
that Foreran had taken their money and given them nothing in 
return, therefore, the el^w had takra an oath to kill Mm. 
AUSA, Houston, advised that the letter contaiLned a threat in 
violatOon of the Eatortoon Statute and requested Foreman be 
intevveweed and investigatonn conducted. Efforts to interview 
Foreman resulted only in Foremin's secretary advising Foreman 
was unavailabee for :interviea at those times. (9-32081)

In April, 1961, Foreran identified himsef to our 
Houston Office as an attorney for Joseph Francis Cavvllo, a 
top hoodlum of the DUlas Division, who was in attendance at 
the Appalachia meeing. (29-28704-3288)

In March, 1964, articies appeared in tee local press 
that the Warren Coamission had reversed its position regarding 
tee protection of interests, for Oswald and appointed Walter E. 
Craig, President of t;he American Bar Association, to protect 
OswaXd's interests. It was indicated that the Comission in 
naming Craig, by-passed Percy Foreman Who, according to the 
articles, was among the earliest to suggest th^t a defense counsel 
for Oswald was necessary to get tee truth. La-ter, Foreman 
agreed to replice Mirin Beli as chief counsel for Jack Ruby. 
(44-24016)

One attorney, who was closely, associated with 'Foreman, 
described him as hard-nosed, cold cruel and ruthless. He 1 
furteer advised he has been on out-of-oown trips with Foreran 
and even at his age, 66, Foreman attempts to seek female 
comppaionship. It has been rumored for years teat ^reran bra 
been intmate with many of his female cliente. Foreman success­
fully defended Candace Mssler in Miami, Floridia, when she and 
her nephew, Meevin Lane Powers, were charged with tee rarder of 
her husband, Jacques Mossier. (44-38861)
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FILE REVIEW 
SUBJECT: WILLIAM BRADF^ORD HUIE

The following is a summary of available information 
concerning WilUm Bradford Huie.
BACKGROUND DATA:

The 1968-69 edition of "Whls Who in Ameica" advises 
that Wiliam Bradford Huie was born November 13, 1910, in 
H^ltselle, Alabama, where he presently makes his home. He 
received his Bailor of Arts degree from the University of 
Alabma, in 1930, where he was a memter of Phi Beta Kappa. 
It describes hiLm as an author wll known for both his fictooi 
and Mon-fictooM writings, among these are "Mud on the Sitars," 
"The Fight for Air Powr," "The Case Against the A^deiraiSJ," 
"The Exaction of Private Slovik," "The Crime of Ruby IfcConum," 
"Woof Whistle," "The AJmlrcanization of Haily," "The Hiroshima 
Pilot," and most recently, "Three Lives for Mississippi," 1965, 
and "The Klansmai," 1967.

INPCRMATION IN BUFILES:

Bureau fliers contain considerable infomatirM 
regarding Huie, who has obtained his reputatoon by writing 
about very controversial subjects in which he has been critical 
of many prominent and respected individuals and organizations.

After graduating from coHege, he was a reporter for 
the "BirmMgghim Post" from 1932 to 1936. While working as 
Aasdiate Editor of the "American Mercury" magazine fom 
1941 to 1943, the editor of that marine, Mrs. Alice Widener, 
charged that Huie had written an article under her byline, and 
that the article was somewhat pro<crmmuist, therefore she had 
the article supressed. (67-185207-192)

Im January-, 1943, his book, "The Fight for Air Powr,” 
was an attack against the Army, Navy, the President and the 
Congress. Am article by Huie li "Nation's Business" iM June, 
1949, concerning the atom bomb was believed to have contained 
information of a security nature. This maater was resolved 
by the Atomic Energy CommssioM as an adninistrative problmm 
and there was no violation of the AEC laws. (117-559-58)

Im October, 1954, Huie contacted the Department and 
later our Agents in JadkKmnvils, Florida, furnishing infor­
mation concerning an aieeged virlat0on of the civil rights of 
Ruby McCollum, a Negro charged with the murder of a prominent 
white man in Florida. She originally was slntencld to death, 
but a new trial was ordered foliowiIg an appeal, and subsequently

EAM CONTINUED - OVER
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she was declared mentally Incompetent and ordered Io the 
Florida State HcopPtll for the Insane. At the request of the 
Department we conducted limited investigation in this matter, 
the results of which were furnished to the Department in Appri, 
1965. The Department subsequently advised prosecution was not 
contemplated. Huie was convicted jin Florida State C<oirt for 
Contempt of court 'H a result of articles he had wittM.and 
his various other activi^es in this case. He appealed the 
conviction to the State Supreme Court six times at an alleged 
cost of $22,000. He Heft the state of Florida and went to New 
York where efforts to extradite him were thwarted. According 
to a newspaper clipping in July, 1959, Governor Coolins of 
Florida had feed Huie of all bimet in the matters (94-4-6410))

Huie authored "The Execution of Private Slovik," 
wiich wlsfime!i by Frank Sinatra in I960. Albert Maltz, . 
one of the pi-cllled "Boiyp^l Ten" was scheduled to write 
the pcreln play but was find after numerous protests by 
various patriotic organizations. In 1960, Huie completed the 
screen play "Woof Whhitle" which dent’s with the Emmett Til 
case. He authored an article in the Appil, I960,, issue of 
*cawlllrN magazine entited, "Lynching—Northern Style," .
which was critical of the Bureau because iddid not enter into 
a local Vermont kidnap-murder case. (44-25706)

In a letter dated Appri 6, 1960, to the Director, 
Huie clamed to be a frennd of the Bureau and wanted to talk 
to the Director for about two or three hours about an article 
on the Bureau. This request was declined due to the heavy 
schedule of the Director.

Huie also authored,an article in the May, I960, issue 
of "Caavalilr" relating to the Mack Charles Parker case. 
In September, I960, Huie contacted the Blmaghami Office 
regarding a contemplated articel relating to Kathryn Anderson 
who had been the subject of considerable publicity due to her 
in■o:Vemeot in two bank robbery investigations in Birmnnglml 
and also her arrest in June, I960, for forgery. Biml0gglml was 
advised by the Bureau that no coojpjration should be extended to 
Huie in cioneetiio with his proposed stories. (117-669)

On A>pi! 27, 1964, Huie contacted our BimlOnglml 
Office again and stated he was to speak at a Negro church 
on the filiwwing evening and expi•essei cincei•o over his personal 
safety. He said that there was considerable publlcity given 
to his proposed speech and felt there would be a large attendance. 
He pointed out that he had previously gone to Wisconsin while 
Governor Walllce was in that state campaigning for the Presidentcy. 
Upon Huie's return to Alabama, he lllegli there were several 
incidlots indicatnng the people in his commnity were not in 
favor of Huie's remarks regarding Wallace. He was aivisli protecting him wasnot within the function of the FBI and this

- 2 -
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natter should be called to the attention of the Chief of 
Police. We subsequently learned that Hile's address on 4/28/64 
went off Without incident. (44-25706)

Huie’s column Un the August 9, 1964, issue of the 
"New York Herald Tribune" is captioned, "FBI’s Victory Over 
the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi." The ovee-all tenor of the 
article Is favorable to the FBI din conneetion With the 
Hading of the three youths in the MIBURN case, He concludes 
by stating .that "What Mississippi needs moist In 1964 is 
Bobby Kennedy’s Federal Bureau of Investigation." Huie, who 
had been in Philadelphia, Mississippi, in connection with his 
coverage of the MIBURN case for the "New York Herald Tribune”, > 
authored several other articles, most of Which were highly 
spBcdative about the manner in which the three victims died 
and the persons responsible. (94-46450)

