
REHYTEL ONE TWENTYSEVEN LAST*

CEDRIC. WORE, OF MEMPHIS, TENN*, WHO HAS RESIDED IN PHILA* 

"A FEW WEEKS" AT NINE ONE NINE N. EIGHTEENTH ST*, RESIDENCE OF JAKES 

BEVEL AND SCLC HQSM INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND ADVISED THAT ON 

EITHER ONE NINETEEN OR ONE TWENTY LAST MICKEY KC MILLAN OF PHILA., 

NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, TOLD MOORE THAT A GROUP OF "CATS" WERE IN­

CENSED AT BEVEL’S STATEMENTS RE JAMES EARL RAY, ALLEGED KILLER OF 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND THAT BECAUSE OF THIS THEY WERE GOING TO 

BURN DOWN THE BUILDING IN WHICH BEVEL RESIDES.

ON SAME DATE HE OVERHEARD CONVERSATION IN BUILDING IN WHICH 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON STATED "BEVEL SHOULD BE CAREFUEL*"

EFFORTS MADE TO INTERVIEW BEVEL ONE TWENTYEIGHT INSTANT ALL 

UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE BEVEL WAS TIED UP IN PRESS CONFERENCES AND 

SCLC MEETINGS*

CAROLINE DE LOATCH, PHILA. SCLC STAFF MEMBER, CONTACTED BEVEL 

IN MEETING AND ARRAKGEtSENTS MADE FOR INTERVIEW EIGHT AM ONE TWENTY 

NINE NEXT* 

END PAGE ONE 1 '
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PH 9-5113

PAGE TWO

WHILE STANDING IN HALL OUTSIDE SCLC MEETING, AGENTS OVERHEARD 

TALKS IN WHICH BEVEL VAS SEVERELY CASTIGATED BY UNKNOWN SPEAKER AS 

BEING PERSON WHO WANTED HIS OWN WAY AND WOULD NOT LISTEN TO ANYONE 

ELSE. SPEAKER PUNCTUATED TIRADE WITH OBSCENITIES TO DESCRIBE BEVEL. 

PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN - R HAS BEEN CONTACTED AND STATES HE WILL 

ATTEST TO^DENTIFY AND DETERMINE RESIDENCE OF SC MILLAN.

RHILAMNDICES NEGATIVE RE MC MILLAN. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
ADVISED. J 

END 

WA...JDR 

FBI WASH DC
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157PM

URGEUR 1-27-6$ MS

TO/IREClOa CODE

ATTENTION DOMESTIC IMELLIGEHCE

FROM PHILADELPHIA (157-2371) 3?

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS;

JAKES BEVEL

ON JAIL NINETEEN LAST JAKES BEVEL, SCLC LEADER IN PHILA*, 

STATED HE HAD EVIDENCE THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID KOT KILL MARTIN 

LOTKER KING,

ON JAIL TOKTYOHE LAST, BEVEL WAS INTERVIEWED 3Y BUREAU AGENTS 

AKO STATED RAY WAS INNOCENT OF THE MURDER OF KING.

BY TELETYPE DATED JAM, TWEHYTHREE S1XTYNINE, BUREAU RECEIVED 

A telegram from an individual who identifies himself AS CEDRIC

MOORE, ASSISTANT NOU VIOLENT EDUCATION OTHERS CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CO?«SEREKCE, PHILA., PA, THE TELEGRAM STATES, "I AM INFORMING YOU 

THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS BEING MADE ON REV, BEVEL LIFE CONCERNING 

HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY,” 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

PH 157-237 J

PH EIGHT HIKE SEVEN - ft LEARNED FROK BEVEL THAT BEVEL HAD NO 
PROOF SOT THAT HE, BEVEL, FELT IT VAS "THE SYSTEM"' THAT KILLAS, 

BEVEL AND AN INSIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL LIKE HAY SHOULD NOT BE 

EXECUTED FOR THE DEATH OF A GREAT D MAN LIKE KING*

' PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN RECONTACTED JAN* TWENTYSEVEN INSTANT AND 

ADVISED OF CONTENTS OF TELEGRAM SENT BY MOORE. ,

INFORMANT ADVISED THIS PROBABLY REFERS TO A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 

REUSES BUTLER, UNITED VETERANS FOR FREEDOM, OLIVER RIDDICK, AKA 

SHEP, AND BEVEL. INFORMANT JOINED THESE THREE AFTER CONVERSATION 

BEGAN.

INFORMANT STATED HE HEARD SUTLER SAY TO BEVEL THAT HE, BUTLER, 

WOULD BURN BUILDING AUD HOOT BEVEL IF BEVEL TRIED TO START SCLC 

IN PHILA. THE REASON’ FOR THIS IS BEVEL’S STATEMENT CONCERN ING 

moCEHCE OF JAMES EARL RAY.

THIS INFO HAS BEEK FURNISHED CONFIDENTIALLY TO LT. GEORGE FENCL, 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT, PHILA. PD.

PHILA, PLANS TO USE THIS AS A COUNTERINTELLIGENCE MEASURE TO 

HAVE BUTLER, WHO’IS RECEIVING ONE HUNDRED PERCENT DISABILITY 

FOR PSYCHIATRIC REASONS, COMMITTED. IF MOORE OR BEVEL OK INTERVIEW 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

PH 157-2371

TELL OF THIS THREAT, THE INFO WILL BE FORWARDED TO POLICE WHO WILL 

REQUEST BEVEL OR MOORE SIGS A COMPLAINT AGAINST BUTLER,

BUREAU WILL NOT BE CONNECTED WITH THIS 1H ANY WAY,

BUREAU PERMISSION IS REQUESTED TO INSTITUTE THIS COUNTER-

WTELLIGERCE ACTION

JWEeH^rO?rPAGE"C«E™—EIGH4-L4^E~D3V:uSI^^

’ Haiusciwmr

end;
VXC FBI WASH DC ,

O2JI& A5L SULuyAl?
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USGEHJ/I-27-W MTS

TO/DIRECTOR CODE UI

ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE

FROM PHILADELPHIA (157-2371) 3P

COmERISTELLIGEHCE PROGRAM BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS? 

JAKES BEVEL

ON JAN. NINETEEN LAST JAMES BEVEL, SCLC LEADER IN PHILA., 

STATED HE HAD EVIDENCE THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID KOT KILL MARTIN 

LUTHER KING.

. ON JAN. TKEKTYOHE LAST, BEVEL 9AS INTERVIEWED BY BUREAU AGENTS 

AHO STATED RAY VAS INNOCENT OF THE MURDER OF KING.

BY TELETYPE DATED JAIL TVENTYTHREE S1XTYHHE, BUREAU RECEIVED

A TELEGRAM FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IDENTIFIES HIMSELF AS CEDRIC 
O

MOORE, ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION ^UTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
P

COHERENCE, PHILA., PA. THE TELEGRAM STATES, ”1 AM INFORMING YOU 

that a serious threat is being made on rev. bevel life coxcerking 

HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY.” 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

PH 157-2371

PH EIGHT HINE SEVEN - R LEARNED FROK BEVEL THAT BEVEL HAD HO 

PROOF SUI THAT HE, BEVEL, FELT IT VAS “THE SYSTEM"' THAT KILLAS, 

BEVEL AHO AN ^SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL LIKE RAY SHOULD NOT BE

; EXECUTED FOR THE DEATH OF A GREAT D MAK LIKE KING,

PH EIGHT .NINE SEVEN RECONTACTED JAW, mSTYSEVEK INSTANT AND 

ADVISED OF CONTENTS OF TELEGRAM SENT BY MOORE*

INFORMANT ADVISED THIS PROBABLY REFERS TO A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 

REUBER BUTLER, UNITED VETERANS FOR FREEDOM, OLIVER RIDDICK, AXA 

SHEP, AND BEVEL. INFORMANT JOINED THESE THREE AFTER CONVERSATION 

BEGAN*

INFORMANT STATED HE HEARD SUTLER SAY TO BEVEL THAT HE, BUTLER, 

WOULD BURN BUILDING AUD HOOT BEVEL IF BEVEL TRIED TO START SCLC 

IS PHILA* THE REASON FOR THIS JS BEVEL’S STATEMENT CONCERNING 

TOOCEHCE OF JAMES EARL RAY*

TRIS INFO HAS BEEN FURNISHED CONFIDENTIALLY TO LT* GEORGE FENCE, 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT, PHILA* PD*

PHILA, PLANS TO USE THIS AS A COUNTERINTELLIGENCE MEASURE TO 

HAVE BUTLER, WHO IS RECEIVING CHE HUNDRED PERCENT DISABILITY 

FOR PSYCHIATRIC REASONS, COMMITTED. IF MOORE OR BEVEL OK INTERVIEW 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

, PH 157-2371

TELL OF THIS THREAT, THE INFO WILL BE FORWARDED TO POLICE WHO WILL 

REQUEST BEVEL OR SCORE SIGS A COMPLAINT AGAINST BUTLER, 

BUREAU WILL KOT BE CONNECTED WITH THIS Ill AMY WAY.

