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S . dnere is nmm e B;attaxhnsd ssnorsndun for tbe
- Prosident, tha Attorncy General, thw Deputy Attorney Gomwra) .

. and the Civil Rights Divinion x.a-ttm fartb dnformation éﬁmlom
45 data. It Az poluted out in tie semorandun that hbnntoz'y

- -asamination of the hullot-removed from King hxs eotsblishod

"-imyersammtm

. - that the Bullet cunld have bsem Lircd fyom tho #ifle Soumd -
-~ pyar {he sceny, however, dwe to sutilatios &% cannot bo mmﬂ
-fmtitmmmalyﬂmaimm rifie: investisuti
inod that the vifieo was o’ﬁtamé 0 the aiminghm
/30/68 by sn individunl g&ﬁm the nexe of davvey -
cunid in the Zipper hag
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. sed w

Tha fmloﬂns dﬁtlm dfo mt m in tue
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L R mamvwnﬂmwm&ﬂtm:lof IR
o ﬁi'mn the nent of John Uillard. Invostipation has ﬁinimw o
Joha Hubeayt. ¥illavd, FBY Number 034 454-L ns belng L
- Andtvidunl who wam ot the flophouse inaswmuch as hiﬂ whemmuntc .
_ ham bmn mmate& for d:mm the mrtimt period. -

ek Acbaeh@tnﬂniﬂm mzexsmnm:inum -
, iﬂix' : m axon has detevsiosd thot an individusl ualng the
. &, iohmeyor mado telephonic peservation nt awtm
muma ammn, for travel on 3/27/68 from Blxminghew:
to B:mmns. Bimnesois,. Lohuooyer nevew amm-n& for ﬂiaht
lnnes of contact ax Pay nt ilouso apd Alvrport -
. m:tu s. Investigstion Tailod to 1ooate Iaaneyir
. guest. Socords of Delts #uxm indicate that on 3/27/65
: ﬂ. J. Mrwm ’t:lckut for gmmfmmmmm
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~UNITED STAI‘LS DLPt\RI‘MLNT oF JUSI‘ICL

FE DTRAL BUREAU OI [t\VLS'llGA'lI'OL\

In Reply, PIease quer t0- _.‘lVASHINGTON, D.C. - 20535

" File No. o o
April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examlnatlon of the bullet removed from the o
body of Martin Luther King, .J7., has estabhshed that it is'a . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft pomt sporting type bullet of Remlngton- -
Peters manufacture.. This bullet could have been fired froin the: " '
rifle found on April 4, 1968, nedr the scene of the shooting by
- Guy Warren Canipe, Sr Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually f1red from this partlcular rlﬂe o

It has been determined that the rifle was obtamed in
" Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30,-1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Blrmlngham have advised that an individual -
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. - He had a Redfield scope : mounted
- on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to-
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer ..
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remmcrton
7160 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the.
second rifle by the store. It'appears that the name Lowmeyer is .
fictitious, as 1s the address glven by’ h1m

Extenswe efforts are bemcr made to 1dent1fy the person _
who purchased the r1ﬂe

The binoculars, which were in the 'zipper bag found by
. Canipe, were purchased.during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
. Arms, 162 South Main: Street, Memphls, Tennessee.

The full investigation is contmumfr and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or 1nd1v1dua1 -responsible for this
murder C : ‘

ITam adv1sed also that the Memphrs Police Department is |
utlllzmcr its full facﬂltles to solve this cr ime. S
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

f
i
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

.. April 6, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it isa .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-~

Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the

rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by .
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the buallet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained'in
Birmingham, Alabama, on'March 30, .1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears-that the pame Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

.Exteﬁsive efforts are being made to identify the person |
who purchased the rifle. ‘ : :

The binoculars, whaich were in the zippér bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigationis continuing and'every effort is being
mace to identify the individual or-individuals responsible for this .
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime. |
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1-Mr, Coarad-sac,
1-Mr, Frazier-Zne,

1-Clfice, T133-Ene,

I H. Jevons.

