


March 9, 1976

Attn: Mr. Robert A. Murphy
Room 1038 TODD

Civil Rights Division

ASSASSINATION OF :
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XX (B) HNH/pwl

1 .
NOTE: Attached is copy of Atlanta teletype dated March 8, 1976,
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© g - o —

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIUATION

- . COMMUNI N
‘.' CATIONS SECTIO ".

-t MAR 0 8 1976
URB1T AT PLAIR

. e
TELETY. , M
7306 PH NITEL 3-8-78"HLF ,

e

703 FIRECTOR,/FBI (44-38861) - )!/V (
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) ; Zj;“\\
SAC, EL PASO (44-928) -

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN, |
RE AT BITEL, MARCH 5, 1976,

Off MARCH 8, 1976, CLAUDE POWELL, JR. CONTACED AND
ADVISED HE WAS UNSURE WHETHER OR NOT PETE DAVIS PRESENT

DURING INITIAL MEETING AT BAR, HE ADVISED INCIDENT HAPPENED
QUITE A WHILE AGO AND UNABLE TO REE”MBER OR BE POSITIVE IF

DAVIS PRESENT, HOWEVER, THINKS navxs WAS PRESENT AND ALSO
THINKS THAT DAVIS OWNED BAR nua:nq MEETING., POWELL FURTHER
ADVISED THAT HIS BROTHER, LEOHN, véb HId ABOUT INITIAL
CONTACT BETVWEEN LEON POVELL AND RAY 'GODFREY IN REFERENCE
TO ACTUAL CONTACT ABOUT Assassznaﬁlou OF. MARTIN LUTHER XING.
HE LEARHED OF THIS INITIAL conracf FROH LEOR SHORTLY AFIER
THE TIME THAT RALPH CAME AND APPROACHED BOTH HE AND LEON.

I¥ VIEY OF THE FACT THAT ALL z&strxsarxow HAS BEEN

COXDUCTED IN THE ATLANTA DIVISION, u;LAHTA HOT SENDING
DAILY NITELS,  ATLANTA VWILL SUBMIT REPORT.
END,

PLS HOLD
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GARBON COPY DO NOT F

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ﬁf, ot
e o

PR
- A

—
—t

-

- Kt P




v
|
|

b

March 8, 1976 ,
Civil Rights Division . ‘ATTN: MR, ROBERT A. MURPHY

\SSASSINATION OF
RTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

B. x HNH:mlr

S
NOTE: Attached are coples of Atlanta teletypes dated 3/3/76, 3/4/76, and
8/56/16, and a'copy of a St. Louls teletype dated 3/6/176.

Also attached is a copy of an FD-302 concerning Claude Powell, Jr. on
2/26/76 at Midland, Texas.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . . FEDERAL BUREA! OF INVESHIGATION .

- COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
76
¥R018 AT PLAI E
"+ 9106 Pit NIZEL MARCH 3, 1976 LAP 19Y%4 75::A
70t DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) V/V’ ¢
EL PASO (44~520) ‘ t)fA‘\

MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN,

REATNITEL, MARCH 2, 1976.

ON MARCH 3, 1976, JACKIE POWELL, CANBY LANE, DECATUR,
GA., WAS CONTACTED AKD ADVISED HER HUSBAND, CLAUDE POWELL,
R., IS RESIDING AT THAT RESIDENCE, HOVEVER HE IS NOT AT
JOME AT PRESENT TIME. CLAUDE POVELL DOES HOT THINK HE WILL
“"RETURN TO MIDLAND, TEX., AREA. CLAUDE POVELL HAS OBTAINED A

JOB IN THE ATLANTA, GA., AREA, HOVEVER, SHE DOES KOT KNOW

WHERE HE IS WORKING. JACKIE PONELL ADVISED SHE WOULD HAVE

HER HUSBAND CONTACT THE FBI UPON HIS RETURN OR EARLY IN THE

MORNING OF MARCH 4, 1976.

ATLANTA, AT ATLANTA, WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEV CLAUDE POVELL,

R

END

HOLD FOR TWO MORE

1
|

3

" CARBON COPY DO NOT FI.”

[
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‘ FEDLRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

| MAR 04 675" L
: Ny
IRB16 AT PL?/ TELETY E !b,@’f/
7817 PM SITEL 3-4-76 HLF /[ ()
Tos IRECTOR FBI (44~38861) ~
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) | 0’

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
HURKIN, E

RE AT NITEL, MARCH 3, 1976,

ON INSTANT DATE, CLAUDE POWELL , JR. HAS NOT CONTACTED
THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI AS HIS VIFE INDICATED HE WOULD
Of MARCH 3, 1976, ATTEIPTS T0 LOCATE EITHER CLAUDE POVELL
_ OR JACKIE POWELL AT CANDY LAUE, DECATUR, GA., O THIS DATE
"WERE WEGATIVE. WESSAGES WERE LEFT AT THE RESIDENCES.

IT 1S TO BE HOTED THAT THE POWELL RESIDENCE ON CANDY
LASE DOES EOT HAVE A TELEPHONE.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, VILL CONTIKUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR.
8.
PLS HOLC

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HAR (/27976
: TELETYPE. |
“ , ‘ o e~ /uﬁ(w/«%@/’

¥

NR@15 AT PLAIH

9119 P ax;§>/§:5~7s HLFY

10: DIREGfOR, FBI (44-38861D)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FBOM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P>
MURKIN.

