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Mr. DeLoach April 26, 1968

A. Rogent ' ’ 1 - ¥r. Rosen
1 ~ Mr, Malley
. - Mtp wGOWNI
MURKIN : Mr, MeDonough

- Mr. Bishop

‘ This is the case involviag the murder of Martia Luther
King, Jr.

With respect to the Ansocisied Preas article appearing
ia the "Washington Star, ' 4/22/68, it is noted that this ia the same
mmumw;mchumrmkc.m Direetor
of Fire and Police, Memphis, metommmumz/u.

Mr. Holloman advised that the statements attributed by
implicstion 1o a ranking Memphis Police Officer have been
categorically denfed by Assistant Chief Bill Price, Our relationship
ﬂththmmwn Police and with Mr, mmmmmm
MhmmmmmuMm

‘e Directer wrote to Mr. Holloma wader date &4/25/08
expressing appreciation for this excellent coopersaticn.

ACTION:
| | his 18 for yeur information.

('l) i
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¥r. Conrad : : -April Z6, 1968
¥. D, Criftith

MURZIN

The laboratory has received from Secret Service,
through Liaison, an snonymous handeritten letter which was.
addressed To The President of The United States |
Mr, L, B, Johnson, Washington, D.C." This letter was

ed April 4, 1968, at Savannah, Tennessee. In addi.
ion to generally castigating Reverena Martin Luther Xing,
the anonymous writer states "someone will kill this man

- soon whon everyone gets enough and X say the sooner the

betteri™

’ The writings im this letter were compared with
the writings submitiod in the * NURKIN" case and found to
be not identical. The letter and onvelope were alsp searched
in the Anonymous Letter File but could not be fdentified with
any prior submissions to this file, ‘ }

The above mewtioued snonymous letter hag been
!amrd:g to the Lateut Fingerprint Section for appropriate
oxamination, ’

Recommendation: Xone. Yer information.

Mz, Deloach
A "r«- Rosen (Mr, long 2380)

3 = Mr. Gritfith
1 « Mr. Mortimer
1~ Lab Fle

JHM ;AW €9)

l‘p \ - -
:}LJ S:’ _{? £J r.‘;' ] j“}

v -
T :

&t I t:‘ !”
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#r. Conrad

W. D, Griffith

MURKIN
‘CR

The Laboratory has received a copy of an anonymous
typewritten communication which was forwarded to the Bureau
by Inez Robb, United Feature Syndicate, Inc., New York. City.
This anonymous letter is dated April 3, 1968, postmarked at
Ft. Pierce, Florida, and the writer suggests that "someone
should pop him (Martin Luther Xing) off."

The typewritten impressions appearing on this
anonymous letter were compared with those appearing on
specimens submitted in the "MURKIN" case and found to be
not identical. This letter was also searched in the
Anonymous Letter File, but could not be identified with any
items which have been included in this file.

RECOMMENDATION: None. TFor information.
4438861
1 - Mr. Mohr

1 - Mr. Deloach =
P~ Mr, Rosen (Mr. Long -~ 2260)

3

{

1l - Mr. Conrad '
1~ Mr. Griffith

1 - Mr, Mortimer

1 - Lab File '

JHM/eks (8)
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Mr. Bishop 4-24-68

D. C. Morrell

INEZ ROBB

UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE, INC.
220 EAST 42ND STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

By letter dated April 21st, Robb enclosed an anonymous
communication she had received dated April 3rd postmarked at Fort
Plerce, Florida, wherein the writer suggested, 'someone should pop
him (Martin Luther King) off."

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

Bufiles show no prior correspondence with Robb. Memo
from M. A. Jones to Mr. DeLoach 5-19-65, pointed out that an article
by Robb concerning the murder of Mrs. Viola G. Liuzzo, white civil
rights worker from Detroit, Michigan, stated that the FBI owes the
Nation an explanation of its action in this case. Regarding Inez Robb,
the Director commented that "Back in the 303 or 408 she vilified the
FBI and me personally when I was in Miami Beach & even picketed my
cottage there.”" The Director disapproved the recommendation in this
same memo that Robb be contacted to set her straight regarding our
responsaibilities in the Liuzzo murder case.

RECOMMENDATION:

In view of the foregoing it is recommended that her letter
not be acknowledged.

1
Pt

" ’1 - Mr. DeLoach

1 <"Mr, Bishop - Enclosures (2)
Mr. Rosen -~ Enclosures (2) AT
Hed oY A LML)

WMG:jed
(5) ek

R I"!
(4
TN R
N
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INEZ ROBS

’Nonetheless,

UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE

INCORPORATED
220 EASY «2'? STREEY
NEW YORK

April 21, 1968

Mr. J.'Eﬁgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Hoover:

I am enclosing a letter which, as you see,
carries the suggestion that "someone should
pop him off"
King. '

4
Mr, On
My, ’gach ;’.__ j
Mr. Monr,,, 4
Mr. th:'b:z

Mr, (o115 20 SN
My Crullabhan,e.

i Conrad P

Mro Pelt o |

i Gale . et
Mr. Rosen ...

Mr. Suollivan.z,
Mr. Tavel o
Mr. Trotter,,..
Teio, ROOM e _
Mics Houlres...o
Miss Gandyee
Mm

e e et ettt e e

in reference to Dr. Martin Luther

The person who wrote this probably has no more

to do with the assassination than you or I.

I am sending this to the Federal

Bureau of Investigation for that agency to make

of this communication what it can.

Sincerely,

, ' ,//////’//’A*-

Inez Robb
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ve are sick and ‘tired of reaaing.about this{wons

fo place having a dama good iime .She lovesﬁéhe inelight and will do mast anythin?«

Year Mrs Robb.

to get into the papers and news . god

president then the country will bve run by the; whole family we are +tired of the *
v

It was refreshing to read{your

)l‘d.

