
Mr. Deloach April#, 1968

A. Rosen

MURKIN

1 - Mr. Deloach
1 - Mi. RosesI- Mr. Maney
L- Mr. McGowan

(V- Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. SMMvan
1- Mr. Bishop
I - Mr. Mohr
1- Mr. Caltaan

the ease involving the murder of Martin Lather King, Jr., in Memphis 
Tennmsee,, on 4/4/t^, it is felt that the code same MURKIN should be 
utilized in order to more ei^ieMntly handle the mat This code word 
has been checked though the indices and these is so prior record of

action:
This code name WH be netted to all inia--lUiMaM comment­

cations retang to this specific ease.

ATteMe 
00)
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.■ •■ Hr - ’

\ Mr. BeioMch ’Am-6, #e<

_ A. Easen’
1 - Etc. mw .

1 - Mr. taid7 
: . X - Er. COlvan L '

Presdent. theiwanef Gee#, the Deputy Attorney Genm. ■ • 
- and the Civil Right:® Division setting forth in£omatlin developed
- .iodate. It is polnted oct'in themmoiandim tMt LaWat^ 

' •examination of the bunetremovedfiom King has -estattisihM ■
- that {helmet could have been med from the rifle found '■■ 

- near the scene,.however. de® towna&on it-daam*.ba sated ' •

’ • 4/4/08.

'. given the name of John 'V
■ John HUbsm Ward,»

Room 5B at the flophouse 'and - - 
. ■ &vestigatoMi has etmnaed? ;

■ have beenaccounted for during 'the'pertW period. 7 '

namo Of W. 3. Lawyer made telephonic' reservation at Southern 
t AirUees* BDmnigham for -travel OR 3/27/68 from Birmingham ; \ •

: ■ V. Ju-Lehseyer purchased u<ket for flight from mmtaham ■ ■ •

.Enlowe :

* Up OVER, ;
.^t

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATT ON . ‘ .

hRepfy.PleaeRfrto . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 \ ’
’ File No. . . : ■

. . - April 6, 1968.

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

■ Laboratory, examination of the bullet removed from the 3
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point spotting type bullet of Remington- . 
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the ; 
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of thie shooting by ■ 
Guy Wari-en Canipe, Sr. Due to' mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in ,. . 
Birmingham,’Alabama, on March 30,. 1968. Employees of Aero ' 
Marine Supply Company in Birminhham have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer pur-chased a caliber 243 W .
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to ‘ 
Wisconsm to hunt. The following day, Mar-ch 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rfllt to the store and exchanged it for a Remington , • 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the., .
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is . . . 
fictiiious, as is the address given by'him. . , .

Extensive efforts are being ma.de to identify the person 
who purchased the rffle. , ' ;

The binoculars, which wer-e in the zipper bag found by ' 
Canipe, wer-e purchased.during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

'' The full investigation its continuing and every effort its being 
ma.de to identify the individual or individuals responsive for this 
murder-. ' . . . . . .

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is . 
utilizini its full facilities to solve this crime. : .
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imides Roses to Deloach
■ Re MURDED OF MARTIN LuthER KING,. JE .

. . enroute to Memphis then leaving Memphis euroute to Chicago . - 
and thereafter space on-Northwest Aj?in» from Chte«^ to 

■ Klmrsapois Minnesota. ■ Airline personnel at Birmingham .
. • unable to say 11 Lehneyer traveled to tisneoptii*, but can • 

state this Mirdua! did pass, through, gate for fight to - 
- Memphis- This matter -being thoroughly' checked out. . ■ .

Acpon- 
-------1. AttMhedto aJtettrrbad Kemorsndhni for the

Shit© House, the Attorney Genes!, the Depity Attorney General 
and the Civil Rights Division. . - . ,

. . 2- All-out investigation is continuing on a top■ priority basis. :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC ATOOA* .

In Reply. Weas'Refer to WASHINGTON', D.C. 20535 -
File No. '

_ . , . ,Aprils, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

' Laboratory examination of the bullet-removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington- 

■ Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the .
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet,, it cannot .
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular-Efte.

It has been determnxed that the rifle was obtained in ,
Birmnggham, Alabama, on'March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer pur-chased a caliber 243 W 
Remington riflt on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The foltowing day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer 

' returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760'Model. 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the 
second rffe by the store. It appears that the name'Lowmeyer is 
iictiiK)ui, as is the address given by him.

.Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rffe. '

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, wer-e pur-chased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Str-eet, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigattton is continuing and ever-y effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsive for this ■ 
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is 
uttlizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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1-Mr. Coarad-Enc. 
l-Mr. FautUxEEac.

