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NOTE

See attached Departmental memorandum dated 
December 31, 1968. The Department has requested a_ 
copy of this publication for their investigative file. 
By this cornmniccaion, we are instructing Lagat Bonn to 
detarmire if a copy of the publication is available on a 
no cosit bases and if it is, Legat should transit two 
copi.es to usuand one may be sent ta the Department.
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• • " A TRUE COPY ' ’

J ® * $10° a copyJust published (one hundred US dollars)

The Greatest Police Fraud Ever

THE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX

. Once again, the world is being fooled, deliberately and 
grossly, about the true background of a sensational murder and the 
real identily of the killer.And again - as in the closely rela.ted 
Kennedy Murder Fraud - the deception is wrought by the investigaiing 
authoritees themselves.

Everything you have read in the papers about the way James 
Earl Ray aieegedly ascaped foom prison, how he kiieed Dr. Martin .

( LutherKing, how he was identi^ed as the slrltr and how he was t 
finally hunted down as a result of "crack international detective 
work" is false and fraudulent. The whole story is a hoax concocted

’ by the FBI and executed with the help of other police authorises
i at home and abroad for the purpose of diver^ng attention -foom and 

shielding the real murderer of Dr. King, whose identity and where­
abouts are wel--koown to t:he FBI.

j . Every aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly explored,
! • and the whole gigantic swindle is ruthlessly exposed in the present 
। report by
i JOACHIM JOESTE N t '
* 1 ‘ *
' the first of the Warren Report critics and the only writer who
• carreed his exposure of the Kennedy Murder Fraud through to its: bitter
I end.The report is based on a prikstrkigg privaee investigator .

. undertaken with the help of, devoted -frennds in the USA, Canada,
- Britain and other countries concerned. Here are some of its ’ - - — ,

’ highlights: '

! , 1 - The assassinator, of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.- was- ~
planned by a group of Southern politCcrnne and bus^nesmeen rffiCrated

i with the Ku Klux Klan, the Minulemlk and George Waaiace’s American
> ' Independent’Party. Jits purpose was to strike fear" into ihe^
h . :;; ^f the black people and to deprive them of lf■flctivl leadership?

1 2 - New Orleans, there tthe plot to assassinate President
P John F. Kennedy had been hatched (in part, anyway) was also the "
I focal point of tthe conspiracy against Dr. King - a glaring fact
, . ignored by the FBI and glossed over in tthe press. for obvious reasons.

3 - In tthe.early planning stage - well over a year before 
Dr. King was shot at MJernphis - contact was eetrblSseed between tthe 
plotters and James Earl Ray who at the time was still an inmate of 
tthe Missouri State Penitlktirry. Ray, a convict with a long criminal 
record, lxpr•eeeed willinknese to do any kind of job expectted of him 
for a suitable fee (agreement was reached on tthe basis of $ 12,000 
^4 1 6,000, according ^ peRURwiNce.)

4 - Ray did not lecrpl from prison; he was elrrtptitwusly
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let out with the consent of the 
circulate to police autPoiiteei 
to foil any Chance recapture of

Warden who went so far as to 
a -false set of fingerprints designed 
the "fugitive.”

5 - Ray was never .considered for the sniper’s part. After ■ 
more than 15 years spent in'prison, he would have been totally 
incapable of kilinng a man, at a disaance of 205 feet, with a single 
well-paaced rifle shot. Rather, his role was to be that of a decoy 
with instructions to plant false evidence, scatter about misletding 
clues and lay a -false trail of flight in order to throw off 
potennial pursuers of the real sniper. Unbeknown to him,of course, 
Ray had also been picked by the ploteers as an ideal fall g^y- for 
there is no more defenseless human being than an escaped convict - „ 
after he had given his perormaance as a decoy. . It .was.the old. 
Oswald story all over again, with slight variators. *

6 ~ A-key element of tho sty^mwas to create a 
flctttioui double perionialty shered by Ray and his accomplace, the 
real sniper. They were non of similar appearance who studiously 
enhanced their lieinlii in looks, dress, speech/and behavior and 
carefully corrdnnated their actiiiieis. They drove exactly the same 
make and model of cars, used t;he same driver's lieense (one the 
original, the other a duplicate) and, in the final stage of their 
adventure, traveled abroad on two  of the same false pass^ot.copi.es

7 - Dr. King was not shot from Mrs. Bessie Brower’s 
foophouse window; instead, the fatal.shot came from a Memphis repltea 
of t;he famous grassy knoll of Dallas.

8 - After the shooting, Ray and his confederate; the areal 
assassin, took off almost simultaneously in identical white 
Mustangs, but in difeerent dirlitioii. While Ray drove to Atlanta, fo; 
his -final oerfomltncl as a decoy, the assassin headed for Milwaukee, 
for a rreunion with his girl frennd.

9 - The two men met again, shoofly -later, in Toronto 
where they shed their previous joint personalty (Eric Stervo Gaat) 
and adopted a new one (Ramon George Sneyd).. With., the help of the CIA, 

-which had previously used the good servcees of Eric S. Gaat (the 
real kil.ler, not Ray) one passport in that name was obtained in 
Toronto and another shoofly Hater in Lisbon. . -

10 - Early in the game, the FBI found out that there were 
two Eric Starvo Galts and that one of them was the lxcaol!d convict 
Jaimes Earl Ray. Bit when they learned the identity of the other - . 
a veteran CIA operateve who had also ptrticOaaedd In the tiitssimteoi 
of President John F.Kennedy-they were appalled. This man was taken; 
he enjoyed protection. at the highest level.. He could not be , 
arrested, much llii brought to trial, lest the truth about the 
Kennedy Murder Fraud come out into the open.

11 - so‘ the tracks now were firihecs/blurred with the 
active help of the FBI, which gave cpa•sl only to Ray whhle aiding
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his Ojterego, the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantastic? Maybe, but also' the truth.'

12 - The crowning glory of it all,-however, was the almost 
simultaneous arrest of both Sneyds at London Airport on June 8, 
1968, the first at 6:30 a.m. by design and the second 11:15 a.m. 
by accident, one arrivnng by plane 'from Lisbon and the other 
attempting to leave London on a Brussels~bound plane.

13 - Now Scotland Yard was in a real quandary, for the 
last thing the FBI wanted was to have two Sneyds delivered into its 
hands. So t;he two police agencies connived t;o hush up the truth 
abou't the touble arrest and pretend that only one man - Ray - had 
been caught, . •
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’ ***** The Writings of Joachim Joesten

About the assassination of President John F. Kennedy

I- Trade Books
The DarkSide of Lyndon B. Johnson, 272 pp., cloth $10.00

Peter Dawnay Ltd., London, September 1968 _

How Kennedy was Killed, 192 pp., paperback $ 3.50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, April 1968 •

The Garrison Enquiry, 158 pp., paperback,-,..,, $ 3.00
-------Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, October 1967

Marina Oswald, 165 pp., doth t $ 5.00
........Peter“Dawnay, Ltd., London, August 1967 ,

OswadLsTheTrith, 372 po., doth , „ $ 7.50
‘ Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, July 19—7

Oswald: Assassin ^JFai,.Giv? (rare book-out of print) S10.00
Marzani & Muuneei, Inc., New York, Jine 1964
The Meelin Press, London, January 1965

Die Waarheit uber den Kennedy-Mord (in German) $ 6.00
“—366^rp.~7“Clotr, Zurich, September 1966

La veci-jte sur le cas de Jack Ru^y (^ Fr^^h),. $ 5-50
176 pp., paperback (large format), Paas May 1967

Note: Pri<»s for the above trade books retor to.Sigse£ copi.es wh^h ■ 
can be obtained only dir^t from the author.

