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Iir. Deloach August 13, 1968
' 1 - Mr. DeLoach
4. Hosen o 1 - Mr, Rosen

’ 1 - ?ﬂf. mey
MURKIN 1~ lir. Long

1 - Wﬁ MCGOWRB

SAC Joseph Gamble of the Birmingham Office has teiephonlcany
furnished the following information,

Donald Woods, the salesman for the Aeromarine Supply Company,
BEirmingham, Alabama, who sold the rifle recovered at the scene of Eing's
assasslnation te Ray, has been contacted by Ray's attorney, Arthur Hanes,

Hamm advised Woods that Ray was a "little fuzzy" on the details
of the pm’chase'of the gun and for that reason Hanes would like to interview
Wcods to obtain -more specific information.

x'-._1 ‘

CWoods contacted our Birmingham OCffice today to inquire as to
whether hgﬁhnuldf consent to an Interview with Hanes,

# <I—F.’drmmghza,m furnished no advice to Woods concerning the matter
but advised him that the request would be brought to the attention of the
appropriate State and Federal authorities concerned with Ray's prosecution.

SAC Gamble has advised the LMemphis Cffice of Hanes' request
and instructed Memphis to bring the matter immediately to the attention of
Phil M, Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County, Tennessee,
who is handling the State prosecution, Since Federa.l process charging Ray
with violation of the Civil Rights Statute (Section 241, Title 18, U. 8. Code)
is outstanding in Birmingham, SAC Gamble is also bringing Hanes‘ request
to the attention of the U, 8. Attorney in Birmingham, _

Any instructions to Woods relating to the interview requested by
Hanes will be issued by State Attorney General FPhil M. Canale, Jr., and/or
the U. S, Attorney at Birmingham and the Birmingham Cifice will furnish
absolutely no advice to YVoods on the matter,

ACTION:

Information relating to Hanes' request for an interview with Woods

is also being brought to the attention of the Civil Kights Division of the
Department. ’

JGisvea
(6)
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Mr. DeLoach , August 9, 1963
“ 1 ~ Mr, DaLoach
A. Rosen I - Mr. Rosen

1 = ir. Mslliey
1 « Mr., ¥cGowan

MURKIN ' Ly ur. Lomg

This is the case involving the surder of
Hexrtin Luther King, Jr_.

- Special Agent in Charge {(8AC) Joseph Gamble of
the Birmiagham Office telephonicelly advised that he
recoeived & telephone call from Robert Wood, owner of the
Aeromarxine Supply Company, Birsingham, Als » to the
offect that his son, Donnld Wood, and other employees of
the company have been receiving threatening telephone
calls, It is ooted that James Earl Ray purchased the
rifle from Donkld Wood of the Aeromerine Supply Company
op March 2030, 1088, To be sapecific, the csll that
Donald Wood received from an unknown individual was to
the offect thut he would not live to testify in the
James Earl Hay case. The employpes received telephone
calls slong the 1line that they wanted to know if they
sold aawed-0if shotguns snd told theom thiey had bettor

start to sell them, .

SAC Gamble astated that be has taken no action
on this matter and due to the importance of this case,
ho would like the Burasu's views.

Mr, Stephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney General,
Civil Rights Division, waa apprised of the threatening
tolaphone calls received, and he was advised that it has
not m& yat been determinod if Federal process will be
dismissed, we are slerting the Rirminghas authorities of
the thrests made.: In viev of the Tennessee suthorities®
prosecution of subject Ray on State charges, we are notifying
Mr. Phil M. Canmale, Jr., State Attorney Generzl, Shelby
County, Teanessoe, of these telephons calls.

After learning of this informmtion, Mr. Pollsk
sdvised that ho 414 not desire any further action, bowever,
he did desire thst our Birminghsm Office apprise the U, S.

&
REL:cs ,()}/ . /\Q ¢ 2?
(6) o CONTINUED - OVER
6\@q\\\N0\ \ %\q\b(l
V)
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semorandum to iir. DeLoach (\QW(ﬂ(
RE: MUHRKIN

Attorney in Birmingham of the calls received and the fact that
the FDI is conducting no investigation. Mr, Pollak also stated
that it Mr. Wood further informs the FBI of any threatening
calls received by Donald Wood, they should be channglized in
this same manner.

Birmingham and Memphis have been advised as to
‘the above.

ACTION:

The above will be confirmed in writing to the
Department,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr. W. C, Sullivan L ~ 8/8/68

W, A. Branigan

H

‘This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Attached is Xerox copy of Memphis airtel dated ,

7/31/68 relating to investigation to identify two individuals,
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand oxr Rend, who checked into
¥illiam Len Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, at 2:38 p.m. on 4/4/68
and checked out at approximately 12:10 a.m, on 4/5/68. The
circumstances surrounding their departure in Memphis shortly
after the murder of King has warranted our investigation to
identify these individuals since there is always the possibility
that they may have been involved in the murder of Xing. Our s
investigation to date has been negative and the conclusion of
Memphis is that both of these individuals were 'running from
something." There is also attached a memorandum from Mr. Rosen
to Mr, Deloach indicating that in view of the possibility that .
NWalker and Rand may have been implicated as co-conspirators

in the King slaying, that the.fingerprints developed on hotel

" registration cards relating to them be compared with fingerprints
0of white Bureau fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35, :

An order to assist in the identification of Walker
and Rand, or Rend, it is suggested that consideration be given
to contacting informants in the Klan and white hate groups since
"there 18 a possibility that these informants may be able to
- Adentify known militant members of the Klan or white hate groups
who were not in their normal location on the day of and the day
after King's murder. There is a very meager physical description
for both individuals and if consideration is given to requesting
a check of logical racial informants it is suggested that a
review be made of the Memphis report relating to our investigation
of these individuals, ’

Enclosures - 2 ] P
e g A S

é’ % Mr. A. Rosen BT

1 - Mr. G, C, Moore A RIPi 2
1l - Mr, W, A, Branigan

1l - Mr. R, E, Long -

1~ Mr. G, ¥, Quinn

GNQ:bab (8)
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan 8/8/68

W, A, mnim

i vt

MURKIN

~ This case involves the murder of Martin x.{zther Xing, Jr.