„ _ . 1-OHlc#, TUS-'Ene.
Mr. Conrad 4-5-88

R. H. Jevon#

UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
also known as John Wllar-d;
MAHLTOi LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS

Sixtyeight Items were received from the Memphite Office toddy 
; to connection with this case. They consisted of a bulleJLlom theJlcUmS 1 

body, a. 30-06 Springfield caliber Remington "Gamemaster'’ alide-action 1 
rifle, Model 760, Serial Number 401476, with a Redfield telescope sight 
attached, bearing Serial Number A17350, several loaded. 30-06 caliber 
caUldge»of both comrnwcUl^ military types, a bedspread, a <
suitcase containing numerous toilet articles, maps, a newspaper secthm, 
a binocular, towel, handkerchief, a pair of socks, two cans of beer, 
pur-chased in Mississippi, and several mUhoeUneeois Items. in addition

I to the above, three twenty-dollar bills were submitted for fingerprint I
\ examination.

,Tht b^et from King*# body Is* .30 caliber metal-Meted, 
soft point, sporthg type rifle bullet, similar in all remaining characteristics 
to toebaflete in five of the loaded cartridges found in the suitcase referred 
to above. This suitcase was recovered by the Memphis Police Department 
after being abandoned in the vicinity of 424 South Main Street. A cartridge 
case found In this suflease was Identified as having been fired in the 
Remington rffe referred to above which was also abandoned at this address

_ Based oa generalising impressions, the- bullet from King's body 
could have been fired from the Remington rfe but due to mutitaiOni of 
the bullet, insefflciwt marks of value for identtficatton remain and it was '
not possible to determine* definitely whether or not the fatal bullet came 
from this rWa This conclusion was reached independently by three of 
the laboratory's ftoearrns examiners. 
Enclosure 
1-Mr. Tolson 
l-Mr. Mohr 
1-Mr. Deloach 
l-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Bishop 

Martindale .
i-Mr. Trotter 

RAF:nlb (ll) 
(CONTINUED - OVER)
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
Re: UNKNOWN OBJECT; 
also known as John wiHSrd; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 
VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS

The Memphis Office jt^Md the Laboratory to determine 
the sources of many of the items submitted. These examhatonyt 
are going forward Some of the Uema submitted contained hair and 
foreign fibers of possible value for comparison with suspects hair 
and clothing; however, to dote, we have received no suspect's hair 
or ctofcng for compar-uon.

All hair's recovered to date are of Caucasian origin rather 
than of Negroid or other origin
- AUmaerialra^vedhobeeaphotogriphadandw^
han been or is being examined for latent fiagerpHst#.

The Memphis f ce is being fwnLhed a teletype concerning 
the firearm! hair and fiber, soil and document examinaionia toddy.

ACTION: None. For teformstionu
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.Mr. >k C<SULUW , 77 ' U April 5, : 1968

G. C’Mx«re.<./.\..:.

- ASSASSINATIONOFMARTIO LUTHER ' : 7 -i

< KING, APRIL 4, 1968 7 : •

; • 7At 3:30 a.m., Apil 5, 1968, Special Agent James F. 7
, McGuire,/Night Suppevisor, Domestic Intelligence Division, ;

; received a teSephone call from Mr. ZebiuLonStridsannd, of ; :
' Falifix Ounty, Virginia, teSejmonenumber 356-8826. > /

- ; Mr. Strickland appeared disturbed and confused, indlcatiig >
' that he had a .44 and a .45 revolver,- and felt Ike shooting <v?;

. someone.. Subsequuenly, he insiseed he was not going to......... . ? - 5
■ . shoot anyone. . '

7 It was determined that Strickannd is liseed in - - - < ,
\ - Buf.iles as a Chronic Comialnant*The. Virginia teeephone :

, directory liseed his address as "1045 Carpr,” McLean, . 7 /
s ■ Virginia;; ' ,? \ c-';'7

, . . \ / At 3j58 p.m^ April 5, 1968, the above information -
/ was furnsshed to Senior Resident Agent Jessie Haait Arinngton, :

Viiliiia, R<esidsit Agency, who was instructs to furnish the ■
• < inOc>elatton to the appropriate poUcs department.; / ? ; ?

■ .ACTION:''-7'./. '

Foriifomatton<, _ ‘ •

■ ABFUb 
/(6) < 7

? / 1 - Mr. W; C. SuLlivan
Uff/Mr. A. Rosen : .