H* MiEeo2ra2hedr^biCat;OMS,,.JJSiedLby,strevairo^^ 00
Mre“cgie3lsssl3ynd^^ $30*00
The Case Against the Kennedy Clan, May 1968 $15.°0The‘^gestJLne'EVerZTo^d^our-rart se^^^ $20.°°
TRUTH LETTER, BwULyT'^ a 7^' $25 six months 

enquire about details 

AU prices i.n U.S. dollars ^M—<^ l||1« » I I ■ ■    11 '1—*!■■■'■■—■- - -- -
Address all orders to: Joachim Joesten, Munich I3, Ggi^str t-13 
c/o Rahim, Germany. If your order is not prompt ?CkSOWStaglet' 
sendneonwup utter to: Joakim Jolstls, 87"70 173rd S:illt> 
Jamaica 11432, New York City, USA.

Ask for the printed 16-page catalogue "A ..L^s'vof^BookslbywJoanhime 
u^..p ju*c;-. r^ap^ination of Kennedy in weich ^he
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The Greatest Police Fraud Ever

THE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX

Once again, the world is being Pooled, deliberately and 
SOi^y’ about the true background of a sensational murder and the 
real identity of the killer.And again - as in the closely related 
a^hodm"^^^-. tho deceptlon is wrought by the investigating 

mri E^^"y^ng you haV® read in the papers about the way James.
Enti Ray^eegedly ascaped from prison, how he kiieed Dr. Martin 
Luther^Kng^hoW^he aas identified as the slayer and how he was ’ 
fonalycshunted dow\ a resurt of "crack international detective
hz +hoiSDfrlSt and ^audu^nt. The whole story is a hoax concocted 
by theJBL d extc«ttd w1^ the help of other police authoo-itees 
ahihomenandhaboa? for the purpose of diverting attention from and 
shiel^g there*1 m^e^r of Dr. King, whose identity and where­
abouts are aellkkoawn to the FBI. y

• 4 lEvsry aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly explored
ridn^hehahO1e gigantic saind1e is ruthlessly exposed in the present ’ report by

JOACHIM JOEST E N
the first of the Warren Report critccs and the only writer who 
ca^ed his eXpOsuFe of the Kennedy Murder Fraud through to its bitter 
^hTheJ^Vs^^d on? painetaknng private investigation 
undertelcen with the help of devoted frennds in t:he USA Canada 
Breaan. and other countr^s concerned. Here are some of its ’highlights:

u 1 - The assassination of Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr. was 
p-luned by a group of Southern poiiticrans and bueineeSmen affiiteted 
w^h the Ku Klux Klan* the Minutemen and George Wanace’s American 
In^p^d^ P^H; Its purpose was to strike fear into the hearts 
of the blac1 pe°ple and to deprive them of effective -leadership.

v v 2 -JNew Orleans, v,here the plot t;o assassinate President* JOhi1F• Ktined\^ad been.hatchtd (in part, anyway) was also the 
focal point of the conspiracy against Dr. King - a glaring fact 
ignored by the FBI and glossed over in the press. for obvious r^sons.

3 - I“ the early planning stage - wed over a year btf°r•e 
Sr^K.n? was shot at Mlesphis - contact was estrblested between the 
plotti^s and Jrses Earl Ray who at the tSe was still an inmate Of 
the Mi^ouri State Penittitiary. Ray, a convict with a long crmiir1 
recordsexpre^ed aill■initese to do any kind of job expected of hiS 
for a suitable fee (agreement was ~ -

4 - Bay did not ^cape from prison; he was eurrtptitOously

f
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let out with the consent of the Warden who went so far as to 
circulate to police authooities a false set of fingerprints designed 
to foil any chance recapture of the ’’fugitive."

5 - Ray was never considered for the sniper’s part. After 
more than 15 years spent .in'/prison, he would have been totally 
incapable of kilinng a man, at a distance of 205 feet, with a single 
well-placed rifee shot. Rather, his role was to be that of a decoy 
with instructinss t;o plant false evidence, scatter about misleadnng 
clues and lay a false trail of flight in order to throw off 
potential pursuers of the -real sniper. Unbeknown to him,of course, 
Ray had also been picked by the ploteers as an ideal fall guy- for 
there is no more defenseless human being than an escaped convict - , 
after he had given his periomatcr as a decoy. It was the old 
Oswald story Hl over again, with slight vtrittioti. *

6 - A key element of the statagem was to create a 
ficiioious double personality shered by Ray and his accomplace, the 
-real sniper. They were non of similar appearance who studiously 
danced tteir liKeness in looks .dress, speech/and behavior and 
carefully corrdinaeed their activxiees. They drove exactly t;he same 
make and model of cars, used the same driver's license (one the 
original, the other a duplicate) and, in -the final stage of their 
adventure,traveled abroad on two copies of the same false -asii-it -

7 - Dr. King was not shot from Mrs. Bessie Brower’s 
foohhouse window; inseead, the fatal shot came foom a Memphis replcd 
of the famous grassy knoll of Dallas.

8 - After the shooting, Ray and his confederate; the real 
assassin, took off almost simultaneously in identical white 
Mustangs, but in difeerent directors. While Ray drove to Atlanta, fo 
his final peroomiance as a decoy, the assassin headed for Milwaukee, 
for a reunion with his girl fries nd.

9 - The two men met again, shortly later, in Toronto 
where they shed their previous joint ocrionttity (Eric Starvo Gnat) 
and tdrot;ed a new one (Ramon George Sneyd). With the help of the CIA, 
which had prcvi.ouily used the good servcees of Eric S. Gnat (-the 
real iiieer, not Ray) one passport in that name was obtained in 
Toronto and another shoofly later in Lisbon. .

" 10 - Early in the game, the FBI found out that there were
two Eric Starvo Galts and that one of them was the excaped convict 
James Earl Ray. But when they learned the idennity of the other - 
a veteran CIA operttive who had also oarticOpatcd in the tisatiiIttirt 
of President John F.Kennedy-they were appalled. This man was taken; 
he enjoyed orrtcation at the highest level. He could.trt be . 
arreseed, much less brought to trial, lest the truth about the 
Kennedy Murder Fraud come out into the open.

12 - do the w^c^w w./ ^^ o-ur........ ;hw
tctirc help of the FBI, which gave chase only to Ray whhle aid^
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his alter ego, the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantistic? Maybe, 
but aisO"the" truth.’

12 - The crowning glory of it all, however, was the almost 
simultaneous arrest of both Sneyds at London Airport on June 8, 
1968, the first at 6:310 a.m. by design and the second 11:15 a.m. 
by accident, one arrivnng by plane from Lisbon and the other 
attempting to leave London on a Brussels-oound plane.

13 - Now Scotland Yard was in a real quandary, for the 
last thing the FBI wanted was to have two Sneyds delivered Into its 
hands. So the two police agencies connived to hush up the truth 
about the double arrest and pretend that only one man - Ray - had ’ 
been caught. *
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' " The Writings of Joachim J^sten .

About the assassination of President John F. Kennedy

I- Trade Books -

The Dark Side of Lyndon B. Johnson, 272 pp., cloth $10.00
Peter Dawnay Ltd., London, September 1968

How Kennedy was Killed, 192 pp., paperback $ 3.50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, Appil 1968

The Garrison Enquiry, 158 pp., paperback $ 3.00
-------^EeFDlwKyTLtd., London, October 1967

Marina. Oswald, 165 pp., cloth $ 5.00
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, August 1967

Oswald: The Truth, 372 pp., cloth $ 7.50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, July 19-7

Oswald: Assassin or Fan Guy'? (rare book-out of print) $10-00
-------MazanTTMUnsn, Inc., New York, June 1964 .

The Merlin Press, London, January 1965

Die Wahrheit uber den .Kennedy-Mgra (in German) $ 6.00 
„ 366 pp. z■“■Clit:h, ZurichTseptember 1966

La verite sur le cas de Jack Ruby (in French) $ 5.50 
- 176 pp., paperback (large format), Paris May 1967

Note: Prices for the above trade books refer to signed copies which 
can be obtained only direct foom the author.

