


PAGE TIREE (44~2326)
‘?zﬁy IT HARD 70 BELIEVE THAT RAY GODFREY 4AS T1l ANY SORT QF' o
" TROUBLE AUD THAT THE FOWELL BROTHERS, WHOM SHE KWOUS TO BE
ALCOKOLICS AND FRIEUDLY INDIVIDUALS COULD BE ACCUSED OF. DOLKG
ANYTHIVG UROMG, I , L
ATLANTA AT QILMER COUNTY., VILL EXNIBIT PHOTUGHAPA OF ..
RALPH CLEW) T0 LEE CARROLL GODFREY AND ASCERTAIN IF RALPH (LULY
15 IDENTICAL WITH RALPH (SWITH OR SETZERY CPRONETIC), -
B, o ;o | S

PLS HOLD
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2/18/76
Civil Rights Division

ASBASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ny | 2/17/176

b § NOTE: Attached is a copy of an Atlanta
teletype dated 2/17/76.

t
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2/17/76 "

Ciyil Rights Division, ; ‘ .
ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

xx@;\\%m\—ubgj/ -

4 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

3
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NOTE: Attached are copies of Atlanta teletypes dated

: 2/12/76 and 2/13/76. Also attached is a copy of an
FD-302 containing interview of Claude Powell, Jr., and a
copy of a sketch of Pete's Bar which was drawn by SA Franz W.
Nenzel upon information given by Claude Powell, Jr.

Télephone:records at the Scottish Inn, Midland,
Texas, reflect several outgoing calls, none of which
were made by Claude Powell, Jr. <

William Dean Woodcock, Claude's roormate and
business partner, advised that Claude told him of the
alleged meeting at Pete's Bar in Atlanta, Georgia, after
“initial interxview by FBI Agents. Woodcock said that *
to the best of his knowledge, he is the only co-worker
of Claude's who knows of the alleged neeting. He said
Claude told him because of their business xrelationship
and his interest in the reason the FBI was contacting
Claude. He believed Claude would have no reason ‘to lie
concerning the alleged meeting.
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2/10/76
AIRTEL

01 DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38261)

EOM SAC, EL PASO (44-920) (P)

SULJECT: MURRIN

Enclosed for tha Burcau are two copies of an
™M=302 reflacting tho Intarview of CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,
at Midland, Texas. . Enclosad for Atlanta and lJemphis
is ona copy each of the abova FDP-302. Also anclosed
for the Bureau is a copy of a skatch of Pate's Dar
which was drawn by SA FRANEZ W, MENZRL ‘upon information
giVen by CLAUDE ?om JR.

Teleghone recorda at the. Scottish Inn, w.dland,
Texas, reflect sevaral outgoing calls, none of which,
vars maéa by QLAUB" POAELL,: 371'!: .

: . MILLIAM DEAY WOODRCOCK, ,czm:os*s xoomatg am‘i
bu,sinass partnar, advised that CLAUDE told him of the
alleged mgeting at Pate’'s Bar in Atlanta, Georgia, after
initial dintorview by TBI Agents. WOODCOCK said that

to the best of his knowladas ha is the only co-vorkar
of CLAUDE'S who knows of tha alleged meeting, Ha sald
CLAUDE told him bacause of thelr businsss relationship
and his interest in the reason the PBYI was contacting
CLAUDE. He bhellevad CLAUDE would have no rgason to lie
concerning the alleged meating, :

»

s

@- ‘Buraau (Enc., 3)

2~ Atlanta (44-2386) {Enc. 1)
2 Memnhis (44%1937) (Enc. 1)
2= El raso
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N +%~ 4+4n%4 CLAUDE: POWELL,. JR.!,”:Room 2114 Scottish Inn,
e ow L was ‘interviewed :in-his motel. room during:the ‘late
DR evening of FPebruary 5,.1976. i ¢ * . .2% Raonl..
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Discrepancies in his version of an alleged
reeting with an unknown white male at Pete's Bar
Atlanta, Georgia, as ‘compared with LEON POWELL's were
discussed. CLAUDE stated that any discrepancies are
a result of a long passage of time since ‘the incident
and his statement is accurate in his recollection. He
clarified his- relationship with RAY GODFREY stating that
GODFREY was a friend whom he has known for many years
but GODFREY was.more closely associated and a better
friend of LEON'S. CLAUDE also commented that he later
learned GODFREY made an initial contact with LEON
approximately one week prior to the unknown white male's
¢ proposition to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING but he did not
. know anything about the meeting at Pete's Bar until the
unknown white male seated himself and made the offer,
nor did he have prior knowledge of what transpired between
GODFREY and LEON. 1 : .
Other than these changes, CLAUDE stands by
his original statement, emphasizing that his statement
may differ in some aspects with LEON's statement but the
fact is, both he and LEON witnessed the offer of a
substantial amount of money by an unknown white male to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING.