. . 7a<l Mr. G. c. Moore
. < 1- Mr. J. F. MctGiire
, - l;-'Mr;,A. B..Fulton 7
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April 5,1968

1 $ Mr. DeLoach

CIVIL RIGHTS

~- Mr.MeGowan
^-MfeWoiiMght

1-M.SUta»

was found near the scene of the shooting and the box which was with the 
rifle to asupply company inBirmfagharn, AUhama. Therifleinquestion 
was sold on Saturday, 3/30/68, toan individual giving the name of 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 1907SoBuh11taS^ .Alabaman This
appears to be aficttto«sname b^ the BUraigham Office is conttautog 
thorough investigatlox! to identify the purchaser. > * * :thor»oi^|h ^»»est^at^n •idenwey pmvMMse*v

Company, 5701 Airport Highway, Birrniaglaim,Alabama, hadonFrdfcy, 
3/29/68, sold to Harvey Lowmeyer a .2143 caliber Model 700 Remington :
rifle. He indteahd he wanted to go hunting inWisconstaand had the

The followingday, Saturday, 3/30/68, the individual returned 
taegun atattag thattt was not the type rifle he wanted and he obtained a 
Model 760, .30-06 caliber Remtagtonrlfle, serail number 461476. At 
that time he ddcd obaln a box of shells and had the Redfield scope removed

Lowmeyerisa ficmtous name and eflortsarebetag made, toildentify the 
purchase of the gun. Lowmey«ris de»crbxd as white male, 36 years 
.otage, 5 feet 8 inches tail, weighing between 150 and160 pounds. \ -

The rifle whlchwaa obtained on3/29/68and retained on3/30/68 
together with the box in which It-was returned are being obtained by the

’ACTIONS
You will be advised of perttaent developments inthis matter.v

CLMvea (9)
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

ASAC Halter advised that the York Arms Company is 
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from which 
the fhial shot was fired.

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he felt that 
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough 
to be of assisibuKe in the preparation of an artist's conception, 
and he s^Uted that he felt he was.

ACTON:..

, It is recommended that a qualified reprosentative from
.the Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an 
artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars 
at the York Arms Company.

-2-
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Deloach

A. Rosen

April5, 1968 ; ?
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Maley •■

- Mr. McGowan
- UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ' 7 X Mr. Long _ '

REV'. MARTIN LUTHER KNG, JH. * VICTIM , 1 - Mr. Caltahan
: • CIVILRIGHTS . ’ \ \ ■

ASACClifton Halter of the Memphis Office telephonicaHy - ^
advised that a check with the York Arms Company, 162 South Maia 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, developed that a salesmansold aseL
of binoculars similar to those recovered after the shooting to an

white manat approximately 4:00p.m. yesterday
afternoon* W«8*

The salesman recaiedl that the individualin question 
inquired about a set of binoculars and when he was referred to 
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high. 
At that point the clerk recalled that he had an inexpensive set of 

v binoculars in the window, which be t;ook out of the window in order 
to make the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the 
binoculars sold to this individual was $39.95 plus $1.90 tax, which 
is identical with the amount shown on the satosreceipt recovered .

• with the bin^eulars. - ’ - ' / ' ■ ■ - . . • ’

The purchaser of. the binoculars paid for them with two 
$20bilis, one $1 bill-and some change, (t is noted thatthe rtfb 
which was found with binoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that 
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from which the shot was 
fired was also paid for witha $20 bill.)

. The salesman descritesd the purchaser of the binocular as being 
a white man, approximately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feet eleven . 
inches, 160 - 175 pounds, medium build^bkck or dark brown hair, 
combed straight back. He stated this individual had no regional

JGKirmr 
(7) CONTINUED -OVER
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Memorandtam to Mr. DeLoach
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHER K^ JR. - VICTIM

ASAC Halter advised that the York Arms Company is 
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from which 
the fatal shot was fled.

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he felt that 
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough 
' to be of asslsOnwe in the preparation of an artist's conception, 
and he stated that he felt he was. ?

ACTION: ' ' ’ ' ' '

It is i*ecoimmiended that a q.wailifled I•e^pl’esentatiire f!ro>m 
the Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an 
artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars 
at the York Arms Company. It is further recommended that while 
there this representatiee,prepared detailed diagi’a.m of the crm» scene, a

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1- Mr. MOllhy 
UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. McGowan
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. - VICTIM 1- Mr. McDonough
CIVIL RIGHTS <X*Mr. long

1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Sullivan

We have been successful in tracing the Remington rifle which 
was found near the scene of the shooting and the box which was with the 
rifle to a supply company in.Birmingham, Alabama. The HUM in question 
was sold on Saturday, 3/30/68, to an individual giving the name of 
Harvey Lowrneyer, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham AMamau This 
appears to be a fictitious name but the Birmgham Office is continuing 
thorough investigation to identify the purchaser.