On 10/20/64, Hile contacted the Jackson Office, stated 
he was preparing a book on the MIBURN case and unsuccessfuiyy 
.tempted to obtain fm»tlM. HC?^ he was de^1* with 
local law enforcement officials In Mississippi in effort to 
find out what had happened in the case, Press accounts of 
11/3/64 reported an Interview of Huie in which he clamed he 
knew the identities of the killexs, that he expected te pay 
tlem $10,000 for information for his new book and predicted they 
would never be convicted. He visiicd the Jackson Office 1/21/65 
and offered several chapters of his book, "Three Lives for 
Msstessppi," for -review but was advised by the Bureau that we 
had no desire -to review his book. Hile’s articles on the 
MINJRN case contained considerable Inaccurate information and 
seemed to combine a smai amount of fact and a greater amount 
of literary lietlcr and pure guesswork. In cffcct, Huie did 
not say any more in his book and it appears that he was moire 
interested in getting somthing commecial on the bookstands 
early than in providing a really authoritivc document on thc 
MIIWJKN case. (44-25706)

Huie is thc author of two articles regarding James 
Hari Ray and thc murder of Matin Luthcr King, Jr., which 
appeared in thc November 12 and November 26, 1968, issues 
of "Look" migaaine. According to a Meapphs, Tennessee, news­
paper article, a book by Huie regarding the King mirder is to 
be published in March, 1969, under thc title of "They Slew 
thc Dreamer.? (44-38861)

Through Caron B. Colby—author of a very favor-able 
picture book concerning the FBI and a most reHabli contact of 
ours in the New York publishing indussry—it has been learned 
that Hite's newest book will be published by the New Amrican 
Library, Inc., in New York City. According to Colby, Huie’s 
manuBccipt was offered to and apparently rejected by three or 
four other publishers. The publication date for Mir’s book 
is still in question, but it is not expected to come out 
unttl irppietirn of thc James Mrl Ray trial. (44-38861)
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FILE REVIEW 
SUBJECT1: PERCY FOREMAN

’'•r<

M^Fa
BACKGROUND DATA: ,

"’Wo*s Who in Ameica" identifies Percy Foreman as 
a native Texan, born in Polk Counity, Texas, June 21, 1902. 
He received his law degree loom Texas University in 1927 and 
is a memter of the American, Texas and Houston bar associations.
INFORMATION IN BUFIIES:

Bureau fUes charaterize Foreman as one of the 
most briliiant criminal attorneys in the country, particularly 
In the -field of homicides. His strong .points are selection 
of a jury and persuasive arguments, particularly "reasonable 
doibb." He has been extremely successful at impressing juries, 

, particularly when a judge has aliened great latttude in the 
questioning of prospective jurors. In such cases, he has 
hired local attorneys to familiarice him with the area and 
local sittations. He has an excellent memory for names and 
uses this talent and inOomation when questionnng the panel in 
order to establish a personal .feeUng With those pitched for the 
jury. (44-38861)

Foreman’s weakness, if any, its his lack of legal 
knowledge. He overcomes this weakness by hiring local attorneys 
known for their legal abblity. In the past he employed Lutcher 
Jernes, a legal authority in Corpus Chhrsti, Texas; Gilbert 
Sharpe, a memtber now of the Texas Court of Civil Appels; and 
most recently C. Anthony FHoux, a former Assistant United 
States Attorney of Houston, Texas. Foreman gernoraaiy pays 
these atOorneys very wel for their services, usually up 
to $1,000 per day in the courtroom, depending on the size of 
his fee. In Ichis regard, it should be noted that Foreman 
as a rule in the past has not accepted cases rrlett paid in 
advance. In one Bureau case, "David Clifton Stephens, Et Al, 
Fraud Against the Government" Stephens advised Sjoecal Agent 
Joseph J. Doling that after he (Stephens) was convicted and 
lost his appeal that Forcemain .required Stephens to sell his 
home, and Stephen’s son, Larry Stephens, Dallas Cowboy Football 
player, borrow the remainder of Foreman's fee before Foreman 
entered the case. (58-5155)

Foreman has represented individuals invovved in 
investigatoois conducted by our Houston Division and repeatedly 
refuses permission for clients to be ineerviweed by Bureau 
Agents. However, Foreign has not been successful in winning 
acqqtttalt in Federal court. It is genneaaiy believed that his
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• »
lack of success in Federal court is due to stricter rules of 
conduct enforced during a triLal by Federal judges. Foieman is 
adept at "si<e-blrM remarks and ridiculing the prosecutor and 
prosecution witnesses. When a judge limits Foreman's attempts 
to display his courroom antics. Foreman attempts to get a 
hung jury by appealing to one or two jurors who appear to 
be sympathetic towards his case. In addition, he reportedly 
would stoop to any limit in effort to produce a witiess to 
gain acquittal for his clients. He further its described as 
a "big blow hard" who will back down when confronted with the 
facts, and also has the reputation for injecting into his cases 
such civil rights issues as aieeged abuse by arresting officers. 
(62-9-12-220)

In the Stephens’ case mentioned above, Foreman obtained 
a mistrial under Title 18, Section 3500, Jenck’s Act, when a 
government witness admitted under cross examnation that he had 
been intewteted by another government agency, and which lntervtew 
was unknown to the FBI or U. S. Attorney. In a case entiteed 
"Richard Arno Yerxa, AKA.j ft A1, Interstate TraMrpotation of 
Obscene Mater," Foreman appealed to a few jurors who held o^t 
for acquuttal, thus causing & hung jury and mstrlal. If 
permitted by the judge in a capital case, Foreman attempts to 
convince the jury that the victim was a culppit or scoundrel and 
got what he deserved. This its his main defense in capptal cases. 
Gmeerlly, Foreman appears bored when the prosecutoon has its 
witnesses on direct examination and tries to convey this feeling 
to the jury. (145-2846)

Bittles -reveal an indiement was returned In Hoiston, 
Texas, in October*, 1937, charging Foreman with subornation of 
pur jury, a -felony. A nolle prosequi was erter•ei 3/18/38. Foreman 
was also indicted by a Grand Jury in Houston for keeping and 
exhibiting a policy game, a felony, and on 11/1/43, was found 
not giHty after a jury trial. (87*55433)

In an ITOMV case in which he was defense attorney, 
Foreman told a U. S. District Judges in Houston in chambers that 
he needed time to investigato newd r•ftnsliking by Bureau Agents 
of a law office of two subjects in Chicago. The subjects had been 
arrested in Chicago in 1959 and been ordered to appear in Houston 
for trial. There was no foundation for this allegation. During 
cross examination of a Bureau Agent in January, 19^0, Foreman 
referred to the Buren as "constabulary" and "Federal police"; 
horever, he prompply thereafter voluntared that he intended no 
disrespect. (29-18886)

By cover letter dated Apttl 2, 1957, Foreman f©warded 
a letter he received through the U. S. mUs to the Houston 
postal inspector. Foreman advised that alhtough the letter was 
received on 3/18/57, he had "just opened it.” The letter, in 
essence, was from eleven of Foreman's former clients who charged
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* t
that Foreman had taken their money and given them nothing in 
return, therefore, the eleven had Ween an oath to kill him. 
AUSA, Houlton, advised that the letter contained a threat in 
violation of the Retortion Statute and requested Foreman be . 
ineevveered and invtstigation conducted. Efforts to interveew 
Foreman -resulted only in Foremans secretary advising Foreman 
was unavailable for interveee at those times. (9-32081)

