10-17-88
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE | URGENT

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM DIRECTOR, FEI (44-38861)

REURTEL OCTOBER SIXTEEN CONCERNING ARTICLE APPRARING IN
~ "THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL." INFORM DON OWENS GEORGK BONEBRAKE
18 FINGERPRINT EXPERT WHO PRESENTED DETAILXD TESTIMONY IN OPEN
COURT IN LONDON, ENGLAND, IN.CONNECTION WITH EXTRADITION OF
RAY. TESTIMONY RECEIVED WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY IN NEWS MEDIA
THROUGHOUT WORLD. DURING POLICE SCHOOL CONDUCTED BY BONE-
BRAKE AT WICHITA, KANBAS, SEPTEMBER NINE THROUGH THIRTEEN
LAST IN A CLOSED mxmmm OF CLASS ATTEMPTED TO QUERY
BONEBRAKX AS TO DETAILS OF FINGERPNINT TESTIMONY. BONEBRAKE
GAVE NO FACTS OTHER THAN WEAT HAD ALREADY BEEN QUOTED BY
PRESS CONCERNING HIS LONDON TESTIMONY AND TEIS IN ONLY VERY
. BRIKF FASHION. NO MEMBERS OF PRESS WERE PRRSENT. ON ONE
OCCASION DURING SCHOOL, MEMBERS OF PRESS WERE BRIEFLY IN-
VITED 70 TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS AND TO COLLECT DATA YOR STORY

NEM:hs

" NOTE: Cover memo C. E. Ganley to Mr. Trotter
dated 10-17-68 captioned "James Earl Ray,
Latent Fingerprint Evidence," CEG:hs
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~ TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS

U-s8801 ‘

CONCERNING POLICE SCHOOL, MEMBER OF CLASS REMARKED TO A
REPORTER THAT BONEBRAKE WAS FINGERPRINT EXPERT IN RAY CASE.

' REPORTER THEN SAID HE RECALLED BONEBRAKE'S NAME, NO FURTHER
DISCUSSION OCCURRED AT THIS SESSION OR ANY OTHER SESSIONS OF
CLASS. BONEBRAKE STATES UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT ANY Qm"rxnbm
IN PRESS OTHERWISE ARE OUTRIGHT FABRICATIONS AND FALSEROODS, ~
WHEN BONEBRAKE TESTIFIED IN LONDON SUCH TESTIMONY BECAME
PUBLIC SOURCE MATERIAL AND ANY FURTHER ELABORATION mbng ANY

OTHER SOURCE IS PURE FABRICATION,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




-

o 3:?2::;:%::0:0. ) e 3010+104 o Vt//—

3A GEN. REG, MO, 27 " S0 - S~

‘e UNITED STATES GERNMENT , . ‘ %9’7/:/’ s o >
Memorandum /

)&- G0} 9 e remetmamicnn:
. Tg- :  MR. TROTTER Z{, | paTE: 10-28-68 /;f“m__,_:(

Tavel
. ( 5 o . 4 Lbl /) Treoteter .
Merom N. E. McDan&ay %WW . é;;;';i“___._m .
e e ; ‘ Gon j

‘ e Y DT A

H ; e /ﬁ!\ g {

sugject: ~ MURKIN . 1T\ TS,
\\mum‘ oy - i‘ - B }\}/

‘se

. fire

P This is the case involving the murder of ‘Martin Luther King, Jr. Previous "~
information received from Memphis indicated that committee of seven attorneys ad-
vising Judge W, Preston Battle, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, was presenting
to the Judge a petition stating that George Bonebrake, Latent Fingerprint Examiner,
may be in violation of the Judge's court order restricting comment in this case. Their
recommendation based on article appearing-in Wichita, Kansas, ""Beacon' newspaper °
concerning a police school conducted by Bonebrake in September, 1968. Bonebrake
presented expert fingerprint testimony on June 27, 1968, in London, England, in con-
nection with extradition of James Earl Ray. His testimony received widespread
publicity in news media throughout the world. Bonebrake has emphatically denied
discussing his fingerprint testimony with press representatives at any time or unnec-
essarily airing fingerprint testimony of this case before a police school in Wichita,
Kansas. On one occasion representatives of this police school, in a closed session,
attempted to query him as to details of the fingerprint testimony. Bonebrake reports
he gave no facts other than what had already been quoted by the press concerning his.
London testimony. Administrative action has previously been taken against Bonebrake
for discussing the case at the closed police school. ” L