' " Attached is Yerox copy of Memphis airtel dated
7/31/68 relating to investigation to identify two individuals,
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand or Rend, who checked inte .
William Len Hotel, Mesphis, Tennessee, at 2138 p.m. on 4/4/68
and checked out at approximately 12:10 a.m. on 4/5/68. The
circumstances surrvounding their departure in Memphis shortly
after the murder of Xing has warranted our investigation to
identify these individuals since there iz alwayas the possibility

' that they may have been involved im the murder of King.

investigation to date has been negntive and the conclusion of
Memphis is that both of these individusls were "running from ,
something." There is alsc attached a memorandum from Jr, Rosen
to Mr. Delouch indicating that in view of the possibility that
Wallker and Rand may have been implicated as co-conspirators

in the King slaying, that the tingerprints developed on hotel
registration cards relating to them be compaxed with fingerprints
of white Bureau fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35. ,

In order to assist in the identification of Walkex.
and Rand, oxr Rend, it isx suggested that consideration he given
. to coatacting informants in ‘the Klan and vhite hate groups since

there is & possibility that these informants may be able to
identify known uilitant members of the Klan ox white hate groups
who were not in their normal location on the day of and the day
after King's murder. There is a very msager physiocal description
for beth individuals and if consideration ix given to requesting
s check of logical racinl informants it iz suggested that a
review be made of the Memphis report relating te our investigation
of these individuals.

Enclosures - 2

1l - Mr. A. Rosen

1 - Mr. ¥. C, Bullivan

1 - ¥r. G, C. Moors
"~&'¢ “C Ao m“n
- Mr. R, X, Long
- M. Go M, m’.u

 -GNQsbab (8)
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We have had absolutely no
indication that vVincent Walker and
Lawrence Rand were affiliated with
or associated with any Klan ox hate
type organization. The descriptions
of these individuals are exceptionally
meager, To contact informants to possi-
bly identify these individuals due' to
type of information available could
easily result in a wastecof Agent time.

,,«\\3‘/

R' 6(LG&1&V R.E, oxg
\)\V -g
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A\ NAN
Nr, Deloach August 8, 1968
1 - ‘ro D‘meh
A. Rosen 1 « Mr, Rosen

é" Il.'. 'm‘n

MURKIN Nr. long

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther Xing, Jr,.

Captain J. G. Ray, Memphis Police Department, who
is in charge of the security of subject Ray, has confiden-
tislly advised us that Judge ¥. Preston Battle, Bhelby
County Crimisal Court, Mewphis, has received a letter from
Jarya sad Laska Van Doornes, Bellflower, Califernia. This
letter was dated August 3, 1068, and requested the
address of Ray's attorney, Arthur J. Hanes. The letter
in part stated "¥e have 2 mumber of things we would like
to tell the defense.”

Buresu indices are negative regarding Marys and
Laska Van Doornen. x

‘Our Memphis Office has requested Los Angeles
Office to discrestly determine ideatity of the Van Doorneps,
and if possible, to determine what, if any, conmectiem
they might have had witkh Ray. Mewpbis alsc stated, unless
advised to the contrary by the Puress, no attempt will be
made to interview these persons sxcept possibly under a
suitable pretext as we d0 not desire to iwvite charges of
interfering with the subject's defense,

The Los Angeles Office has been advised not to
intexview the Yan Doormens under my circumstamces, ut to
procesd to determine their ideatity through office records
and esatablished mources.

RECONMERDATION

If approved, the attached communication be seat
to los Angeles, with copy to Memphis, confiraing Buresu
instructions,
Eaclosure

RRL:cs
(¢)
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: - August 8, 1968
AIRTEL
To:. SAC, Los Angeles
From: Director, FBI
MURKIN
ReMEairtel 8-6-68.

appropriate sources determine identity of Marya and Laska Van Doornen,
17810 Carpintero Avenue, Bellflower, California, and any connsction they might

have had with subject Ray.

Los Angeles should not under any circumstances attempt to
. interview them as we do not desire to invite charmuotlntortoringwith

the subject’s defense.
1 - Memphis _
/ i
‘REL:hw
(5)
\ NOTE: See Rosen to DeLoach memo, same caption, same date, REL:cw.
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8-6-68
AIRTEL

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
MURKIN

Captain J, G. RAY, Memphis Police Department, in charge
of security of subject RAY, has confidentialy advised that Judge
W. PRESTON BATTLE, Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis, has
received a letter from MARYA and LASKA VAN DOORNEN, 17810
Carpintero Avenue, Bellflower, California, dated 8-3-68,
requesting the address of subject's attorney, ARTHUR J, HANES,

This letter states in part, "We have a number of things we would
1ilke to tell the defense."

