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PAGE TWO (44-~38861)
POWELL, JR., AS TO AVAILABILITY AND CONTACT SAN ANTONIO DIVISIO:N '
DIRECT RE ARRANGING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THIS POLYGRAPH

* EXAMINATION. OBTAIN NECESSARY WAIVERS.

HEANDLE PROMPTLY AND SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.

' COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE THREE (44-38861)

NOTE: See Peelman to Gallagher memorandum, same date,
same caption. All offices telephonically advised

1/14/76 of this request for polygraph examinations. SAC

Colwell, San Antonio, advised SA lLee is available.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1/14/76

Civil Rights Division . \
9 ATTH: /1R, RoleRT A fueiy

ASSAESINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR.

ny | 1/12/76

= (] Wy

3 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

/:{,,':_’/ v_,_f:!:c;ﬁ /
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NOTE: Enclosed is a teletype dated 1/13/76 £from our .Atlanta
Office. Also enclosed is an FBI Identification Record
£for leon Owen Powell and Claude Powell, Jr.

Reference is made to conversations between
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Muxphy and SA H. N. Helterhoff
Xxe the status of this investigation. On 1/13/76, r. Murphy
requested that PBI Identification Records be obtained for
Leon Owen Powell, Claude Powell and Ray Godfrey. The FBI
Identification Recoxrds for the Powells aréd enclosed and we are
in the process of obtaining an FBI Xdentification Record for
‘Ray Godfrey who has been fully identified as Arnold Ray
Godfrey, date of birxrth 6/11/30. On 1/14/76, Mr. Murphy
requested that polygraph examinations be afforded to the Powells
and Arnold Ray Godfrey.

1
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The following F2I record, NUIMBER

UNIYED STATES DEPARTIAENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL DUREAU OF INVISTIGATIO
IDENTIFICATION 'DIViSION

WASHINGTON, D.C,
212 946 A

20537

Lm0 /0 4Ly VYD
-

, s furnizhed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONILY.
Information shown on this léentification Record reoresents data furnished F31 by fingerprint contrizuiors,
VHERS DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOW/N COR FURTHER EXPLANATION Cr CHARGE OR DISPOSITION (S
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIZUTING THOSE FINGERFRINTS.

« CONTRIZUTCR Of
HNCIRPRNTS

NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

CHARGE

‘DISPOSITION

'Poli¢cp
Charlotts XC™

Bof I
Pr Div
Raleigh KC

PD
Atlanta GA

D
Atlanta GA

28]

Ft Valley GA

..
- i .

plecxienburg Co.

Claude Powell
Jr - ’
4822

Claude Powell
Jr
49663

Claude Powell
Jr 231789

Claude Powell
Jr
231799

Claude Powell Jn
21-110-75
SID 287685

5-10-~49

5-24~49

6-28-65

8~25-73

.7-26-75

ayrned xrob -

rOob

undeyxr sent
(allowing intox
person to dr

(2 cts)

J~-ind exp
2~drk

DUX refused test
driv w/.< voked
lic

530 yrs
SPen

5-10 vrs

4.23-52 par
3-28-54 disch
per cip

9125 & 8 nos

e
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UNITER STATES DEPARTMENT OF
ERAL BUREAU OF INVZISTIGAT
WASHINGTON 25; D.C.

-

t
[

. ]

~r

FOENTIFICATICN DIvision

1-8-76 420 VY5
USTICE *1 -

The following FBI record, NUMBER 220’ 012/}? , is furnished FOR O TICIAL USE.CHLY.
, O S, NAME AND NUMBER A TR 'CMARGE DISFOS{TION
Provost farshal | Leon Powell 8/26/55 |Art., 86
Ft. Penning Ga. | 780475
PD Atlanta Ga. |Leon O, Powell |6/28/62 |wife beating withdrawn
F211h22 7-6-62
PD Atlanta Ga Leon Cwen Powell | 6-29-62 AMC (abndnt of | vithdraun
#211422 sminor child) 7-6-62
De Kalb Co PD Leon Owen 1-16-75 | abandoment of
Decatur GA Powell children 3808
34062 -

AN

SID 258457

Information shown on this Identificalion Record represents data furnished FBI by {ingern:int

contributors.

municate with agency contributing those fingerprints. ]
Notations indicated by * are NOT bésed on fingerprints in FBI files but aro listed only as investi-

aative leads as being possibly identical with subject of this record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, com-
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RB13 AT PLALW ®
11345 PM URGENY §~13-76 HLF

