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ToLDEW
Mr. Deloach - ////’/’////;:;ch 24, 1969

1 - Mr, Deloach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr., Kalley

1 - Mr. McGowan
MURKIN @M~ Mr. Long

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Articles appearing in the news media state: that
James Xarl Ray has written a letter fo Judge W. Preston Battle,
Criminal Court, Shelby County, Memphis, Teansssee, requesting
a post-hearing concernimg his recent conviction and sentence
to the Tennesses Stste Prison for a term of 99 years., The
newspaper media states that no petition or writ has been filed
with the Clerk of the Court demanding any typs of a hearing.

SAC Jensen of our Nemphis Office has advised that
Judge Battle roceived a letter from Ray requesting s post-
hearing; however, no writ or motion has been filed with the
Clerk of the Court., According to Jepsen, the Judge Stated
that he fully expected some type of action such as this;
howevar, no action has been taken by him at this time,

you will recsll thet SAC Jensen contacted Ray on
3/13 and 3/14/69, in an effort to interview Ray in connection
with Ray's public statement in court that he did not sgree
that a2 conspirscy did not eximt in cornection with the
assaszination of King, -

On those occasions Ray eangaged in "small talk™ but
refused to discuss any sspects of an alleged conspiracy.

on 3/20/69, Jenser was contacted ax to his views
concerning the desirability of imitiating further contacis with
Ray. Jensen stated ia viaw of Ray's current msneuverings to
obtain 3 post-~hearing, he felt no useful purpose would de
served by sitempting further contacts- with Ray at thia time.
He will continue to follow the matter closely and at such
time a8 it sppesrs & further contsct witk Ray is feasible,
he will so sdvise the Burssu. He will make nmo further contact
with Ray without first clearing it with us,

Enclosure

JGK:eant ACTION - PAGE TWO
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Memorandum Rosen to Deloach
RE: NURKIN

ACTION:

Attached for approval is s letter to the Department
advising them of the results of interviews with Ray sad also
advising them that in view of recent developments no further
attempts will be made to interview Ray at this time,

We will continue to follow the matter closely and
you will be advised of pertineant developmeats.
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Mr. Jerris Leonard o ‘March 34, 1969

Assistant Attorney General .
Director, FBI . ' (L- mr. Long

ASSASSINATIQN OF MARTIN\LUTHER KING, JF

In accordance with your\request, mes Earl Ray was
interviewed at the Tennesses State Prison,/ Nashville, Tennessoe,

- .on March 13, 1869, by an Agent of this Buyreau and during the

interview he would not at any time digcusk a conspiracy or any
aspects of it.  The entire interview, :' h lasted approximately
fitty minutes, was cordial; however, Riy did not commit himself

" On any speclﬁc points pertinenttois s8\0f interest to the Government.

Ray was again interviewed on March 14, 1969, and he stated
that he had nothing to say. Bestate if he ehqnged higs mind he knew
hovhecouldgetintonchuithour pecial Agent in Charge In Memphis,
Tennessee. A

: Information has come to/our attention that\Judge W, Preston
Battle, Criinal Court, Shelby ounty, Memphis, snnessee, has

received a letter from Jammes EArl Ray requesting a hearing; however,

no writ or motion has been filed with Clerk of the Cou In view of

this recent development, no fyrther attempt will be made, to interview

Ray at this time,

REL:erg. » ;
4) , N

NOTE: See memorandum:A. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach dated 3-21-69,
captioned "Murkin, "' JGK:eam.
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M. ‘Bishop:

. of 2 book regarding the Martin Luther King murder case. With regard to

R e B

—pove

JAMES EARL RAY ‘
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XI
BUREAU COOPERATION IN A BOOK

RE:

oo " [ wfson b
Mz, Bishop mewmmmen{
i
; + Mt Conrad memmmmes
March 20, 1969 ‘ - Comead
Mr. Sullivan e
Tele, RoOm v
NG
Y 'ax?g’?
. n b ST
By informal' memorandum dated March 11, 1969, = :

_ S U MrADe Loach e
M v Bb’ﬁ/ . I‘er Mohe
Fd ' Mr. Callshan.
M. Felt.
M, Ga!:ﬂ%
/il RO ‘»
Mt. Tavel
Mr. Trotter
Miss Holmes
Miss Gen:
Mr. DeLoach suggested that consideration be given to our c00pepating }fff“?!;‘ :
with a friendly author, or with "The Reader's Digest," in the preparatiopw:!,

)

A
this suggestion, the Director noted, "0.K."

: With regard to this matter, "The Reader's Digest" has
advised that it would greatly appreciate the opportunity to do a book

" on the Ray-King case with Bureau cooperation. I we approve,
. "The

Reader's Digest' plans to contact Jim Bishop in an effort to place
‘him under contract to write the book for them. i - '

Jim Bishop is, of course, a very thorough and capable
writer with whom we have had many contacts over the years. With the
Director's approval, we worked with Bishop in connection with his latest
published book, "The Day Kennedy Was Shot, ! which contains a number
of favorable references to the FBI. The Director has - written Bishop on
several occasions concerning commendatory columns--including one in

" 1967 highly praising the Director as "the greatest law enforcement officer
- inall history." ° -

, -~

¥

" 'Even though Bishop has been described in Bufiles as

i ”sbmewhat pompous and a little overbearing at times, " he nonetheless
has both the name and ability to produce a book on the King case which

would give proper credit to the outstanding work done by the FBI. According-
ly, it is recommended that approval be given to-our cooperating with

<

"The Reader's Digest" and Jim Bishop on this book,
- \ ‘.;4

. )
: Sincerely,

AT B . //t/ M. A. Jones
1 - Mr. DeLoach @:/ Ny Nk
1 - Mr, Bishop o .
1 - Mr. Rosen e
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‘ _ Mr. Felt i )
MR. TOLSON: . , S Mt. Gale 2
: L S Mz. Roser A

RE: JAMES EARL RAY T . Mr. Sullivan
ASSASSINATION OF MA‘RT&N, LUTHER KING 3‘- zﬂ";‘l
1. Trotter

a 99-year sentence, I would 1like to suggest that the Miss Holmes =
Director allow us to choose a friendly, capable author,MlSs 5§u--
or the Reader's Digest, and proceed thh a book based on

Now that Ray has been conv;cted and is servlng'ﬂﬂeﬁﬁoom—;;zi

this case. _ g 6//
“A carefully written factual book would do muich to
preserve the true history of this case.. While it wzll not

E‘dlspel or put down future rumors, it would certaznly help to

have a book of this nature on college and high schogl llbrary
shelves so that the future would be protected.

0) .