BUREAU PERMISSION' IS REQUESTED TO INSTITUTE THIS COUNTER-

INTELLIGENCE ACTION,

JORR^HtnnnrTAXi£~OHI~-—£1&T4^^^^

REAn^SGUTHERN’^

EHD. .

VXCF8I ;VASH DC

®IG: A3, SUL-Lay Al? VI
™ A
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0/-

VAS

207PH

URGENT 1^7-59 MS J
TO DOCTOR CODE 

f/n PHILADELPHIA (9-3113)

VIA TELETYPE
JAN 2 7 1969^ 

ENCIPHERED

Mr. Tolson—..— 
Mr. DeLoach— 
Mr. Mohr----------
Mr. Bishop--------  
Mr. Casper— 
Mr. Callahan-----  
Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. Felt-.--------- -
Mr. Gale- .....— 
Mt Rosea............  
Mr. Sullivan.—
Mr. T&vd—■ 
Mr, Trotter- 
Tele. .Room--------  
Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy—

UNSUBS; JAMES BEVEL-VICTIM; POSSIBLE EXTORTION 00: PHILA

REMYTELETYPES JAN, TWENTYTHREE AND TWENTYFOUR SIXTYNINE. ^
PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN RECONTACTED THIS DATE AND ADVISED OF ^ ,

CONTENTS OF TELEGRAM SENT BY MOORE. 1 .

INFORMANT ADVISED THIS PROBABLY REFERS TO A CONVERSATION‘BETWEEN 

REUSES BUTLER, UNITED VETERANS FOR FREEDOM, OLIVER RIDDICK, AkA 

SHEP, AND*BEVEL. INFORMANT JOINED THESE THREE AFTER CONVERSATION 

BEGAN. .

INFORMANT STATED HE HEARD BUTLER SAY TO BEVEL THAT HE, BUTLER, 

WOULD BURN BUILDING AND SHOOT BEVEL IF BEVEL TRIED TO START SCLC

IN PHILA. THE REASON FOR THIS IS BEVEL’S STATEMENT CONCERNING

INNOCENCE OF JAMES EARL RAY.
THlf INFO HAS BEEN FURNISHED CONFIDENTIALLY TO LT.GEROGE FENCL,

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT, PHILA, PD.
END ' ' J

CJD

FBI WASH DC
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WA - 4

937PM URGENT 1/24769 CRR

TO DIRECTOR/AND MEMPHIS

FROM PHILADELPHIA

(PLAINTEXT)

Mr. Tolson------- -
Mr. DeLoach— 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. Bishop..— 
Mr, Casper..------  
Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. Felt—------ 
Mr. Gale—. 
Mr. Rosen—
Mr. Sullivan^—
Mr. Tavel——
Mr. Trotter-------  
Tele. Room--------  
Miss Holmes— 
Miss Gandy-------

UNSUBSJ REV. JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM? POSSIBLE EXTORTION. f

REPHTTS JAN. TWENTYTHREE AND TVENTYFOUR SIXTYNINE.

NEITHER REV. BEVEL NOR CEDRIC MOORE CONTACTED THE PHILA. OFFICE

OF THE FBI7 THIS DATE*

AT FOUR FORTYFIVEPM THIS DATE TELEPHONE CALL VAS MADE TO BEVEL’S 

RESIDENCE. THE PERSON ANSWERING STATED BEVEL AND MOORE WERE 5TILL OUT 

OF TOWN AND DID NOT KNOW WHEN THEY WOULD RETURN.

CAPT. CHARLES CONROY, INTELLIGENCE UNIT, PHPD, ADVISED SIMILAR 

TELEGRAMS WERE SENT TO MAYOR TATE, POLICE COMMISSIONER RIZZO OF PHILA., 

PRESIDENT NIXON AND J. EDGAR HOOVER. PHILA# POLICE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO 

LOCATE OR IDENTIFY CEDRIC MOORE.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED.

END

WA..#JDR

FBI WASKDC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr. Rosen January 23,1969 
1 - Mr. Rosen

C. L. Me Gowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
REVEREND JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM

1 -Mr. Malley 
L-Mr. Me Gowan 
P- Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. Peelman

POSSIBLE EXTORTION

On 1/23/69 at 10:30 P.M., SA Edward Cole, Philadelphia 
Division, called and advised that information had been developed that 
Cedric Moore, complainant re possible extortion, is probably in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Reverend James Bevel may be with him. He indicated that 
they were going to set oct a lead and telepbonically request Memphis to 
locate Moore and handle requested investigation.

On checking with Supervisor Long, SA Cole was advised 
they should proceed with their attempts to locate Moore in Memphis and 
resolve the allegation. He advised a confirmatory teletype will be sent 
to Memphis and Bureau re toil matter.

-A™ft

For information.

JSP:mfd 
(«)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECTION
JAN241969

FBI KEMPHXS

545 PM URGENT 1-24-69 DND

TO DIR^TOR AND PHILADELPHIA 

FROM MEMPHIS <9-150!)

Mr. Toboa—— 
Mr. DeLoach-— 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. Bishop--------  
Mr. Casper--------  
Mr. Callahan—. 
Mr. Conrad.— 
Mr. Felt-----------  
Mr. Gale
Mr. Rosen...... — 
Mr. Sullivan........  
Mr. Tavel........ .. 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room...........  
Miss Holmes.......  
Mis# Gandy

UNSUBS? REV. JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM* POSSIBLE EXTORTION. 00 PHILADELPHIA.

TE,PHILADELPHIA TEL JAN. TWENTY FOUR, INSTANT.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT CEDRIC MOORE AT MEMPHIS HAVE BEEN 

UNSECCESSFUL. PHILADELPHIA SHOULD ADVISE MEMPHIS IN THE EVENT 

THEY ARE CONTACTED AGAIN BY PERSONS KNOWING MOORE'S WHEREABOUTS. 

LOCAL POLICE HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED OF POSSIBLITY THREAT HAS BEEN 

MADE AGAINST BEVEL. P. 

END ,

GMA 

FBI WASH DC
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PLAINTEXT 
pH-Mr. Long 

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC PHILADELPHIA

FROM DIRECTOR FBI

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; REVEREND JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM. 

POSSIBLE EXTORTION.

BUREAU RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO 

IDENTIFIES HIMSELF AS CEDRIC MOORE, ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT 

EDUCATION SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. THE TELEGRAM STATES "I AM 

INFORMING YOU THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS BEING MADE ON REV. JAMES 

BEVEL LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY. ”

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW CEDRIC MOORE TO 

DETERMINE BASIS FOR COMMENT, AND DETERMINE IF A VIOLATION OF 

THE EXTORTION STATUTE EXISTS. INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE 

AUTHORITIES ARE NOTIFIED OF THREAT ON REV. JAMES BEVEL, IF 

SUCH THREAT EXISTS.