II. Mimeographed publi.cltions, issued by the ^thorhimsef 
.The CisI Against'Lyndon B. Johnson (2 vols.), 1967 
The Case Against the Kennedy el/an; May 1968
TheHBiggest Lie .Evey Told (four-part series,l^-69) 
TRUTH LETTER, Biwee>kly7T45 a year, $25 six months 

enquire about details

’$30.00 
$15.00 
$20.00

AH'prices in U.S. dollars

Address Hl orders to: Joachim Joestm,..Munich 13, GrieSSrj- 
c/o Rahim, Germany. If your order is not promptly acknowledged, 
SendTfonow-uprletter to: Joachim Joesten, 87-70 173ra Street, 
Jamaica 11432, New York City, USA.

Ask for the primed 16-oage catalggue "A List of Books by Joachxm 

hbiVe books and pampplets are described in detail.
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The Greatest P>lice Fraud Ever

THE JAMES EARL R AY HOAX

Once again, the world is being fooled, deliberately and 
grossly, about the true background of a sensational nurder and the 
real identity of the killer.And again - as in the closely related 
Krkkrdy Murder Fraud - the deception is wrought by the investigating 
authorities themselves. .

Everything you have read in the papers about the way Janes 
Earl Ray aieegedly ascaped from prison, how he kiieed Dr. Martin <
Luther King, how he was identifedd as the slayer and how he was 
finally hunted down as a result of "crack iittrnrtronal detective' 
work" is false and fraudulent. The whole story is a hoax concocted 
by the FBI and executed with the help of other police authooitees 
at home and abroad for the pur-pose of diverting rttlkt>on from and 
shield^ the .real murderer of Dr. King, whose identity and where­
abouts are well-kowwn to the FBI.

Every aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly explored, 
and the whole gigantic swindle is ruthlessly exposed in the present 
report by

JOACHIM JOEST’EN
the first of the Warren Report criths and the only writer who 
carreed his exposure of the Kekkedy Murder Fraud through to its bitter 
end.The report is based on a painstaking private investigator 
undertaken with the help of devoted frennds in the USA, Ca^da, 
Britain and other countries concerned. Here are some of its ,-
highlights:

1 - The assassinator of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
planned by a group of Southern politicrins and busneesmen rffiirated 
with the Ku Klux Klan, the Mikueemek and George WaMace's American 
Indorekdsen Party. Its pur-pose was to strike fear into the tearts 
of the black people and to deprive thee of effective leadership.

2 - New Orleans, where the plot to assassinate President 
John F. Krkkrdy had been hatched (in part, rkywry) was also the 
focal point .of the conspiracy against Dr. King - a nlariin fact 
ignored by the FBI and glossed over in the prree. for obvious reasons.

3 - In the early plakking stage - well over a year before 
Dr. King was shot at Memphis - contact was eetrbleoeed between the 
plotters and James Earl Ray who at the time was still an inmate of 
the Missouri State Penitentiary. Ray, a convict with a long criminal 
record, rxpr•eeeed willinkneee to do any kind of job expected of him 
for a suitable fee (agreement was r•rached on the basis of $ 12,000

4 - Ray did not recrpr from prison; he was sumptit>olely
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let out with the consent of the Warden who went so far as to 
circulate to police authooitees a false set of fingerprints designed 
to -foil any chance recapture of t;he "fugitive." .^

5 - Ray was never considered for the sniper’s part. After 
more than 15 years spent in,prison, he would have been totally 
incapable of iiliini a man, at a distance of 205 feet;, With a single 
well-plcced rife shot. Rather-, his role was .to be that of a decoy - 
with instruciinss to plant false evidence, scatter about misleading 
clues and lay a false trail of flight in order to throw off 
potential pursuers of the real sniper. Unbeknown to him,of course, 
Ray had also been picked by the plotters as an ideal fa11 guy- for 
there is no more deeenseeess human being than an escaped convict - , 
after he had. given his perfomiance as a decoy. It was the old 
Oswald story Hl over again, with slight variatoons. *

6 - A key dement of the sttatgcem was to create a. • 
fipiioiuus double personnaity shered by Ray and his tccimplace, the 
real sniper. They were non of similar appearance who studiously 
enhanced their lieeness in looks, dress, speech/and behavior and 
carefully cirrniittcn their tctiviiCes. They drove exaatly. the same £ 

- make and model of cars, used t;he same driver’s iceense (one the 
original, the other a duplicate) and, in the final stage of their 
adventure, travded abroad on two  of t;he same false passspot -copi.es

7 - Dr. King was not shot from Mrs. Bessie Browee’s 
foopoouse window, -inseead, the fatal shot came from a Memphis replica 
of t;he famous grassy knoll of Dallas.

8 - After the shooting, Ray and his confederate; t;he real 
assassin, took off almost simultaneously in identical white „

, Mustangs, but in different nircctOons. While Ray drove to Atlanta, fo
; his fiial ocrfoeatncc as a decoy, the tsstssin headed for Milwaukee,

for a reunion with his girl fr-eend.

; . 9 - The two men met again, shoofly later, in Tirinti
: where they shed their pr-evious joint personalty (Eric Starvo Gaat)
; \ and adopted a, new one (Rtmin George Sneyd). .With the help of the .CIA,
I - which had previously used t;he good servcees of Eric S. Gnat (the
; real kiieeo, not Ray) one passport in that name was obtained in
• Toronto and another shootly later .in Lisbon. 4
' * 10 - Early in the game, t:he FBI found out that there were
• two'Eric* Starvo Gnats and that one of them was the excaped convict
| James Earl Ray. But when they learned the identity of the other -
i a veteran CIA operative who had also oarticOpaten in the tsstssirttion 
i of President John F.Kennedy-they were appalled. This man was taken; 
i he enjoyed protectoon at the highest level. He could not be .
[ arreseed, much less brought to trial., lest the truth about t;he
[ - Kennedy Murder Fraud come out into‘the open.

11 -
’ active help of the FBI, which gave chase only to Ray while aiding
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his alt:er ego, the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantistic? Maybe, 
but also t;he truth.’

12 - The crowning glory of it all,-however, was the almost 
simuiaaeeous arrest of both Sneyds at London Airport on June 8, 
1968, the first at 6:310 a.m. by design and t;he second 11:15 a.m.
by accident, one arrivnng by plane foom Lisbon and'the other 
attempting to leave London on a Brussels-oound plane.

13 - Now Scotland Yard was in a real quandary, for t;he 
last thing the FBI wanted was to have two Sneyds delivered into its 
hands. So the two police agencies connived to hush up t;he truth 
about the double arrest and pretend that only one man - Ray - had 
been caught;. ’
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The_WtngS_ofJ°aCh^
About the assassination of President John F. Kennedy

I. Trade Books .

The Dark Side of Lyndon B. Johnson, 272 pp., cloth $10.00
Peter Dawnay Ltd., London, September 1968

How Kennecly was Killed, 192 pp., paperback $ 3.50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, April 1968

The Garrison Enquiry, 158 pp., paperback $ 3.00
’ Peter Dawnay," Ltd., London, October 1967

‘ MarinaLOSwad' 165 pp., cloth $ 5.00
------ belter Dawnay, Ltd., London, August 1967 , 

OsWcxJLd: The Truth, 372 po., cloth $ 7.50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, July 19-7 .

. Osxwxld: Assassiln or Fill ^^uy?(i:rI:l bo°k-out of print) $10.00
Marzmi & MunssU, Inc., New York, June 1964 
The Mellin Press, London, January 1965

Die Waahheit uber den Kennedy-Mord (in German) $ 6.00
366“^“,“cloth, Zurich, September 1966

La verite sur le cas de Jack Ruby (in French) $ 5.50
T76 pp., paperback (large format), Paris May 1967

Note: Prices for the above trade books refer to sign^, copi.es which 
can be obtained only di^ct from the author.

