
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pine Refer to ■ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 ‘ ,

File No.

: April 10,T968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. .

AU investigation into the murder of 'Martin Luther „ 
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is,proceeding on a top priority 
basis. ,

, It has been determined that a pair of pliers. beUeved
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve 
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware store. 
When the pliers were received by the store they were placed 
in a bargain barrel near the front door. One pair remamed 
in the barrel on April 8, 1968. Employees do not’recall any 
sales of this item but an extensive1 review is being made of 
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers.

Klansmen, member’s of other hate groups, and all 
persons known to have a potential for a crime, of this type ,
are being treated as suspects. Their .recent whereabouts and 
activities ar’e being determined and their fingerprints are 
being checked against the latent fingerprmts that have been 
developed during this tnvestigation. • . — ■

In additton to the-Mnes of investigation described 
above, we are vigorously pursumg every other logical ,
tnvettigattve approach to quickly bring this matter to a 
satisfactory conclusion.
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All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther * 
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceeding on a top priority 
basisi. '

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed 
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve '
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware* store? 
When the pliers were received by the store they were placed 
in a bargain barrel near the front door. One pair, remanned. 
in the barrel on April 8, 1968. Employees do not recall any 
sales of this item but an extensive'review is being made of 
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers. •

Klans men, member's of other hate groups, and all 
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type 
are being treated as suspects. Their recient wher-eabouts and 
activities-are being determined and'their fingerprints are 
being checked against the latent fiOgerpr0tte that have been ' 
devefoped during this iovestigation. " ? -

Io additom to the lines of investigation described 
above, we are vigorously pursue every other logical t
investigative approach to quickly bring this matter to a - ‘
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All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., on, April 4, 1968,>is proceeding on a top priority ’ 
basis*

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed 
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve • ; 
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los;Angeles hardware store* 
When the pliers were received by the store they were, placed 
in a bargain barrel near the front door* One pair 'remained 
in the barrel on April 8, 1968* Employees^ not recall any / 
sales of this item but an extensive review is being miade of., 
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers/ '

Klansmen, member’s of other hate groups, and all 
persons known,to have a potential for a crime of this type. ‘ 
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Io additoon to the Unes of tnvestigatOon described 
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical , 
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satisfactory conclusion* .'
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All Supervisors working on the above-entlted case should be sure 
to specifically request that any FBI prints be choked agains<the 
related service records by Ident. The reason for this being that 
the FBI numbered prints are not automatically checked against this 
file.

AR:WW 
(2)
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6-110 (Rev. 1-3-68) 'A
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE^RATION

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

1968

___Mr. Rosen
__ Mr. MHey
__ Mr. Bolz
___Mr. McGowan 
___ Mr. Scattedday
__ Mr. Shroder

___Mrs. Adkins 
___ .Miss Dougherty 
__ .Miss Eggleston
'__ Mrs. Feeley 
__ Miss Walsh 
__ MLss Wright

___ Mr. Cavanaugh, 
4239

__ Mr. Morell,
4718

___Foreign Liaison

___ Ident Division 
___Mechanical Sec. 
___Records Branch
___ Stat;. Section

___Place on Record 
and Return

___ Please Redate 
__Please Hadle 
___Please Initial .
___ Please See Me 
_____Pleats e Call Me

___ Note & Return 
___ Note File # and

Return R/S 
;__ Search, Review

& Return

C. L. MC GOWAN
SUPERVISOR-----------------

2712
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Mr. DeLoach

A/Rosen

MURKIN

Ajpfl9, 1968' ■ r t 4
1- Mr.DeLoach 
1-Mr. Rosen .

11-Mr. Malley

This is the investgatin into the assasshatoinof < " : ,
Martin Luther King, Jr. . ‘

; y With regard to press reports that the FBI has requested:
. . Mexican authorities to li0k fir an individual we donot have any - .

leads outstanding in Mexico/ It should be further noted that we have 
not told anybody that w® were looking for any individual in Mexico ,
or had asked any Mexican authorities to locate any individual

CLMvea
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Mr. DeLeach April 9, 1988

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1- Mr. Resen

1 -Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGawanMURKIN PMr. McDenough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Martindale
1 is Mr. Bishop
1 to Mr. Courad
1 if Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/88.