....1"

coloumn about jackie kenneday

n 211 she does is go from place

fozﬁid that bod kenneday gets to be the

mole lot of them . her brother is alL«%éﬁking apout the poor but he does nothing.

about Yhem they have millions ?why dont %h y ouild a home for orhans or.dolsoae%

sonething worth while . and why does he n

ne looks fike

a

. . ] . ? .
wowan with the way ne‘lets-it

}

i

naxe & freak out of nimself 'with his haix

row. I

Think nz%on vill nake a g

;o0d president . he would put these colorea Ideople in there place .the woite folk

iwe tired of being pushed around by %ﬁafmarth i

3 '

[~

D Y e

g vRmEREA 2 % o

ng. someone shoald Yop hin off ,

I s G that

haii s RSP

he,s & coward he rTuns vhen theres qhootgzv .The men and woman in this country

oday ﬂave enoueh Yrolexns with a war voxﬁg m and the oegh vrice of living . '

ithout these black demons causing all 4

we may as

well

‘etting away with it .if they let then feﬂ—ian v

give up .,

i
§

ith sir

colonny
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e trouvde in our citys and %owns and ge
ufl like that,in washington

Y a regu lar readere of your

3
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Mr. Bishop - - 4-26-88

M, A, Jones

PROPOSED SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT - 4
REGARDING JAMES EARL RAY e

ABC-TV SERIES , o

SUNDAY, 4-28-68

‘ ‘ As you mrawé, with the Director's approval,
a 25-second spot announcement regarding James Earl Ray was
made by Phillp Abbott at the coaclusion of "The FRI" television

'series last Sunday evening,

' Tom deProlo, J. Walter Thompson Advertising
Agency representative for the Ford Motor Company assigned to
our television series, has contacted SA Richard G. Douce to
determine the Bureau's reaction to the possibility of repeating
this announcement following the presentation of the television
merles next Sunday, 4-38-68. }

dePaolo has indicated that if the Buresu approves

‘this proposal, he is certain that the Ford Motor Company would

be delighied to provide the time for it as a publlc service. '
RECOMMENDATION: - -

"The Biréctor Toay wish to approve the aanouncement
on James Earl Ray made by Philip Abbott at the concluslon of our
.ze-lzeﬂ;gm series ca Sunday, 4~21-68, be repested next Sunday,

8"_ * B .

.‘\ &(’ )a
R i) ‘3 SR ' “ai’!
YUY o 3L,

!'»?
”~ VoFag iy
{3{',1,;“»', .';’“‘

v 3
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L -media.

S 'ﬁraﬂously iurmshed. L

" 1~ M, Stephen 3. Pollak”;

am-n zs, xesa
. 1rector, I-’BI :-_ R Mr. Longwan

'J. .

»ﬁg'ﬁmméﬁ gm IR

Reiereme is made to my memurandnm dated ;'sprll 30,

o .1968, setting forth pertinent détails relative to information iumishe& |

-, by Mr, John NeFerren regarding his suspicions that circumstances
“which odeurred at the LL and L Produce Company in Memphis, -
Tennessee, on April-4, 1963, mlght bhe rehmi to the killing of

. Martin Luther Elog, Jr.;

n T Ag you were prev!cmly admed, the ownem of the LL and L
Produce Company dented iznving any connection with the killing and =

' &r, Frank Camillo Xiberto, one of the owners, advised that he !md -

. relatives in New Orlesns and diséusseé large suss of. mmey when

' makim produee purchases aver the telapixone. R :

ﬁther members os the Liberto tamﬂy 10 ‘%‘ew @rlem

... have beex interviewed and they have advised that they tave no:

knowledge of the kﬂlim beyané aecomxbs nmaring in lmal news

- mmam&aoﬂhe!ntemmmnupnﬂeébym. McFerren S
- and the fnformation developed through our iuquirles, it is not telt mrﬂm'

. - mqulrias along these unes are mrmted.

Returned berewlth s the copy of the '!fmm" report e

oo Encloaum S

- '1 The Z?eputy momay Genem

- l.-. -. ot

,ﬁssistant Attorney General

v ,.-.EJMvea (9) o o SEE N_ofm PAGETWO : . ..
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iy 1 - Mr. Martindale .
ﬁasascmmrmp m'rmi.mm mm.m ,1. M. Mc.por_nqug_h‘ )



e

- ~ . The Attorney General's offlce furnished a copy of a "Time"
report of information from John McFerren, Negro from Somerville,

" Tennessee, - The Attorney General was previously furnished substantial.

. information developed indicatmg there is no basis for McFerren's SO
information, The "Time" report is being returned to the Attorney General

: with additiona.l information developed in connection with McFerren's story.

]
T
Lot
—
. ~, -
' .
et .
T
- -
.
H
|
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Sr. Defomch "'j":',.:;:.._.._':'.-'-.lAPrnM. 1968 -

0 Y sl Benoach

Be MEix';;_ | ._:__-'.‘.-;:;_ "jj‘- :'::_" . " -1 = Mr, Rosen -

1= Mp, Malley

CMUERIN LS e LeGowan

; *1 aﬁr. Long
AR | 1 - Mr. Bishop o

Thisthemeeomemmgthemderaf Marunnutmm Jrr B
Information was received ihat John' M:Fermn, a Negro of -

- Eomervme, Tennessee, had reported to "Time" magazine informaﬂon‘

R ‘concerning an individual possibly fnvolved in the assassination of

- biartin Luther King, Jr. “XcFerrven allegédly overheard one eénd of a

telephone conversation while at a produce market in Memphis on MG/GB. _' 3

-+ - According to the report MeFerren overheard the individual state “Shoot

*" the 8.0. B, on the kalcony. - Don't woezy about the mosey, - Your brather | .

: wﬂl gét it in Rew Orleans, "f

Meﬁ‘men has pnmclpated in civn rlghts actmaes m and .

-aronnd- Somerville, Tennessee, -for 2 number of years, "He has previenslﬁ*'
- reported many incidents toeni Biemphis Ciiice, meny of which were =

", . found to e without any substance in fact. * McFerren was intepviewed by

| ' Bureau Agents on 4/8/'68 and 4/18/68 and he furnished information

essentially along the lines of the above. Although there does not appear.

o to be any substance to. Mcl-‘erren's mxornmmn. we are tompletely

ﬁ '__..Ac'rz@n- B

Attached for the Atmrney General. .the Bepny ﬁattomey Gensral,,-',

- and the Civil Rights Divislon ie 2 mémorandam setting iorth dete!ls of

; the mrormauen receivad fram Mel?erren.