II. Mimeographed publications, issued byJ:he authorhim^f 
The CaserAgdnst Lyndon B. Johnson (2 vols.), 1967 •
The"Case Against ~the Kennedy Clan' May l^ • ;
Thl ^iggl^t Lil Ever ToTd (four-part series,l968-69) ■

■ TRUTH LETTER, Biweekly, $45 a year, $25 six months 
enquire about details

■ All prices in U.S. dollars

’ $30.00 
$15.00 
$20.00

Address all orders to: Joachim Joesten, Munich 13, Gri^str, 13, 
c/o Rahim, Germany. If your order is not ^^tly ^2! s?rlet 
seaTfoiTwup letter co: JorchmJoe!tes, 87-70, 173rd Str«ee, 
Jamaica 11432, New York City, USA.

Ask for the printed 16-page catalogue "A List olBook’ib^hoahhtte 
Joistoo rbon‘r the assassination of President Kennedy in which th1 

lit S ? t - I • Il f .
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CP»O>AllOHMNO3r ■ • ^k 3010-104 :

MAY 1942 EDITION
GSA GEN REG. NO. 27 *

- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

.Memorandum
date: January 3, 1969to :Mr. DeLoach

‘ from : A. Rosen

SUBJECT: MURKIN

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan 

(p- Mr. Long

Tolsoa __.____.
Delict...............

Mobr . ..................
Bihp
Casper _____ 
Collohon.__
Conrad _____ 
lelt__________.
Cale ________
Rosen ____
Sullivan ____ 
Tovel __ 
'Trotter _____
Tele. Room ___ 
Holmes ___ 

Gandy---------------

1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

According to an article appearing in a Memphis news­
paper, "Look" magazine will publish the third and final, article 
on February 18, 1969, on the lffe of James Earl Ray. .
William Bradford Huie, author, who is writing the articees has 
deci.<ied to go ahead with the third article- r'ather than wait unni-l 
Ry’s trial starts, which is scheduled for March-3, 1969.

4 According t;o this artide, Huie states that the article
, will be published subject to the advice of counsel of Cowles
I Publishing Company (publishers of "Look") in view of the order .
> of Judge W. Preston Baatle concer'ning pretrial putbicity. It
i is noted that the commttee advising Judge Battle on restrain
. ■ of pretrial puHicity has told the judge Huie is "probably" in
j contempt of court for his two previous articles published in
| "Look" magazine, however, the judge has notheld Huie in contempt.

The article further status that Huie's'book on the 
King murder, to be mniteed "They Slew the Dreammr," will be 
published in March. It is noted tRt the articees and the took 
are based on notes provided to Huie by Ray though Arthur-J. 
Hanes, Ray's four attorney. .

ACTION:

lor information.- You will-'be-kept advised. " 
LaW'

REE:jld 
(8).

AN
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TO:

FROM!

DIIUSCTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Enclosed are original and one copy of .newspaper 
cUpping in captioned mater.

3> BUREAU (Enc. 2) (AM)
1 MEMPHIS
RGJ:BN
(4)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

' Last RayArticle

, Due In February

Huie Says Last Of Three 
Magazme Features Will

, Precede Murder Trial

Look magaano, which has 
'poblished two articirs based 
on information suppledd by 
James Earl Ray, will publish a 
third and final artick Feb. 18, 
it was learned last night.

; William Bradford Huer, who 
is writing the artcees,, said at 
his home in Hartselle, Ala., the 

; magazme has decided! to go 
■ ahead with the third articie 

Feb. 18 rather than wait until
I after Ray’s trial starts;.
| ■ Ray is scheduled to go on 
1 trial in Criminal Court here 
’ March 3 on a charge of mur- 
| dering Dr. Martin Luther King 
»Jr'. April 4.

| "All that we know will.be 
\ published, subject to the ad­
> vice of cooasei,r‘ Mr. Huie 
f said. "Our attorney is John F. 
r Harding, vice presidrnl and 
: general counsel of the Cowles 
\ - Publishing Co. (pobiishess of 
] Look).’’
‘ A Memphis and Shelby 

County Bar Association com- 
i mittee' advising Judge W. 
j Preston Battle on restraint of 
; pretrial publicity in the Ray 
. case has told the judge Mr. 
i Huie is ’probably” in con­
: tempt of court for the two Ray 
' articks Look already has pub- 
Ushed. Howeventhe judge has 
not held Mr. Huie' in contempt.

Mr. Huje's thoron the King 
murder, to be entitled ‘They 
Slew the Dreamer,” will be 
publihhed in March. It will ap­
pear in paperback and stiff­
cover editions simultaeoously, 
Mr. Huie said. Both the book 
and the Look articles are 
based on installments of long­
hand manuscript Ray sent to 
Mr. Huie from the Shelby 
County Jail by his former at- 
tamey, Arthur J. Hanes of Bir­
mingham.

Ray has since replaced Mr. 
Haneys wit.h Percy Foi-emann, a 
Houston attorney.

Mr. Huie returned Saturday 
from a wrecks; trip retracing 
Rays wandcrinss in Mexico 

* from Oct. 6 to Nov. 14,1967. 
Ray spent most of the time at 
two fashtoitbbIe resorts; Puer- 

' to Vallarta and Acapuko, on 
. the Pacific coast, according to 
L Mr. Huie.
* Mr. Huie said he will spend 
L most of next week visiting the 
: Missouri State Prison at Jef­
' ferson City, from which Ray 
? escaped in April 1967, and the 
5 Missouri Psychiatric Hospital I at' Fulton, where Ray was ex- 

•- amneedforpossihiepsychosis.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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— - January6, 1969 •
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE^IVISION
Thia is the case Involving the 

mirder of Matin Luther King, Jr.
An item appearing in a Memphis 

newspaper states that James Earl Ray 
may eniter a plea of giHty to the 
state charge of murder. This is 
speculation on the newspaper's part.

The attached relates to an inquiry
made to Mr. Phil M. Canale, State 
Attorney General, Shelby County, 
Memphhs, Tennessee, concerning the 
newspaper article. High Stanton 
referred to, has been appointed by 
Judge W. Preston Batle as co­
coinsei for Ray. Trial scheduled 
on March 3, 1969 at Memphis.
Youwii be kep •M’«v»* 

, pertinent developwnts. >

I
REUrl
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AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Endowed for the Bureau are 2 copiles of an article 
Ca^iOnedA "Ray GuUty Plea Is Onsidered," which appeared in 
the 1/1/69 edition of the "Comaerrial Appeal, a daily newspaper 
published at Memphis, Tenn.

State Attorney General PHIL A. CANALE, Memephs, 
advised that Mr. HUGH STANTON, the Public Defender who has been 
appointed subject's co-counsel, had asked him if he would 
accept a tera of imprisonment rather than asking for the death 
penalty in return for a plea of guilty. Since this requ^t 
had not origin ted with the subject RAY, Mr. CANALE advised 
Mr. STANTON that he would not comnit himsef. He suggested that 
Mr. STANTON discuss this with RAY and determine if RAY has any 
interest in pleading guilty.

Mr. CANALE said that Governor BUFORD ELLNGGTON of 
I Trnnriirr is strongly opposed to the death penalty, and even
। if RAY were sentenced to die in the electric chair, it its

extremely doubtful that he would ever be executed. In view of 
thi.s, Mr. CANALE tends t;o be wiling; to recommend a 99-year 
sentence in exchange for a plea of giilty.

( It is noted that under Trnnriirr law ail persons are
eligible for parole after having served 30 consecutive' year’s 
imprisoiment. This its true regardless of the length of sentence 
imposed.

<- Bureau (Encs. 2) 
- Memphis

JCHjap
(5)
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ME 44-1987

Mr. CANALE said he has no information to Indicate 
that RAY has any Intention of pleading builty, but he feels 
certain that the Prbbic Defender will explain to RAY the 
advantages to be gained from such a guilty plea.