In addition, CLAUDE stated he and LEON talked
about the alleged meeting with the unknown white male
frequently after i#s occurrence but as time passy, they
talked about it less and less. He said that he and LEON
worked together on the same job at the time of the alleged

v meeting and continued to do so until approximately three
months ago. He knows of no one who could verify that they
were in Atlanta, Georgia, at the time of the alleged meeting
but stated that both, he and LEON, were residing in
Decatur, Georgia, during this time. CLAUDE described

) - S » EP 44-920
Iaterviewed on2/6/76 : ot Hidland' Texas Fite # ME 44-1987
. SA FRANZ W, NENZEL  /pnm _ate dictted 2/9/76 ‘

This documen? conlcins nsiher recommendations ace conclusions of the FBI Nt is the property of the FBI ond is loaned 16 youe agency;
:
 ond s costerts ore At 1o be distributed ou'side your ogency, ,

" —
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the interior’ of Pete's Bar, including'thetbooth
where each participant-of the allged meeting was
seated and a sketch was made by Special Agent _
_ PRANZ W. NENZEL. -CLAUDE was-qquestioned specifically
concerning his polygraph examination ini response to
the question "po you know who asked you and LEON to
k111 MARTIN LUTHER KING?", and he denled having any
_prior knowledge of the midentified person who offered
he and LEOW $25,000 to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. - N

13

CLAUDE stated that he telephonically con-+
tacted his brother, LEON PFOWELL, at telephone number
404-289-1545, Decatur, Georgia (telephone number is for

' DAVID POWELL. CLAUDE'S nephew) after initial interview
by FBI Agents at Midland, Texas. CLAUDE "stated that he
and LEON discussed the interview. :

In addition, CLAUDE stated he had discussed
the alleged meeting with the unknown person at Pete's
Bar with WILLIAM DEAN WOODCOCK, his partner in business

and roommate at the Scottish Inn. WOODCOCK is the only fellow

employee whom he told of the alleged meeting.
.. CLAUDE stated that the unknown person who
offered them the money to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING
aid not have any type of an accent. He repeated that
all aspects of his statemrent including description,
time reference and conversation between the unknown
person who made the offer to kill -MARTIN LUTHER KING
were true and;accgratexto the best of his recollection.
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resting 2nd-coatinued to do =20 vntil anproidrars.y tn.es
months &qo, e knows of 1o one who could waxify that they
wnra in Atlonta, fesxgla, zt the time cf tue alioosd mreting

o cral h WRat Tech, he and IS, worp residing in

-

pecatur, Georgia; <uxing this tima, CLAUDE Gezcrided

~a

WL »
o e e " EP 44~920
wisreewed ea2/6/76 _ o }L"‘dland' Texas s & Y 44-1587
. . \ . -,
o SA mmg W. H2NZEL /e o daaret 2/9/76
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PAGE TWO (44-2386) - |

| APARTENENTS , KENNESAW , GEORGIA, CUNTACTLD AND ADVISED SHE DOES -
"NOT KNOW ANY UF RAY'S FRIESDS. RAY DUZS HOT CONTACT HIS ROTHER
VERY OFTEN AND THUS WELTHER SHE NUR HER HUTHR KNONS AWY OF
RAY'S FRIENUS. | o | .

: _""'“’m.gam AT ATLANTA.' LUCATE AND INTSRVIEW "'mm‘vaaam.ifl
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< ~ February 12, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPRY

Room 1038_Todd Bullding _

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

¥

my - February 11, 1076

NOTE: - Attached is'a copy of an Atlanta teletype dated 2/11/76 and 2 copy of
an FBI Identification Record for Lee Carrol Godirey.
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e D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . 2-10-76. 18 EB - |
< Lo FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI Lt e R TEEIITIR L
, . " WASHINGTON 25, D. C. . W PRatiae T e

| | .. : - '{wENT;FICAT’mN DIVISION )

Z " The following FBI record, NUMBER 18 535 / , is Faraied FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
CNCERPRNTST M: AND NUMSER e CHARGE . , DISPOSITON

PD Atlanta Qa ; ' “Lee Carrol " 16-13-56 | 0.A.I &v’speeding $150 & 12 mos

: { BT Godfreﬁ . e A . on chg of

: e | #7451 o , speeding

a7 5 K '-’/"" : ',' .