One of the most promising leads developed so far is the laundry
tage appearing on a T-shirt and a pair of shorts apparently abandoned by
the subject with the title that is believed to be the murder weapon. It
has been determined that these Inundry marks were made by a Thermo Seal

marking machine manufactured by the Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, New York, The manufacturez of tids machine has advised that
the laundry marks in question are unusual in that theyccomics of five
characters whereas the ususal code contains six characters.

These markings are also unusual because the first two characters
are in smaller type while the remaining three characters are in larger
type. The normal arrangement is for the first three characters to be in
smaller type and for the following characters to be in larger type. The
Textile Marking Machine Company has stated only a limited number of
machines have been manufactured whichprint laundry marks in this
manner. Investigation is proceeding on an expedited basis to locate these
machines for the purpose of Identifying the laundry marks.

Richard
Helm, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, has

furnished the Central Intelligence Agency file on Robert Ervin Kramer,
M. D., Berkeley, California, whom Helm considers at suspect because of
his resemblance to an artist's conseption of the subject and because of the
Central Intelligence Agency's experience with Eramer. The Central
Intelligence Agency file states Kramer has allong arrest record and contains
a Berkeley Police Department photograph, dated 1/27/68, number 22805.

Enclosure
CONTINUED - OVER

VLM.yea
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MttMmtoW*M . ‘ .W
RErMURKiN;:./ ;

HeMsbeettaxhroncletter^^^
/ crmcZxng themand theGovenment. By letter of 13/29/67 Kramer 
requested the Centjr»lMeW«nc* Agency to Wh^ 
for six months for apaper ongeojpjlHicalecoromty hehad previously 
submitted. He concluded his letter with the statement, "in the event that 

- youfaatoacknowl^ lean accept no xesgont^^ ;
w future efforts necessaryto galn the combined ends of Ideal ;
government andfnancial recompense'’ - -

- ThfionyrecordofKramer^ Mr.
memorandum from the Cef.mMeW*nc.e Agency, 1/18/88, advising 

- usfhteMlJs to al Clnm M No record can be
locatedtotheldedttlcationDlirtaonbatKrom^
obtained from the BerkeleypoHce. ;

• . < A.C. Ween/teM-DM^^^
Mvisedontheeventagof V8/68thatBMtricePasenberg/ 
the AltorKey GeMera’sf ce, hM received a telephone cOH^^

1 . man Identifying himsUfas Frederick Dunstan who said he resided at
' Route 350, Whitefield, North Carolina. Dunstan said.he was cObg the

; Attorney General to report that a whtte man was in his bouse, was druck, 
Ma gun and said he had killed Martin Luther King, Jr.

. ■ > There is nGWhltefteld, North Carolina. There Is aWhiteviHe,
North CMMteieis^^

. locate a Route 350, Box 350, or Highway 350 in the Whiteville area and 
no record of a Frederick Dunstan has been. located. No'record of Dunstan 
Coa^;belteMiaBUlreaufllM• ?

.' A pa^rfudkbnpUlrs was found among ^ '
belile^yld to have been abandoned by the subject. These pliers beara 

■trrsLdemarkof the Riosanage HardwareCompsmyr, Los Angeles. Employees 
att*lb|ld?»*eCompwM^
October, 1966. Employees have no ruoHwjtton of the.saleof these 

■ ■ pUersbutanexMativeBeachtahMtsg madefha^ .

IttehoMtMtherKibeteMfobethomu^^ .
purchased inBirmingham, Alabama, 3/30/^68. Binoculars found with the 
feweroporohaM in Memphis,4/4/e8.A latent H^ 
the riHete identical with a tetentfWeptat found on the binoc^^ra. This 

; ; presented strw probity ^ the subject.

- J 7 ■ 'J-2 - ' ; 7CONTINUED PAGE-WEE ' •
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s
. Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach

RE: MURKIN - . ' >

Other mjr avenues of investigation includechecking oat 
white Mustang automobiles, since one was seen leaving at a high- rate 
of speed after th# shot was fired; effort# to trace a bedspread or blanket 
found with the ghn, aMthftimwdiaepmeisibg ofaui suspects as 
soon as they are developed. ■ ■ . .

AST® -;
LAlUched is a memorandum forthe White House, th® Attorney 

Geeetf, the Deputy Attorney General and the Civil Kights Etyiuton.