Judge Battle signed petition 10-24-68 which requires that Bonebrake appear

before the Court on 12-6-68 to show cause why he should not be adjudged in contemyt.
The Judge noted he was setting the date of 12-6-68 which would be after the trial of
James Earl Ray, subject of the case, since to do otherwise would result in unnecesary
publicity, defeating purpose of his original order. The committee of attorneys in p:re-
senting the petition to the Judge recognized that the Court does not have jurisdiction,
The committee of attorneys has no sound"grounds to substantiate their recommendaiion.
and undoubtedly took this action against our employee as a face-saving gesture. Th2
committee has been severely criticized by Ray's Defense Attorney Arthur Hanes, S:.,
and a Memphis "Commercial Appeal" newspaper reporter Charles Edmundson, who
are both currently under contempt citation by Jidge Battle in this case as result of
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Memorandum to Mr, Tr&er ! . ‘ _ - e
Re: Murkin

recommendation by the committee of attorneys. The committee is reportedly ex-
tremely liberal and, infact, one member, Liucius E. Burch, Jr., according to SAC,
Memphis, has served as an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union.

The Court has not officially notified the Bureau of the petition but reportedly
has mailed a copy to the Attorney General. The Department has requested a letter
from the Bureau setting out information concerning the nature of the police school con-
ducted by Bonebrake at Wichita, Kansas, in September, 1968, and what transpxred at
this meeting. The Department indicated they intend to present this to the Court in
Memphis. Attached is proposed letter. Copy of letter being sent to SAC, Memphis,
for his information and so that he may properly advise the State's Attorney General,

Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, prosecutor inthis case. State's Attorney General

is fully aware of this entire situation and is of the opinion that this will have no adverse
effect on his handling of the prosecution,

'RECOMMENDATION:

" That the attached letter to the Department be approved.
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. -October 25, 1968
AIRTEL
To - DIEECTOR, ¥BE (44-35861)
L FROM  LEGAT, OTTAVA (44-4)(®)
 SUBJECT mm 4

' Enclosed are tbxm cupieﬁ uch of RCHP letters
10/24: :md 1@!‘25/68. L

i !ﬁ.tb re!aronce to letter as 10/25/68, kindiy

'nai'e éuneninatim restriction at botiom of Page 1 which is :

- based or alluged intimcy between source and Galt, RCHP
 have best requueted o exdeavor to confirm stowy through

checks at Grey Rock, Town and Country)Hotel in Montreal mnd -

ciependtnt on outcome, Leogat will digcuss restrictions with
RCHP in effort to secure parniﬁa’.on to make unilable to.
Tennessee authorities. , L

& - “urew (Ence.,-8)

Liaison Direct ‘ o
. ‘s Hemphis (44-1987)
1 %a Uutlu . T '

MLX:qL
(6) 3

2625 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




e &
.

! -~ " BE ADDRESSED:
' N
~THE COMMISSIONER "
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTHO ROLICE
OTTAWA 7, CANADA

==r?us'= cpn'neﬁfrcmbAN‘c_E omT
EBITRE ADRE:-'tS'Eﬁ COMME ST

LE CTOMMISSAIRE "
GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA |
DTTAWA 7 GANADA

‘ - i
: #al.i. BORRESPONDENCE TO & ‘
Y L
Y
VR

HEADQUARTERS = DIRECTION GENERALE

:r/g‘l:gauga_, s o . OTTAWA'7, CANADA
our no.  O8HQ T791-0~60 (Vol.5) , Qetober 25, 1968.
NOTRE N° o T

Hr, Moss Lee Inzes,
¢/0 Unitcd States Embassy,
OTTAYA, Ontario.

Re: Hartin Luther K10
Murder of

- Phgn o op S %

On October 8 last inforaation was received
from the Superintendent of Security, Department of Transport,
Ottawa, to the offect that a female employeo, who wishos
to rormain anonyrmous had confided to her superior that she
nad rmet with RAY on 3 occasions, once in the Laurentians,
once in Ottawa and once in Hontreal. Those ncetings are
believed to have taken place prior to the murder of Dr. Martin
Tuther XIG.