UNENOWN SUBJECT;

also inown as John willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGRTS ‘

Sixtyeight items were received from the Memphis Office today

. in connection with this case. They consisted of & bullet from the victim'a
body, a.39-00 Springfield caliber Remington "Camemaster slide-action
rifle, Model 760, Serial Namber 431478, with a Rodfield telescope slght

. #ttached, beaving Serial Number Al7330, several loaded . $0-08 caliber
cartridges of both coramercial and silitary types, & bedspread, a
suitcase contalning numerous toilet articles, maps, ’ newspaper sactios,
& binocular, lowsl, bandkerchlef, a palr of socks, two cans of beer,
purchased in Mississippl, and several miscellaneous ttema, Inaddition |
1o the h:‘m;: ithree twenty-dollar bills wers submitted for fingerprint |
SXam :

The bullet from King's body 1s a . 30 caliber me tal-jackated,
B0it point, -sporting type rifle bullet, similar fuall remalning characteristics
to the bullets in five of the londed cartridges found in the sultcase referred
- to above. This suitease was recoversd by the Memphis Police Department
after belng abandoned {n the vicinity of 424 South Main Street. A cartridge
case found in this suitcase was identified as having been fired in the
Remlngwg rifle reforred to above which was also abandoned at this addcass.

Based on geseral rifling impresaions, the bullet from King's body
could have been fired from ths Remington rifle but due io mutilation of
the bullet, insufficient marks of value for identification remain and it was
not possible to determine definitely whether or act the fatal bullet came
{rom this rifle. Thisconclugion was reached independontly by three of

- the Laboratory's Iirearms examiners.
Enclosure ' ‘ *

1-3r, Tolagn ' ‘ R

) 1-351‘ « mr - '

1-Mr, Deloach : ,{n{'\ /q

1*3‘1". EOI&
1-Mr, Blskop
. Martindale
-Mr. Trotter
APmlb (!1;)
(CONTINUED - OVER)
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Mamorshin: ta My, Coarad
Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECT;

also kuown as Joha willard;
MARTIN LUTRER KING, JR. ~
YICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS

The Mempbis Cflice roquested the Laboratory to determing
1he acurces of many of the itema submitted. These examinations
are going Jorward. Some of the iteme submitted containsd bair and
fozelgn fibars of posaible value jor comparison with suspect's halr
and clothing; however, to dale, we have received no saspect's hair
or clothing for comparison,

All halrs recovered (o date are of Cavcasian origin rather
than of Negyoid or olker origin.

All mantecial recsived bas besn pholographed and where sporopriate,
has heen or is doing canmined for latent fingerprints,

‘The idemphis Office is belng furaished a tslatype concorning
1ha firgarme, halr and fiber, 20l apd document examisationy today.

ACTION: Nome, For isformation,
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 MURDER - 6F mn‘.x_:_m L'U‘I'HER Mﬁc, 'JR. SRS R Ta e 2 E
GIVIL RIGHTS '1 BRI i : '-.5.;5 .

- i " tir, ibert Hethircalled the Baveaw af 12145 ami’~ ..

"o today and ‘advised that he is-from Cieénwood, Mississippl; ”
L cands was- acquainted with Byron De:la. Beckwith_\who has beén -. “

SR " tried on two occasions- for the murder of Medger Evers,:

L :-' ' of the murder of Medgar Evers 15 that he bad an’ “iron~clad -
S al‘lbi. and that Beckwith" 3. Son ; actually committed the murder. o

T Hefner suggestad that.“‘ the E'BI loak into the TR -

S e whereabouts ‘of -Beckwithts gori, &t the time of the shooting
f ﬁarti.n Luthar King, Jr. ' . )

L e muted o the General
a0 - Investig&tive Division for consideration in the 'imestigation

S - Hefner stated he beligves the reason Beckvith was not coiﬁicted

of tbe murder of Marti.n Lnther King, Jr. e ety T e
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T L A ‘3¢ .30 a.m,, April 5, 1968, pecial Agent “James r. S
*;.,Mcﬁuire, Night Supervisor, .Domestic Intelligence Division,m . ?
.. - received g telephonge call from Mr, Zebulon Strickland, of

- Fairfax. County, Virginia. -telephone number 356-8826. - .

