUSE
VINDOWSILL -- EARLIER THIS WEEK DESPITE THE PROSECUTION'S CLAIMS SUCH
RELEASE OF EVIDENCE WOULDP ENCOURAGE RAY TO PERJURE HIMSELF.

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY MAILE SAID HE WOULD APPEAL
HE DECISION TO THE U, S. 6TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS.

THE APPELLATE COURT EARLIER GRANTED THE HEARINGS FOR RAY, WHO NOW
IS SERVING 99 YEARS AT THE STATE PRISON AT NASHVILLE, RAY CLAIMS HE
WAS LURED INTO THE GUILTY PLEA MARCH 10, 1965,

MCRAE SET THE HEARING, WHICH COULD LEAD TO A NEV TRIAL FOR THE
§1967 MISSOURI STATE PRIS&Q ESCAPEE, FOR OCT. 22. RAY IS SLATED TO
TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS AT THE TWO-WEEK HEARING ALONG WITH A
STRING OF DENFES WITNESSES.

HAILE SAID IN NASHVILLE FRIDAY THAT MCRAE'S APPROVAL OF RELEASE OF/
THE EVIDENCE FROM THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS

wRI DICULOUS, " _

RAY HAS ACCUSED HIS FORMER BEFENSE ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN OF
HOUSTON, TEX,, AND ARTHUR HANES SR., OF BIRMINGHAM, OF LETTING THEIR
FINANCIAL INTERESTS IN TWO BOOKS ON THE XKING SLAYING INTERFERE WITH

THEIR PROPER REPRESENTATION OF HIM BEFORE HIS GUILTY PLEA.

ROBERT 1. LIVINGSTON OF MEMPHIS, RAY'S PRESENT LAWYER, SAID FRIDAY
HE WAS PLAGUED BY FREAKY TELEPHONE CALLS AND BELIEVED MIS HOME AND
OFFICE TELEPHONES WERE BEING TAFPED BY EITHER THE STATE OF TENNESSEEZ

(R THE FEDERAL COVERNMINT. f
I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S THE STATE OF TENNESSEE OR THE FEDERAL |

@VERNMENT," LIVINGSTON SAID, ®BUT THEY'RE JUST TRYING TO FIND ouT
WHO I'M TALKING TO AND WHAT I'M FINDING OUT."
I 08-24 05358 AED
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RAY T-4 j Mr. McD h
BY ANITA MARIE LAPHAM cbonough

(TA

d veopuls, TENN, (UP1)--TELEVISED TESTIYONY MAY BE INTRODUCED INTO
SPECTAL EVIDENTIARY WEARING FOR JAMES EARL RAY, ACCORDING TO ONE OF
SHE ATTORNEYS FOR THE CONFFSSED ASSASSIN OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING

JR,

U, §, DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE JR, WAS RULED THAT WITNESSES WHO

LIVE MORE THAM 10C MILES FROM MEMFYIS MAY MOT BE FORCFD TO TESTIFY AT

THE STILL-U'NSCHEDULED HEARING, THEREFORY,

O

NLD-FASHIONED WRITTEN PAGE," ROBERT LIVINGSTON SA

ATTORNEYS MAY HAVE TO RELY

NTPOSITIONS AND ARE CONSIDERING TUE U'SE OF VIDEQ TAPES.

»y%. WOULD RATHER HAVE THE TELEVISED NEPOSITION THAN THE
ID WEDNESDAY. "YOU

CAN SEE THE MANNER AND DEMEANOR OF TUE WITHESS, OBSERVE HIS OVERALL

WEMPHIS LAWYER SAID,

WERT ON APRIL 4, 1968, A
‘7vE TESTIMONY OF

HANES SR. OF BIRMINGHA
PIRVINGHAM A

A PPTARANCE AND ATTITUDE AND TELL IF HE'S INTERESTED IN THE CASE.

“THAT OLD, COLD WRITTEN PAGF CAN'T REALLY TELL Yot MucH,* THE

70 DETERMINE WHETHER RAY WAS, AS WE CLAIMS, COERCED
70 THE SNIPER SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER
TTORNEYS FOR THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN CONTEND
ATTORNEYS PERCY FOREMAN OF HOUSTON, TEX., AND ARTHUR
M. ALA., AND AUTHORS WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE OF
ND GERALD FRANK OF NEW YORK 1S VITAL TO THEIR CASE.

ZAY'S ATTORNEYS CLATM HANES AND WITE WORKED TOGETHER TO GET
FR* AND THAT FOREMAN o

THE HEARING IS

STATFMINTS FOR HUIE'S BOOK “HE SLEV THE DREAM .
ALSO HAD A FINANCIAL INTEREST IN THE BOOK, THE ATTORNEYS ALSO CONTEND

RANK'S o FRICAN DEATH" LIBELED RAY . _
FRANK'€ BOOK “AN AMERICA T VITNESSES WHO LIVE

MO RE THAN 100 MILES FROM ™
" THE NEARING, BUT LIVINGSTON
APPEAR VOLUNTARILY,

¥SE OF VIDEO TAPED DEPOSITIONS IN ¥

mCRAE RULED. AT A PRE=-HEARING CONFERENCE THA
o 10 EMPHIS CANNOGT BE SUBPOENAED TO APPEAR AT L 2

sAYS HE IS HOPEFUL THE WITNESSES UI‘LL,_

MCRAE IS THE FIRST FEDERAL JUDGE IN WEST TENNESSEE TC ALLOW THE
18§ COURTROOM, THE FI RST SUCH %
4

PRESENTATION WAS MADE EARLIER THIS WEEK,

e

DUPLICATE TO B WIRE POINTS
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i REACTION &- 3
; WITH RAY ‘ '
NASHVI LLE, TEWN, (UPI) =- LNSHAVEN JAMES EARL RAY, SITTING IN A J

CLUTTERED F‘RISON CELL, SAID MONDAY HE WOULD PROBABLY TESTIFY FOR
“THREE OR FOUR DAYS" AT A HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE WILL
?gCEIVE A NEW TRIAL IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING

“I'M GOING TQ TAKE THE STAND,™ RAY TOLD NASHVILLE BANNER REPORTER
LARRY BRINTON, "I'LL PROBABLY TLSTIFY THREE OR FOUR PAYS, BUT I DON'T
PARTICULARLY WANT TO,"

BRIN'I@N WHO INTERVIEWEDP RAY THROUGH THE HEAVY BARS OF HIS MAXIMUM
SECURITY CELL AT THE TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARY, SAID RAY WAS
WEARING A SWEATSHIRT, PRISON TRQUSERS AND WAS STANDING ON THE
CONCRETE FLOOR IN HIS STOCKING FEET,
~ BAY ACCEPTED ALMOST STOICALLY HIS CLEARANCE BY THE U,S. SUPREME

gg%gg TO SEEX WITHDRAWAL OF MIS GUILTY PLEA IN THE 1568 4
SNIPER-SLAYING OF KING. , .

e
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