. 1/6/75 o
= 7 GENERAL ‘J:sts'i'?mws DIVISION " ®

This pertains to the shooting death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Eaxl Ray has
pled guilty to this murder and presently in local
confinement. ’ ’

The attached from Atlanta Office advises of
information furnished by one Leon Owen Powell who,
in essence, claims he and his brother Claude Powel ’
Jx., while din an Atlanta bar in early October =
November, 1967, were approached by a mutual friend
Ray Godfrey, who asked the Powells' if they were
interested in making $50,000. Godfrey told them he
would put them in contact with an dAndividual who
would pay them to murder King. Approximately one
week later at same bar the Powells were approached
by an individual named Ralph (Last name unknown) who
said "I guess you knowh why I'm here" and sub-
sequently opened his briefcase displaying what he
said was $25,000. Powell said they told Ralph they
needed time to think it over. ‘Ralph replied "if
your mind’ is not made up now, I can’'t do business
with you". Powell said Ralph never said the
roney being offered was to kill King. Powell states
neither he nox his brother involved in murder of
King. '

No identifiable information in Bureau files on
JTeon Owen Powell, Claude Powell, Jr., or Ray
Godfrey.

This will be discussed with Civil Rights Division
of Department to determine if any investigation
warranted. ‘

Mr. Callahan
- Mr. Adans
Mr. Moore

~ Mr. Wannall

- e i e
J

"HNH:pdh LT
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1703 DIRECTOR (44~ ssesx) |
FROW:  ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

/A?zzntzos: GEKERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISIOH, :

/" CLVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ‘ROON 5136, JEH.
HURKEH. . t

RE/ATLANTA ZELCALL_TO THE BURZAU, JANUARY 5. 19760

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OUEN POVELL, WHITE UALE, CONTACTED
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING IE FAD INFORMATION CONCERNINS
THE SUBJEGT MATTER. |

DURING PERSOUAL INTERVIEW VITH POVELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURI}NG LATE OCTOBER OR EQ§LY OVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWHN, DURING
THE LATER Arrsnﬂoon HOURS, HE AND ?ﬂ}jBROTHER, CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,
AXA "SHOTGUN. POVELL™, & WHITE WALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK 1
PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVEWUES, ATLAKTA, GEORGIA,
WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEAD RAY GOURSY, A WHITE
MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO
HUNDRED TWENTY FOURDS, COUNTRY ARD VESTERS SItGER, EMPLOYES OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMERT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKIXG 856,800, DURING THE POYELL BROTHERS COM-
VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY YOULD PUT
END PAGE ONEZ, |
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PAGE TUO (44~2386)
THIN I8 CONTACT WITH A% INDIVIDUAL 4HO WOULD PAY THEW TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, POMELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED IWTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO NURDER XI43 AUD THE COUVERSATION ¥AS TERWINATED
YITH GOTREY. o | |

APPROXIMATELY ONE UEEX AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE
POVELL BROTHERS YERE AGAIN DRINKINZ 1IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
USKEDYN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE Pi, UHEN THEY UERZ AP
PROACKED BY AN INOIVIDUAL HAWED RALPH (LAUD, WHITE MALE, HEAVY-
SET, SIX FOOT OKZ INCH TO T%0 I&CH, ¥O ACCEWT, WELL-GHOOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOXEH, DESCRIZED AS “LAYYER-TYPE™, YKO VAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRISFCASE. RALPH CLHU) APPROACHED THE POYELL
BROTHERS, PUT KIS BRIEFCASE OH THE TASLE A¥D S4ID, ™I GUESS YOU
KNOW WHY I'H HERE". THE POVELL BROTHERS HODDED IN ASSENT, AT
UHICK TIVE RALPH (LHU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING ¥HAT
HE SAID WAS TUENTY-FIVE rﬂﬁusaab DOLLARS ASD THEY SAID, "IF
YOU DECIDE 10 TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAMD DOLLARS
WORE WHEW IT'S COMPLETED", “SHOTGUR" POYELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT WE AMD HIS BROTNER NEEDED TIXE TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TING RALPH (LND) STATED, "IF YOUR MID IS X0T MADE UP 0¥, I
CAN'T DO BUSIAESS WITH YOU". $OTHIXG ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH
£4D PAGE TuO, - | ‘
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PAGE THRER (44-2386) |

CLOSED HIS BRIEFCAST AND LEFT. FOUZLL ADVISED THAT RALPH WEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE HOXEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO XILL
MARTIH LUTHER KI¥G. |

NEITHER HS HOR WIS BROTHERS GBSIRVED HOY RALPR (LNU) CAME OR
LEFT THE BAR., THEY HAVE NOT SZEY AALPH (LNUY SISCE THAT DATE,

HE HAS ¥OT BEER IN CONTACT WITH RAY GOUREY 13 APPROXINATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES $OT XNOY GODREY®S LOCATION. THE OLLY OTHER
INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF KE AKD HIS BROTHER®S MECTING WITH RALPH
(LNU) ARZ HIS FORMEZR ¥IFE, ANMIE LOIS COHFDS, WHITE FEWALE OF

‘ATLAUTA AND PETE DAVIS, WHITE MALE, OUHER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LHU). |

HIS YIFE HAS HO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDAT OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AVARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEN TO HER. %

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OSSERVED RALPH (LYU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTZRED THE CORVERSATION SETYEEN RALPH. (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES,

v N REITHER RE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF

MARTIH LUTKER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, "SCARED US". KE IS WILLING TO TAWE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

-

ERD PAGE THREE. ‘ : ‘
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
FATTER,

HE HAS WALTED NINE YEARS TO CONTAGE THE FBI IN THIS HATIER
BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUXENTARY Of TELEVISION WHICK
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
14FORVATION TO THE FBI. | |

POYELL STATED THAT THE REASOR HE BELIGVES HE ALD HIS BROTHSR
WERE CONTACTED BY GOUREY IS BECAUST HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBSRY AUD, AT THAT TIHE, 1967, HIS
BROTHER RAD A REPUTATION FOR SBEING AN EXPERT WITK A SKOTGUH,
POYELL STATED WIS BROTHER, AT THAT TINZ, COMSTANTLY CARRIED A
SKOTGUH BECAUSE, "HE HAS A4 INFERIORITY CONPLEX™,

“REQUEST OF THE SUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTNENT TO DETERHINE
IF ADDITIOWAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNIXG THE ASOVE IMFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THIS TIXE. o |

END.

RSP FBINQ |

1
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FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) ‘ " .

FBI
Date: 5/6/69

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

A . G G . - — T S S -

Via AJRTEL . AIR MAIL
(Priority)
_____ e e e e e e e e e e e L.
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) -RUC-
SUBJECT: MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 4/8/69, and Litt
airtel to Butte, 4/21/69. ‘

Enclosed for the Bureau are seven copies; for
one copy; and for Memphis two copies of a letterhead me

For information of the Bureau, referenced Lit
Rock airtel to Butte merely sets out background informa

Penitentiary records, all of which information was obta

files of the penitentiary in the name of GERDON WHITNER
with the last name of WHITNER,

@)- Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 7)
1 - Butte (173-2) (Enc. 1)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
1 - Little Rock (157-1215)

v

concerning interview with J, GURDON WHITENER, Busch, Arkansas.,

concerning MORRIS R, MC CARVER contained in Arkansas State

by the penitentiary in 1952, No record was contained in the

¥
«

le Rock

Butte
morandun

tle
tion
ined

or

JHL/sso
©) N
. <§§/
\‘&f
Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 215 U, S. Post Office Building

'File No.

