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e f\s No 1~ 7@'0 : S
| ' | horlatM

Mr. DeLoach ' \)PW’ Sepfember 25, 1968
' : xzﬂl' 7V
1 {r. DeLoach N

A. -Rosen 1 Mr. Rosen
1/- Mr. Malley
1/ - Mr. McGowan
¢ MURKIN | (Y > Mr. Long

*

This is the cise involving Ahe murder of Martin Iuther
King, Jr:

made available to us the fo lowing /coxrrespondence (letters) of
James Earl Ray. It was made\available to us on a confidential
basis, not to be disclosed outsidf the Bureau. Mr. Phil M.
Canale, Jr., who is handling thg/state's prosecution is aware of
the correspondence.

The sheriff of Skelby Cou ty, Memphis, Tennessece,

1. To : Arthur \Janes (attorney for Ray)

‘From Jagies E2rl Ray -

Date Ogtobexr N3, 1968 (probably nmeant -t
Je Septerber 18, 1968)

Substance : ay desires more than one legal opinion

. before agreding to a proposition

. (unknown) of\Hanes and stating he thinks
William Bradford Huie (authoxr who is
writing a booR\ about Ray) misunderstood

hin.
* 2. 7o : J. B. Stoner (vige-president of National
States Rights Par\ty)
Fron :" Janes Earl Ray
Date : September 18, 1968

Subsfance : Advising Stoner he Xill reimburse hin
for expense of conmind to Memphis.

3. Tg : Jerry Ray (brother of Yames Earl Ray)
Ffrronm : James Earl Ray '
fa te :  September 18, 1968 ¢
Substance : Subject Ray wants Jerry Yo contact J. B.

Stoner to come to see hin\and he wants
Jerry to contact Percy Foxdeman (criminal
trial lawyer from Houston,\Texas) about

Enclosure James Earl Ray taking the witness stand.

REL: jns
(6)
CONTINUED - OVER
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Y

Rosen to Deloach memorandun ,
. RE: MURKIN '

4. To : Michael Bugene (attorney in London for
subject Ray)
‘ ‘From :  James Earl Ray
' : Date : September 20, 1968
‘ Substance : Attenmpting to obtain a transcript of th»

entire extradition proceedings, at
. suggestion of his attorney Hanes.

‘ 5. To : Jerry Ray (brother of James Earl Ray)
-t From * |, : Jznmes Earl Ray
Date : September 20, 1968
Substance : Subject Ray wants Jerry to contact the

London attorney, inquiring if Jerry
talked to attorney Percy Foreman and
J. B. Stoner.

6. To :  James Earl Ray

From : Jerry Ray (brother of Janes Earl Ray)
Date : Septembex 17, 1968
Substance : Advxsxno he has not talked to Hanes or

Stoner lately and Hanes previously
mentioned he wanted to talk to some of
Rays relatives. .

ACTION:
For your information, you will be advised of pertinent
developments. Attached are these letters for inspection.
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- -Avisiiors intend to return to Mem;his

.

R Today Special Agent Joseph Hester, Memphia Division, called to .
advise that pursuant to prior arrangements made with the Bureau, three .
~ representatives of the Attorney General's office in Memphis will be = -

- arriving tomorrow (Wednesday, September 25) to examine the evidence

' being held in the Laboratory in this case The three men are. .

Robert K. Dwyer - special assistant to the District Attorney,
James Bea.sley assistant district attorney, and,
.. ol Carlyla - mvesugator for the District Attorney s office, '
- rhe precise tHinerary of these gentlemen 1s unknown at thid time ~

U put it is expected they will arrive at approximaiely noon, tomorrow, ¥
‘1Wed.Sept25w DR \

. i advised sA Hester to have the representatives of the District Attorney 8
.- office contact your (Mr. Conrad's) office telephonically upon arrival and w ‘
- vproceed to the Justice Buﬂding and come to. room 7621 : .

SA Heater stated that after the evidence has been reviewed, the three -

- T Memphis is coniirming thene arrangements by teletype

l RECOMMENDATION S
‘ None - for mformatlon.k

1M Mohr

] cg;__}b‘:ﬁ \" 1‘\“ ,ﬁ]
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- “‘é” ; scﬂt 25’ 1968‘ R )
GENF:‘RAL INVESTIGA E DIVISION

This is the case involving the
murder of Rartin Luther King, Jr.