. Enclosure. - .

. BIMivea
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#?"/  The Attorney Gemeral - e en Aoril 20, 1968
REC 27, - : B
/ g ’MM‘-” - JPPRE
. Director; FBI ' e ‘
?_\f\'\‘gsl , l\-\ S i ’ /

HURDER OF MARTIR LUTHER XING, JR.

Infornmation was received that John lcFerren, a°
Kegro of Somerville, Tennessee, had reported to "Tine"
nagazine information concerning an individual possibly
involved in the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Mr. HcFerren allegedly overheard one end of a telcphone
conversation while at a produce nmarket in Memphis on
April 4, 1968, According to the report, Mr. McFerren
overheard the individual state, *Shoot the S.0.B. on the

- = -  balcony. -Don’t worry about the noney. Your brother will

S

i

-
PRI Wt s

get it in New Orleans." Mr, McFerren allegedly was
contacted on April 18, 1968, by a white ran formerly of

-—Somerville who now resides in Louisiana. It was indicated
that as a result of this visit lMr. McFerrcn feared for his
own saiety.

On April 8,. 1968, Mr. McFerrcn advised Agents of
this Bureau that he had picked up supplies for his grocery
store at the LL and I. Produce Conpany, Memphis, Tennessee,
on April 4, 1968. At that tine he overheard a heavyset
white male talking on the telcphone say, "Kill the S.0.B.
on the balcony and get the job done. You will get your
$5,000." 1iir, lcFerren stated another white nale with a ,
scar on his right cheek cane by at this time and told hin
to go on to the back of the produco company and help
hinself.

After completing his business Mr. McFerren heard

... the telephone ring again as he was passing the office and

;the man with the scar answered the telephone. He then

thanded the telephone to the heavyset nan. Mr. McFerren

‘heard this man say, "Don't come out here. Go to New Orleans
~and get your noney. You know my brother.*

} Mr. McFerren attached no significance to these
renarks at the time. Vhen he arrived home at Somerville,

{ Tennessee, at approximately 6:15 p.m., April 4, 1968, he .

- Note: See memo Rosen to DeLoach captioned MURKIN, 4/20/68,
CLM:wjc jEJM:vea. :
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was advised by a neighbor that Martin Luther King, Jr., )
had been shot,: Mr. McFerren advised that the following day
ho observed a sketch of the assassin in a newspaper. The
artist's conception together with a description as read to
'hin by his wife immediately made hin think of an -individual
who had been employed at the LL and 1. Produce Conpany sone~
time in the late fall or early winter last year. He believed
this man to be identical with the sketch of the unknown
individual who shot Martin Luther King, Jr. He described
this individual as five feet nine inches tall, weighing 140
pounds, white male, slender build and approxinately twenty~
five yecars of age. b

- _Mr. McFerren vas reinterviewed by Memphis Agents
on April 18, 1968. Mr. McFerren stated he vasg suspicious
because an individual he knows fron Somerville, Tennessee,
presently residing in Loudsiana, visited his residence on

- the'yorning of April 18771968, and asked questions regarding

his tn‘vel. Mr. lMcFerren identified this individual as
Robertgggggxs who cane to McFerren's residence with his wife

ariving ax196§:1967 late nmodel beige Cadillac. Mr. McFerren

advised he' was not threatened by this individual and the
only reason he suspects Powers of being strange is that
McFerren states it is not common for a white man to shake
a2 Negro's hand in that particular environment.

Mr. licFerrcn was shown six randon photographs,
one of which included the 1968 photograph of Eric Galt, and
he definitely elininated Galt as the individual he saw at
the LL and L Produce Company and who he felt was identical
with the sketch he saw in the newspaper. IMr. McFerren
picked three pbotographs of individuals who are all under
twenty~five years of age and do not resemble Galt at all,
One individual in the photograph is known to be in prison
a8t this time and the other two are not, known to have been
in the lenphis area at any‘tlme. ‘éﬁé

Investigation disclosed”that individuals referred
to by My. McFerren were Frank CanmillajLiberto and James__ -
Willian[Latch, President and Vice=Président respectively

'~

——of LL'and"L Produce Conmpany., These individuals have been

>~

nd~exphatically deny ever discussing with

/;) .bwv/ : ,‘(J;-.) /-—LAA a
/ 7 =D -
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anyone the possibility of shooting Reverend Dr. King or
having any knowledge of the subject responsible for his
death. They stated that they may have nade derogatory
renarks about the actions of Martin Luther King, Jr.,

in ‘Memphis and that the fact that he had been responsible
for a loss of revenue by business establishments in the
Menmphisg area. They advised that such disparaging state-
nents had been part of general conversation arong workers
in and around the produce company and other individuals
residin« in the Memphis area.

Fach of the individuals denicd receiving any
telcphone call wherein mention was made of Martin Luther
King or the shooting of Martin Luther King., They stated
they did not have any knowledge concerning the shooting of
-Martin Luther King, Jr., while at work at the produce
conpany on April 4, 1968, Mr, Liberto advised he
frequently nakes trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, for

—produce. He stated it is common knowledge anong enployees
.and customers of his produce company that members of his
fanily reside in New Orleans and he frequently nmentions
~trips to New Orleans. He stated that most of the produce
is purchased through telephone conversations and this
Anvolves talking about large sums of money over the
telephone., Mr. Liberto stated he always enploys Negro
nales as helpers in the produce department and had not had
in his enmploynment at the produce company any individual
fitting the description of the unknown individual previously
described by Mr. McFerren. In this connection, Mr., lcFerren
was not identified at any time to Mr. Liberto as being the
source of the information. .

Mr. Liberto's brothexr in Mcew Orleans is being

intervicwed for any information he may have concerning
thia matter.