Los Angeles should discreetly determine identity of the
VAN DOORNENS and, if possible, determine what, if any, connection
they might have had with subject RAY, '

UACB, no attempt should be made to interview these persons

except possibly under a suitable pretext, as we do not desire to
invite charges of interfering with the subject's defense.

G nmaay

2 LOS ANGELES (AN)
1 MEMPHIS

JCH:BN
(6)
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¥r, DeLloach ‘ | August 3, 1’988

‘ : 1 - M. Deloach
A, Rosen. 1 - Mr, Rosen
1 - Mr. ¥alley

MURKIN " | @ Nr. Long

This is the case involving the mrdor of
artin Luthor Xing, Jr.

© Nr. Tred ). Vinsoxn, Jr., Assistant Atumy '
General, Criminsl Division, was previously furnished
eleven separtte investigative reports, which contained
pertinent data to the investigation of this case,
Included ixn these reports was 2 prosscutive summery
roport which was furnished to Mr. Phil N. Canale, Jr.,
fState Attorsey Genersl of 3helby County, Tennessee.

The Britisk authorities have provided us with E
the origissl documents regarding official proceediaga in /
the extradition of James Eerl Ray in London. Wo furnished
f copy of thess to Jr, Yimson. Tha Now Scotland Yard
report regarding the sctivities of Ray in England wasg
also provided to Mr. Yinson,

By memoxands we have requested that ir, 'ﬂmn
mm us if he desired that the above be furnished to
Mr, Cansle wvho is handling the state's prosecution of
Rey. By memorandunof Augaat 6, 1968, Mr. Vinson advised
that he is authoriziag us to reletase all results of our
inveatigation to Mr. Canale which are relevant for trisl
purposes, Nr. Vinmson also sdvised that the report as
2&(:1?41:”: New Scotland Yard may be disseminated to

. Canale,

The attached latior to Mr. Vinsen is foxr the
purpose of advising him that our investigative reports
-and the documents and the yeport of New Scotland Yard
are being disseminated to Mr. Casale in sccordance with
hig instructions,

‘Enclosures (2)

REL:cs )
\ (6) COKRYTINURD -~ OVER
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Meao Rosen 1o Deloach
RE: MURKIN ‘ Bt

e
Also attached im a communication to Memphis ~
instructing them to disseminate reports, documents and
report of New Scotland Yard to Mr, Camnle.
AcTIoN: |

That the attached letter to dr. Yinson and
commnication to Nemphis be approved.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Mr. ¥red M. Yinsom, Jr. August 8, 1968
Assistant Attorney General

ASSASSINAT ON OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In accordance with your 4nstructions contained

in your memorandum of August 6, 1968, we are disseminating
the following reports to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., Btate
Attorney Genersl of Shelby County, Tennessoe:

REL:cs
(4)

‘Report of Special Agent Henry A. siov da'fod
April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alsbama;

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
April 17, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent Alan G. Sentinella
dated April 18, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgim}

Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets

Califoraia; 7

Report o Special Agent Stephen M. Calleader
dated April 29, 1968, at New Orlesas,
Iouisiana;

Heport of Special Agent Jos C. fHester dated
April 30, 1968, at Memphis, Tennesses;

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddistex
dated May 2, 1968, at Jackson, Mississippi;

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated
May 13, 1968, at Newark, New Jersey;

Report of 'Spocxhl. Agent Reymond B. Howe dated
May 15, 1968, at Xsnsas City, Missouri; and

Report of Specisl Agent Raymond B. Howe dated
June 14, 1568, at XKansas City, Missouri.

SEE NOTE PAGE TVO,,..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr, ¥red M. Yinson, Jr,

-

Ye are also providing Mr. Canzle with the original
docunents provided to us by the British authorities in
regaxrds to the extradition proceedings of James Earl Ray
and the most recent report of New Scotland Yard.

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/8/68,
captioned MURKIN, REL:cs.
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August 8, 1968

Airtel

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

You should. provide Mr. Phil X¥. Canale, Jr., State
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee, the following
investigative reports, copies of which are in your possession:

Report of Special Agent Henry A. Snow dated
4/17/68, at Birmingham, Alabams;

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
4/17/68, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent Alsn G. Sentinella
dated 4/18/68, at Atlanta , Georgia;

‘Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets dated
4/18/68, at Los Angeles, California;

Report of Special Agent Stephen M. Callender
dated 4/29/68, at New Orleans, louisiana;

Report of Special Agent Joe C, Hester dated
4/30/68, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddister
dated 5/2/68, at Jackson, Mississippi;

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated
5/13/68, at Newark, New Jerseoy;

Enclosures (13)

REL:cS
(4) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE,,,
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Airtel SAC, MNemphis
RE: MURKIN !

Report of Special Agent Raymond B, Howe dated
5/15/68, at Kansas City, Missouri; and

Report of Special Agent Raymond Bﬁ Howe dated
6/14/68, at Kansas City, Missouri,

Enclosed you will find the following original set
and one copy of the set of documents provided to us by the
British authorities in regards to the extradition proceedings
of James Earl Ray:

1. PFirgerprint comparison charts used in the
teatimony by our Latent Fingerprint Examiner
George J. Bonebrake;

2, Fingerprints of Ray as taken on 6/8/68, by
British suthorities;

3. Two separate orders issued by the Bow Street
Magistrates' Court dated 8/13/68, pursuant to
"The Extradition Act, 1870," relative to this
matter (One order relates to the murder charge
in Tennessee and the other to the escape charge
in Missouri.);

4. Jedical Officer's Certificate dated 7/18/88,
issued by the authorities of Wandsworth Prison;

§. An order dated 7/18/68, commanding Ray to
be delivered to officizls of the United States
Govexnment; and .