I would also like to suggest that consxderation be
glven to advising a friendly newspaper contact, on a strictly
confidential basis, that Coretta King and-Reverend Abernathy
are deliberately plotting to keep King's assassination in the
news by pulling the ruse of maintaining that King's murder
was definitely a conszracy and not committed by one man,
This, of course, is obviously a rank trick -in ordexr to keep

hd t

“the:money coming in to Mrs. King, Abernathy, and ‘the Southern

_Christian Leadership Conference. We can do .this without any

*attribution to the FBI and without anyone know1ng that the-
wdnformation came from a wire tap. °
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‘mg on a book on the Ray case and has asked the Bureau’s cooperation
in the preparation of the book on a number of occasions, We have

[PV

ey

If the Director approves, ‘we have in mind considering b

t

s
3 B
N te  *

: cooperatmc in the preparation of a beok with either the Reader's

Digest or author Gerold Frank. The Reader's Digest would assign

" one of their staff writers or contract the preparatxon of a book out to

- an estabiished author, Gerold Frank is a well-known author whose
" most recent book is "The Boston Strangler.' Frank is already work-

nothing derogatory on him in our files, and our relationship with hxm
has been excellent. His publisher is Doubleday.
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- It was written by Clay Blair,
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1, By MARTIN WALBRGN ~*
i $peca1 1) Tha New Y&k Tmes

MEMPHIS, March 12--"Next
!to ¢otton, Jarmes Earl Ray is
iMemphis's  biggest industry,”
Percy Yoreman said last fall
after be succesded Arthur J.
Hancs 2s Rayls lawyer,

Mr. Foreman, who said he
wis promised no fee for de-
fending Ray on a murder
charae in the assassination of
the Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.. at the time also scorned
what he referred to 25 the
“pandering press” and its curi-
osity about Ray.

Books in Preparation

The chief target of the Hous-
ton lawyer’s scorn scemed to
be William Bradford Jyie, the
Alabama author who had
bought the rights to Ray’s life
story and was getting hand-
written memorandums  from
Ray in the Sheloy County fail.
Mr. Huie had writien two ar-
ticles about Ray for Look maga-
zine, .

This week, at Jeast five books
on James Earl Ray and the as-
[sassination of Dr. King were in
'preparation. .
! And Mr, Foreman had suc-

ham, Ala., not.only as’ Ray’s

associate of Mr. Huie.
* One of the books on Ray
and the assassination is ready
for printing and distribution.

a former editor of the Saturday
Evening Post.

-« Other Authors
‘Bantam Books said that Mr.
Blair’s book, *The Strange
Case of James Earl Ray,” would ]

be pubdlished next Monday or

N
P Y

Ray ang of the murdci'.'\yitgfﬁ ¥

chapter on the.courtroom, prdas
ceeding of last Monday whea

tenced to 93 years in prison.i-
Other authors preparing books! -
include Gerold Frank, who has
written six best-seilers, among
them “Tnc Bosion Strangler™;
George E. McMillan of Atianta;
James D. Squires, a Nashville
newspaperasan; and Mr Hufe.
Mr. Franks book may be
the most comprehensive. With
a reported edvance of $100,000,
the New York writer plans. to

spend  two  years researching
and writing his b ook for Doub
cay & Co., ing,

WSS ~other authors have
expressed oplaions &G wisth

ey

0

{ €lse for information.

{ book, “Portrait of an Assassin,”
€ ‘would be a psychological study

Tuesday. It will be a history of{
S
92"..&.. Angd I have never investigated
Ray pleaded guiity ta mw@iﬁ'{ég
inz Dr. King:and "was &1l )

T

it )

to Be Out Next

L B Lo 5
[R5 ACFORIN FERFLIT \ohirintiie. SO |

N AR
DeRing's murder Wad the re
'sult of a conspiracy, Mr, Frank
said that he was trying to get
noro cvidence before making
a decision. ' ro
«  ‘History of Ineptitude’

! “I hope my book will bt 2
full history s
tion of Martin Luther Kind and
iwhat happened on ‘all levels.
lAnd if there was & conspiracy,
't hope to know that, I will try

Istory,” Mr. Frank said.

! “From Ray’s history of in-
eptitude,” he s2id, 1 would
assume that he was helped in
the assassination or preceding
it, but that it was not neces-
sarily a conspiracy.” .

“1f we knew the true motiva:
tion, it might well explode any
idea of conspiracy,” he cdn-
tinued. *“On’ the. other hand,
you cannot' apply the normal
measures of ‘logic to a man
who has spent most ‘of his life
-behind bars. If he
alone, he may have been turned
on for reasons lost in the depth
of his own personality.” .

.~ Doubtsa Conspiracy

: Mr. Frank, 'who began his
rescarch 1ast July, said that he
had not paid any money to any
of the principals or to anyone

. Mr. McMillan said that his

of Ray. It will be published by
Littte Brown & Co. Mr. Mc-
Millen said that he had a

thas={oreign reprint contracts
had alrcady been Sigieil™ oy,
fpublishers_in cight=coutsies.

‘I have always believed that
‘James Earl Ray did .it alone,”
he said. “This guy is a Joner.

any aspect of 2 conspiracy,

on his biography.”
Mr, ‘McMillan said that he
had hired @ psychiatrist to help
him interpret the psychological
effect on Ray of his -man
years in prison, his backaroun

of poverty and his .fan;ﬁUJife,P

ito tell the entire unfolding 1

* which has Jeft me free to work|

“Thigs w2, what does it do

of the zssassinas|’

did this{ -

*“very happy contract” andl-

- fsplit

[to argﬁﬁa skeep in'the same.,

bed with his parents witen he
[is growing up,”

Mr, McMillan said his book
was to have been published four
months after the end of Ray's
trishJhadate may be pushed
forward, he sald. T

-

. e e - -
‘n + e '
< e s "o

he said. -+,

t

Week| .

T T P
) [ Mr. Sayires’s  book 100 be

published by New -American

{Library, may be the second

book out oh Ray: Mr, Squires,
who has covered the case for
his newspapers, Tae Nashvilic
Teanessean, said -the Wwriling
should he comploted :n thenext
two wecks. ]

He said he hoped the book
would be a “complcte account
tof the murder of Dr. Kiog, the
iarrest of Ray, the hiring and
"firing of Hanes and what went
{on in Memphis.” )
. The book has
hitled, -
?’ Mr. Huie, who bought the
ipudlication rights to Ray’s life
Istory last July, ouginally bad
Isigned a, contract calling for
iproceeds from a book to be

between  himself, . Mr
{Hanes and Ray. .

} ‘. DisbelievesTheory *
i HE paid an advance of $23.
‘000 to Ray, who signed the

noi yet been

f
.

PR e

msnsyTover to Mr, Hanes as

part.of hisJegat fee. £
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_ The New Leader

Delioach.

Mohr -
Bishop
‘Casper

Cellahen.

Contad.
Felt
Gale
Rosen-

Sullivan
‘Tavel
Trotter.

»

Tele. Room
Holmes

The Washington Post
Times Herald :

The Washington Daily News
+ The Evening Stax (Washington)
" . ‘The Sunday Star (Washington)
" Daily News (New York)

" Sunday News (New York)

The New York Times _
A The Sun (Baltirsore) !
#' .+ The Daily World

®
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Mr. Bishop . $-19-68 ¢

M, A, Jones

FORTHCOMING BOOK BY y

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE
BACKGROUND:

: William Bradford Hule is the suthor of articles regarding
James Earl Ray and the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., which
appsared in the November 12 and November 26, 1968, 1ssues of 'Look"
magazine. He has also written 2 manuseript for a book--tentatively
titled "They Slew the Dreamer’'--dealing with the King murder,

_ Through Carroll B. Colby, & very relisble contact in the
New York publishing industry, we determined iast January that Huie's
manuseript had been offered to several publishers and that one oftthese,
the New American iibrary, Inc, was plaoning to publish it.

