UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFI JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer o . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 10,1968 " " v

Y

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr,, on April 4, 1968 1s proceedmO' on a top priority

basis,

, It has been determined that a pair of pliers. believed
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve '
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los:Angeles hardware store,
When the pliers were recexved by the store they were placed
in a bargain barrel near the front door; One pair remained
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees’ do not recall any - k
sales of this item but an extensive'review is being made of ,
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers,.

Klansmen, members of other hate groups, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type
are being treated as suspects, Their,recent whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fingerprints are
being checked against the latent fmgerprmts that have been
developed durmg this mvestlgatmm ‘

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical '
investigative approach to quickly bring this matter toa
satisfactory conclusion,
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A

'MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All 1nvest1gat10n into the murder of Martin Luther ,;
King, Jr,, on April 4, 1968, is proceedmg on a top priority
basis,

It has been determined that-a. pair of pliers beheved
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve B
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware store., ”
When the pliers were recewed by, the store they were placed ;
in a bargain barrel near the front door, . One pair remained
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees do not Tecall any
sales of this item but an extensive review is being made of
credit sales records for any mention of ‘such pliers,

Klansmen, members of other hate groups, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type .
are being treated as suspects, Their recent whereabouts and - -
activities are being determined and their. fmoerprmts are
being checked against the latent fmcrerprmts that have been ’
developed durmd this mvest1gat10m - L

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical =
investigative approach to quickly bring thxs matter toa
satisfactory conclusion, .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF ‘I‘NVESTIGATIONI

In Reply, Please Refer io WASHINGTON, D.C, 20535

File No.
April 10, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther .
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceedmg ona top pr1or1ty
basis,

It has been determined-that a pair of phers beheved
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve -
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware store,
When the pliers were recexved by | the store they were placed
in a bargain barrel near the front door, One pair remained
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees do not recall any
sales of this item but an extensive review 'is being made of
credit.sales records for any mention of such pliers,

‘Klansmen, merbers of other hate groups, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type.
are being treated as suspects, Their recent whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fingerprints are .
being checked against the latent fingerprints that have been

t

developed during this investigation, -

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical .
investigative approach to quickly bring thzs matter toa
satisfactory conclusion, ‘. .
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F ile No.

U\ITED STATES DEPART\(ENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASH!NC-"X‘QN. D.C. 20535
April 10,1968

A

'MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, |

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceedmg on a top priority -
basis, .

It has been determined that a pair of phers beheved
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve A
purchased in October, 1966 by a Los Angeles hardware: storee
When the pliers were recewed by the. store they were placed
in a bargain barrel near the front door, One Ppair remained
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees, do not recall any
sales of this item but an extensive review is bemb made of .
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers, T

Klansmen, members of other hate groups’, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type
are being treated as suspects, Their recent whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fingerprints are
being checked against the latent fingérprints that have been’ -
developed during this investigation, -~ < )

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing.every other logical
investigative approach to quickly bring thxs matter to a
satisfactory conclusion,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN:T OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, P Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No.

April 10, 1968

\

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All investigation into the murder of Martm Luther 2
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceedmg on a top pr1or1ty
basis, .

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve "

purchased in October, 1966, by a.Los Angeles hardware ‘store, o

When the pliers were recezved by the store they were placed T
in a bargain barrel near the front door,.,One pair remained |,
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees do not recall any
sales of this item but anextensive review is bemg made of
credit sales records for any mention of such pherso

Klansmen, members of other hate groups, and all”
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type
are being treated as suspects, Their recent whereabouts and .
activities are being determined and their fingerprints are
being checked against the latent fingerprints that have been
developed during this investigation, " - S

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical
investigative approach to quickly bring thxs matter to a
satisfactory conclusion, ,
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UNITED ‘STATES.—pEPARTMENT OF ]US'i'lCE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHXNGTON. D.C. »2053.2

File No.
o April 10, 1968

§

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luither
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceedmO' on a top prlonty S
basis, -

It has been determined that a palr of pliers believed
to have been abandoned by the kxller was one of twelve .. . o
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware store. "
When the pliers were rece).ved by the store they-were placed , '
in a bargain barrel near the front door. One paxr remamed
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees do not recall any
sales of this item but an extensive review is bemo made of
credit sales records for any mention of such phers°

Klansmen, members of other hate groups, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type
are being treated as suspects, Their recent’ whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fm«erprmts are
being checked against the latent fmgerprmts that have been
developed during this investigation;, = e :

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical
investigative approach to quickly brmg this matter toa
satisfactory conclusion, :
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In Reply, Please Re‘fer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

wasﬁxkc’rox.‘n.c._ 20535
April 10, 1968

A

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968,: is proceedmg on a top priority
basis, .