2. ftseatgQittfta is continuing on an aH*out basis.

- 3'*
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all •
possible diligence and dispatch* „ - . > ■ *

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being .
traced* ' '

, A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately 
after the shooting* Extensive efforts are being made to identfy 
the source of each of these items as a means of identfying and \ 
locatmg the person or persons responsible for the kilimg,

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
the fteld, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Idlntification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtained* "

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basils until the matter has been 
finally resolved* '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Refuse Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatch. , -

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless ,
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is’being ’ 
traced, .

j A rffle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
! bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal -
' items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately .

after the shooting. Extensive efforts are beilng made to identify 
: the soiurce of each ofthese items as a means of identifying and •

• locating the person or persons responsible for the kilimg. >

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
। the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
i Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence,

obtained, •

Y°u may be completeey assured that this investigaUon 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finality resolved.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin .Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatch. . ‘ ,

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
traced.

, A rffle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately ( 
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify ., 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and ‘ 
locating the person or persons resjonsibee for the kiliing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout '
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtained. .

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally resoled.
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In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all ’
possible dilig'ence and dispatch, . ' y

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless ’ 
suspects are being processed and physical,evidence is being , 
traced, ’

. A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately ' 
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and 
locating the person or persons Tesixnmblle for the killing.

In additoon to active investigative efforts throughout. ,
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally resolved, ■
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The invlstigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
traced. ' '

A rffle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
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after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
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Division are continuing to make exhaustiive tests of evidence 
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investiga^on 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
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In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continue the investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatch, . * ' . • ’

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper \ 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of. personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately , (
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify = 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and 
locating the person or persons responsive for the kilimg. "

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtained,

You may be completely assur-ed that this investigation 
will contiinue on an expedited basils until the matter has been 
finally resolved.
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' April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all ■
possible diligence and dispatch, '

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
traced,

A rffle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately 
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and ' ■ 
locating the person or persons resi:o)nsible for the kilimg.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout “
the fiield, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continumg to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtained.

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been ' 
finally resolved.
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Memo

Mr. DeLeach April 9, 1968

I - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowanMUREIN I - Mr. McDonoughPMr. Long
1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/68.

One of the most promising leads developed so far is the laundry
tags appearing on a T-shirt and a pair of shorts apparently abandoned by
the subject with the rifle that is believed to be the murder weapon. It
has been determined that these Inundry marks were made by a Thermo Seal
marking machine manufsetured by the Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, New York. The manufacturer of this machine has advised that
the laundry marks in question are unusual in that theyeconsist of five
characters whereas the ususal code contains six characters.

These markings are also unusual because the first two characters
are in smaller type while the remaining three characters are in larger
type. The normal arrangement is for the first three characters to be in
smaller type and for the following characters to be in larger type. The
Textlic Marking Machine Company has stated only a limited number of
machines have been manufactured which print laundry marks in this
manner. Investigation is proceeding on an expedited basis to locate these
machines for the purpose of identifying the laundry marks.

Richard
Helm, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, has

furnished the Central Intelligence Agency file on Robert Ervin Kramer,
M. D., Berkeley, California, whom Helm considers a suspect because of
his resemblance to an artist's consection of the subject and because of the
Central Intelligence Agency's experience with Kramer. The Central
Intelligence Agency file states Kramer has allong arrest record and contains
a Berkeley Police Department photograph, dated 1/27/86, number 22805.

Enclosure 5
CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

He has been a chronic letter writer to the Central Intelligence Agency
criticizing them and the Government. By letter of 12/29/67 Kramer
requested the Central Intelligence Agency to pay him $100, 000 monthly
for six months for a paper on geopolitical economy he had previously
submitted. He concluded his letter with the statement, "In the event that
you fail to acknowledge my request, I can accept no responsibility for
any future efforts necessary to gain the combined ends of ideal
government and financial recompense."

The only record of Kramer found in Bureau files is a
memorandum from the Central Intelligence Agency, 1/18/68, advising
us of his letters to the Central Intelligence Agency. No record can be
located in the Identification Division but Kramer's fingerprints are being
obtained from the Berkeley police.