6. Court testimony of several individuals.

You should provide the original set of documents to
Mr. Canale and copy of the original set should be retained for
your records,

In addition, you may provide Mr. Canale the enclosed

repert of New Scotland Yard. A copy of this report was
previously provided to you for your information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Airtel SAC, Memphis
RE: MURKIN

In furnishing the above reports and documents to
Mr. Cansle, it must be with the complete understanding that
the reports and documents and contents thereof are not to
be released outside his office. You should insure that no
administrative pages and administrative data are included in
the reports disseminated to Mr. Canale.

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/8/68,
captioned as above, REL:cs,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JUL 3¢
Director L 31 1968
Federal Bureau of Investigation g

Fred M. Vinson, Jr..
Assistant Attarney General
Criminal Divisjon

Agsassination of ‘
Martin Luther*l(ing. Jr.

. Thig will acknowledge your memorandum of July 26,
- 1968, titled as above.

It may well be that Mr. Canale, the State Attorney
General of Shelby County, Tennessee, will wish to examine
Items 1 and 6 listed in that. memorandum. I would doubt
that he would have use for the other material, but would
appreciate it if you would make known to him its availability.

I spoke to Mr. Canale several weeks ago, and he
indicated to me that he would soon commence trial prepara-
tion, A substantial amount of the evidence which I am sure
he will want to produce at trial comes about through the
intensive PBI investigation into this matter, as well as FBI
laboratory work. I would suggest that it might be timely
to have Mr., Jensen, SAC in Memphis, contact Mr. Cansale
to be sure that he is aware of the scope and extent of the.
federal investigation and to proffer him whatever agsistance
he xequires.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Hr. Deloach August 6, 1568

A, Rosen 1 -~ Mr. Rosen
1 - Hr., Malley
«~ ¥r. kRcGowan
HURKIK ¥Mr. Long
~ Mr. Sullivaen

this is the case involving the murder of
Hartin Inther King, Jr.

our Legal Attache in London previously furnished
2 copy of 8 lotter from subject az Reamon G. Jnoyd dated
July: 4, 1968, addressed to & Mr., J. B, Stoner, Attorasy-
at-Law, Savanneh, Geoorgia. This letter in cssonce stated
that subject was shown & letter written by Stoaner
concorning a legal fund which Stcner represants and
subject advises that he hed retained Ur. Hanes and would -
like to get his sdvice before he takes any action.
Letter continues by advising that subject appreciates
Stoner’s offer of sssistance. It is noted that this
Staner is possibly idontical to one Jesse B, Stoner, who
is Vice President of the National State Rights Party
{NSRP) with headquartors in Ssvannah, who has been
described as a racial rabble rouser.

¥e have learned that Dr, Edward . Fields, s
NSRDP Birector, had announced that the Patriotic Legal
Aid Pund of Savannab had offered to defend James EFarl
Bay, the accused slayer of Martin luther King, Jr.

An informant of Savannsh Division haz informed
us that Dr, Fields made a statement that he was & personal
friend of Arthux Hames, Jr., the attorney for James Earl
sy, snd Jesse B, Stonor recently mentioned thet Hanes
had called them apparently at the NSRP Office, acted aad
and pointed out that he did not even recall meeting them
end he was not *“thelr friend.” According to the informent
Fields and Stoner were miffed tiat Hanes was s0 uafriendly,
but acknowledged they had met Hanes only on oae occasion
which was for a briefl moment. The informant further
stated that the financial status of the NSRP is such that
thioy could not afford to contribute any mogey to Ray's
defense, and the inforasnt was of the opinion that TFields
and Stoner had made the initiel offer to aid Ray for their
own publicity and for the purpose of attempting to increase
thelr own prestige,

REL:cg (7) CONTINUEDR - OVER
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7/31/68
AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SAVANRAH (44-17G8)(P)
HURKIN

Re Duairtel 7/25/68, and SVairtel to Director,
7/29/68, in captioned natter; and SVairtel to
Director, 6/28/68, captioned "NATIONAL STATES
RIGHTS PARTY, RR (ORGANIZATION) ™.

On 7/28/68, SV 524-R (PROB), (PROTECT IDENTITY),

- advised that with regard to the proviously reperied statements

nade by Dr, EDVARD R, FIELDS, NSRP, tbat he was 2 rersonal
friend of ART HANES, Atiorney for JAMES EARL RAY, alleged
nurderer of MARTIN LIMHER KING, JR,, JESSE B, STONER recently
wentioned that HANES had called them, spparently at the NSRP
Oifice, acted mad, and pointed out to them that he did not
even recell over meeting them and that he was not “their friend”,
According to this source, FIRLDS and STONER were niffed that
was s¢ uniriendly, but acknowledged at the timeo that they
had pnet HANES on only one occesion for a brief moment, This
informart said he has haard nothing further about BNy corres-
pondence from JAKMES EARL RAY or of any efforts by FIFLDS or
STORER 1o intercede for him, This source mtated that the
Tinancial gtatus of the NSRP is such that they eounld not afford
to contribute any money to RAY's deiense, although they had
nade the offer in the name of the Patriotic Legxl Aid Fund of
Savanagi,

L e

3/~ Buresu {B3)

2 ~ Henphis (44-1087) (RR)
1 « Birningham (RM)

2 -~ Savannah

CHO/bb
(8)
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‘Hemo Bomen to m:.ou:hr

RE: WURKIN
ACTION:

Yor your informmtiom. You will be advised of
pertineat developments.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7/31/68
AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38561)
FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44-176GS) (P)
HYRKIN

Re Buairtel 7/25/68, and SVairtel to Director,
7/25/68, in capticned matter; and SVairtel to
Director, 6/28/68, captioned "NATIONAL STATES
RIGHTS PARTY, RR (ORCGANIZATION)®.