(103 DIRECTOR (44~38861) ’, ? 7
MENPHIS PN %U
| EL PASO (44-920) |
FRON:t  ATLANTA (44-2386) m "’f“x

974 B W’ dh

RE ATLANTA TELEIYPE /10 THE BUR%&P? JANUARY 12, 1976,

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, AKA RAY GODFREX IHTERVIEWED AND DENIED
ALL XNOWLEDGE OF ANY ASSASSINATION PLOT“R&G&RDING HARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR«, WAS NOT FAMILIAR HZfR:NAMES’GLAUDE AND LEOR POWELL,
BUT AFTER OBSERVING THEIR PICTUgES\KQFQ‘THEN T0 BE FREQUENT
VISITORS TO PEIE'S PLACE. GODFREY AgblSED HE WAS ENPLOYED AS
A BARTENDER AT PETE'S PLACE. HE DID HOT TRLK HITH EITHER OF THE
POWELLS REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF ﬁARIIN LUTHER KiNG, JRe,
NOR DID HE INTRODUCE ANYONE TO THEM REGARDING %HE ASSASSINATION
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR« VWHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT WELL-DRESSED
1NDIVIDYALS FREQUENTING PETE'S PLACE, GODFREY VOLUNTEERED THAT
A WHITE MALE IN HIS FORTIES, APPROXINATIELY FIVE FEéI ELEVEN
INCHES TaLL, ONE HyNDRED SEVENTIY IO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTIY POUNDS
WI1TH DARK WAVY HAIR, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WELL-GROOMED AND WELL~
SPOKEN, A SWARTHY COSPLEXION, POSSIBLY OF CdBAﬁ DESCENT D1D
END PAGE OlNE.

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE
o ﬂ «tﬂ('v-m/v
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PAGE TNO (44-2386)
FREQUENTLY COHE INTO PETE'S PLACE. HE IS UNABLE T0 RECALL THIS
IN.IVIDUAL'S HAWE, HOWEVER, ANOTHER FORMER BARTENDER BY THE
NAME OF DIANE G.NU), WHO NOU HAS A BAR WAMED, "THE OFFICE",
LOCATED OK FLAT SHOALS ROAD 1N ATLANTA, GEORGIA, MIGHT POSSIBLY
REMEMBER THLS INDIVIDUAL. GODFREY STATED THE ONLY OTHER LN~
DIVIDYAL WHO MIGHT REMEUBER THIS WELL~DRESSED MAN IS PETE DAVIS.
GODFREY AGREED TO POLYGRAPH VERY READILY. |
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DIANE
wiw . |
POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSLDERED
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.
END
PLS HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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= [ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION ¢

JAN 1 4976 iy
R212 AT PLAIN ‘ x

TEL E -
9186 PH URGEN} 1-12-76 HF R ‘
T0: D cron (44-38861) 3 (;égli@ﬂ_\wgtm.

. N . AWQ - :
i . , T
_FROMs  ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) | éiﬁmt [ R

MURKIN. | |

RE BUREAU TEL JANUARY s, 1976,

ATTEWPTS TO RECONTACT LEON POWELL REGARDILC IDENTIFICATIO&
OF ARTIST'S CONCEPTION.ON TODAY'S DATE HEGATIVE. "

INTERVIEw WITH RAY GODFREY ARRANGED WITH GODFREY 'S EMPLOYER
FOR MORNING OF JANUARY 13, 1976, N ’
" ATLANTA. WILL INTERVIEW RAY GODFREY. LOCATE AND SHOW
" ARTIST'S CONCEPTION TO LEON POVELL. |

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. | o L
EID, - |
PLS EACK FOR FIVE

'\R@20-NEEDS A TAPE COULD YOU PLS RESEND IT , .

CARBON COPY DO NOT FIIE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




.. 3561 (Rev. 2-20-74) .

-

FBI

Transmit in ; Via . TELECOPIER

G S v e
1

JType in plaintext orcode) | e e e o - o e wa (Erecedence) |
TO: SAC$ ATLANTA (44-2386)
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (4%4-38861)

MURKIN

(Dart)

Re ur %Jeeep’ier Transmission-dated—1=8 75 .

»

2 )

1. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION:

~-One_Artist!s conception-drawing

2. ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation.