. Mr. Strickland appeared disturbed and confused, indicating. @ ..

’ " that ‘he had 'a 44 and a 45 revolver, and felt like shooting L

. Someone... Subseqnently. he insisted he was ! ‘not- going to "
,'shoot anyone.;u - ) : L

T At was determined thax Strickland is listed i -ifrir"
v Bufiles as a chronic complainani. The Virginia telephone :

. directory: listed his address a8’ "1045 Carpr," McLean.

Virginia.;>' R o L . ..f%i*f”‘f

At 3 58 p.m., April 5, 1968 the ahove 1n£ormation

"' was furnished to Senicr Resident Agent Jesse Hall, Arlingtom, = =~ -
. Virginia, Resident Agency, who was instructed to furnish the
ce information to the apprOpriate police department.ﬂ:y., .

"_Acrlou-* PR R O S LN

o

Fbr iniormation.égj,_flvd“ﬂ‘{fiizf R

=3 :‘:'- -.=.-_ ' .;i—:.: = . b '-.-"
ABF 1rb . ' g L L
{6) - T o ' . s '
. ‘. w c. Sullivan '

Mr. A, Rosen: | . .. . : -
Y Mr. G, €, Moore = i UiV e - -
s l!r. Jis ¥y MGGIIire ..'-." e ‘ : - ‘- - /- R
1' - HI' Ao Bo mlton " . : Rl :_ .'.‘-:l-.-'~ o T " ; .h' G
; i v w o “
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-\ pifle to & supply company in Birmingham, Alsbams, The rifle in questi

. - e - . . K .
'!-\‘ . R S - ..
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mmnmm‘mm~~—m

-

- wemwmmmnmmmnmmmmm
mmnmwthoacmcdthesmnmmmmmhmmm

_* was 8014 on Saturday, 3/30/88. to an individual giving the name of - S

. Harvey Lowmsyer, 1007 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabami. ‘l‘h!l S

oo amshhaﬂmmummwmmmium
t!umughinmuguhnhiduﬁtymmchm .

e Tummmmwmmmmmmmsnm
.- Cowmpany, 5701 Alrport Bighway, Birmingbar, Alabama, had on Friday,

3/29/68. eolﬁ to Harvey Lowmeyer & .243 caltber Lodel 700 Remington -

-rifle. nemmdhemmwgommwmmmmm

RES “dealer ounk 2 Redfield 8cope on the rifle,

" The following dxy, Saburday, s/so/ea. the mmamremmd

mﬁﬁmmummmmmummmma

' Model 760, .30-08 caliber Remington rifle, serail nuber 461476, At

R .-'-mumemcdm/em;motamwmwnmmmpenmma
I '..'frommmatrMMmuMonthe :n-nsunmm ,

mmmmwmmumtuammuumm

‘ uwmyuga:&eﬂﬂwrmudddlomulmmmi?:mym .
e am.sfmammm. wmummisommm |

“The ﬂﬂ! vhlch was obtained on 3/39/ 62 and nmrud on 3/80/53

" -"'._'-"i.tog-'xmmﬁnmmwmhumnmuammemmu
" mmmmeemﬂnmmmmmrmmumm

S 1'.._-"A::'rm

SCNEE Y&uﬁnumammempmmmm /
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach .
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHERKING, JR. - VICTIM

- ASAC Halter advised that the York Arins Company m '
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from whieh
the fatal shot was fired,

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he felt that
the saleaman at the York Arms Company is knowladgeable enough
tobooimhhneinthepmmtbnotnamwz eeacepuon,
and he stated that ho felt he was.

ACTION:
1t is recommended that a qualified represeatative from
the Exhibits Section be sent to XMemphis in order to prepare an

artist's conception of the mpeet who purchased the binocahrs
at the York Armg ‘Company.