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

1 - MEMPHIS

RELierg SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
(4)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NOTE:

Telegram received from an individual who identifies himself as 
Cedric Moore, Assistant non violent education Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Moore states that he is informing us that a serious threat is being 
made on Reverend James Bevel’s life concerning his defense of James Earl Ray. 
It is noted that in a television interview in Philadelphia on 1-19-69, Bevel made 
the statement that he communicated with James EarlRay in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and has offered to defend Ray at no expense.

We are instructing our Philadelphia Office to interview Moore to determine 
basis for comment and also determine whether there is a violation of the Extortion 
Statute.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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•
 mat BUREAU OF UKSIl  ̂

Vl®0ff «f JUSTICE 
WMMUWCM10IK SECTION 

JAN231969

'Mr. Tc!mH—— 
Mr. ‘Dsloadu— 
Mr. ita!ite«-rv ' 
Mr.’ BishojuxiL 
Mr, >Cssj>«—i 
M?. Callahan__► 
Mr. 'Conrad.^ 
lir. WU_____ _ 
Mr. Gale—^—~..
Mr. ‘RosetUm— 
Mr. Sullivssu^ 
Mr. TateL— 
Mr. Trottei—^— 
Tele. RoonLL. 
Miss Hol»e&«« 
Miss (tady^^.

BIA005 936A EST JAN 23 6 9 (30)PC013

P LLJ^77 NL PD PLY .75 PD PHILADELPHIA PENN JAN 22

J XDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI

UASHDC

I AN INFORMING YOU THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS BEING MADE ON REV

JAMES BEVEL .LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY

“ CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA PENN ' •

ORIG: MR. DELOACH FOR DIRECTOR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'■ Bissau of ;®«'f< ■ 
caaw®wy( 

- JANaSTO </> 

vzmaw^W^

.Mr L^lzxsdv 
Mr, M-iiI^.

Mr. OH

BIA00 5 535A EST JAN 23 6 9 (30)PC013

' P LLJ1J7 NL PD DLY .75 PD PHILADELPHIA PENN JAN 22 '

J EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI

f

Mr. Skiin'

yUASHDC .

•I AN INFORMING YOU TEA' A SERIOUS THREAT IS BEING MADE ON REV.

_ JAMES BEVEL',LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JANES EARL RAY 5 -

CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN CRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA'PENN ' • ’ ' . . . ' ' . ’

■ r ‘

L'-lOACK FOB ^iAv.C’xOh

’ r.

1
J

•T

&

5 ?i

1

I

•if
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BIA00 5 936A EST

P LLJ177 NL PD

EVrSAU GF ilrtlSl^noS 
1 nwsmrcf wsrct

JAN 231369

JAN 23 69

DLY «75 PD

%

(30)PC013
PHILADELPHIA pr^H jam 22

•J EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI

Mr.
Mr 
M'. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mt.

-X* »r »

Caspar.

'Mr. Felt.

far. tea^ 
X*. Sufett.

f
UiM .GE<ij..- „

2-

XlASHDC ,

/I AM INFORMING YOU THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS’BEING HADE ON REV. 

JAMES BEVEL ’LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY '

CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA PENN

4

5
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'■ ■ fSWl B'® C? ®«li!l ' 
. ti& ra» w mat

JAN 2 31969

WESSMXWr

Mr C^IauSu 
‘’•r > l"~»w<

■Jr.
^P

Co^d..

Ur, ShIHv

BIA005 536A EST JAN 23 CO (30)PC013

P LUV7 NL PD DLY .75 PD PHILADELPHIA
-J EDG^ HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI :

PENN JAN 22

Mia GrXdy.

/VASHDC , ■ ' . ' -

*I AU INFORMING YOU THAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS*BEING MADE ON REV,

JANES BEVEL 'LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JANES EARL RAY ' . ■ /

CEDRIC NOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN'CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHIU PEN?!

r '

.O^H FOB 'l>I^TOS

? M
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u tm® c? jusnos 
®yHi®^ ACTION

JAN231969 -
)«#««'

Hr.
Mr. 
Mr,

r^Lwch
Jl't'it^

Mr, BU'cy?.
Mr. ‘Casper.
Mr, U#J'<ib;a.

/

Mr,
Ga<t» 
Rojsi

Mr,* Svlliw*

Mt. "Ate-.» 
Tri;i. -Sscrx^L 
Jfe Hefejafc,

BIA005 936A EST JAN 23 6 9 (30>PCO 13

P LLJ1J7 NL PS DLY «75 PD PHILADELPHIA PENN JAN 22

'J EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI

>UASHDC ,

I AN INFORMING YOU TEAT A SERIOUS THREAT is’BEING HADE ON REV.

JANES BEVEL 'LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY . *•

CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN'CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA PENN ‘ ’ - ' . .

J

LOACH K^lHALC'COA

£

■4
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©ay, bureau c? ffliJMiifi 1 , 
00’>®W S£CW 

■ JAN231369 ^?'

Mf M/>'kL—
.Mr, Buh?^/. 
Air. '^^r^__ _

Koj'Ji,

BIAO05 936A EST JAN 23 69 (30)PC013

P LLJ1.77 NL PD BLY .75 PD PHILADELPHIA PENN JAN 22

-J EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR OF THE FBI

* ‘J

M T^Ucr.

M
JASHDC .

•I AU INFORUING YOU TEAT A SERIOUS THREAT IS’’BEING MADE ON REV.

JANES BEVEL LIFE CONCERNING HIS DEFENSE OF JANES EARL RAY . ’ ’

CEDRIC MOORE ASSISTANT NON VIOLENT EDUCATION SOUTHERN'CRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PHILA'PENN

T

OACK FCA'WJCWA

$

£

/
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ENCIPHERE
JAN 2 31969

VIA TELETYPE

VA2 EBI PHILA

U19PM 1-23-G9 URGENT JLK

TO DIR^pTOR AHO MEMPHIS

FROM PHILADELPHIA 9-

Mr. Tclwiu— 
Mr. DiUicluM. 
Mr. Mohr-____  
Mr. Bishop—__ 
Mr. Casper- 
Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad- 
Mr. Felt_______  
Mr. Gale- 
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan— 
Mr. Tavel—. 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy—

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; REVEREND JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM. POSSIBLE EXTORTION.

REgUTEL^ONE TWENTYTHREE SIXTYEIGHT.
B^ERLYj STERNER (PHONETIC) DESCRIBED BY SOURCE AS BEVEL’S WOMAN, 

COSTAOJED At BEVEL’S RESIDENCE TONIGHT. SHE ADVISED CEDRIC MOORE IS 
OUT OFUOU^WITH BEVEL, AND SHE IS "NOT AT LIBERTY TO SAY WHERE HE IS".

STERN^ ADVISED OF TELEGRAM AND STATED SHE KNEW OF NO THREATS 

AGAINST BEVEL AND ASKED IF BEVEL KNEW OF TELEGRAM. SHE WAS ADVISED 

UE KNEW OHLY OF TELEGRAM NOTHING ELSE.

STERNER ADVISED MOORE AND BEVEL WILL CALL PHILA OFFICE AT ONE

THIRTY PM JAN TVENTYFOUR NEXT.

SECOND SOURCE ADVISED TONIGHT HE HEARD RUMOR BEVEL WENT TO

MEMPHIS JAN TVENTYTWO AND IS TO RETURN JAN TWENTYFOUR NEXT.

HO RECORD PHILA INDICES CEDRIC MOORE.

LT. GEORGE FENCL, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT, PHILA PD, ADVISED

OF THREAT. MOORE UNKNOWN TO CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE UNIT.