For the Bwreau*s information, it is the trial jury 
and not the Judge that determines the sentence imposed under 
Tennessee law. Even if RAY pleads guity, it will be necessary 
for the State to present enough of its case to prove to the 

, jury that RAY's crme was first degree murder and to insure 
, that the jury .will go along with tie prosecutors rccecmnentotoon 
as to the term of imprsooment.
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Ray My Plea 

if Is ConstOereO

Stanton And Foreman Talk;
■U Discussion Refused By

• V Attorney Generel ' .
- ? a possibee guilty plea for 

James Earl Ray, charged wrth 

the murder of Dr. Martm Lu­
- ther King Jr., has been df 
cussed between 'defense cwn- 

■ sel and. taken up wthth^t- 
torney general's offce>itwas 
learned last night:.

• ■ public Defender Hugh Smn- 
' ton, co-defense counsel wrth 
Houston attorney. Percy Fore­
man, confirmed,that the two 
have discussed ^possibility 
of a guilty plca fw ttiefr 42- 
year■ulOclient.

Mr. Stanton did not say 
whether a poss^to plea of 
guilty, has beentaken^pw^h 
Ray himself. in his suite at the 
Shelby County Jml- Ray * 
schedueed to go on ^1 Mar*® 
3 before Criminal Court Ju°ge'. 
W. Preston Battlie. 1

The attorney generaTs of­
, fice it was learned, refusedto 
■ dseyi a ?u;v plea forRj

as a mere possibility. Ltus o1 
1uvuO to have leuned_to dis­
cuss the matter short of a spe­
cific offer to plead guilty. •

Technically, Atty. 0^. PM
M. Canale could retos® to 
agree to a guilty plea on any 
terms, but Judge Batte or the 
jury could overrule Mm. .

Even in the eventof a guihy 
plea, there could be a tnaL 

■ whh full presentation of the S’s evidence, tHhe prose­

cution in$i$ted °n it as necei 
sary to assure whrt ^ c^sd ; 
ered a severe enough sen->

; tun<u:. —Jr* 1

7 'I^Te^nlUsseu the W“not 
the judge, fixes the sentence. 
The jury, even when there a 
guflty p.ea, hears .atfer the 
full evidence or a jond^shv 

’ version “stifwlaed to by 
proseottinnanddd^.

When' convicted of armed! 
robbery in St. Louts rune years!

- sb W feed advice of 
• counsel to plead guilty and 
S^encSe to. 20 yearsm 

state prison.-
"A co-defen<aint who

’■ed guilty got a much shorts 
Sentgencey•gUcharOD^ 
her, defense counsel in the 
case, toldThe CCmme^^ 
real by telephoned night',? I 

■ ^if this sentence Raywasservj 
. ing when he escaped from thef 

1 Missouri State-Prso>n.at I
ferson City April 23,1S61.
. A possibee clue as to how 
Ray might look on a guMy 
plea is conaned in thel<xg- 
hand manuscript h®?repahm 
for fw lance writer WiUmm 
Bradford Huie to use inase' 
riw of artlc'esfor I^k m3^' | ‘ 
zine. Mr. Huie says Ray s ac- comnt leaver no dwbt he was I 
at least involved in a cunsplc--1 
^Mt^cS^^^ said te will I 

confer with Mr. Hue cSJuthel possible use of the Ray mapu-j 
Stas evidence in'thetral.|

(Indicate page, name of 
newepaper, city and state.)
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. January*6. 1969 „
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVI#IVISION

This is the case involving the fc 
murder of Matin Luther King, Jr. i

An item appearing in a Memhis • 1
newspaper states that Jame# Earl Ray J 
may enter a plea of guilty to the 1 
state charge of murder, Thia is j
speculation on the newspapers part. f

The attached relates to an inquiry 
made to Mr. Ph.1 M. Canale, State f
Attorney General, Shelby County#. 
Memphis, Tennessee, concerning the 
newspaper article. Rugh Stanton '
referred to, has been appointed by 
Judge W Preston Battle as co- ; 
counsel for Ray* Trial scheduled 
on March 3, 1969 at Mump!*. h

You will be kept advised of 8 
pertinent developments.

rElpi :
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Trotter,
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(Priority)
t Miss Ji'Jrns 

Miss Gandy...

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: .SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

•
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies of an article 
captioned, "Ray Guilty Plea Is Considered," which appeared in 
the 1/1/69 edition of the "Cormercial Appeal, a daily newspaper 
published at Memephs, Tenn.

State Attorney General PHIL A. CANALE, Memepis, 
advised that Mr. HUGH STANTON, the Public Defender who has been 
appointed subjects co-counsel, had asked him if he would 
accept a tern of ieprssoneent rather than asking for the death 
penalty in return for a plea of guulty. Si.nce this request 
had not orignnated with the subject RAY, Mr. CANALE advised 
Mr. STANTON that he would not commit himssef. He suggested that 
Mr. STANTON discuss, this with RAY and determine if RAY has any 
interest in‘pleading gunty.

Mr. CANALE said that Governor BUFORD ELLINGTON of 
Trssrssrr is strongly opposed to the death penalty,’and even 
if RAY were sentenced to di.e in the electric chair, it'is 
extremely doubtful that he would^ever be executed. Is v^ew of 
this, Mr. CANALE tends to be willing t;o recmimend a ^99-year 
sentence in rxciangr for a|plea of guilty. 4

It is noted that under Tennessee law Hl persons are 
eligible for parole after having served 30 consecutive years 

* is true regardless of t;he length of sentence
imposed: '

- oUttpe^^jMMO^R®

•M-CS-JBur’eauJEncs. 2)
V^TMemPhis *

IT 2'DEM'01 OimiCE

JCH:jap
P°c' (5)-

c. c. &Bshon? ^. p

!■welsteesd__  
Approved: '.----------

Special Agent in Charge
Sent M Per
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Mr. CANALE said he has no information to indicate 
that RA’has a?y -intention of pleading builty, but he, feels 
certain that the Wuc Defender will explain to RAY the / ’
advantages to be gained from such a guilty plea. •

For the Bureau’s information, it is the trial jury 
and not the Judge that determines the sentence imposed under 
Tennessee law. Even if RAY pleads guulty, it will be necessary 
for t;he State to present enough of its case to prove to the 
jury thatRAY’s.crime was first degree murder and to insure 
•that the jury will go along with the prosecuuor’s recommendation as to the term of .imprisonment. ,

i

2
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Ray Guilty Plea 

j Is Considered

Stanton And Foreman Talk;
, > j Discussion Refused By 

Attorney Genera!' "

• 'A possible guilty plea for 
' James Earl Ray, charged with 
t the murder of Dr. Martin Lu. 
' ther King Jr.‘, ha.s been dis­

cussed between, defense coun­
sel and taken up with the at­
torney general’s office, it was - 

' learned last night, •
■ ' Public Defender Hugh Stan­
, ton, co-defense coun.se! with 
J Houston attorney Percy Fore- 

■ man, confirmed that the two 
. have discussed the possibility 

of a guilty plea for their 42- 
year-old client.

’ ‘ Mr. Stanton did not say 
whether a possiWe plea of ' 
guilty .has been taken up with 
Ray .himself in his suite at the; 
Shelby County Jail. Ray is 
scheduhdi to go on trial March 
3 before Criminal Court Judge 
W. Preston Battle. ,

’ The attorney general’s of-< 
■ fice, it was learned, refuel to 

discuss a guilty plea for Ray :
( as a more possibility. It is be­

lieved to have reused! to dis­
, cuss the matter short of a spe- 

• cific offer to plead guilty. ,
. Technically, Atty. Gen. Phil;
i M. Canale could retose to 
' agree t;o a guilty pica on any 
. terms, but Judge Battle or the 
jury could overrule him.