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve -
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los’ ‘Angeles’ hardware store,
When the pliers were recezved by the store they were, placed
in a bargain barrel near the front door, One pair remained’
in the barrel on April 8, 1968, Employees do not recall any
sales of this item but an extensive revzew is bemg made. of_.
credit sales records for any mentmn of’ such pliers,

Klansmen, members of other hate.groups, and all
persons known.to have a potential for a crime of this type.
are being treated as suspects; Their recent whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fmgerprmts are =
being checked against the latent f1n°'erpr1nts that have been
developed during this investigation, - - W ‘

In addition to the lines of investigation descrxbed
above, we are vigorously pursumd every other logxcal
investigative approach to quxckly brmg this matter toa
satisfactory conclusion, "
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All Supervisors working on the above-entitled case should be sure
to specifically request that any FBI prints be checked againgthe
related service records by Ident. The reason for this being that
the FBI numbered prints are not automatically checked against this
fileo = ! - !

AR:WW
@ -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




*Ssr i

6-110 (Rev. 1-3-68)
FEDERAL BURFAU OF I ATION
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

) 1968
___Mr. Rosen ____Mrs. Adkins
___Mr. Malley ___Miss Dougherty
___Mr. Bolz ___Miss Bggleston
___Mr. McGowan ~__Mrs. Feeley
___Mr. Scatterday __ Miss Walsh
Mr. Shroder Miss Wright

Mr. Cavanaugh,

4239

Mr. Morrell,
4718

___Foreign Liaison

Jdent Division
Mechanical Sec.
Recoxrds Branch
Stat. Section

I

___Place on Record
and Retum
Please .Redate
Please Handle
Please Initial .
Please See Me
Please Call Me

___Note & Retum
—__Note File # and

‘Retuxrn R/S
! ___Search, Review
& Retumn

C. L. MC GOWAN

SUPERVISOR
2713
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

i T T A ETTRST: o Sy £ e W T s o S

- o S April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr, E
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mvestwahon W1th all
possible dxhgence and dispatch, L ey

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless .
suspects are bemg processed and physwal evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subj ect 1mmed1ately
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify =
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the kxllmg.

In addition to active investigative efforts th'roughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
D1V1sxon are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation

will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved, «
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In Reply, Please Refer to -
< File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE )

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

T April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ’
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mvestlgahon with all
possible d111gence and dispatch, =~ | , "

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physmal evidence is’being
traced, .

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zlpper

“bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal -

f/‘"jl". v
R

items were apparently abandoned by the subject 1mmed1ate1y 4
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify -
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing,

In addxtlon to active investigative efforts throughout

the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification

D1V1sxon are continuing to- make exhaustzve tests of ewdence
obtained, -

You may be completely assured that this investigation

will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved, ,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Repl)' Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 2033$5

File No.
) April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,"

In connection with the murder of Martm Luther ng, Jr,,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mvestz,gatxon thh all
possible dxhgence and dispatch, .-

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physmal ev:;dence is being
traced,

, A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to 1dent1fy
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing,

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identmcahon
D1V1swn are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained, .

You may be completely assured that this 1nvest10at1§>n

will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE o
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to . WASH!NQTON. D.C. 20335
File No.

“April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther ng, Jr, ,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mvestzgatxon withall
possible dmgence and dispatch, .

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physmal evidence is being
traced, :

_ A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject 1mmed1ate1y

after the shooting. Extensive efforts are - being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of 1dent1fymg and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing,

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout |
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis untzl the matter has been
finally resolved‘, : .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335

File No.
April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible dxhgence and dispatch, .

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physical evidence is being
traced, °

A rifle, believed to be the murder'weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing,

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation

will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved, :
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

"UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . ‘
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘'WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335

" "April 9, 1968 '

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther ng, Jr,,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mveshgatxon thh all
possible dihgence and dispatch, . : .

The mveshgatlon is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physzcal evidence is bemg
traced, .

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of.personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of 1dent1fy1no' and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing,

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification -
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained, .