2e Recently this woran has rccoived telephone
calls from ¥Willisn Bradford HUBY (vhonetic) in Alabama,
asking her about her assocfatlion with Ra¥. This person 1s
now concerned about the turn of ovents and consented to be
interviawed by a mermber of this Force relative to hor
association with RAY. ‘ *

3. , On the 15 0GT 68 audbject was intcervicwed and
tho following information was obtalned from her.

"0n the hth of August 1967, my girlfriend and
X went to St. Jovite, P.Q. to spend the long week-
end. Yo arrived there at around 7:00 p.n. and
registered at the "Petit Manoir' Inn. !e had suppor
and then decided to go to the OGrey Roek Resort for the
evening. As we c¢ntered the lounze, we saw 2 nan
sftting alone at a table facing the Dance ¥lcor. ly
girlfriend said 'That man is alone, let's see if we
can sit with hin.! She approached him amd he
invited us to sit at his table. He iatroduced
hinsgolf as Iirle GALT and said that ho was on holldays
from Chicago and was staying at tho Grey Reck. He
also rientioned that his brother and his sister-in-law
had ccrie up with him from Chicago and that they had
left for Montreal. o said that he had been there

PROPERTY OF R € 18 8, o THHS POUICE REPCRT e o » £
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for about one week and that he would be leaving
within the next few days for Monkreal to neet his
brother. At around Midnight, ny girlfriend sald

that she was not foeling well and she roturacd to the
Poetit Manoir. Lric and I went to the Manoir Pinoteau
to seo the ontertaim:ont. UWo returned to Orey Rock

at around 43100 a.n. and I spent the rest of the night
with hin in his roon, I was intimats with hin. T did
not notice anything unusual about him. He was quiet,
polito, neat and resorved. The next moraing, I loft
hin at around 11:00 a.n., at which tine he told me that
he was leaving for Mountroal., Hd said that ho did not
kunow where he would be staying in Montreal, but that
He would 1like to sce me again and that he would call
the Potit Manoir and lot me know where he was staying.
Ho was driving an old red Plymouth around a 1956 nodel.
I did not look at tho License Plates. .

He oalled arcund supper tine and since we
wero out, ho left a message with the dosk advising to
call a mmbor in Yontreal. I called and talked to a
desk clork at g hoteol in tho East ond of Hontrcale.
She gave ne the addross and the number of the room

‘whexre Eric sas gtaying. 1le was not in at the tinc,
On Honday, the 7th of August, my girlfriond and 1
drove down to ifontreal and wont to the hotel to see
Bric. I dontt remenbor the nato of the hotel except
that 1t 1o around the corner from the Acapulco Club,
e met Eric in tho hall and he appeared pleascd and
surprised to sce us. !¢ shared his quarters during
the two nights we spont in lontreal. Ilo was not
intinato with either of us in Montreal. He took us
out to the Acapulce Club and to rostaurants. e
scened to have rioncy and appearcd to pay for everye
thing with Canadian 920,00 bills, In fact, ho gave ne
a Twenty before we left lontreal, in.cas¢ I had car
trcuble. X gzave hin ny address 14 Ottawa.

Scrze three weeks lateyr, ho called no and said
that ho was in Ottawa staying at tho Toun and Country
Hotol for the wcek-ond, He stayed in Ottawa foxr two
days and I showed hin around Ottawa., I did not stay
with hin at tho Town and Country. Ho did not appear
to know anyons in Qttawa. I don't recall hin saying
wvhere he was ccning fror, but I assuned it was llonbreal.
He did not have a car and probably caio by train, Ile
nientioned that ho was working for his Lrother in Real
Eatate and that he did not do nueh but was pald well,
Ho also said that he had no problems with noney and
could always goet sorno.

pROPERTY OF 2 M 8, Tm*‘»’?fil.ﬂ‘i R:j"«’*;fﬂ ,
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Ho never rontioned any friends or asscciates
boaides his borther and I nover saw hin with anyone.
He never nontioned the nane ¥artin buther XINI and
never indicatad any hatred toward any MNegroos.