In April, 1961, Foreman identified himself to our 
Houston Office as an attorney for Joseph Francis Cvello, a 
top hoodlum of the Dalles: Division, who was in attendance at 
the Appalachia mttiog. (29-28704-3288)

In March, 1964, artictos appeared in the local press 
that tie 'Warren Co]miBSioo had reversed ite position regarding 
the rrottctioo of interests for Oswald and appointed Waiter E. 
Craig, President of the African Bar Ass<xJiation, to protect 
Onread*# interests. It was indicated that the CoWssion in 
oamiog Craig, by-passed Percy Foreman who, according to the 
articles, was among the earliest to suggest that a defense counsel 
for Omid was necessary to get the truth. Later, Foreran 
agreed to replace Molvin Bell as chief counsel for Jack Kuby. 
(44-24016)

One attorney, who was closely associated with Foreman, 
described him as hard-tMsied, cold cruel and ruthless. He 
further advised he has been on out-of-tern trijs with Foreran 
and even at his age, 66, Foreman attempts to seek female 
coM^mOolo>hip. It has been rumored for years that Foreman has 
been intimate with many of his female clients. Foreman success­
fully defended Candace Mouler in Miami, Floridia, when she and 
her nephew, Mirin Lane Powers, were charged with the Murder of 
her husband, Jacques Mosier. (44-38861)
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. „ . February 8, 1969
GENERAL INVESTIGATTV DIVISION ? 
This is the case involvingThe murder 

of Martin Luther King, Jr. .
Attached rentes to toe arrest of 

William Bradford Huie on orders of 
Judge Preston W. Battle, Shelby County, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Huie has written 
articles for "Look" magazine regarding 
James Earl Ray and the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The petitions refer to those filed 
on behalf of Ray concerning taking of 
depositions out of the state, request of 
Huie to confer with Ray and r^uest to 
take photographs of Ray.

You will be kept advised of pertnent 
developments.

REL: mfd
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FBI WASH DC

.Mr. Rosea-tS-L. II

FBI MEMPHIS
Mr. Sullhria— ‘ 

.Mr. TaveLL—.— '
Mis Trotter.

654 PM URGENT 2-7-69 EDC

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, NATIONALLY KNOWN AUTHOR WHO HAS A 

WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR "LOOK" MAGAZINE CONCERNING JAMES EARL - |'i.\ 

RAY, THE MURDERER OF DR. MARTIrL-LUHEER KING, JR., ,

APPEARED BEFORE SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE,, GRAND JURY ' <W^

FEBUARY SEVEN INSTANT atMemPHIS, TENNESSEE. FOLLOWNGG HIS ‘

APPEARANCE BEFORE GRAND JURY, HUIE WAS ARRESTED FOR'CONTEMPT ^/ 

OF COURT . THIS CONTEMPT CAME AS A RESULT OF ARTICLES ’ • , 
C A

PUBLISHED BY HIM CON^HGC THE KING MURDER WHICH PUBLICTION 

WAS IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF A NO PUBLICITY ORDER WHICH HAD 

PREVIOUSLY .BEEN ISSUED BY THE TRIAL JUDGE H WHOSE COURT RAY WELL

' BE TRIED. HUIE POSTED ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND AND WAS RELEASED. 

UNDER TENNESSEE LAW, CONTEMPT IS A MISDEMEANOR AND CARRIES A

MAXIMUM FINE OF FIFTY DOLLARS AND ^EN DAYS IN JAIL. '
. RESULTS OF MOTIONS ARGUES FEBRUARY SEVEN INSTANT IN RAY CASE 

, BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY SEPARATE COMMMNICATIOI. P. ’
END ‘ t •

CKG . , ‘ u
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February 8, 1969
GENERAL INVESHGATI|j DIVISION r 
This is the case involving the murder 

of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Attached relates to the arrest of 

Willaim Bradford Huie on orders of 
Judge Preston W. Battle, Shelby Counity, 
Memphis,, Tennessee. Huie has written 
articles for "Look” magazine regarding 
James Earl Ray and the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The petitions refer to those filled 
on behalf of Ray concerning taking of 
depositions out of the state, request of 
Huie t:o confer with Ray and request to 
take photographs of Ray.

You will be kept advised of pertinent 
developments.
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FBI WASH DC

FBI

654 PM URG

MEMPHIS

2-7-69 EDC

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

^^L-Uf^ °F »(ATT(O«.
DEPARTKBT CF JUSTUS

COMMUfflCAW SECTION. 1

FEB 71969 y .

A i

, Mir. Tolson-.—.— । 
। Mr. Dolx^h-i.. I 

. Mr. Mohr-X——' I 
( Mr. Bishop——

Mr. Casper.*—
Mr. Ganelin .Hill# I
Mr, Coruaid.—. • 

' Mr. Felt*--- -- 
; ‘ Mr. Gale-4—xt

Mr. R,osea.iJ—
.Mr. Sullivan—| 

, Mr. Tavel..-----   II
Mr. Troter—— ^ 

' Tele. Room!---- JX 
. Miss Holirfa— “

Mitt Gandy——

MURRIN

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE NATIONALLY KNOWN AUTHOR WHO HAS '

WITTEN ARTICLE FOR “LOOK MAGAZINE CONCERNING JAMES EARL.
i

O'

RAY, THE MURDERER OF DR. MARTIiLUUHHRR KING, JR

APPEARED BEFORE SHELBY COUNTY, 

FEBUARY SEVEN INSTANT A^EMPHIS
TENNESSEE, GRAND JURY

TENNESSEE. FOLLOWING HIS 1

APPEARANCE BEFORE GRAND JURY, HUIE WAS ARRESTED FOR CONTEMPT

OF COURT . THIS CONTEMPT CAME AS A RESULT OF ARTICLES

PUBLISHED BY HIM CON^ERUNC THE KUN MURDER WHICH PUBLICTION

WAS IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF A NO PUBLICITY ORDER WHICH HAD

PREVIOUSLY BEEN ISSUED BY THE TRIAL JUDGE IN WHOSE COURT RAY WILL

BE TRIED. HUIE

UNDER TENNESSEE

POSTED ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND AND WAS RELEASED

LAW, CONTEMPT IS A MISDEMEANOR AND CARRIES A

MAXIMUM FINE OF FIFTY DOLLARS AND JEN DAYS IN JAIL. / 1
, RESULTS OF MOTIONS ARGUES FEBRUARY SEVEN INSTANT IN RAY CASE

BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAUBY SEPARATE COMMHUNCATION.,P.

END - V

CKG

FBI WASH DC

V
ft ' V i L _
' ■ i1 , ‘1 b'J W:; ■
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_ February 8, 1969
GENERAL INVES'nGA'H^ DIVISION

This is the case involving the murder 
of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Attached relates to the arrest of 
Wiliam Bradford Hols on orders of 
Judge Preston W. Battle, Shelby County, 
Memphis, Tennessees. Hole has written 
articles for "Look" magazine regarding 
James Earl Ray and the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The petitions refer to those lilted 
on behalf of Ray concerning taking of 
depositions out of the state, request of 
Hule to confer with Ray and request to 
take photographs of Ray.

You will be kept advised of pertinent 
developments.

REL:mM
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FBI WASH DC

FBI MEMPHIS

654 PM URG
;N^2-7-69 EDC

TO DIRECTOR

Mr, Tolson^.Who**** 
Mr, D^IaM<h^w»

Mr, J
Mr, J
Mr.Z
Mr, Sullivi
Mr, T*veU
Mr. Trotter. 
Tele, RoonL 
Miss Holrrcs 
Mirs Gandy.