1 ~ The Deputy Attorney General

1 = Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

=
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FROM A SOURCE WHO WANTS US TO BEND EVERY EFFORT TO ~
PROTECT HIS IDENTITY WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING LEADS IN THE
ASSASSIUATION OF DR. KINGS .

1o ERIC STARVE GALT (OR WHATEVER HIS REAL NAME IS)

IS SALLOW=SKINNED, HAS °®*JUNGLE ROT®® OR SOME KIND OF
SCARS OR POCK MARKS ON HIS NECK AND, MORE IMPORTANILY, WAS
IN MEMPHIS LAST FALL: HE WORKED AT A PRODUCE COMPANY THERE,

2, THE PRODUCE COMPANY SEEMS TO BE A BASE FROM WHICH
THE CONSPIRACY PLOT WAS HATCHED OR CARRIED OUT OR BOTH.

3. KING WAS KILLED FOR DLRS5,000 BY A PROFESSIONAL
HOODLUM,

4. THE PAYOFF «- OR AT LEAST THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR IT -~ WAS ARRANGED IN MEMPHIS,

5. KING'S DEATH WAS PART OF A COHSPIRACY INVOLVIhG AT
LEAST THREE MEN (THE KILLER, HIS MEMPHIS CONTACT AND A ,
**BROTHER®® WHO MADE THE PAYOFF IN NEW ORLEANS) AND POSSIBLY 4
SEVERAL OTHERS . : t\

6, TACTICAL HEADQUARTERS FOR THE PLOT SEEMS TO BE -
HMPHIS, THE ORIGINAL PLANNING MAY HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT &
“|SEWHERE,

x 7 THERE IS AN UNINVOLVED WITHESS TO PART OF THE
'ONSPIRACY, WHO OVERHEARD THE ORDER TO KILL AND OVERHEARD
FINAL PAYOFF ARRANGEMENTS.

D ©

8. THIS IS CONJECTURE, BUT IT SEEMNS PROBABLE THAT €
PIGREGATIONISTS INITIATED THE PLOT AND ASSIGNED THE r
SASSINATION TO PROFESSIONAL HOODLUMS TO CARRY OUT,. &

9. THERE IS STRONG INDICATION THAT LAY OFFICERS :
EITHER LOCAL, STATE OR COUNTY) OR EX~-LAY OFFICERS ARE ¢
INVOLVED, )

(HNOTE  FROM ROGER WILLIAMS -~ WE ARE GIVING YOU THER t
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REAL NAMES, AS FULLY AS WE KHOW THEM, OF THE CHARACTERS

AND LOCATIONS, BUT WE ARE ASSUMING THAT -~ FOR OBVIOUS
EASO NS YOU WILL NOT USE ANY OF THEM. REAL NAMES OR NOT,
K ﬁOS;ZBEY DESCRIPTION OF THE PRODUCE COMPANY AND ITS
OCCUPANTS THAT DAY WILL PIN THIS STORY ON OUR SOURCE, SO

BY ALL MEANS LET US DISCUSS THESE DETAILS AFTER YOU HAVE
WRITTEN THE PIECE,)

HEREWITH THE STORY:

ON APRIL 4, AS HE HAD DONE EVERY THURSDAY FOR SIX
YEARS, JOHN MCFERRIN DROVE INTO MEMPHIS TO BUY PRODUCE FOR
HIS SMALL COUNTRY GROCERY STORE. THE STORE IS LOCATED IN
THE HILLS EAST OF MEMPHIS, JUST OUTSIDE THE TOWN OF
SOMIERVILLE, LESS THAN 100 MILES FROM MEMPHIS. MCFERRIN
MADE SEVERAL UNEVENTFUL STOPS IN MEMPHIS. AT ABOUT 4:30
P.M. HE DROVE INTO THE PARKING LOT AT 11 AND 3 PRODUCE COMPARY,
STOPPED IN ITS OPEN-AIR PRODUCE SHED, THEN WENT INTO THE
WAREHOUSE BUILDING TO MAKE HIS PURCHASES,

AS BE WALKED THROUGR THE DOORWAY HE HEARD A MARN'S
VOICE FROM AN OFFICE JUST OFF THE HALL. °*°THE MAN WAS
SCREAMIKG AND I COULD HEAR HIS VOICE BEFORE I GOT INSIDE,®®
SAYS MCFERRIN, °°I STOPPED JUST INSIDE THE DOORWAY AHND
LISTENED FOR A MOMEWT. I WAS STANDING IN THE HALL, JUST
OUTSIDE THE OFFICE WHERE THIS MAN WAS SCREAMING.''

THE MAN (WE'LL CALL HIM RED AND TRY TO FIND OUT HIS
REAL NAME) WAS SITTING BEHIND A DESK IN A TINY 6° BY 6°
[FICE,
1 **HE KEPT SCREANWING OVER THE PHONE: - °KILL HIM, KILL
{M, I DON°'T CARE HOW YOU DO IT., XILL THE SON OF A BITCH
N THE BALCONY.® *° A

MCFERRIN LISTENED OELY FOR A MOMENT. °*°THEN A MAN

AME DOUN THE HALL -- I DON°'T KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM, °*CAUSE
A#IAS SO BUSY LISTENING TO THIS MAN IN THE OFFICE == AND
- JLD MZ TO GO ON INSIDE THE FOOD LOCKER AND HELP MYSELF,'*
MCFERRIY, WHO IS A NEGRO, PLAYED THE ACQUIESCENT
ARKY == A ROLE KE ADOPTED YEARS AGO FOR SELF-PROTECTION
BUT SHEDS EASILY AMONG PEOPLE HE TRUSTS - AND OBEDIENTLY
SHUFFLED OFF, AS HE WAS LEAVING THE LOCKER FOUR OR FIVE

”MIHUTES LATER THE PHONE IN THE LITTLE OFFICE RANG AGAIN

‘AND A SLENDER MAN WITH A SCAR ON HIS NECKX PICKED UP THE
RUAHB XX RUTREREHXRRYRE .
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s T R
- T . e 3
P - P
LR R PO T £
P4 W e
IR o

B S © S

Y

GO

L

= .
W/

U“ fm)

A\



NYK19/UASH e« PARKER e PAGE 3 i

"PHONE, MUTTERED °°*YEAH, HE'S HERE®® ~=- OR SOMETHING TO
THAT EFFECT ~~ AHD PASSED THE PHONE TO RED,

RED VAS IN KO MOOD FOR FURTHER TALK., HE SAT WITH BOTH
IZ304ema) THE DESK AND GROWLED: °*°DON'T CALL ME NO MORE,
AlID DON'T COWME NEAR MY PLACE, YOU KNOW My BROTﬁER IN
NEW ORLEANS -~ HE'LL GIVE YOU THE DLRS5,000, DON°'T BRING
YOUR ASS NEAR MY PLACE AGAIN.** RED SLAMMED THE PHONE DOWN
WITHOUT -WAITING FOR A-REPLY.