RECENT DEVELOPMENT:

- “The New York Office telephoned today to advise that one
of its contacts ("Long John" Nebel, a television personality who continually
‘receives advance coples of books from publishers who hope that he will plug
their books on his TV show) has learned that Hule's manuscript is no longer
in the hands of the New American Library. According to Nebel, am outfit
named Bell has the manuscript and plans to put the book out in May, Nebel
uatt;mpting to obtain a copy of the manuscript or an advance copy of the
book for us.

: Source books in the Bureau Library do not list & Bell company
a8 & publisher of books, However, the New T!m;k Telephone: Directory lists
& Bell Printing Company on West 25th Street. -

RECOMMENDATION: 5 2

i ' \

For information,” We will continue to follow this matter,

1 - Mr, D‘Lmh

1‘4' 'Mr- B!Slﬂp !
1 - }ﬁ'. Rm

3> Mr. McGowan
GWG:gma

(8
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¥illias Bradford Ruie, author, has written two
articles for "Look" magazine. The articles appeared in the
November 13, 1068, issue and the November 26, 1968, issue,

These articles contain an account ef an individual by the name
of "Raoul,” This individual and Ray, sccording to the articles,
‘were endeayoring to make some iyp‘ of deal concerning “jbing
" setivity" for which "Racul" would pay Ray $12,000. The specific
nature of the "joint activity" was mot fully described or
 identified, but Ray was to transport packages between the United
States and Canada. The possibility exists that the package
could contain contraband, such as narcotics,

. According to the articles, an exchange of tim tobk
| place at the United States and Mexicag borders, which again the
possibility exists that the tires could contain comtraband.

‘The oaly dmr:lption available on Baoul, and this
is according to Buic. Baoumn dncrihed as a hlonde Latin
' meaman,
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__HUGH STANTON '
APPOINTED BY JUDGE W, PRESTON BATTLE

AS CO-COUNSEL_YOR_JAMES EARL _RAY

Review of Bureau files concerning Hugh Stanton
. indicates the following information:

e 44-14617. Vvictim states he was
arrested 1-31-58 and about 5-23-58 by Memphis PD, Memphis,

Tenn., on charges of DWI. States was advised by Norman Moore,
Investigator for Shelby County Public Defender, to plead guilty
‘'to both charges and he would receive two 60-day sentences to run coit
concurrently. Was sentenced to two 60-day sentences to run con-
secutively, but asked Judge for jury trial. States was then kept
in Shelby County Jail for about two months awaiting trial and ‘
during this time advised Hugh Stanton, Jr., Asst. Public
Defender, that he wanted jury trial, After two months, he
finally pleaded guilty and was sentenced to Shelby County Penal
Farm. Says he believes he was deprived of his just right to

Jury trial by actions of Hugh Stanton, Jr.

Bureau {;19_4§—15247. On 12-21-59, Mr. Clay Christy,
brother of victim, appeared at Memphis Office and furnished signed
statement alleging that civil rights of victim had been violated
by captioned subjects. Clay Christy advised that in about
March, 1959, victim was arrested by officers of Memphis, Tenn.,
PD, who told him he was being charged with driving while
intoxicated, reckless driving, and leaving scene of an accident.

A Memphis attorney advised Clay Christy that victim's arrest was
illegal because victim was arrested without a warrant, because

the police did not see the accident, nor did they see victim in or
near a car, nor did they charge him with public drunkenness.
Victim was arrested by James Elliston of the Memphis PD and three
other officers. At City Court, the following day, Elliston told
Judge that he would have a witness the next day. On the next day,
a witness did appear and judge found victim guilty and fined him
$126, plus costs. Victim was then held to State on same charges,
and was placed in County Jail, Shelby County, Tenn., in lieu of
bond. After approximately six or eight postponements requested by
prosecution, which claimed witnesses not available, victim came

to trial and pleaded guilty to charge of driving while intoxicated.
Clay Christy stated he also felt that Public Defender Hugh Stanton
violated his brother's civil rights because he failed to properly
defend victim and failed to bring to attention of the Court the
—~_//a11eged illegality of arrest.
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Bureau file 44-6353. John O'Neill Bomer, an informant
in a civil rights case in early 1954, advised that Hugh Stanton,
who is the Public Defender of Shelby County, owns a farm either
at Lexington or Hendersonj Tennessee, and he is constantly going
‘to the Shelby County Penal Farm and obtaining a number of prisoners
and transporting them to his farm where they are worked and
held in jail on his farm by a Deputy Sheriff whose last name is
Pitman. He said Stanton pays Pitman $100 a month to feed and
care for the prisoners who are used on his farm. He stated as many
as twenty prisoners at one time would bhe taken to Stanton's farm
and worked for several months before returning them to the
Shelby County Penal Farm.

-2 -
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Mr. Deloach /mrchzs, 1069

A. nomen ] 1 = Mr. Rosen
1 ~ Mr. Malley
1 haed ﬁl‘. }ROGO'IIn
WURKIN Q- Mr, long
- Mr, Biﬁhop

This is the case involving the murder of
Mertin Iuther King, Jr.

Attorney Russell Thompson, Memphis, Tennessea,
contrcted our New York Office and expressed his desire to
fully cooperate with the FBI concarning the informmtion he
possesses. Thompson advised that most of ‘the information
that he possesses has already been furnished to the FBI,
however, he does have some information that he hes not
discussed with the FRI although this information may be
already knows to the ¥BI.

Thompson stated that he will probably retura to Nemphis
on March 1%, 1968, and upon his retura be would contact our
Nemphis Office to arrange an appropriate time to furnish the
information that he possesses. Thompeon pointed out that he
believed that it would be more practical to furaish the infor-
mation to the FBI in Memphis since they are more feamiliar with
streets, locations, and other pertiment details.

Thompson pointed dut that he possesses no information
that he clasaiflies as great or spectacular, such as the news
nedin was attempting to relate to the public.

In accordsnce with the Director's instructions,
SAC, Jensen, in Memphis was advised that he be most certain
thl; 1:. listen to Thompson and abaoclutely mothing be disclosed
to .

ACTION:
- For information., You will be kept advised.

REL: ins
(7)
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This\is the case inyolving the
murder &f Nartin Lutier King, Jr.

Memphis/ Attorney, cone
tacted oﬁr Q:' York Office und advi

that he wil

3/19/69, at ic time he will contactfll
our Memphis ofLide to arrange »n |
approprizte timy to discuss all thc |il*

information polsesnes,

3
.
z

possesses no oxmgtion that he’

classified ag great \or spectacular

such ss the nediy

to relate
You will

“"ii!!E!ll!E!!l\lM ~

=
i
-
'
7
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PAGE THO -
UR. THOMPSON ADVISED THAT HE WAS PROBABLY RETURNING

70 MEMPHIS ON MARCH NINETEEN, SIXTYNINE, AND UPOU

HIS RETURN WOULD CONTACT THE KEMPHIS OFFICE TO ARRANGE

WITH THEM AN APPROPRIATE TIME TO DISCUSS ALL THE IHFORMATIOHN

THAT HE POSSESSES. HR. THOMPSOR POINTED OUT THAT HE

BELIEVED THAT 1T WOULD BE HORE PRACTICAL TO DISCUSS THIS

WATTER WITH FBI OFFICIALS 1Nl WEMPHIS SINCE THEY ARE MORE

FAWILIAR WITH STREETS, LOCATIONS AND OTHER® PERTINENT

" DETAILS. e - A

-4

MR. THOMPSOW POINTED OUT THAT HE POSSESSES HO

’INFORMATION THAT HE CLASSIFIED AS GREAT OR SPECTACULAR

SUCH AS THE NEWS MEDIA WAS ATTEMPTING TO RELATE TO
THE PUBLIC, A !
END .

