KEAD INTO evidence was a letter Ray wrote four”
.days after the guilty plea, to Senate Judiciary Commit- .
tee Chairman James O. Eastland, D-Miss., .saying, “I
personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I am
.partly responsible for his death.”

Asked what he meant, Ray replied, “I assumed you-
could be involved in some kind of crime and not have
knowledge of it. I had no direct knowledge.”’

Ray was asked whether he assumed that a rifle,
‘identified asthe murder weapon and bearing his
fingerprints, was used to kill King. ' o

_ “I DIDN'T MAKE NO strong assumptions in that
area,”” he replied. .

He did not say what his responsibility had been, but
added that “the man who made the rifle may have
been responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that Ray has given to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has been couched in
such cautious language. : :

Before being sentenced in King's death, Ray had
served three prison terms and was in the midst of a
fourth when he escaped from prison about a year be- -
fore King’s death

Ray’s involvement in the assassination—which set
off riots in black sections of many cities—is being piec-
ed together indirectly. ;

RAY TESTIFIED yesterday that he left Califorfiiass
in March 1968 to’ go to New Orleans. He had been in
California for several months, taking dancing lessons,
going to bartender school, and having his nose bobbed.

He said he wanted his features altered so that he
could get a merchant seaman’s license. He said he
knew that the FBI would be circulating a photograph
of him, and he did not want to resembile it.

He said that when he got to New Orleans, “I stopped
there for maybe an hour or so. Then I left New Orleans.
I had to go to Birmingham. I was supposed to meet a
party in New Orleans but he had gone on to
Birmingham.” L.

Ray has contended that the ‘“party” he met in Bir-
mingham was a “blond Latin” named Raoul whom he
had met the 'year before in Canada and who had per-
suaded him to smuggle items from Canada into the

~MaiszdStates. ) —

[
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By MARTIN WALDRON 3‘ L :

Special to The New York Times

wdid not assassinate the Rever-

'ﬁ,é‘nd Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

#Ahat he was more than a mile
‘#away at the time of the murder
@and that he had witnesses to
Iprove it.
® Mr, Ray has not yet finished
i giving his account of his in-
Ivolvement in the murder of the
“¢ivil rights leader on April 4,
1968, in Memphis, but he ad-
mitted involvement today -and
swill be on the witness stand
“answering questions about it
~again tomorrow.
i He said that his involvement
j}had been peripheral.
£« personally did not shoot
{Dr. King, but I believe I may be
.Bartly responsible for his
ideath,” the 47-year-old convict
Hestified.
£* Mr. Ray is seeking 2 full-
igcale trial in the murder. He
ipleaded guilty in March, 1969,
‘and was sentenced to 99 years’
in prison after a one-hour court
goceeding. ‘

‘ He said on the witness stand
today that he had pleaded.
guilty because he thought his,
attorney, Percy Foreman of
Fouston, might “fake” a de-’
fense if he insisted on a trial
and that he might end up be-
ing sentenced to the electric
chair.

He said that Mr. Foreman
had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty.

Mr. Ray’s acknowledgement
that he may have been “partly;
, responsible” for Dr. King’skI
death, came, he said, in & letter

(3
he wrote to Senator James. Q.4

|
 Bastiand of Mississippi _ﬂve\Q

| years ago agreeing ipo (oogperg(}xel(,
J

" | with, osed
| of DF. King S murder. ="

‘Ray Contends He Was Miles From Mu?

~ MEMPHIS, Oct. 29—James”
zar] Ray testified today that he .

. Assoc. Dir. ______
. Dep. AD .

Dep. AD(Ip#"

Asst. Dir.

Ext. Affairs
iles & Com.
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Inspection
Intell. _ Q
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __

J Mo \}%’?! e

/ Legal Coun.

Telephone Rm.

Director Sec'y —

Previous Jail Record

One of his attorneys, James
Lesar of Washington, asked if ) \/
by that he meant that he had ) 3>
assumed -that the 30!06-caliber /M 7
rifle found near the secene of;
the amhush had been used in
the murder.

“T didn’t make no strong as-
sumptions in that area,” Mr.
Ray testified. He did not say
what his responsibility had
been, but added, “The man who
made the rifle may have been
responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that he
has given to Federal District
Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has|.

Heen couched in such cautious
i giiguage.
Before being sentenced in Dr.

'%pg’s death, Mr. Ray had

-

-

#erved three prison terms and
#%as in the midst of a fourth

éwhen he escaped from prison The Washington Post
about a year before Dr. King’s Washington Star-News
) assassination. ' :

Mr. Ray’s involvement in the Daily News (New York)

murder, which 'set off riots in The New York Times

§
5
i #lack sections of cities in the
E'nited States, is being pieced; The Wall Street Journal
k gether indirectly. The National Observer
 ”" Mr. Ray said in his testimony The Los An :
; A Sty geles Times
itodw;g_a;ye left California in

Harch, 1968, to go to New Or-

lea}r;:. said t};at, when he got to} . Date ﬂ PT 3 0 1974

New Orleans, “I stopped there
for maybe an hour or so. Then I
left New Orleans. I had to go
to Birmingham. I was supposed
to meet a party in New Orleans} \

but he had gone to Birming:
ham.” ‘

The ‘Party’ in Birmingham

Mr. Ray has contended. that:
the “party” he met in Birming
nam  was a “blond Latin’
named Raoul whom he Jhad. et
the year before in Canada and
who had . persuaded him: to

amiggle {tems ffom Canadaintol
the UnfmeTtess
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He h jd t aul kept
&im‘*’?ﬁ%% witi money for

‘more than a year. '

 In questioning by his attor-
neys this morning, Mr. Ray said
that he had been shown “10 or
12 pictures” of “Latin-appear-
ing” individuals while he was
'awaitjng trial in 1968.

