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Mr. DeLoach

A. -Rosen

: MURKIN

Sep

Ir. DeLoach 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Malley 

- Mr. McGowan 
Mr. Long

This
King, Jr:

1 l
1 
1

is We c^se involving hie murder of Maafin

. MEMO

ember 25, 1968 I

Luther

The/heHfof ShW Cou/ty, Memphis, Tennessee, 
mad? *V! -lab1® to.us the foloownng/coreespondence (letters) of 
James Earl Ray. It was madexavaliable to us on a confidential 
basis, not to be disposed ouXsi the Bureau. Mr. Phil M-  
c1”11®’ Jr*’ who is hinging t\e/stite's prosecution is aware of the correspondence.

Enclosure
REL:jms

(6)

Substance :

* 2. To

TO 
From 

. Date

1. Arthur
Janes E
October :

anes (attorney for Ray) 
l Ray

, 1968 (probably meant to . 
e September 18, 1968) 
ay desire more than one legal opinon 

be^re agreeing to a propositoon 
(unknown) of\Hanes and stating he thinks 
William Bridl’d Huie (author who is  
writing a bool\ about Ray) misundersoood 
him.

From 
Date 
Substance

3. T 
Ffrom 
ate

Substance

J. B. Stoner (vi\e-president of National 
States Rights Painty) 

' James Earl Ray
September 18, 1968
Advising Stoner he Will reimburse him 
for expense of comin to Memphis.

Jerry Ray (brother of ames Earl Ray) 
James Earl Ray
September 18, 1968 &
Subject Ray wants Jerry o contact J. B. 
Stoner to come to see him\and he wants  
Jerry to contact Percy Forman (crlBinil 
trial lawyer from Houston,\ Texas) about 
James Earl Ray taking' the witness stand.

CONTINUED - OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Rosen to DeLoach memorandum
. RE: MURKIN

4. TO

From
Date 
Substance

Michael Eugene (atoonney in London for 
subject Ray) 
James Earl Ray
September 20, 1968 ■
Attempting to obtain a transcript of the 
entire extradition procnndnngs, at 
suggestion of his atooneey Hanes.

5. To :
From ’ , :
Date :
Substance :

Jerry Ray (brother of James Earl Ray)
James Earl Ray
September- 20, 1968
Subbect Ray wants Jerry to contact the ' 
London attorney, inquirnng If Jerry 
talked to attonney Percy Foreman and 
J. B. Stoner.

6. To 
From 
Date 
Substance

James Earl Ray
Jerry Ray (brother of Janes Earl Ray)
September 17, 1968
Advising he has not talked to Hanes or
Stoner lately and Hanes previously 
mentioned he wanted t;o talk t:o some of
Rays relatiees. .

ACTION:
For 

developments.
your informatoon, you will be advised of pertinent 
Ataached are these letters for inspectoon.

E

2 -
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' SepembAM 1968 .
GENERAL INVESTIGAT^e DIVISION

This is th® case involvig the 
mirder of Matin Luther King# Jr.

The attached relates to tafor- 
mitloa furnished to us on a confiding tial basis, and should not be dis- 
dosed outside this Bureau. Mr. Phil 
M. Cmuile, Jr., State Attorney 
Conceal, Shelby County, Tennessee, 
who is handling the state's prosecu­
tion is aware of the contents in the 
attached*

J. B. Stoner is no doubt identi­
cal to Jesse B. Stoner, Vice•eluitaKnn 
of the National Staton Rights Party 
(a vicoum antiseaitic, anti-Woe, 
right wing hate group based in 
Savannah, Gerogia.)
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FD-33 (Rev. 5-22-60

F 8 I

Date: 9-23-68
Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL AM

TO:

- FROM

DIRECTOR FBI

SAC (44-1987) P

' Muma

IEMPHIS

(44-38861)

(Priority)