VXC FBI WASH DC
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XY, Peloach Narch 18, 1969
, ‘ 1 = Mr. Delosch
A, Rosen 1 ~ ¥r, Rosen

. 1 - ¥Mr. McGowan
MURKIN ' 7o tene
i - - K}.‘. Bim’

) This 45 thae c2se involving the murder of
Nertin Luther King, Jr.

The Director inquired as to the facts regarding

= statement made by JMv, Baxton Brysnt as reported in the
"Now York Timesa™ on 3-16-89. Bryant iz quoted as stating that
he reported to the PBY information on an alleged telephono
conversation related 3o the shooting of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and the FBI later advised hiy the conversation had been Zound
to be unrelated to the Xing murder. Bufiles indicate that
Mr, Bryant is 2 member of th$ Tennessee Council on Numan
g:utioas who has been active in Civil Rights matters in

BROBESS, ‘

DETAILS: On April 8, 1968, Mr, Bryaat accompanied John McFerrem,
Who 1% & Xegro Civil Rights: sctivist from Somervills, Tennessee,
to cur Memphis Oftice and stated that McFerren hnd sone
information he maated to provide us conceraing a conversation
he sllegedly overheard while &t & produco market in Mewphis on
April 4, 1968, (Xing waz murdered on this date). McFerren was
interviswad at length coancerning thig and he stxted he heaxd
& hedvyset zan talking on & telephone and heard him ssy, *Kill
;hga eggsﬁ“én the balcory and get the job domne, you will get your

's .

Wo completely investiguted all facets of the informge |
tion furaished us by McFexrren and no substantiating information
was developed indicating thim alleged telephone conversation
wag pertinent to the Xing murder. We provided the results of
our invenstigation to the Depariment in two separate memorsndums
{copies attachsd for ready referencs).

Contrary to Mr. Bryant's statement in the "New York
Times¥, we never advised him of the results of our investigation,

ACTION: For Iinformation,

rnclosures

REL: Ins
(7
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The Attornoy General =~ . o vl b " April 25, 1968
- R ‘ . : - ‘!._._»,...“.;-..z_ﬂ;l : R
Director, FBI | N
. ) L T N : ‘: - tuE «
ASSASSINATION OF IJARTINA LUTEER KIKG, IR, -

Reierence {s made to my memorandum dated nprﬂ 29
1968, sctiing forth pertinent details relntive to information it..rnlshcd
by n‘ir. Joim McFerren regarding his suspicions that circumsiances
which cceurred atthe LL and L, oncuce Company in Memphls, N

Tennossee, o April 4, 1969, might be related to the killingof 'Q;

Xartin Luther King, Jr.

<+ Asyou were previcusly advised, t!ze owners of the LL and L
Produce Company denied haviny any eonnection with the killing and
#ir. Frapk Camillo Liberto, one of the owners, advised that.he had
relatives in New Orleans and cﬁscnssed large sums of mcmey whon

makiug produce purchases over the telephone. e

Cther members of the Liverto Iamny in New Orleans
" have been interviewed and they have advised that they have no
knowledge of the killing beyond accounts appearing in local news

media,

. On the basis of the information reported by air.. M:Ferren “
arzci the fnformation-developed through our, icquiries, it is not felt Immr
inguiries along these lines are warranted. ‘ Yo Ta

Returned herewith is the copy of the ”Time” report ' (‘
previously furnished, R U SO : A
Enclosure - . e s oo ;@ -
1 - The Deputy Attorney General - T Tl ST
1 - v, Stephen J. Pollak ' e L - e : :

Asslstant éttorney Ceneral R ‘ ) -
EIMivea (o) o - . SEE NOTE PAGETWO ~

o e . . ¥ » L ’ - ‘,

¢ T . v

. 1] l ﬁ " - :.‘.
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NOTE: Coo ‘ -
The Attorney General's office furnished a copy of a "Time"
report of information from John McFerren, Negro from Somerville, ..
Tennessee. The Attornoy General was previously furnished substantial
information developed indicating there is no basis for McFerren's . .
information. The "Time" report is being returned to the Attorney Geaeral
with additional information developed in connection with McFerren's story,
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HURDER OF HARTIN LUTIER KIKG, JR,.
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. Infornation wvas received that John licFerren, a
Regro of Scnerville, fennessee, had reported to "Tinme"
- mqgazine infornation concerning an individual possibly .
‘ involved in the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
My, MHe¥Ferren allegedly overheard one eng of a telephone
. conversation while at a produce nmarket in lemphis on
© 7 April 4, 1988, According to the report, Mr. HicFerren
. . overh,“rd the individual state, “"Shoot the S.0.B. on the
balcony. -Pon't worry about the noney. Your brothexr will
. get it in Mew Orleans.' 1Ir. McFerren allegedly was
.+ .7 contacted on April 18, 1968, by a vhite man fornerly of '
- memi-Qomerville who now resides in Louisiana. It was indicated’
- that as a result ox this visit lr. McFerren xeared for his
own saxety. ‘

On April 8,.1908, Hr. MeFerren adv‘sed Agents of
thlS Bureau tnat he had picked up supplies Ioxr his grocery’
. store at the LL and L. Produce COﬂoaay, Henphis, Tennessee
o . on April 4, 19288, At that tine he overhecard a heavysct
: white nale talking on the telcephone say, YHilli the S.0.B.

on the balcony and get the job done. You will got your
$5,000." iir, llc¥Ferren stated another white nale with a |
scar on his right cheek cane'by at this tine and told hin
to go on to the back of the procduce comnpany and help
hinself. ' ;

e

¢ .

After completing his business Mr. }McFerren heard

w4
Ve

e ‘the telephone ying ag

i ~handed tiie ‘telephone

‘heard this man say, "Don't come out here.

iand get your money.

LTS IR

Mx,
~renarks at the tine,
- ~Tennessee, at approxi

the nan with the scax answexred the telephone.

HcFerren attached no

2in as he was passing the office and

He then

lic. MeFerren o
Co to lew Orleans

to the heavyset nan.
You Lnow ny brother."
significance o these

tihen he arxived hone at Somerville,
inately 6:15 p.u., Avril 4, 1988, he .

-« Note: See memo Rosen to DeLoach caotxoned MURKIN, 4/20 68, :
CL\i wjc EJNI vea.