A. c. Hayden, Intra-Division Information Unit of the Department,
advised on the evening of 4/8/68 that Beatrice Rosenberg, a secretary in
the Attorney General's office, had received a telephone call from a
man identifying himself as Frederick Dunstan who said he resided at
Route 350, Whitefield, North Carolina. Dunstan said he was calling the
Attorney General to report that a white man was in his house, was drunk,
had a gun and said he had killed Martin Luther King, Jr.

There is no Whitefield, North Carolina. There is a Whiteville,
North Carolina. Investigation by the Charlotte Division has failed to
locate a Route 350, Box 350, or Highway 350 in the Whiteville area and
no record of a Frederick Dunstan has been located. No record of Dunstan
could be found in Bureau files.

A pair of duckbill pliers was found among the personal effects
believed to have been abandoned by the subject. These pliers bear a
trademark of the Rompage Hardware Company, Los Angeles. Employees
at the hardware company believe this is one of twelve pliers purchased in
October, 1966. Employees have no recollection of the sale of these
pliers but an exhaustive search is being made of charge sale records.

It is noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
purchased in Birmingham, Alabama, 3/30/68. Binoculars found with the
rifle were purchased in Memphis, 4/4/68. A latent fingerprint found on
the rifle is identical witha latent fingerprint found on the binoculars. This
presents a strong probability that these fingerprints are those of the subject.

-2- CONTINUED PAGE THREE- . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT ION ,

/« toffy. Plea,' Refer to - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 .

FU' No. , ,

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with th' murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatch, .

The investiga^on is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being pr’ccessed and physical evidence is being 
traced, ”

■
A rifle, believed to b' the murder.weapon,' and a zipper 

bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandon'd by the subject,immediately 
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
th' swirc' of each of these items as a means of identifying and 
locatmg the person or persons responsive for th' kilinig. ,

In addition to active inv'stigative efforts throughout 
the field, the many facilit'es of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtain'd,

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until th' matter has been 
finally resoled, •
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Mr. Bishop 4-8-88

M. A. Jones

INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 
ON TV PROGRAM "MEET THE PRESS"

SUNDAY, 4-7-88

On Sunday afternoon, 4-7-68, the Attorney General (AG) 
appeared on ’Meet the Press," and was intervened by a panel made up 
of various news correpondernte, moderated by Lawrence Spivak, concern­
ing the staying of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the resuttbg rOts through­
out our country. Some of the percent questions asked the A.G and his 
replies., includiig; two questions about-the FBI, follow in chronological 
order.

The first question asked the AG was whether the Justice 
Departnwntknew the name of the man who kilted King. The AG replied 
by stating that there is a large amount of physical evidence and that 
ballistic tests have been made on the weapon that allegedly was used to 
kill King. The AG also noted, in jesponse to an inquiry, that therewas no 
evidence of more than one persdfi/nmllved in this staytag.

A statement was then made by one of the panelists to the 
effect thatKW espoused civil disobedience and was urging this upcoming 
march on Washington* and the panellist wanted to know if this was a good idea 
now. The AG replied by stattag it is not a good tabs to have amarch on 
Washington at this time as it could be very risky, and advised that any 
demonstrates should be held within the law and after an assurance of 
minimum risk of viotence.

^ The statement was made by apanelist that "we are aNation 
of laws yet there are strong rumors of concentratim* camps for Negroes." 
The AG advised that these rumors are false, that there are no concentratoni 
camps aadtba we would* have «y suck camps. ^'uW

The AG was then asked whether the Federal Government would
turn over to the State of Tennessew for praMOdUm the slayer of King, since 
this was a murder and murder was not a Federal offense. The-AGreplied ' 
that the State of Tennessee is very anxious to prosecute the slayer of Martin 
Luther King and although no definite decision has been made yet he felt that 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
A-Mr. Bishop 
(l>Mr. Rosen 
JCFjemt/mtaccs

1 -Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Gale
1 - Mr. Casper . ONTINUED-OVER

illy
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Jones to Bishop Memo ,
RE: INTERVOWrOF ATTORNEY GENERAL

the prosecution of the slayer of King might be turned over to Tennessee. 
In response to the inquiry as to what is the expected time for arrest of 
the slayer, the AGnoted that he could not say.