P, 0. Box 1111
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
‘ May 6, 1969

MURDER OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On May 2, 1969, Mr. J, GURDON WHITENER, Busch,
Arkansas (located about 10 miles west of Eureka Springs,
Arkansas), was located at -the Hillbilly Gift Shop in
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, which is owned and operated by
Mr, WHITENER and his wife, LU RENE WHITENER,

Mr. WHITENER advised that he did at one time
work as a guard during the construction of Beaver Dam on

" the White River near Busch, Arkansas, which was constructed

between the years 1961 and 1965, and he said ‘that he worked
there from 1963 to 1964, He advised further that an
individual named MORRXS MC CARVER is the son of a sister
of his mother, and that MC CARVER and his parents, many
years ago, lived near Hindsville, Arkansas, MC CARVER's
parents have been dead for many years and he, WHITENER,
had had no contact with MORRIS MC CARVER for over twenty
years when suddenly, possibly a year or year and a half
ago, MC CARVER appeared at WHITENER's home at Busch,
Arkansas, sometime after dark. Mr. WHITENER said that
it is possible that this did take place possibly in

November or December of 1267, but he has no way of

knowing exactly when it occurred. MC CARVER was alone,
and on foot, and had been drinking, and he stayed at the
WHITENER home the entire evening with WHITENER and his
wife, and no one else was present, and they did not

leave the house, They did no drinking while at the house,
but MC CARVER definitely had the appearance of having been
drinking when he arrived,

This docunent contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned ‘to your agency; it and its contents are

not to be distributed outside your agency.

)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i

MURDER OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

MC CARVER allegedly slept rather late the next
day and sometime, possibly prior to noon, Mr. and Mrs.
WHITENER drove MC CARVER into Eureka Springs, Arkansas
in theixr car and dropped him off because MrS. WHITENER did
not desire to have MC CARVER around the house any longer
and definitely did not want h1m to remain for another
night,.

Mr. WHITENER advised that he recalls MC CARVER
was short of money, so he, WHITENER, cashed a $15 check
for him, and MC CARVER said that this would be enough to
get hin by. The check later bounced. Mr. WHITENER was

. unable to recall the details of the check or upon which

bank it had been drawn.

Mxr. WHITENER advised that at no time did he
ever make any statements to MC CARVER or anyone else
concerning Governor ORVAL FAUBUS of the State of Arkansas
or concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING or his activities.
Mr, WHITENER denied that he had ever been on a drinking
spree of any kind with MC CARVER or anyone else and
stated ‘that this one short overnight visit which MC CARVER
paid to WHITENER, possibly in Decenber of 1967, is the only
time he has seen or heard from MC CARVER 1n more than
twenty years,

Mr. WHITENER advised that he is not certain that
MC CARVER 1left the Eureka Springs area after he and his
wife dropped MC CARVER off in Eurecka Springs because he
had heard later from an unrecalled source that MC CARVER
had been somewhere in the area of Eureka Springs and had
been drinking. He said he knew none of the details of
this and was not interested., He said further that he
knows nothing of the personal habits of MC CARVER or
where he lives, but he categorically denied information
furnished by MC CARVER, stating that it definitely is
not true, In addition, he stated that his wife could
certainly vouch for the fact that he and MC CARVER never

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MURDER OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

left the house the night MC CARVER was there and that
they were not drinking. Mr, WHITENER continued that
he felt he was doing MC CARVER a favor by cashing his
check, that they had never had any falling out, and
actually had never had any close association thh
each other, there had never been any trouble between
them, and he is at a complete loss to understand
statements made by MC CARVER,

Mr. WHITENER advised that he recalls MC CARVER
did have a younger sister who was mentally retarded and
who died when she was about twelve or fourteen years of
age., He said :that after the check bounced, he and his
wife talked this matter over, and they deczded ‘between
thenselves that the bad check was worth it if it would
keep MC CARVER from ever returning to their hone.

As a matter of background information, Mr.
WHITENER advised that he was born January 21, 1805 at
Mayfield, Arkansas, and that he and his family moved
to the Busch, Arkansas area in 1916. A number of years
ago his wife died, and he remarried less than four years
ago, and he and hxs wife have been operating the Hillbilly
Gift Shop in Eureka Springs.

LU RENE (Mrs. J. GURDON) WHITENER advised on
May 2, 1969, that she recalls MORRIS MC CARVER appeared
at her home near Busch, Arkansas at least a year ago
and possibly a year and a half ago, He stayed over one
night, but he had been drinking, so she and her husband
brought him into Eureka Springs the next day and dropped
him off as she did not want him to stay another night.
She said her husband cashed a small check for MC CARVER
which check later bounced.

Mrs: WHITENER advised that MC CARVER and her
husband remained at her home the entire time he was there,

and her husband did not go out drinking with MC CARVER at
any time,

Cg*
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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XXXXX @& memorandum : ) ( 5-2-69
Butte ‘

XXX (B) RELijmv
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5/2/69

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM : SAC, BUTTE (173-2) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
00: Hemphis

ReBuairtel to Butte, 4/23/69.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 4 copies of
an LHM containing information voluntary furnished by MORRIS
R. McCARVER, 490 "D" Street, Idaho Falls, Idaho, which in-
formation is being paraphrased to protect the source.

Enclosed to ¥emphis are 2 coples of this LHM,

For the Bureau's information, it is being pointed
out that by letter dated 4/18/69, the Kansas City Office re-~
ported a check of the medical records, Topeka State Hospital,
Topeka, Kansas, reflected that MORRIS R. McCARVER was a vol-
untarily committed patient at the Topeka State Hospital on
4/8/68. MNMcCARVER went AYOL from that hospital and was dis-
charged from the hospital as AWOL on 6/1/68.

~ Bureau (Encs. 4) (Reg.) (AM)
~ Memphis (Encs. 2) (Reg.) (AN)
2 ~ Butte
BSP/rmg
(7)
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o : nr. vxmxn crow, cn:m of !adical aacoras, '
'ropeka State Hompital, stated that hospital regulut:ons :

| prohibited him giving further information concerning Shis

L patient ﬂtmt writm cament of the pat:lent hinselt.

i _' 'mx nxvxszm
AT IDAHO rm.'s :mna
T omiia L peomitant ecves aug optats ﬁpiﬁ?:ﬁd’ .-

reset leads for Kansas City Office to check the reeorda
for additiml infornﬁtton reqnssted :Ln mirtel. )
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a A confi&ential sour ‘ce; Who ehas furnished 1n3uf-
fficient informntian to determine eliability, but’ who has
.an arrest record dating back to 1851, advised that in ‘2bou
_February, 1968,;. -GERDON WHITNER (Phonetic), who resided -in .-
" the Eyreka’ Springs, Aprkansas, -ares’;. and who had been for. .

- Boketime 8’ "political hack"- in- Northwest- Arkansas, attemptad
o solieit the sarvices of different. individuals in the: .