PD Jacdksonville Flz| Lee Dudley = [12-13-58| vag/ &:iny. “2-16-58 disa

I - ;/a Godfrey T .- . ‘ on chg of vag }

1‘-‘{:;:» ' - . #118‘219 B ., ’ iy = ::' 'k_:‘a ! / ' “(!

- Lo - Ve o ,w : z"“ )

. PD Ablanta Ga” ,:/ Lee Carroll 3-10-59 | DC worthless 2 mo3 p"ob on’
. .. :‘_ . :Godfrey #171;5124 chks ‘g - chg* of E‘rd Chks
- - F : . Lo 6-24—59' v

PD Atlanta Ga . Lee Carool 6-23-59 |L of A /B-4 yrs conc
S -{Godfrey #1TA514 R /sent now

o T o . L *’erving 7-—9-59

4 Tr s . x.

St BRd of Corr I{ae Godf.‘rev' - 1 7-20-59 | rape - (3) armed Total 3.0-90
Atlanta Ga - . £8113582/36816 rob (3) obt /4 yrs "

e . Pt i + - | money ‘onwir Recaptuxed
i . - ) | ficticious name 10-18-50 on cks
- HE o fraud chk of Rape(3)

- . - juttering Arced Rob (3)
o . - .} £raudulent chks

SV S .+ | (5) halicious | Obt Goods by
R p - mischief. - Pict name -

. : : Fraud Cxk

Misd (6)

) . T s . . i L Of Auto 1_-.4'
- { 1353

g | 9-26-66 cond !iiosnal.( r)elease
Axmy | Lee Carol | 4-17-51 ; Sée ! suppi.e:r.ent
o : Ged<xey FAtlanta

» #RA 14 396 947 | Ga

( ) ' © e -

. PD Asheville NC Lee Carol 2-5-63 | inv - :

- I,, i o Godfrey #52137 escapde from o

T ST ' St of Ga B .
‘ . Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations ars based on data
jn fo roaerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED
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' : . 'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 2-10-76 18 EB
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2 iIDENTI FICATION DIVISIO\I g
" The following FBI record, NUMBER  4g 536 D . »is fumished FOR OFFICIAL USE oLy,
CONTRIDUTOR OF NAME AND NUMBER AR e CHARGE ‘DisrosITION
PD o ‘Lee Cody . 1-4-67 | und sen (armed : -
Atlanta Ga Godfrey robbery larc of
", #174514 auto) ‘
‘-; " L In transit.
" Diagnostic & Lee Godfrey 1-11-71 | Rape (3) Obt 10-—26-yrs (3cQ)
=* Class Ctr #2-43582 = Gds Pict N =it 2-7 yrs CC, 2~7
=, Jackson Ga ; ' Eraud-Cks-Arm:'} yrs CC, 4-20 wyrs
X S .. Rob Arm Rob' {2)] CC, 2-20-yrs-CC,
- = ,~Utt Forg chks - |12 mos CC, 12
MR {5)vMal:Misch' | mos CC, 12 mos.-
* . -Opr-A Intox . 73| CC 8 mos CC..
, speeding
x & - .5'_.'

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint .’

contributors.
. municate with agency contnbunng those fingerprints.

Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desued come

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed on!y as investi-

gohve leads as being possxbly identical thh subject of thxs record.

e n— o WsemAm BN rans sus i, 1. aeme

- o
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.. -,  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - 2-10-76 18 EB
PR IR L FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION T e T WSS

R T . IDENTIFICATION DIVISION : o EGET -
C e WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 ' A .
N o . * , e
" The following FBI record, NUMBER 48 536 D' . - , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, ' *.-