The Birmingham Office determined that the Aero Marine Supply 
Company,, 5701 Airport Highway, Btrndghhua Alabama, had on FrdMy, 
3/29/68, sold to Harvey Lowrneyer a .243 caliber Model 700 Remington 
rife. He indicated he wanted to go hunting in Wisconsni and had the 
dealer mount a Redfish! scope on the rffle.

The followiig day, Saturday, 3/30/«8, the individual returned 
the gun stating that it was not the type rifle he wanted and he obtained a 
Model 760, .30-06 caliber Remington rffle, serail number 461476. At 
that time he did obtain a box of shells and had the Redfield scope removed 
from the first rifle and mounted on the .30-06 caliber rifle.

Birmingham Office has advised that it appears that the name 
Lowrneyer is a ffctitous name and efforts are being made to identify the 
purchaser of the gun. lowmeyer is described as white male, 36 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 laches tall, weighing between! 150 and 160 founds.

The riflte which was obtained on 3/29/68 and returned on 3/30/68
together with the box in which it was returned are being obtained by the 
Birmingham Office and wU be flown into the Bureau to be examined for

1

ACTON
You will be advised

CLMiven (9)
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Apil ®, 1968Mr. W C. SiilvaMi

G. C,5 Moore...

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, APRIL 4, 1968 ; > /

< \ / At ‘11530 p.mo ; April 4, >968, Spejial Agent ; \
> / ■ Arthur B.Fulton was onduty -in .the DoaeeSic Intellieecee .

Division and received a teleptone call from one John BaSko, ,
:12601 Knowledge Lane, Bowie, Maryland, home phone 262-9502, 

. _ office phone 933-5400. . \ .

: 2 Basko advised.that at approximately 9:45 p.m., >
April 4, 1968, he was in."Johnnie Maanises* Road House in

; 6th and D Street-, Southwest, WaaSiington, D. C.," and as he 
was walking by a teeephone, he overheard a man speaki^ on .

. the phone. say "I kMed[;Mt$in\Lttter King tonight." . :

. ' / . Mr ..Basko advised thathe could not identify the . “
v ’ caur. and he c°uld only-recall: t^t hewns a white male ' ■ 

. _ we&ring a light g-ray salt-. He. did recaU that another man,. .
who was possibly with the caller, remarked that "they worked '

• . across the street." , -
- ACTION: ’

.:^; : 7 Refer/to General Investigative Division in connection
with thc assassination ofMaatinLuther King. .

ABF:1rb

/ ; 1- Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
' Q w Mr. A. Rosen ;

. 1 - Mr. G. C. Moore’.■ .
1 - Mr. A. B. Fulton , w
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A. Doson . .

. wsder of Martin l

1 - Mr. MTley 
- 1 - Mr. McGowan

HING, JR. v . 1 - Mr. MarUndT

1 - Mr. muon

has been instiuttod into the murder of Matin Luther King," Jr.,

the Attorney Genera, the Deputy Attorney Genera and the 
Civil Rights Division setting out the basic facts of the shooting 
and summarizing infojmatiQn presently available.

. The follwrnigdetaLlsdo not appear in the Icttereand

a suspect in this ease, may be identical with John lubeart 
'Willard, also known as John Hubbard Villard, FBI No. 934 454-C . 
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25M in connexion With, 
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are being

• made to immddatoly locate John.Hulbert WIiard. - \ .
; Although Manual Marcus Levi# and Alex J. Harder,

:suspects arrested by the police, were areleiused When they were 
vouched-tor by the Southern Cthistm Leadership Conference, we

ACTION:

House, the Attorney General, the Deputy AttonuyGeimal and 
’ the Cviinights Division.‘ •

2. All-out investigatitm is continuing on a top 
priority basis'. ■

Enclosure 

’ ’. elects 
(11)
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In Repy. Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT

JSTICE
■ION

il 5, 1968

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205315

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

.At approximately 6:03 p. m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther ,
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorranne Hotel and 
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the 
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was 
heard. He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead at 7:05 p. m. Death resulted from bullet damage to 
major neck vessels and the spinal cord, • .

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired _ 
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main 
Street, approximateyy 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot 
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and 
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom 
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of 
King's -room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white 
man carrymg a package approximately three feet in length and 
possibly wrapped -in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B 
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised 
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who 
gave no address, appeared at the roommg house sometime between 
3 p. m. and 3:30 p.m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying 
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as ,
quickly as possible;.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine 
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p.m. 
he heard a noise at his door-. He looked up and saw a man waling away.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A 
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small 
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being 
driven away at a high rate of speed.