- Kureka: Springs, Arkansas, area to ‘eliminate MARTIN LUTHER -
"KING. . -WHITNER -was. not. successiul “in his efforts. with these
q'il__ldiifiéuals , but iu‘;i;cagtgd gj_;hat szl"‘wguld‘ ﬁlie '

- gl The SO R

glika ror Negroes and. indieated’xt»would‘hesafservicefto,the
scommunity to eliminate KIKG ' 5 ' R

.This document cnntainsvneither recomnenda
tions nor- conclusions of theé FBI. It is’
he property .of the FEI and is loaned to-

‘your. agency; .it. ‘and 1ts: .contents are nat
(1 be distributed outside your agency.
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

NOTE: There 18 one copy of Motion to Dismiss filed on
/’ behalf of Arthur Hanes, Sr.
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5-6-69
| ATRTEL o aM -
L ‘ .
!‘:
/

/‘7s POz ‘"DIRE‘C‘I‘OR"," FBI '(44‘-38861); ’
|- FROM: ' SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1087) ’
' ' uunxxn B
Enclosed for the information ‘of the Bureau are

l
! ' Co -
,f/»b two copies of "Motion to Dismiss" filed by ARTHUR HANES, JR, = =~
| ~on behalf of his father, ARTHUR HANES, SR., in U, S, District Court

a for the Middle District of Tbnnessee, Nashville, Tbnnessee, on
Iay 1, 1969, . .
\

1 MEMPHIS
RGJ:BN
< -

Onmmu (Enc. 2) (Al!)

4
. 4 l".r
. §N
:
"
.‘,‘ .
.
. s
- 4
RO
B
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE

- 1Y

MIDDLE DXISTRICT OF TENNESSEE ~ NASHVILLE DIVISIOI?

- S L HETLEID
. t - ) ) o
JAMES EARL RAY‘L’ ) ’/1 fAY 1 3969
Resident of Tennessee ) T :
_ ) - l{}’ow LEW™S, Clork
i e PLAINELEE ) By S9%- l(/ 3_2 (4/ 7 0.0,
) - . ‘ !.' 4
-~ Vs. ) CIVIL ACTION FILE NO. 5380
) ' ' ) ' ¢
ARTHUR J. HANES, PERCY FOREMAN ) s R
_and WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE ) J |
) | o
Defendants ) 4 ‘. j
- [ ) |

MOTION T 0 DISMISS

-

Defendant, Arthur J. Hanes, respectf?lly"mbves thj Court to
dismiss-the action and as grounds therefor assigns the fofiowiﬂg )
separately and severxally:

"l. The venue is impropex and.said acgion is in the wrong
Jﬁ@icial District because (a) the Plaintiff is ngt a resident of said
Judicial District and is within said Judiciai District solely by rea-
son of his invéluntary confinement within the Tegge§see State éeni%en-
txary. (b) No Defendant is a corxrporation, alien, or resident of said

udxc;al sttrxct, and (c) Sa;d claim is not alleged to have arisen
within said Judicial District. - ‘ .

2. Said Petition fails to state a claim upon which relief

can be granted. -

@w‘éwzz/\)_\ k\{(?/z/&'ffa’ §~

ARTHUR J. HA\:ESQE)
. ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT, ARTHUR J. HANES
L 617 Frank Nelsci Bu - ding

\»\\\\\\\\;\\ Birmingham, Alabama 35203°

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ORI




meme -

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hexeby cextify that I have this day mailed, postage.prepaid,

; a copy of the foregoing Motion to Dismiss to Honorable Robert W. Hill,

Jr., 418 Pioneexr Building, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 37402, and Honorable

J. B. Stoner, Savannah, Tennessee, 38372, Attorneys for P axntlff.

. This is the éﬁC) day of Cj}h/ﬁ/(4p : . 1969.

T w%m% %\W \fvl

e - - ARTHUR J. HANES,“0R.
: .7 ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT, ARTH R Je. HANES

o 2%+ 617 Frank Nelson Building
- .. Birmingham, Alabama 35203

-y L2
'
.
0
1 N
'
K
. .
e foret—
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) REL:jmv
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| “ - FlLLED
' UNITED STATES DISTRICT GOURT . -~
- MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE (@ ner 29 1969
: _NASHVILLE DIVISION .
. S | : ant% LE s Clerk
R by Xt /uo

JAMES EARL RAY
CIVIL ACTION NO. 5380

_PERCY FOREMAN,
" WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
and ARTHUR J. HANES

-
"
v
N N N S Nt® sl “msP et

L4

MOTION TO DISMISS ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANTS
* PERCY FOREMAN AND WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE

" The defendants move the- Court as follows:,,:

a claim against these'defendants. upon which relﬁefncan be granted.

-

(1) To dismiss the action because the complaint fails to state .

- (2) To dismiss the action on the ground that it is in the wrong .-

district because the plaintiff is not a resident of the Middle District of .

Tennessee and the Middle District of Tennessec is not the judicial district

"“fn which the claim arose. : ’
. L ‘
In sxxnpport of this motion an affidavit of Tom Y. Richardson,

Cu;‘,todlah _ofﬂ Reéérds at the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Nashville,

-

: Teﬁnessee,-ié filed as Exhibit "1" to this motion, | .

.. HOOKER, KEEBLE, DODSON & HARRIS

»

oy ///H /;(//(/\

Attornoyu for Defendants
crcy Fore an and William Bradford By

‘ / . 900 N45hvillo Bank & Trust Buildi:
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! : *
. AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF TENNESSEE )
.COUNTY OF DAVIDSON ) q

Mr. Tom Y. Richardson, being first duly sworn, says:

- That he is the Custodlan of the records at the Tennessee
State Prxson at Nashvxlle Tennessee, that accordxng to the
_rccords James Farl Ray upon enterlng the Tennessce prxsons gave .
.no legal residence but instead in answer to the quéstxons as "
to his legal re31dence gave the answer as unknown, that the X

’.only addresses given by James Earl Ray were thosc of his

'“_i‘ brothers, John Ray, 1982 Arsenal St. LOUlS, Mlssourl and

ﬁJerry Ray, 710 Ann Avcnue, St.- Louis MlSSOUTl.

/ h/%v/&dw ;.

»

Sworn to and subscribed before me ' P

" this <Q3”day of April, 1969.-

«"‘. . '-
. .J@ . T
#/._3\'-5 A VAR . .

zNotary Public ) T |
-26.-/6//72- ’

My commlgsxon expires: of -

o

Exhibit "1" to Motion to Di-miss
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U. S, v. Stabler, 169 F, Zd 995
(3rd Cir. 1948).

Wendell v, Hoffman, 24 F,. Supp. .
(N. T, 1938)”

Stadtmuller v. Miller, F. 2d 732
(2nd Cir. 1926).

The Restatement of Conflict of Laws, Section 21, provides:

“A person cannot acquire a domicile of choice
by any act done under legal or physical compulsion,”

The Proposed Official Draft Part I, of May 2, 1967, of the

Restatement of the: Law, Second, Conflict of Laws, Section 17, Subsectien

- -

(c), of the Comments, states:

"Under the rule of this section, it is impossible
j: for a person to acquire a domicile in the jail in which he
is mcarcerated. " "

N

HOOKER, KEEBLE, DODSON & HA?