; **I MADE OUT LIKE I DIDN'T HEAR WHAT HE SAID -~ THEY
THINK I°'H DEAF ANYWAY, °CAUSE EVERYTIME I GO IN THERE I

" PLAY LIKE I°t1 HARD OF HEARING,®® SAYS MCFERRIN. *°1 WENT

UP AND PAID MY BILL AND LEFT.*®
- JOHN MCFERRIN HAS NOT BEEN BACK TO THE PRODUCE COMPANY
SINCE,
" BUT FOR SEVERAL YEARS =~ ABOUT s:x, SAYS MCFERRIN -~
HE HAD GONE THERE EVERY THURSDAY. MCFERRIN SAYS THE PRODUCE
COMPANY IS A HANGOUT FOR POLICE, COUNTY OFFICERS AND SOME
STATE LIQUOR OFFICERS, USUALLY THEY SIT AROUND IN RED'S
OFFICE, WATCH TV AND GOSSIP; THEY OGLE RED'S PICTURES OF
BATHING BEAUTIES WHICH HANG IN FRAMES ON THE WALL, THEY
ARE SHAPSHOTS, USUALLY SHOWING RED AND SEVERAL GIRLS IN
BATHING SUITS AT A BEACH OR SYIMMING POOL, °®°EVERY TIME
1 GO IN THERE, HE'S GOT A NEW SET OF PICTURES ON THE WALL,*®
SAYS MCFERRIN, '

RED TRAVELS A LOT, MCFERRIN SAYS, IS OFTEN GONE FOR
TVO OR THREE WEEXS AT A TINE AND IN THE SIX YEARS THAT
MCFERRIN HAS BEEN TRADING THERE, HE HAS NEVER HEARD RED
24LKX ABOUT HIS TRIPS. RED IS A BIG MAN -- WEIGHS ABOUT

IDE-SPACED TEETH. UMCFERRIN SAYS THERE ARE GAPS IN HIS
EETH, BUT I DON'T THINK HE MEANS THE MAN IS SNAGGLE-TOOTHED.
ﬁONCE, ONLY A FEW WEEKS BEFORE THE ASSASSINATION, RED

g"”S PICKUP TRUCK AND 'SAID, °'°WELL, WHAT ARE YOU GONNA DO
.QOUT YOUR BUDDY?°** -

**WHAT BUDDY?2'*® ASKED MCFERRIMN,

_ **YOU XKOW YOUR BUDDY ~«~ MARTIHN LUTHER KING. WHAT
V0 YOU THINK ABOUT THAT TROUBLEMAKER?®'*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. 30 POUNDS, OVER SIX FEET TALL, WITH A SALLOW COMPLEXION AND

' éﬁD*COME OUT TC_THE-PARKING LOT WHERE- MCFERRIN-VAS LCADING - — -
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"

**] TOLD HIM, °I JUST TEND TO MY OUN BUSINESS,® *°
SAYS MCFERRIN, °°I DIDN'T WANT TO GIVE HIM A CHANCE ToO
START NOTHING WITH ME,
I>—h FEW OCCASIONS, MCFERRIN HAS OVERHEARD RED AND HIS
FRIENDS, USUALLY COPS, SITTINg IN THE OFFICE AND TALKING
.- POLITICS, OFTEN HE HAS HEARD THE!M SAY THE USUAL SOUTHERN
SEGREGATIONIST THINGS ABOUT LBJ, THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT,
. ETC. ONCE HE OVERHEARD RED SAYS ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER KING:
| **SOMEBODY OUGHT TO KILL THAT SON OF A BITHC.®®
. MCFERRIN SAYS ERIC STARVO GALT -~ OR A MAN CLOSELY
" RESEMBLING GALT®S DESCRIPTION == WORKED AT THE PRODUCE
(- COMPANY LAST FALL FOR ABOUT THREE VEEKS. °°HE WASN'T THE
KIND OF MAN WHO USUALLY WORKED THERE,®*® SAYS MCFERRIN,
. *'AND HE DIDN'T TALK LIKE THE OTHER MEN WHO WORKED THERE.®®
GALT =~ IF THAT'S WHO IT WAS =~ WAS A SLENDER, DARK-HAIRED
YOUNZ MAN IN HIS LATE TWENTIES, HE HAD A JAUNDICED COMPLEXION,
A RASH OR POCK MARKS ON HIS NECK (MCFERRIN CALLS IT *°JUNGOE
ROT**) AND HE WAS USUALLY DRESSED °**CLEAN AND NEAT.®®
HIS HARI WAS BLACK AND STRAIGHT, HE SEEMED TO BE FRIENDLY
VITH RED, :
" WHEN THE FBI SHOVED MCFERRIN MUG PICTURES YESTERDAY, ONE
OF THE FIVE MEN IN THE PICTURES HAD “JUNGLE ROT™ ON HIS NECKj
ASIDE FROM THAT, HE LOOKED VERY MUCH LIKE THE MAN MCFERRIN
HAD SEEN WORKING AT THE PRODUCE CONPANY LAST FALL. “"THEY DIDN'T
HAVE A SIDE VIEW OF HI{", SAYS MCFERRIN CHE MEANS THREE QUARTERS
VIEW) "OR I COULD HAVE TOLD FOR SURE. BUT HIS FACE LOOKED
ABOUT RIGHT, HE HAD SLENDER SLOPING SHOULDERS AND JUNGLE ROT
4 HIS NECK. I PICKED HIM OUT AS MY FIRST CHOICE,”
] MCFERRIN HAS NO WAY OF KNOWING IF THE MAN WHO WORKED AT
IE PRODUCE COMPANY IS GAULT. HE HAS ONLY A GUT FEELING THAT
HIS MAN WAS AN ITINERANT HOOD, PROBABLY LAYING LOW FOR AWHILE
ND USING THE JOB AT THE PRODUCE COMPANY AS COVER, PLUS THE
NGWLEDGE THAT THE -MAN RESENMBLES NEWSPAPERS DESCRIPTIONS OF
JULT, THE FBI HAS NOT DENIED THAT THE MAN MAY HAVE BEEN GAULT. 5
WHEN MCFERRIN LEFT THE PRODUCE COMPANY HE PUZZLED ABOUT THE s
RAUGE PHONE CONVERSATIONS HE HAD OVERKEARD, "I DIDN°T KNOW b
THEN WHAT THEY MEANT AND 1 DIDN'T WANT TO STAY AROUND THERE
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. TO FIND OUT BECAUSE IT SOUNDED FISHY TO ME. WHEN I 60T HOME
AND HEARD THAT DR, KING HAS BEEN SHOT, I KNOW RIGHT THEN
IAT-Y5Y WERE TALKING ABOUT. MY WIFE TOLD ME THE RADIO HAD
SAID DR, KING HAD BEEN SHOT THAT AFTERNOON., 1 TOLD HER HE
COULDN'T HAVE BEEN SHOT THEN ~ THAT IT HAD TO HAVE HAPPENED
AROUND 5:30 OR & BECAUSE I HAD HEARD THESE MEM ON THE PHONE AT
ABOUT FIVE 0°CLOCK."