{This line for LEFTMARGIN@

B. Ifwmodification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-
nents of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division.

C.  When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or
obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be
requested from Exhibits Section.

D.  As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s)
as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehension of subject(s), submit arrest photographs(s).

office by routing sli
SENDING PHOTOCOPIES TO OTHER OFFICES.,

-y

Enc.  Three photocopies of drawing are being forwarded to youn
NOTE$ WITNESS SHOULD giRST SEE AND APPROVE DRAWING BEFORE

{Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.)

(Do not type below this line.)

é}aeneral Investigative Division (Mr. Helterhoff)(Enc)(Sent Direct)

GPN/kw \
(3).,

MAIL ROOM{ZZ)  TELETYPE UNIT ()

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






1/12/76
ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

Civil Rights Division

1

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

L3 wos s

4 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO..s '

1% / Cs -;..l:l’{f:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f e !
. .
N .
o

NOTE: Enclosed is a copy of a Eeletype dated 1/8/76
‘from our Atlanta Office; 2 teletypes dated 1/9/76
from El Paso; and 1 teletype dated 1/9/76 from Charlotte.

Reference is made to conversations between
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, and SA H. N.
Helterhoff re the status of this ‘investigation. On 1/9/76,
Mr. Murphy stated that Ray Godfrey should be interviewed and
a determination should also be made as to whether he will
submit.to a polygraph examination. Mr. Murphy also skated
that Claude Powell should be recontacted to determine if he will
submit to a polygraph,,and a determination should also be made
as to whether any records of incoming and outgoing telephone
calls are naintained at the Scottish Inn Motel, Midland, Texas.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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com Ml) ’”CA.”G‘ bethnoA ‘2;
| JAd()o;97~ Tk
MR 266 EP PLALN - i
9355PM NITEL JANUARY 9,/1976 SHC' ELE] PE 42

T0 DIRECTOR (4458861 ATLANTA €44-2386)
FROM EL PASO (A4-920) ®) 0
MURKIN

RE WASHINGTON TEL SENT JANUARY S, 1976,
0N JANUARY 9, 1976, DoMe WILLIANS, WARAGER OF THE SGOTTISH
INN WOTEL, nxpggun,fiaxas, ADVISED THAT THE MOTEL RECORD FOR
ROOH 211, VHERE CLAUDE POWELL JR. IS RESIDING, REFLECTS &0
OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLS. INCOMIKG TELEPHONE CALLS ARE HOT
RECORDED , WHETHER LOCAL OR LONG DISTANCE, AS 10 THEIR POINT OF :
CRIGLN. - .
CLAUDE POVELL JRe RECONTACTED AND ADVISED HE WOULD
SUBMLT TO A POLYGRAPH EXAWINATION CONGERNING THE INFORMATION HE
PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED ON JANUARY 8, 1976. EL PASO AVAITING
INSTRYCTIONS BY BUREAU RE POLYGRAPH EXAWINATION. ,
AIR HAIL COPY SENT TO HENPHIS. |
END.
TKR FBIHQ 2

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE
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4 - :‘ FEDERAL BURER OF INVESTIGATION ‘
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO

JAN 0 81976

IR312 CE PLAIN TELET
9:28PM NITEL JANUBRY S, 1976 JDC

10: DIRERfOR (44-38861) | CP
AVLANTA (44-2386) /l/Lf (?
EL PASO <:>,A\\
MEMPHIS
FROM:  CHARLOTTE (44~1365)(P)
MURKI N, |
RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 8, 1S76.
VEIDELL SUTTON POVELL, FOREMAN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED
AT HIS HOME, 218 E¥ING DRIVE, BELMONT, N. C., ADVISED RIS
CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POVELL, JR., IS VERY
POOR WITH OMLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE CALL. HE LAST Sav
CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE POWELL, WAS
VERY ILL Il TOCCOA, GEORGIA. WENDELL RELATED HE HAD NOT HEARD
OF ANYORE CONTACTING MIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AND OFFERING
THEW MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND ADVISED IF
GLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,0080 IN ONE LUMP SUX, CLAUDE WOULD HAVE TOLD
OTHERS ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE USED TO DRINK A LOT AND TALK
GLIBLY WHEN I¥ A DRUNKEN COSDITION UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIN TO
RESTRICT HIS INTAXE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWIYG AN ACCIDENT,
PONELL SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE CLAUDE AND LEON HAD THE

CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THO CE 44-1365
GAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT HICKNANE “SHOTGuUN"
SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN VAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A
POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE
INTOXICATED, WEMDELL SAID BEITKER HE NOR NEWBERS OF HIS
FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID XING STIRRED UP TROUBLE
VHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MENSERS OF IS FAMILY DID KOT
BELIEVE IN TROUBLE., WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO
IS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH HIGHT NOT HAVE
OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WEKDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING
INCARCERATED BY THE N. C, PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD
SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED
BETVEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY
OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS , TO KIS KMOULEDGE.
KO WEWBERS OF KIS FAMILY ARE KHOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE KU XLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS.
WEDELL POVELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR.,
LEON, AND EDVWARD, WHO RESIDED IV ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED,
PLACE NOT KNOWN, AMD ONE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE CE 44-1365
SRYSON), FRANKLIN, N. C., AND A MOTHER HEPSIE AND A BROTHER
HUBERT, WHO LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IX TACCOA, GA.

ATLANTA WILL, IF EOT ALREADY DONE, ATTEMPT T0 LOCATE AND
INTERVIEY EDWARD POWELL, ATLANTA, AND HEPSIE AND HUBERT -
POWELL, TOCCOA, GA. |

CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT FLOYCE BRYSON, SISTER, FRANKLIN,
N. C. “

TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED EL PASO FOR INFORMATION SINCE
EL PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER.

EN .,

HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO (44-38861)

NOTE: This case pertains to the shooting death of Dr. Martin
Luther Xing, Jr., on 4/4/68. |
Pursuant to a Departmental request, we have

instituted investigation to resolve an allegation by Leon

Owen Powell that he and his brother, Claude Powell, werxe
offered payment in 1967 to murder Dr. King. Leon Owen

. Powell claimed Ray Godfrey initially approached him re this
payment. Claude Powell has also been interviewed and also
states offered to kill Dr. King made; however, Claude Powell's
account differs in many respects to that of.Leon Owen Powell.

: On 1/9/76, Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy, "
Chief, Criminal Section, Civil Rights vaision, requested ‘the
above addltional investigation.

He stated no actual polygraph examinations should be
afforded until this matter. further considered by Department;
" however, he desires to know whether Godfrey and Claude Powell
would submit to polygraphs. (Leon Owen Powell has already
indicated he will submit to a polygraph ) . )

i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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: ?Aes‘ FOUR (44-2386)

RIS c&ﬁPLET” “A:%,‘HOWEU?R4 CURR&NT RECOR?Q oF qr@ga WEPARTN@NT

‘\R”FL?PI TPU “&“ﬁ AF 2. R, fGWFPFY LIUI?” AT 1185 LAKF?HO?S

DRIVE,’ JONESBORD, GEORGIA, TELEPHONE 417-5036. | b

IN ORDER TO CLARIFY.INFO RS PETE DAVIS IN ATLANTA TELETYPE
TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1975, IT 15 T0 BE XOTED GOROTHY, DAVIS
(DVISED HER HUSBAND, PETE DAVIS, OWNED AXD OPERATED BAR.KSOUN
4S "PETE'S PLAGE" OK HORELAKD AVEWUE JUST SOUTH OF INTERSECTION
(F CONFEDERATE M) MORELAKD AND THAT HER KUSBASD DIZD I nav, S
1975 OF NATURAL CAUSES, NAMELY CANCER. .

0N JANUARY 8, 1976, AT 3370-CI ADVISED TELEPHONE XUMBER . °

417-5936 SUBSCRISED, TO BY ARNOLD. GODFREY, ORIGINALLY CONNECTED ' .
APRIL, 1961 AD TRAKSFERRED T0 ADOVE ADDRESS OCTOSER, 1974, UP
T0 1970, SMPLOYED BY CITY OF ATLAKTA CONSTRUCTION DEPARTAENT,
NO UP-DATE AVAILASLE FOR ENPLOYNENT SY#CE. IT SOULD APPEAR
CODFREY'S NAWS 1S ARNOLD RAY OR RAYHOWD GODFREY,

ATLANTA CONDUCTED ALL IMVESTISATION REQWESTED BY GIVIL

RIGHTS DEPARTMENT, HOWEVER, IS XCEPING CASH IN PENDINC STATUS

It VIEW OF TRE FACT THAT CHARLOTTE -AKD FL PASO HAVE OUT-

CETADING I%V931IQQTIQH.