BY {// L3l (’7/7\%-/ /(..-("/\

- / Attorpéys for. Defendants \
cy Foreman and William Bradford Buie\
900 Nashvme Bank & Trust Building * -
Nashville, Tennessee 37201 ‘

-~

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, John J. Hooker, hereby certify that the foregoing Brief in
- Support of Motion to Dismiss has been served on the 'aétorneys for the plain=-

" tiff by mailing a copy thereof to the Honorable Robert W. Hill, Jr., 418 Pioneer

hfﬂ‘n‘»«!* g el o

Building, Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402; and thé Honorable] B. Stoner,

T

’ . Savannah, Tennessee 38372, by first class mail, this,éﬁ day of Apri), 1969. -

e L ) T om] Hooker
- i - ) . - - :’/.?"” . b e - . / ) - .
- /“/- ’ - - " .'— * - i -

~// - - - . . 2._—' - C. ~
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FILED

& APR 29 195

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE
NASHVILLE DIVISION

i

JAMES EARL RAY

”

" CIVIL ACTION NO. 5380

PERCY FOREMAN, ,
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
and ARTHUR J. HANES

NP N N? g N N Ve e e

BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO DISMISS

|

The venue of this action is not in the Middle District of

- Tennessee under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1391(a), which provides:

"“The civil action wherein jurisdiction is
founded only on diversity of citizenship may, except-
as otherwise provided by law, be brought ¢nly in the
judicial district where all plaintiffs or all defendants ;
reside, or in which the claim arose. " : i : T,

According to the averments of the complain_t and the amended

compléint"therclaim arose, 1f the pgmtiff has a claim, in the Western Dis~

trict of Tennessee at Memphis. »
MThe plaintiff's mcarceration in the penitentiary at Nashville :

’does not make him a resident of this judicial district for venue purposes.’

—

... & 7 Nobuo Hiramatsu v. Phillips,- S0
: * F. Supp. 167 (S.D. Calif. 1943).

1
Shaffer v. Tepper, 127 F. Supp. 892
(E D. Ky. 1955)

- .7 Urbano v. New Qyndicaf:K Co.., Inc..
‘%32 F. Supp. 237 (S D. . Y. 1964)

v : - H L0 '
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, John J. Hooker, hereby certify that‘the foregoing motion
has been served on the attorneys -for the plaintiff by maikling a cc->py thereof
" to the Honorable Robert W. Hill, Jr., 418 Pionecr Buflding, Chattanooga,

" Tennessee 37402; and the Honorable I . B. Stoner,. Savannah, Tennessee

38372, by first class mail, this ,LfZ day of April, 1969.

o
E\_\\
8
N

-~

A

5.
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‘ \ ;.‘ﬁAprn 28, 1969
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) RXL: jmv
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4/25/69
AJRTEL . AIRMAIL
TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Los Angeles telto Bureau, 2/5/69; Los Angeles
airtel and LHM, 3/4/69; New Orleans airtelsto Bureau, 2/7/69,
and 2/10/69; and New Orleans airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/8/69.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are five copiles
of a self-explanatory LHM together with two copiles for
Menmphis and an information copy for Los Angeles.

Trooper Raul Victor Esquivel, Sr., was cooperative
with Bureau Agents when interviewed, 4/24/69. :

New Orleans 1is closing its case in this matter.

‘@Bureau (Encl. 5) (RM)

2-Memphis (Encl. 2)(44-1987) (RM)
1-1os Angeles (Encl. 1)(44-1574) (RM)
1=-New Orleans

EJC:mhl
(6)
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Y ﬁsmmﬁnu , 100}
?:icxﬁs, st&‘%:gect mm ‘Raﬂul'.
, . cm«*ions :
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o Dacenber, 1967, and April, 1968. .

CLoal e

omgestza: o on t Duty. -
m:gust 25 and zs., A 'on duty; ?'m AH to .e:m T
| . Kugust 27. . " ox puty
.,.:Tvv":",&qgust 28, 29, zml 39«, :‘!-“ﬁn duty, 7.0& £ to :me mx.
':i-;j_.ltugust L3 P e -,'m’f puty.” ‘

' - thr?hew mveatiyatian hes- zi:iacloa.ad thatz dwc:lng

. ~Asxguat, 19&?, Eeguivel wis sssignod to dutias in different
axess of the Troop B respongibility since he was siilling in
| for other troopers on thelir dsy's off. During Aumst

‘ 3.967, Bsqa.ivel mrked in i:he m eroam n'es. .

. : Esquivgl stateﬁ that he haa not cngagad i,n Yy
‘iengthy travel of receut yoars and noted that for the past :

“three years, n groat mkjority of his offeduty time has been
devoted to tha building in his garsge at home of & small
air;:l'm. mqm.vel advised that he is @ licenseé pﬂat.

‘ . Esqui‘?ai mnli&ﬂ that dur;‘h:g 'mo amer months

L of 196?, he was performing dutiss out of Troop B, but thst h&
. does not recnll sny specific activities on sny spacific dates.
e stated that be would 2ige he unkble to recall any spmiﬁc
" dates . of hisx sctivities during the ﬁonth‘; o! Gctabcr :md

- !squhrel miatmi ‘out that ht regards hinaaliﬁ as 8
orofessional law enforcement officev, that he teies pride
- in his occupstion and that he Les aothing whitsoever to hide.
He stated that if he did posmsess. any information concerning
Rey or the’ amansimtion iiif‘ King he wwm ot h&itaize m
Eurnﬂ.sh same ta ﬂm ¥BI, BRI .

B L The ;ﬁollmring bacxgwund and c.esc:riptwo datu vnas
obtaméa hy intﬁrviow and e&b«erwtiom . L o

. Hame - - 'f.“ . . Raal ’Yictaxr l’mquivel, Sr.
Race - B ¥hite

- Bex. . - L Nale . .

. Date of mxth AL/1T/26 :

',,?:uce of birth : I!eliz, Brii::ish }bminrls .

';,;ix;,.j-'
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Routing Stip
0-7 (Rev. $~25-67)

TO: SAC,

Albany
~ 1 Albugquerque
Anchoérage

(.1 Atlanta
.} Baltimore
(] Birmingham
{..] Boston
[C_} Buffalo
{_] Butte
Charlotte
Chicago
Cineinnatt
Cleveland
(] Columbia
[ ] Dallas
(L] Denver-
[ J Detrait
(.} El Paso
(] Honolulu

RE: MURKIN

X3 For information [T optional

(Copies to 0’5 Checked)

(Z3 Houston

[T ] Indianapolis

.1 Sackson

[_.] Jacksonville
Kansas City-
Knoxville

Las Vegas
Little Rock
Los Angeles

("] Loutsville
X3 Memphis

Miami
Milwaukese
Minneapolls

Mobile,
Newark
{_] New Haven
(C3 New Orleans
{3 New York City

Reteation

Norfolk’
Oklahoma City
Oahd
Philadelphia

[C-1 Phoenix

[ Pittsburgh

(] Portland

[ ) Richitond

(T3 Sacramento

~—] St. Louls

() Salt Lake City

San Antonio

[ ] San Diego

(_.} San Francisco

] San Juan

Savaanah

(] Seattle

] Sptingfield

(2 Tampa
% Washington Field

Quantico

TO LEGAT:

Bern
Bonn
Buenos Aires

[} Hong Kong

Santo Domtrgo
Tokyo

Bate 4-24-69

For appropridte

{73 action

(_:1 Surgm DY scmmenmasmnnn.