— -

RE AT NITEL, MARCHR 4, 1976.

REFEATED ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT CLAUDE POWELL, R.,
AT HIS ADDRESS CANDY LANE, DECATURE, GA., MN THIS DAIE
WERE HEGATIVE, MESSAGES WERE LEFT REPEATED TIMES AT

THAT RESIDENCE, THERE HAS BEEN NO PHONE CALL RECEIVED

BY THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI FROM CLAUDE POWELL, JR.
ATLANTA, VILL MAKE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND IHIERVIEW

CLAUDE POWELL, JR. MN MARCH &, 1976,
END.
FLS HOLD

T

) GARBON COPY DO NOT FILE
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. ' fED’ERALBURE'r\UtK-‘mmnu.'i
. '& ‘ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MARG 5 1976
tRo13 SL PLAIN ’
‘ TE%VPE

8122 P NIJEL 3/5/76 XCP

T0 DIRBATOR (44-38361) | Q
ATEANTA  (24-2386) [lubb%é”f&
MEMPHIS (44-1987) ‘

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775) (RUC)

MURKIN
RE ATLANTA NITEL TO BUREAU FEBRUARY 26, 1976, BUTELCALL TO

ST. LOUIS, MARCH 1, 19763 ST. LOUIS TELiTQ BU, MARCH 2, 1976,
REVIEW MARCH 5, 1976, RECORDS MAINTAINED VETERAN'S ADMINI-

" STRATION RECORDS PROCESSING CENTER (VARPC), ST, LOUIS, MO.,
" INDICATED LEON POWELL, SERIAL NUMBER 14 478 523, SsAN I

B FILED VA CLAIM JUNE 17, 1958, UNDER KUMBER C19 894 619,

~* FOR OUTPATIENT DENTAL TREATMENT, ATLANTA, GA. CLAIM DENIED o

JULY 23, 1959, DUE TO APPLICATION NOT FILED PRIOR T0 ONE YEAR
OF SEPARATION FROM ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.

VA CLAIM FILED ocTOBER 14, 1965, UrDER ssat |G v~s
MADE BY VARPC AS A REQUEST TO WATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER

" (MILITARY BRANCH), ST, LOUIS, MO., FOR SERVICE MUMBER VERIFICA=-
TION OF POWELL. NO OTHER VA CLALINS VERE LOCATED I¥ THE RECORDS.

MEDICAL RECORDS CONTAINED 8O ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN
REFERENCE TO PSYCHIATRIC COMPLAINTS.

L
HIS DPOB SHOUN AS APRIL 27, 1935, TACCOA, GEORGIA,

END &/”7(?JL“’v |
CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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3/3/18
AIRTEL
101 DIRECTOR, FTBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, EL PASO (44-920) (P)

MURRIN

, Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-302
reflect:.ng display of photographs to CLAUDE POWBLL, JR., at
Midland, Texas. Inclosed for Atlanta. and Memphis is one copy
each of the above FD-302.

@u Bureau (Enc. 2)

2 = Atlanta (44-2386) (Bnc. 1)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1)
2 - El Paso

FaMng
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F0%02 (REV, 11-27-70) ‘ ' ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 3/3/76

Date of tramscription,
t

The following photographs were displayed to CLAUDE
POWELL, JR., who was located at his place of employment whete
he was working as a carpenter:

1. TRAVIS MERLE PHILLIPS, Odessa Police Depaxrtment
(oPD) , Number 7174.

2. BILLY GENE SHAFFER, OPD Number 1696%
3. OPD Numbexr 19806
4., DBOBBY JOE SMITH

5. Composite photograph bearing Bureau File
Number 44-38861, Atlanta Pile 44-2386. ‘

After viewing the above,photographs, POWELL stated
he would be unable to identify any one of these as being
the individual who approached him and his brother, LEON
POWELL, at Pete's Bar in Atlanta, Georgis, with the propo-
sition of murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., POWELL again
stated that he would be unable to recognize the individual
should heever meet him again,

2/26/176 Midland, Texas EP 444920
taterviewed on, ot : M * 4403887
. SA FRANZ W. NENZELing , ‘ 3/1/76
y Dote dittoted
This document contgins neither recommendations nor ¢onclysions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ohd is loaned to your agency;

.
it ond ifs conlenls lare notl to be distributed ouviside your agency,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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March 8, 1976 4
ATTN: MR, ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

B. x HNHimlr

3
NOTE: Enclosed are an El Paso Teletype dated 8/1/76, a St. Louls Teletype
dated 3/2/76, and an Atlanta Teletype dated 3/2/76.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






B RECIOR (44~5836!) v
v ATLANT& (44~2386)

L

MENMPHIS <44-;981) "

- FROM . ST,.LOYIS (44-175) <P) }Tiwiﬁ

. MURKIN ' : o

;‘ RA14478523, SOCIAL SECURLTY ACCOPNY o
. APRIL 27, 1935, TOCCOA,. sseaaza,iaahxsri
L'iAILAatA, GEORGIA, AND SERVED ACTIVE, SE

RUY. SERVICE NUMBER
hr % ssat R 5ov
‘ Euzrsn STATES ARMY AT

gs? ERy 1952, TO DECEMBER 21,
;955. HE WAS. HOHORABLY RELEASED|FRON a.;iv} nurmras A PRIVATE (LIGHT
WEAPONS INFANTRY MAN) AT FORT Bjﬁhlﬁs, :

UNITED STATES ARNMY RESERVE- (USA

EOR IA, AND-iRANSFERRED 10 .