One of these photographs, he
said, was of a man who had
been arrested in Dallas for
questioning on the day that
President Kennedy was assassi-|
nated there in 1963. '

“I was asked if I would iden-
tify the man if he was brought
to Memphis,” Mr. Ray said. “I
'said no, although he did look
isimilar to the party I was in-
'volved with.”

The man arrested in Dallas
was not charged, and his name
was not mentioned in the
courtroom today. He was iden-
tified as “an anti-Communist
Cuban.” |

In addition to outlining some
'of the events in which he was
involved leading up fto the
assassination, Mr. Ray dropped
hints about the group of people
he is now ready ‘to ‘contend
“framed” him.

. He indicated on two occa-

isions that the slaying of Dr.
King might be traced to Loui-
siana, =T e=2E=T

* The first time he_ indicated

this-was when he was being
iexamined’ by Mr. Lesar. Mr.
Ray said that the investigation
ifor his defense in 1968 was in-
competent. “No one went to

Los Angeles or to New Orleans,}
where I think much of the evi-}

dence lies,” he said.

This afternoon, while being|

‘questioned by the assistant
Memphis _ prosecutor, Henry
Hile, Mr. Ray said that in the
summer of 1968 he tried to get!
$1,250 from Willlam Bradford
Huie, the author, to hire a se-
cret special investigator.. He
said that he and his brother,
Jerry W. Ray, ‘“wanted to get
this money to hire a private in-
vestigator to go to Louisiana.”
Mr. Hule was “writing about
James Earl Ray’s involvément
in the case. R
One of Mr. Fay’s former law-]
yers, Arthur ‘Hanes of Birming-
ham, told reporters -several
years ago that Mr. Ray would
never discu§s. Louisiand® with

Ray ‘would:

[ A—California - 50! g%g"g%,
Charles . Stein, whoxero e witl
Mr. Ray from Los Angeles to
New Orleans " in December,
1967, told reporters that Mr.
Ray was in love with a New Or
Jzans woman. -

“Evidence Held Nonexistent
Mr. Ray said -this afternoon
that one widely publicized
piece of ‘“evidence” against him
did not exist. his, he said, was
the marked map found in the
Atlanta rooming house where
Mr. Ray had lived for a couple
of weeks. before the.assassing-|
tion. ‘
. The state of Tennessee and
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation have said that the map
‘had Dr; King's home and his of-
fices-encircled. nEon
Mr. Ray sdid that two streéts
on the map had been circled:
One was the street wkﬁere t}ée{
rooming  house was, he said,
Airae=Gther , wis-PEaChtree
Street, Atlanta’s main thor-.
oughfare, eeriree? gupeide=r®
| Mr. 'Ray said that after he;
iwent to Birmingham the week:
‘pefore the assassination, he
bought a rifle. He said he told
his attorneys in 1968 and early
11969 that he had bought the
Irifle “but that it wasn't with
‘my money.”
| 'He said he returned the first
rifle because “I understand the
first one was the wrong -type
‘and I had to take it back and
get another.” He said he-did not
examine either rifle, nor did he:
try to load or fire them. |
Mr. Ray was beginning an ac-
count of his activities in Mem-
phis when the judge adjourned
court for, the day. He said that
after he had arrived here, he
rented a room across the street
from the motel where Dr. King
was staying. L
“Me and another party.dis-
[cussed this the previous éven-
iing,” Mr. Ray said. “At - that
time, 1 didn’t have a weapon.’~
He said he had-been qdppqud
to drive to a Main Street flop-

Brizmras | the -a
April-4, 1968,; about
before Dr. King'w

He said ‘on that ‘samer@fier
noon he was sent to buy. 1
frared” ‘telescape; tHaty
couldn’t find one &
pair of binoculars -instéady
binoculars were found S,
rifle wrapped in a bedgptead,

house to rent a room, but that
he got lost and patked his ‘car
in a lot a mile or more fror the

\hoqs_g._.__‘_ﬁl,ﬂalked up there and

ren

Toom,” he sal@FveeT

a’ sidpawallinitsigus p:
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James Earl Ray, right, being taken to court yesterday in Memphis by Feﬁfr&‘l narsh:
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MURKRIN

vile From Scene,
Ray Tells Court

New York Times News Service

MEMPHIS — James Earl Ray has testified that he
did not kill Martin Luther King Jr., that he was more
than a mile away at the time of the murder and that he
had witnesses to prove it.

Ray has not finished his account of his involvement
in the murder of the civil rights-leader here April 4,
1968, but he admitted involvement yesterday and was

to'be on the witness stand answering questions about it ;

again today.

He said his involvement had been peripheral.

*I personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I
may be partly resporisible for his death,” Ray, who is
47, testified. . v

RAY SEEKS a full-scale trial. He pleaded guilty in
March 1969 and was-sentenced t0.99 years in prison °
after a one-hour court proceeding. ' '

He said on the witness stand yesterday that he had
pleaded guilty because he thought his attorney, Percy
Foreman of Houston, might “fake” a defense if he
insisted on a trial, and that he might end up being sen-
tenced to the electric chair.

He said that Foreman had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty, and didn’t seem to have time to sit
down with him and discuss the case.

Foreman estimated there was a 99 percent chance he
would get the death penalty if he went to trial, Ray
said.