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN

. WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, NATIONALLY KNOWN AUTHOR WHO HAS . Cv ’ .

WITTEN ARTICLES FOR "LOOK" MA GA A INE CONCERNING JAMES-EARL. 4^' V

RAY, THE MURDERER OF DR, MARTiNlUTHER KING, JR, '^v , ’ 'X

APPEARED BEFORE SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, GRAND JURY ' • x^Y' i 

FEBUARY SEVEN INSTANT A^PHIS, TENNESSEE, FOLL.OWIGG HIS . .^" , , j, '®

APPEARANCE BEFORE GRAND JURY, HUIE WAS ARRESTED FOR’CONTEMPT '>, , ('1 ’ 3
OF COURT . THIS CONTEMPT CAME AS A RESULT OF ARTICLES ’ ■ . j

? A . T
PUBLISHED BY HIM CONSeRNIGG THE KING MURDER WHICH PUBLICATION J . r

WAS II DIRECT VIOLATION OF A NO PUBLICITY. ORDER WHICH HAD

PREVIOUSL.Y BEEN ISSUED BY THE TRIAL JUDGE II WHOSE COURT RAY WILL ' • R

BE TRIED, KUIE POSTED ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND AND WAS RELEASED. ■ •' J

UNDER TENNESSEE LAW, CONTEMPT IS A MISDEMEANOR AND CARRIES A । , VV

. MAXIMUM FINE OF FIFTY DOLLARS AND JEN DAYS II JAIL,, ’ ! :

, RESULTS OF MOTIONS ARGUES FEBRUARY S,E,VEN INSTANT II RAY CASE r

BEING FORWARDED TO BUREAU BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION. , P,' ’ ■ J ,

END ? 4. . ',' '• '

CKG ■ ‘ , t ' । *

FBI WASH DC ■ . ' ' " i "
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. February 7, 1969 : .
‘ GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV^pN 

This is the case involving the 
murker of Matin Luther King, Jr.

The attached is the results of an 
interview of Viliam Bradford Huie,
author, conducted by Mr. Will Canale, 
State A Homy General, shmby County, 
who is prosecuting the case la state 
court. Hile is to appear before a 
S»lby County Grand Jury at Memphis 
today.

The attached also status that fin
petKOMs fUed on behalf of Ray are 
to be argued before Judge tattle today. The petitions include authority to 
lake dejpraitiots eat of state (SAC 
Frank Hitt, Atlantia and Fingerprint 
examiner George Bonebrake listed), 
permission for Hile to confer ^th Ray, 
and permission to take photograph* of 
Ray. ।This is being closely foliwedl. she 
^^^1.^ Bfsh Aby memphis is 
bt^nyoirdtrtcU 
RELF1 ^W^

see OU ^Vw 
comm ^d
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,, TENNESSEE

Division III

ft No. 16645 and No. 16819

STATE OF TENNESSEE

Vs.

JAMES EARL RAY,

Defendant

TO SAID HONORABLE COURT;

COMES NOW, Jaimes Earl Ray, Defendant in the above stymied ’ 

and numbered causes presently pending on the docket of this 
uu and files this Motion to Per^t a photographer of ni 

.election to take photographs of said defendant for the pu. - 
pose of obtaining funds with which to pr’epare for the triLal of 

hi case or cases; and, in support of said motion, wou.d res - 

peccfULly show said Honorable Court: '

I.

defendant i.s adviLsed that there is a commerccal value to 
a series of pictures if they can be made available as exclude 

'< e picture magazine and that this value is respectively ei <­

33,-0.00 or $5,000.00. -

II.
That there i.s insufficient money available to bring necessar < 

witnesses from other States and other Counnries, rn:l.rss this re-
7 ■ ,

quest be granted. That, if granted, all such monies derived foom 
...a ale of said pictures, will be expended in the actnaa^ p. r - 

ra _on for trial and the triLal of said case or cases. That ^l^..- 

a . -t is without funds or monfeary r•rsorr•ce8 with which to prepare 
a... case properly for trial, unless these funds be made available.

III.

defendant says that the taking of a great number of ph.to ~ 

graphs will be necessary in order to obtain the two or thre? 

that would com^ise the selectoon for publication, and this 

require a considerable period of time for tie photographer t ; . -
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and: . • | j

George Bonebreke, Agent '
c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation " - । .
Washington,^. C. ■ I

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the’

Clerk be and is directed to issue necessary commSssinns to '

Commissioners to take the depositk>ns, giving said Commissionens 1
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T

J' ^1 S

'•?

and

U, LUBaker 
1408 Clermont Drive , , 
Aero Marine 
Birmtagham, Alabama

. .John D, Hanners .
" c/o Aero Marine

, 806 Meg Drive
' Birmingham, Alabama

Peter Cherpes 
, 2608 Highland .
Birmingham, Alabama

. a

1

v* •’>**

7

\

v ll'l»w

C,E, Kirkpatrick
/„ Birmingham Trust.National Bank,, , .
• Birmingham, Alabama ‘

Clyde R, Manasco - 
Route 9, Box 602 .y. 
Birmtagham, Alabama

and

Frank Hitt

>f ( ’ V

7* ii) f Agent in Charge . ’
r. Federal Bureau of Investigation

Atlanta, Georgia , ,

Rev. Andrew J, Young 
1088 Veltre Circle S,W, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

\ or :

Atlanta,' Georgia

'J, D, Garner 
107 14th Street N,E. 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dr, William Rutherford 
c/o Southern Christian Leadership Conference , 
Atlanta, Georgia ;

Rev. Lowery
F

Atlanta, Georgia

Rev. Martin Luthor King, Sr, :

Atlanta, Georgia

2
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
V J DivUion III -

STATE OFTENNESSEE _ * ?

VS. • - NO. 16645 . ;
/ NO. 16819 ■

JAMES EARL RAY, ‘ - . ' ’ !

Defondant . • ' ' . i

ORDER AUTHORING TAKING OF ' ' ^ .- <
: . , DEPOSITIONS OUT OF STATE . . >;•,

This cause came on for hearing before the Honorable

W. Preston Battle, Judge, Division III, Criminal Court, Shelby County, ! 

Tennessee, upon the petition of defendant to take depositions, of out of . - 

State witnesses and it appearing to the Court that the application is .U - i - 

order and should be granted and that the toe for taking depositions ;

- should be set for the earliest date practical to the convenience of the , ; 

Attorney General and the witnesses. It further appeared that the defendant : z * 

is indigent and without adequate funds to compensate witnesses for coming , ,

to and from Memphis, and that their depositions should therefore be taken.

IT IS ACCORDINGLY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED 

that the defendant be and is authorized through his counsel to take the \

depositions of the witnesses as listed belowt / /

Wardon Walter Swanson . , . - : j ’ - /
Department of Corrections . . - , . . 1
Jefferson City, Missouri- ' "

Harry Lauf ’
• c/o Missouri! Department of Correctfons . /

Route 5 \
Jefferson City, Missouri

—I—
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0J»
f

* i

4

J. D. Garnor 
107 14th Street N.E 
Atlanta, Georgia

■ /

Dr. William Rutherford» • .
c/o Southern Christicm Leadership Conference 
Atlanta, Georgia -

i

Rev. Lowery
c/o Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Atlanta, GeorgU 3. « * .

Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. ' 
c/o Ebernoza Baptist Church -
Atlanta, Georgia I

George Bonebreke, Agent 9 
c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C

PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONER PRAYS:

’ 1

♦- I:

That an order be entered directing the Clerk to appoint necessary i

Commissioners to take depositions at the time to be specified, with full

power to continue the taking of said depositions from time to time until

they are completed, and to reset the bearings thereof as is necessary

For other. further and genera,! relief as seems meet and proper 

in the premises. . ' „ ■

j­*

! C J
I-
<’
I"

*

STATE or TENNESSEE 
COUNTY OF SHELBY

ATTORNEY FOR DEFEND *

■i

•j

i

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
1969. at Memphis, Tennessee.

; day of

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. .

NOTARY PUBLIC
My Commission Expires;

f

3
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Said witnesses are:

a "

Warden Walter Swanson
Department of Corrections 
Jefferson City, .Missouri

. Harry Lauf

Routte 5
Jefferson City. Missouri

and

U. L. Baker ;
■ • 1408 Clermont Drive , 

’ Aero Marine z
. Birmingham, Alabama

John D.Hanners 
c/o Aero Marine 
806 Meg Drive 
Birmingham, Alabama

Peter Cherpes . 
2608 Highland 
Birmingham, Alabama

C. E. Kirkpatrick 
Birmingham Trust National Bank 
Birmingham, Alabama ? ''

Clyde R. Mana,sc co 4 *
Route 9. Box 602 
Birmingham, Alabama — (

U.

and

Frank Hitt 
Agent in Charge

7 /

’ Atlanta, Georgia

Rev. Andrew J. Young 
1088 Voltro Circle S.W. -
Atlanta, Georgia 
or 
c/o Southern Christian Leadership.Conference 
Atlanta, Georgia Z 1 A /..;a
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, 
Diviston III .

TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

vs. NO.
NO.

16645
16819 j

JAMES EARL RAY, 
Defendant

i

PETITION TO AUTHORIZE DEFENDANT TO 
TAKE DEPOSITIONS OUT OF STATE

TO THE HONORABLE W. PRESTON BATTLE, JUDGE, DIVISION III, 
CRIMINAL COURT. SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE:

Comes the defendant, James Earl Ray. and respectfully moves

the Court to authorize the taking of depositions out of the State; defendant

is advised that there are material witnesses necessary to his defense

outaide of the State, and owing to a lack of funds to compensate the

witnesses coming to and from Memphis, diesires to take their deposittone

at the earliest practical time convenient to the Attorney General and to the

aranggenenta necessary with said witnesses. Therefore, pursuant to 

T.C.A. 40-2428, defendant respectfully moves the Court to grant leave

to take the depositions of tie following named witnesses; and direct the

Clerk to appoint necessary Commissioners to take said depositions at the

time and pla.ce to either be agreed upon or fired by the Court

/

-1
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Court of Shelby County, there to be filed with the other records

and paper’s fa this cause.

t

J

I

I

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT • *

re
 It

 ( 
‘ H

 '•
\%S

’

CERTIFICATE

I, HughW. Stanton, Jr., do hereby certify that I have

delivered a copy of the foregoing pleadfag to the Honorable Phil M

Canale, Jr., Attorney Centra, Shelby County Office Building, this

day of February, 1969,

\ -I

X

. v a

X

V,
HUGHW. STANTON, JR. -

k <

t.

'•A

J

■^

i

2
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
’ , Division III ; -

tl

STATE OF TENNESSEE ' ‘ ' V • ;/ '

VS. . - • NO. 16645 ' ,

JAMES EARL RAY, ' • . ’
Defendant , ■ -

MOTION TO REQUIRE THE RETURN OF A 
' STATES SUBPOENA TO THE CLERK OF THE

CRIMINAL COURT /

TO THE HONORABLE W, PRESTON BATTLE;, JUDGE, CRIMINAL COURT, 
. SHELEY COUNTY, TENNESSEE:

Defendant, Jamies Earl Ray, is presently under indictment ' .

for the offense of Murder in the First Degree in the above numbered cause. •,

His case was previously set for trial on November 12, 1968. Prior to that ’

time the Clerk of the Criminal Court ofShelby County, at the instance of the *

State of Tennessee, issued a subpoena requiring the attendance of certain ’ ’

winoaoes in this Court on November 12, 1968. This subpoena has never 

been relumed to the Criminal Court Clerk's office by the Deputy Sheriff 

who served it, or by any other person. The defence subpoena, issued by 

the Clerk for the same trial date, is in t;he records of this cause. *

Whereforo, defendant moves the Court for an order requiring 

tho Sheriff of Shelby County or his Deputy, or whomover the proof may show 

to be in possession of paid subpoona to return it to the Clark of the Criminal

-1- V
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The foregoing motion to permit a conference with a ; . / ’ ’ 

party with whom he has a contractural relatoon and business ; ^ ' 

dealfcig having been presented to and considered by the Court this . ’

day of February-, A.D., 1969. the same is: , ’ , ?

GRANTED subject to the order this day entered with 
relation thereto* ’ • ’

J *
OVERRULED AND DENIED, to which action of the Court '

in overruling and denying said motion the defendant, by counsel, then

and there excepted, and said motion, together with this ruling thereon

and defendant's exception are ordered filed as a part of the record of
this case* ' * ? \

W. PRESTON BATTLE, JUDGE
. CRIMINAL COURT, Divisoon HI r
* Shelby County, Tennessee . '

’ ! !

i

r
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and agreements heretofore entered into between them and the 
amendments thereto and intorpretatOnn thereof necessary as a 

result of the change in attorneys and the parties to said con­
tracts*

Respeccfully submitted

it his
SUB SCRI BED and sworn to at Memphis, 

3rd’day of February, ,;. D*, 1969* :

Shelby County, Tennessee

NotaryyPubiic in/and for Shelb 
// County, Tennessee*

Mycommiss;ion’exp.rrM^ ,

A

l-

1
z.

't
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III.

Defendant says that the maximum security facilities through 

which he has bee n compelled to talk with all visitors except hts 
attorneys will not permit adequate discussion, understanding or 

adjusmment of the terms of the existing or any future contracts* ,
In the first place, there is no privacy* A person its required to ’ ,

• z talk through a metal network and to look through a 7" diamond f ^
• shaped thick glass* Both'vision and hearing is grossly impaired. 
One is required, to be bear’d ever so fatntly, to shout so that his

• voice and words can be clearly heard over most of the entire floor* / ■ ,

Even then, only occasional spoken words can be heal'd clearly* / .
The fasciites heretofore available to such visitors tis' calculated ;
to create a further misunderstanding rather than to explain and : - 

. thereby solve the present fitter's for discussion * Therefore, De- .
fendant says that an araangement should bttrdtr'td that WU per - / - |
m.t a personal., unimpeded conference between htisetf, his present |

attorney and the said Wm* Bradford Huie, either in Defendaan’s cell . j
or else in the Court room or an anteroom thereto* ' , |

Defendant says that three people can not carry on a conveysa- j 
tion through themees! Wire complex and glass heretofore described* ‘ j

That each person has to put his car against the metal complain I
- order to distinguish any speech on the opposite si.de and there i.s •

not room for two heads against the meea complex or tube at one ' ' P 

time*. That Defendant nttds the-advice of his'attorney as he talks / p

with the said Wm* Bradford Huie and in advance of any conversation ■!

or answeres to questions from the said author* ' p
Defendant says that three or four hours wil be, in his. est^ma- J

tion, required for the discussion contemplaeed between him and the 
said Wm* Bradford Huie. 1 I

WHEREFORE, premises coisidtI,td, Defendant prays that the Court 

enter an order direct^ that he be permitted free and ui£ittrnp>ted J
■ and unimpeded conference and confrontation with the said Wm* Brad - .

fox'd Huie for. such period of tirro as is ntCtssax'y to discuss and come 

to an understanding concerning the provisoons of several contracts
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Division III

STATE OF TENNESSEE r

Vs. i Nos. 1664-5 and 16819

JAMES EARL RAY

TO SAID HONORABLE COURT:

COMES NOW, Jaimes Earl Ray, Defendant, and files this his -
• motion to be permitted to confer With WILLAAM BRADFORD HUIE,

in support of which mooion he would respectfully show the Cmt: /

' I- . ' ■
The said William Bradford Huie is an author who has had 

contractual relations with this Defendant since the early part
of July, 1968, pursuant to which some $30,000.00 was paid by

said author to a former attorney for this Defendant. A disagree-? 
ment ar,rst between this Defendant and said former atoonney re - I.
sultnng in the release of said attorney by said Defendant and 

lieewise the release of the’case by said attorney. But no part/ 

of the $30,000.(0) theretofore paid by said Author to^said for7-
1 mor attorney was released or retunned to this Defendant by /said 

former attorney. • '

II.