)+ HE w@s H HORADLY«DISCHARGED FROM
USAR ON DECENMBER 23, }Ssﬁ,kBY REASON OF , EXPI ATION TERN OF. .SERVICE,

LEON'S REPORT OF MEDICAL EXAMINATIQH DATED'DECEVBER 19, 1935,

' DISCLOSED "MyLTIPLE PSYCHOSOMATIC. CONPLAINTS ,. . DISQUALIFYING, ~ En

.
L
%

(ENLISTED Hnald, DID NOT XEEP. APPOINTFENT HITK<RP CLINIC. DOES NOT
DESIRE TO REMALN 1IN SERVICE FOR FURTHER TREATﬁEﬂT AND/OR NEDICAL ,

! !

GARBON GOPY DO NOT FiiE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE TWO SL 44-175
DISPOSTION.* . . | ‘
LEON ¥AS TRIED AND COMVICTED BY SUMMARY COURT MARTIAL,.JANUARY 23,
;955. FOR ABSENCE WITHOUT OFFICIAL LEAVE .(AWOL), JANUARY 3 THROUGH
14, 1953, SENTENCED. 45 DAYS. HARD LABOR AND FORFEITURE $52.803 .SPECIAL
 COURT MARTIAL ON. SEPTEMBER 14, 1954, FOR BREAKING. Rastﬂxcrzoa, 'SEN-
* TENCE 45 DAYS HARD LABOR -AND, FORFEITURE $55.08; AND BY SPECIAL COURT
RARTIAL ON AUGUST 26, 1955, FOR. AWOL' AUGUST 15, THROUGH 21, 1955,
SENTENCE ‘SIX, NONTHS CONFINENENT. HARD) LABOR AND FORFELTURE: $234.40.
LEON. O4EN FOVELL UNDER ; ssm: _ HAD, vmsnaxs aommsma-' :
TION (Va) CLAIN WITH VA narsnmacroazx 14, 1969, |
MILITARY SERVICE RECORD was,xoruLocatun FOR CLauna POWELL,
ST. LOUIS WILL REVIEW LEON PewSLL S VA CLAIN FILE' AT VA RECORD
PROCESSING CENTER, ST. LOUIS, nxssounz WHEN MADE AVAILABLE AND FUR-

NISH NITEL RESULTS TO BUREAU, ATLAHTA, AtD MEMPHIS.
END 3 o

HOLD . - | !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




"}'? ‘ FEDERAL BURERH OF INVESHEALION

o COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
i

NRE23 AT PLALN e HAR 0 24976

9:01 PM NITEL 37876 HLF TTEL&E%%ZZE{? /\} ;

105 DIRECToR, FBI (44-38861) } @W/
\

EL PASO (44~-920) ! §9
(EMPHIS (44~1587)

:;gyt ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
URKIN,

RE AT HITEL, FEB, 27, 1976,

ON MARCH 2, 1976, LEE CARROLL GODFREY WAS RECONTACTED AND
ADVISED HE DID HOT KNOW A RALPH SETZER OR A RALPH SELTZER AND
DID NOT MENTION EITHER RAWE TO HIS BROTHER, TOM, LEE GODFREY
TRAVELED TO ATLANTA OF WEEXEND OF FEB. 28, 1976, AND TALXED
70 HIS Baorxzé, ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. ARNOLD GODFREY RELATED
HE DID NOT KNOW A RALPH SNITH AND WHEN LEE DESCRIBED THE
ISDIVIDUAL HE KNEY AS RALPH SHITH, ARNOLD SAID HE THOUGHT
THE WAN®S BAME ¥AS JIif SMITH, HE DID NOT KNOW SMITH'S CURRENT
 \HEREABOUTS, ARHOLD SAID HE XHEW LEON AND CLAUDE POBELL
0N SIGHT BUT DID HGT ASSOCIATE WITH EITHER ONE, HE DESCRIBED

Qrnelil ?
THEN AS DRUNKS., LEE SAID POWELL IS AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN AFRAID
OF THE LAY WHICH IS THE REASON WHY HE IS NOT COOPERATING WITH
THE FBI. LEE SAID ARNOLD DENIED ANY XNOWLEDGE OF THE ALLEGED
END PAGE ONE

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE Tw0, AT 44-2386
CONTRACT FOR MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR, OR ANYTHING RELATED T0 THE Wﬂf’iﬁ

BUREAU'S INVESTIGATION, /A !
| LEE CARROLL GODFREY SAID THAT VHILE INCARCERATED IN rw% M
REIDSVILLE, GA., PENITENTIARY, DATE UURECALLED, MARTIN LUTHER W A
KIN8, JR., WAS ARRESTED FOR PARTICIPATING IN A DEMONSTRATION

pth
AND WAS PLACED IN A GELL ADJACENT TO GODFREY, LEE SAID HE M ”50
TALKED T0 KING FOR TWO DAYS PRIOR TO HIS RELEASE, »/ 74 ,,r,f‘wp

LAY
ATTENPTS TO LOCATE CLAUDE POVELL, JR. ON WARCH 2, 1976, VERE v/ 7{
NEGATIVE.
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW
CLAUDE POWELL, JR. AT KIS RESIDENCE.
END.
CKB FBIHQ ACK TXS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3/1/76
Civil Rights Division

JATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

my , : 2/21/76

(Rl Wrowog—

1 NOTE: Enclosed is a copy of a teletype dated
2/27/76 f£rom our Atlanta Office.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PLAINTEXT . : TELETYPE URGENT

TO SACS ATLANTA (44-2386) 2/27/16
' EL PASO  (44-920) | '
Mr. Moore

MEMPEIS  (44-1987) Mr. Helterhoff
FROM DIRECTOR PBI (44-3886]) e
MURKIN |

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1976, DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ROBZRT A.
MURPHY, CHIEF OF CRIMINAL SECTION, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
(CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED,
JACK V. DORSEY, ATTORNEY FOR ARNOLD RAY GODFREY IN ATLANTA,
RELATIVE TO WHETHER GODFREY WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR
INTERVIEW. DORSEY TOLD MURPHY HE WOULD DISCUSS THIS WITH
WIS CLIENT, GODFREY, AND, THEREAPTER, WOULD CONTACT MURPHY
DIRECT RE DECISION AS TO WEETHER GODFREY WILL BE MADE
AVATLABLE POR ANY FURTHER INTERVIEW. ATLANTA WILL BE
 ADVISED OF RESULTS.

EL PASO REINTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND ASK HIM
WHETHER PETE DAVIS WAS PRESENT DURING THE INITIAL MEETING
AT THE BAR. ALSO DETERMINE WIEN AND MOW HE LATER LEARNED
GODFREY MADE AN INITIAL CONTACT WITH LEON OWEN POWELL

HNH:bap (4) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE...

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE THO (44-3886])

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE UNKNOWN SUBJECTS
PROPOSTTION TO MURDER KING AS SET FORTH IN YOUR
JELETYPE PEBRUARY 6, 1976. EL PASO SUTEL SUMMARY
RESULTS . ‘

CEND :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TELETYPE ‘70 SACS, AT, EP, ME '
RE: MURKIN ‘

‘NOTE: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled
guilty to this murder and presently is in'local confinement.

As set forth in previous memoranda, we are conducting
an investigation at the request of the CRD to resolve a
recent allegation (made in January, 1976) by Leon Owen Powell
and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to the
assassination of King, they were offered payment to murdex
King. Their accounts of this alleged incident differ in
many respects.

Leon states he and Claude were in a bar in Atlanta
in November of 1967, and ‘a Ray Godfrey asked them if they
would be interested in making “big money” to kill Xing. A
couple of days later, a Ralph (LNU) approached then in the
bar and indicated he had "25" in his briefcase and had "50"
noxe when King was buried. ZLeon had initially stated during
interview that Ralph only said "X guess you know why I'm
here"™ and never actually said money being offered to them was
to kill King.” Claude states meeting occurred in about March
of 1968. EHis account differs substantially f£rom Leon's,
however, does say they were approached in a bar by an unknown-
subject who offered them $50,000 to kill King.

: Leon was given a Bureau polygraph examination. ’

which was “inconclusive."” <Claude was given a Bureau
‘polygraph, which determined that Claude was "truth-

' telling.” .
Our investigatxon fully identified Ray Godfrey as Arnold.
Ray Godfrey. During initial interview, Godfrey denied any
involvement, and agreed to submit to a polygraph. When he was
subsequently contacted re taking the polygraph, Godfrey stated
"I anm Jdnnocent"; stated he did wish to take the polygraph and
did not wish to talk to the FBI any further. He stated if the
FBX needs any further information they should contact his, attorney.

- We have conducted extensive investigation in this matter.
Oon 2/27/76, Departmental Attorney Murphy contacted Godfrey's
attorney as set forth abave, to attempt to arrange further
interviews with Godfrey in order to xesolve this allegation.

This advises AT of this contact by Murphy and also
instructs El Paso to reinterview Claude to resolve further
discrepancies. . (Leon claimed Pete Davis, the bar owner, obsexved
Ralph. Our investigation determined Pete Davis is deceased
and was not connected with bar at time of this alleged incident )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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* - ‘ ‘ February 27, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: MR. ROBERT A, MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my 2/25/76

B. x HNH:mlr

e

3 i 2 ;1;' .
NOTE: Enclosed {8 a copy of an Atlanta teletype dated 3/25/76, an Atlanta
teletype dated 2/26/76, and an El Paso teletype dated 2/26/76.

7
/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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N e - £RAL BUREA OF INVESTIGATION
v s @  TohiuICATIONS SECTION @

FEB 26 1976 o\

- TELETYPE -
HNRO17 AT PLAIN & W

§144 PM BITEL 2-26-76 HLF ({/V ¢ %
T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38861) ; Cyg”‘\

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) )

SAC, ST. LOUIS
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIH, _

__RE a1 NITEL, FEB. 25, 1976.

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, DURING ORIGINAL INTERVIEV
WITH LEON POVELL, POWELL AﬁVI SED THAT WHEMN ME FIRST MET RALPH
(LNU), RALPH AND HE AND HIS BROTHER WENT TO BACK ROOM OF BAR AND
SAT I THE BOOTHS, HOWEVER, DURING SUBSZQUENI INTERVIEW, UHEN
PONELL WAS SKETC 1I4G DIAGRAM OF BAR, POWELL ADVISED THAT HE,
HIS BROTHER AND RALPH WENT TO ONE OF THE TABLES LOCATED IN THE
BACK PART OF THE BAR. POVELL ADVISED HE COULD HOT REMEZNBER VHICH
SPECIFIC TABLE, HOYEVER, THOUGHT IT WAS ONE RIGHT BEHI D THE
PARTITION WHICH SEPARATED THIS ROOM FROY THE BAR.

ATTENPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BILL LOVERY OF LOWERY
MUSIC COMPANY ON TODAY'S DATE YAS NEGATIVE. LOWERY'S SECRETARYT

ADVISED THAT HE WOULD NOT RETURN fO QFFICE UNTIL A,¥. F FEB. 27,

o -
!976¢ 4 !,A"h ‘f . P i
END PAGE ONE “V {' pooo
,‘/«4 T‘ p " '
..‘(f E"lry"g [}
ﬂ":‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TUO, AT 44-2386
FOR INFORMATIOR OF ST, LQUIS, Off JAN, 12, 1976, LEOH POWELL

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI AND ADVISED
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POQELL JR., HAD BEEN APPROACHED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL ARD ASKED IF THEY UOULD BE INIERESTED In
ASSASSINATING MARTIN LUTHER KING., THIS IﬂDIVIDUAL THEN PUT THEYM

I¥ CONTACT WITH A THIRD INDIVIDUAL, XNOWN ONLY TO THE POWELLS AS
RALPH (LNU), WHO OFFERED THE POWE#LS ﬁPPROXIﬂATELY $75,002 10
DO THIS ASSASSINATION, HHE POWELLS CLAIEED THEY NEVER TOOX THE
CORTRACT AND DISHISSED THIS UNTIL THE RECENT DAN RATHER SPECIAL
ORI:RE’ASSASSIﬂATIO§ OF'KIHG THE RELATIVES OF THE POWELLS HAVE
BEEN CONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT THEY ARE Nbf SURE THAT THIS
INCIDENT AS RELATED BY THE POWELL BROTHERS ACTUALLY HAPPEKED

IN VIEY OF THE FACT THAT BOTH LEON AND CLAUDE, JR., HAVE BEEN
KNOWNDTO DRINK QUITE HEAVILY, HOWEVER, BOTH LEON AND CLAUDE, JR.,

AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BY POLYGRAPH EXAMIRERS OF THE FBI
AND CLAUDE ¥0¥ELL, KR.'é EXAMINAT ION INDICATED THAT HE WAS |
TELLING THE TRUTH. BUREAU HAS REQUESTED THAT THE MILITARY HISTORY
ON BOTH CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL BE RESEARCHED TO HOTE WHETHER OR

NOT THERE IS ANY INDICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOG ICAL PROBLEMS OR ANY OTHER
END PAGE T¥0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE THREE, UT 44-2386
PSYCHOLOGICAL DETAILS ON EITHER LEON OR CLAUDE POWELL.

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS A BACKGROU D OF LEON OWEN
PO%?ELL':

w/4, DOB APRIL 27, 1935, STEVENS COUNTY, GA., SERVED IV
ARMY FROM 1952-55, WITH REGULAR ARMY NO. RA 14478523,

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS FOR CLAUDE POXELL, JR,:

W/, DOB MARCH 26, 1926, STEVENS COUNIY, GA., THERE IS X0
RECORD I THE FILE THAT CLAUDE POYELL, JR., EVER SERVED IN ANY
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

ST. LOUIS AT ST, LOUIS, WILL AT FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER,
ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION CONCERRING MIL"TARY
HISTORY OF BOTH CLAUDE A D LEON POVELL, NOT J4G PARTICULLARLY ANY
REFERENCES TO ANY MEDICAL PROBLEMS OR PSYCHOLCG ICAL PROBLEMS
OF EITHER OR BOTH OF THEXN.

ATLANTA AY ATLANTA, WILL ATTEWPT TO CONTACT BILL LOWERY
AND ASCERTAIN FROM HIM IF HE KNOUS ANY RALPH (LNU).

END.
PLS HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTISATICN

S . . COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ®
: o FEB 9376 |
o2 EP PLAIN mm{ﬁ@g

L]
'

18357AM URGENT FEBRUARY 26, 1976 16S
10t . DIRECTOR (44-38861)

MEMPHIS (44=1987)
" ATLANTA (44-2386)

FROW: L PASLO (44-920)

WURKIHS .
REATLAKTA NITEL TO XL PASO, FEBRUARY 17, 1576,
COMPOSITE PHOTOGKAPH OF RALPH (LHU) RECEIVED AT
manara RESIDENT AGENCY, FﬁBRUARY 25, 1976, _
 ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (L¥U)' ustLavsu o
 SPREAD OF FHOTOG?APHS TO CLAUDE FOWELL, JR., FEBRUARY 26,

. 1976, POVILL MIAELE T0 IDENTIFY ANY OF PHOTOGR&P}{S AS

BEING TWDIVIDUAL WHO APPROACHED HIN AND HIS BROTHER IS

t

4

'

. CMP FBIHQ ACX CLR TU' )

PETE'S BAR 18 ATLANTA, GEORGIA, T ASSASSINATE MARTIN
LUTHER XING, POVELL AGAIN STATED HE 4OULD WOT RECOGRIZE
THE INDIVIDUAL IF HE WERE EVER TO MEET HIV AGAIN.
FD~322 FOLLOUS. .
D,

'

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE
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February 25, 1976,

ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY
‘ROOM 1038 T0ODD

Civil Rights Division

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my 2/24/176

= (DWW

2 NOTE: Attached are copies of a teletype from
Atlanta dated 2/24/76 and a teletype from
Menmphis dated 2/24/76.
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PAGE SUMBER TWD

.