TAD PAGE FOUR-
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PAGE FIVE (44-2386) “
" POYELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDIRED
POTENTIALLY DAKGEROUS

go. R 1
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GOLLYLCATIGRS SECTION

A e |
ISP oF . \ifym'
NROBS CE PLAIN ' D /ﬁw”’ S
6130PM NITEL JAHUBKY 8, 1976 JDC o e
103 DIREGTOR (44-38861) f‘ ¢
APEANTA (44-2386) Zi}‘jl
EL PASO
MENPHIS |
FROM: . CHARLOTTE (44-1365)

| NURKING |

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR, DATED JANUARY 7, 1576,

CHARLOTTE, N. C., AND MECKLENBLRG COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
RECORDS REFLECT CLAUDE DOWELL, JR., BELMONT, Ne Cup WAS
SENTENCED MAY 16, 1949, FOR ARMED ROBBERY TO FIVE TO TEY YEARS
IN THE Mo C. STATE PENITENTIARY, RALEIGH, 7, C. O WAY 22,
1953, POYELL ARRESTED LOCALLY FOR FAILURE TO STOP' AT INTERSECTION.

MECKLENBURG COUNTY CLERK OF COURT RECORDS REFLECT WENDELL
SUTTON POYELL BORN JULY 18, 1529, ARRESTED AND SENTENCED AT SAME
TINE TO SAME TERN AS CLAUDE POWELL OY ARNED ROBBERY CHARGE,
WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, POSSIBLY A BROTHER OF CLAUDE, HAS. |
SEVERAL OTHER ARRDSTS FOR OPERATING A VEWICLE WHILE UADER THE
INFLUENCE AND PUBLIC DRUNK, LAST BEING ARRESTED NARCH 17, 1974,
FOR PUBLIC DRUSK, WENDELL surrnv_rouzLL RESIDED 218 EWING
DRIVE, BELMONT, N. C., AT THAT TIHE, |

L CARRON CoFT Do 01 FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PASE THO CE 441365 |
50 RECORD LOCATED RE BROTHER LE0Y OWEN POWELL.
ABOVE BEING SET FORTH FOR TL PASO FOR INFORMATION AS
EL PASU HAS LEAD TO INTERVIEW CLAUDS POWELL, JR.
CHARLOTTE, AT BELMONT, e C., WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEY
WENDELL POYELL TO DETERMINE WENDELL POUELL'S RELATIONSRIP WITH
| CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE 1§ ACQUATNTED VITH ALLEGED
YURDER PLOT. , |
. END, *

HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

JAH 0 81976
TELETYPE

NRowe AT PLALN
Ilibos AM URGENT 1-8-75 L4
T0 - ‘DIRECIOR (44-38881)
EL Pas0
FRON ATLANTA  (44-2386) (P)
&URKIH.
RE ZL PASO TELEIYPE TO BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976,

O JANUARY 7, 1976y LEON POWELL RECORTACTED AND AOVISED

pRUTHER ) CLAUDE PORELL, 1S TO THE nE3T OF HLIS KNOVLEDGE,

CURRESTLY HTAYLNG AT SCOTTISH Ids, MIDLAWY, TEXAS, ROOM NUMSER
“1ve POWELL 15 CURRENILY ENPLOYED 8T MIDLAHD bY UHKKOWN HONE
BUILDER. POWELL DOES BOTH CARPENTIRY AtiD DRYWALL COHNSIRUCTION.

PUNELL LEFT ATLANTA, GEORGLA, WEEK OF DSCEMSEX 31, 1975,
£L PASO AT MIDLAND, TEXAS. WILL ATIESPT TO LOCATE AND
LNTeRVIEW CLAUDE POYELL, JK.
ERD
Col FbIHg

CARBON COPY DO"NOT Fl
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)

HINSELF ONLY AS RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND
DISPLAYED WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,808 AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO
TAKE THE J0B, THERE IS $52,080 WORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED.” CLAUDE
POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND KIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK
1T OVER, Arlugxcn TIME RALPH STATED, "IF 'YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE
UPNOW 1 GAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU,” NOTHING ELSE VaS SAID..
RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT, POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH
NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS
T0 KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER

1S 80w LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. " POYELL
DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIY LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATIOU
DOUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND -FURNISH
THIS INFORWATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND
H1S BROTHER QERE CONTACTED 1S BECAUSE H1S BROTHER, CLAUDE

SERVED FIVE /YEARS FOR ARMED ROSBERY' AND AT THAT TIME IN 1967,
HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT VITH A SHOTGUNF
POUELL srarsa KIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SAVEDTOFF suorsuu. LEON POWELLY ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, WNER
OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE
EXD PAGE ng.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ‘






PAGE FOLR, (44-2386) |

NUMEROUS ATIEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER
RESIDEUCE, 4120 GLEHWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED
NEBATIVE.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, MRS. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF
PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED HE HAS REVIEWED CITY
PERSONNEL RECORDS AND COULD' FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY
OR RAYWOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT
THE CITY OF ATLANTA. €. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MUSICIANS
NUNBER 48, UTLANTA, UDVISED HE REVIEWED UNION'S RECORDS AND
COULD FIND NO REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD
NEGATIVE RE RAY GODFREY, , | |

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR, HAD BEEN
ARRESTED ON WAY 12, 1949 YOR ARMED ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG
COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTEHCED TO
SERVE BETVEZN FIVE AND TEN YEARS 1IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED JUME
28, 1965 FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA
PD, UND SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT YONTHS IN ATLANTA CITYY FARM;
ARRESTED AUGUST 25, 1973.FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY
ATLANTA PD AND SENTENCED TO THIRTEEH DAYS OR $25. MECKLENSURG
ZND PAGE FOUR.
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PAGE FIVE (44-2336)

COUNTY PD ARREST NUMBER IS 4822, DESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POVWELL,
JR. IS WHITE MALE, DOTE OF BIRTH MARCH 26, 1926, SIX FEET TV0
INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY~ONE Pou%ns, F3I NUMBER 212 946 A.

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD, REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED
AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BE WING, GEORGIA,
CHARGED WITH ARTICLE 86. #0 DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED
| JUSE 28, 1962 FOR VIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT, CHARGE WITHDRAWN

JILY €, 1962, LEON OWEN POVELL DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF
BIRTH APRIL 27, 1945, FBI NUMSER 220 012 E, )

' BREUDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED LEON
POVELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND WOLLD
WOT .RETURY TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JANUARY 7, 1976,

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CYD), US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, |
REQUESTES THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE ALLE-
GATION MADE BY LEON OVEN POWELL:

EL PASO AT MIDLAND. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POVELL AT
SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORWATION HE HAS'RE LEON OWEN POVELL'S '
ALLEGAIION. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LYU) FROM
END PAGE FIVE.
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PAGE SIX (44-2386)

CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLYE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFIATION CATALOG

AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PARY 1, PAGE 21, IMMEDIATELY
FACSINILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHISITS SECTION, FBINQ, AND TELE~
. ,PHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST’S CONCEPTION DIRECTLY
WITH EXHIBITS SECTI10M.

CHARLOTIE AT 'CHARLOTTE. DETERWINE ALL PLACES UHERE
CLAUDE POVELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER
 INCARCERATED UITH JAMES EARL RAY,

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALFH
(LU FROW LEON OVEN POVELL. CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY
GODFREY Awn ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, z

ALL DFFICES HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL CBVIOUS AND LOGICAL
LEADS DEVELOPED DURING INTERVIEW, IF ANY QUESTION ARISED RE
COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPILY CONTACT FBIMQ. w
" IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGTION AND SUTEL SIMMARY
| ON DAILY BASIS UNTIL -INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED, HANDLE ANY
LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE, HANDLE PURSUANT TO
SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS, ALSO ruauxs&
ALL INFORMATION TO MENPHIS, OFFICE OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA,

| COPY MAILED MENPHIS.
sun.

CORRECTION: . PAGE.ONE, PARG.OME, LINE TEN SHOULD READ,
“KING,” JR. APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER™-A WHITE MALE EIC

,,_a'l

- PLS-HOLD
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURRIN

Davis observed Ralph (INU) enter and exit the ‘bar but had
not entered into the conversation. Ieon Owen Powell stated
the reason he believes ha and his brother were contacted by
Godfrey 1s bacause his brother "Shotgqun" served 3 years for
armed robbery and had a reputation for being an expert with
a shotgun., ILeon Owen Powell stated he is willing to take a
polygraph in this matter.