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing 
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts 
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a . 30-06 
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster riHe, Model 760, serial 
number 461476. The riffle is equipped with a Redfield variable power 
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items 
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered from King’s body is also being examined 
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were 
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These 
men are Manuel Marcus -Levin and Alex J. Hurder. Both have been 
identified as civil rights worker's by toe Southern Christaan Leadership 
Conference and have been reeeeased.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is 
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for 
this murder.

- 2 -
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Ms. DeLoach

A. Roson

April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Milloy
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop

, 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. SJllWan

At th© request of the Department a full investigation 
has boon instituted into th© burder of Matin Luther King, Jr., 
at Mentis, Tennessee, on the ovening o3 6/4/68.

Attached in a lctCrreoad memorandum for the President, 
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and tho 
Civil Rights Division setting out the basic facts of the shooting 
and summrixintg iofomation presently available.

The follownng details do not appear in the letterhead 
memorandum:

The indivi^al using the nano John Willard, who is 
a suspect in this case, may bo identical with John Ruixrart 
Villard, also known as John Rubbard Willard, FBI No. 934 454-C 
who received a probatoomry sentence, 6/25/53, in conrecti^ with 
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are boing 
made to isseeiatcly locate John Hulxeart Willard.

Although Munao! Marcus Lovin and Alex J. Hxrder, 
suspects arrested by the police, were released when they vero 
vouched for by the Southern Clhistlan Leadership Conference, to 
are thoroughly checking them out.

ACTION: .

1. AttoMed is a lotcerhoad memorandum for the thito 
House, the Attorney Coneral, the Deputy Attorney Genial ^d 
the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing 
priority basis.

Enclosure

ELHics

on a top
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Mr. DoLoach April 5, 1963

' 1 - Mr. DoLoach
Boson 1 - Lr. Rosen

. 1 - Hr. Miley
1 - Hr. McGowan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
2 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At the request of the Department a full investigation 
has been instituted into the murder of Matin Luther King, Jr., 
at Mesphhs, Tennessee, on the evening of 4/4/68.

Attached is a letloricid netroranddum for the President, 
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and the 
Civil Rights Diiisoon sotting out the basic facts of the shooting 
and summarising infomaUon presently available.

The foliownng details do not appear in the Icteerhcad 
neuorandun:

The individual using the nemo John Willard, who is 
a suspect In this case, may bo identical, with John Hubeart 
Willard, also known as John Bubbard Willard, FBI No. 934 454-C 
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/53, in connction ^th 
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are being 
made to iameeiatlly locate John Hitoart Villard.

/^though Naimo:! Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hlrier, 
suspects arrested by the police, woro released when they wre 
vouched for by thio S^them Christiana Leadership Conference, to 
are thoroughly chocking then out..

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead lajuorandim for the thito 
House, the Attoreoy General, the Deputy Attorney General and 
the CiWl Rights Division.

2. AU^out investigation dis continuing on a top
priority basis.

Enclosure

ELMcs
(11)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply. Phase Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

April 5, 1968

MURDER OF ’MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

,At approximately 6:03 p. m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and 
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee. King's associates, who were at the 
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was ' 
heard. He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead at 7:05 po m. Death resulted from bullet damage to 
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired 
from the second floor' bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main 
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot 
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and 
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom 
and ran out of the buildinge The bathroom provides an open view of 
King's room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white . 
man carrymg a package approximately three feet in length and 
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B 
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised 
that a white man who identified himseeLonly as John Willard and who 
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between 
3 p. m. and 3:30 p. m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying 
one week's rent in advance.. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel.. We are making every effort to locate Willard as 
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine 
company approximate^ 300 feet from King's room. At approxinately 6 p. m. 
he heard a noise at his door-. He looked up and saw a man walking away.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A 
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small 
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being 
driven away at a high rate of speed. .

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing ,
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts • 
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a . 30-06 
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster -rifle, Model 760,, serial 
number 461476. The rffle is equipped with a Redfield variable power 
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items 
including a pair of binoculars. , „ . •

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined 
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were 
arrested after they were observed changmg clothes in a’garage. These ■ 
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Harder. Both have been ■ 
identified as civil -rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and have been released. ,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is 
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsive for 
this murder.