END

VA...JDR

FBI WASH DC
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FD-36 (Rev. M2-«4)

FBI |
Date: 1/22/69 I

Transmit the following in................. .............—.......... ................. .......... ...-------------------------------- J
(Type plaintext or code) *

Via _AimL| 
(Priority) ।

__________ _____________________________ -___________________._________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-445914)

FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND (IOO-2838O) (RUC)

RE: JAMES LUTHER BEVEL
SM - MISCELLANEOUS

00: Philadelphia

For information of Bureau and receiving offices, 
the following information was developed during investigation of 
VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, Cleveland file 29-1571, Bureau file 
29-50715.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, who is employed by the Jones and 
Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings Road, Cleveland, Ohio, 
was formerly the Assistant Treasurer of the United Steelworkers’ 
Federal Credit Union located at Jones and Laughlin Steel 
Corporation* His wife, SHIRLEY BEVEL, was Treasurer of the 
Credit Union. VICTOR BEVEL embezzled $1,200 from the Credit Union 
in 4/68, which embezzlement was discovered in 8/68. He and his 
wife were subsequently relieved of their positions. This matter 
is still under investigation by Cleveland Division.

* VICTOR BEVEL was reported by fellow employees to have 
entered the Veterans’ Administration Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, 
for a mental illness shortly after the embezzlement but before 
the embezzlement was discovered.

© Bureau (1 - 44-38861) (MURKIN) (RM)
2 - Philadelphia (157-2979) (RM)
2 - Atlanta (1 - 100-5718) (SCLC) (Info) (RM)
2 - Memphis (1 - 44-1987) (MURKIN) (Info) (RM)
3 - Cleveland

(1 - 100-26792) (SCLC)
(1 - 44-565) (MURKIN)

RHJ:ral
(13)

Approved: .................... Sent
Special Agent in Charge

M Per----------------------------
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cv 100-28380

On 1-21-69, K. D. KUTA, Chief, Medical Records 
Library, VA Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, advised that BEVEL was 
admitted to the VA Hospital on 7-1-68, for mixed nuerosis with 
depressive reaction and hysterical disassociative reactions. 
He was treated in the Psychiatric Ward by Dr. JEAN BERGGREN, 
Psychiatry Resident, who has subsequently resigned and is now 
employed at the Hanna Pavilion, Cleveland, Ohio. VICTOR BEVEL 
during treatment stated that on numerous occasions he had 
contemplated suicide by various means. He was discharged from 
the VA Hospital on 10-18-68, and has had follow-up visits on 
10/24 and 31/68.

Mr. KUTA stated that the file revealed that VICTOR 
BEVEL had a brother, Reverend JAMES BEVEL, who was associated 
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

On 1-22-69, Captain WILBUR W. HOHN, Plant Protection 
Officer, Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio, advised as follows:

He stated that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, 
and OTIS CALVIN BEVEL who are all brothers, were employed by 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation. VICTOR and OTIS are still 
employs d.

Captain HONN furnished the following personal data 
from the personnel files regarding the BEVEL brothers:

JAMES LUTHER BEVEL:

Race:
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth: 
Social Security #: 
Military Service:

Negro

Ittabena, Mississippi

Relatives:
Father:
Mother:

References:

U. S. Navy 
Serial Number 
from 9/24/54 - 
Honorable Discharge

DENNIS BEVEL
ILLIE BEVEL, nee Murray/
Mr. FORTE
P. 0. Box 675
Ittabena, Mississippi

2
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Residence:

Prior Residence:

Mrs* DOROTHY BRENSON 
12104 Thornwood 
Cleveland, Ohio 
3216 East 80th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
P. 0. Box 675 
Ittabena, Mississippi

Captain HORN advised that the above infomation was 
contained on JAMES BEVEL’S application dated 8-5-55. JAMES 
BEVEL was hired on 8-9-55, as a porter at the Finishing Division 
Canteen. He was terminated on 10-4-55a for unsatisfactory 
attendance. He was rehired on 9-8-56, and terminated on 
1-19-57, to attend Theological School.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL:

Race:
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Social Security #:
Relatives:

Rather:
Brothers:

Residence:

Wife:

Negro

ackson. Mississippi

DENNIS BEVEL
JAMES BEVEL
CHARLES BEVEL 
3216 East 80th 
Cleveland, Ohio (1951) 
CARLSEN (divorced at time of 
application in 1951)

Captain HORN advised that VICTOR BEVEL was hired on 
3-8-51, and is currently employed as a bricklayer.

OTIS CALVIN BEVEL:

Race:
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Social Security #:

Negro 
Male
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cv 100-28380

Relatives:
Sister:

Sister: ■

Brother:

Mother:

FLOYDZELLA BE 
Date of Birth - 
HELEN BEVEL 
Date of Birth - 
JOHNNY BEVEL 
Date of Birth - 
ILLIS BEVEL

For further information OTIS CALVIN BEVEL, Cleveland 
file number 29-1362, Bureau file 29-45052, was the prior 
Treasurer of the above Credit Union before VICTOR and his 
wife SHIRLEY BEVEL became Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer 
of the Credit Union. OTIS BEVEL was relieved of his 
position as Treasurer in 1/67, when it was discovered that he 
had embezzled approximately §1,800 from the Credit Union, 
OTIS BEVEL was indicted by Federal Grand Jury, NDO, Cleveland, 
Ohio, on 10-30-68, for violation of Title 18, Section 657, 
USC. Prosecution is still pending in this matter. OTIS CALVIN 
BEVEL’S FBI number is 239065F. During the course of this 
investigation, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL was interviewed in 12/67, 
at which time he resided at 3266 East 143rd.

A sister. FLOYDZELLA SMITH, nee Bevel, was also 
interviewed on 4-24-68, at which time she resided at 896 Paxton, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and was employed by Pick *N Pay, 8219 Hough 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio.

The above is being furnished for information only in 
view of the fact that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL has currently claimed 
that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., and it is believed that the above background 
information may be helpful to offices investigating these matters.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION 
nLJJEWjoTTHjraW
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f^4t (Rev. $>22*64)

Transmit the following in .

Vln airtel

TO:

FROM)

A

RE:

F B I

Date: 1/22/69

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-445914)

SAC, CLEVELAND (IOO-2838O) (RUC)

JAMES LUTHER BEVEL 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS

00 Philadelphia

For 
the following

information of Bureau and receiving offices 
information was developed during investigation of

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, Cleveland file 29-1571, Bureau file 
29-50715.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, who is employed by the Jones and 
Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings Road, Cleveland, Ohio, 
was formerly the Assistant Treasurer of the United Steelworkers1 
Federal Credit Union located at Jones and Laughlin Steel 
Corporation. His wife, SHIRLEY BEVEL, was Treasurer of the 
Credit Union. VICTOR BEVEL embezzled $1,200 from the Credit Union 
in 4/68, which embezzlement was discovered in 8/68. He and his 
wife were subsequently relieved of their positions. This matter 
is still under investigation by Cleveland Division.

VICTOR BEVEL was reported by fellow employees to have 
entered the Veterans1 Administration Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio,
for 
the

a mental illness shortly after the embezzlement but before 
embezzlement was discovered.

2 -
2 -
2 -
3 -

Bureau (1 - 44-38861) (MURKIN) (RM) 
Philadelphia (157-2979) RM). ri^ ' ,...........
Atlanta (1 - 100-5718) (SCLCY (info) (RM) 
Memphis (1 - 44-1987) (MURKIN) (Info). (RM) 
Clevelan ‘ n‘

1 - IGO-26792) (SCLC)
1 - 44-565) (MURKIN)

RHJxral 
(13)

^d

Special Agent.in Charge

u?r„O ^ y|pui IS JAN 23 1969

Sent
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On 1-21-69, K. D. KUTA, Chief, Medical Records 
Library, VA Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, advised that BEVEL was 
admitted to the VA Hospital on 7-1-68, for mixed nuerosis with 
depressive reaction and hysterical disassociative reactions. 
He was treated in the Psychiatric Ward by Dr. JEAN BERGGREN, 
Psychiatry Resident, who has subsequently resigned and is now 
employed at the Hanna Pavilion, Cleveland, Ohio. VICTOR BEVEL 
during treatment stated that on numerous occasions he had 
contemplated suicide by various means. He was discharged from 
the VA Hospital on 10-18-68, and has had follow-up visits on 
10/24 and 31/68.