-2
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. JEEEE N R
o Mr.Detomch 0. . .. .. April8; 1968 ¢ v
' LU e e lvg Peloach - . -
sem. . S | .Resen '
mmawmsumcr, s /( Mr Long o
. REV. mnmnmamme. m.: T4 . 1 - Me. Callshan -
7 ¢ CIVIL RIGHTS " - S
: ASAQ Cﬁi&nﬂaltar ottheﬁemphis mﬂce te!ephmlcally
adﬂsedmtaemekwmmamwm 162-5outh Main

Street, Memphis, Tennesses, developed that a salesman sold a set

of binoculars shmilar to those racovered after the skooting to an’

1 ntified white man at apprommately 4:00 p. m. yesterday :
f.ernaon, 4/4/68. - ‘

. The salesman recaued t!;at the indi\ﬂdual m qaestmn

- inguired about a set of binoculars and when he was referredto -

sats coating $200 and $60, hie said that the price was too high.
- 4t that point the clark recalled that he had an inexpensive sst of
. binoculars in the window, which ke took out of the window in order
to mmake the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
bincculars sold to this individual was $39. 8% plus $1.00 tax, which
* ig Adentical with the amount ahown on éhe Bales reeeipt remvered -
withthebinneulars. A oL e T .

. Thepm'cbasero!thabjmeuiampaidierthsmwﬁhtwo '
- $30 bills, one 31 bill and some changes. - (it is neted that the rifle -
which was found with binoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that.
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from which the ahot was
ﬁredms alsepaidtor wltha%ﬂbm.) o

'I’ixe salesman described the purchnser ‘of the binoculaxfs 28 being
2 white man, approximately 26 ~ 32 years of age, § feet eleven

' "; _inches, 160 - 175 pounds, medium buildiiblack or dark brown hair,

-eombed straight back.- He stated this individusl had no regionsl |

accent and was neatly dreased in a white shirt with tie, dark o
ﬁuit coat with matching trousers.’ =~ - /) ,} P ( .
' JGK:rmr' :
{n . ' GO_NT!I‘I_U_ED - OVER

AN
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-Memerandumtnﬁr ‘Peliosek -
RE: UNSUB; REV. mm LUTHE‘R ma, m. v:cm

ASAG Balter aﬁvised that the Yerk Arms comaany is
appmxlmtely three blocks irem the rooming house from which -
the fatal shot was fired. ‘

- " ASAC Haller was apeciiicslly asked whather he falt that
the salesman at tha York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
te be of assistance in the preparation of an artist's ceneepﬁea,

_ .axﬂheatatedthatheielthewas. ‘

ACTION:

. it is recommondsd that a qualified representative from -
the Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an ‘
. artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars

" at the York Arms Company. It is further recommended ‘that while -
there this representatlve prepared detailed d1agram of the cr1me scene.
. . Cr
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“At'11:30° pos Aprn 4, ‘1968, Spec:lal Agent SORON S

Arthur B. Fulton was on duty -in . the Domestic Intelligence

- Division and recéived a: ‘telephone ‘¢call from one John Basko, ...
. -12601 Knowledge Lane,. Bowia, Maryland, home phone 262-9502,
L ofﬁce phone 933-»5400. ) : :

Mr. Basko adv:tsed that a.t approximately 9 45 p.m..

Apru 4 » 1968 y he 'was in."Johnnie Mannises' Road House in . ..
.- 6th and D Street, :Southwest, Washington, D, C.," and as he
"was walking, by ‘a telephone, he overheard a-man speaking on .
the phone say “I killed Hartin Luther King ton:lght. .

Mr. Basko advised that he conld not identify the

- . 5 caller and he could only" recall that he was-a white male -

wearing a:-1light gray .suit. “He did recall that another. man, .
“who was possibly with the caller, remarked that "they v:orked
acroas the street.“_ RS PO :

Acuom L :

&

e ':.-;..
N

w:lth the assassinat:l.on of Hartin Luther King. e
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9 a:-. Sullivan

' At the W M t!w mmt & fall iamtmtﬁon ,
hes been instituted into tho murder of jlsrtin iuther Em. ar..
.at mmns, ‘rennmw. m the nming e: 4/4/686. . e .