Q10 /
) \‘/\

. .
4 . - « . [ T T
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-The Attorncy Goeneral B o ; . .

wvas advigsed by a neighbox that Martin Luther King, Jr.,

had been shot.: lMr. McFerren advi ed that the follow;ng day
ho obscerved a sketch of the assassin in a2 newspaper. The
artist's conception togetheyr vatn a description 2s read to
hin by his wif{e immediately nmade hin think of an individual
who had been employed at the LL and L Produce Conpany sone-
tire in the late fall oxr early winter last year. He believed
tihiis man to be identical with the sketch of the unknown
individual who shot Martin Luther Xing, Jr. He described
this individual as five feet nine inches tall, weighing 140
pounds, white male, slendex build and approxinately twenty-
five ycars of age. ;

: ‘Mr. McFerren vas reinterviewed by Heﬂphas Aﬂents 4
on April 18, 1268. Hr. McFerren stated he vas suspic;oug
because an indLV1dual he knows from Somerville, Tenunes ssee,
presently residing in Louzsiana, visited his residence on

- the‘ngorning of April 18,7098%, and asked questions regarding
his tr}vel., Mr. McFerren identified this individual as

.obnrt Powers _who came to lcFerven's residence with his wife

dr;v;n 1906~1967 late wmodel beilge Cadillac., Mr. McFerren
advzced he was not threatened by thiﬁ individual and the
only xcason he suspects Powers of being stranpe is that
McFerren states it ié not connon for o white nan to shake.
a Negro's hand in that particular envivonnent. '

Mr. McFerren vas shown six randon photographs,
oneg of which included the 1988 photograph of Eric Galt, and
he definitely elinipated Galt as the individual he saw at
the LL and L Produce Company and who he felt was identical
with the sketch he saw in the newspaper. MMr. McFerren °
picized three photographs o2 individuals vho are all under
twenty~Live years of age and do not resemble Galt at 2ll.,
One individual in the photo"r«pn is known to be in prison
8t this time and the other iwo are not. known to have been
in the ilemphis area at any tine, ‘QU h

\\\ Investigation d:sciosedfg;/ individuals refexrxred
to by Mg. McFerren vere Frani: Camilla L{p rto and Janes
Vllliau Iateh, Pzegxdenﬁ and Yice-Presidoent’ revpecuively
—oX LL'and I, Produce Conoanj. These individuvals have been

s 1nterv1ewed cud” ewohmcxcal}y deny ever discussing witn

/’)J “"\7 Ao /-’wu\n - ' ;
VAR Y ’

-t . L S R .
¥ : o - -y
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The- Attorney Gencxal . . .

-

anyone the possibility of shooting Reverend Dr. King orx
having any knowledge of the subject responsible for his
death. They stated that they may have nade derogatory
renarks about the actions of Martin Luther Hing, Jr.,

in MNenphis and that the fact that he had been responsible
for o logs of revenue by business establishments in the
Menphis area., They advised that such disparaging state=~
nents had been part of general conversation anong workers
in and around the produce company and other individuals
residing in the lMeumphis axea.

’ ¥ach of the individuals denied receiving any
telephone call wherein nmention was made of Martin Tather
King oxr the shooting of Martin Luther King, Taey stated
they did not have any knowledge concerning the shooting of
artin Luther King, Jr., while at work at the produce
company on April 4, 1968. Ir, Liberfo advised he
frequently makes trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, fox

—=pYroduce,, He stated it is common knowledge anong enployees

_and cusioxmers of his produce company that members of his
fanily reside in New Orleans and he frecquently mentions

. ~trips to Hew Orleans. He stated that most of the produce

is purchased through telephone conversations and this
_involves talking about large sums of money over the
telephone. Mr. Liberto stated he always cmploys Negro
males as helpers in the produce department and had not had
in his employnent at the produce company any individual
fitting the deseription of the unknown individual previcusly
described by Hr. McFerren. In this connection, Mr. MHcFeorren
was not identified at any time to Mr. Liberto as being the
source of the informaticn. . / ’

Ir. Liberto's brothex in Mew Orleans is being
interviewed for any information he noay have concerning
this natter, :

5 ‘

1 ~ The Deputy Attorney General

)l - ¥Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney Genexral

=

e - 23 ar - ¢
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) . . .5 r‘} , "
Director, FBI . . _ *

ASSASSINATION OF mmmﬁmragn gni:c, m

-

Refercnce {3 made to my memcranﬁum dated , AM 23 ) * .
1968, selting forth periinent details relative to inforzation iu'nished ’
by i\ir. John AicTFerren regarding his suspicions that circumstances ‘
which oceurred at the LL and L Produce Company in iemphis, '
zemteqsee, on April 4, 19068, might be related to the killing of .
,arun Lutha* i‘ilnu, Jr. \ ‘ k
" As you were previously advised, the owners of the LL and L
Produce Company denied havinz any connsction with the Eillinz and .
#ir. Frank Camillo Liberto, one of the owners, advised that he had S
relatives in New Orleans ard discussed large sums of mcuey when -
making produce purchases over the telepaone. ‘
Cther members of the Liberto !amily in New Orleans .
" have been Interviewed and they have advised that they have no g
knowlecge of the killing beyond accounts appearing in local news A
madia,
. Onthe basts of the information reported by Ar. McFerren - . ‘s .
~ and the information developed through our inquiries, it is not felt Surther
inquiries along these lines are warramed. ‘ -
\:5 ™
Returred herewith is the copy of the *Time" repart Y
previously furnished, A .r'd’g %
Enclosure ’ S —_— o o
| e -. A
1 - Tho Deputy Attorney General T , Tomon <
. ! o '_*E“ . . 0";;;,:‘: .
1 - Mr. Stephen J, Pollak . s
Assistant Attorney General ©4 T
EJM:vea (9) SEE NOTE PAGETWO = -
) R St
i';"'j; ’ ?”:’
s W ~ . o
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NOTE: '

The Attorncy General's office furnished a copy of a "Time"
report of information from John McFerren, Negro from Somerville, .-
Tennessec. 'The Attorney General was previcusly furnished substantic
information developed indicating there is no basis for McFerren's

information. The "Time" report-is being returned to the Attorney General

with additional information developed in connection with McFerren's story.
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URDER OF HARTEN. LUTHER KING, JR. T

. amma A

. iy
$ ! .

Inforrnation was received that 'ohn lMicFerren, .a
hedro oX Scrierville, Tennessee, had reported to "Tinc"
ﬁaﬂ%zine infornmation concerning, an individval possibly .
, involved in the assassination of iartin Luthex King, Jr.
Mr. He¥exren allegedly overheard one end of a telephone » 3
R conversation while at a produce narket in Meaphis on ~ .
. April 4, 1968, According to the report, Mr. lcFerren
. ovexhe “rd the individual state, "Saoot the S.0.B. on the .
it prleony. -~Dont't worrxy about the money. Your brother will -
. get it in Yew Qrleans.” lir., McFerren allegedly was ‘ e
. -contacted on April 18, 1908, by 2 vhite man fornerly ol ' AR
< e sw—Gomerville who now resides in ILouisiana. It was indicated’
that as a result of thls visit lir. McRerrcn ieared for his
BN own sa:ety. S ’

* LN

On April 8,.1908 Jr. MeFerren advised Agents of
> ’”'“‘“%nls Bureau tnﬁt be had picked up supplies Tor his grocery:
store a2t the LL and I. Produce Conuaay, lenphis, Tennessee,
. . on April 4, 1988. ‘At that tine he overheard a heavyset
e o eeeWRite pale talking on the telephone say, 'ili the S.0.B.
. on the balcony and get the job done. You will get your
$5,000." iir. MeFerven stated another white male with a
scar on his right cheek cane by at this tinz and told him
to go on to the back of the procduco cor pany ‘and help
hinself. A