Tho attached relates to infore
mation furnished to us on a confidens,
tial basis, snd should not be digs- =
closad outsido this Bureau. Mr, Phil
M. Canale, Jr., State Attoracy

. Genex’ 1, ahﬂlby mnty, Nmas”e]
who is handliog the state's proseciu-
tion is aware of the coantents in the
attachod,

J, B. Stonar is no doubt identi.
cal to Jesse B. Stoner, Vice~chairman
of tho National Ststos Rights Party
{2 vicious anti-Semitic, anti-Negro,
right wing hate group based in
Savannsh, Georgis,)
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; . l . 1
FD5% (Rev. $-22-64) ‘ f, _ Do e e . 6 ‘ B 1) E -
: . I
. s . . I
. ! o \y\uﬁﬂ¢i b
: . EBI tt@ !
Date:  9-23-68 %
' 1
. . . . ) Y ] -
Transmit the following in - (Type Trplatiest o 2o V : -
, AIRTEL AM ‘ ]
Via : (Priority) ; .
i e A W S S S Su S W . oy W—._—"—y PG _Vm—_ S Wi Yo Grv v S S o S S SO G S W Wem et Yk ftow W Wowe W ””?"-‘_’ :—’—ZL -:z~ -
' g O’M “
TO: - DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) .

FROM: SAC (44%19%7) p . ¥

» .
-
i
-
-y e
.
1

2

On this date, Sheriff WILLYAM N, MORRIS, JR, advised
that he received ‘information that J, B, STONER, Attorney, had
been in correspondence with JAMES EARL RAY. The nature ot the
correspondence was to the effect that J, B, STONER volunteered
his services at no cost to JAMES EARL RAY and indicated that he
woud arrive in Memphis on Wednesday, 9/25/68, to meet with
JAMES EARL RAY, .

- Sherff MORRIS was of the opinion that JAMES EARL RAY
was losing interest in ARTHUR HANES, his present attorney, and
might conceivably let STONER defend him in the forthcoming
trial, Sheriff MORRIS also advised that he had picked up infor-
mation indicating that JAMES EARL RAY at tle present time was
desirous of taking the stand on his own behalt when the trial
occurs in Memphis. Sheriff MORRIS also stated that the current
attorney, ARTHUR HANES, does not want his client JAMES EARL RAY
to testify. . -

Bureau will be kept advised of additional developments
as they occur.,

@ BUREAU .
1 ATLANTA (INFO) (AM) ' : /
1 BIRMINGHAM (INFO) (AM)
1 MEMPHIS CLo

~
a

. xq‘! -
b ’ “ ~ "J(:l o )
x(tg.)r:BN o ;3\5\'\?"3 e = N 17 SEP 25 1968
'Gi .;\ ". N " y ! \ .,,/"“ ‘,;‘ U -..—;"-n.

>
vy PR .
¥ ¢ ot

épecic /A{;enl in Charge '

t

Approved:. ?Mm"/&” « Sent M  Per 3]
1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T & :
S T

o | September 20, 1968
PLAINTEXT ‘ '

TELETYPE D

- : . e . ng
"1 - Mr, Conrad
1 ~ Mr. Trotter

To: GAC, MEMPHIS
" From: DIRECTOR, FBI
- HURKIN ’

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CORTACT MR. PHIL M. CANALE, JR.,
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL, SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS AND ADVISE HIM HE
AND/OR HIS REPRESENTATIVES MAY PROCEED TO OUR LABORATORY IN
WASRINGTON, D. C. FOR REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE IN BUREAU'S
POSSESSION. HE SHOULD PROVIDE US WITH SUFFICIENT NOTIFICATION
AS TO HIS DATE OF ARRIVAL, YOU SHOULD ADVISE THE BUREAU AS 10
THE IDENTITY OF THE RESPECTIVE FIELD OFFICES THAT MR, CANALE
. PLANS TO HOLD PRETRIAL CONFERENCES WITH AGENTS AND WITNESS IN
'ORDER THAT SAC WILL HAVE SUFFICIENT NOTICE TO ARRANGE THEIR
PERSONAL ATTENDANCE IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE BUREAU'S INTEREST,

REL:mjd
(5)