N " Attached is & letterhkad mmum for tlm Pre-ident, R
- the Attoxm Goneral, the Daputy Attorney Gemeral and the - S
Civil Rights mﬂ.sinn setting out tho baeic fscts of the shnoting -
and m;miung mfomﬁnn pumuy :uﬂable. -

o m xolmm dntnls dnr mt appur :I.a m mttemud
E m wiudul wnag tha nm John wmard, wha is
a auspaet in this osse, say bo identical with Jobn Iubesrt -
. Willard, also known s John Ribbard Willayd, FBI Eo. 034 454=C’
- . who received & probationary sentence, 6/25/53, in conmection with-,-;

) an grson charge in Hississippi. Extongive efforts arve hcing
. aada to iumediately. lmte anhu ﬁnbart mamd. o

e 7 AXthough tume]. I:n-:ns r.ovin and .&13: J. maer,

;-mpects arrested by the police, were released when they wore

_vauched for by the Southern Christian laadenhtp Coniemace, we
aro thomghly check&ng thnn mt. - . -

T mmx..- A
' B mmaea 48 & dottertiesd nenorsndun for the mte

" ..'.Honsn. ﬂm Attorneoy General, tim Baputy Attnmy Gmm: =ad -
.the ﬁv&: mghtn mvismn. S e

(WIEUER OF UARTIN LUTHER EIRG, JR.. -- ,1 - m*. wumxe

" 2. M.hmt anvqatignﬂ on is eontinmm on & top
ﬁﬂ.ority hasis.__-_.' : : e
- : . m:cs o " "-'- \-'i__'v‘ : ‘,:. ) ‘-'. "‘__ -- \'-:-. )

~ .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Repiy. Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335

File No.

April 5, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorrame Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King*’s associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second. floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p, m, and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately thz ee feet in length and
possibly wrapped-in a piece of blanket, This man occupxed ‘Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B; paying
one week!s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr,, operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King®s room, At approximately 6 p,m,

he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the ¥BI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle-is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory,

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These -
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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At the request of tho Departmont a full investigation
has boon instituted into tho wurder of iartin iuther King, Jo.,
at lUcmpkis, Tennsssce, on tho ovening of 4/4/88.

Attachod is o lettorhoad memorandun for tho President,
the Attornoy Goneral, the Doeputy Attoracy Goneral and the
Civil Rizhts Pivision sotting cut tho basic facts of tho shooting
and sunsarizing inforzation preseantly available,

The following details do not appesy in the lottorhead
mezorandun:

Tho individual using tho nazo John ¥illard, who is
a suspect in this case, pay be idoentical with Jobn Hubeart
t1illard, also konowyn £s John Bubbard Willard, FBI Xo. £34 4354-C ’
who received a probationary sentence, §/25/53, in conmection with
an arson chavze in Yississippi. Exstensive efforts ave being
nade to iumediately locate Josn Eubeart ¥illerxd.

Although Hanuel ilarcus Lovian aad Alex J, Eurder, :
suspects arrosted by the polico, were rceleased when they vero |
vouched for by tho Southern Christian Leadership Conficremce, uwe
nre thoroughly checking then cut,

ACTION: |,
1. Attached is a lotterhead nemorandum for the Taite

House, the Attorney Coneral, the Doputy Attorney Geameral and
tho Civil Rights Division,

2. All-cut iavestigation ic continuing on 2 top
priority basis,

Y
Enclosurae ’/}/77 ;
glil:cs |

(11). |
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At the request of tho Departmont a full'investigation
has been instituted into tho purder of Martin luthor King, Jo.,
at Meophis, Tennsgsce, on tho ovening of 4/4/68.