The AG was next asked as to his reactom to the statement 
attebuited to Stokely Carmichael for the Nogrow to ”got guns and go out 
on the street.” The AG advised this is suicidai,#'Wias not happened 
(Negroes getting guns and going out on the strreels) and will not happen. . .
The AG also pointed out that if Carmichael has committed a crime against 
the Federal Government he will be prosecuted to the limit of the law. In 
response to the inquiry, "Do you have the man who kilted Dr. King on the 
run or are you checking writes organizations, ” the AG replied that we have 
the man onthe run and that we know more today (Sunday) than we did two 
days ago.

The AG was then asked if FBI Agents were ass^ned to 
protect King in Memphis’* The AG stated that the FBI had * limited 
surveillance on Dr. King but that the FBI does not have tersdtetomto offer 
protecttai to King or any other Negro testers. He noted that there was a 
"heavy presence"" of FBI Agents in Memphis but that they had no authority 
to protect Dr. King. A question was then asked of the AG to the effect that 
if there was a "heavy Federal presence” in Memphis hew was it possible for 
the kilter of Dr. King to escape. The AG noted that this was a carefully 
panned assault on Dr. King. in response to the inquiry as to why this 
"Federal presence” did not advisee Dr. King as to the dangers and risks 
involved inhis being in Memphis,, the AG noted that Dr. King was fully 
aware of the dangers and rsks but that he still insteted on being in Memphis’. 
There then followed a general discussion, concerning the police slowing 
looting to take place in Washington, D. c., at the begUmitag of this disorder. 
The AG disagreed with some of thevtews given by varteus panelists and noted 
that the Metropoliten Police Department acted firmly but did not over react. 
He stated that the tecaipolice had good training, did agood job and gave a 
good perlormane when allfactors were considered, especially since they 
were undermanned.

The AG also noted that in coaneetiOa with the rioters, there did 
not appear tobe any central traaiag er organized riOtag by the individuals 
involved. He also noted that pr(sped for control of the sale of firearms in 
our country today should be much better and that the Federal Government and 
State Governments should act at once to enact proper tegistettai in this fled. 
;RECOMMENDATION:

For Directors information.

-2-
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Mr. DeLoach-

A. Rosen

MURKIN

April 8, 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 -Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan

Mr. McDonough
Mr. Long
Mr. Martindale

1 -Mr. Bishop

& connection with the investigation late the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 4/4/18, it is noted that ajrit^which is 
bettered to be the murder weapon and a small bag containing various 
personal Hems have been recovered after apparently being abandoned 
by the subject.

Attached is a set of colored photographs showing these items.

It is noted that the riite which is belteved to be the murder 
weapon has been traced to a retail gun dealer in Birmingham, Abbama^ 
who sold the weapon on 3/30/68 to an Indivdual using the name of 
Harvey Lowmeyer. This individual gave an Improper address and 
it appears most likely that the name he used is ftetiiburs. -

in the attached photographs is a picture showing a tee shirt 
and a pair of shorts that were in a small ripper bag. Both of these 
items bear laundry marks on red tags which were prepared by a 
Thermo Seal marking machine. It is noted that the front end of these 
marking tapes have been cut on the bias and the marntfacctwer of 
these machines has advised that this peculiarly indicates the laundry 
marks were made by one of only five or seven machines that have 
been manufactured by this company. The records of the -manufacttMfer 
axe being checked on an expedite basis to identify the Sundries using .
these particular machines and they will be immediately contacted as ,9
soon as their Mentions are known. | | J

Also inckdfcd in the attached photographs is a picture of a I
blanket or a bedspread which was wrapped around the rffte when it was 
recovered. This appears to be the type of blanket or bedspread often 
used by motels and extensive investigation is underway in Tennessee, 
Atebama, and Misstesppi in an effort to identify the source of this item.

Enclosures

WLM:EJM:rmr (9) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach 
RE: MURKIN

The attached photograph showing binoculars, toilet articles 
and other personal items found in the bhe zipper kit shows two cans of 
ScUitobeer. These beer cans bear Misstesppi tax stomps. These 
beer cans also have certain number's on one end of the can which 
may afford a possible means of identifying the distrbutor through 
whom the beer was sold. Photographs showtag these markings have 
been sent to the Jackson Di vtata, which is making every effort to 
trace the cans of beer.

In addition to the specific items detailed above, extensive 
investigation is underway throughout the fteld to trace each of the 
items that was found with the rtth, which is believed to be the 
murder weapon.

ACTIN'

AU phases of this investigation are being vigorously pursued 
on a top priority bass.