NOTE; See Rosen to DelLoach memo, 9/19/68, captioned "MURKIN,"
ms., .
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: \ ‘ '
orfiomaL FORM D, 10 a w108 <
MAY 942 LOMON » S '

y %A GEN. ae0. MO."27

-

FROM

SUBJECT:

vhﬁjp}y\ﬂ “):> Do

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Vows
3
. Ao 8lsshopr
Memorandum T L NER B —
LN ' f‘t"
' ! ! Gole
! Mr. DeLoach DATE: September 19, 1968 is?:x;e:an___
1 - Mr. DeLoach ol men
. X - Mr. Rosen . Tele, Room mm
*A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Malley Holnes ——
63- Mr. McGowan
- Mr. Long
MURKIN 1 - Mr. Conrad
1l - Mr. Trotter
SYNOPSIS:

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Evidence recovered by Memphis authorities returned to
them. Evidence recovered by Bureau, including the 1966 Mustang
vehicle and docunments, retained by Bureau in view of outstanding
Federal charge against James Earl Ray. Department does not

desire to dismiss charge at this time. In view of scheduled

state trial of Ray in Memphis on November 12, 1968, disposition

of evidence recovered by Bureau discussed with Department. Depart-
ment advises 1966 Mustang should be turned over to Memphis au-
thorities, and we should retain 'all other evidence in view of
outstanding Federal charge. The Department further advised in
connection with future court action, if Mr. Phil ‘M. Canale, Jr.,
who is handling state prosecution, should make a request for

any particular piece of evidence retained by the Bureau, such

items should be made available to him. Conference held with

Mr. Canale and other representatives of his office and they rec- |
omnend their representatives meet with our Laboratory examiners i
to review the evidence in our possession and in selecting those
items which will be most advantageous to introduce at time of
trial. Mr. Canale plans to hold pretrial conferences in the
field with all witnesses including FBI Agents. When this is
firmed up instructions will be issued to SACs to personally
attend to protect Bureau's interest.

ACTION:
o 1. Laboratory being advised of conference with

Mr. Canale and review and selection of evidence to be used for *
trial.

2. Attached for approval are a teletype to Memphis and ;
Atlanta instructing the 1966 Mustang be released to Mr. Canale '
and a letter to the Department confirming the conversation con- .
cerning disposition of the evidence. N
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Rosen to DeLoach Memorandum ‘
RE: MURKIN '

BACKGROUND :
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr.

' At the specific instructions of the Director the evidence
recovered by the Memphis Police Department at the scene of the ;
assassination in Memphis was returned to them after our Laboratory
examination, The report of our Laboratory findings was also o
transmitted to the Memphis Police Department.

Evidence recovered by the Bureau has been retained in our -
Laboratory in view of the outstanding Federal charge, namely, '
the Civil Rights conspiracy charge against subject Ray, The
evidence we have recovered includes the 19 Mustang automobile,
maps, bed sheets, a television set, various items of food, and .
personal articles of clothing., It is noted that a latent finger- -
print was located on a map which matched Ray's fingerprints and
hairs and fibers located in the articles of clothing compared
favorable with those located in the evidence at the scene of the
assassination, A

We also have in our possession documents which include the
handwriting, hand printing, and typewriting identified as being
prepared by Ray, We are continually comparing new documents
with those we are retaining. For example, on August 23, 1968, R
we learned that subject Ray was employed by a restaurant in b
Winnetka, Illinois, during May and June, 1967, The documents
relating to Ray's employment were obtained and forwarded to the
Laboratory for examination purposes and identifications were made,

' We have raised the question with the Department as to
whether or not the complaint filed against James Earl Ray should
be dismissed. The Department has advised that in their view it
would not be appropriate to dismiss the complaint at this time

as the conspiracy investigation is still underway. The Department

- further advised that after investigation has been completed, they

would want to review the facts to determine whether or not Federal
prosecution of Ray or other persons might be appropriate,

In view of the scheduled state trial of James Earl Ray

in Memphis, Tennessee, on November 12, 1968, we discussed with
the Department the disposition of evidence recovered by the reau,
As a result thereof, the Department has advised that the 196?u o
Mustang automobile recovered in Atlanta should be turned ove
to the Memphis authorities; however, all other evidence which we

. recovered, including the documents, should be maintained in our
possession in view of the outstanding Federal charge and our
continuing investigation. ,The Department further advised they
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