“I TOLD HIM I thought that was ridiculous, that the
state would rely on circumstantial evidence and the
most they could convict me of, if they convicted me,
was aiding and abetting,” Ray said, according to the
Associated Press.

Ray’s attorneys claim he was a dupe of a conspiracy
by others to kill King.

Ray later testified that he had rented a room across
the street from a motel where King was slain thinking
there would be ‘‘some kind of meeting between me and
another party up there,” AP reported.

Ray also said he had witnesses who could verify his
whereabouts about 11 minutes before King was assas-
sinated, but had kept the information to himself for
fear the FBI would find out and harass them.

WHEN RAY was asHed if his first attorney, Arthur
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., ever asked him if he
was guilty of the murder, he replied: - :

““I just told him no.”’ . :

He said that Foreman, who took over the case from
Hanes, never atked him directly. “But some time in

‘the early part of February (1969) he asked me to write

out everything I did when I escaped from the Missourt ;
State Penitentiary until 1 was arrested,” Ray said. .

“I just assumed he read from. that that 1 wasn’t in N
thafﬁag_,-’qlar- area (the slaying scene) afiT wasn't - |
ty_" S T B
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READ Il—‘ﬁ‘(; evidence was a letter Ray wrote, four '
days after the guilty plea, to Senate Judiciary Co it- !

tee Chairman James O. Eastland, D-Miss., saying] “‘I
persopally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe Ijam
partly responsible for his death.”

could be involved in some kind of crime and not have
knowledge of it. I had no direct knowledge.”

Ray was asked whether he assumed that a rifle,
identified asthe murder weapon and bearing his
fingerprints, was used to kill King. :

«J DIDN'T MAKE NO strong assumptions in that
area,” hereplied. : »

He did not say what his responsibility had been, but
added that “the man who made the rifle may have
been responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that Ray has given to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has been couched in
such cautious language. : : :

Before being sentenced in King’s death, Ray had
served three prison terms and was in the midsf of a
fourth When he escaped from prison about a y be-
fore Kihg's death .

Ray’4 involvement in the assassination—whi¢h set
off riot3 in black sections of many cities—is being'piec-
ed together indirectly.

in March 1968 fo go to New Orleans. He had been-in.

California for several months, taking dancing lessons,
going to bartender school, and having his nose bobbed. '

He said he wanted his features altered so that he
could get a merchant seaman’s license. He said he
knew that the FBI would be circulating a photograph
of him, and he did not want to resemble it.

Asj,ed what he meant, Ray replied, I assumed you -

IED yesterday that he left Cﬂiforﬂia%

He said that when he got to New Orleans, ‘I stoppéd :

there for maybe an hour or so. Then I left New Orleans.
1 had to go to Birmingham. 1 was supposed to meet a
party in New Orleans but he had gone on

. Birkingham.”

J
|

Ray has contended that the “party’’ he met in Bip- |

minkham was a “blond Latin”’ named Raoul whom he |

-hadZmet the year before in Canada and who l3ad per-
suaded him to smuggle items from Canada into the
. United States.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

j

)



By Paul W. Valentine .
Washington Post Statf Writer

'MEMPHIS, Oct. 30—A law-
ver for James Earl Ray testi-|
fied today that his chent was
’ standmg outside, theé rooming
house when' the shot that
killed Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was fired from inside:
The statement by Arthur,
Hanes. SIL\ marked the first
time that Ray's location at the
moment of the murder, 6:01
P.m. on April 4, 1968, has been!
pinpointed in court testimony.
Up to now Ray has refused
to say where he was or what
he was doing. He has sug:
gested only that he was unwit
tingly. inv@lved with a grbup}
of men wijo came to Memphls
in early April, 1968, and that;
someone eise. fired the shot
that "killed the c1V11 rlghts
leader as he stood on ‘the bal
cony of the Lo;qr,ame Motel, to
the rear of the rooming house..
Hanes, who was mayor of
Birmingham, ‘Ala., during the;
Dolice-black clashes of the
civil rights movement there
in the ‘early 1960s and was,
Ray’s lawyer.in 1968, detailed
Ray’s movements . in and

King murder.

But the testimony shed'’ httle
light on t 1dent1ty of the
trigger ma

Unidentified co lleagues

422% South Main St., Memphis
[address of the rooming house]
tand be there at '3 p.m. on
the 4th of Apkil,” Hanes sald
Ray told him. .

There, at abouf 5:20,p.m.,
his ‘eontact” suggested that
Ray “go down and have a
beer” in an- adJacent bar,
Hanes said he was told. -
““Ray said he had a beer or
two and that he then went
out and was standing in front
of the rooming house on the
street when ’
fired,” Hanes testifi
Moments latef, Ray noticed
on the sidewalkla bundle con-
taining a rifle he had pur-
chased, Hanes,said Ray -told
him. “He knew he was in trouJ

ble and he fled.”

around - Memphis before the|

“gave him " note to g0 to|

Hanes salti “Ray 1dent 1f""d“

his " as “Raoul,” af
sha wy figure who fre-:
quently been (ﬂte%]‘j@e past.
by Ray’s attorneys as a pos+
sible participant in a coh-"
spiracy to kill King,

i Hanes’ testlmony came m
theurtsxﬁth dayi of a fedei'alj
ICO e g into ¢laiwy by
Ray & ‘/ahe was zoéreed ‘into
’plea&ing guilty - to the ngg
lmurder

e i 5 2 )

'Pale and thin, Ray gazed
at the floor dﬁring Hanes’
testimony, rarely looking up
as Hanes described Ray’s ac-
tions in a low, even voice.