AT 44-238% o | : ! ,
AS RALPH. SHITH, A FORMER ASSOCIATE OF HIS AMD, Hxs“BROIHER S

navOLo RAY, WHEN HE LAST SAW RALPH THREE AHD ONT JALF vvnnc
ACO RALPR HAD | n DUCK TAIL HAIR CUT, FULL ot THE sxars AND:

FLAT 03 TOP, . HE 4AS APPPOXI IATELY 45 YEARS OLD, NUGH 0LD£?
TRAT/THE COMPOSITE. THE OHLY INDIVIDUAL LEE COULD BEMEREER -

WHO KNEW RALPH WAS A DIVORCEE NAMED LAVENE COOK (PRONETIC)
#HO RESIDED IN MARIETTA, GEORGIA.

0Ol TODAY'S DATE, BARBQRA WAGER, DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VERIGLES

FOR THE STATE OF GEORCIA, ATLANTA, CEORGIA, WAS Gﬂ&TACIEn AhD
REQUESTED THAT SHBE REVIEW THE STATE OF GEORGIA'S ?¢CORﬁs FGT

rd QUTOMOBILE CWNED BY ARNOLD RAY GODFREY DURING THE YEAR. 1967

AN 1568, MRS. WAGER ADVISED IT MWOULD BE GUITE t;iﬁurzva T0
REVIEW THEST FILES BUT WOULD ATTENPT 10 DO SO. B

JOE WALLACE, SECURITY OFFICE R’ DELTA AIR LINES, ATLANTA,
GEORGIA, ADVISED THAT THE AIR LINES DOES WOT XEEP THE ACTUAL
| HAMES OF IMIVIDUALS HKO FL%G&? ON THEIR AIR LINES. THE BAWES

" ARE XEPT O A CCVPBxFR RUN YWHICH IS ONLY MhIﬂTAIﬂFD It THEIR

FILES FOR 30 DAYS. THE ACTUAL TICXETS ARE MATNTAINED BY T{E

. EMD OF PAGE TUYBER TUO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. PAGE BUMBER THREE
AT 43-2386 | o
AIR LINES FOR 90 DAYS ACCORDIXG TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE
B, : | . R S
0N TODAY'S DATE, RETIY W, YSELY, PERSONAL RECORDS, ézbrara
NATIONAL evaao ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED THAT ARNOLD RAY san?any,
' BORN OH JUNE 11, 1930, COPPER HILL, TENNESSEE, AND ENLISTED IN -
- THE GUARD O JAKUARY 9, 1951, NE ESLISTED 1HTO THE MEDICAL -
COMPAKY WITH THE 122 szaarav THIS UNIT WAS LDCATED IR ATLAnIA,
| CEORGIAL GODFREY ¥AS DISCHARGED 1954 AS A CORPORAL YITA AN HOMORASLE

D;SCHQRG WIS OGCUPQIIOﬂ DURIMG SERVICE Qﬁq A LIGHT TRUGK

VDRIVE?; ?VGORDS HAVE NQ FURTHER IHFORHATIQH» :
ﬂUNERDUo INDIVIDUALS VYHO xn*w AQﬁQLD RAY. GnDF?EY IR
‘1963?69 INIERVIiﬁﬂb A1 -ALL ACKS OVLEDQFD EODFREY. AS A "GGGB

CLajcouaIR#‘ao ® §ITH 80 VIOLENT TERDENCIES., ONE' InQIVIBUﬁL

. - STATED GODFR Y HAD RO ‘USE FOR ﬁEGROES BUT GOULB fioy HAR%

QNYOV
ED PASE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR, AT 44-2326. ;

DIAUE BRADY ADVISED GODFRTY STILL FREQUENTS THE “OFFICE"
AD IS VELL KNOWN TO HER. GODFAEY IS A VERY AWIAALE PFRSOS
VITH %0 VIOLEWT TENDENCIZS.

" IT IS TO BE KOTED IN PREVIOUS TWLETYPE, LEE CARROLL
CODFREY WAS MENTIONED AS A COUSIN OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, WHEW
I FACT, HE IS BROTHER OF ARNOLD., " N
LEADS. ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. VILL RECONTACT BARBARA VAOER.,
AT MARIETTA, GA, ATTEMPT TO LOGATE AND INTERVIEW LOVIKE *

FLS HOLD -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




| 5 | . v ' rfbm%&mmmssnamg
T . COMMUITCATIONS SECTION
;;R%a *4&' PLATN
}‘pﬁ:lGPN WITEL FEBURA
10 DI&EGIOR (44,38861)
: ‘;‘aIL»&TA (44-2387)
. fRONxMLﬂPHlﬁ (44-1887) (P)
Q HURKIN. ,
; ) RE ATLANTA YELETYPE TO THe BUREAU, szanugav as, 19763
BUREAD TELCALL TO MENPHIS, FEBRUARY 24, 1976,
| A REVIEW OF THE 1963 HASHVILLE TELEPHONE DIRECTORY REVESLED
© THAT THERE {SRE FORTY WOTELS 1% DOYNTOWH AREA: AND 22 IH ra? |
S;}EQRBA‘! AR’"’A.
CTHE sOLLoych SANPLING WAS MADE OF SOME OF THE rorsts-
T ALavO PLAZA HOTEL cnuars 458 MURFREESBORO ROAD, RaVEALLD
THAT THEY HAVE RE cenns DATLHG BACK 10 SEVEN YEARS3
»  BILTNGRE MOTEL,. zaea FRANKLI% ROAD, ONLY HAVING nzcoans
DATING BACK TO, 19793 ANY ?azvzoua RECORDS ?OSSI“LY EXIST AT
PROVIDENT TRYST COMPANY 18 ANSHVILLE S
. * CONTINENTAL, INKS OF Amsaxca, 3£3 I4TERSTATE DRIV:, HAVIHG
'RECORDS DATING. BACK fxvs'ro SEVEN YERRS:
CAPITAL PARK 1NN, 409 FIFTH AVENUE HORTH, HaVIﬂC RﬁCOﬂus