(Type in plaintext, or code)

i^

On this date, Shetrff WILLIAM N. MORRIS, JR. advised 
that he received Information that J. B. STONER, Attorney, had 
been in correspondence with JAMES EARL RAY. The nature,of the 
correspondence was to the effect that J. B. STONER volunteered 
his services at no cost to JAMES EARL RAY and indicated that he 
would arrive in Memphis on Wednesday, 9/25/68, t;o meet with 
JAMES EARL RAY. ,

. . S?heff “ORMS.waso* «»e opinion that JAMES EARL RAY 
was losing interest in ARTHUR HANES, his present attorney, and 
might conceivably let STONER defend him in the forhceoming 
trial. Shherff MORRIS also advised that he had picked up infor­
mation indicatlgg that JAMES EARL RAY at tie present tmme was 
desirous of taking the stand on his own behalf when the trial 
occurs in Memmhls. Sheer■ff MORRIS also stated that the current 
attorney, ARTHUR HANES, does not want hi.s client JAMES EARL RAY 
t;o testify. . „

Bureau will be kept advised of additoonal developments 
as they occur.

BUREAU .
1 ATLANTA (INFO) (AM) ,
1 BIRMINGHAM (INFO) (AM) 

i ' ’ ' , I > *W*I» MMHK. MRMH1

" 17SEP25 1963

1 MEMPHIS

RGJ:BN 
(6)
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■ * * *

September 20, 1968 
PLAINTEXT ।

TELETYPE URGENT z \
( 1 - Mr. long

1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Trotter

To: SAC, MEMPHIS 

From: DIRECTOR, FBI 

HURKIN

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT MR. PHIL M. CANALE, JR., 
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL, SHELBY COUNTY', MEMPHIS AND ADVISE HIM HE 

AND/OR HIS REPRESENTATIVES MAY PROCEED TO OUR LABORATORY IN 

WASHINGTON, D. C. FOR REVIEW OF THE EVIDINICE IN BUREAU’S 

POSSESSION. HE SHOULD PROVIDE US WITH SUFFICIENT NOTIFICATION 

AS TO HIS DATE OF ARRIVAL. YOU SHOULD ADVISE THE BUREAU AS TO |

THE IDENTIC OF THE RESPECTIVE FIHD OFFICES THAT MR. CANALE 

PLANS TO HOLD PRETRIAL CONFERENCES WITH AGENTS AND WITNESS IN 

ORDER THAT SACS WELL HAVE SUFFICIENT NOTICE TO ARRANGE THEIR ’

PERSONAL ATTENDANCES IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE BUREAU’S INTEREST. '

REL:mjd i
<5>

NOTE: See Rosen Ito DeLoach memo, 9/19/68, captioned ’’MURIN,” j
RELTjas.
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OftiOaai FOR* NO. 10
MAH121 EDITION > 
CSA GEN R«O. M<. »7 &

W10-I6*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Mr. DeLoach

* MUrKiN -
MEf>

date: September 19, 1968

FROM : a. Rosen
1l
1 
1

- Mr.
- Mr.- Mr.
- Mr.

DeLorch
Rosen 
Marley

SUBJECT: MURKIN
^ — McGowan 
®- Mr. Long

Tolion __ 
DeLeech ____ 
Mohr....................  
Bishop ___. 
Cosperr _._ ---------  
.Collahan _—- 
Conrod ____ 
Fei t .......
Gole__________
Rosin.............. ■ , 
Sullivan _—_ 
Tovel ______ 
Trotter ...
Tele. Room __ 
Holme. ___ 
Gandy __