FOR FOUR DAYS, MCFERRIN PONDERED WHAT TO DO WITH THE
INFORMATION, ME WAS SCARED; SCARED HE WOULD ENDANGER HIS LIFE
BY NOT TELLING; SCARED THAT HE WOULD ENDANGER A BUSINESS
HE HAD WORKXED MIGHTY HARD TO DEVELOP IF HE DID*TELL ANYONE.
FINALLY ON SUNDAY EVENING HE MADE UP HIS MIND. ,

BAXTON (PLEASE PROTECT NAME AND USE FICTIOUS NAME) 3 BRYANT
OF THE STATE COUNCIL Of HUMAN RELATIONS MADE A CHANCE TOUR OF
SOMMERVILLE (PLEASE USE FICTIOUS NAME) AND MCFERRIN DREW HIM
ASIDE TO TELL HIM THE STORY. HE HAS KNOWN BAXTON FOR YEARS AND
BAXTON IS ONE OF THE FEW WHITE MEN MCFERRIN COMPLETELY
TRUSTS. (MCFERRIN IS A.NEGRO) . BAXTON WENT BACK TO MEMPHIS,
CONTACTED AN ACLU LAWYER NAMED DAVID CAYWOOD (PROTECT HIS
NAME TOO) AND THE TWO MEN WENT BACK TO SOMERVILLE, TALKED WITH
MCFERRIN AGAIN AND ARRANGED A MEETING IN MEMPHIS - IN BAXTON'S
HOTEL ROOM AT SHERATON PEABODY L
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FINALLY, THERE'S THE MYSTERIOUS ESPISODE OF THURSDAY MORNINGS

THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL WNEWSPAPER IN ITS FIRST
+IDHESDAY NIGHT HEADLINED:~ “FBI CHARGES ERIC STARVO GALT IN
- JSASSINATION AND CONSPIRACY, LINKS SUSPECT AND "BROTHER'™.
AT INFORMATION HIT MEMPHIS STREETS AT ABOUT 11 Pii WEDNESDAY
D PRESUMABLY WAS BROADCASTED OVER THE RADIO EVEN EARLIER
HAN THAT.

SHORTLY AFTER SEVEN AYEM THURSDAY, A MAN NAMED ROBERT POWERS

TZLEASE USE FICTICIOUS NAME AGAIM) BEGAN MAKING
NQUERIES ABOUT MCFERRIN IN SOMMERVILLE. HE STOPPED FIRST AT
CFERRIN®S STORE - A COMBINATION GROCERY, FILLING STATION
AND LAUNDROMAT « AND THEN WENT DIRECTLY TO MCFERRIN'S HOUSE,
HE DROVE UP IN A WHITE CADILLAC AND MET MCFERRIN IN HIS FRONT

2025 RELE:ASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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YARD,

*I°VE GOT SOME URGENT BUSINESS HERE IN SOMMERVILLE BUT I
§DPE-EI>GET IT CLEARED UP TONIGHT OR'TOMORROW NIGHT," POWERS
TOLD MCFERRIN, HE NEVER REALLY EXPLAINED KIS PURPOSE FOR
VISITING MCFERRIN, HE SAID ONLY; "I JUST WANTED TO SEE YOU,

YOU HAVE CHANGED SOME IN THE LAST EIGHT OR 10 YEARS, YOU ARE
NOT AS TALL AS I REMEMBERED YOU AND YOU ARE NOT AS SLIM AS YOU
USED TO BE.” THEN HE ASKED MCFERRIN ABOUT A LITTLE-USED
COUNTRY ROAD THAT RUNS IN BACK OF MCFERRIN'S HOUSE., "I TOLD

_ HIM WHAT HE WANTED TO KNOW BECAUSE 1 FIGURED HE WOULD GET IT
FROM HIS KIN FOLKS IF HE WOULDNT GET IT FROM ME, (POWERS®
RELATIVES LIVE IN SOMMERVILLE) I DIDN'T WANT HIM TO THINK