‘ ‘ On 7/25/€8, SV 524-R (PROB), (PROTECT IDENTITY),
edvissd that #ith regard to the proviously reporied statements
aade by Dr. EDVARD R, FPIELDS, NSRP, that he was 2 personal
friend of ART HANES, Attorney for JAMES EARL RAY, alleged
wurderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, JESSE B, STONER recently
wentioned that HANES had called them, spparently at the NSRP
Gffice, acted nad, and pointsed out to them that he did not
even recall ever meeting them and that he was not “thoir friend™,
According to this source, FIRLDS and STONER were niffed that
HANES wgs so unfriendly, but scknowlodged at the time that they
had net HANES on only one occasion for a brief moment. Thig
informart sald he has heard nothing further about any corres-
pondence from JAMES BARL RAY or of any efforts by FIELDS or
STORER to intercede for bim, This source stated that the
fingneial status of the NSRP is such that they conld not afford
to contyribute any money to RAY's defense, although they had
ngde the offer in the name of the Patriotic Legal Aid Fund of
Savannah,

.3/~ Buresu (Ri)

2 =« Henphis {(44-1987) (RM)
1 ~ Birsdngham (RM)

2 = Savannah

CHO/bb
(6)
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Y 44-1768

Thig informant was of the opinion that BTONER and
YIELDS had nade the initial offer to aid JAMES EARL RAY for
the publicity and for the purpose of attempting toc increase
their own prestige.

The Savannsh Office has instructed this informant to
be alexrt for any future contacts between the NSRP officials and

JANES EARL RAY or his attorney or representatives.
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Routing Stip
0+7 (Rev. 3-31-87)

TO: SAC, °

(-] Baltimere
- Biringhan
...) Boston
(C]) Butfalo
(_) Butte

[.] Charlotte
) Chicago
(] Cincinnatt
Cleveland
Columbla
Dallas
Denver
Detroit

El Paso
Honolulyg

RE:
MURKIN

&] For inforpation

-

(.} Houston
() Indtanapolis
(. }-Jackson

(**] Jacksonville

() Kamsas City
() Knoxville

(") Las Vegas

(") Little Rock

(_) Los Angeles

- Loutsville

() New Haven
[ ] New Orleans

_ Betention
) optional

Date

) actton

(Copies to Offices Checked)

New York GCity Tampa
Nortolk Wagshington Field
Qklahoma Tty Quanttce
Onaha

Phitadelphia TO LEGAT:
Phoenix [ ) Bern
Pittsburgh (] Born
Portland ("} Buenos Aires
Richmond | | Hong Kong
St. Louls (] London

Salt Lake City [,_] Manila

] San Antonto
() San Diego

[L) San Fran¢isco

Sqnto Domingo
Tokyo
() Springfield

8/6/68

A
For appropriate
7] Surep, BY bt

‘The enclosed is {or your information. If used in a future repost, I:) conceal

all sources, [ peraphrase contents.

{3J) Etclosed are c¢orrected pages from report of SAs

dated

-

Remorks:

Attached is a report of New Scotland

Yard received from Legat, London.

The

Department has been furnished a copy of this
report and permission has been requested to
furnish the report to Mr. Canale, State .
Attorney General.

£ac. (1)

Bufile (44..38361)
uste (44-1987)
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. August 5, 1968
Assistant Attorney General Suss > ;:1

Director, ¥BI : 1 - Mr. Long
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KIRG, JR,

Enclosed you will find a copy of a report
turnishod to us by New Scotland Yard, This report -
contains information concerning the activities of
subject James Earl Ray while in London, Xugland, from
May 7, 1968, to the date of his apprehension on
June 8, 1968, This report also contains a sumsary
of 1nvest:l.¢atiou conducted by New Scotland Yard.,

- 0fticials of New motland !lrd have advised
this report may be disseminated to Teanessee authori-
ties for assistance in preputing their case for
prosecution.

In view of thu you are requested to
aduse if you desire thnt this report of New Scotland -
Yard be furnished to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.,’ State
A@tomy Gpnorﬂ » Shelby County, Tennessee.
Enclosure
"REL:CcS

(4)

NOTE: See Memo A. Rosen ‘to Mr. DeLoach, dated 8/1/68
- captioned IIURKIN REL:cs.