1 did not hear any more frem him until around
Harch 1968 when I received a letter from hin postnarked
Hollywcod, Californfiam. I dont't yremember the addreas
and havo sinco destroyed the lettar and envoelope. The
lettor was short and did not contain nmuch of interest,
Ho was enquiring as to whon T was taking my holidays
and said if T write, to do it soon becausc he would nob
be at that address aftor a couple of weeks. I recelved
the letter scme three wceoks bofors the assasalnation
of Hartin Luther KI'U,

tthen I heard that Eric GALT had beon arrested
and wag implicated in the murder of Dr, KING, X
_ panicked and destroyed the letter. ,
, About one rionth azo, I roceived a phono call
frém one Hillian Bradford HUBY who said that hoe was
writing a book about James Earl RAY and when ho
rentioned tho names Grey Rock and Eric CALT, T knew
that ho must have gotten my name and address from RAY.
I agreed to sco him and wo'nmet for lunch at the Holiday
Tnn. At that time ho showed ro his credentlals, his
pisturs in Time Magazine with RAY!a lawyer and scne of
his books. ¥e¢ was very charming and appeared to know
81l about riy asscciation with RAY, including the fact
that I had been intimato with hinm,  Ye avpeared to bo
mainly intereated in what I thought of ‘RAY and I told
him that as far as I was concorned, ho was a nomal man.
He said that I would be the Mystery weman in his book
and assured ric that ny nane would not Yo nmentlonud. He
had a photographer with him and I agreed to lat hin take
soky pictures which they assured moe would show only
shadows. Tle gavo me (100,00 for the information and
4nvited ne Lo go to MNew York at hls oxpenso, any time X
felt like it, and to call him collect if X could
reaenbor anything elsc.

T have no other information to offer and the
above is all I can rcmenber about ny assoclation with
James Ear) RAY alias Xric GALT. ‘

‘ The above information was obtainod during
several hours of questioning and our investigator is
satisficd that 1% contains all that this informant knous
about RAY, She 43 vory concerncd about the posaibility
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of her nome and photogrash appearing in IUkY!s book and
in this regard sho wag advised to consult a lawyer.

Se Tho girlfriond montioned has boen contacted,
howevor, she has ne infomation of valus to offer. She
could not remenbor the name of the hotel whors they stayed
in Monbreal and could not olaborate on any of the pointa
covered by tho informanb.

We Fo O Porry, Inspes
Aasistant Officer in Charge,
Criminal Inveatigation Branch,
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BE ADORESSED:

N THE COMMISSIONER
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OFTAWA 7, CANADA

H [ ]
‘ TOUTE CORRESPOND MNCE DOFT
£TRE AQRESSEE COMME $urTs
LE COMMISSAIRE
GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA
OTTAWA 7, CANADA

HEADQUARTERS wDIRESTION GENERALE

YOURNG. o OTTAWA 7, CANADA
VOTRE N

our no. 68HQ=791=Q-60_{( .
QuR NO. =Q=60_{V.5) October 24, 1968

¥r, Moss Lee Innes,
c¢/o United States Embassy,
OTTAYA, Ontario.

Re: Martin Luther KING
Murder of
- Assistance to FBI - i

S GD W TS ep S ED IR P D OB GD W G BP OB TP D SO G W S o B TS €D

: Information has been received from our
Montreal GIS that the photograph of KIMBLE was shown to
MATHIEU and ROBILLARD and they both identified this
photograph as the person known to thenm as KIMBLE.

H.‘F.‘G. Perry’ Inspo"
Assistant 0fficer in Charge,
Criminal Investigation Branch.
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This is the c¢ase involvipg the murder of Martin,Luthér

Information received from Memphis that Judge W. Preston

Battle, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tenness
b ? » H

ee, had cited or planned

to cite an FBY employee who comnmented on the Martin Lather.Krnd
assassination case. Mr. Don Ow wens, Tornexr FB3I Agent, is one of
seven attorneys acting on behali of Judge Batile din preparing”

petitions to deternine if the Judge's co
violated. Owens advised that comnittee p

urt order has been
resenting Judge Battle

with petition which states that Georggﬁuen,oxsxg; 2 Latent Finger~

print Exaniner, nsy be in violation of J
basis of an sriicle appeaxing in newspap

fudge's court ordex on
er concerning police

school conducted in chhlta, Kansas., M-, Phil M, Cenale, Jr.,
State Attorney General, Shelby County, lemphis, Tennessee, is

aware of this natter and is of opinion %

hendling of the prosecution, Bureau took

‘previously on this matter.