While jRay has steadfastly
refused;to talk about the cru-
cial ngents his current at-
torneys have said privately
that Ray ‘was elsewhere in the
city and has an alibi witness
1 to prove it. The attorneys, Ber-
nard Fensterwald and James
Lesar of Washington, have not

identified the witness. )
i - Hanes’ testimony-today was

- Ay

tangential to the, purpbse of

the court hearing bei;ore U.S.

District Court. Judge Robert

McCrae~—to defermine if. Ray|

was given ineffective assis-

tance by his earlier lawyers
and was coerced into pleading
guilty. .

tend that Hanes and later at-
torney” Percy Foreman subor-
dinated  Ray’s’ legal interest
to financial prof1ts they hoped
to split with writer William
Bradford Huie. They .had con-

_tracted with Huie for exclu-

Wasd. Pt

10319y
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‘neys say..
Fensterwald- and Lesar com|.

sive access to’ detaxls of the
murder. TS

for Huie, Ray’s present‘ $tor

Both Hanes and hi 1
Arthur-Hanes Jr., testlﬁed{to-
day that they made a fullying
vestigation of the case; and
were prepared to:'go to. tr1a1
in November, 1968, when Ray
suddenly flred them and ‘hired

Foreman. T
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| MEMPHIS, Oct. 29—James|

;being with a group of.menhe
Ibelieves responsible for assas-
'sinating Dr. Martin Luther
‘King Jr. here in 1968—but he
_steadfastly denied being the
“actual shooter.” : z“'.
¢ In a federal court hearing in
_which Ray, 46, is seeking to
overturn hif 1969 guilty ylea
to King’s murder, Ray fdr the
|#irst time described details of
tevents leading ‘to the shooting
iat 6:01 p.m. April 4, 1968, as)
"the civil rights ieader stood on:
ithe balcony of the Lorrainel
‘Motel here. N k
But Ray would: notl say.\l
where he was or what he was:
‘doing at the moment the shot|
‘was fired, reportedly from the
'window of a flophouse adja-
icent to the motel. - =~ 7
i «I told Arthur Hanes (one of
Ray’s former attorneys) the‘!
truth on' everything except
what I left out . . . I told him
.everywhere I'd been'up to 10
‘minutes of 6 that evening,”
Ray testified. ' R
" He -acknowledged renting- a
roormn in the. flophouse and
{purchasing the - rifle found
abahdoned nearby -just “after
the shooting and later identi-
fied as the murder weapon.
When Tennessee Assistant
Attorney General Henry Haile
jpressed for.details, Ray’s at-
| torneys protested, asking for a
| private bench conference with
11.S. District Court Judge Rob-
ert M. McRae. After a brief
consultation, McRae ruled
that Ray could continue testi-
| fying about details he had dis-
Y cussed with his previous attor-
1 neys in preparing his defense

but not_about matters he had
refused to_diseuss with them. .
24,

Events Before
Assassination

By Paul W. Valentine : il
Washington Post Staff Writer _, = . et

.Earl Ray today acknowledged|.

e~

T

——— e e it )

'
t.
[ A i

" The ruling came in the con-
texTOr KAy s attemgts=tosiiow!
that his previous attorneys,
Hanes and Percy Forem_an,'.
coerced him, into pleading,
guilty. C

Ray’s current ‘attorneys con-i
tend Foreman pushed for a
guilty plea to avoid a frial sol
that he could share royalties;
| from books ahd' magazine arti-
cles with writer William Brad-
ford .Huie with whom first,
| Hanes and then Foreman had
agreed to give exclusive de-,
\tails of the murder. o

Ray has contended since the,
day 'he pleaded guilty that.
there was a conspiracy: to kill,
King. FBI, Justice Department;
and local law enforcement of-
ficials. ere is no evidence

e

e

spirae

" Though Tay world gt pec
ify _y‘es’ter‘day‘ where he was at=
the moment King was shot,i
his' Attorneys. have said- pri- |
yately he was'in another patt
of the “city and has an alibi
witness to testify so if' Ray -
win$ a fall-dress trial. They.:
also contend Ray'was unaware .
that the group e was within |
Memphis intended to kill .
King. R o
 The group, based in Louis- |
‘!:lél'na, was engaged primarily 1
in smuggling narcotics, tlie i
attorneys said. -
_ Ray, who appeared relaxed |
although pale and thin, testi- !
fied that in March, 1968, a
month before the' assassina-
tion, he drove 'from Los An-
geles to New Orleans to meet. |
“gnother party” but “he had |
ggWBirm@,..%‘f*xé’ Ray }
did not identify the “party.” |

:

Rav._said_he caught iip with |
the party in Birmingkm%ﬁ?ﬁd
the two of them drove to
Atlanta, where‘Ray rented -a
|room. He denied using a map
Lthat police say they later dis-
covered in the room with the
ilocations of King's home and
‘church circled.

In late March, 1968, Ray
testified, he returned to Birm-
i-ngham,[ bought a rifle and
Brought 'it to Memphis but did:
not take it to .the flophouse |
room. He did not say what he |
did with it and under Judge!
McRae’s ruling state prosecu-:
tors did not press him, .

He testified, however, that |
he did not practice firing
the rifle. and “never even '
tried to load'it.” "
» He said he rented the flop-
house rodm on April 4, 1968,
and left the general area at )

{
i

5:50 p.m., 11 minutes before
the assassindtion. . e

To buttress his conspiracy !
claim, Ray cited a letter he
wrote in March, 1969, to Sen.
‘James O. Eastland (D-Miss) |
who was considering a Sen-
ate investigation.