Information shown on this ldentification Record represents data furnished F8l by fingerprint contributors. -
WHERE DISPOSITION 1IS° NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION lS #
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

pibad ol NAME AND NUMBER ’ AR " CHARGE DISPOSITION
N K] - &
1 . . i . : - . ) = 1 .
¥ ) A43582/36816 7-20-~59 discharged 12-18-72 S A
. "-- ‘ A ‘ N - - :
. . . ) 3 'l ..
! 2w 5 . e s .
e e - ) f
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) ¥
i . .
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)
FOOT ONE INCH, NO ACCENT, LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOXEN, VERY-WELL
DRESSED. LEON NOW RECALLS GODFREY HEVER MADE MENTION OF EXACT
AMOUNT OF MONEY DURING QRIGIHAL CONTTACTM GODFREY S}ATED "3 16
MONEY™. LEON CLAIMS RAY GODFREY IS A FRIEND OF BOTH CLAUDE AND
HIM, HOWEVER, HE IS PROBABLY MORE CLAUDE'S FRIEND THAN HIS.
Z;EOH DID NOT HAVE ANY CONTACT WITH GODFREY 1IN REFERENCE TO
>ASSASSINATION WHEN CLAUDE wWaAS HOT ?RESENT:]HE HAS NO EXPLANATION
WHY HI€ STORY DIFFERS FROM CLAUDE'S STORY?Z

e

=™

YREN ASXED IF HE COULD REMEMBER IF PETE DAVIS IN BAR WHEN
RALPH WAS THERE, CLAUDE VOLUNTARILY STATED, UPON RECOLLECTION,
THE NAMF OF THE BAR VAS NOT PETE'S BAR AT THIS TIME.. AT THE
TIME OF THE INCIDENT, THE NoNE OF THE BAR VAS BILL BAILEY'S. .

' DAVIS SOLD “THE BAR TO 4 WAMAN WHO DID NOT HOLD IT VERY LONG
AMD THEN SHE SOLD IT TO A FELLOY NAMED BAILEY. HOWEVER, MOST
OF THE OLD TIMERS STILL CALLED THE BAR PETE’S BAR. CANROT
RECALL WHO WAS IN THE BAR AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDERT.

LFON ADVISED TO TME BEST OF HIS WEMORY BOTH HE AMD HIS
BROTHER WERE WORWIRG FOR RAY COOLEY, AN INDEPENDENT DRY WALL
ONTRACTOR, AT THE TIMF OF THE INCIDENT. COOLEY IS NOW Ei-
PLOYED BY FISHER DRY WaLL, ATLANTA. g
END PACE TWO.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE (44-2386) '

LEON SHOWN CORRECTED ARTIST'S concsvrro§ AND STATED TO BEST
OF HIS RECOLLECTION IS A GOOD LIXKENESS. A niAnRAn OF THE INTERIOR
OF PETE'S BAR PROVIDED 3Y LEOW, )

LEON AND CLAUDE TALKED ABOUT THE TNCIDENT AT VARIOUS TIMES
AFTER IT HAPPENED. THEY TALKED QEOUI’THE‘OFFER SHORTLY AFTER
LEON"S WIFE LEFT HIM IN EARLY 1968, THOUGHT THE MONEY WOULD BE
NICE BUT DID NOT WANT TO MURDER ANYONE. TALKED ABOUT INCIDENT
WHEAZVER THEY VERE HARD-LP FOR MONEY. LEON TALKED WITH HIS
BROTHER, CLAUDE TWICE WHILE CLAUDE WAS T% TEXAS AFTER HE CONTACTED
THE F31. -

POWELL FAMILIAR WITH W, VENABLE, AKA YANK, AND BILL
MC GARITY. THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS OWNED THE PROPERTY AND THE
BUILDING 1N WHICH PETE'S BAR WAS LOCATED. WNEITHER VENABLE NOR
MC GARITY ARE RALPR,.

POWELL OUESTIONED AROUT FRIENDS OF GODFREY. OMNLY REAL CLOSE
ASSOCIATE OF GODFREY'S THAT POVELL COULD THINKX OF WS A RELATIVE
NAMED LEE GODFREY. LEGN WILLING TO TESTIFY T0 EVERYTHING HE
HAS TOLD THE FBI. ”

SHERIFF PAUL HIGDOH, FANNIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, ADVISED
LEE CARROLL GODFREY IS A WHITE MALE, DOB FEBRUARY 19, 1933,