-2-
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Mr.E*laach ■W8W

MURK®

■ ’ '•- ^V" - 7 ■.’• • \?^ ^^j^y? ^ * l«Mr. SUUiin - '^ <• f

iThis isthe carninvolving tt»iirdiBot Martin Lutfctt King, Jr., - a

7 AKathedlOraPPttvalii>«tnorandiulo1blWlhl«Boel• : v7:
s#mmMm.deW»9pm^«i»C*tteW.memM*»«»»wM®M^ ' ,

• ■the PieMiidenton */»/«• .•CWh•»••e••«W«*W«»A•lr■■r., z '
GMwal. theDepttlyAttorneyGeM^. rndtlaCWttElgaaDlVston.. .

- mark. It has been deUrmlMd that the mark wasmade ^ z
SeamarkingmacMnemwfaeturedbyUeT^ 
Heodqiuarter^ Of themaaUtactai’eTcaaaotJWeatifyl^heJauBdfy involved 
but believe# the making code indicates alaandry in the Northeastern

^ f: It. is noted that IherUltbeliLeired to be the murder weaj»® was
eoMtoeBlir#^ Bhobeeadetermaedt^Srpeyaam^^ ,
and three©! theseweaponiare pwe^ being pro»«Medforliag^^
'^^y

theCivlRighUDiv^  ̂ \
. 'y^ V All^fciieti^

' ' Enclosure
- WLMmCW

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pease Refer to 
File No,

WASHINGTON’, D.C, 20535

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin -Luther King;, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsive, .

AddiHonal evidence is being steadily deveooped and • 
investigaHon has eliminated a number of suspects. In additom to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, ' 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activi^es.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being > 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.
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AMl^^
■ ■ - 1- M. DeL^^ ?

. ;murkin--

■ 1-Mr. MaUey
‘ —^*Mr.'Mc!GW<' ■

1- Mr. Conrad c 
•, , 1-Mr. SUliVan

■ 'i\ \ This is thecaBeinvolvtogthe.murder of Martini ’ <
■ 4/4/68. ■ < • - ' ■ < ’ ■ , . ■ - '

Attached for approval is a memorandum to the White House 
summarizing developments since the last memorandum was prepared for 
the President on V6/68. Coptea have be« prepared for the Attorney 
General, the Deputy Attorney General* and the Civ! Rights DMtaa 
ThefsHtowtogdetefliarenoiincludedin the attached memorandum. ■

< ' .Among the Hems recoverMd near the crim scene were an „

Sea marking machine manufactured by the TestteMachiiie Company. 
Headquarters of the ma^ cannot identify the laundry involved 
butbelievessthe marking code indteae® a laundry l! the Norths

sold by a BtemnghamdeaSron>/3068. It has been determined that 
tMpereo^whopurchasMthis weapon handledotW^ .
and three of these weapons are presently being processed for Hngerprlnts^

. ACTONr' ■

WLM:vw(11)
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In, Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. - • - .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

■ WASHINGTON’, D.C. 20535

’ April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basils and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identificatoon and apprehension of 
the person or persons :resIX>nsibie. ■

AddiUonal evidence is being steadily developed and 
investigatton has eliminaied a number of suspects. In addittonto 
exploiting all availabee direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable , 
of this crime because of their past activities. ■ ■ ‘

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being . 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20535

April 8/1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King;, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete tocHittos 
of the FBI are committed to the.•ideotificatioo and apprehension of 
the person or persons.responsive. . .

Additional evidence is being steadily devetoped and ' ■ 
investigatton has elimOnaied a number of suspects. In ^dttmn to 
exploiting all availaVe direct evidence that could lead to the subject:, 
we are also checking alaurge number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being . 
vigorously pur-sued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIN’

In Reply. Pleats? Refer to 
File No.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN ’LUTHER ’KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basils and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identificaUon and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsive.

Additional evidence ils being steadily developed and .
investigate has eliminaied a number of suspects. In additoon to 
exploiting all available direct evildence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activi^es.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible. .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION'

In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File No.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Aprils, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identificaUon and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsible.

Additional evidence is being steadily ’’developed and 
investigaioon has eliminaied a number of suspects. In adchhon to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activiHes,' ' ,

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible, .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Praise Refer to
File No, ,

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
is proceeding on a top priority basils and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsive,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and 
investigation has eliminated a'number of suspects, In addition to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime becaiuse of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN' V ESTIG ATI ON

In Reply, Praise Refer to 4 
File No.