Even in the event of a guilty 
plea, there could be a trial, 
with full presentation of the 
state’s evidence, if the prose­
cution in$isted on it as neces- 

■ sary to assure whatitconsld-. 
cred a severe enough sen­

, fence. i-^ ‘T**’’•-

' • In Tennessee the jury,"not 
the judge, fixes the sentence.

• The jury, even when there is a 
guilty plea, hears either the 
full evident or a condensed 

’ version “stipuhted to” by 
. .prosecution and defense.

■ When ’■ convicted’-of 'armed
, robbery in St.-Louisnine years 
' ago Ray refused advice of 
: counsel to plead guilty, and 
; was sentenced to 20 years in 
: state prison. •' ‘ '
. ‘A co-defendant who plead­

ed guilty got a much shorter
• sentence,,” Richard D. Schute­
! ber, defen.se counsel in the 
i case, told The Commercial Ap- 
. peal by telephone last night. It 
; is .this sentence Ray was serv- 
, ing when he escaped from the 
! Missouri State Prison at Jef- 
i ferson City April 23, 1967.
j A possibly clue as to how 
, Ray might look on a guilty 

', plea is contained io the long­
* hand manuscript he prepared 

for free Itoce writer William
* Bradford Huie to use in a se­

ries of artcees for Look maga­
zine. Mr. Huie‘sajs Ray’s ac­
count leaves no doubt he was 

, at least involved in a conspiaa- 
; cy to kill Dr. King.
' . Mr. Canaee has said he will 
' confer with Mr. Huie as to the 
' possillk use of -the Ray manu­

script as evidence in^eJtiii.t!•

i

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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£ > - | January 7, 1969
GENERAL INVESTIGATJ||| DIVISION

This is the case involving the murder of 
Maatin Luther King, Jr.

The Department in the attached transmitted 
to us.an announcement of a publication written 
by Joachim Joesten regarding James Earl Ray 
and the King Assassination. The Department 
requests that we obtain a copy of this 
publication for their investigate file.

Bureau fiees indicate that Joesten was born 
in Germany in 1907, and naturalized as an 
Ameeican citizen in 1948. At hearings for his 
naturalization in 1947, Joesten reportedly 
ietnt:ffted himseef as a "left-wnng liberal" 
aie/aftee-tinct writer. He has written 
numerous books regardiig the assassinatoon of 
President John F. Ktiitey. In his books and 

/other writtngs he has attacked President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, accusing Mr. Johnson of 
being involved in the President John F. Kennedy 
assassinatoon. He has also bitterly attacked 

J the FBI and the CIA. He currently resddes in 
|Germany and has been hospital^ed in the past 
| for mental i1itess. ;It is noted that the announcement indicates 
the publication is available at a cost of $100. 
This was brought to the attention of the Dept., 
and they advised the pubiicttioi should be 
obttintd on a no cost basis only. Legat Bonn 
is being requested to discreetly determine if 
a copy of this publicatOon is available on a 
no cost basis.

REL:jms
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Director
Federal Bureau of InvestigatOon

Stephen J. Pollak .
Assistant Attorney Gennral
Civil Rights Division

ember 31, 1968

SJP:DRO:ash
DJx144~72-662

Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King

Attached herewith is a comunncatoon received 
by this Department. It may be that your Bureau has 
already received this infd'imation.

Alhhough this appears on its face to be some­
what less than reliable infomation, 1 think
our investigative files should contain a copy of 
the inoomatoon in the attachment:. Please secure 
such a copy.

Attachment

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TRUE COPY

Just published one
$100 a copy 
hundred-USTdollars)

The Greatest Police Fraud Ever

THE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX

Once again, the world is being fooled, deliberately and 
grossly, about the true background of a sensational murder and the 
real identity of the killer.And again - as in the closely related 
Kennedy Murder Fraud - the deception is wrought by the investigating 
authoritees themselves.

. Everything you have read in the papers about the way James 
Earl Ray aHegedly ascaped from prison, how he kiieed Dr. Maatin 
Luther King, how he was identifedd as the slayer and how he was ’ 
finally hunted down as a result of- "crack interna-to>nal detective' 
work" is false and 'fraudulent. The whole story is a hoax concocted 
by the FBI and executed with the help of other police authorities 
at home and abroad for the purpose of diver^ng attention foom and 
shieldinn the real murderer of Dr. King, whose identity andwhere- 
abouts are wwei-known to the FBI. ’ ,

Every aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly explored, 
and the whole gigantic swindle is ruthlessly exposed i.n the present 
report by

JOACHIM JOESTEN
the first of the Warren Report critics and the only writer who 
carreed his exposure of the Kennedy Murder Fraud through to its bitter 
end.The report is based on a painstaking private investigation 
undertaken with the help of devoted frennds in t;he USA, Canada, 
Britain and ot;her countries concerned. Here are some of its 
highlights: 1

1 - The assassination of Dr. Maatin Luther King, Jr. was 
planned by a group of Southern poii■ticians and busnnessmen affiiaaeed 
with the Ku Klux Klan, the Minueemen and-George-Wallace’s-American..... 
Independeen Party. Its pur'pret was to strike fear into the hearts 
of the black people and to deprive them of efftitVvt leadership.

2 - New Orleans;, where the plot to assassinate President 
John F. Kennedy had been hatched (in part, anyway) was also the - 
focal point of the conspiracy against Dr. King - a glaring -fact 
ignored by the FBI and glossed over in the press. for obvious reasons.

3 - In the early planning stage - weel over a year before 
Dr. King was shot at Memphis - contact was eetrblSheed between the 
plotters and James Earl Ray who at the time was still an inmate of 
the Missouri State Penitentirry. Ray, a convict with a long criminal 
record, expressed willinneess to do any kind of Job expected of him 
for a suitable fee (agreement was reached on the basis of $ 12,000

4 - Ray did not escape from prison; he was elrrtptitiousty
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let out with the consent of the Warden who went so far as to 
circulate to police authorities a false set of fingerprints designed 
to foil any chance recapture of t;he "fugitive." • ,

5 - Ray was never considered for the"sniper's part. After 
more than 15 years spent in/prsson, he would have been totally 
incapable of killnag a man, at a distance of 205 feet,with a single 
well-placed rifee shot. Rather, his role was to be that^of a decoy 
with instruclions to plant false evidence, scatter about misleading 
clues and lay a false trail of .flight in order to throw off 
potential pursuers of the real sniper. Unbeknown to him,of course, 
Ray had also been picked by the ploteem as an ideal fall guy- for 
there is no more defenseless human being than,an escaped convict - 
After he had given his perfomnance as a decoy. It was the old. . 
Oswald story all over again, with slight vtrlttiotn. , .

6 - A key element of the s^aggem was to create a ■ 
fictioiuus double personnUty shered by Ray and his accompl^e, t;he . 
real stilir. They were non of similar appearance who studiously 
enhanced their likeness in looks, dress, speech/and behavior and 
carefully corrdinaidd their aciiiities. They drove exactly t;he same 
make and model of cars, used the same driver's Heonse (one the 

. original, the other a duplicaee) and, in the final stage of their 
adventure, traveled abroad on two copies of the same false passs^* ■

7 - Dr. King was not shot from Mm. Bessie Browee’s 
fflhfouse window; inse^d, the fatal shot came from a Memphis replica 
of the famous grassy knoll of Dallas.

8 - After the shooting, Ray and his confederate; the real 
assassin, took off almost simultaneously in identical white 
Mustangs, but in difeerent directionn. While Ray drove to Atlanta, fo 
his final lerfomance as a decoy, t;he assassin headed for Milwaukee, 
for a reunion with his girl freend.