The enclosed 1s for your information. If used in « future report, [ ) conceal
all sourees, [} paraphrase ¢ontents.

[T £nelosed are corrected pages from repost of SA

dated

Remarks:

Ene, (2)
Buftle

Urfile
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Union, Ontario, Canada.
February 3, 1969 .

A

k4

Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation.

o - Washington, District of Columbia,

. The United States of America

Dear Director M. John Edgar Hoover fThe,Federal Bureau of Investigation):

I write this letter to you Mr. Hoover because I am cer-
tain that the accused: James Earl Raye is.not the man who used
a rifle to shoot (Dr.) Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,; but that
it was rather a full brother of his a multiple birth who used
a rifle to shoot the Late Martin Luther King Jr., which shooting
" resulted in Mr. King's death. ,

RN

J I think that "Mrs. King" was expecting a baby at the
time of /the shooting and that the father (physical) was the man
who used the rifle to shoot The Late Mr. King Jr. (Dr. Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.) (who was an adopted son.)

It is possible to suprose that "Mrs. King." told the
Late Martin Luther King Jr., to go out on the portch (second
floor portch) where he was standing when he was shot.

"Mrs. King," wife of the Late (Dr.) Rev. Martin Luther
- King Jr., lived in (the city of) sSt. Thomas, Ontario, Canada,
for a time; with the name "Verna Pearson," —=—-eeace-- she was
a portrait painter and she had some of her paintings shown in

- a display of Art, at The St. Thomas Public Library on Mondamin
Street, in the city of St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada. at that

time her " (Mrs. Pearson's") address was 52 Hincks Street,

st. Thomas, Ontario, Canada. ) -

The father of the baby (an édopted brother) is shown
in one of the two newspaper clippings enclosed. e e e e

%

: The mother of the baby ('Mrs. King") is shown in the
other clipping. '

I write this true letter with hore that if not other-
wise possible to do so it may save the life of an innocent man
in this instance. -

. Yours Sincerely,

John Douglas Burgess, ) '
Union, Ontario, Canada.

.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA

a’chM-&c 6882 / ‘ . LI ReV. ass
R f_ ~ OTHER FULE REFERENCES: ‘ . DIVISION DATE « E’M?D&Lgr:é;ikgéq&
. . REF, AUTRES DOSSIERS: L ., © - l‘oﬂ . 2 A}{g 6? .r"::}."»70?..{“»22."13]‘3
‘. t , SUS-DIVISION + SOUSDIVISION | 6‘5 0 7‘0; 9
Lo : Clmper | N-s L 09 ‘
’ e s 2l 6917021
' DETACHMENT « DETACHEMENT J 6‘3~ 202 _w
rﬂ i’DO“ '\ -
sg}u: l . .Y \\ . Y ’
Joln D, WOl -c-o, :,.x\; " R, (..-.,.
p Union, Gubarlo. -~ . N\~ .. s
-’ \ s * »
. < 31 MAR 69 - : .
. ) —
1. BUNGERS uas intervisved sith xe::s:m.s 10 hin 1ut.x:cx‘ of' 3 ¥&8B 69

$o the Dircctor, FH.A.X, IFGESS could not aupply any information regarding
the Dr. XIS nurder. It i the o>i.nio~1 of this investizator that Bt TROESS
is unstable nentally and thad ':mﬂt o hiz letter was nis fmagination nith
& sngll part baing information ke cbinined fron locel nous medlias

2 "'3?3.3‘:%5 i3 39 vears nld and roasidss by hinself in a houss which
srg Jeft to hin by his narant The house is very run-'xo.m ountside and the
Inmediate arsa i very mnssy. ho intaerior of the house is very {ilthy,
hovinge m;z. 1% 3)11(3*‘ of g'zrbpm end other debris ;aaw"x'e(z aroand, SUH{EESL
could be olasaifiod ag a harnit, alt::&u:rh he leuvas the houso daily ongd
hite"v—r‘!ﬂ* continually to London and St. Thomas, ont.

/

3. frior to the inkervieu with BURCESS, aav:mal engilries vore made
to try and verify sorme of the points brought out in the letber. . Eaguiries
conducted with rogards Lo Yerns PEARSGH provee} ne *'aésivc, #s No suoh parson
had ever recided at U2 Hincks St., St. Thommg. As far bask as could be
choclod, thers was no rocord of Varnx PRIERGOH.

BN
2

-

he BURGESS bas 8)loo writbon letters to the Ontarlo Provinelal Police
and the Londen Cibty P.D., atterpting to ansist thom in 5.2)"982:‘,&:&‘1;5,9‘18. Tho
London F.D. favestizator has also int ervieued BWLLSS and raached tho _saro
opinion as ¥ did. ,oom T
5 Lt precant, BIRGESS iz in ths process of writlng anothar lotter
to the Dircct ox:, p..,.l'. C T

& ¥ .
[ ‘\
- N i

6. I fcei Pa‘*‘“s 88 uozxm not hors anvmw, zzl-,hom;h i bcliava he
ould cause epbebrassmont to digmlterfes visiting in this area. ' A photo-
i,rqph of BUEAES3 will bo obtai:wd and forvarded umiar aaparnte cover with
ell particulars concerning hin so that a V.I.F. Survelllauce card can bﬂ
distributed. Report will be submitted under appropriate caption.

CONGLUPED HERE: : ! : .
. ' . o " . ” -
' - ' : ol *
. * , T .
s ' . . : R
. \ - Jarn-
) boa o - " e
{?.S. B,) sgb. b ' ' : - (:-’Sto . ;
I/c Londen Tobe ' ‘ {%e €. St. Germadn) F25025 7.
’ ) I 4
. . . s e
' . ] g - ! ' -, ew:‘:"’
. . v ~ g
, < . B —b_’, ) \ [ . E I -,

+ R : Vo - ~ . N
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‘,April 23, 1969
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION :

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

xxx (B) RELiimv

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




4-16-69 !

AIRTEL AM
_ /
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) /
!
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P ;
MURKIN

Re Memphis Airtel 4-15-69, enclosing copies of order
filed in U, 8, District Court, Mashville, Tennessee.

Yor the information of the Bureau and completion of
its files, there are enclosed two Xerox copies of amended
petition submitted in U, 8, District Court, Nashville, 4/15/69,
The petitioner in this instance adds the name of ARTHUR J. HANES
as a respondent. As of 4/15/69, the U, 8, District Court Clerk
at Nashville had not served the petition on respondents as he
is awaiting a correct address from ROBERT W, HILL, JR,, Attorney
for the petitioner,

@ BUREAU (Enc. 2)(RN)

MEMPHIS

RGJ :BN
4)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO THI HONOPABLE JUDGE WILLIAM E. MILLER OF THZ DISTRICT COUR?Y
MIDDLE DIVISION, ©ENULSSER —
JAMES TARY RAY, - ‘ &

Resident of Tennoegsce ;z:sz E
& . NO. \‘ had
Vs - b ‘?& ':
PERCY FOREMAYN, Resident of ) &-
xcwuq,“WYESIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
Rasident of Xlahama, and &
ARTHUR J. HANES, Roesident of *
Alabana &
&

AMENDED PETITION ‘

4

Your potitionexr would rospectfully show the Court:
That this cause is subject to federal jurisdictiod\in 4

that there is a diversity of citizenship (ace cébtioﬂ) and- that

" the subjoct matter of this suit is in excess of $10,000.