T B e e O Bt s g gl

PR tatvgy

G After completing his business MNr, lMcFerren heard C :
) “;;uhe telephone ving again as he was passing the office and ’
w0 “the man with the scay answered the telephonrne. He then
: -handed the telephone to the heavyset nan. lir. McFerren -
‘heard this man say, "Don't come out here. Go io New Orleans

and get your mone;.' You Iknow ny brother."

v

[P FTS

Mr. ‘lcFerren attached no significance to these ;
renarks at the tine. When he arrived hone at Semﬁrville, :
‘Tbnneosee, at approxinately 6:15 p.n., April 4, 1538 . '
Note: See memo Rosen to DeLoach captioned MURKIN, 4/20/68 D

‘CLM:wjc EJMivea.
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vas advised by a neighbox that MMartin Luther King, Jr.,

had been shot.. lir, McFerren advised that the Lollowing day
ho obscrved a sketch of the assassin in & newspaper. The
artist's conception togethexr with a description as xread to
hin by his wife immediately nade hin tninu of an individual
wio had been cmployed at the LL and L Produce Company sone-=
tinme in tho late fall or early winter last year. He believed
this nman to be identical with the sketch of the unknown
individual wlo shot lar%tin Luther King, Jr. He described
this individual as five Xeet nine inches tall, weighing 140
pounds, white male, slender build and approxinately twenty-
Live years of age.

. Mr, NcFerren vas reintervicwed by Me nphis Aoenté‘ i

on April 18, 19638, Mr. lcFerren stated he wvas suspicious
because an indzvidual he knows fron Sonerville, Lennegsee,
presently residing in Louiﬂiana, visited his residence on
the‘mornlnﬂ of April 18,7195%, and asked questions regarding
his travel. Mr, Mcrerren identified this individual as
RobertiPovers vho canc to licPerren's residence with his wife
TATAVIngG 2, 1966-1967 late model beige Cadillac. Mr. McFerren
advised hé' was not threatened by this individual and the
only xecason he suspects Powers of being strange is that
McFeryen states it is not common for a white man to shake.

a Negro's hand in that particular-envivonnent., '

.. Mr, lcFerrcn vas shown six randon photographs,
one of which included the 1988 photograph of Eric Galt, and
he definitely elinipated Galt as the individual he saw at
the LL and L Produce Company and whdo he felt was identical
with the sketch he saw in the newspaper. Mr. McFerren
picked three photographs of individuals vho are all undex
twenty~Live years of age and do not resemble Galt at nll.
One individual in the photo«r«pn is known to be in prison
&t this tine and the other two ave not Pnonn to have been
in the ilemphis area at any tzne. /{, N

\\\ Investigation ¢ dxsclo e’ thy individuals refexrred
to by ig. McFerren were Frani Cﬁmi’la idgerto and Janes
wllliaaldatch, President and Vice=Prdsident respectively
of LLand I Produce Conoanj. These individuals have been
1nterv1ewed nd eﬂphacxcavly deny ever dxscus*xnw with

/',)) ""\] f{.- /LJJ\ w ) . '
7 .
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“The-Attorney Gencral ‘ , .

anyone the possibility of shooting Reverend Dr. King ox
having any knowledge of the subjcet xcsponsibvle for hig
death. fThey stated that they may have nade derogatory
venarks about the actions of MHartin Luther Hing, Jx.,

in lNemphis and that the fact that he had been Yyesponsible
for a loss of revenue by business establishnents in the
Hemphis area. They advisced that such disparaging state-
rients had been part of general coanversation among workexs
in and around the produce conpany and other individuals
residing in the MHemphis area.

: ¥ach of the individuals denied yeceiving any i
telephone call wherein mention was made of Martin Luthexr - - !
King or the shooting of iartin Luther King. They stated R
"they did not have any knowledge concerning the shooting of -

“Mar%in Luther King, Jr., while at work at ithne produce
company on April 4, 1968, IlMr, Liberto advised he
frequently nakes trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, for . '

. produce. Ile stated it is comwon knowledge anong employees
> -

A

_and custoners of his produce company that members of his
fanily reside in Kew Orleans and he frequently nentions
trips to Hew Orleans., He stated that most of the produce
is purchased through telephone conversations and this

telephone. Mr. Liberto stated he'always cmploys Negro

' males as helpers in the produce department and had not had

in his-enploynent- at-the-produce company any individual
fittinz the description of the uninown individual previcusly
deseribed by lMr. lMcFerren. In this connection, Mr. McFerren
was not identifiecd at any time to Mr. Liberto as being itne
source of the information. ! ’

Ur. Liberto's brothexr in New Orleans is being
interviewed for any information he may have concerning
this nattexr. : ¢
* . L ,./ .

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - ir. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney Genexral
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Dear Senator Eastland;

I read in the local newspaper where your commities is considering
investagating the Dr. King case. I would like to inform you and the
committee that 1 would cooperate in any such hearing, However, at
the time I am going to attempt to gat the guiity plea set aside, 1 kuow
that the 0dds against having this done ave greatly against me. Butl
think Cue to the unusual circumstances in the guilty plea it mite be
possible. I personaly did not shoot Dir. Kingkut X kaliove I am partly
regponsible for his death, I will briefly attempt to explain why 1
entercd the guilty plea. At the time Mr. Pery Foreran aggredio
takce over the defense from Mr. Avthur Hanés we had a verbal -

‘agresment that their would be no guilty plea, as I wantedto try the -

case in court, Ibad every reason to believe during the first two

months Mr. Foreman was on the case their would be a trial, during

{hat psriod Mr. Foreman had me sign a new contract with him and.

Mr. Huie giving Mr. Foreman all the money from any of Mr. Hule's -
money making ventures. (I had sign another contract with Mr, Huie

and Mr. Hanes) Shorily after this ¥Mr. Foreman came to visit me

and he had a plcture for me to look at. This picture was about

8 % 10 in, Air. Foreman said Mr. Huie had given him the picture

and that Mr. Hute had got the picture from someone in the federal
government. The pleture contain 2 or 3 men followed by two or 3
policemen. Mr, Foreman desciibed on_ of the men in the picture

ag an ‘antl communist' cuban refuges who was arrested at the time
president Kennedy was shot. "The arrest took place in Dallas I was.
told" I was asked if I would identify the man if he was broughtto - .
Memphis. I said no, althoe he did look similar to the person Iwas
involved with, After I wouldn't identify this man, about all Iwas told ™.
was that I would go to the electric chair if I went to trial, I was even
told my family wanted me to plead guiity, but X found out this was not

s0. ‘But'I did not plead guilty for the above reasons. -1 did so because

1 did not want o go to trial with a lawyer whothought he was goinz to
lose. I believe i you think you will loge you proably will, On the day
before I plead guilty I signed another contract with Mr, Foreman, In
this one I agreed to give him $165, 000, he agzeed to give my brother
$500, 00 in the event I wanted to hire another Iawyer to reopen the ]
case. .Mr. Foreman wrote into the contract that if I embarres him =
(disagreed) in the court room he could withdraw, the old confract -
would go into effect and I would be without funds to hire another = ..
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attorney. Getting back to Mr. Huie for 2 minute, while Mr. Hanes
was my attorney r. Hule asked me through him about public figuves
and various organizations, Igot the impression that he thought thsir
was a conspiracy but he wanted to name the conspirators. "Andl '
sometime felf that my attorneys were working for him instead of

for me. In cloging I would like to say if I can't get the case reopen,
their should ke an invegestion, as1have signed over $200, 600 to
attorneys and not 1/207of the wilnesses have been interview. Noone
went to Los Angeles or New Orleans where 1 think much of the
evidence lies, Afr. Foreman said in open court that he didn®t

trust Investigators, and the one Mr. Hanes hired never left Memphis.
I would also like to say that despile what the papers and book writer's ,
quote me as saying, 1have no jnteniion of discussing this case vAth
anyone *verbaly’ until it is closed. If 1 have anything to saf ITwill ¥ |
gay it in court or to lawyers, or in letter form like this lettexr.