SYNOPSIS: 
This is the case

1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Trotter

involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Evidence recovered by Memphis authooities returned to 
them. Evidence reciverred by Bureau, including the 1966 Muss tang 
vehicto and documents, retainv0 by Bureau in view of outstand^ 
Fecieral charrge against James Earl Ray. Department does not 
desire to dismiss charge at this time. In view of schedul.ed
State.trial of Ray in Memmhis on November 12, 1968, dispositton of evidence recovered by Bureau discussed with Departoent. Depaat- 
ment advises 1966 Mustang should be turned over t;o Memphto au- 
thoritees, and we should retain all other evidence in view of 
outstanding Federal charge. The Department further advised in 
conneetion with future court action, if Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., 
who to handling state prosecution, should make’a request for 
any particular piece of evidence retailed by the Bureau, such 
i-toms should be made available to him. Conference held with 
Mr. Cumae and other representativss of his office and they rec­
ommend their r•vpr•vsvnt;ativss meet with our Laborratory examiners 
to jreveew the evidence in our possession and in svlvcting those 
lems whtoh win be most advantageous to intooduce at time of 
txial. Mr. Canale plans to hold pretrial conferences in t;he 
fed^th®1* wi•i,Vesses including FBI Agents. When this is 
fined up mstructoons will be issued to SACs to pVrSonialy 
ateend to protect Bureau’s i.ntVr'VSt;. .
ACTION:

1. Laboratory being advised of conference with 
Mr. Canale and review and selectoon of evidence t;o be used for • 
trial.

. 2. . Att’^? for approval are a tolotypo to Memphis rnd 
Atlanta iLnstr-uctimg the 1966 Mustang be released to Mr. Canale 
rnd a ^tter to t;he Department confirming t:he conversation con­
cerning disposition of the evidence.

Enclosures 
REL:jms , 

(8)
CONTINUED - OVER
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum <
RE: MURKIN -
BACKGROUND: .

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

At the speific instructoons of the Director the evidence 
recovered by the Memphis Police Detriment at tte scene of the 
assassinatoon in Memphis was retunned to them after our Laboratory 
examinatoon. The report of our Laboratory fnndnngs was also 
transuitedd to the Memphis Police Depirt^nt.

Evidence recovered by the Bureau has been retanned in our 
Laboratory in view of the outstanding Federal charge, nammly, 
the Civil Rights conspiracy charge against subject Ray. The 
evidence we have recovered indudes the 1965 Mustang autouoOile, 

, maps, bed sheets, a televisoon set, varoous items of food, and
1 personal articees of clothing. It is noted that a latent fingei- •

print was located on a map which matched Ray's fingeipiints and 
’ hairs and fblers located in the articees of clothnng compared 

♦ favorable with those located in the evidence at the scene of the
assassinatoon.

We also have in our possession documents which include the 
/ handdwiting, hand priiting, and typewwitnng id^tifedd as being

, prepared by Ray. We are continually comjpiring new documents 
' with those we are retaining. For example, on August 23, 1968, ♦

we learned that subject Ray was employed by a restaurant in ' 
. Winnetka, IlUoois, during May and June, 1967. The documents

„ relatnng to Ray's employment were obtained and forwarded to the •
’ Laboratory for examination purposes and identifiattOins wme ^de.

We have raised the question with the Department as to 
/ whether or not the com^int fieed against Jaimes Earl Ray should 

: ” be dismissed. The Department has advised that in their view it 
would not be appropriaee to dismiss the co^aint at this Uto 
as the conspiracy investigation is still underway. The Department 

. further advised that after investigation has been completed, they 
' would want to review the facts to determine whether or not Federal 

■ prosecution of Ray or other persons might be appropriaee.
‘ , In view of the scheduled state trial of Jaimes Earl Ray 

. in Memphis, Tenness>ee, on November 12, 1968, we discussed with 
' the Department the dispositonn of evidence ^covered by tie Bureau* .

, , As a result thereof, t:he Department has advised that the 1966 
• , / Mu^s'tang automobiee recovered in Atlantia should be turned over 

’ 1 i to the Memphis authoritees; however, all other evidence which we 
^ recovered, including the documents, should be ^uiitained in our

' vpossession in view of the outstanding Federal charge and our 
continunng investigate. The Department further advised they

. ” - 2 - CONTINUED - OVER ■
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