ACTION:
Menmphis has obtained copies ol
are:fory‘”dxng sanmg to Bureau. Depaxine

v/
.' " 1 2 Z8 / 9
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i 4u:
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Rosen to Del.ocach nemoraandum
RE: MURKIN

DETAILS:

This is the case involving -the nurder of Martin Juther
Ring, Jr. .

U. S. Attorney Thomas L. Robinson, Mewphis, contacted
our Menphis Qffice and advised a Mr. Brown from‘the Department of
Justice contacfed hinm and informed him he received information
from 2 newspaper souxce in Washington, D. C, that Judge W Preston
Battle, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, had cited or planned
to cite an FBY aanloyee who commented on tne Mar¢in Luthexr King
dsgsassination case. Mr. Brown indicated to 'Robinson -‘that sons-
‘thing nmay be sent to the Attorney General regarding this matter.

1

SAC, Memphis, referred Robinson to Mr. Don Owens, .fornmex |

ra; Agent, ﬁpssone of saven attorneys who are acting on behalﬁ
of Judge Bettle in vprepering verxious patitions to deternine if
‘ﬂudgé'Bottl"s court ordexr regarding restrictions of publicity
and conn ﬁnts about this case have been violated.

My, Owens informed us thet his conm*ttee net to deter-
minge, ﬁmong other things, if the comments by Latent Fingerprint
Examiner, Geerge Bon bra\e, at 2 police school -4in Wichita, Xensas,
wexre in violation of the Judge's court ordexr. It is to be noted
that a recent article appeared in a Memphis newspapexr citing o
- ‘'story printed by ‘the Wichits, Kansas, "B'acon" newspaper covering
a polzce school that Bonebrake conducteo in Wichita in early
September, 1968, During this cigss, memkers attempted to quexy
Bonebrake as to details of his flnge”print testinony end Bonebrake
gave no facts other ‘than that which had zlready been covered .in
‘the press.concerning his London testimony. No members of the
press were present at this police class., The committes is pre~
senting Judge Battle with a petition concerning their findings
relatave to the comments of Ronebrak ,,wblcn states that Bonsbrake
may be in violation of the Judge's court order and the petition
noints out the court does not have jurisciction in Washington, D.C,,
which 2c given 43 alleped residence o0f Bonebrake.

Mr. Owens advised thet although the petition is pre-
pered it nay never be filed, and to hin there does mnot appear to
be any problasm in that ot?t_nen»s attribuvted to Bonzbrake appear
to bz those to which he slready testified publicly in Londom

This metier has boen brought to the attention oi the.
Eureru urem;ous]y and eéministrotive ~ction wss teken sgainst
Devaaber v, e, TN Prpel o T, Tiete AEnvray Gonnvnd,
Shelby Couﬂyy, lemphis, Tonnessee, 2dvised he is awere ol this
entire natter, is not concerned in the least and is of the.
opinion this will not afizct his handling of the prosecution,
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Director

Federal Bﬁréﬁu of Investigation

’¢‘

Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

, ’Civil Rights Division

October 11; 1968-'
VSJP e
D.J. 14~ 72~662 1 e
41 _1)'(‘111_7 _ A

-

" Assass 1nation of Martin Luther King, JP

Reference your memorandum or October 4 1968

- My memorandum.to you of Oetober 8 1968 unger

‘.this caption. requested you.to furnish a. copy of the
‘report of Speclal Agent Rene J. Dumaine, dated '
October 2, 1968,t0 Mr. Phil Canale, Attorney General
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee.A

. The subject matter of theé Dumaine report
concerned information originally received from
Mpr. Willlam Bradford Huie. My October 8 memorandum
vas intended to reflect my determination to authorize .
. you to' furnish. the information obtained in the .
© 7 interview of your agent with Mr. William Bradford
-+ Hule to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.. o :
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October 14, 1968

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

X
XXXXX a memorandum 10-7-68
New Haven

XXX (B) REL:jms
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to New Haven, Connecticut 06510

File No.