Sincerely, James BE. Ray.

" CcopY:mls
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3.14-69

Deaxr Scnator Dastland; .
1 read in the local newsovaper where your committee is consicering
investagating the Dr. King case. I would like to inform you and the
commitiee that I would cooperate in any such heaving, Bowever, at
the time I am going to atterapt to get the guilty plea set aside, Iknow
that the odds against having this done are greally against me. Butl
think due to the unusual circumstances in the guilty plea it mite be
possible. 1 personaly did not shoot Dr. King but I believe I am parily
responeible for his death, I will briefly attempt to explain why I -
entered the guilty plea. At the time Mr. Pery Foreman aggred to
take over the dsfense from Myr. Arthur Hands we had a verbal <
agreoment that their would be no guilty plea, as I wanted to {ry the ~
case in court, I had every reason to balieve during the first two
months Mr, Foreman was on the case their would be a trial, during
that period Mr. Foreman had me sign a new contract with him and.
Mr. Hule giving Mr. Foreman all the money from any of Mr. Huie's
money making ventures. (I had sign another contract with Mr. Huie
and Mr. Hanes) Shorily after this Mr. Foreman came to visit me
and he had 2 picture for me to look at. This picture was about
8 x 10 in, Mr, Foreman sa2id Mr, Huie had given him the picture
and that Mr. Huie had got the picture from someone in the federal
government. The picture contain 2 or 3 men followed by two or 3
policemen. Mr. Foreman described on of the men in the picture
as an 'anti communist' cuban refugee who was arrested at the time
president Kennedy was shot. '"The arrest took place in Dallagi wasg- |
told" I was asked if I would identify the man if he was brougbt to i
Memphis. I sald no, .althoe he did look similar to the personIwas .
fnvolved with, After I woulda't identify this man, about all 1 was told -
was that I would go to the electric chair if I went to trial, X was even
told my family wanted me to plead guilty, but I found out this was not
go. But I'did not plead guilty for the above reasons. I did sobecause
1 did not want to go to irial witha lawyer who thought he was going to
loze. I believe if you think you will loge you proably will, On the day
2fore I plead guilty I signed another contract With Mr. Foreman. In
this one I agreed to give him $165, 600, he agreed fo give my brother
$500, 60 in the event I wanted fo hire another lawyer to reopen the ,
cass, Mr, Foreman wrote into the contract that i I embarres him -
(disagreed) in the court room he could withdraw, the old confract ..
would go into cffect and I would be without funds {o hire another
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attorney. Getting bacik to Mr. Hule for a minute, while Mr. Hanes’
wag my attorney Mr. Bule acied me through him about public figures
and varioug crganizations, I got the impresslon that he thougnt their
was a conspiracy but he wanted to name the conspirators, AndI -
sometime_ felt tual my altorneys were working for him instead of
for me, In cloging I would like to asay if I can't get the case reopen,
thelr should be an invegestion, as 1 have signed over $200, 600 to """
attorneys and not 1/20 of the witnegses have been interview, No ore
went to Los Angeles or New Orleans where I think much of the
evidence lies. #fr. Foreman said in opon court that he didn't

trust investigators, and the one Mr,. Hanes hived never left Memphis,

I would also like to say that despite what the papers and book writer's’

- quote me as saying, Ihave no intention of discussing this case with

anyone 'verbaly’ wntil it is closed. If I have anything to say I will+
gay it in court or to lawyers, or in letter form like this leiter.

Sincerely, James E, Ray.

COPY:mls
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Mr, DeLoach ~ March 17, 1969
, - * . _.%-m-.mm:ch*
; : t --Mr. Rosen
As Rogen 1w Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan

This {8 the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King.

Reference is made {o the teletype from the New York Office
concerning Attorney Jack Greenberg, Director of the Legal Defonse ‘
Fund, NAACP, New York, who advised that Attorney Russell Thompson,
Memphis, Tenncssee, was to meet with Groenberg on 3/17/69 to furnish
names of other people involved with Ray ia the Martin Luther Xing killing,
Thompson professed to have once represented James Earl Ray.

’ Grm sm«tid aa FBI Agent be present at the meeting
a8 he had no way to evaluate the Information to be furnished by ‘Thompsoa.

ACTION TAKEN:

In sccordance with the Director’s instructions, we told the
New York Office that Thompson has not beent forthright and if Thompson
wis 0 urnish any information he and Greenberg can cometoour -
New York Office and give it. ‘ ’

The New York Cifice attempted to reach Gresnberg in the
morniag but was advised he was at a meeting and would not be available
until later, At 3:00 p.m. the afternoon of 3/17/69 Greenberg advised
Agent Young of the New York Office that he had met with Thompseon and
he had reams of materisl the aature of which he could not understand.
Greenberg was advised that if lie or Thompson wanted to furnish any
information we would be glad to receive it. So far, no information has
been furnished a8 of this writing. ’ ,

. ARige
{6) .
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Mr. Rosen March 14, 1960
1 - Mr. Rosen
C.L. McGowan - - Mr. Malley
/= Mr. McGowan
l Mr. Long
MURKIN

On 3/14/69, Attorney Jack Greenberg, Counsel for the
MmmwmfwmAmdedmdmh, New York
City, contacted the New York Office and advised that he plans to meet
with Attorney Russell Thompson, Memphis, Tomeuee,atNoncrk
City, on Monday, 8/17/69, at 9:00 A.M. Greenberg relnted that Thompson
reportedly has some information concerning & conspiracy in comnection
viththeshyingdmrtinmmxhg,.!r. which he wished to furnish

. Mr. Greenberg requested that the New York Office have an

to Greenberg
Agent present at his meeting with Mr. Thompson.

SAC Robert G, Jensen, Memphis, was contacted on 3/14/69
to determine what information he might possess concerning Thompson.

SAC Jensen advised that mﬁpm’smnmme is Russell X,
Thompson and that he is of the white race and was or still is an atiorney
in an integrated law firm,

SAC Jensen stated that based on his independent recollection,
Thompson on either April 10 or 11, 1968, but before James Ear]l Ray was
identified by fingerprints on April 19, 1968, as the assassin, advised
the Memphis Office that he was visited by a man who gave the impression
that he might want some legal advice in the future. Because of a
poesible client-attorney relationship, Thompson did not furnish this
man's name, Thompson related that the man stated that material found
atthcmctthoklngahylwm@ég;ndthttharulmurdarmm
was & Savage rifle which had already mefted down. This man also reportediy
mThompmﬂuMos'MercumaMmumngmm
because the assassin got away on a motorcycle. The man also told
Thompson that a Cadillac was of interest in this case.