A number of questions have arisen with refeeence to several J 

provisions of the contracts, assignments, etc., which require ,
aisCus^ion and conference between this Defendant and the said / 
Wm. Bradford Huie, in order to obviate a misundersaanding and 

to adjust to the changes that have taken place with rtfetince 
to the case and the parties since the original contracts were *\ 

signed. This Defendant hopes to have available additional funds ' 
from the said Wm. Bradford Huie, but whether'or not they are 
available the prottctOon of this D)fti(i^mi’s contractual rights 
itcossStatt a detaieed discussion and explanation and under - ; 
standing that can only be accomplished by a discussoon between 

said author and this defendant. .
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The foregoing motion to permit the taking of exclusive photo- *
graphs to be sold for the purpose of obtaining finds wth which '
to prepare and pay expenses incident to the Defense of s&d Defen- .

* dant having been presented to and considered by the Cour t this . / 

day of February, A.D., 1969,’ the same is:

• GRANTED subject to the order this day entered With relation ' *
thereto*

OVERRULED and DENIE D, to which action of the Cout in over -• . 
ruling and denying said mooion the Defendant, by counsel, then and . 

there excepted, and said mooion, together With this ruling thereon -
and Defendants exception are ordered fieed as a part of the record ’

5 of this case. - ,

’ “W^Preston Battle, Judge. - ’ _
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♦
fy this request on the part of the Defendant, and, to deny same 

woiuLd be a denial of due prodess of law and would lieewise deny’ 

the defendant the right to effective representatoon of counsel 
in violation of the Oonsitution of the United States of Ameica.

‘ IX. ’

Defendant days that if oppooition be urged to this moion .
on tiw ground that the publicity attendant upon the publication '

of said pictures, then he is WLlHng to have said pictures im -' *

pounded unil a jury shall have been selected. /
Bit, to this point, DefendantrripertiulLy would show the .

court that all pictures heretofore prineed of this Defendant 
have been mug shots taken in a ja.L or prnOtrntiary or one taken 
by the photographer for the Sheeiff'i office showing this defo^- ' 
dant manacled in chains and at the end, of a long journey, dish- 1 
eveHed and otherwis e unfavorable and opprobrious.

_WHEREFORE, premises considered, Defendant prays the o/urt 

that an order issue directs the Sheeiff of Shelby County^ Tenn., ,

Xexax, to admit a photographer and to permit the taking of photo­
graphs and a moving picture short" of the Defendant, so that the 
proceeds of the sale of same may be made available for the defenne '

and expenses incident to the trial of this cases and motions to be * 

heare in advance of said trial, as said Defendant,’ in duty bound,- 

wil ever-pray. " -
<

SUBSCRIBED AND sworn to at Morphs, Shelby Co., Tennessee, 

this 3rd day-of February, A.D., 1969.

; ,, - iNot'ary^um^ 'Co M Ten-
^s^My^o^

/
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pare the proper poses and lightirg* Defendant says that con- »
templated in the above offers for photographs would be a short 

motion picture, but says thio same photographer could take all 

such moving or still photographs.
I ■ IV* .

Defendant says that at least two (2) such photographs would 

be made avaaiable Without charge to the news media at large to ; 
be released b y the Shheiff of Shelby County or the Coou't as they >
see fit;, but that if a.1 such photographs were so released there /
would be no cash value to any of them., •

. V.
De fend anti's

there will be no

attorneys have been advised by the Court that } 
funds available, from the State of Tennessee to

a

bril ng witnesses foom other States, and says that the value of 
said pictures Us an intangible but valuable asset belonging to 

this Defendant, which can be made available only by an order/of 
the Curt permt^ng the taking of such pictures. - /

VI.

Defendant says that an effort to gain the permission of 

the SSheiff of Shelby County, Tennass ee, to admit the taking 
of the pictures aforesaid has been without aval, but, the said .
Shheiff has said that if an order of the Court be obtained that . 

he wu perm; the taking of said pictures. ■

' VII.

Defendant says that he*wil subnit the name of the siIic- *’
ted photographer to the Court and or the Shheiff of Shelby Co- . / 

unty for clearance weH in advance of the taking of such photo­
graphs, and, of course said photographer would be subject to the 

maximum seenuity regulations now in effect or as the Cour may

determine.
VII.

Defendant says that the unusual facts and circmstances at­

tendant upon this case, meaning the wide, iitlilst of the public
and the lack of finds by the defense for effective preparation.

and the tvialabblity of a purchase fee for said pictures, jussi-
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M’S,

r

' February 4,1969

Mr. Cedric Moore *
Assistant Non-Violent Education

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference ' '

Philadelphia, Peirnsyivania

Dear Mr. Moores

The President has asked me to thank you for your 
telegam of January 24, 1969, informing him that a threat 
has been made on Reverend James Bevel’s life. If you have 
any details or’ any further infomatoon, please contact the

5

local office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. <gO

co o

M

Sincerely,

NATHANIEL E. KOSSACK
Acting Assistant Attorney Conceal

Ah^

1^8 5 1989 ■

^ °-v

V *
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'939 JAM 2 ' Ml I 19 ' ■
WA023 (KG) DN NL PD . .

■ * PHILADELPHIA PENN 22 ,

THE PRESIDENT •

THE WHITE HOUSE

I AM INFORMING YOU THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS BEING MADE ON REV.

. JAMES BEVEL'S LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY '

3 CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA. ' .

2 . ' ‘ ’

1252
j, s( e J. ^ :« > - -j t -■»•*•»« s js * **wnr '■•wiwiwwmhW jj#' I • • >«*, 07 ••*^0 r J». ^>» -> "* w -— '•i»*X t».t- **»»»• -pi* ~vjw: •» •♦ > •

, enclosure
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MURKIN MEMIOSr-- -------- VOL. VII

O

0 REVISED 7/ii/t) ■me
EXCISED & XEROXED zwr
OTHER______________________ ___

completed 7//Z/77 me
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$
ssso:

Date

■ ■ The fclowl^g material has been reproduced 
for excising and reveov at :FBIHR by representatives of 
the House Select Commttee on Assassinations.

Section,

No

Serials through.
(except following serials not in 

- file on this date:' - .

:Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure'

u.

t

No. Copies,

RETAIN THIS,FORIU^JPPJ^RALi
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Mr. Dishop 8-18-81

M. A. Jones

H. PAUL JEFFERS
FORTHCOMING BOOK ON FBI FUGITIVES LONGBUFILE 94-64512

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a brief progress
report on the book concerning fugitives apprehended by the FBI under the "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitive Program which is being written by H. Paul Jeffers.