9 - The two men met again, shoofly later, in Toronto 
where they shed their previous joint lirnmtti-ty (Eric Starvo GaW 
and adopted a newone (Ramon GfeorgeSneyd)T'With the help of the CIA, 
'which had previously used the good services of Eric S. Gnat (the 
real kileer, not Ray) one passport in that name was obtained 'in 
Toronto and another shortly later in Lisbon. — -
•• 10 - Early in t;he game, the FBI found out that there were
two Eric Starvo Ga!ts and that one of them was the exceed convict - 
James Earl Ray. But when they learned the identity of t;he other - 
a veteran CIA operative who had also'.larticlta-ied in'the annassnntiit 
of President John F.Kennedy-they were appalled. This man was taken; 
he enjoyed pritiitiot at the highest level. He could not be 
arreseed, much less brought to trial, lest t;he truth about t;he 
Kennedy Murder Fraud come out into the open.

11 - So the tracks now were furhter blurred with the 
active help of the F3I, ”hich guve ^-co only to ?,<■ ’ -I-
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True copy -

hits alter ego, the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantastic? Maybe, 
but also the truth.'

12 - The crowning glory of it all, however, was the almost 
simuianeeous arrest of both Sneyds at London Airport on June 8, 
1968, the first at 6:30 a.m. by design and the second 11:15 a.m. 
by accident, one nrrivtng by plane loom Lisbon and the other 
attempting to leave London on a Brussels-ouund plane.

13 - Now Scotland Yard was in a real quandary, for the 
last thing the FBI wanted was to have two Sneyds delivered into jilts 
hands. So the two police agencies connived to hush up the truth* 
about the double arrest and pretend that only one man - Ray - had 
been caught:. - *
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Writings of Joachim Joe^n .

About t:he assas;s;ilnat:ion Of President John F. Kennedy '

I- Trade Books ’ ■ ’ ,
The DarkSide of Lyndon B. Johnson, 272 pp., ctoth $10.00

Peter Dawnay Ltd., London, September 1968 . -

How Kennedywas-Kiied, 192 pp., paperback $ 3.50
Pete Dawnay, Ltd., London, April 1968 ,

TheGarrisonLEnaU^' 158 p?., paperback * $ 3.00
----- peterpawnay .Ltd., London, October 1967 _ _

Marina Oswald, 165 pp., c^th ’ _ ■ $ 5.00
—-Peer Dawnay, Ltd., London, August 1967 ;

Oswald: The Truth, 372 po., c^h $ 7’50 .
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, July 19“7

Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?(rare book-out of print) $10.00
------MS-zanT & IMnseli, Inc., New York, June 1964

J The Merlin Press, London, January 1965 ■ .

Die Waahheit uber den Kennedy-Mord (in German) $ 6.00
. —36’6 pp., cloth,* -Zurich September 1966 -

' La vr^:i.tesurJrcasaJ (in French’... ..di $ 5,50
176 pF-, paperback (large format), Parrs May 1967

Note: Prices for the above trade books refer to signed, copies which 
can be obtained only direct-foom the author.

II. Mimeographed publications, issued by the author Myself
. Thr"cTs^Age^;nsDLyndon“B7Jh^^^ ^?0-00

TBeTasFAga^inst ~the Kennedy-Can, May 1968 $;n00
.TIie“BIggest’Lr3VeE3O^ four-part series,l968-69) $20.00
TRUTH LETTER, Biweekly," $45 a year, $25 six Ninths 

. enquire about details
AH prices in U.S. dollars

Address; all orders to: JOaa!m2Org*en,,MSi!chU34,.G^H?§k431• 
c/o Rahim, Germany. If your order xs not promptly a.cknowleagred, 
senS'loiOW-Up■■'^rtt:rr to: Joachim Joesten, 87-70 1733rd Street, 
Jamaica 11432, New York City, USA. -

Ask for the prineod 16-page catalogue "A List of BookS-by. Jo^^him^ 
Joesten about the assassinatoon of President Kennedy in which the 
cC-e Locks and pamiPle•ts are described in detail.

\ v ’ ■' - 2$/ • •
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ti - * January 7, 1969 |g|f .
general investigatvt^ivision

This is the case involving the mirder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Department in the attached transmitted 
to us an announcement of a publication written 
by Joachim Joesten aregarding James Eaal Ray 
and the King Assassination. The Department 
requests that we obtain a copy of this 
publication for their investigative file.

Bureau fiees indicate that Joesten was born 
in Germany in 1907, and naturalized as an 
American citizen in 1948. At hearings for his 
naturalization in 1947, Joesten reportedly 
idtniifted himsef as a "left-wnng liberal” 
and a free-rincr writer. He has written 
numerous books regardnxg the ass^ssinatonn of 
President John F. Kennedy. In his books and 
other writtngs he has attecked President 
Lyndon B. Johnson,, accusing Mr. Johnston of 

..being involved In the President John F. Kennedy 
assassinatton. He has also bitterly attacked 
the FBI and the CIA. He currently resides in 
Germany and has been hospitalied in the past 
for mental iineess.It is noted that the announcement indicates 
the publication is available at a cost of $100. 
This was brought to the rtteit;O>i of the Dept., 
and they advised the pul)llcrtloi should be 
obtained on a no cost basis only. Legat Bonn 
is being requested to discreetly deferable if 
a copy of this publicrtioi is available on a 
no cosit basis.

han

RELdms
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form Nj-10 ,
(Ed. ^26-65)

' UNITED STATES GOVVE1MENT

Memorandum
APARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TO . Director
' Federal Bureau of Investigate

ite: December 31, 1968

4A\Stephen J. Pollak
FROMS: Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division

SJP:DRO:ash
DJ 144-72-662

# 41-157-1.47

subject: Assassination of Dr. iMaatin Luther King

Ataached herewith is a comauuication received 
by this Department. It may be that your Bureau has 
already received this inioruatlon.

Although this appears on its face to be some­
what less than relive Jfrmate
our investigative files should contain a Copy of 
the iniouuatinn in the attctUaeot. Please secure 
such a copy. -

10 JAN 7 1969

for
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TRUE COPY
* a

Just published
$100 a copy

e hundred US dollars)

The Greatest Police Fraud Ever

THE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX

Once again, the world Is being fooled, deliberately and 
grossly, about the true background of a sensational murder and the 
real identity of the killer-.And again - as in the closely relaeed 
Kennedy Murder Fraud - the deception is wrought by the investigatnng 
authorities themselves.

, Eveirything you have read in the papers about the way James 
Earl Ray aleegedly ascaped from prison,' how he killed Dr. Martin 
Luther King, how he was identifeed as the slayer and how he was 
finally hunted down as a result of "crack international-detective  - ~ 
work" is false and fraudulent. The whole story is a hoax concocted 
by the FBI and executed with the help of other police authoritiee 
at home and abroad for the purpose of diverUng attentoon foom and 
shiildtng the real murderer of Dr. King, whose idlntity and where­
abouts are well-noown to the FBI. ’

Every aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly explored, 
and the whole gigantic swindle is ruthlessly exposed in the present 
report by

, JOACHIM JOEST E N
the first of the Warren Repoot critccs and t;he only writer who 
carreed his exposure of the Kennedy Murder Fraud through to Its bitter 
end.The report is based on a pritstaktgg private Investigation 
undertaken with the help of devoted frennds in the USA, Canada, 
Britain and'other countries concerned. Here are some of its 
highlights: <

1 - The assassinator of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
planned by a group of Southern oolitCcrtni and busneessmen rffilraied 
with the Ku Klux Klan, the Minulemen and George Walrce'e Assrican 
Itdeoindeet Party. Its pur•pree was to itrkki fear Into the hearts 
of the black people and to deprive them of effective -leadership.

■ 2 - New Orleans, where the plot to assassinate President
John F. Kennedy had been hatched (impart, anyway) was also the 
focal point of the conspiracy against Dr. King - a glar'ing fact 
ignored by the FBI and glossed over in the prese. for obvious reasons.