Thompson described this man as a blond Latin who had a
Denver, Colorado, address.

Jensen further advised that after Ray had been publicly
identified, Thompson was again in contact with the Memphis Oftice probably

.?JB:mfd CONTINUED - OVER
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McGowan to Rosen Memo
Re: MURKIN

‘early in May of 1968 at which time Thompson advised that the man who
had contacted him in early April, 1968, was probably a mental case, On
this second contact with the Memphis Office, Thompson still did not
reveal the man's name,

SAC Jensen advised that to the best of his knowledge the
above two contacts with Thompson are the only contacts the Memphis
Office has had with Thompson. Jensen stated he was not aware of any
derogatory information concerning Thompson.

ACTION:

For information,
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Mr. Rosen March 14, 1969
//f 1.~ Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr, Malley
' 1~ Mr. McGowan
57 fl he Mr. ng
MURKIN |

On 3/14/69, Attorney Jack Greenberg, Counsel for the

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, New York

City, contacted the New York Office and advised that he plans to meet

with Attorney Russell Thompson, Memphis, Tennessee, at New York

City, on Monday, 3/17/69, at 9:00 A, M. Greenberg related that Thompson

reportedly has some information concerning a conspiracy in connection

with the slaying of Martin Luther King, Jr. which he wished to furnish

to Greenberg. Mr, Greenberg requested that the New York Office have an
- Agent present at his meeting with Mr. Thompson.

SAC Robert G. Jensen, Memphis, was contacted on 3/14/69
to determine what information he might possess concerning Thompson,

SAC Jensen advised that Thompson's full name is Russell X.
Thompson and that he is of the white race and was or still is an attorney
in an integrated law firm,

' SAC Jensen stated that based on his independent recollection,
Thompson on either April 10 or 11, 1968, but before James Earl Ray was
identified by fingerprints on April 19, 1968, as the assassin, advised
the Memphis Office that he was visited by a man who gave the impression
that he might want some legal advice in the future. Because of a
possible client-attorney relationship, Thompson did not furnish this
‘man's name. Thompson related that the man stated that material found
at the scene of the King slaying wag;%%and that the real murder weapon
was 2 Savage rifle which had already/niélted down. This man also reportedly
told Thompson the authorities' interest in a white mustang was wrong
because the assassin got away on a motorcycle, The man also told
Thompson that a Cadillac was of interest in this cage. @ ' .
\ 1} i E 3

Thompson described this man as a blond Latin who had a
Denver, Colorado, address, e

a‘ o
Jensen further advised that after Ray had been publicly
identified, Thompson was again in contact with the Memphis Office probably

'lng:mfd CONTINUED - OVER
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McGowan toRosen Memo

Re: MURKIN

early in May of 1968 at which time Thompmadvinedtlntthemanwho
had contacted him in early April, 1068, was probably a mental case., On

this second contact with the Memphis Office, Thompson still did not
reveal the man's name.

* BAC Jensen advised that to the best of his knowledge the
above two contacts with Thompson are the only contacts the Memphis
Office has had with Thompson. Jensen stated he was not aware otany
derogum-y m!ormauon concerning Thompson.

ACTION:

For information.
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Mr. DeLoach ) March 14, 1969

’ )g"mg DQLO ﬂﬁh
. | ’ -'Ml‘. m&l
A. Rosen 1-Mr, Malley
* ' 1-Mr. McGowan
MURKIN — ' (DMr. Long

This 18 the case lovolving the rourder of Martin Luther King.

Tn accordance with approval, I ealted Jerris Leonard,
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, and gave him a
brief run down of the interview which SAC Jensea had with subject
James Earl Ray at the Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville,
Tennessoe, yesterdsy (8/13/69). : {

After giviag him & run down, he said he was most
appreciative and wanted to know If we were going to falk with Ray
sgain, Itold him we had planned to do that perhaps sometime today.
He asked to be advised along the same lines ag abova, : .

1t is recalled he had called the first thing this morning
asking that he be advised of the results of the interview because he
was {0 meet the Attorney General with Will Wilson of the Criminal
Division concerning the possibility of any future action against Ray.
In thiz connection, it was mentiened by Leonard they might consider
ealling him before a grend jury inardertoquosﬁonhimmdgxoﬂh.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: '

‘ As previously indicated, Jensea plans to try to talk with
Ray today. He was instructed to advise me definitely concerning this
and also to advise the Buresu of the results of such an interview,

In talking with Leonard, ' ¥ again stressed the Director's
views thet it is most important that our visits with Ray not be publicized
a8 the press and TV wounld descend upon the penitentiary and cut off any
possibility of getting Ray to cooperate to smy degree.

You will be sdvised of further developments,

ADDENDUM: Subsequent to the above, I was advised | the

ARiige Nashville Reaident Agency that Jensen 1s meeting wtthlgay at
(©) the state penitentiary. We will get the results of such interview
“hter today and you will be advised. Shortly after this call,

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach k
Re: MURKIN \ .

I receivad a personal call from Jensén, who sald he had been in to see Ray
and that Ray said he was not talking, he had thought the matter over during
the night and he was not goini-to talk, He indicated on the way up from
Memphis, Tennessee, to Nashville when he was tranaported by state officials
he had sald shout three words and the newspapers had made & story out of
that. He said he was not going to talk any more, Jensen lndicated he thea
}gtt and hefore dolng s0 sald if Ray changed his mind he could write him a
er. ﬁ

If approved by the Director, Leonard will be advised that Ray

© refused to do any talking today.

-l -
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1 -~ MI‘ . Demaeh
1 -« Mr. Rosen
1 = My, Malley
r. DeLoach 3/13/69
) ;\ r MI’ .HCGWM

Long
A, Fosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
MURKIN

With reference to the above matter SAC Jensen, Memphis,
hag made arrangements te get into the prison at Nashville, Tennessee,
at 1:30 p.m., Nashville time today, which is 2:30 p.m. ,Washington,
D.C. time. He is to call the Bureau and advise us at such time as
the interview is underway. It is not known whether Ray will be
communicative. Jensen states he plans to approach Ray along rather
than take another Agent with him inasmuch as Ray may feel he is
being outnumbered. He feels this is desirable on the first
in order to determine Ray's attitude. Jensen is fully familiar with
the facts of this case.

Jensen was advised it was hoped that arrangements were made
80 no press or TV would descead on the penitentiary en masse, Jensén
_stated insofar as he knew thére was no indication of this. Jonsen states
'he is taking the position that he was on & routine visit to Nashville at
which time he is making the usual checks of the Resident Agency, etc.
1 advised Mm that Depyty Assistant Attorsey General Owen of the Civil
Rights Division asked to be advised when we plan to interview Ray. It
-min&eﬁ:;lt&t%m'wmobjeeﬁmwnehumum”htmm

In this connection in accordance with the Director's approval we
will let Owen knew at such time as the interviow is underway. Owen
will be advised that no public statement should be made as the press
and TV would descond on the penitentiary en masse,

AR:WW
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