1t i 1t P Y o

Attachod in o lottorhesd nemcrandun for tho President,
the Attorney Gencral, the Deputy dttoranoy Ceneral and the
Civil Rizhts Pivicion sotting out the basic {acts of the shooting
ontd supnarizivg information preseatly availablo,

The £ollowing dotails do not appesar in tho lefterhead
mpesorancund

Tho individual uwaingz the namo John villard,-vho is
a suspect 4in this case, nay bo identical. with John Kubeart
¥illard, clso hknowa os John Bubbard Willard, FBI Xo. 934 464-C
who received a8 probationary sentence, §/20/53, in conmzction with
on arson charge in Hississippi. Extensivo eiforis are boing
nade to immediatoly locate Jonn Hubeaxt ¥illard.

Although Hanuel Harcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder,
guspects arrested by the polico, wero .roleascd vhen they were
vouched for by tho Southern Christian Leadership Conforenco, wo
are thorcughly chocking then cut.. :

ACTION: .

1. Attached is a lotterhead mecpmorandum for tho Bhito
House, tho Attorney General, the Deputy Attoraecy Geaneral aznd
thae Civil Rights Division.

2. All-.cut investigation ie continuing on ¢ top
priority basis, -

)
Efdclosure 7 & o=
TiMics

(1))
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAYU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINCYON, D.C. 20335

File No.
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr,, was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, ‘Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m; Death resulted from bullet damage to
‘major neck vessels and the spinal cord, '

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m, and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white .
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself.only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 pom, and 3:30 p, my, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr.,, operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King®s room, At approximately 6 p, m,
he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag ‘was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing ,
exhaustive examinations in the ¥BI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped ‘with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King®s body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a'garage, These -
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been -
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadershlp
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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At the request of tho Departsont a full investigation
hes beon instisuted into tho marder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
at Yenphis, Tenuessce, on the covening of 4/2/68.

Attachod is & letterhoad memorandum for the President,
the Attorney General, thie Zeputy Attornoy Goncral and the
Civil Rights Division sotting out the basic facts of the shooting
end supmarizing ianformation proscatliy availablso,

The following details do not appear in the lotterhwead
rezorandun:

The indivicual using tho name John Uillazd. vho is
a suspeet in this case, nay be ideatical Tith John Hubeart
¥illard, olso hLnosn as John Dubbard Willard, FBI Xo. 034 4hd-C
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/88, in coamcction with
on arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive giforts ave boing
made to inmediately locate Jokn Enbeart wWillard.

Althouzh Hanuel Harcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder,,
suspects arrested by tho polico, woro roleased vwhen they woro
vouched for by tho routhern Christiasn Leadership Coaferenco, wo
are thoroughly checking thom ocut,

ACTION:

1. Attached is o lotterhead memorancdum for tho ¥Falte

Bouse, tho Attoraoy General, tho Doputy Attorney Geseral and
the Civil Righats Division. né
} ~ .
W .
J”

2. All-ocut iavestigation ic continuing on a top
priority basis., .

Enclosuro /Tﬂ ” %

wLiico
i1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
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In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335
File No.
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr,, was on a second flooxr balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot '
was heard from the second floor at appronmately 6 p, m, and
immediately after the shot was fired,”a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bath: oom provides an open view of
King®s room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Wzllard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week!s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King?s room, At approximately 6 p. m,
he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed, '

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the ¥BI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body ‘is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory,

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder, .Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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Director ] April 4, 1968
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Stephen J. Pollak _
~Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Unknoyn subjects; Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jro_, Vi(:tim;
Conspiracy Against Rights,
CIVIL RIGHTS

1 have beén advised by telephone that Dr, Martin
Luther Xing was this date shot and wounded by an
unidentified person or persons in Memphis, Tennessee,
where he traveled to lead a demonstration march
scheduled for April 8, 1968.