Mr. KUTA stated that the file revealed that VICTOR 
BEVEL had a brother, Reverend JAMES BEVEL, who was associated 
with, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

On 1-22-69, Captain WILBUR W. HONN, Plant Protection 
Officer, Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation, 3341 Jennings 
Road,. Cleveland, Ohio, advised as follows:

He stated that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL, 
and OTIS CALVIN BEVEL who are all brothers, were employed by 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation. VICTOR and OTIS are still 
emploje d. .

Captain HONN furnished the following personal data 
from the personnel files regarding the BEVEL brothers:

JAMES LUTHER BEVEL:

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Social Security #: 
Military Service:

Relatives:
Father: 
Mother:

References:

M

1

I

Negro 
itej-issippi 

U^s^Navy
Serial Number
from 9/24/54 -2/8/55
Honorable Discharge

DENNIS BEVEL
ILLIE BEVEL, nee Murray/ - 
Mr. FORTE -v
P. 0. Box 675
Ittabena, Mississippi

2 -
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Residence:

Prior Residence:

Mrs, DOROTHY BRENSON 
12104 Thornwood 
Cleveland, Ohio 
3216 East 80th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
P. 0. Box 675 
Ittabena, Mississippi

ale

Captain HORN advised that the above information wnn 
contained on JAMES BEVEL’S application dated 8-5-55. JAMES 
BEVEL was hired on 8-9-55, as a porter at the Finishing Division 
Canteen. He was terminated on 10-4-55, for unsatisfactory 
attendance. He was rehired on 9-8-56, and terminated on 
1-19-57, to attend Theological School.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL:

Race: Negro . '
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth: 

, Social Security #:
Relatives:

■ Rather: DENNIS BEVEL
Brothers: JAMES BEVEL

> CHARLES BEVEL
Residence: 3216 East 80th

Cleveland, Ohio (1951)
Wife: CARLEEN (divorced at time of

application in 1951)

Mississippirsra^w

Captain HONN advised that VICTOR BEVEL was hired on 
3-8-51, and is currently employed as a bricklayer.

OTIS CALVIN BEVEL:

NegroRace:
Sex:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Social Security #:

ssissippl
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Relatives: 
Sister:

Sister:

Brother:

* i • Mother:

FLOYDZELLA 
Date of Birth 
HELEN BEVEL 
Date of Birth 
JOHNNY BEVEL 
Date of Birth 
ILLIE BEVEL

• For further information, OTIS CALVIN BEVEL, Cleve T«n4 
file number 29-1362, Bureau file 29-45052, was the prior 
Treasurer of the above Credit Union before VICTOR and M 
wife SHIRLEY BEVEL became Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer

c ., of the Credit Union. OTIS BEVEL was relieved of his 
position as Treasurer in 1/67, when it was discovered that he 

, had embezzled approximately $1,800 from the Credit Union.
OTIS BEVEL was indicted by Federal Grand Jury, NDO, Cleveland, 
Ohio, on 10-30-68, for violation of Title 18, Section 657,. ___  
USC. Prosecution is still pending in this matter. OTIS CALVIN 
BEVEL’S FBI number is 239065F. Luring the course of this 
investigation, VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL was interviewed in 12/67, 
at which time he resided at 3266 East 143rd.

A sister. FLOYDZELLA SMITH, nee Bevel, was also 
interviewed on 4-24-68, at which time she resided at 896 Paxton, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and was employed by Pick ’N Pay, 8219 Hough 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio.

The above is being furnished for information only in 
view of the fact that JAMES LUTHER BEVEL has currently claimed 
that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN ' 
LUTHER KING, JR., and it is believed that the above background 
information may be helpful to offices investigating these matters.

VICTOR LLOYD BEVEL SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION 
IN VIEW OfSTATEMENT THAT HE HAS COKMATO 'SUICIDE.- - - - - - - - - - - -
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TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT .
October 23, 1968

URGENT

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44.1987)

PROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

REBUCAB TO LEGAT MEXICO OCTOBER EIGHTEEN LAST.

THE FOLLOWING VAS RECEIVED FROM LEGAT MEXICO IN RESPONSE TO

. INQUIRY CONCERNING POSSIBLE ARM

MR. PHIL M. CANALE TO VISIT MEXICO FOR PURPOSE OF INTERVIEWING 

WITNESSES:

AMERICAN CITIZENS TRAVELING IN MEXICO AS TOURISTS MAY NOT 

LEGALLY ENGAGE IN BUSINESS OR INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES. THROUGH 

LIAISON WITH MEXICAN MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT, (GOBERNACION), EFFORTS 

HAVE BEEN MADE TO OBTAIN INFORMAL WAIVER OF ABOVE FOR SHELBY 

COUNTY OFFICIALS OR, IN ALTERNATIVE, ARRANGE FOR SOME TYPE OF 

SPECIAL TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION PERMITTING THEM TO ENTER MEXICO FOR

PURPOSES OUTLINED IN RECAB. HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS IN GOBERNACION, 

WHO HAD PREDICTED SUCCESS FORTHESE EFFORTS, ADVISED ON OCTOBER 

TWO TWO INSTANT NO WAIVER OR SPECIAL DOCUMENTATION COULD BE 

OBTAINED INFORMALLY AT THIS TIME.

1 — FOREIGN LIAISON (Cleared through SA Daniel J. Brennan) 

REL: Jos
(4) . X

SEE NOTE PAGE THREE •
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W1WM TO SAC MBMPHIS
RB: MURKIN

DICISION IS LARGBLY BBCAU8B TOP OPPICIAL8 OP THAT AGINCY 

AND OTHBR HIGH GOVBRNMBNT OFFICIALS ABI INCBNS® ABOUT RBCBNTLY 

PUBLICIZE) CA8B WHICH OCCURR® IN BORDKR ARSA ALLBGIDLY INVOLVING 

IMPROPER ACTIVITY ON MKICAN 8ID1 ST AGKNT8 OP U. 8. NARCOTICS 

AND CUSTOMS BURBAUS. BRIRPLY, ONI ALPR1DO RIYI8 PRUNBDA, A MIXICAN, 

WAS 8INTINCID TO SIX ZIRO YEARS BY PIDIRAL COURT AT LARXDO, TOXAS ON 

OCTOBIR ONI BIGHT LAST, ON NARCOTIC CHARGI8. MKICAN PRISS NEXT 

DAY HIGHLIGHT® CHARGI8 BY RXTOS AND ATTORNXYS THAT HI WAS DRUGG® 

AND KIDNAP® AND BROUGHT ACROSS BORDXR TO U. 8. CUSTODY. HIS 

RBLATIVB8 AND LAWYXR HAVI RIPORT®LY PR0TO8TOD TO GOBXRNACION AND 

TO PRISIDINT OP MKICO. GOBXRNACION CONTACTS UNDXRSTAND PBRFBCTLY 

THAT BURBAU WAS NOT INVOLV® IN THIS RIPORT® INCIDBNT BUT 

REACTION 18 STRONG XNOUGH AND BRO® KNOUGH AMONG MKICAN OFFICIALDOM 

TO XNCOMPASS ALL U. 8. INVB8TIGATIVB AGINCIB8, AS IN PAST CA8B8 

WHERE MKICAN 80VBRBIGNTY ALLBGTOLY VIOLATOD.

AS 8BC01U> CHANNBL, TBNNBSSBB AUTBORITIM COULD SUBMIT 

INTIRROGATORY TTPS DOCUMINTS TO DBPARTOXNT OP STATO WITH RIQUBIT 

THAT PRO8PBCTIVB WITNBS8B8 NAMBD IN RBCAB BB LOCAT® AND QUESTION® 

BY VICI - CONSUL OP U. S. CON8ULATI AT GU®ALAJARA, JALISCO, WHO 

SPEAKS VANISH AND IS ACCR®IT® TO MKICAN GOVBRNMBNT.