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved,

i
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56 o - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASBlNlc'rON. D.C. 20535

File No.
’ April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER .KING; JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, J r. ; .
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mvestlgatmn with all
possible d111gence and dispatch,

The investigation is nationwide in scope‘as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A nfle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper -
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the sub]ect immediately )
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing, -

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
vazslon are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence -
obtained,

%

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Textile Marking Machine has stated omly a ilmited number of
machines have been which print launiry marks ia this
manner. Investigstion is on an expedited basis to locate these
machines for the purpose of the laundry marks.

Rieharé fm, Director of the Central Agency, has
furnished the Ceontral Ageacy llle on iobert Zrvia i ramer,
M. B,, Berkeley, Californin, vhom: Helm considers a ‘beesase of
his resembisace to sn artiat’s conseption of the subject and beomae of the
“entral Intelilgence # 3 experience with i ramer. The Central

\ 2
/Y!%/ CONTINUED - OVER
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Central Intelligence Agency, 1/18/68, advising

record of Eramer found in Bureau files is a
us of his letters to the Central Intelligence Agency. No record can be
whawmumwmm

Miemorandum to My, Del.oach
EE: MURKIN

The only
memorandu from the

RO RN
mwmw i i)
il e i
m_m i 1 ..MT
u.m.m Th m_wmm i
m_ .m “mmmn .ﬁz _ .“...
_: il __ i 1

CONTINUED PAGE THREE

the rifle is identical with a latent fingerprint found on the binoculars. This
presents a strong probability that these fingerprints are those of the subject.
.’.
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGCATION . . , !

In Reply, Please Re'!e”o WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.
April 9, 1968 T T T T T

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the mveshgatlon with all - e
possible dxhgence and dispatch, :

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are bemg processed and physmal evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a mpper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal ,
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately | ‘
after the shooting, Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons réesponsible for the killing, .

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
D1V1sxon are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis untxl the matter has been
finally resolved‘, .
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Mr. Blghop 4-3-68 / M
. ‘{7 ' |

M. A, Jones

INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
ON TV PROGRAM "MEET THE PRESS"
SUNDAY, 4-7-68

On Sunday afternoon, 4-7-68, the Attamey General (AG)
appeared on "Mest the Press, ™ and was interviewed by s panel madewp -
of various news correspondents, moderated by Lawrence Spivak, concern-
ing the slaying of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the resulting xiots through-
out our country. Some of the pertinant questions asked the AG and his
mﬁeues, including two queatk)ns about the ¥BI, follow in chrmolbgical
order.

The first question asked the AG wasvhcther the Justice
Department knew the name of the raan who killed Xing, The AG replied
by stating that there is » Jarge amount of physical evidence and that
ballistic tests have been made on the weapon that allegedly was used to
kill Xing. mAGnlsonotedsgl tominquiry, th&t&emwm
evidence of more than one per involved in this slaying.

A statement was then made by.m of the panelists 1o the

effact thatXing espoused civil disobedience and was urging this upcoming

maxch on Washington and the panelist wanted to know if this was a good iden
now. The'AG replied by stating it 18 not a2 good 1dea to have a march on
Washington at thie time as it could be very risky, and advised that any
demonstrations should be held within the law and atter an assurance of
mmimum;-iskohiohnce.

~=  ‘The statement was made by & panelist that "we are a Nation
of laws yet there are strong rumors of concentration camps for Negroes. "
The AG advised that these rumors are false, that there are no concentration
campsaadthatmvmﬂdn'thwuysuchcam " 3 qsa‘* V90

‘The AG was then nslmd whether the Federal Government would
turn over to the State of Tennessee for prosecution the slayer of Kieg, since
this was & murder and murder wag not & Fedoral offense. Tha-AGxeplied”
that the State of Tennesses ig very anxious to prosecute the slayer of Martin
‘Luther King and although no definite decigion has been made yet he felt that
1 =« Mr, DeLoach 1 - Mr, Sulllvan
A - 111!. ma 1 - X"ﬁ.‘- m

2r. Rosen K 1 ~AMr. c‘mr " ONTINUED-GVER 4,.\‘\ \

JCFiemt/mls/cs
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Jones to Bishop Memo
REs INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEY GENEHAL

the prosemuim of the slayer of King might be turned over to Ternessae,
In response to the inguiry as to what is the expectad time for arrest of
the slayer, the AGnoted that he could not say.