WASHINGTON’, D.C. 20535

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigaiion into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.8 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete faciliiies 
of the FBI are committed to the identificatoon and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsive.

Additoonal evidence is being steadily developed and . 
investigaioon has eliminaied a number of suspects. In addiHon to 
exploiting all availabee direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activitees.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach es being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.
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Mr. DeLeach

A. Renen. ■ ..

' I/. Apr&**1^
/ 1 * .Mr/WLeaeh

1-Mr* McGOwni'-/
,MURDER:SF.MARTIN LUTHER KING,: JR. ■ • - In Mr*. Martindale < . '

®-MT.■Mcn••Mlgh
- ■ JI-Mr. beg. '

1 - Mr. Wop'.'- •
’ 1 - Mr. Coned- '

' J 1 - Mfe -MlMm: •

. .There M'attached. n\lett«he^ meneamMw'for the
PresMefit, th*Mt«rneyGeMe*l, the Depity ^^^ / ■

. and the Civil Right;* Dvisira .setting forth information developed- - 
. ■ to date. , .lt ia p&iatid ont ..in the mmiaMdim that LaMMratoTy .exaMiraton of the billet removed from- King .has establlhM

that the.bOl!et(.sOuldLha8eJSSn■flradl from tgejifleJ&MadL .. -- 
■, near the scene, howewrrdui*to orttMta ItiaSTbcTsai^ 
• that it was actually fixed from this on* rife; invssU^aili ■

.. . has determined that .'the rife was obtained, in the Btmdgham -
area on. 3/30/^63 by an individual giving the name of Harvey ' " 

< - Lowneyer; -and that the binoculars farad in the a:pp»rbag . ~
- .were purchased in geapbLa# TranraMe* on the afTerioom of - L 

/ ' 4/488. / f ,
" m n»*win« deals do nnawwMW.--';//'-. 
■ ■ .lett*reiad -iii^^ .
: . -The ^i»ii.vhlu^ using Ree SB at theHlphwuse had

' sivan the same of John Wilted. invwMiatoni has- eimiMed. -
, . . John Hurt Hiatardk FBI Number 836 454-C as- being- the . '. ' .. 

, . Individual who. was at the fophone HmukL an his shireiMK -
have been accounted for dating the- pertment period*

■ • ■ ■ . A.-check oraft airlies./ ml^ •
. Bimilghaut area has determined that an individual using the “

name or W. J. Lemeyajr made t»jephe»ic tmeraaRn'at Southern - 
AirHu*^ Birmingham, for travel’ OR 3/2788 torn BinBlagamr ' : ,to Minneapolis,' Miantsota* . LRrow never appeared for fight . ■ - and. .gave piaceswl contact as ParGgMi House and Airport ■ ' ■ 

.MUUtBirMngkam, Jnveatliafi’©#,1MM to locate Lehaaar- 
no- guest. Recode of Wits Atrinea Hidleate .that on 3/27/^68 -' . 

. ■ W. J. Lawyer ■purchisiHdl 4Mkefc for flight from BiMhimi ■. .
■ E^Ue:. '. 

c^wier v 
(11) CMTMt e OVER
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' Nenorandoa Rowes' toDeXoaoh ■ ' :
set mm or martin luther im, jr.

- esconeJOJeaPhs then jeavWMemMh enw^^
- and thereater space on Northwest AirUie from Caw to 

MiMMsMliSg 'Minnesota^ ^Mhe personnel at Btmn.g<am 
unable io may if leWyer traveled to MlttMsK*li#f but can

. state ths individual did pass through gate for fight to " 
NomW- This Mates being thoroughly Checked out. . .

’ ACTION: ■.-.■. ■ ’ ‘

' ; . . 1. Attached is n l+terlMad nemoiraadtM for the ■•
Wh** •■*«*» the Attorney GmmmsI, the Depity Attorney Geer*], 
and the Civil Rights Division.

; _ . *< MMat'me»MtaM«ii is co#tiaoi«f on a tap ■ priority basts. \- . ; : , .c \ •_•

- a
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In Reply, Pease' Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

.April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTN LUTHER KING, JR.

.Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the 
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting’type bullet of Remington- 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired.from the 
rifle found on April 4,1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. lute to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot , 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular .rillt. .

’It has been determined that the riflt was obtained.in • 
.Birmiggham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero ’
Marine Supply Company in Birmiggham have advised that an individal 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W ' " 
Remington rffk on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted ’ 
on the rffe at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsnn to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rffe to the store and exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The -scope was then mounted on the 
second riflt by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is ■ 
fictitious, as is the address given by'him. ’ .

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the .riflt. .

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Campe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Aimis, 162 South Main Street, .Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals rtsponsibte for this , 
murder. -

I am advised also that the Memphis Police'Department is 
utilizmg its full -facilities to solve this crime. . ,
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In,Reply. Pease Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

. , - . April.6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the 
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington- 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from'the 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilatton of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle. -

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in 
Birmiggham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmtngtam have advised that an individual 
using thie name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W . 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rfHe to the store and exchanged.it for a Remington , 
760 Model . 30-016 caliber*. The scope was then mounted on the ' 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is . 
iictiiioui, as is the address given by him. ’ ‘

.Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rffle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Temressee. *

' The fun investigation is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify,the individual or individuals responsible for this ' 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is 
utilizmg its full facilities to solve this crime. , .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE: 
federal bureau of investigation

.In Repy, Please Refer to , WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No.

v April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the .
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal-jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington- 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifte. <

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in 
Birmiggtam, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero 
Marne Supply Company in .Birmiggaam have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rifte to the store and exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber*. The scope was then mounted on the 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is ,
fictitious, as is the address given by him. ,

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being, 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsive for this 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is 
utilizmg ills full facilities to solve this crime.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN'VESTICATOON

-In Reply. Mew Refer to , WASHINGTON, H.C. 20535
File No. • ,_ - April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KNG, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet -removed from the 
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has estabisshed that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington- 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilaton of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this ‘particular rffle. ‘

It has been determined that thie rifle was obtained in '
:Birrnmgham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in B.irmnnhham have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased^ caliber 243 W 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He hada Redfield scope mounted 
on the rffle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated the planned to go to • 
Wisconsrn to hunt:. The foUowing day,' March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned he rife to the store and exchanged ifor a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was them mounted on the 
second rffle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is 
fictiitous, as is the address given by him.

■ Extensive efforts are being made to iidentify the person 
who purchased the rffle. . ■

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon off April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full .investigatton is continuingand every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals ressponsfble for this 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis:-Police Department is 
uttlZiing its full facilities to solve this crime. .
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

, Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the ’
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a .30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point spirting type bullet of Remington- , 
Peter'S manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilatton of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmiggham have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W • • 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned’ to go to 
Wisconsm to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968,= Lowmeyer’ 
retarned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is 
fictitioui, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts ar,e being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars; which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

• The full investigation is continuing and every efforts being 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsive for this 
murder. ■

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is , 
utilizmg its full facilittei to solve this crime.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’ '

. Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington- 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by •
Guy Warren Canipe, Si*. Due to mutilation of the bullet;, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular-rflle.

. It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
.Birminggam, Alabama., oh March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero ‘ 
Marine Supply Company in Birnnggaam have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased* caliber 243 W ' 
Remington rifle on Mar-ch 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rffle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The:foliowing day, Mar-ch 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the ■rffle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington ,
760 Model .30-06 caliber-. The scope was then mounted on the 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name -Lowmeyer is. 
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive effor-ts ar-e being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rffle.

The binoculars, which wer-e in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full Lnvestgaitinn is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is 
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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.MURDER OF MARTN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the' 
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington­

. Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the '
rUte found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by , , 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr... Due to mutilaUon of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually .fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that.the riflt was obtained in 
Birmingaam, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Empioyets of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in •Birmingtam,have advised that an indivickial 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased! caliber 243 W 
Remington rftte on Mar-ch 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope moused 
on the rfUe at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsm to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rftte to the store and exchanged it for a Remington ,
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the ’ '
second riflt by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is 
iictiiipui, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rUte. .

The binoculars, which wer-e in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, wer-e purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Ax-ms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Ttnnesstt. ,

The full investi^ttonte continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsive for this 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is 
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime. ’
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