Please conduct a full investigation into a
possible violatidh of 18 U.S.C. 241 and keep me
currently advised of all developments,

A
i3
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Memorvandum 10 Mr. Rosen I '
- RE: UNENOWN SURBJECT; DR. MARYIN LUTHER KING (DECEASED)

At 10:30 p.mi. , ASAC Halter advised two suspects were picked

" up by Memphis police when they were found to be changing clothes in
& "garage’ one or two blocks from the scene of the akooting, The
suspecta are Mawal Marcus Levia, white male, born 7-2-45, whe
¢laims 16 be 2 civil rights worker and a law studext at the University
of Mississippt, Oxford, Mississippi; the other 1 Alex Jay Xurder,
‘white male, born 4-20-45, resides 926 West Markbam, Durbam,
North Carolina, and claims to be » civil rights worker and a law
student at Duke University. Buresd indicesd wére chocked and no direct
references to these lndividuals were found and references on yaristions
being reviewed. Identification Division advised they have no record of
fingerprints in civil or criminal files. '

' The shot is now helieved to have been fired from & bathroom
window at 420 South }ain Strest, Memphis, about 100 yamls from
where King was standing. Three witossses who reportedly saw the
shooting are being intarviewsd by Jemphis Agants. |

. Senlor Hesident Agent, Nashville, has been {n touch with the
© Governor of Teanessee who has called out the National Guard,

Memphis anticipates forwarding wyidence by plane
. departing Memphis 12:25 2. m. , or 18:30 2. m. , 4-5-63, arriving
Dulles Alrport 4:05 a.xu., or 4:17 %, m., and will advise when
definitely arranged.

ADDRNDUM: . BEL:cs  4/5/88

] At 113” P, m le advised at fhill P@int

they have three witaesses interviewed, have determimed the
serial number of the r{fle¢ to bhe 461458, A Jemington Camemaster
Model 760. ABAC Maslter was instructed to immediately call the
New BavenOifice io have tracings of this rifle instituted.

ASAC Hslier further stated that aceording to the news velesses
-one Charles Stephens wax a witness to thim case and ASAC Eelter
Gtated that he would make arvasgements to intervisw this person,
iZ not alvesdy dome. ASAC Nalter also was instructed to obtain
fingerprints of both suapects Levin and Hurdex, alosg wltk major
cane prints. ASAC Halter was instructed to mmintain the chsin
of evidence, to obtain copies of samy audopsy reports and te

-~ 2= ADDENDUK CONTINUED — OVER
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ADDENDUM CONTINURD:

particulsrly try to obtaim the bullet from the body of victia,
ASAC Nalter was reminded again of the paremount . tance

of keeping the Bureau advised on all davelopments and to
particularly alert Charlotte and Jackeon Offices to obtain
information regarding the suspects, if this matter works out.

At 11:47 p,m., ASAC Halter stated that reservations
had been made for jgent Bob ritspstrick, Flight 610 of Braniff
Airways, departing Memphis at 12:25 s.m, and to srrive at
Dulles Alrport, Washingion, D, C., at 4:08 p,m, 4/5/68, AsAC

_Hmlter stated that Fitspatrick will have with Jiim »1) the
evidence as gathered to iate. '

> - At 12:08 a,m., 4/5/88, Xr. Jevons of the Laboratory
was motified of the above and Mr, Creighton of the Laboratory
s advised of thix matiex, '

At 12:15 n.m,, 4/5/68, SAC Jensen of Nemphis eslled
and stated that he wanted to advise that he recovesed three
$30 bills from the landlady, and one of these $20 bills is »a
bill given to the landlady by the suspect. Ne stated that
- almo included in the svidence would bs = rifle in s box, the
bullet from the body of Xing, one empty cartdidge as well 7 ]
bullets iz & box. BSAC Jensen alsc stated that im consideratior
of slinination points from any evidemce submitted, the following
ua&::a u*..;‘zﬁr"i'}‘ uex:min“ :S-:im Police s’fé. tment
. K - . » ce ' 4 ]
BAC Jemsun further atated that :;hnkct wortld also be seant
to the Laboratory which contains particles of mud., JAC Jeasen
advised that he would desire that all poesible sxaminations
be voaducted of the evidence submitted inm order to develop sny
mspects of any investigative aids pessible, .