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLoach

A. Roson

April 5, 1968

MURDER OS MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2
1 
1

1

- Mr. DoLoach ,- Mr. Rosen- Mr. Many- Mr. McGowan- Mr. Mtatindalo- Mr. McDonough- Er. Long - Er. Bishop , - Mr. Conrad - Mr. SJlliaan
At the request of tho Department a full investigation 

has boon instim into the murder of Matin Lather King, Jr., 
at Memphis, Tennessee, on the owning of 4/4/68.

Attached is a lettchOoad memorandum for 
the Attorney Geerai, the Deputy Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division sotting out the basic facts 
and sumarising information presently available.

the President, 
and the of the shooting

The foiowng details do not appear in the Icttrhwad 
neuoxauidim:

The individual using the name John DWardK who is 
a suspect in this case, may bo ide^UcaTWithJohn Hu^art 
Willard, also kinown as John Hubbard Willard, FBI No. 034 451-C 
who received a probatoonary sentence, 6/25/53, in conation with 
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive offorts are boing 
made to isseedatlly locate John Hjtet Willard.

Although Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Harder,, 
suspects arrested by the police, vero messed when they were 
vouched for by the Southern Clhristatm Leadership Conference, to 
are thoroughly checking then out.
ACTION:

1. Attached is a iottrhhead ucxsonanchm for the thito
House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney 
the Civil Rights Division. ^

ral and

2 . All-out investigation is continuing on a top 
priority basis.

Enclosure

ELHics 
(11)
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In Repy. How Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

. April. 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

,At approximately 6:03 Po m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and 
Motel, Memphis;, Tennessee, King’s associates, who were at the • 
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was 
heard, He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead at 7:05 po m. Death resulted from bullet damage to 
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicaees that the shot may have been fired 
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main 
Street, approximately 205feet from where King was standing. A shot ' 
was heard from the second floor at approximaeely 6 p. m. and 
immediately after the shot was fired,'a white man left the bathroom 
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of .
King's room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white 
man carrying a package approximate^ three feet in length and 
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B 
on April 4, 1968. -

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advise 
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who .
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between ’
3 p. m, and 3:30 p. no, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying 
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as 
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amus^nt machine 
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approxlnmtely 6 p. m. 
he heard a noise at his door*. He looked up and saw a man walkmg away.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A 
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small 
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being 
driven away at a high rate of speed.

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing 
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts 
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a . 30-06 
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760*, serial 
number 461476. The rffle is equipped with a Redfield variable power 
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items 
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recoveredfrom King’s body is also being examined 
by the FBI Laboratory. ,

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were 
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These 
men are Manuel Marcus Levin,and Alex J. Hurder. .Both have been 
identified as civil rights worker's by the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and have been released.

A full investigatinn has been institueed and every effort is 
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsblee for 
this murder.

- 2 -
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Director .
Federal Bureau of InvestlgatOon April 4, 1968

Stephen J. Pooiak
.Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division
Unknown subjects; Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Victm; 
Conspiracy Against Rights, 
CIVIL RIGHTS

„ 1 have been. advised by telehOnne that Dr. Maatin
Lather King.was this date shot and wounded by an 
unidentified person or persons in Memphhs, Tennessee, 
where he traveled to lead a demoontratonn march .
scheduled for Apm 8, 1968.

. Please conduct a full -investigation into a 
possible violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 and keeh me 
currently advised of OH developments.
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Mr. Rosen

C. L. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING (DEC 
CIVIL RIGHITS

April 4, 1968

1 Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1-Mr. McGowan
1<Mr. McDonough
JPVcBmM - M-Sc^d

ASAC Cliff Haller, Memphis Division, by telephone at 9:40 p.m., 
advised of developments in the shooting by a sniper of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. King was shot shortly before 7 p.m., April 4, 1968* as he stood on 
the balcony of his second floor room at the Lorraine Hotei and Motel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis. Witnesses heard a shot, saw King fall, 
and it is bettered the shot came from a low class hotel across the street. 
Drs. J.N. Barrasso and Frederick Giora, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Memphis, 
advised our Agents Dr. King was pronounced! dead at 7:05 p.m. Death was 
caused by a bullet which tore major neck vessels and severed the spinal cord 
at the loot of the neck.

A Deputy Sheriff petroling routinely to the area observed a young 
white male throw a rifle and bag on the sidewalk and keep running. Police 
recovered a Remington Game Master,, Model 760, wtth a scope sight contain­
ing one 30.06 shell. The bag recovered by police contains a box of Peters 
cartrhgpMi, binoculars, and various items of dotting.

Agents are to fly all items of evidence to Washington, D.C., 
tonight for Laboratory examination. As far as known, one bullet was 
fired and the spent bullet has not been recovered as yet and is believed 
to be in King’s body.