“I personally, did-not shoat
Dr. King, but I believe I -am
partly Tesponsible ¥ for . Dr.
King’s death,” Ray said.in-the
leter = ’

s mma e T
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“I Believe 1.am paftly Tespon-

involved in a crime and ngt
have any knowledge .of it.. .
You could be involved i

other operation with the pég-
ple in it.” ' L

e - o

- Asked.what he’ me 13 E;r

sible,” Ray' answered,  “You-
know, it’s like you eould be

L

-

The Washington Post __M___

Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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i MEMPHIS—James Earl"
Ray testified Tuesday that
he was a mile away when |
Dr. Martifs “‘ﬁtﬁér King!
was killed 'in 1968 'and V“If
think I have eyewitnesses|
on this."

;Ray' 47, the convicted.
t&sassin of Dr: King, said!
he had not told his attor-.
neys of this alibi,-or of the:
poss1ble w1tnesses be-I
' cause "if the FBI found out
about the witnesses they'
would have harassed|
them."

Ray did.nob eabomte‘
further on the matter.

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert
McRae ruled that what .
Ray told his attorneys was |
relevant in this hearing, =
hut not what he failed to | i
disclose to them.

The hearing is aimed aL i
allowing Ray to withdraw !
his cullty plea and obtain {
‘a new trial on the ground
. that his original attorneys .
neglected his defense and |
pressmed him_into plead-.
ing guilty befauRE—they |
had a financial interest in.
_publications about the}

,g_se that would be dimin- |
. ished by an open trial. The .
. attorneys in question were
Arthur Hanes of Birming-
Jham and Percy Foreman '
;of Houston. Thus, 'the
'Reanng ‘revolves around
. hese ‘matters, and not on.
he facts of the asssssina-
txon.

»‘ ¢ Foreman has saxd he
- Fl« commeuded thdt  Ray
lead guilty becausé he
Skwas convinced he would
‘E‘e, given the dedth penalty
Py a. jury. He was sen-

tenced -to-99s YERTS~ITpri=-
Eﬁg‘a@tei ‘pleadinig guilty.

Pt et
“Ayesday was - Ray's- sec- -

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___
Asst. Dir.:

'Efo' : Murder

e BY \ICHOLAS g CHRISS '
Times Staff Writer i

Léa‘a‘;f’z‘uy"‘#on t]?.&wéb
/’ ‘Asked if he had"always &
{ ol ﬁl 11’3;118 attorneys the’ ¢ Afig‘/

Tut y replied that he ' - g i
did "except for what T left A’ Inspection
‘out." / Intell.

By what he "left out," he | Laboratory
presumably meant his as- Plan. & Eval.
,sertion ‘that he had wit- s i -
nesses, to his alibi that he, pec. nv.
was a mile away-from the’ Training
scene when, Dr. King was- Legal Coun.

killed.

He admitted that he had’
wurchased.in, Birsningham:,
a ,30-06 rifle, the gun found-
outside a flophouse- door
moments after Dr. King
was shot, but that "it
wasn't' my money"™ used to
buy the rifle.

One of Ray's current at-

torneys, James Lesar, eli-
cited testimony that Ray
had received -a letter froni
Foreman, on March 9, the!
day -« bafeues=le pleaded
guilty, rejecting an offer'
by Ray of $15,000 to with-
draw from the case.

Ray said he did not. wanL
1to plead guilty and had
; been telling Foreman that -
‘for some time. He said ' W.-

Preston Bdttle, the judge
at his 1969 trial, told him
that he could not continue
hiring and firing attor-
neys, and that it was time
to get on with the trial.
Thus, Ray said, he could
not fire Foreman, but
asked him to withdraw.

[ =

Ray said Foreman told
‘him he would, take the
t first $150,000 of any mon-
v that was made from’
ooks articles ‘and motion
p1ctures about the assas-
| sination episode, which
. were based on information
from Ray, plus $14,000 in
expenses, and would with-
. draw only if Ray pleaded,
- guilty and did not create a
« scene in the courtroom the

; next day. i b
\ A‘%[gtggg concermng his:
\ ‘deal, which Foreman:
1wrote and which- Ray:

|signed, ‘said in part: "And!

ithis advance,» also; is con-
1,mgent upon\ the plea of
ds eﬁtgm:e &

‘thrrouxvh,_on Mezen® 10,
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.1969 “without any u em-
s},;rrcaﬁﬁct on your part in,
l(.ourt "

b Ray pleaded gmlty and
said, under quesuon 3
hom Battle, that he ui
derstood - what he e
doing. :
Ray said he thought th
:plea would be a’ "techmca].
kplea of guilty to get me out
)of town w:ﬁﬁ"p‘gmtentxa-r
'pv." Then he could retract’
ithe plea, obtain a new at-
/torney and 1e0pen thel
wase; he. said: e
] Two days later, Ray
started writing thefirst; of
'a bateh of letters'repudiat--
ing the .plea, -gued. Fore-
‘man and said "he @ould be,
¢nvolved in some kind: eﬁ
I_%nme and not'be, aware’
5 suggesting he’ ;
du_nfmm—’ con?pw‘a‘c% E.
The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Cbserver

The Los Angeles Times £ZL,_£/0
e ACT 301974
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ﬁmﬁi’ms (APy = Fit-
teen minutes before Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated, the only wit-
ness to place James Earl
Ray near the slaying was so
drunk he couldn’t stand up,
a cabdriver has testified.