THIRDLY, 8TATX DVARTMINT COULD BB APPROACH® BY STATO OP 

TONNB88K WITH FORMAL REQUEST THAT SPBCIAL PIRN 188 ION BB REQUEST® 

PROM MKICAN GOVBRNMBNT POR VISIT OF PROSECUTOR’S REPRESENTATIVES 

TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS.

1 .
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TELETYPE TO SAC MBIPHIS 
RE: MURKIN

YOU SHOUW DIPLOMATICALLY ADVISE MR. CANAI3 THAT IN VIEW OF 

THE ABOVE, ARRANGEMENTS CANNOT BE MADE BY THIS BUREAU TO HAVE 

WITNESSES INTERVIEWED PURSUANT TO THEIR REQUEST. MR. CANALE 

SHOULD BE FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN THE EVENT HE DESIRES TO PURSUE 

THIS MATTER FURTHER THAT ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE BY 

MR. CANALE THROW® THE STATE DEPARTMENT AS OUTLINED ABOVE.

NOTE: This is the ease involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County 
Memphis, Tennessee, desires that his representatives proceed to 
Mexico and interview witnesses in this case. He requested Bureau 
assistance in this natter. We directed a cablegram to our legal 
attache in Mexico City listing witnesses desired to be interviewed 
by Mr. Canale and requested our legal attache to advise if 
arrangements can be made for these interviews.

Our legal attache has advised that efforts were made to make 
arrangements for representatives of Mr. Canale to interview witnesses 
in this case on an informal basis with Mexican Government officials 
without success. Our legal attache advises that due to a recent 
incident involving a case of U. S. Narcotics and Customs Bureaus 
with the Mexican Government, the reaction is very high with Mexican 
officials concerning all U.S. investigative agencies. Legat advises 
that interviewing of these witnesses may be affected through 
State Department.

SAC, Memphis being instructed to advise Mr* Canale that 
request to interview witnesses in Mexico with Bureau assistance 
cannot be completed at this time, and if Mr. Canale desires to 
pursue this matter further, he should handle through the State 
Department. This matter coordinated with foreign liaison and they 
feel that if Memphis authorities pursue this matter of Interviewing 
witnesses through the Bureau, this could very possibly Jeopardize 
the Bureau's operations in Mexico in the future. Department 
being advised.
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- ' „ October St 1938
GENERAL INVESHGATI^DIVISION

This is the esse involving the 
■order of Martin Luther King, Jr#

The attached relates to repro- H 
sontativos of Mr, Phil M. Canale, W,l 
State Attorney General, Shelby County,] 
Mesphis, Tennessee, who are inter- J 
viewing witnesses in foreign countries 
The representatives have boon in,^ IB 
Toronto and Montreal, Canada and are s 
presently in London# . „

This natter has boon coordinated B 
Graben Day, foreign Liaison, a 

5# "
with Mr# 
Division

'.Il

md*#
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STATE 04

URGED/ 10*21-68

Mr, Td’t>n <—„, |

Mr. ('”■, r __ * 
.Mr, ( I
Mr, Ci.iiral „ »

r-u '
-Mr.fi
Mr. C^n ^ J 
Mr. S-. M .i:; =
Mr.
'Mr. TrM^r.I 
We. Itwn,.™_ 
Mts I!,.'5,r-j„J>, ■ 
Miss Candy ^,.

■0 DIRECTOR

FROM PARIS EO* 131

HURKIE .

^S«VjfC 2vS®&^ ^^(Cr

R^j^ OCTOBER ONE SIX LAST ABB UY TELEPHONE CALL OCTOBER 

OUE NINE LAST *

FORTRESS AUTHORITIES HAVE KO.OBJECTION TO. INTERVIEU BY 

TENNESSEE OFFICIALS OF PERSONS HALED IN BUCAB AND ARE LINING UP 

INTERVIEWS*

I AU IB CONTACT WITH TENNESSEE OFFICIALS THROUGH LEGAT 

LONDON AUD I PLAN DIPART PARIS OCTOBER TWO.THREE NEXT ONE OUES 

FOUR ZERO AJL FOR LISBON TO ASSIST IN CONTACTS AUD WILL RETURN 

PARIS A41* OCTOBER IVO FIVE NEXT*

RECEIVED: 12J34PU <DR

2025 RELEASE UNDER EO. 14176



STATE 64

URGED? 16-21-68

■0 DIRECTOR

FROH PARIS KO, Hl

tlURKID•

IBV^B OCTOBER ORE SIX LAST ARD DY TELEPHONE CALL OCTOBER 

‘ ORE DIRE LAST♦

PORTUGESE AUTHORITIES HAVE RO.OBJECTION TO.INTERVIEW BY 

TENNESSEE OFFICIALS OF PERSONS BAKED ID BUCAB AND ARE LIMBS UP 
INTERVIEWS. .

I Ah ID CONTACT WITH TENNESSEE OFFICIALS THROUGH LEGAT 

LONDON AND I PLAH DEPART PARIS OCTOBER TWO.THREE HEXT ONE ONES 

FOUR ZERO A.M. FOR LISBON TO ASSIST ID CONTACTS AND WILL RETURN 

PARIS A4U OCTOBER TWO FIVE DEXT.

RECEIVED 8 12S34PH JDR
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Mr. Homa

C. L. McGowan

MURKIN

October 19, 1998

1 * Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1-Mr. McGowan 

®-Mr. long
1 - Mr. Day

Morman Phllcax, Leg#, Paris, called at 5:20 a. m., 10-19-68, 
and advised that the Lagat in London had asked him to forward information 
to Bureau that the Portuguese officials have no objections for Tennessee 
Attorney General representatives to interview witnesses In Lisbon and the 
Portuguese were currently running down witnesses to be interviewed. He 
stated that these individuals should contact the Least in London uoon their 
arrival there.

He advised that he would send a confirming cablegram on Monday, 
10-21-68. He can be reached at home through the military line during 10-19-68.

ACTION: Special Agent R.£. Long advised of the above.

JH:erg
(6)
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MA. Ill) •Osa 41 m. »eo, wo. >r ,.
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT U

Memorandum 1
To Mr. Rosen i 1 I

from : c. L. McGowan ,' ; ।

d , ©.Loach,.—.
' !q T ‘ ( ,' , । ; Moh»

• i1 I ', ' 1 / ' | ., ■ Bishop.——
, I1 9

'* f MV 4»' »J ’1 Col’olKftw**<M

, , fell-----------------

^puPDATE: October 20, 1968 q ■ X___
7 {• q1 > 1 ' Tovel —

i; l'"|; ’'' j ■ . I > T(«t«w—».
' ’ PN' J; 1 - Mr. Rosen „7 , w«.r««--.

' p 1 1 - Mr. Malley ' 1 'wy------ -
1 - Mr. McGowan ।

SUBJECT: MURKIN ^- Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Day
1 - Mr. Neumann

1. Are there any developments in the case which might cause it 
to be continued to a later date?

Nate Ferris, Legat, Mexico City, telephonically advised Special 
Agent (SA) W. A. Kish at 6:00 p. m., 10-19-68, that the Mexican authorities 
who have to be contacted to make arrangements for representatives of 
Tennessee State Attorney General’s Office to interview witnesses in Mexico \ 
will not be available until Monday, 10-21-68. Ferris stated he will contact 
the appropriate authorities on Monday and submit the results by cable.

Moss Innes, Legat, Ontario, telephonically advised SA Kish at 
6:30 p. m., 10-19-68, that the three representatives of the Tennessee State 
Attorney,.General’s Office, namely Robert Dwyer, James Beasley and John 
Carlisle will depart Montreal,Canada, at 6:50 p. m. (Canada Time), 10-19-68 
on Air Canada Flight Number 549, and will arrive London, England, at 
7:30 a.m., 10-20-68 (London Time).