APRY XA M\/ %\g\\’% :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e . |
. N '
- LTI I 4 . . X
" | "’

7/26/68
' 5 Yerox copies mode
AIRTEL Qk New Sco‘\\ 2 NX \“\'m:}{ RD,.?@./!I

1— ha. Resew
We Vinsow o ':wr\/

\ -
1= “ﬂﬂm@kwé

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: -  LEGAT, LONDON (88-72) (P)
MURKIN |

ReBucab 7/23/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau is copy of New Scotland
Yard report containing all information concerning the
activities of subject while in London from 5/7/68 to the
date of his apprebhension 6/8/68. Also contained in the report
is summary of investigation conducted by New Scotland Yard in
this matter. This report was officially handed to Assistant
Legat on 7/25/68 and it may be disseminated to Tennessee
authorities foxr assistance in preparing their case for prose-
cution. '

Also enclosed for the assistance of Buremu super-
visors are three copies of a2 list of London communications to
the Bureau in this matter. These are in the form of cables
and airtels, and any information contained therein can now be
disseminated to Tennessee authorities with the exception of
that in London airtel dated 7/16/68. This airtel enclosed
items furnished to this office by New Scotland Yard on a
confidential basis, and included letters from subject to
~various individuals in the U. 8., as well as prison warders'
reports.- : ' :

In regard to the prison warders' reports, this
office has officially directed a communication to the Assistant
Under-~Secretary of State for Prison Affairs asking for all
prison staff reports oi pertinence in this matter, and when
they are received offieially they can in turn be furnished to
Tennessee authorities. ' : ‘

3 - Bureau (Encls.  4)
1 - Liaison (direct)
1 - London'

ACM:cn

(5)
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak ) August 5, 1968
Assistant Attorney Gensral :
Director, FBI h @- Mr. Long

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

We are in receipt of a memorandum from Mr. Fred M, -
‘Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, dated
July 29, 1968, which was in response to our memorandum dated
. July 23, 1968, raising the question as to whether the Department
should arrange for immediate dismissal of the Federal complaint
against James Earl Ray.. Mr. Vinson concurred in our recommen-
dation that Federal Process be dismissed.

We indicated in this memorandum it is our understanding
that prosecution of the Civil Rights - Conspiracy charge is no longer
. possible in view of the fact that this offense was not cited in the order
of extradition. '

Inasmuch as your view is in conmet with the opinion
expressed by the Criminal Division, we would appreciate knowing
under what circnmstames prosecution of James Earl Ray would be

£ obwmi H

REL:erg
(4)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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. NOTE:

. We directed a memorandum to the Attorney General pointing
out that it was our understanding that since the Civil Rights - Conspiracy
charge was not cited in the order of extradition, prosecution was not -
possible on this charge. The Criminal Division of the Department advised
the Civil Rights Division that it concurred with our observation.

''In a memorandum from the Civil Rights Division of the Department
they advised it would not be appropriate to dismiss the complaint at this time
as the conspiracy investigation is still underway. They further pointed out
that if the evidence and outcome of state proceedings warrant continued
pursuit of the prosecution against Ray, they would want to consider steps
through proper channels to obtain a waiver from British Government under
the treaty so prosecution could proceed. This memorandum to Mr. Pollak
is for clarification in view of the position taken by Mr. Vinson. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




& . July 31, 1088 ,

GENERAL INVESTIGATI IVISION
This is tha case inWlving the
murder of Martin luthexr King, Jr.

. Attached is in response to our
‘memorandun to the Attorney General
pointing out that it was our under-
standing that since the Civil Rights -
Conspiracy charge was not cited in the
order of extradition, prosgsecution -
was not possible on this charge. The
Criminal Division advised the Civil
Rights Division that it concurred
with our observation.

We will, of course, continue
to run out any fllegations relating
to possible conspiracies in this
case,

REL:cs
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Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation 1117 . Y
JUL 301958

Stephen J. Pollak T

Asgistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Diviaion SJP:DRO:at]
Wh-72-662

#41-157-147

JAMES FARL RAY

This 4s In response to your memorandum to the
Attorney General of July 23, 1968, raising the question
as to vhether or not the complaint flled against Ray
in Birminghanm on April 17, 1968 under 18 U.S.C. 241
should be dismissed.

In our view, 4t would not be appropriate to dismiss
the complaint at this time. The conspiracy investiga-
tion i3 atill under way. After that investigation has
been completed, we would want to review the facts and
determine whether or not prosecution of Ray or other
persons nizht be appropriste. If the evidence and the
outcome of the State proceedings warranted our continued
pursuit of the prosecutlion against Ray, we would want to
consider appropriate steps through proper channels to ,
try to obtain a walver from the British government under
the Treaty so that prosecution could proceed,
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© Stephen J, Pollak

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Fred M. Vinson, Jr,
. Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division °

JAMES EARL RAY .

/

to the Attorney General from the FBI is attached,

Y

‘We concur in this recommendation.

A Xerox copy of a memorandum dated July 23,

July 29, 196

°

Mr. Tolson

Mr. De!»ach_;"....

Mr. Moh?.. o
Mr. BishoD cmmmen
Mr. Casper...w
Mr. Callaban ...,
Mr. Conrad ...
Mr. Felt -y
Mr. Gale 7,

r. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan......
Mt- Tavel [Py,
Mr. Tretter... ...
Tele. RoOm e immen
Miss Hulmws e
Miss Gandy .
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JAMES EARL RAY . S LT
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, It is noted that a complaint was filed before the United States
Commiscsioner ai Biriingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1688, charging '~ | .
the stbject, 23 Eric Starvo Galt, with a violation of Section 241, B .
Tille 18, United States Cede. ", , e
N ‘ . “ - (!f : 1:‘,;
ST - It is our understanding that prosecution of the above charge ”
- fis no longer possible in view of the foct that this offense was not eited 4
7. fin the orcer of extraditicn. 1t is requested that we bo advisedasto .- .
. nclher this is correct aad if this is <0, it is suggested that the '
Department arrange for the immediate dismissal of the Federal L
complaint, - “ C s e ISR
1 - The Depuly Attorney Geaeral ~ = 0 TV i gy e T
@ ¥r, Fred M. Vinscen, Jr. A PR i ' :
e 4Lzsistant Attorney Geaeral | 7 o T o w0 T e L
 , - . - . . . ‘ ~. .- ,~ e . . ‘:’{ ~=""._ :, :
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’ ¥ i 3 ,. \ ‘ ‘ ' ' . . o -
- . b = . g oo, " v 3
€ y o ' vl . ‘s , .y ) ' L' /\/}‘\;5