~ James McGraw, the cab
driver, gave the testimony
yesterday on the second
day of a federal court hear-
ing on Ray’s efforts to with-
draw his guilty plea to the
King slaying and gain a
new trial for murder.

McGraw said he was call-
ed to a rooming house
across the street from the
motel where King was shot
April 4, 1968, to pick up

Charles Qultman Stephens

and found Stephens d
in 4in upstairs room.

‘HE WAS laying on the
bed and couldn’t get up,’’
McGraw said.

Stephens told officers he
saw Ray running from an
upstairs bathroom in the
rooming house, from where
officers theorize King was
shot.

Earlier yesterday, Ray
was quoted by the doctor
who treated him during his
stay in the Shelby County
jail fas saying he wasn’
alope in the King death.

. McCarthy DeM
sai he asked Ray if he
re involved in the slaymg
Ray prepared to leav
mphis in March 1969
gin serving a 99-year seg-
tence in the state peniten,
jary in Nashville.

““Well, let’s put it this wiy
I wasn't by my_self p?
Mere said Ray replied.

. until he pleaded guilty. *1 h

.ing/statements by witne:
, whttch the fatal shot came.

/1)
MURNIN

Ray Witness Calted
“Feo Drunk to Stand Up’

BECAUSE of the guilty
lea, there never was ahy
estimony on Ray’s guilt jor
nnocence. But a formler
ssistant in the public de-

nder’s office, Hugh Stan- :

ton . Jr., testified - yester-
div he had concluded, “We
dldn’t have much defense}”

ut Stanton said he wis
preparing a defense for Ray

S amazed and astou d-

, € '(; at the plea, Stant n

spite his surprise, ho

ever, Stanton said he con-
sidered as reasonable the
recommendation that Ray
plead guilty. ““I think it was,
an extremely high probabil-
ity that the jury probably
would have given him the
death penalty.”

Stanton, whose father
was pubhc defender after
Ray’s 1968 arrest in Lon-
don, now is district attor-,
ney. He and DeMere testi-'
fied before Judge Robert M.
MdRae Jr. of U.S. Distdict
CO - ’ t

Ekplaining why e
thought Rav’s defense was

weak Stanton cited Ray s .
fingerprints on the murder
apon, Ray’s presencefin
emphis at the time 4nd
the discovery of his over-
night bag at the scene of
shooting.

RAY CLAIMS his private
attorney, Percy Foreman of
Houston, Tex., coerced him
to enter the plea and that
none of his former attor-,
neys developed a support-
able defense for him.

Stanton said that several
documents collected by de-
fense investigators could
have been used in support
of Hay’s innocence, inclu

digbuting the: site fro
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Ray Lays Guilty Ple
T% Greedy Attorney

By Paul W, Valentine
/ Washington Post Staff Writer

. MEMPHIS, Tenn., Oct. 25—
.James Earl Ray took the wit-
|ness stand in his own behalf
{today, claiming his former at-
torneys had been more inter-
ested in book and movie royal
ltles than in defending him in
ithe 1968 assassiriation of eivil
[nghts leader Martin Luther
|King Jr.

Thin, ashen and dressed in a

,rumpled suit, the 46-year-old
iRay told a crowded federal
lcourtroom that attorney Ar-
Ithur Hanes Sr., former mayor
of Birmmgham, Ala, and
|Haness successor, attorney
Percy Foreman of Houston,
:s1gned lucrative contracts with
;:author William Bradford Huie
{for a share of revenues from
lany books, magazine articles
]or films based on details of
the King murder.
! Rays present attorneys
jcontend Foreman browbeat
Ray intq, pleading guilty in
March, 1969, thus ‘avoiding a
trial andf preserving details of
- the eafe exclusively for Huie.
| Huie“ialtimately wrote three
jarticles for Look magazine
and a book called “He Killed
the Dreamer.”

James H. Lesar, one of
Ray’s three current attorneys,
has estimated Huie received a
minimum of $100,000 and
Hanes and Foreman Jessor
amounts. Ray testified today
that he received nothing, al-
though at least ome of the con
tracts provided that he was to/

receive 30 per cent of gross,
revenues. . , .

“Huie told my brother
(Jerry Ray) that if I took the‘
stand, it would probably de-
stroy his book,” Ray told the[
court.

Ray testlﬁed in the fourth
day of an evidentiary heamng.
at which he hopes to win a;
court order permitting him to
withdraw his guilty plea andi
face trial in the King murder.
His testimony will resume on
Tuesday.

Hanes is also ;{pected to
testify, but not /,ue or Fore-
man,. The latter tgvo have sub-|

mitted depasiti !ns, however,
in which they generally deny.
coercing Ray mto pleadma'
| guilty.

s

Wad), Pmi—

ARy
10-26-DY
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- [Facts Of King’s Death’
Not Grandiose Theory !

MEMPHIS (AP) — The FBI
agent who directed the investi-
gation into the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. said
* Sunday the facts of the case

don’t lend themselves to “‘gran-
diose theories” of a conspiracy.
“It was a relatively simple
thing,” said Robert G. Jensen,
ow head of security for an in-
rnational motel firm. ‘“A man
as killed. A man was caught.

fn many ways, it was like any
other case, but the stature of

King gave it a lot more public-
ity than the usual case.”
Robert 1. Livingston, attorney
for James Earl Ray, said Fri-
day that he has been in period-
ic contact since March with a
representative of the ‘“‘men who
actually carried out the slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”
Describing "a ‘‘conspiracy”
behind the April 4, 1968, shoot-
ing of King in Memphis, Liv-
ingston said the intermediary is
seeking immunity from prose-
cution -for the slaying con-
spirators, who want to testify
“in revenge’” against ‘four
Southern gentlemen’’ who hired
them, not Ray, to kill King.
According to Livingston,
eight men were involved in
King’s death, with Ray as the
‘“patsy.” He said Ray was
“...just a gullibletype sort of
fellow, easily influenced and
led around. He had never been

a high-powered criminal all his !

life, just penny ante stuff...”