THAT I WAS SUSPICIOUS." ICFERRIN SAID,

* POWERS WAS WEARING NEAT SPORTS CLOTHES; HE WAS NOT DRESSED
FOR A HUNTING OR FISHING TRIP OR FOR A PICNIC AND, SAYS
MCFERRIN, THERE IS NO ONE POWERS WOULD BE LIKELY TO WANT TO
VISIT WHO LIVES ON THE DIRT ROAD BEHIND MCFERRIN'S HOUSE, -

MRS+ MCFERRIN WATCHED THE STRANGE MEETING FROM HER WINDOW,
"ONZ THING THAT STRIKES ME AS STRANGE IS THAT HE (POWERS) SHOOK
HANDS WITH JOHN. AIN'T NO WHITE MAN IN THIS COUNTY EVER PUT OUT
HIS HAND TO A NEGRO," SAID MRS. MCFERRIN, "AS FAR AS 1 KNOW
HE HAD NO REASON TO BE VISITING JOHN OR TO BE ACTING LIKE THAT
CAUSE HE AND JOHN HAVENW'T EVER BEEN FRIENDLY." (THIS DOESN'T
MEAN THAT THEY HAVE BEEN ENEMIES ~ THEY JUST HAVEN'T BEEW
FRIENDLY.,) m
_ MCFERRIN CALLED ME IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING. HE WAS
ijzznsn, WORRIED AND SCARED, "THE ONLY TRING I COULD FIGURE OUT

D -

"3 THAT POWERS WANTED TO SEE ME, BECAUSE HE WANTED TO KNOW WHAT
: LOOKED LIKE SO HE COULD POINT ME OUT TO SOME TRIGGER MAN."
POVERS IS A NATIVE OF SOMMERVILLE AND HAS A RECORD OF
SCRAPES WITH THE LAYW. HE HAS BEEN IN THE PENITENTIARY IN
ENNESSEE €ARCUT 1335) AND HE LGST & BEER LICENSE BECAUSE OF
EZLEGAL WHISKEY POSSESSION IN 1958 OR 1959. HE®S BEEN

“NVOLVED IN BOOTLEGGING AND IN OTHER SHADY DEALS AND IS
ELIEVED 70 HAVE MURDERED AT LEAST CHNE MAN SEVERAL YEARS AGO.
¥OW POWERS LIVES IN NEV ORLEANS AND OPERATES A GULF STATION

AND TRUCK STOP THERE AND IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HE IS MEXED UP

;LLMIN,IHE-RACKETS. RUNS MOONSHINE AND DOPE INTO MEMPHIS‘AMONG~0THER

»

-
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THINGS, (WE ARE CHECKING POWERS OUT THRU OUR MEW ORLEANS
STRINGER DAVID SNYDER).

IT SEEMS A VERY FAR FETCHED COINCIDENCE THAT A STRANGE MAN
“§E9M-458-0RLEANS = OF ALL PLACES ~ SHOULD SHOW. UP ON
MCFERRIN®S DOOR STEP THE MORNING AFTER THE NEWS STORY CAME OUT..
MY BELIEF IS THAT THE MAN AT THE PRODUCE COMPANY APPARENTLY
PUT TWO AND TWO TOGETHER - THEY SAW MCFERRIN OVERHEAR THEIR
TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS, BUT AT THE TIME THEY THOUGHT THAT
MCFERRIN WAS DEAF AND DIDN®T HEAR THEM TALK ABOUT A "BROTHER™
IN NEW ORLEANS, THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL STORY = AND THE FACT
THAT MCFERRIN DIDN'T BUY PRODUCE THERE LAST THURSDAY
APPARENTLY HAS CONVINCED SOMEONE THAT MCFERRIN ISN®T DEAF
AFTERALL,

MCFERRIN NOW IS A BADLY FRIGHTENED MAN, BUT HE REMAINS
FIRM IN HIS STORY AND KE BELIEVES THAT HE MUST TELL IT. " IT'S
NOT RIGHT TO LET A MAD DOG GO LOOSE,"

THERE®S YET ANOTHER INDICATION THAT MCFERRIN szsms o 10
SOMETHING SOLID;

A PART TIME WORKER IN THE PRODUCE COMPANY IS A MAN WHO IS
OR HAS BEEN A LAV OFFICER. MCFERRIN DOESHT KNOW WHAT
DEPARTMENT THE MAN HAS WORKED WITH (WE ARE WORKING TO FIND THAT
OUT, AS WELL AS THE MAN®S NAME) BUT HE HAS SEEN THE MAN DRIVING
OFFICIAL CARS, WITH RADIOS AND WITH ANTENNAS AND HAS KNOYN THE
MAN TO MAKE LIQUOR ARRESTS FOR ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF LIQUOR.

HE ALSO KNOWS THE MAN - AND OTHER SOURCES VERIFY THIS = TO HAVE
'OPERATED A BOOTLEGGING BUSINESS ON THE SIDE. HE IS THE KIND OF
A VAN WHO WILL SHAKE DOYWN COMPETING NOONSHINERS AND WILL LET
AEM OFF THE HOOK IF THEY AGREE TO CUT HIM IN ON A PERCENTAGE
3 THEIR BUSINESS, HE IS NOT ABOVE TAKING BRIBE MONEY EITHER,
JR SOURCES SAY IN SHORT, HE IS A COP AND A CROOK, NOT
ZCESSARILY IN THAT ORDER.

THIS IS CONJECTURE, BUT THIS IS THE KIND OF ¥AN WHO
OULD XNOW HOW TO TAKE THE RADIO MESSAGES THAT SO CONFUSED
'fmpxxs POLICE LAST WEEK. HE IS ALSO THE KIND OF MAN WHO

ULD KAVE THE EQUIPMENT AND, PRESUMNABLY, THE OPPORTUNITY

0 Do IT.

MOTE TO TK.
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MURKIN

Mr. David Kraslow, Washington News Editor, "Los Angeles

Times, " telephonically called my office at 2:05 p.m., 4/25/68, and
spoke to SA Bland. Mr. Kraslow stated that the "Los Angeles Times"
in Los Angeles has an employee who {s an ex-convict and has some
fairly good sources and contacts in the criminal element in the Los
Angeles area. This employee allegedly very recently received a call
from one of his contacts in the Los Angeles criminal element to the
effect that James Ear] Ray is allegedly living under the name of Clauds
Coffey, 134 Mann Street, Apartment H, Greenup, Kentucky. Kraslow
advised that he was furnishing this to the FBI for whatever value it
li:fightbeandthathehadm way of determining the accuracy of the

ormation,

ACTION

This information was immediately called to the attention
of the General Investigative Division, which division has telephonically
instructed the Louisville Office to immediately check out the information.