=



. .

domc Posen to pPelosch
RE: WURKIR

BECOMMENDATION:

Since all other logical investigatiom has besn
conducted in en effort to identity ihese individusls without
success, and in view of the possibility thoy may hasve been
implicated as co-conspirstom in the King slaying, it is
rgcommended, it feesible, that the latent fingerpriats
developed on tihe hotel registration csrds be compared with
those of white PDureau fugitivos between the agem of 20 and
35, It is noted that the best available informati on
indicates that Walker and Rand are described as white males
between the ages of 20 and 35,
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- Memo Rosen to DeLoag .
Re: MURKIN

-~

ADDENDUM OF THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION: MI{I E. McDaniel/hs 8-6-68

The foregoing recommendation is premature. Of the eleven latent
fingerprints developed on the hotel registration cards concerning Walker and
Rand only two on one of the Walker cards are possibly susceptible to a comparison
of the type recommended. The Identification Division has no information to
indicate/that the latent fingerprints are those of Walker or Rand. Prior to con-
sidering the recommendation of the General Investigative Division, the Memphis
Office should submit elimination prints of the hotel employees and law enforce-
ment officers who may have had occasion to handle the evidence. Upon receipt
of such elimination prints the Identification Division will make comparisons with
the latents developed on the hotel registration cards. This examination might
very well eliminate the two latent prints on the one Walker card which do appear
to be p?ssibly susceptible to the recommended comparison. '

If the General Investigative Division feels that on the basis of the
information available to them that the costly, time-consuming examination which

they have recommended is warranted, then it is suggested that the elimination
prints be obtained before proceeding further in this matler.

/e
S

ADDENDUM OF GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: REL:cs 8/8/68

In view of the important phase of eliminating
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand as possible conspirators
in this case, we are instructing our Memphis Office to .
submit elimination prints. Upon receipt of these elimination
prints, it will be recommended that the Identification
Division compare the pertinent latents with those of white
Bureau fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35. ll{

tA)\\yF//

—

-3 -

;" . ome
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. mm August 2, 1968
A+« ROROR | , 1 -~ ¥r. Rosen

1 « Mr. MeGowan

LEGISLATION REGARDING . I %, long
ABSASSBINATION OF NARTIN LUTHER ‘ 1 & ur. Casper
KING, JR, AND ZRNAYOR " 1 =« ¥r, Shroder

mr YRANCIS XRNNEDY

The attached is 3 b11l (H.R, 19074) introduced
in the Nouse of Represeatatives oa July 30, 1968, by
Congresammn Brows of Ohio and others for the purpose of ‘
sstablishing & joint congreasioanl committee to investigate
‘the srrest and prosscution of persons is commection
with the slsyings of Martin mthor KXing, Jr. asd Senator
Robert Franeis Xennedy,

¥e have conducted extensive umtmﬂ»a
Togarding the slayings of Martim Luther King, Jr. and
Robext Fraacis Xemnedy. We are, ol course, contiming
to ren out any sllegations nutias to ymibl- conspirscien
in these two cases,.
ACTION:

‘Eaclosure

RELiCS
(8)
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SAC, Atlanta (66-772) - i 3-5-63

Divector, FBI PERSONAL ATTENTION
ODD-HOUR SHIFTS . _ v
ATLANTA DIVISION > %‘m Y

- Reurlet 7-30-68 requesting Burean authority to alter the
night shift hours from 4:00 p. m. to 12 midaight to 3:00 p.m. to
11:00 p. m. '

Additional justification is necessary for continuance of
an odd-hour shift in your office inasruuch as urlet of 4-30-68 had
based request primarily on need for an agent in connection with the
MUEEIN investigation. '

- Accordingly, you are instructed to submit such justifica-
tion or, in the absence thereof, discontinue the odd-hour shift and so

_advise the Bureau.

1 - Miss Rochat
1.~ Mr. McGowan
1 - Domestic Intelligence Division

LDH:pam (7) »
NOTE: Atlanta letter of 4-30-68 requesting authority to establish an

. odd-hour shift from 4:00 p. m. to midnight, Monday through Friday,
was based primarily on increasing traffic in connection with the MURKIN

investigation. At that time, General Investigative Division was in
agreement. However, with apprehension of James Earl Ray and
abandonment of the ""poor peoples' march", it is felt Atlanta should
furnish justification for continuance of an odd-hour shift.

= oy L Al
1 3 . . .’ 3
Wik gy veosual

LBY

soTEL s
UCD P A PR T DI e
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lir. DeLoach August 2, 1968
A. Rossa 1 - ¥r. Rosen
LEGISLATION REGAEDING 17> ¥r. Long
ASSASSINATION OF HMARTIN LUTHER 1 & ¥Mr, Casper
KING, Jt, AND SENATOR 1 - Mr. Shroder

ROBELRT FRANCIS KENNEDY

The rttached is 3 bill (H.R, 19074) introduced
in the House of Representatives on July 30, 1968, Ly
Congressman Brown of Ohic and others for the purpose of
establishing a joint congressicnsl committee to investigate
the arrest sand prosecution of perscas in connection
with the slayings of Martis Luther Xing, Jr. and Senmtor
fiobort Francia Kennedy.