The AG waas next asked as to his reaction to the siatement
attributed to Stokely Carmichael for the Negroes te "get guns and go out
on the street." The AG advised this {8 sulcidal,ithas not happened ‘
{Negroes getting guna and going out on the streets) and will not happen, .
‘The AG alsc pointed out that if Carmichael has committed a erime against
the Federsl Government he will be prosecuted to the 1imit of the Jaw, In
response to the inquiry, Do you have the man who killed Dr. King on the
run or are you checklng various organizations, " the AG replied that we have
dtﬁemm%mmm“mmewm;)&nnu did two

Y8 230,

The AG was then asked if ¥BI Agents were assigaed to -
protect King in Memphin., The AG stated that the FBI had & limited
survelllance on Dr. Xing but that the FBI does not have jurjsdiction to offer

protection to Xing or any other Negro leaders. He noled that there was a
" "heavy presence’ of ¥BI Agents in Memphis kut that they had no authority
to protect Dr. King. A question was then asked of the AG to the effect that
if there was & "heavy Federal presence” in Memphix how was it possible for
the killer of Tr. King to escape, The AG noted that this was & carefully
planned assauil on Dr. King. In response to the inquiry as to why this
"Federal presente’ did not advise Dr. King as o the dangers and rigks
involvad in his being in Memphis, the AG noted that Dr. Xing was fully ‘
aware of the dangers aud risks hut that he still insisted on belug in Memphis.
There then Iollowed a general discussion concerning the police allowing
looting to take place in Washinglon, D. C., at the heginning of this disorder.
The AG disagreed with some of the views givea by various panelisis and noted -
that the Metropolitan Police Depariment acted firmly bot did not over react.
He atated that the local police had good {raining, did a good job and gave »
good performance when all factors were considered, espetially since they
were undermanndd,

The AG also noted that in conmection with the rioters, there did
not appoear to be any ceniral trainisg or organized rioting by the individuals
involvéed. He also noted that prospests for costrol of the sale of firearms in
our country today should be much betier and that the Faderal Government and
State Covernments should act at once to enact proper legislation in this fleld.

RECOMMENDATION:
For Director's information.

-2
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Mr, DeLodch April 8, 1968

: i - Mr. DeLoach
.A. Rosen 1 - iir. Rosen
- - . wan
LIURKIN ‘ - Mr, MeDonough
1% Mr, Long
- Mr. Martindale
1 *~Ml'. B‘M

In connection witk the investigation into the murder of
«dartin Luther King, Jr., 4/4/68, it is noted that a ritle which is
believad (o be the murder weapon and 3 s:mall bag containing various
germf:g’s have been recovered after apparently being abandoned
y the , - :

Attached is a set of colored photographs ahowing these items. |

1t is noted that the rifle which is believed to be the murder
‘weapon has been traced to a retail gun dealer in Birmingham, Alabama,
who sold the weapon on 3/30/68 to au individual using the nanie of
Harvey Lowmeyer. This individual gave an improper address and
it appears most likely that the name he used is fictitious. A

In the attached photographs ig a picture showing a tee shirt
and a pair of shorts that were in a small sipper bag. Both of these
items bear laundry marks on red tags which were prepared by &
Thermo 3eal marking machine. It is noted that the front end of these
marking tapes have been cut on the bias and the manufacturer of
these machines hag advised that this peculiarity indicates the Javndry :
marks wers made by one of only five or severn machines that have E
been manufactured by this company. The records of the manufacturer
are being checked on an expedite basis to identify the laundries using 3
these particular machines and they will be immediately contacted as 7 }
8001 as their locations are known. /z:l‘ix’ ] ‘

Also included fn the attached photographs ix a picture of 2 '
blanket or a bedspread which was wrapped around the rifle when it was
recovered. This appears to be the type of blanket or bedspread often
used by motels and extensive investigation iz underway in Tennesasee,
Alabaroa, and 2lississippi in an effort o identify the source of this item. {

b

E

‘Enclosures

WLMEJMirmr (D) CONTINUED ~ OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



R - N -
- . )
py il
- ~ -
¢ . . N

Memorandum to 3r. Dsloach

' RE: MURKIN

~ The attached photograph showing binoculars, tollet articles -
and other personal items found ia the blue zipper kit shows two cans of
- Schlits beer. These beer cans bear Mississippl tax stamps. These
heer cans algo have certaln numbers on one end of the can which
may afford a possible means of identifying the distributer through
whom the beer was sold. Photographs showing these markings have
been sent to the Jackson Division, which is making every effort to
trace the cans of beer.