ASAC Hater mentioned there has been sporadic looting in the 
City of Memphis. News reports reflected a curfew has been imposed on 
the City of Memphis and 4,000 National Guard troops have been ordered 
into the city.

Assistant Director Conrad was advised and will arrange stand­
by coverage for laboratory examination.

John Creghon, Identification Division, was advised and has two 
latent fingerprint men standing by on duty.

DAShw
(7) CONTINUED “-OXER

SEE ADDENDUM PAGE TWO...
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen '
RE UNKNOWN SUBJECT; DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING (DECWED)

At 10:20 p.m., .ASAC Hatter advised two suspect:# were picked 
up by Memphis police when they were found to be changing clothes in 
a "garage” one or two blocks from the scene of the shooting. The 
suspects are Manual Marcus Levin, white mote, born 7-2-415, who 
claims to be a civil rights worker and a tew student at the University 
of MUsirepprt, Oxford, MieMssppi; the other its Alex Jay Harder*, 
white male, bon 4-20-45, resdhs 926 West Markham, Dunhams* 
North CaroUna, and claims to be a civil rghts worker and a law 
student at Duke University. Bureau Indices were checked and no direct 
references to these individuals were found and references on varMons 
being reviewed. .Mentifteatorn DMo advised they have no record of 
fingerprints in civil or criminal files.

The shot is-now believed to have been fired from a bathroom 
window at 420 South Main Street, Memphis, about 100 years from 
where King was standing. Three wihoue* who 'reportedly saw the 
shooting are being ^interviewed by Memphis Agents.,

Senior Resident Agent, Nashville, has been in touch with the 
Governor of Tenessee who has called out the National Guard.

Memphis aniicWss forwarding evidence by plane 
departing Memphis 12:25 a.m., or 12:30 a.m., 4-5-68, arrivng 
Dulles Airport 4:85 a.m., or 4:17 a.m., and will advise when

ADDENDUM RELCS 4/5/18
At 11:20 >♦••> ASAC Rateradvlsed at this point 

they have three wlfceswes interviewed, have detomned the 
2eri?\X*bLof ihe?'ine to be 461476, a Remington Gamemater 
M^eL760.^ABAcLMate was inatrucedl to lame lately call the 
NHLHa*SnOfcw to have tracings of this rifle institteed. 
ASA^Hater ffther stared that according to the news re^ami 
one/ChUes Stephens was a witxess to this case and ASAC Halter 
s?1! that he would make arrangements to urereiw this person, 
fo* a^dLdon^ JSAC Halter also was insttacted to obtain fingerprinta of both suspects Levin and Harder, along with major 
case prints. ASAC H«lter was inattacted to mint#in the chain 
or «vi(»Bc«, to obtain copies of any autopsy reports and to

-* 2 - addendum continued - over
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ADOlNDCM CONTINUlD:

pa-*1^}^17 try to obtain the ballet fom the body of victm. 
ASAC Mlter w* reminded again of the paramount itaparaiuMe 
of *eopli« the Bureau advised on aHOnreooments and to 
particularly alert Charlotte and Jackson Offices to obtain 
fctfomatton regardnig the suspects, if this mater works out.
L „ t At 11*47 P**!* ASAC Hater staUd that lolervrti»ns 
hadJeen made for A«*»t ** FiUpstrlck, Flight 610 of BaUff 
Airways'deepating Naimpis at 12:25 am and to arrive at 
Dunes AKort^washng*** A i*, at 4:05 p.*. 4/5/88. asac Hater stalled that Fitzpatrick will have with him ail the 
evidence as gathered to date.

At 12:05 am 4/5/68, Nr* Jevona of the Laboratory 
wa* notified of the above and Nr. Creighton of the laboratory 
was advised of this matter. y

. At 12s15 a.m., 4/5/65, sac Jensen of Nephis called
and statedJhat he w#Ud to advise that he recovered three 
$20 bins fom tbelindlady, and one of them $20 bills is a bill given.^ ta*Ja“d’rdyr by the suspect. No stated that 
a?!? iU|C1l*edHn the evidence would be a rife in a boa. the 
b*Het from the body of King, one empty cartridge as will as 
bu^^KinJ box. SAC Jensen also stated that in consideration 
if_eJmicrtii* points from any evince submitted, the foiowHtg should be considered as elm1crtiic: BA 0. i. Johnson, SAC 
JenoeLand Inspector?. l. Bakery (NA), Memphis Police De^rtsont 
?ACJeU!,^iUrtaer bated that a blankst would also be sent ^i_?aeJ,aborrtor•y which contains particles of mud. SAC Jensen 
Odvised!..tart he would desire that all possible oxrainrt:tolsl 
bo conducted of the evl^irn sahmtied in order to develop any 
inspects of any investigative aids possible. p

At 12:25 a.a., *r. Jevons of the Laboratory, at 
1!l8i**Ni» tejonr Jatic,l of the Latent Fingerprint Section 
and Nr. Dan Miley of the Latent Fingerprint BMtlon were all 
advised of the 1Ctfi»rt1ic jUmlialedi by BAC Jensen and of his specific desires concerning exaaiMtioc of evidence.