October 7, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

. On October 7, 1968, NH T-1, an English professor
in the acadeémic field, who has furnished reliable informa.
tion in the past, advised that on October 4, 1968, he was
in a small social gathering of four individuals, one of
whon was an employec of Mc Call's Publications, whom he
refused to identify, .

During the course of the conversation, the
Mc Call's employee mentioned in a matter-of-fact manner that
Look Magazine beginning with the issue of October 29, 1968,
will run a serial on JAMES EARL RAY. In this series of
articles, RAY reportedly will state that the Ku Xlux Xlan
hired him to assassinate Reverend MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

A characterization of the Ku Xlux Klan
appears in the Appendix, 3

NH T-1 stated that the Mc Call's employee impressed
him as a down-to-carth, level-headed, business man who ‘
appeared at the time to be making a factual statement. The
Mc Call's employce also stated that the rights to this
article have been sold world wide. .

PROPERTY o THEFpB]
<018 document contains nejther

ations nor conclusi
?gfﬂa fz lisa the:] Property of the
B Red 10 your aoency .t
a;_ ‘ ztf contents are not t:obes> i

Lo oy ' o
-~ outside yoyr ageéncy,
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- APPENDIX

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN . INC.
(NKKKK)

A source adyised that on May 22, 1960, the National Grand
Council of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan met at Atlanta, Georgia,
to discuss consolidation of the Klan's unity of effort and

" activities to establish a National Fund, and a National Secre-

tary, and to design a new flag, The meeting was attended by
representatives of the Federation of Ku Klux Klan, Alabama;
Association of Arkansas Klans, Arkansas; Florida Knights of the

Ku Klux Klan, Florida; Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,

Florida; Association ot Georgia Klans, Georgla; Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, North Carolina; Association of South Carolina Klans, South
Caroline; Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Tennessee° and Kyksos

'Klan, Texas.

This source advised that at a consolidation meeting at Atlanta,
Georgia, September 2-5, 1960, at which the North Carolina and Texas
Klans were not represented, it was resolved and passed that their
name be changed to National Ku Klux Klan.

A second source advised in March, 1964, that several meetings of

‘Klan groups were held during the period 1960 to 1963 in an effort

to unite ‘the Klan groups undar a single leadership.

The organization was granted a charter in DeKalb County, Georgia,
November 1, 1963, under the name National Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Inc., as a "patriotic, secret, social, and benevolent order."

A third source advised in December, 1963, that the organization
had issued a statement of its program which indicated the organi-
zation to be anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, and anti-
foreign born, ;

A fourth source advised in July, 1968, that the organization has its

headquarters in Tucker, Georgia, and the day-to-day operations are
under the direction of James R, Venable, Imperial Wizard,
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Mr. DeLoach

Octobexr 10, 1968

1 ~ Mr. DelLoach ‘
A. Rosen 1l - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley

1 -~ Mr. McGowan
MURKIN DO~ Mr. Long
1l -~ W. C. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Dr. Bertram D. Sarason, professor of English, Southern
Connecticut College, New Haven, Connecticut, advised us that he
recently was at a small gathering of four individuals and
one of these individuals was employed at McCalls Publications.

During the course of the conversation a "McCalls"
employee mentioned that "Look" magazine beginning with the ‘issue
of October 29, 1968, will run a series on James Earl Ray. In
this series of artxcles Ray reportedly will state that the
Ku Klux Klan hired hinm to assassinate Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

Dxr. Sarason requested ‘that his identity be protected
and he declined to furnish the name of the “McCalls'" employee
since he feared 1f ‘it became known the employee might lose his
job. )

We previously had information that William Bradford
Huie, author, wvho allegedly entered into a contract with
James Earl Ray to write his life story, has been in contact with
restaurant ownexrs in Winnetka, JI1linois. Based upon information

" furnished by Ray, Mr. Huie 1nterviewed these people, as they

employed Ray a7 their restaurant duxing May and June of 1967,

and he promised to furnish them "proofs"™ of an article to appear
in "Look" maga:iine on November 10, 1967. To date Huile has not
furnished the proofs to the restaurant owners.