DETAILS: On 1/6/76, this matter discussed with Mr., Robert A,

Murphy, Chief, Criminal Scction, Civil Rights
Division (CRD), U, S. Department of Justice and he requested
immediate investigation to resolve this allegation. HMr. Murphy
requested the following investigation:

Intexview Claude Powell, Compos and Davis for any
information they have re this allegation by Leon Owen Powell;
obtain artist’s conception of Ralph (LNU) from Leon Owen Powell;
determine present whersabouts, including residence and employment
of Godfrey ~ CRD stated Godfrey should not be intexrviewsd
at this time; determine all places where Claude Powell incarcerated
to deternine if he ever was incarcerated with James Rarl
Ray and handle any additional obvious and logical leads
developed, such as the intcerview of any additional
witnesses developed during interview. CRD will make a determina-
tion whether Leon Owen Powell should be given a polygraph
examination upon tha completion of the above investigation. This
request from Mr, Murphy has been confirmed in writing.

Atlanta has been advised by separate communication to
conduct -this investigation immediately.

ACTION: For information. You will be advised of any pertinent
developments. .
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PLAINTERYT TELETYPE URGENT

TO ATLANTA (44-2386) 3 2 Mx. Peelman? 1/6/76

~ Mr. Morrissey

FROM DIRECTOR PBI (44-38861.) 1 - Mr. Helterhoff

MURKIN

REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976.

CIVIL RXGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. §. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION 7O
RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON ONEN POWELL AS SET FORTE IN
'RETEL. |

INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR ANY
INPORMATION THEY HAVE RE LEOY OWEN POWELL'S ALLEGATION.

OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME UNKNOWN)

| PROM LEON OWEN POWELL. RANDLE THROUGE FACIAL IDENTIFICATION
CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN PBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21.
TMMEDIATELY PACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION,
¥BIHQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S
CONCEPTION .DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION, |

DETERMINE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS INCLUDING RESIDENCE
AND EMPLOYMENT OF RAY GODFREY. CRD STATED GODFREY SHOULD
NOT BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS TIME.

1 - SAC, MEMPRIS (44-1987)

HNH:bap (6) SEE ‘NOTE PAGE 3...

i
F
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PAGE TWO (44-38861)

DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPCRTEDLY

INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER INCARCERATED WITH JAMES EARL

RAY.

HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED
SUCH AS THE INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED
DURING INTERVIEW, IF ANY QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY
ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBINHQ. '

CRD WILL MAKE A DETERMINATION RE PROVIDING LEON OWEN POWELL
WITH POLYGRAPE UPON COMPLETION OF ABOVE mvnsncmxom

IMMEDIATRLY CONDUCT THIS mvas'rmmmu AND SUTEL SUMMARY

- ON A DAILY BASIS UNTILL THIS IKWES‘I‘IGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE

ANY‘LRADS OoUT OF YOUR 'DIV‘.ISIOBI BY TELETYPE. -HANDLE PURSUANT

TO SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF msmmic'rmns. ALSO FURNISH

-4

| ALI- INFORMATION TO MEMPHIS, THE OFFICE oF ORIGIN .

, COPY. HAILED MEMPHIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. . %x

TELETYPE TO SAC, AT
RE: MURKIN

"NOTE: See Peelman to Galldgher remorandum, same date, same

.caption. The request concerning an artist's conception

‘coordinated wkth Mr. J. F. Morrissey, Exhibits Section.
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~ " 1/6/76
Civil Rights Division

ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY
‘ROOM 1038 TODD

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

7 !

b 8 Enclosed is a éopy of a téietype dated 1/5/76
from our Atlanta Office.
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NOTE: Reference is made to a conversation between
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy and

SA H. N. Helterhoff on 1/6/76. Mr. Murphy requested the

follgging investigation re -this allegation by Leon Owen

Powell:

Interview Claude Powell, Compos and Davis for any
information they have re Leon Owen Powell's allegation;
obtain artist's conception of Ralph (Last Name Unknown) from
Leon Owen Powell; deternine present whereabouts including
residence and employment of Ray Godfrey. Mr. Murphy stated
Godfrey should not be interviewed at this time. Detexrmine
all places where Claude Powell reportedly incarcerated
to determine if ever incarcerated with James Earl Ray;
handle any additional obvious and 1dfal leads developed
such as the interview of any additional witnesses developed
during interview. The CRD will make a determination re
providing Leon Owen Powell with polygraph upon completion
of above investigation.
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¥ 70:  DIRECICR (44-3386D) |

1 rRowms  ATLANTA (44-2386) (P

; FTTENTION: GERERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, .