At 12:25 a.n,, Nr, Jevonz of the Lsboratory, at
12:38 a.m,, Nr, Tony latons of the Latent Fingerprint section -
and ¥r, Dan Bhiley of the Latent Fingerpriant Section were all
advised of the information furaished by SAC Jessen and of his
. mpecific demives conceraing exsaimation of evidence, ‘

At 1105 a.m., on 4/5/68, SAC Jensen advised that
they have determined that a person fired s shot from the wiadow
HL % bathroom approximately 305 feet from whers victim was
standing, They have conducted meighborbood imvestigation )
concerning this and have determined that one John Willard reated
& room iu the mame house that shot came from, and upom paying
Iandlady $8.850 for a week's went she recalled hiz name aa

4 u’q\v
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ADDENDUM CONTINURD:

John ¥illard, SAC Jensen advised that Willard lives at 420
South Mein Street in Memphiz., He stated that they are coatinuing
to purmie every sugle of this inveatigation snd will keep the
Pureau informed. At 1:28 a.m,, SAC Johnson of Chicago called
and stated that the informant who would be very helpful in a
poasible solution gr thﬁ:-xnt::ri 1:- .ﬁ: g. pocket, but they

are ondeavoxingid loca OXPYOSS PUrpose

of rYecommending that he proceed to Memphis for possible solutien
of the case. SiC Johneon atated that bhefore any of this is
dgno, however, he will transmit a telslyps to the Bureat for
LIOATANCE, ’ :

At 2:15 a,m., SAC Jensen advised that he is extiremely
interested in the sorial mumber of the scops aAx well as the
manitincturer and of sny information comgerning the clamps used.
SAC Jensen stated that mothing further has developed a8 yet,

He siated that Ageat Pigzpatrick is definitely airborme as of
this minute en routs to ¥eshinmgton, D. C.

At 3:50 a.%., SAC Jensexn mdvised that mothing new
D T e i Ta posaibly aged 27-35
0% is = '

white mele and 5' 11° tall, 'He alsc mtated that i the’
contants belonging to the suspect im a bar of soap (Ceshmere
Bougquet) from the Friendship Inn Motel, and alase & couple of
e othing vhich coutain o auntty t1cket, sad they are presentl

° eh con 'Y are sen
checking this out. ! Y

At 4:32 a.m,, the Xdentification Division advised
that they have located a xecord dor one John Mabeart ¥illard,
Noaphis Police Department mumber 96237, also known as John
Wibbard ¥illard, FBI number 834 454-C. Alse his arrest record
indicates that Willaxrd wes arrvested by the Nemphisz Police
Departwent on 4/18/58, based upon a fugitive warrsat from
Portotoc, Nississippi. Ne waw relessed to the sheriff's Oflice
Pontotoc on 4/18/38. ‘The second and Iast entry recerds that
fingerprinte were contributed by sheriff's 0flice, Fontotoe,
Miss,, on 8/35/38, for charges of arsor and disposition given
a8 three * tion. The Xdentizication Division also
advined that they hawseadvised Nemphiz of this information and
Memphis iz in receipt of the arrest record as well as photographs
of Willard, Xdentification Division sdvised that a description
of this individusl would be as white male, height S5'LL", weight
150-155, DoB 3/34/38 at Pontotoc, Niss., browa hair, dark green
eyos, Tuddy coaplexion and medium build.

~ 4 ~ ADDENNE CONTINUED ~ OVER J

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B w——

o ST

r e
m paa p >

ADDENDUM CONTINURD:

.. At 4:43 a,m., SAC Jensen also advised of this
information record in the Xdentification Division coficexrning
Willaxd, snd he was advised that the Buresu would inmediately
call Jackson to thoroughly and exhasustively check this matter

out concerning Willard at Pontotoc, Mississippi.,

At 4:30 n.m,, SAC Noore was advised of this information
record in the Identification Division files and 8AC Noore

vas inatructed to Lmmedistely determine the whersabouts of
Willard and also all possible avenues to thoroughly check

thix matter out to determine it Willaxd can be a suspect,

At 5:18 a,m., Mr, Jevons of the Laboratory called

1o adviss that the evidence as delivered by SA ritspatrick is

mow in possession of the Laboratory, and they sre commencing
1o process this meterial, ’ C

/‘J
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