. IN STORAGE ROCM BUT WOT ¥ILED BY YEARS;

T CARRON (ADY DA NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.PAGL Te0 QIE 44-1587> .
‘', WOKTEREY MOTEL, 332y DICKE EASON ROAD, HAVING RECORDS DATING
BACK APPROXIMATELY SIX YEARS

7 HOLIDAY xnw 238 WEST xqznzrv ONE OF THE HOTELS LISTED
As CPEHING IY 1AY, 1968, '
L HO ATTENPT yILL EE MADE TO LOCATE GUEST REGISTRATION CARD
‘? FG% GOB?REY 3&%110?&3 I8 RE BuycaLL' uacs.

r.!sD. -

¥

kH
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February 24, 1976

Attn: Mr. Robert A. Murphy
Room 1038 TODD

Civil Rights Division

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my February 20, 1976

xx (B) HNH/pwl

2
NOTE: Attached are copies of Atlanta teletypes 2/20/76 and 2/23/786.
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T ‘ . FEDERAL CUREAU OF FRVESTIGATION ‘
COMMUNICATIONS SreTioN

¢y
IRIZ AT PLAIN  / FEBZ51 !0

613¢ Pt ITEL 2-7/5-76 HLF [ELET Yﬁ’i-
Tb:ni ‘D:RECT‘R (42-38861)
oo (44-928)
WEVPHIA (A44-1987),

FROK:  ATLASTA (44-2366) (P)
MURK T8, |

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE, FEBRUARY 28, 1976,

LIEUTENANT STRICKLAND, PERNIT SECTION, ATLANTA PD, ATLANTA,
| GEORGIA, ADVISED DIAUE BRAND, AKA BRADY, TGOK OVER MANAGENENT OF
BAR NAMED “THE OFFICE" ON AUGUST 28, 1974, PREVIOUS OUNER THOMAS

© M HYATT, 2131 FLAT SHOALS ROAD, ATLANTA, HYATT OWHED BAR FROM

' FERRUARY, 1972 TO AUGUST, 1974. OWNER PRIOR TO THAT VAS A JANES
MAYEARD LIVINGSTONE, €22 FARRAR GOURT, DECATUR, GEORGIA. LIVING-
STONE OWNED BAR FROM 1569 THROUGH 1972,

HANAGER, GPARTMENTS LOCATED AT 4131 FLAT SHOALS ROAD, ADVISED
THOMAS *, MYATT HAS NOT LIVED AT THAT ADDRESS FOR AT LEAST TUD
YEARS, SHE HAS BEEN MANAGER AT THAT COMPLEX FOR THAT PERTOD OF
CTIME. SHE UAS UNABLE T0 FIND ANY MATERIAL 17 HER FILE REGARDING
THOMAS M. HYATT. RECORDS OF THE US POST OFFICE, EAST ATLANTA
SRAKCH, METROPOLITAN AVENUNE, ATLANTA, GAs, REVIEUED UITH NEGATIVE

ESLLTS REGARDING ANY Fonwawazﬁa ADDRESS FOR THOMAS M. WYATT,
FND PPGE OXE, ’ . |

CARBON CCOIY 22 MOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO (44-3486)
CARRIER FOR THAT ROUTZ ADVISED HYATT HAS BCED GOHE‘FROM THAY
ANDRESS FOR AFPROXIMATELY THREE YEARS.

ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY AND ATLANTA SURURBAN DIRECTORY
LI15TS APPROXIMATELY OHE HUNDRED AHD FOUR EITHER RALPH OR INITIAL
R, SMITHS, TIHE GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRZGTORY
LISTS If EXCESS OF ONZ HUNDRED AND FOUR EITHER RALPH OR INITIAL

'Re SMITHS., NEITHER THE CITY DIRECTORY !OR THE ITELEFPHONE BOOR

HAVE ANY LISTIXG FOR AN Re OR RALPH SETZER.

IT IS 70 BE HOTED THAT DURING ORIGINAL INTERVIEW OF ARHOLD
RAY GODFREY, AXA RAY GODFREY, HE STATED HE THOUGNT HE WAS IN
NASHVILLE, TEﬂNES$E?}“SHACKED UP™ 0l THE DAY MARTIY LUTHER KIkG,
JRs. KAS KTLLED, GODFREY THOUGHT HE COULD VERIFY IS THROUGH
S0uE PERSOUAL RECORDS, HOWEYER, SI¥CE THAT TIME IT IS 70 BT

SOTED THAT WE HAS BECONE UNCOGPERATIVE,

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. . 1) ATTEMPT TD FSTABLISH TYPE OF
VEHICLE GODFREY OYWMED 1M 1968. (R) ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH FURTHER
BACKGROUND O ARHOLD RAY S0DREY. (3) ATIENMPT TO ASCERTAIDN IF
RZODFREY EVER IN MILITARY SERVICE,