SA Richard Long advised of above at 6:45 p. m., 10-19-68.

Extra-Duty Supervisor Leon Smith, Domestic Intelligence Division, 
at 7:10 p. m., 10-19-68, advised SA Kish that John Minnich, Legat, London, 
will meet the three representatives from the State Attorney General’s Office 
when they arrive in London.

At 5:30 a. m., 10-20-68, SA William D. Neumann, Domestic 
Intelligence Division, advised John Minnich telephoned and related that he 
had met the three representatives from the State Attorney General’s Office. 
Legat Minnich advised Mr. Dwyer would like the following information from 
Memphis:

, CONTINUED - OVER

l‘
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
RE: MURKIN

2. What, if any, developments are there regarding the Hanes 
Contempt of Court case?

In addition to the above, Mr. Dwyer asked that SAC Robert G. 
Jensen tell General Phil M. Canale that the three of them are well and 
progressing on schedule. Have General Canale call Mrs. Beasley and 
tell her that all is going well and that Mr. Dwyer is taking good care of 
Mr. Beasley.

Mr. Dwyer further asked that General Canale call Mr. Dwyer’s 
’’friend” and tell the friend that he is well and that they still plan to return 
Thursday, 10-24-68.

Concerning Items 1 and 2 above, Legat Minnich asked that he be 
called at the Embassy about 8:30 p. m., London Time (3:30 a. m., Washington 
Time).

SAC, Memphis advised that he was unable to get in touch with the , 
State Attorney General; however, to the best of his knowledge, there has r ; 
been no change in the situation with respect to either Items 1 or 2.' , :

' I ’ I 1 * ’ ’ ’ 1 i
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MURKIN*
At approximately 5:00 a.m., 10/20/68, John Minnich, 

Legal Attache, London, called. Call was taken by Extra Duty 
Supervisor William Neumann. Minnich requested following be 
relayed to Division 6, which is handling the Murkin case:

Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Beasley and Mr. Carlisle arrived in 
London this morning (10/19/68). Mr. Dwyer would like 
information from Memphis as follows:

(1) Any developments in the case which might cause 
it to be continued to a later date.

(2) What, if any, developments are there in the 
Hanes contempt case.

(3) SAC Jensen in Memphis is to tell State Attorney 
General Canale that they are all well and progressing 
on schedule.

(4) SAC Jensen is to ask Attorney General Canale 
to call Mrs. Beasley to relay to her that Mr.
Dwyer is ’’taking good care of” Beasley.

(5) Attorney General Canale is to be requested to call 
”Mr. Dwyer’s friend’’ to inform the friend that he 
(Dwyer) is well and that they plan to return on 
Thursday, 10/24/68.

Legal Attache Minnich requested he be called at the 
Embassy at about 8:30 a.m. London time. (This will require 
call being placed from Washington at 3:30 a.m., Monday, 
10/21/680

At 3:20 p.m. 10/20/68 Supervisor Henry Schutz, 
Division 6, telephonically advised Extra Duty Supervisor 
A. H. Solomon that the following information is to be relayed 
to London in response to Minnich's request:

SAC Jensen in Memphis has been unable to contact 
State Attorney General Canale and as far as Jensen is aware, 
there have been no developments bearing on questions (1) and 
(2) above.

Supervisor Schutz also requested that Minnich be 
asked to diplomatically inform Mr. Dwyer, Beasley and Carlisle 
that in matters such as thoseunder (3) and (4) above better 
results might be obtained by direct contact with Memphis on 
the part of the men now in London.
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FBI WASH DC I D> |jj

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
• U.S.DEPARTMEXT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATION SECTION
6 OCT 1'81968 £/^

1

FBI-BUFFALO

530PM URGENT 10/18/68 DAT 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
F^M BUFFALO (44-374?

Mr. T<?t:„™~. , 
'Mr. I - m ^ch i 
Mt< MphT—n.^^**. ; 
Mr. 5;sb? ’
Mr. CasperJ 
Mr, Callahan.—„ : 
Mr. Corirad-,.—».
Mr, .Felt ( 
Mr. Gate . ;
Mr. Rosen...^^- ■ 
Ml’, in . an.,. — j 
Mr. Tavel...— 
Mr. Trotter——^ 
Tete. Roouv^mm. 
Miss Holmes—^.
MxsS Gandy—

WIN.

RE BUREAU CABLEGRAM LEGAT, OTTAWA, OCTOBER SIXTEEN LAST*

INSPECTOR C^RL DOEY, RCMP TORONTO, ADVISED THREE TENNESSEE 

STATE ATTORNEY.GENERAL REPRESENTATIVES HAVE RESERVATIONS TO DE- 

PART TORONTO ABOARD FLIGHT EIGHT SEVEN FOUR AIR CANADA SEVEN 

THIRTY PM OCTOBER EIGHTEEN INSTANT, TO ARRIVE MONTREAL EIGHT 

FORTYFIVE PM SAME DATE. RCMP TORONTO HAS MADE HOTEL RESERVATIONS E
MONTREAL FOR THEM. LEGAT, OTTAWA, HAS BEEN ADVISED BY BUFFALO.

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

END

MX A

FBI WASH DC
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OCTOBER 18, 1968
CODE

CABLEGRAM

TO LEGAT MEXICO CITY

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL, PHIL M. CANALE, JR*, SHELBY COUNTY, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHO IS HANDLING STATE PROSECUTION OF 

JAMES EARL RAY FEELS XT IS NECESSARY THAT HIS REPRESENTATIVES 

ROBERT DWYER, JAMES BEASLEY AND JOHN CARLISLE INTERVIEW 

WITNESSES IN MEXICO. CANALE*S REPRESENTATIVES ARE PRESENTLY 
TRAVELING TO TORONTO, MONTREAL, LONDON ^D LISBON INTERVIEWING 

WITNESSES ;<AND EARLIEST THAT THEY WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR 

TRAVEL TO MEXICO WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY OCTOBER TWENTY-EIGHT 

NEXT. CANALE OF OPINION THAT INTERVIEWS ARE PERTINENT TO 

CASE AND HE IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING INFORMATION 

WHICH DISCLOSED THAT SUBJECT RAY HAD ON AT LEAST ONE OCCASION 

WHILE IN MEXICO SHOWED STRONG ANTI-NEGRQ SENTIMENTS.

1 - MEMPHIS (BY AIRMAIL)

1 - FOREIGN LIAISON (Cleared through SA Graham Day) 

REL;sds (5) SEE NOTE PAGE 4
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CABLEGRAM TO LEGAT MEXICO CITY
RE# MURKIN

STATE TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER TWELVE NEXT AT MEMPHIS 

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF CANALE WOULD LIKE TO INTERVIEW THE 

FOLLOWING WITNESSES IN MEXICO#

EDUQRDO MARROQUI, OWNER HOTEL RIO, MARVELOS EIGHT SIX, 

PUERTO VALLARTA, JALISCO* GAIT GUEST IN HOTEL FROM OCTOBER 

NINETEEN THROUGH NOVEMBER FIVE, SIXTYSEVEN. «

ROBERTO WONG, CLERK, HOTEL RIO, FURNISHED REGISTRATION 

CARD ON GALT AND IDENTIFIED PHOTO.

LUIS GARCIA, BARTENDER HOTEL OLEANA AT PUERTO VALLARTA, 

JALISCO, MEXICO. PAL OF GALT, DESCRIBED CAR AND IDENTIFIED 

PHOTO OF RAY MAY NINE.

ROMIMIR BISCARA, BARTENDER CASA SUSANA, NEGOTIATED WITH 

GALT FOR CAR AND ACCOMPANIED GALT AND IRMA TO BEACH.

ELENO GUZMAN GARCIA, BOCO IE MISMALOYA, ON MAY THREE 

IDENTIFIED RAY AS COMING TO HIS BEACH CASE WITH IRMA AND 

BARTENDER.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CABLEGRAM TO LEGAT MEXICO CITY
RE* MURKIN

ELISA ARELLANO TORRES, APENINOS ONE SEVEN SIX FOUR, 

COLONIA INDEPENDENCIO, GUADALAJARA, JALISCO, MEXICO. 