¥e have conducted extensive iavestigations
regarding the slayings of Martin Luther King, Jr. aind
Robert Frencis Kenhedy., We are, of course, continuing
to run out any allegations relatipog to possible conspiracies
in these two cases.
ACTION:

For information,

E¥nclopure

REL:cB
{8)
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‘Memorandum . . - | e

) * Conrad
- * R . Felt A0
TO : Mr, Mohr . q}/ . Df\’l:E: 8 / 1 / 68 ’ Q)?:ii

Sullivon cceivmswme
Tavel s

TIOUET e
Tele RoOM aumewmen
Holmes
Gandy

FROM : N¢ Po panahan
sugecr: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. B éf

Mr. Al Long, Budget, Justice, telephonically contacted this
office this afternoon and stated that the Department had received a bill for
the airplane furnished by the Department of Defense used by this Bureau
to transport James Earl Ray, subject, from England to Memphis, Tennessee.
Long stated that the bill was in the amount of $8,500; that Mr. Fred M,

- Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Dwxsmn, had sent the
~bill to Mr. L, M. Pellerzi, Assistant Attorney General for Administration,
with a request that he see him concerning it;" Mr. Long knew nothing about
the background and the purpose of his call was to find out what he could in
order to brief Mr. Pellerzi, He expressed the opinion that it appeared to
him that the charge was properly an investigative expense and therefore
should be paid for from FBI funds. Long was advised that the matter would
~ be looked into and he would be contacted.’

<o This matter was discussed with Agent Supervisor Joseph G.
Kelly, General Investigative Division, who advised that all of the arrange-
ments for the plane had been made at the highest level in the Department
of Justice; that Mr, Rosen and Mr, DeLoach had both informed the Depart-
ment officials that the Bureau®s funds were not available for paying the
cost of the plane; and that this view had been concurred in by the Director.
On the basis of this information, Mr. Long was informed that it was felt
that this Bureau’s funds were not available to pay this cost and that this
view had been communicated to the top level of the Department of Justice,
Long stated that he would be governed accordingly and so inform..

. Mr, Pellerzi, ,
- ACTION: IR S R

"éi k&

. AT M R j"‘”
Fall At LR 5‘3’“’! Ve o

A, S ~« a
,%J:bjgz"f , %‘Q/ L ' 3
g @)) ,& Rais WAt e

None, mformatxonah

. - s
P s B

o ‘Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) T
:?"*?‘ 1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) L o L
©+.2*1-<"Mr, Mohr (sent direct) e

R A
T

g
[ A
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- Mr. Deloach // August 1, 1968
T | 1 - Mr, DeLoach

‘. m 1 - IZ‘. ROSGI
1 - ¥r. ¥alley

MURKIN ‘ P @_xr. Long

This is the came iavolving the murder of
¥artin Luther Xing, Jr. ‘

Our Legal Attache in loandon has forwarded to
_ U8 & copy of New 3cotland Yard report containing sll
informmtion conceraiag the sctivities of subject Ray
while in Londox from Mey 7, 1988, to the date of his
‘apprehension on June 8, 1968, ' .

This report also contains a summary of investi-
gation .conducted by New Scotland Yard im ‘this matter,
This information in the report was praeviously furaished
to us in narrative form, and pertinent information was
brought to attention of Bureau officials and the Department.
Our Legal Attache advises that the report
My be disseminated to Tonnessee suthorities for
assistance in preparing their case for prosecution.

ACTION: ‘ S
It approved, the report of New Scotland Yard
will be forwerded to the Department and the Department
will be requested to advise if they deaire that & copy of
this report be forwarded to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.,

State Attorney General, ‘Shelby County, Teunesses, whe
4s handliag the State’s preosecution, - -

L Dl
et o 4|
| ‘o*%&” !

i

REL:ca
(8)
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7/31/68

AIRTEL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBY (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MENPHIS (44-1987)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR

Re William Len Notel, Memphis, Tenn., phase of
investigation,

Enclosed herewith is one Xerox copy each of an
investigative insert reflecting investigation conducted by
SA BARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tenn., and an FD-302 dated
%7/68trgﬂectinc interview of Miss EDITH BRUNER, Clerk, William
Len Hotel. .

VINCENT WALKER, 440 Steiner, San Francisco, Californis,
and LAWRENCE RAND or REND, 2532 or 2832 Polk, Kansas City,
checked into the William len Hotel, Memphis, Tenn., at
2:38 p.m., on 4/4/68 and checked out at approximately
12:10 a.m. on 4/5/68, VWALXER and RAND were immediately trans-
ported to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport via Yellow Cab,

Two individuals believed to be identical with
WALXKER and RAND, based on the Memphis PD investigation and
time element concerning flights leaving Metropolitan Airport,
furnished Delta Airlines personnel at Metropolitan Airport
names of W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW, no addresses, departed
Memphis via Delta Airlines flight # 157 nonstop to Houston,
Texas, at 1:57 a.m., 4/5/68 with a scheduled arrival time,
Houston, at 2:50 a.m, same date., Tickets for the flight were
purchased just prior to departure time and since no reservations

(® - Bureau (Encs. 2)
2 - Memphis

RFB/ngn
(5)
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