ENDe
PLS HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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February 20, 1976

( Rights ‘
Civil Rights Division ATTENTION: Mr. Robert A, Murphy

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my , February 18, 1976

X (B) EIM/pwl

3
NOTE: Attached are coples of Atlanta teletypes dated February 18 and 19,
1976.
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1fpas£ 00 <44~zsss; ( |
 ANYONE BY THE NAME OF RALPH. JAMES P, “TOMMY" GODFREY, SUGAR
| CREEX ROAD, FABMIN COUNTY, GEORGIA, ADVISED HE HAS NIVER HEARD OF
AuY ASSASSINATION PLOT. KE HAS K0 KIOVLEDGE OF AUYONE NAUED
" POVELL, - 4v<no£s XNOY THAT HIS BROTHIR, AKNOLD RAY, AND COUSIN,
. LEE CARROLL, PLAYED Td A BAUD UITH AN INDIVIDUAL AMED RALPH,
STTZER (PHONETIC), THE BAHD FLAYZD AT &' BAR LOCATED IH ATLAKTA

, CALLED. “fq"‘Q#FICE"., NOWE OF THE FAWILY CAW BELLEVE Tunr ARHOLD

CORAY GSDFREY COULD BE 1 AhY SORT OF TROUBLE,
\ ?ATSY BOOZER, ﬁTLAnTA, QEORGIA, ADVISED SHE HORKED FOR

. LEN1S CLARK AT BILL BAILEY'S LOUNGE., SHE PICKEﬂ~QUI)IHE PICTURE
|OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY FROM AYSFﬁaﬁﬁ OF PHOTOGRAPHS, . SHE STATED

. scﬁFﬁ:Y A FREQUENT CUSTOMER. SHE HAD DEVER KUIOWH GODFAEY 10
ik xn ABY SORT OF TROUBLE. SHE MAS NEVER HIARD OF anan OR
LEON PCIELL, SHE DID 1T KEOW ANY OF RAY GODFREY'S FRIENDS,

. WAS UHADLu 10 SELECT THE .COMPOSITE oF RﬁL?H FROK SPREAD OF -
Pdorusnapﬂs AS BELNG A CUSTOMER IRt BILL BaxLay's. WREN
 $PECIFICALLY SHOYN THE COHPO“ITE, SHE STATED SHE unn HEVER THE

o INDIVIDUAL. ’

,gmzmmémw.

3

™0
pe
)
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PAGE THREE (44-2376)

HAZEL EVANS CONTACTED AND ADVISED SUE WAS BARTEHDER AT BILL
BAILSY' S FROI 1966 UNTIL 1569, SHE MORKED TUZ NICHT SHIFT, SHE

LaME 1IN AT G134 Pﬁnﬂﬂb YORKED UNTIL 2exi AM, THE DAY BARTENDER

YAS JUWE HALL. A COUPLE OF TIMES HER WIECE, PATCSY BOOZER, WORKED
Ik THE BAR. BILL‘BNILZY OH”ED THE BAR IR 1936, HOWEVER, WAS

' BOUGHT OUT IN 1967 Q? 156% BY LEWIS CLARK; HO&EVcR, CLARK MAHAGED

THV BUSIKESS DURIHG TH? wHCL& TIME, BAILEY RAD VZRY LITTLE 10 bo

;'”ITH IHE AR aHD 1T HA , VERY SELQOW HE ﬁnht TO THE LCCATION, SAE
' ?ICKED THdE PHOTPGRAPH Or ARGOLD RAY GODFREY OUT OF A SPREAD Or
. PhUTC&Rﬁ?%& ﬁkﬁ aDVIQED Sﬂﬁ HAS KHOWR HIM SIHCE HE POVED 10 ﬁTLAéiA

fﬂﬂﬂ CQPP IR HILL, TFNHE SEE. SHE STATED HE UAS fi VEEY AULET
14DIVIDUAL AHD COULD NOT BELIEVE HE wOULD BE IN ANY SORT OF
TROURLE,. BHE ALE0 PIC? 2 THE PIGTURE OF CLAUDE POVELL AS BEILG A

"FRCQUaxT PQTRO% AT THE BAR. SHE WAS UNABLE TO PICK FROM THE SPREAD

OF PhOTOG APHS THE ARTIST' S COLCEPTION OF RALPH (LHU) AS B”IVG )

',uITHFH A ?éTPGﬁ OF THE BAR OR A FRIEGD oF ?&Y BODFREY. WHEN

aPECIFICALLY $HOWN THE nmxsr' 5 CONCEPTION, SHE STATED SHE DID @04
REMENBER ANY ILDIVIDUAL WHO LOOKED LIKE THAY LVER BEIKG AT THE
BAR, EVANS ADVISED GODFREY HEVER WORKED AS A BARTENDER AL BAILEY'S.
END' PAGE THREZ. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR (44-2386)

SHE KiCHS OF 80 OTHER. IdD:VIHUaL 0 FREQUENTED THE BAR;. UAHED
RALFIl.  SHE DOES NOT XUOW UHERE AKY OF THE FORMER PATRONS O
LPILL BAILEY'S CAM 80U BE LOCATED, |

ATLANTA AT ATLANIA, WILL ATTENPT TO CONTACT. DI&KE BRADY, .

“THZ OFFICE BAR®, TO IDENTIFY RALPH STTZER CPHONETIC),
END, |
FLS HOLD FOR ONZ WORE TEL

L]
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