PROSTITUTE WHO ASSOCIATED WITH GALT (NOVEMBER SIXTYSEVEN, 

DESCRIBES CAR AND IDENTIFIED PHOTO ON JUNE SIX.

MANUELA AGUIRRE MEDRANO, AKA. IRMA MORALES, ATOTONILCA 

JALISCO, MEXICO, PROSTITUTE WHO SPENT TIME WITH GALT, 

DIDN’T SMOKE COULDN’T DANCE, PROVIDED SOURCE WITH PHOTO.

LEPOLDO CISNEROS, ASST. MGR., DAIRY QUEEN SHOP, MAIN 

PLAZA PUERTO VALLART A. JALISCO, MEXICO. ON APRIL 

TWENTYFOUR RECOGNIZED PHOTO OF RAY AS SUBJECT WHO 

CAME IN DAILY FOR THREE OR FOUR WEEKS TO GET HAMBURGER 

AND PEPSI, DROVE WHITE MUSTANG.

LEGAT MEXICO SHOULD IMMEDIATELY SUBCAB IF ARRANGEMENTS 

CAN BE MADE WITH MEXICAN AUTHORITIES TO HAVE THE ABOVE 

WITNESSES INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF MR. CANALE.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT TO MEMPHIS.
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NOTE:

This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King* Jr.

Memphis advises that Mr* Phil M. Canale Jr., 
Shelby County* Memphis Tennessee* who is handling the 
state prosecution of wanes Earl Ray feels it is necessary 
for his representatives to travel to Mexico to interview 
witnesses* The earliest that would be available for travel 
to Mexico would be approximately October 28, 1968, due to 
the representatives presently traveling in Toronto* Montreal* 
and Lisbon interviewing witnesses* Mr* Canale is particularly 
interested in developing information which disclosed that 
Ray had on one occasion while in Mexico showed strong anti-Negro 
sentiments* Mr* Canale has listed witnesses in Mexico 
that he desires to be .interviewed and Legat Mexico City 
is being requested to ^mediately advise if arrangements 
can be made to have these witnesses interviewed through 
Mexican authorities* Arter response by Legat .Mexico, Mr* 
Canale will be advised accordingly.
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CODE

CABLEGRAM

TO LEGAT PARIS

FROM DIRECTOR FBI

MURKIN.

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL, PHIL M. CANALE, JR., SHELBY COUNTY, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHO IS HANDLING THE STATE PROSECUTION OF 

JAMES EARL RAY FEELS IT IS NECESSARY THAT BIS REPRESENTATIVES 

ROBERT DWYER, JAMES BEASLEY AND JOHN CARLISLE TO INTERVIEW 

WITNESSES IN TORONTO, MONTREAL, LONDON AND LISBON IN THIS 

ORDER. CANALE OF OPINION THAT INTERVIEWS ARE PERTINENT TO 

CASE AS THEY CLEARLY INDICATE FUGITIVE AND FLIGHT STATUS OF 

SUBJECT AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF KING. TRIAL IS SCHEDULED FOR 

NOVEMBER TWELVE NEXT AND CANALE MOST DESIROUS FOR EXPEDITIOUS 

HANDLING.

THE FOLLOWING WITNESSES IN LISBON, PORTUGAL:

ANTONIO ROCHA FAMA, PASSPORT INSPECTOR, LISBON AIRPORT; 

AUBRY L. MORANIZ, CANADIAN EMBASSY, LISBON; MANUELA TEIXEIRA 

LOPES, CANADIAN EMBASSY, LISBON; GENTIL LUIS SOARES, HOTEL 

1- MEMPHIS

I - FOREIGN LIAISON (Cleared through SA Graham Day)

REL:rpr (5) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE
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CABLEGRAM TO LEGAT PARIS
RE: MURKIN

PORTUGAL, FOUR RUA JOAO DAS REGRAS, LISBON; GLORAI SA USA

RIBEIRO, LISBON

LEGAT PARIS SHOULD IMMEDIATELY SUCAB IF ARRANGEMENTS 

CAN BE MADE WITH LISBON AUTHORITIES TO HAVE THE ABOVE 

WITNESSES INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF MR. CANALE.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT TO MEMPHIS.
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NOTE:

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr

Memphis advises that Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee, who is handling the state prosecution of James Earl 
Ray feels it is necessary for his representatives to travel to Toronto, 
Canada, Montreal, Canada, London, England, and Lisbon, Portugal, to 
interview witnesses. They desire to depart as soon as possible and it is 
their opinion that the interviews are pertinent to case as they clearly 
indicate fugitive and flight status of subject after the as sissination of King. 
Mr. Canale has listed witnesses in each place that he desires to be 
interviewed and SAC in Buffalo, Legats in Ottawa, London and Paris are 
being requested to immediately submit response i&such arrangements can 
be made to have witnesses interviewed. After response by these respected 
offices, we will advise Mr. Canale accordingly.

-3 -
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OCTOBER 15, 1968

URGENT

1/ Mr. Long

1 * 3

CODE

CABLEGRAM

TO LEGAT LONDON 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI.(<<-38861)

MURKIN.

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL, PHIL M. CANALE, JR., SHELBY COUNTY, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHO IS HANDLING THE STATE PROSECUTION OF 

JAMES EARL RAY FEELS IT IS NECESSARY THAT HIS REPRESENTATIVES 

ROBERT DWYER, JAMES BEASLEY AND JOHN CARLISLE TO INTERVIEW 

WITNESSES IN TORONTO, MONTREAL, LONDON AND LISBON IN THIS 

ORDER. CANALE OF OPINION THAT INTERVIEWS ARE PERTINENT TO 

CASE AS THEY CLEARLY INDICATE FUGITIVE AND FLIGHT STATUS OF 

SUBJECT AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF KING. TRIAL IS SCHEDULED FOR 

NOVEMBER TWELVE NEXT AND CANALE MOST DESIROUS FOR EXPEDITIOUS 

HANDLING.

THE FOLLOWING WITNESSES IN LONDON:

DET. CHIEF INSPECTOR KENNETH THOMPSON, SCOTLAND YARD; 

DETECTIVE S. PHILLIP BIRCH, SCOTLAND YARD; DETECTIVE CHIEF 

SUPT. P. BUTLER, SCOTLAND YARD; CHIEF INSPECTOR ARTHUR BRINE,

1 - MEMPHIS

1 - FOREIGN LIAISON (Cleared through SA Graham Day) 

REL:rpr (5) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE
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CABLEGRAM TO LEGAT LONDON 
RE: MURKIN

SCOTLAND YARD; DETECTIVE SGT. PETER ELUOTT, SCOTLAND YARD; 

MISS MONICA BAKER, SEVEN WINSLOW WAY, WALTON-ON-THE-THAMES; 

CONSTABLE WHITHAM, SCOTLAND YARD; MRS. DORIS CATHERINE 

WESTWOOD, TWO FIVE RITZROY SQUARE, W. ONE; EIGHTEEN ONE- 

THIRD CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON, S. W. FIVE; MRS. JANET ELIZABETH

NASSAU, FLAT NINE, TWENTY NINE EARL’S COURT SQUARE, S. W. FIVE,

THIRTY SIX PENTWEIN ROAD; MRS. ANNA ELIZABETH THOMAS, ONE

TWO SIX WARWICK WAY, LONDON, S.W. ONE; IAN CALVAN, FIFTY ONE

CADOGAN PLACE, S.W. ONE; KENNETH LEONARD HUMAN, LONDON 

AIRPORT, HEATHROW TERMINAL TWO.

LEGAT LONDON

MADE WITH NEW SCOTLAND YARD TO HAVE THE ABOVE WITNESSES

INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF MR. CANALE.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT TO MEMPHIS.
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