3 - In the early planning stage - well over a year before 
Dr. King was shot at Memphis - contact was estrbleh!eed between the 
plotters and James Earl Ray who at the time was still an inmate of 
the Missouri State Penttlttirry. Ray, a convict with a long criminal 
record, exoreeeld willtnnlese to do any kind of job expected of him 
for a suitable In (agreement was reached on the basis of $ 12,000 
to $ 15,000, according to w-^—cc^ )

4 - Ray did not lecaol from prison; he was elrrlptiirously
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let out with the consent of the Warden who went so far as to 
, circulaee to police authooitees a false set of fingerprints designed 

to foil any chance recapture of the "fugitive." •

5 - Ray was never consideeed for-the-sniper's'part. After 
more than 15 years spent in,prison, he would have been totally 
incapable of kilinng a man, at a distance of 205 feet, with a single 
well-placed rifle shot. Rathe?, his role was to be.-that of a decoy 
with instructions to plant false evidence, scatter about misleading 
clues and lay a false trail of flight in order to throw off 
potennial pursuers of the real sniper. Unbeknown to him,of courser 
Ray had also been picked by the plotters as an ideal fall guy- for • 
there is no more defenseless human being than an escaped convict - h 
after he had given his perfomnance as a decoy. It was t;he old . ... 
Oswald story Hl over again, with slight vlriltions. , .

I 6 - A key element of the stfaagemm 'wis' to’'create’'a' ‘ '
ficttUous double personnaity shered by Ray and his accomplace, the 
real sniper. They were non of similar appearance who studiously *'
enhanced their lienness in looks, dress, speech/and behavior and 
carefully corrdinaeed their activiiiss. They drove exactly the same 
make and model of cars, used the same driver's iceense (one the 
original, the ot;her a eupl.•Ccaee)’and, in the final stage of their 
adventure, traveeed abroad on two copies of t;he same false passant •

7 - Dr. King was not shot foom Mrs. Bessie Browee's 
foophouse window; inseele, the fatal shot came fomm a Memphis replica 
of the famous grassy knoll of Dallas. •

8 - After the shooting, Ray and his confederate; the real 
assassin, took off almost simultaneously in identical white 
Mustangs, but in different eirlctions. While Ray drove to Atlanta, fo 
his fnal lerO)ralnce as a decoy', the assassin headed for Milwaukee, 
for a reunion with his gir.1 frline. . , j

9 - The two men met again, shortly latter, in Toronto 
where they shed their previous joint personnUty'(Eric Starvo Gaat) 
and adflt;ed a new one (Ramon George Sneyd). With the help of the CIA, 

- which had previously used the gffe servcees of Eric S. Gaat (-the 
real kiHer, not Ray) one passport in that name was obtained i.n 
Toronto and another--shortly-later in Lisbon. - _ • « = ,
- 10 -".Early in the game,, thie FBI found out that there were
two Eric Starvo Galts and that one of them was the excaped convict 
James Earl Ray. But when they learned the identity of the other - 
a vet;er•ln CIAoperative who had also larticiaaeed in the assassinticn 
of President John F.Kennedy-they were appalled. This man was taken; 
he enjoyed prrtlctioi at the highest level. He could not be 
arreseed, much less brought to trial, lest the truth about the 
Kennedy Murder Fraud come out into the open.

11 - So the tracks now were furhter blurred with the
■ L2; of the 231. u cj'y -to .,-.7 -.hl
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True copy

his alter ego, the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantistic? Maybe, 
but aiso““th,e“truth! ■

12 - The crowning glory of it all/ however, was the almost 
simultneeous arrest of both Sneyds at London Airport on June 8, 
1968, the first at 6:30 a.m. by design and the second 11:15 a.m. 
by accident, one arrivnag by plane from Lisbon and'the other? 
attempting t;o leave London on a Brussels-bound plane.

13 - Now Scotland Tax'd was in a real quandary, for t;he • 
last thing the FBI wanted was t;o have two Sneyds delivered into its 
hands. So the two police agencies connived to hush~up~the truth 5 
about the double arrest and pretend that only one man - Ray - had 
been caught;. * ’
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The Writings of Joachim Joest

About the assr5^;;inlt:O>n of ^resildent John F. Kennedy

I. Trade Books ; .

The DarkSide of Lyndon B. Johnson, 272 pp., cloth $10.00
. - PeterDawnay Ltd. , London, Septiember .1968 -

How Kennedy was KU10, 192 pp., paperback $ 3.50
—peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, April 1968

The Garxi^nEnsUsy' 158 pP*' paperback ” $ 3.°0
. r“““Peter Dawnay, Ltd.,.-London, October 1967 .. - —. -

Marina Oswald, 165 pp., cl°th $ 5,00
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, August 1967 - .

Oswald; The Truth, 372 pp., cloth $ 7-50
Peter Dawnay, Ltd., London, July 19-7

Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?(rare book-out of print) $10-00 
Marzmi &~Munsell, Inc., New York, June l9o4

. The Merlin Press, London, January 1965 • . . .

Die Waahh<eibjuber;den^ (in German) / - $ 6.^00
—’“366"pp., cloth, Zurich, September 1966

La verity s^jecas^ (i? Fren?h> $ 550
176 pp., paperback (large fo^at), Paris May 1967 .

Not!: Prices for the above trade books refer to sd<ned copi.es whicii 
can be obtained only direct -from the aut^r.

II. Mimeographed publicltOohs, issued by the author himself 
The Case Against Lyndon B. Johnson" (2 vois.), 1967 
The Case-Against the Kennccy__CLls, May 1968 
TheTiggest Lie EveTToid (four-part series,^^-b9) 
TRUTH LETTER, BB!Wrlky7$45 a year, $25 six months 

enquire about details

’$30.00 
$15.00 
$20.00

* ‘ AH prices in U.S. dollars .

Address an orders to: Joachim Joesten, Mrnich 13, WiegaU3. 
c/o Rahim, Germany. If your order xs not promptly aSkJ0Ostr^et' 
senSToloow-up letter to: Joachim Joesten, 87-70 173rd Street,
Jamaica 11432, New York City, USA. > •

Ask for the prineed 16-page catalogue "A List of Books by J^dhim 
joesten about the assassinatoon of President Kennedy ’ in which the 
above books and paiihlets are described in detaa.l.

■i i - • \” . - ;.^ -■ ■' s - ■
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' | January 7, 1969
* GENERAL INVESTIGATIv(||lVISION

This is the case involvnng the mrrder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Department in the attached transmitted 
to us an announcement of a publication written 
by Joachim Joesten regarding James Earl Ray 
and the King Assassination. The Department 
requests. that we obtain a copy of this publication for their investigative file.

Bureau flees indicate that Joesten was born 
in Germany in 1907^ and naturalized as an 
American citien in 1948. At hearings for his 
naturalization in 1947, Joesten reportedly 
identify himseef as a "left-wing liberal" 
and a fr^-aance writer. He lias —riteen 
numerous books regardn^ the assassinatoon of 
President John F. Kennedy. In his books and 
other writtags he has attacked President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, accusing Mr. Johnson of 

_being involved In'the President John F. Kennedy 
assassinatoon. He has also Utterly attacked 
the FBI and the CIA. He currently residles in 
Germany and has been hospitalized in the past 
for mental mess.It is noted that tae announcement indicates 
the publication is available at a cost of $100. 
This was brought to tire attentoon of the Dept., 
and they advised the pubbication should be 
obtained on a no cost basis only. Legat Bonn 
is being requests to discreetly determine if 
a copy of this pubbication is available on a 
no cost basis.

Long
REL:j»s
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Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Stephen J. Pollak -
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisoon

December 31, 1968

SJP:DRO:ash
DJ 144-72-662

# 41-157-147

Assassination of Dr. Matin Luther King

Ataached herewith is a comunicction received ,
by this Department. It may be that your Bureau has . \ 
already received this information. - /

Alhhough this appears on its face to be some- ?V• 
whatt less than reliable information, I think . s =

‘ our investigative m should contain a copy of 
the inoculation in the ttaachuent. Please secure 
such a copy. . ~ f

AaaacJment
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