That he i3 presently in the Tennesse? State Penitentiary
at Nashvilla serving time under a sentence of 99 years inmposed by
the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennesscc, the Honorable

. Judge Preston Battle (now deceased) then praesiding. |

That he was imposcd upbn by tho roséondents in the
following mannex: Petitionor first consult;d,with ﬁrthur J. Hanes,
an attorney at law in the State of Alabama, and that they rcqghed
a tentative agreement for the saild Hanes to defend him oh a charéb
of muxder. The petitionor charges that he was bofore and at all

times since in jail without bail and undor evoery rgstrictive sc-

curity. Potitioner would show that after the original meeting with

flancs that he and Hanes startaed a line of digscussion relative to

!
Hanes' fce and expenses.

That lanes rovealeé“éd'tho petitioner that he had beoen -

X

approached by the respondent, Huie, and that Huie would be willing

to pay large suus of monoy ‘or the exclusivo rights to the story

£ your petitioner's life, including any and all factsz surrxounding
the netitioner's alleged involvement in tho slaying of Mgrtin ]
Luther RKing (whom pectitionexr at that time stood charged with mur-
dering). Aftexr heing assured by Mr. Hancs that his rights pending

the homicide case would not ba prejudicoed or impariled, the po-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 1417’6
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titionecr cntéred into a contract with respondent Hanes and with
respondent Huic (a4 copy of which, togethor with other matexial
contracts and coxrespondence, is attached torordginal petition).

Your petitioner now rcalizes an?eso charges that the .
original and all subscquent- contracts were not in any way for tho
pctitioner's benefit; nor wexe they ever so intended to be. On 1
the contrary, it is charged that respondent Hanes entered into
collusion with respondent Huie, each having the specific intent to
exploit your petitioner's plight to their own monetary benefit.

Your petitioner was under extreme emotional ?nd nental stress,
whereby he was made more susceptible to the Qrgings of the attorney
who was allegedly acting in his behalf. Respondent Hanes realized
that your petitioner was a stranger to the tangles of the law, and
therefore proceedod to "take him in.” ' T,

Youx potitioner would show the Court that he at all times .
depended wholly upon the advice of Mr. Hanes until such time as —
Pexcy Yoreman, the lawyer from the fexas Bar, entered into thoiéasc.

At this point in tine, the’petitionerarcleased Mr. Hanes and de=- \\\ﬁ
pended fully upon the advice of said Pgrcy Forcman.

Your petitioner would show that hé initially entered into
a contract with Mr. Hanes, b?t that through, an amendatory agreement
induced by Mr. Percy’?oreman; he signed a contract by virtue of
which Mr. Hanes was released upon the promisc to be pa%ﬁ'some 1
$35,000 by Mr. Huic. Under the amenﬁagfry contract, Mr. Foreman ¢
was to xeceive all xights formerly to have been Mr. Hanes'. &;
Howaver, Mr. Toreman was to roeceive further rights in regard to
oxclusive'storigg, motion picture contractsa, rﬁ-run contracts, ‘{
television rights, etc. In other words, Mr. Percy Foreman was to &
roceive everything which mi&ﬁé‘otherwise have becn the propert§-of§
Janas Barl Ray, in return for defending James Earl Ray. )

The potitioner believes that the deféndant Poreman has E R
some sortroffpower of attorney so that on the face of said powex
of attornecy, Foreman, if not restrained, will in all probabhility
further act in the name of the potitioner to the potitioner's dot-

rimont in these and othex matters.

Your potitionor was not vorsad in tho law rolative to T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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contracts in genaxal ox, more specifically, contracts betweon
attorney and ciieﬁgz Noxr was he sufficiently knowlodgcablo"or in-
formed about tko ?dril of his coursae, as made obvious by the fact
that said agrcéﬁént% could and would adversqu affect the defenso
in his criminai c&ég. ‘

rotitioner charges that the respondent Porcoman advised,
then cajoled, then pressured him into plecading guilty to the aforo-
rmentioned charge of murder in the £irst degree. Among other things,
the said Foreman told him that this course was the-only way to save
petitioner’'s life - all of this in spite of the fact that pctitionJQ
had at all times protested hisiinnocence to Mr. Foreman.

Potitioner now beliaves and chaxges that neither respon- l
dents cver intended for him to have a fair trial and testify in his
own bchalf, as this would thaon make the facts and tesfimony public
property and no one would or could have oxclusive rights in the

nattoer.

Petitioner charges that Foreman informed him that the

o~

only way to xraise enough money to pay his fee was to sign over
such rights as he had. Petitioner at this timo had full faith in
higs attornoy and acted strictly in accordance with his attorney's
advice. He dié not know that such acts actually prejudiced his
rights in the criminal case and caused to arise a serious conflict
of interest which rendered it impossible for Mr. Foreman to well
and truly reprosent him. Thore was no way for the potitioner to
know that ¥r. Foreman hzd, in fact, positionad himsclf in such a
manner as to have a strong monatary intexcst inﬁhaving his client
found guilty and scntenced to & 99 year term for a crime which he
éid not commit. ldr. Féréman 414 not tell the petitioner, nor did
tha petitioner know, that there have been no axacutions in this ~ .
gtate within the past decade and that th? *bargaining* for the

99 year sentencce could have casily been done by almost any student
frosh out of law school. No ability, experience, or exhaustive
research would be nocescsary to obtain the said results, partiéularly
in view of the fact th&t petitionoxr at all times prior thoreto pro-
claimed his innocenco.

I

Petitioner would furthor show thaé tha prasiding judga,

}

Judgo Preséon Battle, in an offort to Kesp down unnacossary puhe

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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licity had cnﬁoiﬁéd all parties, including the attornays, f{rom ra-
leazing to tho Prass any statenonts ralating to tha petitionar

and/or his C&Sb( That in spito of this injunction, xespondent )
Foroman xeloased statemoats to his co-raspondont Hule, said state-
ments purportod to bo from this potitioner. That such statermonts, .
evon whon and if the same woro mado by tho petitionar, woro stata-
< monts of a confidential naturoe and privileged botwaan cliont and
attornay.

Petitionor charges that thero has sinca appoared in a
national magazina an article in which liuie zots forth cortain
statemonts purportodly nada by the petitioner. Even if such state-
neats waro true, which getitionor daniaen, they could only have been
- basad upon statements nade to his lawyor, therefore bringing thom
under tho rale of privilego batweon attorney and cliont_(a copy

£ gaid magazine is filed to tho original potition).

Pinally, patitioner cihiarges that not only doos the aboveo
conduct viclato the relationchip of attorney and clioent, but also
violates Canon lo. 6 of the profeassional athics nat forth by the
Axrorican Bar Association and which have baon adoptod by tho state.
Potitioner avers that the relationship oﬁ attornay and client
oxictad at all tirmes whonevor ho talked with any of his lawyars,
but thné ho was never told, nor &id his lgbyor explain to hin, ) l
the truoe monotary aspacts of thae case ox that tho reccppién of
auch monoy under the conditions of tﬁa contract ho;eté attached
would imperil potitioncr'c rightz in the homicide caso and violato
the nandates of the Honorable Judgo P:eston}ﬁatclo. now deceasced.