“If he (Livingston) has some- '

" thing, more power to him,”

said Jensen, adding that he had
not read Livingston’s claims
because there was ‘‘no particu-
lar reason for me to read them.

“The facts that were devel-
oped were made public.” Jen-
sen said. “Many people don’t
want to accept what the facts
are because in many instances,

they don’t lend themselves to .

grandoise theories. But we had
to go with what facts we had.
Theories and suppositions don’t
hold up in court.”

Jensen described the investi-
‘gation as a ‘‘good case, well’
worked, well handled. I'm sat-
isfied with the results.”

1t is “probably true,” Jensen

id, that King’s slaying was

ne of the most -thoroughly. in-

stigated muirders in criminal

istory. o C

\

xecord of the case.”

" ihaes Ts fitlle doubi-tESR
was an extensive and in-depth :

mvestigation,” he said. “It was
-wor{dw1de, involving the coop-
eration of Canadian authorities,
the_ Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, Scotland yard and
many, many others. We explor-
ed every angle and the only
thing is that when the case de-
veloped, we could find no evi-
depce of such a thing (a con-
sru'acy).” .
When the FBI had compiled

the facts, he said, ‘‘a represen-
tative of the attorney general’s
office followed through and
rechecked the material.

__ “‘The case was analyzed and
it  will continue to be
an.alyzegi,”' he said. “I don’t
think history buffs have ever
put to rest the story of Lincoln
and John Wilkes Booth,

“Fifteen years from now

people will ask the same ques-
thllS,' but my personal opinion
now lies with the public record,
I have no personal theories
whatsoever that differ with the
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‘Relatively Simple’ ey
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'MEMPHIS (AP) — The FBI agent who directed th

investigation into the murder of Dr. Martin Luther Kin The Sumter Daily Item
Jr. said Sunday the facts of the case don’t lend themselve Sumter, S. C.
to “‘grandiose theories” of a conspiracy. \ —Page 10 A

“It was a relatively simple thing,”’ said Robert G.
Jensen, now head of security for an international motel
firm. “A man was killed. A man was caught. In many
ways, it was like any other case, but the stature of King
gave it a lot more publicity than the usual case.”
. Robert I. Livingston, attorney for James Earl Ray, said
i Friday that he has been in periodic contact since MarchI —_
with a representative of the ‘men who actually carried out|
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” ‘

Describing a ‘‘conspiracy”’ behind the April 4, 1968,

1

shooting of King in Memphis, Livingston said the inter’

p ///' 4

mediary is seeking immunity from prosecution for the =] /fifi")l,/ P
slaying conspirators, who want to testify *‘in revenge’ {4\7&- 2 T
- . ‘against ‘‘four Southern gentlemen’’ who hired them, not / b
Ray, to kill King. )

According to Livingston, eight men were involved in —_—
King’s death, with Ray as the “patsy.”” He said Ray was
*,..just a gullible-type sort of fellow, easily influenced and
led around. He had never been a high-powered criminal all
his life, just penny ante stuff...” Date: 2

“If he (Livingston) has something, more power to him,”’ Edm“f/ 7/71"'
said Jensen, adding that he had not read Livingston’s

RPN

- .
e

claims because there was “no particular reason for me to Author:
read them. ) o Eaor: §, D, OSTEEN, ®r.
“The facts that were developed were made public. Title:
Jensen said. ‘‘Many people don’t want to ahccepé wl,\tatl thg JAMES EARL RAY;
facts are because in many instances, they don't len
themselves to grandoise theories. But we had to go with l\g-f}gigr“ LUTHER KING -
what facts we had. Theories and suppositions don t hold up : VICTIM
in court.” ' ‘ : or CR
Jensen described the investigation as a *good case, well Classification: ,l,/ If —
worked, well handled. I'm satisfied wlth the result’s. ' Submitting Officet
It is ‘‘probably true,”’ Jensen said, that King’s slaying
was one of the most thoroughly investigated murders in [[] Being Investigated
criminal history.

“There is little doubt that it was an extensive and
in-depth investigat'\on,” he said._ “It was yv_orldwxde, m-l
volving the cooperation of Canadian authorities, the Roya
Canadian Mounted Police, Scotland yard and ma.ny,.many

1 others. We explored every angle anfi the only thing is tha}t‘ _
4 when the case developed, we could find no evidence of suc

athing (a conspiracy’.”
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When the FBI had compiled the facts, he said, *
epresentative of the attorney genmeral’s office followe
hrough and rechecked the material.

d “The case was analyzed and it will continue to b
analyzed,” he'said. *I don’t think history buffs have ever
put to rest the story of Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth.

“Fifteen . years -from now people will ask the same

| fuestions, but my personal opinion now lies with the publjc
: ecord. I have no persenal theories whatsoever that diffdr

ith the _r_eicurﬁ of the case.”
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EMPHIS, Tenn. {AP) —

e FBI agent who directed the
investigation into the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. says
...the.facts of.the. case don't lend
themselves to ‘‘grandiose
. theories™ of conspiracy.