E'D PAGE THREE. |

toE

b

et
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PAGE FOUR (44-23%6) S\

GODFREY SERVED TIME IN GEORGIA STATE PRISOH FOR ARWED RORBERY
AND MURDER. LEE GODFREY YAS Aﬂngsxan oﬁ‘@&?@ﬂggn 23, 1974 BY
FANNIY COUNTY FOR THLFT BY RECFIVING. LEW GODFREY MADE 3O0ND,
FAILED TO SHOW FOR TRIAL AtD wvmzs’aau’rs KOUSART UNK'OUN AND
IS TN FUGITIVE €TATUS. FBI IDEMT RECORD O°TAINED FOR LEE
CAMROLL GODFREY, FRI NUMBER 485 367 D. HAS KOT .SERVED: TIME
(UISIDE STATE OF GEORGIA ALTHOUGK HAS %0T SERYTD TIME OVTSIDE
STATE OF GEORGIA ALTHOUGK KAS ASRESTS I% FLORIDA. AND &onfﬁ“;

™~
#

CAROLINA. - V ‘ N
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. RECONTACT CITY OF ATLANTA IN REGARD -

T0 WORX RECORD FOR ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, ‘ ‘ b

ED . ,

PLT HOLD
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February 11, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY
fape :/
ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. <~ .
-
ny February 9, 1976

A

'+ Thomas J. Wilson
February 3, 1976 o ~AT ‘ T

3
NOTE: Also attached are copies of Atlanta teletypes dated 2/9/76 and 2/10/76.
Arnold Ray Godfrey, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jonesboro, Georgia, telephone
471-5036, was telephonically contacted on1/16/76, and requested to submit to a
polygraph examination at which time he stated, "I'm innocent, I don't want to
talk to the FBI any further!. Godfrey stated if the FBI is interested in pursuing
this matter any further, he will not talk unless the FBI contacts his attorney,
Jack V. Dorsey, 934-8921, or 633-9607.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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waiver to take a polygraph examination form.

14

: On 1/19/76, LEON OWEN PONELL, 2786 Alston Drive,
Apartment 9, Decatur, Gecgia, telephonically contacted the
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired
to postpone his polygrgh examination until the week of

1/26 ~ 30/76. '

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B.
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of rights form, which
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or

- -

On 1/29/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OHEN POWELL, after-’

- executing -FD-328 (Polygraph Consent -Form), was afforded a - -

polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI.
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER.
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interview; substantially furnished
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep-
tion: to information concerning money offered by GODFREY. '
POWELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he
stated he was looking for someone who was interested in making
"big money”. Also, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be -
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid.
However, when going over the polygraph .questions to be.asked
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the question

. and the words "big money" be :substituted for $50,000. According

to POMELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they
were sitting in Pete's Bar during the fall of 1967, and the
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at

‘which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's

brother, CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he
would kill him for the right amount of money. .POWELL advised a
couple of days after the intial conversation with GODFREY while
they were’ in Pete's Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to,
talk to them concerning a matter that had .previously been
discussed, after, they acknowledged in the affirmative that ‘they
knew why he was there. The white male, whom POWELL identified
as .RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it.

-~
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a4



POWELL stated this white male never mentioned the killing of
KING or discussed how the killing would take place, but only
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of
money. .One question of the polygraph examination was “Did
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase?”. However, POWELL
stated RALPH never -indicated the exact amount, only stating he
had "twenty-five". POWELL, when questioned as to whether he
meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated RALPH never did state the .
amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief-
case would have to be at.least $25,000. RALPH also made the
statement that there would be "fifty more" when MARTIN LUTHER |
KING, JR., was buried. However, when he questioned them as to
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL
stated they would have ‘to think about it, at which -time RALPH
- departed the bar stating if -they had not made up their mxnds .

by that time, he could not do business with them N

- PONELL was afforded four separate examinations,
the first being a card test where POWELL viewedthree different
cards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these
questions and this st was inconclusive.

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing

relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the relevant questions .

concerning statements made by GODFREY and- contact by RALPH, were
also inconclusive, in that PONELL did not react sxgn1f1cant1y

to any one of these questlons POWELL did react to two questions
concerning GODFREY, particularly the questions, “Did GODFREY -
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money?", and °
"Did GODFREY tell you the big money was to kill MARTIN LUTHER®
KING, JR. 9“. The reaction indicated on the chart was not signi~
flcantly strong enough to draw a conc1u510n as to deceptxon and it
is pOSSIbie this reaction could be attribltable to POWELL's
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY maklng
the statement concernlng $50,000 to now statxng "big money”.