We -have run out similar allegations of Ray having.
been involved %in an assassination plot financed by the Ku Klux
Klan with negastive findings.

Bureau files contain no derxogatory information con-
cerning Dr. Sarason.

ACTION: .
For your information. Bewa\l\mow\ \e\ﬁ héu teed,
‘REL:jms T o T |
(7 T
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10-7-68 .
AIRTEL
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, NEW HAVEN (157-818)
SUBJECT: . MURKIN.

OO0 :MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 coples; for
- Memphis two copies and for New York one copy of an LHM
captioned JAMES EARL RAY, which 1is self-explanatory.
A copy of this communication and the LHM is being
designated for the New York Office for information since
Mc Call's and Look Magazines both have their headquarters
in New York City. ,

N T-1 is. Dr. BERTRAM D. SARASON, professor
of English, Southern Connecticut State College, New Haven,
Conn,, whose identity is protected at his request, He
declined to furnish the name of the Mc 'Call's employee since
?ebfeared if 4t became known the employee might lose his
(0] 029 )

‘Professor SARASON was concerned that the
U.S. District Attorney prosecuting the case might be
caught by supprise by the revelation that the Ku Klux
Klan hired RAY to assassinate Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
and that the resulting publicity might cause difficulty
in selecting an unbiased jury. .

@- Bureau (Encs. 5) (RW)

2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Encs, 2) (RY)
1 - New York (INFO) (Enc. 1) (RM)

2 - New Haven

JAH:jml

. (8)
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NH 157-818

Professor SARASON was undexr the impression that
both Mc Call's and Look Magazines were jointly owned by one
corporation.

The above is belng submitted for the information
of the Bureau and the Memphis Office,

2%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

T ek Flease Refer b New Raven, Connecticut 08510
 October 7, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

. ) On October 7, 1968, NIl T-1, an English professor
in the academic field, who has furnished reliable informae-
tion in the past, advised that on October 4, 1968, he was
in a small social gathoring of Zour individuals, one of
whom was an employee of Mc Call's Publications, whom he
refused to identify,

During the course of the conversation, the
Mc Call's employee mentioned in a matter-of-fact mamner that
Look Magazine beginning with the issue of October 29, 1968,
will run a serial on JAMES EARL RAY. 1In this series of
articles, RAY reportedly will state that the Xu Xiux Xlan
hired him to assassinate Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

A characterization of the Ku Klux Xlan
appears in the Appendix,

HH T-1 stated that the Mc Call's employee impressed
him a8 a dowmsto-carth, level-headed, business man who
appeared at the time to he making a factual statement., The
Mec Call's employoe also stated that the rights to this
article have been sold world wide,

PROPERTY OF THE FBI

This document ccontains neither
recommendations nor conclusions of
the EBI. Tt is'the property of the
FBI and isloaned to your agency:it
and’its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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APPENDIX

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC.
(NKKKK)

A source advised . that on May 22, 1960, the National Grand
Council of the Xnights of the Ku Klux Klan met at Atlanta, Georgia,
to discuss consolidation of the. Klan's unity of effort and
activities to establish a National Fund, and a National Secre-
tary, and to design a new flag, The meeting was attended by
representatives of the Federation of Ku Klux Klan, Alabama;
Association of Arkansas Klaps, Arkansas; Florida Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan, Florida; Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
Florida; Association of Georgia Klans, Georgia; Knights of the Ku Klux
. Klan, North .Carolina; Association of South Carolina Klans, South .
Carolina; Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Tennessee- and Kyksos
-Klan, Texas, ' ' < .

This source advised that at a consolidation meeting at Atlanta,
Georgia, September 2-5, 1960, at which the North Carolina and Texas
Klans were not represented, it was resolved and passed that their
name be changed to National Ku Klux Klan,

A second source advised 1n March 1964, that several meetings of
Klan groups were held during the period 1960 to 1963 in an effort
to unite ‘the Klan groups under a single leadership,

The organization was granted a charter in DeKalb County, Georgia,
November 1, 1963, under the. name National Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Inc.. as a "patriotic, secret, social, and benevolent order."