Jrrom what ho has now learned and bolioves, petitioner
c\a:«en that his final attorney, Mr. Poxcy Poxeman, was the agent
of the co-rospondent William:B. Nufe and was in fact looking out
for hisz own’ (Foremantz)and his principal's (liuic) monotary in:.m
tarepts, rathoy than the rights of this potitioner.

Patitioner would shew in corrohoration of his bolicf and
charge that Percy Forsman, who was allegadly roprancnt&ng'hin;
coaxcold your patitioner into -igning}scmo gsort of potition for

waiver and othor unlawful and unconstitutional petitions attachcd
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to this the amonded potition. 2mong those righta which respondont
Foronan attemptod go coQrca your potitio;or to walvo wera 1)
his rnotion for n‘ﬁéﬁ trial) 2) succassive appeals to tha Supremo
Court of Criminal Appeals of the Suprome Court of Tonnossea; and
3) patition for raviow by the Supreno Court of tha United States
(s¢e pagoe 2 of Voir Diro of ﬁofandant of vaiver and Ordar).
- Petitionor would point out to the court that thare is
no proccdent for guch a waiver in law or aquity and that as an
caperionced attornoy, Mr. Poroman must have xoalized not only the
impropriaty, but the gross injustice he was fostering upon his
cwh cliont in &ircct contradiction to all of éhcno lagal rights
guarantcad hin by tho constitution of bLth this state and the
Unitad States.
WHEREPORE, PRIEMISLS CONSIDERED, PETIRIONER PRAYS:
1. That ha bo allowed to £4la this potition and that
propar process lssue and ba sorved upon tha respondants
and/or thoir agants, roquiring thom to appoar at the
carliest day convenlent to ba set by this Court, and
to answer this complaint fglly, but nbt under oath, thoir
o#th to tie sawmo bolng waived.
2. 7hat a praliminary injunction issue conjoining the
' regpondents from tho furthor exposurs of the alleged
facte surr;undinq the slaying of ﬁaftfﬁ Luthor Ring, in-
cofar a3 such alleged facts aﬁfoct.ého potitionhr, or
purport to involvo this poetitionor with satd killing.
Potitionex prays that upon the final hearing of this
cause that saild injunction bo made final,

S T3, 2hat any and all contracts entered into by tho partios
doscribod acbove be_ voided or nullificd and that all .
parties rospondent ba perpotually onjoined from pursuéag‘

thelr coursa by reason of any allegod contractual agreo- T~
ronts or peowexc of atto:noy.g

4. %hat all costs pursuant to potition be taxed against
the rosponddntﬁ. ‘

5. That ho »¢ grantod such other goneral rslief as tho

cquities ofithis cause way demand. {

\3

o ’

4
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Attoxnay for' Potitionar

C Y W

. > arox%
tornoy for Petitioner

COWNTY QF DAVIDSON:

I, JAXES EARL RAY, €irst having haon duly aworn, make

ath that tha mattors and facts stated in the forogoing|petition

are truc to tho bost of ny knowledgo, information and balief anc

that owing to my poverty, I am unable to boar the expoense of the
suit wiich X am about to bring.

et TP Sl [,
@ys EARL RAY

Swoxrn to and s Bgsxibcd bofore mo,

o) the [\) _. Gay of April, 196G9.

r .
P ”‘ el 2 7 P4 /ﬁ7/ 22 )
R PUBLIC

\

co'miszionc/smirea ? f/ > i / f 7 b .
z < L

~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RN . =% aw Ten g e
B I T

r

Siev oA . . T . e .3 ' . -2l -.'( ' *

-
‘ - « s
. - - . -
. . - *, -

. XY THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE *

. : . DIVISION _13% ‘ DL

AYE OF TENNESSEE

X - » . 4 . T

Vs, : . R " NO. 16645 T

<. JAMES_EARL_RAY T .

DEFENDANT . iy

PETXTION FOR WAXVER OF TRXAL AND REQUEST FOR
+ ACCEPTANCE OF YLEA OF GUILYY

Thot my truc rﬁll neme 4s JAMES EARJ, RAY - ‘ ond-X ossert that
ol) procecedings ogainst me should be hod in the nome which X hcrcby declore to be oy
true none.

. . .
. .

My sttorney in the covse {5 PERCY FOREMAN s ¥ho wos se-

e \r, ‘ " ‘\S -W"' {.’ [ " n "u.f"' ‘\1‘"'" "t’\'l /I'?’,P "'“ \"ﬁ'[‘”\‘”‘-""\f""ﬂ”‘""’l”i S;"'.
. .

="

” .

»

dected ond retoined by me,/whq was appointed by the Court mikxoxxo 3»2«&,_to represcnt’
¢

me {n this csusc. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defen r,

-ﬁ- " X hove received s copy of the indictment befbre being cslled upon to plesd,
» and X “have rcad ond discussed it with my attorncy, ond believe snd feel thst I under- _

stend the osccusation made agoinst me in this cose ond in each cose listed herein., I

heredby wsive the formsl reading of the indictment, * ) '

J .

N X have told my ottorney the facts ond surrounding circusstances ss known

.
»

'to me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments, .ond bel{eve and feel that
ry sttorney {s Ny Iinformed as to o)) such matters. My sttorney hos inforned me
at to the nsture ond cousc of coch accusstion ogsinst me, ond 83 to uny ond ol
possible defenses X might have in thie cousc,

My stlorney hos advised me o3 to the punishnent provided by law for the -
offenses cherged and embroced in the indictment ogainst me. My attorney has further
advised that punishment which the law provides for the crimc with which I om chorged
in the indictment 4s as follows: . .

»

death by clectrocution. or confxnemcnt 1n the State Pcnxtcntzary for

snan e

lzfo or for some _nexiod of tlmc over twcnty (20) ycars

- ond 4f sccepted by the Court and Jury my sentence on o plea of cuilty will de:

confinement jn the State Penitentiary for nmncty-nlnc years (99).

. Xt has been fdly explsined to me and I understand that i\nsy, itX so‘choosc, . f

plead "Not Guilty" to sny offense charged ogoinst me, and that £ X choosc to plead "Not
Cuflty"” the Constitution guarantees snd this Court will provide me the right to s speedy.
snd pudblic iriad by Jury; the xight to sece ond hear 0l witnecsses agoinst me; the right

Lo usc the power ond process of the Court to compald the production of eny cvidewce,
including the attendance of any witness, 4in my fovor, snd the xright to hove the OnSiS‘
tonce of counncl in ny defense at 0l stoges of the procccdingu.