Dur1ng the polygraph examination, POYELL appeared
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear
. overly nervous, did not display any outward sign of emotion, but
did state all durxng the polygraph that he was very nervous con-
cerning thts whole matter and that he had a hard time breathing
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properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed.
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart,
POWELL would only state ‘that he was tellnhg the truth, and that
he told all-he knew and could recall concerning this incident.
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree,
however, he appeared to be. of limitd intelligence and appeared
‘to be much older ‘than forty years of age. During questioning,
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, denied
drinking anything during the day of the examination. .

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL
responded generally in the same manner to all questions asked
with no significant response to any -individual question whereby
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being ‘truthful or
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were
determined to be inconclusive.

On 1/19/76, at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POMELL, JR., was
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the
San Antonio Division of the FBI, who was unassisted in the
collateral interview. '

POMELL's "yes" regonses to questions, “Did some-
one offer you and LEON $50,000 to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?",
and "Did someone ‘ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?", were
less -than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is
truthtelliing in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his
brother $50,000 to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL's “no"
response to question, "Do you know who asked you and LEON to
ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the
answer indicate a possible knowledge regarding the unidentified
person mentioned in the above questions.

POWELL was left with the impression that results of
the polygraph examination were unclear and that the strong
possibility exited wherein the FBI would request an additional
test in the imediate future. Results of the test were not dis-
cussed in any way with POWELL nor was interrogation effected.
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UN'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ‘%TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of. SA THOMAS J. WILSON  Offce: ATLANTA
Date: FEBRUARY 3, 1976 .
Field Office File #: 44-2386 Bureau File #; 44-38861
Titles
MURKIN
Choracter:
CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsis:

~ On 1/4/76, LEON OWEN POWELL interviewed and

. advised in late October or early November, 1967, he and his
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., were approached by a mutual
friend, RAY GODFREY, regarding the assassination of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. A week after this initial meeting, an
individual named RALPH (LNU), contacted he and his brother
and advised them he would pay $75,000 to assassinate
MARTIN LUTHER KING,.JR. The POWELLS turned the offer down
and have not seen RALPH (LNU) since then. CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,
interviewed at Midland, Texas, and furnished same information.
RAY GODFREY Tocated and interviewed and stated he never talked
‘to POWELL brothers about murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
and furthermore, has no knowledge of any individual named
RALPH. Other relatives of POWELLS contacted and advised both
LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are hard drinkers and question veracity
of statements.

-pP -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recomemendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is Joaned to your agency: it and its contents
sre not to e distributed outside your agency.

U. S, COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ;1976 O « 406-340
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.

REPORYING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE SERIOO ‘1.— -
o .. . ATLANTA MEMPHIS . 2/3/76 1/4/76 - 1/29/76
TITLE OF CASE . REPORTY ’MAD‘ sy " ' T Irveeo ov
: ' C " | SA THOMAS J. WILSON scw
, ) CHARACTER OF CASE
MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
REFERENCES: Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 1/5/76, and
. Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76.
N b
ADMINISTRATIVE: ‘

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jonesboro,
Georgia, telephone 477-5036, was telephonically contacted on
1/16/76, and requested to submit to a polygraph examination at
vhich time he stated “I'm-innocent, I don't want to talk to the
FBI any further®. Lo

GODFREY stated if the FBI is interested in pursuing
this matter any further, he will not talk unless the FBI contacts
his attorney JACK V. DORSEY, 934-8921, or 633-9607.

S— Tt mrer - 2R - M 2 Y S e T TR ¢ et
A ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED XINONE ACQUIT-Jeasc wns ocens
) J oIVERSIORIFUS. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [Jves [[Jno
PENDING PROSECUTION

OVER S1X MONTHS Cives ((Ono
appROVED Eoo, B maeNT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
" COPIES MADE: ~
@ Bureau (44-38861)
: - E1 Paso (44-920)
/ 2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) ,
) Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations -
Agency
Request Rec¢d. . . Y
Date Fwd.
How Fwd.
By ar o
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AT 44-2386

On 1/19/76, LEON OWEN POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive,
Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically contacted the
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired
to postpone his polygrgh examination until the week of
-~ 1/26 - 30/76. *

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B.
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of rights form, which
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or
waiver to take a polygraph examination form.

On 1/39/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OWEN POWELL, after
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a -
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI.
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER.
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interviews;- substantially furnished
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep-
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY.
POWELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he
stated he was looking -for someone who-was -interested in making
"big money". Also, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid.
However, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the question ,
and the words "big money" be substituted for $50,000. According
to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they
were sitting in Pete's Bar during the fall of 1967, and the
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at
which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he
would kill him for the right amount of money. POWELL advised a
couple.of days after the intial conversation with GODFREY while
they were in Pete's Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to
talk to them concerning a matter that had previously been
discussed, after they acknowledged in the affirmative that they
knew why he was there. The white male, whom POWELL identified
as RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it.