BACKGROUND:

a. Paul Jeffers is a radio news editor in New York who has written
several books--primarily for young people. Last year the Director approved our
furnishing material to him for a book he planned to write concerning outstanding
Ten Most Wanted Fugitives investigations.

By memorandum dated June 21, 1971. I advised that background data
concerning a number of closed "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" cases (in which prese-
cutive-action was completed) had been furnished to Jeffers, and that he planned to
begin writing the manuscript for his book about July 1st se that he could have it in
thehands of his publisher, Hawthorn Books, by December 1st.

RECENT ACTION:
Jetters has contacted us to advise that his work on the manuscript is

progressing considerably faster than he originally anticipated. He attributes this
primarily to the fact that he has "never enjoyed writing a book as much as this one
and that this project has given him an even greater admiration for the FBI than I had
when Iundertook the book. :

111 At this point, Jeffers has completed first (or rough) drafts of chapters
dealing with-eight "Top Ten" fugitive cases (those involving Joseph Corbett, Jr.
John Thomas Freeman; Joseph Levy; Florencio Mattong and Victor Bono: Nick
Montos; Albert Nussbaum and Bobby Wilcoxson; Richard Lee Tingler; and George
Zavada). Material has also been furnished him for chapters on police killer
George Edward Cole, bank robber Joseph Lloyd Thomas, and bank robber
Edward Owen Watkins.

1 - Mr. Mohr 1

free
-Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Sullivan - J. B. Engelsted
1 -Mr. Bishop 1 i M. A. Jones
1 - Mr. Gale

Gr/G:pas (11) CONTINUED to OVER

?
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„ ■ M. A..jSOefi tO ^^IS^^OP ^^ie^CO
RE: .H PAUL JEFFERS ■ 7 "

In addition, Jefferswaatlto toclude detailed accounteof the
. Billie Austin Bryant case (killer of two-‘FBI Agents in Washington, D. C, in 1969), 

the Eiehard Marquette case (vicious killer who became the But Uthaemlbe^’of
■ the Top Ten FB#Uv©ss i&1961) and the James Cop! Ray ontb . - ■ ■ J , 

White Bryant* who is saving iffe,'as w*Bm addition
has filed appeals, the fact remains that Bryant made admiMtoi in open court at 
the time of his sentencing (tecWa statement that he was not sorry) which clearly 
document his guilt Marquette ateomads admissions ofghlt following his arrest in 
1961 and is serving a life term for murder. With regard to James Earl Ray, W^ 

■despite theiact that be pleaded guilty in the 1968 murder of Martin Luther King, and 
has been unsuccessful in suteeq8«mtapp«te» nonetheless a Federalcivll rights 
chargee is still outstatudtegagaiast him in ^^the King case. Thus, we cannot furnish 
Jfe«detaite of our investigate y

.Jef«wateoadvtee# that heptene to tecMea chapter entti^
. radical Fuitiveewhtehwl^MghIW Angete D^^

and other extremist who have been named to the^’TOn Most Wanted FugitliFes. ” 
We, of course, canfurnteh JeffersInofrmatfcm regarding these fugitives aside 

- from that retesicS in connection with their being named to the "Top Ten" list.
; Jeffers hasreitetebd that Wmanucript will bssabjdtbdbr our

review and observattttnm.prior to publication and, in .fact, he tntsnds to begin 
sending the first chapters of the marnacript to us next month.

recommendation:'
As noted above,backgrounddetalls of the Bryant and Marquette 

fugitive investigations will ba sent to Jeffers; and our inability to provide material 
in the James Earl Daycase, wwdl-*s.|nthe"iadlealfegltiw9’cai», wibe 
explained to him. . - - - . ■ - . ; . ■ ■ ■ . .

-2 - ■
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■ put Mmaker
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 5/'6/71

SAC, KNOIXILLE (44-696) (RUC)

JAMES EARL RAY, aka;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CR - CONSPIRACY;
UFAC - ROBBERY

Enclosed is a dipping from The Oak Rjdger 
newspaper dated 5/3/71, relating an escape attempt by 
subject.

Subsequent to the publication of this article, 
contact was made with Warden R. H. MOORE, brushy Maintain 
Prison, at which tme he furnished the foHwnng information;

Warden MOORE stated that he had received infer- 
maion fr<m inside the prison that RAY was going to attempt 
to escape after "he got a visit". Warden MOORE speculated! 
that "visit" was a code word -for outetme of appeal, which 
appeal was turned down. MOORE advised that RAY atempted 
his escape as described in the newspaper article taken frm 
The Oak Ridger, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, dated 5/3/71, and that 
he was accompanied by another inmate by the name of MORELCCK. 
MOORE stated that MORELOCK had been assigned to inside 
plumbing, knew the tunnel work and also had access to tools 
which probably accounted for RY*s chrict of MORELCCK as an 
escape companion. .

Warden MOORE was specflcally questoneed as to 
whether any outside help had been utilied in atemptnig to 
perpetrate RY's escape and as to the identity of this 
outside help, if any. He advised that JAMES EARL RAY’s 
brother, name unknown, who was beieeved to be staying with 
RAY-’s lawyer, a Mr. STONE, appeared at Brushy Mountain Prison 
around 2:00 PM, 5/3/71, and requested to visit RAY. He was 
questioned by the warden as to why he had happened to be at

Bureau (Enc.)
V- Me^his (Eos.) 

1 - KnocvVUe 
WE Eat t
(5)
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KX 44-696

the prison on that date and he replied that STONE had gone 
to Florida and he decided to viiit hii -brother. After the 
itory of RAY\s atempted escape was released to the preii 
and became public, RAY’s brother wai advised that RAY, could 
not receive viaioors.

Xt is Warden MOOREs theory, alhhough he cannot 
idbsttaitiate it, that RAY‘s brother wai aware of the tscape 
plan well in advance of the attempt and that he wai in the 
area to pick up RAY once he made good hii escapt.

.Foregoijig furnished ai of possible intend to 
the Bureau and 00.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



if
February 1, 1971

GENERAL INVESTIGATI DIVISION
Attached teletype reveals that

the attorney for John Larry Ray,
brother of James Earl Ray, convicted
murderer of Martin Luther King, has
indicated he plans to call James Earl
Ray, now confined in a Tennessee
penitentiary, as witness during trial
captioned case.

Trial date has been changed from
February 8, 1971, to March 29, 1971.

NSItmew
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FEDmiUlREEUfl OF NWTGATONa

COMMMUMCATKWS SECTION

907

TO

PM NITEL

NR011 SL PLAIN

9-7'1 AEM

DIRECTOR (91-38065)

JAN 29 91771
WJM

•UmPE1

* ex Mr. S>ullV*:«-«.... 
Mr. Mohr,.—.—... 
Mr. Bs’-'p . ... 
Mr.Bec-nramCD— 
Mir. Callahan.•f•■* 
' Mr. Casper—— 
,Mr. ConiwL~—.- 
,Mr. Felt—------  
Mr. Galo ..— 
Mr. Rosen „.—-. 
Mr. TaM—---- 
Mr. Wallers—. 
Ms-. S-gnirL.—- 
Telc. ROoth—— 
’Miss Holmes—-- 
Miss Gandy------

PORTLAND (91-3157)
FROM ST. LOUIS'(91-5279)

■ . Fugitive, Bank Robber
JERRY LEE MILLER - FUGITIVE, FUBAN1TNO. ONE FIVE THREE; ET AL

~BANK OF ST. PETERS, ST. PETERS, .MM., OCT. TWENTYSTX, LAST
Bank Robbery; Parole Violation
*BR; PV (00: ST. LOUIS.)