“It was a relatively simple
thing," Robert G. Jensen said in
a telephone interview. “A man
was killed. A man was caught.
In many ways, it was like any
other case, but the stature of
King gave it a lot more publicity
than the usual case.” .

Robert I. Livingston, attorney
for James Earl Ray, said -
Friday that he has been in
periodic contact since March
with a jepresentative of the

Yo e oA

“men who actually carried out
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr." Ray, the only person
charged in the case, pleaded

guilty to murdering King, and is

now serving a 99-year prison
sentence. L )

- »If he (Livingston) has
something, more power to him,”
said Jensen, who now is head of
security for an international
motel firm. He said he had not
read Livingston's claims
because there was ''no
particular reason for me toread
them.”

“*The facts that were
developed were made public,”
Jensen said. “*‘Many people don't
want to accept what the facts

ot

, are because in many instarices
they don't lend themselves to
grandiose theories. But we had
to go with what facts we had.
Theories and suppositions don't
holdup in court.”

Alleging a conspiracy behind
the April 4, 1968, shooting of
King in Memphis, Livingston
said the intermediary he talked
to is seeking immunity from
prosecution for the slaying
conspirators. He said they want
to testify *in revenge” against
“four Southern gentlemen” who
allegedly. hired them, not Ray,
tokill King.

According to Livingston, eight

men were involved in King's~
death, with Ray the *‘patsy.” He

-

n T -

original gent. o Bpusd
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said Ray was *'...just a
gullible-type sort of fellow,
éasily influenced and led
around. He had never been a
" high-powered criminal all his
life, just penny ante stuff...”

Jensen described the

investigation as a ‘‘good case,
well worked, well handled. I'm
satisfied with the results.”

,It_is, probably true,  Jensen

said, that King's slaying was

“one of the most thoroughly
investigated murders in
criminal history.

¢ “There is little doub.t that ft
was an extensive and in-depth

' ~Tivestigation,” he said. “Twas—"

worldwide, involving the
cooperation of Canadian
authorities, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, Scotland Yard
and many, many others. We
explored every angle and the
only thing is that when the case

developed, we could find no-

evidence of such a thing (a
conspiracy).”

Jensen said when the FBI had
compiled the facts, ‘‘a

representative of the attorney.

general’'s office followed

through and rechecked the
material.” R
“The case was analyzed and it .
will continue to be analyzed,” he
said. “I don't think history buffs
have ever put to rest the story of
Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth. -
“Fifteen years from now .
people will ask the same
questions, but my personal
opinion now lies with the public
record. I have no personal
theories whatsoever that differ

. withvthe record of the case.' 4. o sw—wsp
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oo 0 Jenden; the TBL agent
who directed. ‘th,e‘._ix‘_ivesﬁgﬁfu‘ﬁ'?“;m‘l}o
the murder of ‘Dr, ‘Martini .Luther
King, sdys the facts of the cise do
20t lend themselves fo '"grandiose
'theories” of congpiracy. "It was a re-
latively simple thing," Jensen said.
‘A’ man was killed. A" man -was
caught." Robert I. Livingston, attor-
ney for James Earl Ray, said recent-
W' fhat he had been in periodic con-
tact’since March with a representa-
tive of the "men who actually car-
l;:,‘ed out” Dr. King's slaying. Ray,
Ho:pleaded guilty to the murder, is
gerving a 99-year prison. sentence.
Jensen, now head of security for-an
international motel firm, discounted
Livingston's remarks, saying there
Wisssh3<S2ep conspiracy inwelbady

y\uQﬁﬂﬂk
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KING SLAYER SEEKS NEW TRIAL "~

N

o
CINNATI (UPI) —
The Y.8. 6th Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled today that

James€arl Ray, serving 9
years in jail for the murder
of Martin Luther King, is
entitled to a review of his
guilty plea which could lead
to a new trial.

Ever since the day after
Ray pleaded guilty on
March 10, 1969, to killing the
civil rights leader, he has
been seeking a new trial

and permission to change.

ea to innocent.

TORAY'’S decision fol-
lowe al arguments be-
fore the court in October in
which an attorney for Ray

i

ended his client had
been ‘‘bfowbeaten, badg-
ered and bribed” into plead-
ing guilty.

Attorney Bernard Fen-
sterwald said Ray’s former
attorney, Percy Foreman,
coerced Ray into entering
the guilty plea. That conten-
tion was the basis of Ray’s
appeal to the court here.

“We hold that (Ray) is
entitled to an evidentiary
hearing,’’ the three-judge
appeals court panel said.
“It is clear that the allega-
tions which are the subject
of Ray’s petitions have nev-
er.been tried upon their
merits or resolved by any
court — allegations which

— if true, plainly negate
any notion or\idea that his
guilty plea . . was made
voluntarily and intelligent-

ly.

“The allegations . . . if
true would support a finding
that Ray’s attorneys deli-
berately compromised their
client’s interests in order to
further the financial suc-
cess of (William Bradford)
Huie’s works in which they
themselves had a substan-
tial interest.”

TO PAY for his defense,
Ray had rromised Foreman
all” royalties he received
from Huie, an author who
had made a deal with Ray

* to write about the case.
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But Fensterwal§ said a
letter Foreman sen§to Ray |
just before the guilty plea |
was. entered statéd_that
Foreman said he wouldgive
back to Ray all mone} be-
yond an initial $165,000§f a
guilty plea were entgred:.

Ray, being held i"a state
penitentiary in Nashville,
Tenn., was not_ present
when today’s decision was

issued. .
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