‘B -
COVER PAGE
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AT 44-2386

]

POWELL stated this whlte male never mentioned the kllllng of
KING or discussed how the killing would take place, but only
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of
money. One question of the polygraph examination was "Did
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase?". However, POWELL
stated RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he
had “twenty-five". POWELL, when questioned as to whether he
meant $2,500 or $25 000, stated RALPH never did state the
amount but he reallzed that that much money in that size brief-
case would have to be at least $25,000. RALPH also made the
statement that there would be "fifty more" when MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., was buried. However, when he questioned them as to
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL
-stated they would have to think about it, at which time RALPH
departed the bar stating if they had not made up their minds
by that time, he could not do business with them. :

PONELL was afforded four separate examinations,
the first being a card test where POWELL viewedthree different
rcards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these
questions and this st was inconclusive.

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing
relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the relevant questions
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPH, were
also inconclusive, in that POWELL did not react significantly
to any one of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions
concerning GODFREY, particularly the questions, "Did GODFREY
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money?", and
“Did GODFREY tell you the big money was to kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.?". The reaction indicated on the chart was not signi-
fncantly strong enough to draw a conclusion as to decept1on and it
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL's
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY making
the statement concerning $50,000 to now stating "big money".

During the polygraph examination, POWELL appeared
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear
overly nervous, did not display any outward sign of emotion, but
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con-
cerning this whole matter and that he had a hard time breathing

-C -
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AT 44-2386

properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed.
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart,
POWELL would only state that he was tellhg the truth, and that
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident.
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree,
however, he appeared to be of limitd intelligence and appeared
to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning,
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, denied
drinking anything during the day of the examination.

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL
responded generally in the same manner to all questions asked
with no significant response to any individual question whereby
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were
determined to be inconclusive.

On 1/19/76, at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the
San Antonio Division of ‘the FBI, who was unassisted in the
collateral interview.

POWELL's "yes" regonses to questions, "Did some-
one offer you and LEON $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?",
and "Did someone ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?", were
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is
truthtelling in stating someone did, in fact, -offer him and his
brother $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL's "no"
response ‘to question, "Do you know who asked you and LEON to
ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the
answer indicate a possible knowledge regarding the unidentified

- person mentioned in the above questions.

POWELL was left with the impression that results of
the polygraph examination were unclear and that the strong
possibility exited wherein the FBI would request an additional
test in the imediate future. Results of the test were not dis-
cussed in any way with POWELL nor was interrogation effected.

LEADS:
ATLANTA DIVISION

-D-
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AT 44-2386

AT _ATLANTA, GEORGIA.

Hill recontact LEON OWEN POWELL and display to
him revised artist's conception and ascertain if identical
with RALPH (Last Name Unknown).

- E* -
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February 9, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTIN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY
ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

my February 3, 1976

B, x HNH:mir

4
NOTE: Attached are coples of teletypes from Atlanta dated 2/5/76, El Paso
dated 2/6/76, Atlanta dated 2/6/76, and Xnoxville dated 2/7/76.
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10:  DIRECTOR (44-38861) j/\‘ QQ

 EL/PASO (44-922) o Z?J \\

MEMPHIS (44-1987)
' KNOXVILLE

FROM:  ATLANTA (44-23863 (P)

MURXIN.
RE ATLANTA TEL TO THE DIREOTOR, FEBRUARY 5, 1976, FOR THE

INFORMATION OF KNOXVILLE, LEON POWELL, A RESIDENT OF ATLANTA,
CONTACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE ON JANUARY 4, 1976 AND ABVISED HE AND

HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE POWELL, JR. WERE APPROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL
MAMED ARNOLD RAY GODFREY IN LATE.NOVEMBER, 1967 WITH AN OFFER TO

ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER xx&s, JR, FOR ‘A SUM OF MONEY. GODFREY. -
ALLEGEDLY PUT THEM IN CONTACT WITH & RALPK (LMJ) WHO OFFERED THE
POVELL'S $75,880 10 ASSASSINATE KING. THE POWELLS REFHSED THE
OFFER., LEON AKD CLAUDE POWELL HAVE BEEN POLYGRAPHED. LEON'S
POLYGRAPH WAS 1Nc¢NCLd$IVE, ﬂowsbsa, Eknmzusa FOR GLAUDE POWELL

VAS OF OPINION POWELL TELLING TRUTH. ARNOLD RAY T‘ODFREY DENIES
IHVOLVEMENT, HOHEVER -REFUSED POLYGRAPH aND HAS SINCE HIRED .