~ In addition to the specific items detailed above, extensive
investigation is underway throughout the field to trace sach of the
items that was found with the rifle, whick is believed to be the

ACTION:

All phases of this in \
oantop phc;:m vmmwmmlypw
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335

File No.
April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehensmn of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being -
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335

File No. - - -
" April 8; 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr, 3
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehensmn of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and’
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence ‘that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons consxdered capable
of this crime because of their past actwmeso

] Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
v;gorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as'possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Please Refer to w,\sux,jc'ro.\'. D.C. 20335

File No.
T April 8,71968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the.identification and apprehensmn of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is bemc steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons cons:.dered capable
of this crime because of their past acthtxeso

Every logical avenue of mve,stxgatzve approach is being | '
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Replf. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.
April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jx.,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the ¥BI are committed to the 1dent1f1catxon and apprehenswn of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large mimber of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

‘Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335

File No. '
April 8, 1968

/
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jx,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and anprehenswn of
the person or persons responsible, )

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition-to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

Every logical avenue of investigative ;app‘roacli is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335
File No. '

April 8, 1968 -
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of ,
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition to -
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities, '

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as po‘s_sibleo
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In Reply, Please Refer to *

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335

April 8, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,,
is proceeding on a ‘top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehenswn of.
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and |
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects, In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Rq@_rlm“ Refer * WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 .
File No. ; Co e
© April 6, 1968 T

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that itis a .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by .
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in-
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Bzrmmcrham have advised that an mmvxdqal

. using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W =
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted °
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeye_r
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it fOr a ‘Remingto’n
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fxctmous as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to 1dent1fy the person
who purchased the rifle. :

The binoculars, wiich were in thé ‘zipper bag-found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the mdxvm‘ual or mdxvmuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing .its full facilities to solve this crime.
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

... .April 6, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed-from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that itisa .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-

Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the

rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr Due to mutilation of the bullet, 1t cannot
be stated that it was acmally fzred from this particular nﬂe -

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero

‘Marine Supply Company in ermmcham have advised that an individual -

using the name of Harvey. Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W ‘
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. TLowmeyer indicated he planned to go to ’
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remmgton ,

760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was, then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is.
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to 1dent1fy the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by

-Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York

Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The {ull investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this '
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

An Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968 -
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it isa .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. ‘Employees-of Aero
‘Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an mdividuag
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W '
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968.-.He had a Redfield scope mounted:
on the rzﬂe at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, iLowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Re‘mingto_n
760 Model .30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him. :

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle. .

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the 1nd1v1dual or mdxvxduals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
* utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet.removed.from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has establishzd that it is a . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have bezen fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of tthe shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr Dae to mutilation of the bullet, 1t cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particilar rxfle

It has been determined that the riflewas obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Sapply Comoany in ermmcham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased:a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1988. He hada Redfield scope rmounted
on the rzfle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he plannéd to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it:zfor a Remingt‘o’n
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was them:mounted on the
second rifle by the.store. 1t appears that the rime Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

- Extensive efforts are being made to jidentify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the ziipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon off April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing.amnd every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individnals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis FPolice Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it isa . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft pomt sporting type bullet of Remington- |
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it'cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

- It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968, Employees of Aero ‘
Marine Supply Company in BlrmmOham have advised that an individual -
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remmcrton rifle on'March 29, 1968. He hada Redfield scope mounted
on the rxﬂ_e at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968; Lowmeyer'
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it,for a Remingtojn
760 Model .30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store.' It appears that the-name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars; wnich were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon'of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The {full investigation is continuing and every effort is veing
mace to identify the individual or individuals responsxble for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is |
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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File No.
| April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
boay of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft pomt sporting type bullet of. Remmcrton—
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was-actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rxﬂe was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. 'Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in ermmgham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchaseda caliber 243 W '
‘Remmcton rifle on March 29, 1968. He hada Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. ILowmeyeﬁr indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle fo the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model . 30-06 caliver. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is.
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, wiich were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

Iam advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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File No.
" April 6; 1968 °

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

i

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the:
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr.. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it'was actually fired from this particular rxfle

It has been determined that the rifle was obtamed in
Birmingham, Alabama, on.March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in ermmcham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remmcrton rifle on March 29, 1968. He hada Redfi€ld scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he plannedto go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. Thé scope was then mounted on the °
second rifle by the store. It appears that the mme Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, wiich were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphxs, Tennessee

The full investigation is contmum« and every effort is being
macde to identify the mdwzdual or mdwxduals responsible for this
murder.

Iam advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve t;xis crime. ’
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