At-1:25 a.a.. on 4/5/61, SAC Jensen advised that 
they have determine! that a person fired a shot fom the window 
of a bathroom approximtsly 205 feet from where victm was 
standing. They have conducted co;UhbMraiiil iClvestigrtiOc 
concerning this and have detenmfcedl that one John Willard rented 
a_rii*JlUthe-same ho“* that shot camo fom, and upon paying laudOny $0.50 for a week's went she roirllei his camo as
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ADDENDUM CONTINUED:

John Willard. SAC Jensen advised that Willard Uvea at 420 
South Main Street in Meehls. He steed that they are continuing 
to pursue every angle of this investigation and will keep tee 
Bureau intomed. At 1:28 a.so SAC Johnson of Chicago c#H«d 
and stated teat tee intemiwnt who would be very helpful in a 
posable solution of this mtter, is out of pocket, but they 
are ln<dwring1g try to locate him with tee express purpose , 
of reNmtedinf that he proceed to Memphis for possible solution 
of the case. SAC Johnson steted teat before any of this is 
done, however, he WU transmit a te!kype to the Bureau for 
durance.

At 2:15 a.m, SAC Jensen advised that he is extremely 
iniUwaUd in the serial number of tee scope As wHas the 
waufectujrer and of any tefomation concerning the clamps used. 
SAC jenMfi steted teat nothing ■further has developed as yet. 
He steUd that Agent Fitzpatrick is definitely airborne as of 
this minute on route to Wathinfton, D. c.

At 3:50 a.a., SAC Jensen advised teat .nothing now 
has transpired in this matter, however, they have deternied that the person who is a suspect is possibly aged 27-315, a 
white male and 5* 11" tall. He also steted that inthe 
contents belonging to the suspect is a bar of soap (Cashmere 
Bouquet) torn tee 'Friendship Inn Hotel, and also a couple of 
maps. No stated that they have also found artistes of 
do^Sg which contain a laundry ticket, and they are presently 
checking this out.

At 4:32 a.m, the idutificatton Division advised 
that they have located a record for one John Mneart Willard, 
Nomphs Police Department nuteef 90257, also known as John 
Hubbard Willard, FBI number 934 454-c. Also his arrest record 
indicates that Willard was arrested by the Mngplis Police 
Department on 4A8/58, based upon a fugitive warrant torn 
Pontotoc, MisAissippi. He was rehaued to the Slhliffts Officl 
Pontotoc on 4/18/58. The second and test entry records that 
fngewprinte were eontritaed by Sheifffs Office, Pontotoc, 
Miss., on 8/25/58, ter charges of armon and dispoitton given 
as three years* probaticrn. The identifieatton Division also 
advised teat they haweadvised Newteis of this inirml1tlin and 
Memphis is in receipt of the arrest record .awH as photographs 
of WlUard. Idlatifi<atin Division advised that a dns«lpto» 
of this ^dividual would be as wiite aale. height 5'12", weight 
150-155, DOB 2/M/38 at Pontotoc, »##., blown hair, dark green 
eyes, ruddy complexion and neditmi build.

- addendum continued - over
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WHard^^and he was advised that the Bureau would iMn^htniv SJl^iockSiJOwMnOS8*^ check ***• •a’ey
oat concerning WUlud at Pontotoc, MMitsippi.

record in Ato4:£ai?i^a?M^^ adss’d^SAhiiuf0"*^" 
'I^ll^!5tlu«l^•»,.i^".d,^kly dntowiUw Iha atereabuit* of SuaTjitSd alt’toi?SSSib!*t5’!J!J!,.J’ thoroughly shack 
ahis 121att.^♦^Ji»t?Ld!^?>Jmin. if WlllaiM can be a suspect.SAC Moor® started he would imiiiHietely do this nod fca would of course, keep the Bureau adrisea. y x« and o. wwad,

AL*:*6 a*m»* Mr. Jevons of the Laboratory called
iotalr1^e«l^ati^he«^rii^!e1c*k^, so11™’®* by ®A »#»•#** is 
to procesiisuas m^ and they are cosamciK

- 5 -
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