ﬁ " CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOY 5136, JEH.

1 numxis,

v c o _

{ RE/ATLARTA TZLCALL TO THE BURZAL, JANUARY 5, (576 -

é 08 JANUARY 4, 1975, LEGN OUEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, COXTACTED

{  ATLANTA GFFICE OF TXE FB1 ADVISING i% 3D LiFORWATION COUCERNINS

{  TME SUBJECT HATTER.

1 DURIZS PERSONAL INTERVITY WITH POVELL, HE ADVISED THAT

i DURING LATE 0CTOBER CR T ARLY NOVSIZER, 1967, DATE KNG, DURING
THS LATER AFTERXOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE POYELL, JR.,
AXA "SHCTSUN POVELL™, & ¥HITE MALE, WEIRE HAVIXS A DRINK I¥
PETE'S 3p7 AT HORELAXD AND COSFEDIRATE AVENUES, ATLAKTA, GEORGIA,

| WX THEY WERS APPROACRID BY MUTUAL FRIZMD RaY codReEY, a wITS

% MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY VEARS OF AGE, SIX FEST ONT INCH, W0

] HUNCRED TYEATY Pousps, COUNTRY 4XD WESTERY SINGER, ENFLOYES OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, %M0 ASYZD IF THIY WOULD BE

INTERESTZD 1IN MAKING 850,808, DER

VERSATIGN WITH GODREZY, IT WAS BEI

R TS

RO PACE OKE,

ING THEZ POYCLL ZHOTHIRS CON-

ERMNINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

P e

LN ] Tt
. -

e e st
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PHCE THE (44-2388)
THIM I8 CONTACT WITH A4 INDIVIOUAL ¥HO VOLLD FAY THEY TO NURDER
MeRTIV LUTHER KING, SR, POUFLL BTOTLIRNS EXPRESSED [.TFREST IX
TRZ £2UTRALT TOQ MURDER XIul 200 TUD COLVENEAYION 950 TECWMILATED

211 aothey.
SPPROXIMATELY ONS WEEX AFTER THI NZETIVG YITH SOPREY, THC

POYELL ZROTHEERS YERD AZAIN DRIMING 1IN PETE'S JAR, EXACT DATE

s

-

IMREDEN, AT APPROXIMATILY FOLR CR FIVE P4, YHEIN TUHEY UEZRE AP

PEGACHZD ZY A% INDIVIDLAL Na¥ZD RALPH (L4U), oHITS WaLE, WEAVY-

GaT, SIX FOOT OFZ I4CH 18 T’O INCH, XU AGCELT, VELL-GRGOMED,
* -
. e -y aw - »p - o~ o .. e - o
LATE TORTIES, &ELL~"PQ£&H, DESCRISED AZ “LAVYER-TYPE™, WHD ¥4S
P POOSTEEILY OF a4 REITFCASE,  SaLPYW (LWD) APPROCCHED THE POURLL

“RST.JZ. PUT KIS BRIEFCASE O THD TaULE AND,S410, "1 GUIS5 YOU

&
UHICH TIND RALPH (L¥U) OPZNID HIS BRIZFCASE, DISPLAYING %Hnal
BE SeID YAS TUESTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AXND THMEN Sald, "IF

3]

YOUu DECIDE 10 TaXE THE J0B, THERR'S FIFTY THOUSAXD DOLLARS
JORE WHIR 1T7'S CONPLETED®, “SHOTGUR™ POWELL REFLIZD TG RALPH

i
=
=
-3
9]
k2 g

40 HIS BR0THER XTZDED TINE TO THINYK IT OVER, #T ¥iHICR

TIMNS RALPH (LN STATED, “IF YOUR HIND IS N0T ¥ADZ UP X0V, I
IRESS WITH YOUT, ROTHIXG EZLSE WAS 5SAID AND RALPH

s

»

. N X, '
- s t Trmaszskin. o TRe Mot Atk ap e K leZ ¢ 76 im ks P e [YL ) LI N
v 2 Tasw el ALy
. R
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