2oy

(_’b Mr. 'Rom
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o n.&s p,n., %119 tolephuanically contacted the Newark MU
. Mﬂm o conplsin nilﬂn + actions of SA Peter G. Loftus . "
:'.;': gsm m g& 3::;& o“ﬁ;’g Eaaper guestioned. mm:' IR
i urisdiction when Xedper was. - 00

L bam emhd eut a» umcﬁ mmm cAme, -

SRy York uzrmn_ #3 Show that Kesper ﬂm: S
tppnutim for Brssr suploysant on m&fﬁ, vt failed m -‘z s
-appesy for istarview ast fup :twaa, and no further- actm o
“wax takeu 9n his application.  The New Xork tile on m
. indicaten he hxd two previous arrests, owes approxinstely
. $4,000 to various banks swéd credid mhm “d mug
1ast mmummmmhm@m&wamm
luugar tm nige -mﬂm. .

SO AR, Mew ’!nrk :mn wﬂmm of 84 Tottus 1o this. .
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mﬂgt;m:ttg?uwﬂg:fa:.ﬂiuﬂ, ngﬁguniw t -
‘datectives o Rew Jor mrm
' that & complaint had bess Feceived th:wiﬁnmzm
~Jemes Xarl Ray S %300 m:m % 1988 Chavrolst Impsis nth

S “”Igl;‘i&i: the gmwa Mfg&m ﬂ?ﬂ mtsm:? 'gwch

; . . on- throu

‘ ~4theiy office agd ssked Si mrm 4t te desived 1o jois
:amma;&g mm&m mm,m gﬁ:mrmuﬁ
- Bellmora, Kew York, and the ztium hag m 1sxaed for & 3§67
yanmr mmi cl :

e tch!ckﬁt thoiﬁt:, hamdi:clmdthamrmt )
IR 'muhmi o Xanper, . SA Loftus and the officers discuseed . the' Do
| o :s.mtim and ms«a tht ke prntuﬁ interview mm &e mﬁucm. -
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Memo Rosen to Delosch }
RR: MURKIN

One ot the officers was to identify himsel? snd advise Xssper

he had received m complaint that the Impala had been seen speeding
on z local atreet and upom checking the registration it was
discoversd the plates were not or the sutomobile to which
originally issued., Since the officer was not certaim of meking

an identification on Xesper, SA Loftus stated he would

accompany him and be ix a position where he could observe the
persea when he came to the door, -

The officer kmocked on the door snd 1t was opsned |
By & woman at which time the officer identified himself and .
asked te sSee Xauper. Vhen Xssper sppeared at the door, it was’
ohvious that he was wot the subject Jemes Barl Xay. The officer
_used the pretext upom which Xssper bacame indignant smtating
“he had receatly purchased the car and it was officially registered.
+ Kusper asmuned & very belligereant sttitude. . j

~ Upon entering tha spartment with the officer :

SA Joftus identified himselt showing Xasper his badge at which
point Kssper became obnoxious and insulting stating he was not
inpressed with the "little tin badge.” Re woent on to state
that he did not mind the police coming aroung but didu't see
-how the YAl had any jurisdiction. SA lLoftus attempted %o
explain:the Bureau’s “interstats transportation of stolen
motor vehicle™ responsibility but he was openly hostile and
refused to listea stating ho had several complaints of his own,
including such items as him dog ix on the loowe, children
knocking on the windows amd loud hi-fi sets, Ke appeared
Arrational and unwilling to listen to further sxplamations,

4 Thereaftor Xasper csiled the Woodbridge Police
Departaent and our Newark Office to complain: of the situstioa.
Kasper then calmed down considersbly and produced his registration
aftor which he abook heands with S8A Loftus and the contact was '

L4

___ After SA lLoftuk had Baft, Xesper sgein called the
Newark Office inquiring of what action would be taken on the
complaint and when informed the matter would be given proper
attention he appoared sgreesble and hung up. At 1:00 a.x,,

/88, Xasper again contacted Newark Office sad stated he
wished to withdraw any cbarges sgainst 3SA Loftus.

= CONTINUED -~ OYER
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Yeno Rosen te Delosch
BE: MURKIN

RECOMEENDATION:

In view of the sbove circumsismces requiring immodiate
setion and since there wus s discrepancy im the xegistratioa
rocords which might reflect that the car was stelen in Wew York
and tramsported te New Jersey, it is felt that the actions of
SA Loftus werw propar sad w0 Administrative sction is
recommended,
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MR, TOLSON © 4/24/68

C. D. DeLoach | cc Nr, Deloach 3
‘ Rosen

MURKIN | T Coura

Mr. Trotter

. Reference is made to the Director's motations,
asking why the evidence in captioned case has not been
returned to the Meamphis Police.

. This is my respousibility. I knew of the
necessity to return this evidence as soon as logically
possible; however, I also realized that the Director
would not want the evidence returned only to have the
Memphis Office obtain it once again and send it back
for turther comparison purposes with new evidence.

'+ In compliance with the Director's inatructions,
the evidence was to be returned as soon as Laboratory
exaninations were completed. There has been s constant
‘accumulation of evidence, making it imperative that the
original items be retained briefly for comparison purposes.
1‘!/::9%30 nane of the subject was not known until Friday,

There has been no request from the Memphis
Police relative to the return of this evidencS. 7o the
contrary, the police feel that this is strictly an FBI
case and have indicated this fact accordingly.

‘ The svidence will be returned to the Memphis
Police immediately. There will be no consultation with
the Department. :

ACTION: A
To answer the Director's inquiry.
Lif

S I
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- .

CDD:CSH (6)
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