RE: ST. LOUIS TEL TO BUREAU, JAN. TWENTYWWO AND BUREAU AIRTEL

JAN. TWENTYSIX

HEARINGS RE MOTION BY DEFENDANTS GOLDSTEIN AND'RAY HEARD IN

U. S. DISTRICT COURT, ST. LOUUS, MISSOURI, TODAY. JUDGE

| . WEBSTER REDUCED BOND FOR SUBJECT GOlLDENSTEIN FROM .ONE HUNDRED-THOUSAND

; DOLLARS TO TWENTYFIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND OVER-RULED

■ ALL MOTIONS BY BOTH DEFENDANTS EXCEPT GOLDENSTEIN’S MOTION TO
i ' O

■ SUPPRESS EVIDENCE (BAIT MONEY) LOCATED IN PORTLAND, OREGAN, HOTEL ,

; ROOM WHICH HE IS TAKING UNDER ADVISEMENT. ’ '

' ' DATE OF TRIAL HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM FEB. EIGHT NEXT TO

'r END PAGE ONE ’ ‘ * . • • . „

f
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PAGE TWO ’ ' , '

SL 91-5279 , ‘ ,
TO MARCH TtfENTYNINE. ROBERT A. HAMPE^ ATTORNEY, REPRESENTING JOHN

RAY -IN U. S, DISTRICT COURT TODAY INDICATED THAT THEY PLANNED TO

CALL JAMES EARL! RAY, NOW CONFINED IN TENNESSEE PENITENTIARY, AS A 

WITNESS DURING TRIAL CAPTIONED CASE, , , '

i PORTLAND, NOTE CHANGE IN DATE OF TRIAL THIS CASE,.PARTIALLY 
BY REASON OF DONNA ROHR’S-CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION.

PITTSBURGH ADVISE. SA JAMES W. WHITE OF CHANGE IN DATE'OF TRIAL-. 

bureau advise Frederick l. Edwards in laboratory, re new date °F 

TRIAL, ' ' . . '

PITTSBURGH FURNISHED MAIL COPY. -

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ’ ,

END. . ' ,

M-W-rf
, ,,-HlC.MROSEN BjLWJMTme-JrJ-
II:' Mr. Conracll ‘ 1 -

1 1
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Form DJ-tH 
(Ed, 4-22.65,

’ , UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

' Memorandum
DEPARTMENT O

TO : J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation

: Jerris Leonard
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division

DATE: JAN 15 1
JL:MG:pg 
DJ 144-72-66:

Mr. Tolson,. 
Mr. soHm

Mr. IJsShtfp IK------  
Mr. (Brennan, C.D.. 
Mr. Callahan, 
Mr. Casper---------  
Mr. Conrad _____
Mr. Felt...........  
Mr. Gale....
Mr. Rosen 
Mi’. Tavel 
Mr. Walters , 
Mr. Soyars------------ 
Tele. Room,----------  
Miss Holmes __ 
Miss Gandy----- -—

subject?: Assassination of Maatii Luther King, Jr.

00

Reference i.s made t:o your memorandu of August 
1970^ concerning author George McMill.an,s request for 
infoimation pertaining to James Earl Ray, and other ' 
commmuicatinns transmitting similar requests by Mr. "] 
McMillrn; and to your memoranda of Janrrry.„21,„19,7.0,, 
coicerning among other tiings requests received by ■ 
your Bureau for information pertaining to the Ray case

Wile I do not believe it would yet be appropria 
t:o make public t:he contents of the Ray fiees, a certain 
portion of tte file has already been made available, in 
connection with a civil suit brought under the PuUbic 
Information Act by Harold Weisberg, t:o Mr. Weisberg and 
thereafter t:o other individuals. Those papers consist 
only of t:he original documents fieed on behalf of the 
States of Tennessee and Missouri in t:he extradition , 
proceedings in the Britssh Cowt.

% It is our Intention to make these papers available A 
in the future to authors, pubisshers or members of the ^ 
public who wiW to inspect them and who make appropriate > 
arrangements through this Division. : f

I am attaching for your infomation a copy of our 
letter t:o Mr. McMillan t:o this effect. '

co co

|Z ENCLOSURE 12 JAN 18 1971 ,

ce
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



cc: J. E|^r Hoover 
Direct, FBI

JL:KWO'C:MG:pg , _
DJ 144-72-662 JAN 15 1971

Mr. George McCMHan 
Coffin Point 
Frogmore, South Carolina 29920

Dear Mr. MtCMUan:

I am writing in response to your letter of 
September 28, 1970, to Mr. Leonard, and to your 
several leteers to Mr. Hoover which have been • 
referred t:o this Division.

Department of Justice files pertaining to 
James Earl Ray are confidential, since they relate 
to an official investigation of a possible ^violation 
of federal law. Accordingly, we cannot comly wth 
your request for, further inffomation based on the 
FBI's investigation. ’

I would like to advise you t:hat the documents 
and exhibits which were fHed on behalf of Tennessee 
and Missotu-i in the Ray rxtraditiot proceednigs in 
the British Court do not come within this rule, and 
will be made available for your inspection in our 
offcces in Washhngton at your request. If you wish 

rt:o inspect these papers, you may make the appropriate 
arrangements with Miss Monica Gallagher, an attorney 
in the Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division.

Sincerely,

. JERRIS LEONARD
' Assistant Attorney General

, Civil Rights Division

By: K. WIILAM O'CONNOR
Chief, Criminal Section
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C. Eady 
Dep. AAG 
Ciivl Div.

W. R. Wilson 
Assist* AG 
Criminal Div

DEC 1 *

Mr. TiIsiJ^—yi 
Mr. a^ai -.X- 
Mr. Mohr ..... -,....--.
Mr. Bishop ,——— 
Mi’. Brennam, C.D. . 
Mr. Call shian „ 
Mr’. Caspar _ 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. FeU- 
Mr. GKe_ 
M^/RoSll 
Mr. Aavel

Jerris Leonard ‘
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Files Pertaining to James Earl Ray, 
Katin Luther King, Jr....  .....

DJ 144.

Department of Juste fie nwmee 
contains materials pertaining to the extradite of 
James Earl Ray from Great Britain for the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and for his escape fr<m the 
Missouri State Ponntentlaryr. As an international 

• extradite proceeding the waiter came vein the 
, jurisdlete of t:he Criminal Division. File nmber 

125-1.2-14013 contains materials pertaining t:o a civil 
suit against this Department under the PUbic 
Information Act: in Which the plaintiff sought access 
to certain documents filed in the Ray extradite 
proceedings, and is assigned to the Civi! Division.

, Thia Department’s investigate of the King
assassinate was predeeed on a possible conspiracy 
violative of 18 U.S.C. 241, and accordingly the 
substantive eestigation file (144-72-662) is 
assigned to this Division.

K' I am aware that, in connection With the civil' 
cU.t brernght under the Freedom of Information Act, . 
certain portions of this extradition file have been 
made available to the private plaintiff and therea^er^ 
to members of the pubic, includng publishers, ^in “ 
order that the Department will continue t° observe a

Mr/Walters — 
Mr. Soyars — 
Tele, Room _ 
Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy

95-100-473

D
EC

 17
 19

70
 ^

c: Director
F.BI.

&c/'

' ' D£c n '.’SHO
-Br

120EC 17 1970

*4
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