A third source advised in December, 1963, that the organization
had issued a statement of its program which indicated the organi-
zation to be anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, and anti-
foreign born,

A fourth source adviged in July, 1968, that the organization has its

headquarters in Tucker, Georgia, and the day-to~-day operations are
under the direction of James R, Venable, Imperial Wizard,
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October 8, 1968

@Q‘- Mr. Long

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Rerep of SA Rene J, Dumsine dated 10-2-688, at Chichgo.
you should disseminate & copy of referenced

report to Mr. Phil M, Cansle, Jr,, State Attorney
General, Shelby County, uenpﬁia, Tennessee.

REL:jms
(4)

NOTE:

We transmitted to the Department the Chicago report
which sets forth investigation concerning James Earl Ray's
employment at a restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, during parts
of May and June, 1967. The Department by memorandum requests
that we furnish a copy of this report to Mr Canale, who is
handling the state's prosecution, and Memphis being so
instructed.
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Director, '
Pederal Bureau of Investigation Qotober 8, 1968

Stephen J. Pollak.
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisidn
SIP:DRO:8t$

Assassination of Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

1

We have received today the report of Special Agent
Rene J, Dumaine, dated October 2, 1968, of your Chicago
office in the above matter,

Please furnish a copy of this report forthwith to
Mr. Phil Canale, Attorney General, deb’ County, 4in
Memphis, Tennessee.

£
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI

October 4, 1968
(’} Mr. Long -

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference 18 made to my memorandum of September 10, 1968,
advising you that Mr, Willlam Bradford Hule was interviewed at his
home at Hartselle, Alabama, at his request. We provided you with
the results of his interview and requested permission to furnish the
information to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General,
Shelby County, Tennessee. ’

In your memorandum of September 17, 1968, responding to the
above memorandum, you stated that you would desire postponement
of any action on this matter pending your resolution of seve
questions. :

You are requested to advise this Bureau of your determination
in this matter, as it appears this should be promptly resolved.

REL:bep
4)

NOTE:

We previously advised the Depar tment that Mr. William Bradford
Huie, author whose books include, "Three Lives for Mississippi’ dealing
with the murder of the three civil rights workers in June of 1964, was
interviewed at his home at Hartselle, Alabama, at his request and wanted
to "bargain" with us. (He would furnish us information as provided to him
by Ray in exchange for current nonpublicized photographs of Ray.) We
advised our Birmingham Office not to "bargain' with Mr. Huie under any
circumstances. We also advised the Department that Huie has obtained
notes from Ray, and Mr. Hule is preparing an article in "Look" magazine
based on these notes. The obtaining of these notes was discussed with the
‘Department and they advised they are considering the question of obtaining
a search warrant or subpoena duces tecum for Huie's notesand/or calling
Huie before a grand jury.

- NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TWO. .,
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NOTE CONTINUED:

The Department by memorandum of 9/17/68, advised us that
they would appreciate postponing any action in this matter until they

resolved certain questions. This memorandum is to-ascertain if

the Department has reached a decision.
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Mr, DeLoach QOctober 4, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach

A. Rosen - 1 - Mr. Rosen
- ' "1 - Mr. Malley -
MURKIN 5 . TeGowan

‘ 1 - Mr. Bishop

This 15 the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Judge W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee, who is handling the state trial of James Earl Ray,
furnished us a letter sent to him by Ray. The judge provided us this
letter for our information.. - L S -

The letter which is dated September 12, 1968, states Ray is
calling attention to.three articles written about him, namely: a
"Readers Digest'" article by Jeremiah O'Leary; a photograph and :
" article appearing in a tabloid called "The Inquirer, " and a story written
by Willam Bradford Hule appearing in "The Commercial Appeal, " - a
Memphis newspaper. Ray states that he intends to file libel suits.

‘Ray expresses displeasure with Hule's article in that it depicts
Ray as being only interested in money and in exposing some persons or
organization. Ray states "for the record, both public and private, I
don't know anyone to expose and I want to disassociate myself from this
article. ' ‘ . :

© Ray concludes'his letter by stating he is going to sentlthese.
. gtories to the Ethical Committee of the American Bar Association.

ACTION: . o ¢
. For information. The Départment 18 being advised. ‘V‘ﬂi
: : AW A
, | e
=wr | N
: L . - Y .
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