In the exexrcisc of ny own frcc will~ond cholce and w&thout ony threats or

-

pressure of sny kind or prom{ses of gain or fovor from any source whotsoever, and dbeing

Ndly oware of the oction I om toning, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to
secept uy pies of guflty to the chorges outlined herein. I hexredy vaivc sny xight X

. ney or could hovc to o Motion for a ch Triel, andéfﬁ an oppcal.
/
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.m\m.EARL_RAY . ’ o REARAL

. DEFENDANT . . L fd

ORDER AUTHORIZING WATVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEFTING Y
PLEA OF GUILTY L v

»
h'S
-

: g’his couse conme on for heoring before the Honorsble Y,

.,
R
AL DN

-
..
L]

-

%
«

PRESTON BATTLE . ', Judge of Division _IIT __, of the

-
-
-

.
."t

S
W
3 AL TS

Crininsld Court of Sh_clby County, Tennessce, on the petition of the - e

ren
-
3
e

,
1
e RAAN)

defendant, _ JAMES EARL RAY » for Wolver of triod by Jury snd P71

-
‘
-

request for acccptunce of o plea of guilty, sald pctition bcing attached

-
-~ 4
Q,vw:

. T ®
’
- .

, - hereto and incorporoted by refexrence hcrein, upon fstatcmentv msgde in
the District Attorney General,
open Court by the de*cndsnt herein; his attorneysof rccord /the Ascistont -

ot
- - - ¢~
..;

* © AttoxneysGenerol xeprescnting the State-of Tennessce; end from questzonins "o BRI

ki
X . LR

by the Court of defendsnt snd his counsed in open Court; end = = = ===—" e

IT APPEARING TO THE COURT after careful considerotion that the . R,

defendant he_zrein has dbeen fulldy advised ond undcrstand-s his right to a ‘ . "
tx-s,ol by Jury on the mexrits ?f the indictment OGO_inst‘hiin, ax;d thet the : ; ’ ;;
defendant hercin does not elect to have s Jury dﬂeter;ainé his guilt or : -\ :
‘fnnocence under & plea of Not Guilty, snd has woived the fomwl rcadins"""""" ";
" of the indictment, AND: | ' o T Do
XT FURTIER APPRARING 70 THE COURT thot the defendont intelligently o
an-d understandingly waives his right to a triodl and of hi% om free wil) and " '
choice ond without any thx\.at.. or pressure of ony kirnd or p“oMses, “other

- thot the rcconmendation of the State os to puni*hmmt' and docs desire_ Lo~ e

enter 8 pleo of guilty ond occcpt the z‘nco-nmcndation of the Sta ¢ as to

punistment, waives his z‘icm to s Motion for s New Trisl tmd/or en appcol. .‘ \" :
IT X5 THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that t.hc petition

£iled heredn be ond the some {s hereby granted. . _ "

Enter this the [ C‘.L—‘}'-' doy of _ Maxreh , 190’9_. ) _ : -

\/MNVQA‘}:?TW D,

JUDGE e

- - » ¢ aa . L 2 » - = ..
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up”, a formal tx‘xal by your Pleca of Guilty although the laws
- of this State requirc the prosccution to present certain evi-

dence to a jury in all cases of Plcas of Guilty to Murder in

the First Degree? LT b
\ ) N\ _
/V/‘Q/é\. P -1

- L e : SR
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: ' VOXR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER ' . i
. . o T, :
. §
JUDGE "James Earl Ray, stand.' ' ] L :
JUDGE "Have your lawyers cxplained all your rights ;o you and do
) you understand them?" . e r f.,
DEFENDANT ~ "Yes" - e o B/
JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by ju.ry on the 1j
charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the puni;h- ;
| . ment for Murder -in the First Degree xiangihg £rom Death by '3 -
l Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of ’:’
; proof is on the State of Tennessce to prove you guilty be- | ?ig
. - » hICY.
‘ .- yond a reasonable doubt and to 2 moral certainty and the de-- ’\J»:
cision of the Jur; must be unanimous both as to guilt and '
punishment? ‘. . - . 5_: ;
‘ In t}§e event of a jury verdict against you, you would 4:’~ )
. - have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addresscd to ’ ’;:
the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against | ' .
, you on you:'r Motion for a New Tri:}l, you would have the right -z :‘
to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap- i
‘peals and the Supreme Court o.f Tenncssee and to file a pe- . .
tition for review by the Supreme Court of ‘the United States? )
Do you understand that you have all these rights?" _ ’ -
DEFENDANT  "Yes" ' S - h STy
JUDGIE "You are cntcring'a plea of Guilty to Murder in 'the First : ‘
i o Degree as charged in t‘xe Indictment and are compronxsmg . ;2;' -
| and sct:;mg ;our case on agrecd pumshment of nincty-nine ) ‘
years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you w_ant to '}u.-
do?" -
DEFENDANT ~ "Yes" v “h
JUDGE "Do you undcrstand that you arc waiving, which mecans -"giving

progyetiat iy
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Page 2 | ) - .
Voixr Dire of Defendant on Walvcr and Order i

A]

By your plca of guilty you arc also waiving your rights

to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Succ;ssivc Appcals to

the Tennessce Court‘of Criminal Appecals and the Supreme
. Court of Tennessec; (3) Pctition for Review by the Supreme
Court of tﬂc Uniied‘Statcs. b _ . , ; -

« By your plca of-guilty you are also abandoning and )
waiving your objections and!exCeptions to all the Motions
‘ and Pctition; in which the Court has heretofore ruled against
you in whole or in ﬁart, among them being:

. 1. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment

2., Motion to inspect evidence

- -
-
-

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras from jail T

4. Motion for private consultation with attorney '
- S. Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions

6: Motion to pexrmit conference with Huie

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to designate court repoxters

9. Motion to stipulate testimony , .

10.. Suggestion of proper name" .
DEFENDANT ~ "Yes" o '
JUDGE "Has anytﬁipg besides this sentence of nineiy-nine years in .

the penitentiary been promised to you to‘ge:\you to plead

guilty? Has anything*elsc{becn promised you'by anyonc?"

T e e - P [
L misie— o v

'JUDGL "Has any pressure of any kxnd by anyone in—any way “been -

used on you to get you to plcad guxlty{" . Y.
DEFENDANT ~ "No" , ' ’ '
JUDGE K "Are you pleading guilty. to Murder in the First Degree in

“ this ‘casc because you Lxllcd Dr. Martin Luther King under -

such circumstanccs that would make you legally guilty of .

Murder in the First ch;cc under* the law as explained to
) you by your lawycrs?" _ . ' .
DEFENDANT  "Yes" . e
| 2
/ 7 . v \ ’ /
7 : - , . i :
L : PR
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Voixr Dire

W= JUDON- ¢ -

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

e

-

~ e

\"’E\';-M.h/«

"Is this Plca of Guiitylon your part the

[IRYS . ¥ v b ot
y . N
_\ o+ . LIE - . - - -’ ’ . ~
- Yooos T . )
' ‘.«: i s ) '::; N N ’
J ) - IR N
- uY " ‘ ’
‘ . a - mans - -‘-qm---‘-o Amawe gamat mnsluy geu ..' G T
of Dcfendant on Waiver and Order . . | ..

- - N

i

“Is thid Tlod of OUilicy ~To~Muzdoy 2t the -Mivat-Pogroo wxckuw—-F—-§

agreced punishment of ninety-nine ycars in the State Peni-

- Bl R N L. . - . . — - .

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made énd

cntered by you?" <o ’ : T
"Yaos" - ) * e .

free act of your

free will, made with your full knowledge and undexrstanding

- . - '

of its mcaning and  consequences?" - | RS .

. "Yesll

o vor gy

"You may be seated." - o R L . .
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