ATTORNEY MD REFUSED TO ANSWER FURTHER QUESTION. GODFREY IS A

VHITE MALE, BORN JUNE 11, 1938 AT COPPER HILL, TFN%ESSEE.
END PAGE ONE.

i

I S
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PAGE TWO (44-2388) ,

EFFORTS TO LOCATE LEON POWELL ON THIS DATE STILL NEGATIVE.
POWELL'S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW CONTACTED AND ADVISED SHE HAS NOT SEEN
HER’FATHEé—xu-pay SINCE HE LEFT HER RESIDENCE, SHE WOULD ATTEMPT

“T0 LOCATE HIM AND ADVISE 3IM‘16'CONTACI THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE
BI.

WRS. L. No PEHNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL, CITY OF
ATLANIA, REVIEWED HER RECORDS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF ARNQ!:D RAY
GODFREY . THE RECORDS SHOW TKAT GODFREY HAS A WIFE NAMED MLLYE.
N0 OTHER RELATIVES ARE LISTED OH THE EMPLO‘!NENT APPLICATION,
EMPLOYMENT . APPLICATION WAS FILED ‘IN 1949 AND THE FOLLOWING

REFERENCES WERE NOTED: FRANK WALDON, ROUTE 1, COPPER HILL, -
TENNESSEE; WALTER STYNUS, ROUTE 1, COPPER HILL3 CLAUDE CRANFORD,

ROUTE 1, COPPER HILL. RECORDS FURTHER REFLECT THAT GODFREY WENT -
THROUGH THE FIFTH GRADE AT corpzn HILL ELENENTARY SCHOOL.
CLINTON STANFORD, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTAVT ENVIRONMENT
AID STREET SERVICES, CITY OF ATLANTA, WAS GONTAGTED AND Anyzssn'
ALL RECORDS CONCERNING THE EXACT DAYS WORKED BY ANY CITY
EWPLOYEES ARE CURRENTLY STORED IN A VAULT AT CITY HALL. HE
VOULD ATTEMPT TO LOCATE ‘THESE RECORDS AND VERIFY THE WHEREABOUTS
(F ARNOLD RAY GODFREY DURING THE MONTHS OF NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
EID PAGE TWO. . ”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




H Al

PAGE THREE (44-2386) : ‘ o
19674 AND MARCH AND APHIL, 1968 HE STAIED HE HOULD TELEPHONICALLY
CONTACT THE FBI OFFICE WHEN HE LOCATiD THKSE’RECORDS.

KNOXVILLE AT COPPER HILL. WILL ATTEMPT YO LOCATE REFERENCES

FOR ARNOLD RAY GODFREY AND ALSO ATTEMPT 10 IDENTIFY RELATIVES OF
ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. CIVLL RIGHTS DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

HAS REQUESTED THAT GODFREY'S RELATIVES, ASSOCIATES BE IDENTIFIED
AfD INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ANY ASSOCIATE OF GODFREY NAMED RALPH.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND
INTERVIEY LEON POVELL. | ”

EV .,
PLS HOLD
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PACE THREE
KK AZmEIE

S HOVING TO ATLANTAL LGIu GODFREY ADVISED ﬂQ%bLD HCT Iﬂ

B N T

tgwracr<911u THEST IHDIVIDUALS, SIMCE MOVING T0 ATLANTA,
‘LFAD. ATLANTA. AT VARIETTA AUD BLUE RIDGE, GA,
LOCAT” ATD INTERVIEY RtLATIvFa OF ARNOLD RAY csnvarv

,CONCFRNI@G ASSOCIATE BY THE WAME OF RALPH (LHID.  ALSO

-ATTE?PT TO ﬂETEnﬂINE HKEREABOUTS oF BROTHER, LEE CARROLL

SJP FRING CLR ADD THS .0 .

GODFREY, WHITE MALE, AGE A2, AND SET FORTH LEADS TO.
LOCATE ARD INTERVIZY HIl CONCERNING INSTANT PATTER,.
Eud

H
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