. ",ﬂ‘\{,;z-\f ' ’ ' ‘ - ; -

2.18-69
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ‘
CRININAL DIVISYON
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Please advise if you desire a copy of enclosed furnished
Mr. Phil M, Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee,
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e - As*istance to ?.b.I. “

- | ne of the newspapermen who apoka becken Frﬁneh, onouired from' CHARRON 1f
I | either RAY or RAOUL had ever been customers at his tavern. CHARRON states
S having dealinaﬁ to make any’ identifieatien either af RAY or R&GUL.-,,: '

”6 CL The picture of R&Y whieh wasg in pesses sion of these

T two. (2) men Was iﬁentieal to the last. photograph which was obtained prior ~
- to RAY's aprest. The dress and tie were similar with thé¢ exception that
‘RAY was holding the lapel of his suit jacket with his right hend.  The

picture of BAOUL was a full-face picture, passport-typs photograph which

| showed RAOUL té bave blond curly hair, age approximately 30 years old,

‘ jwear¢ng a'white shirt, a ti¢,. and a dress jacket., -CHARRON stated to us

- that from onv/mhmtagraphs of BAY, he could not state whether or not RAY

|- had ever been a customer at the Neptune Tavern. The same applied in the
case’ of RAQUL. - One. commont made by CHARRON was to the effect that the

: | photograph -of RAOUL which had been exhibited by the American newspapermen

- | indicated to him that RACUL wag not & sailor. - Cne of the newspapermen
| ‘also made mémtion that RAY was in possession. of & Neptune Tavern matche

S ;bo@k whidh uerved tﬂ indicate to tham ﬁhat RAI could have viqited the

: ?‘ j _‘ ST The nawspaperman wha speke to. LHARnOM were descrzbeﬂ
as follows: First - . Spoke Bnglish like an American, height 5'6", built
| small, halir blond, spoxe broken French. Secomd - Spoke like an American,
’approximatgly*é' tall, thiek dark hair, wore & hand 1ndlcat1ng that he

wWAS marrw .o RS U .

S. T ?lease fiad atﬁacha& herete, phctostat copieq of a
newspaper article which appeared in "The Gaaebte“ yﬁntra&l, a.Q-, on
'tha 12 ﬁﬂv 68 g ) 3 T _ _

| B ' In an attempt tc cerrahorat& CﬂARROV's statemeat to ‘

-l the effect tha% a photograph of a men reported to be RAQUL had been exhi--

| bited to him, furthér sanquiries will be conducted in the Montreal area,

© | -Some of the persons who were. interviewed éarlier during the course of this
~investigation will be contacted in a view'of ascertaining irf thcy havev‘

any 1nformation pertalnzng +0. HﬁQUL._ \ ,

AT S ( B4 J.u. ﬁéger } 17&40 L
/W’KQZ;? o ,;;faw‘{-_ E%mtreal G I Se

R ?@3;&4%3/QGT\. -
ﬁ; {voﬂ@}/I/G GoI .S‘.(
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' CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

a7

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

' XXXXX * & memorandum = - . . - 2.8-89
. New Orleans =~ . "~ - R :

il

| XXX (B) REL:jms

. Please advise if you desire a- copy of the enclosed furnished o
Mr, Phil M. Canale, Jr,, State Attorney General Shelby County,‘

vMemphis, Tennessee.
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
CRIMINAL DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

IXXXX 2 memorandum
New Orleans x

XXX (B) REL:jms

Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosure furnished
Mr, Phil M. Cansle, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee. :
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UNITQ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

New Orleans, Louisiana
February 8, 1969

In Razly, Plazss Refor to
Fila No.

| JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. Jerry Cohen, Los Angeles Times news reporter
in New Orleans, Louisiana, residing at the Cochetta Motel,
Room 216, Telephone 822-1560, New Orleans, Louisiana, tele-
phonically advised he had contacted the Los Angeles Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and had been
referred to the New Orleans Office of the FBI.

Cohen advised that he and Dave Lawson of Los
Angeles, California, who is also a reporter of the lLos
Angeles Times, had obtained from Charles Stein a telephone
number within one week after the arrest of James Earl Ray.

Cohen stated that Dave Lawson had made all the
notes of -the conversation with Stein but that as he, Cohen,
recalls it, Stein showed Lawson a piece of paper which con-
tained a telephone number and that Lawson had copied ‘the
telephone number from Stein's piece of paper into Lawson’s
note. '

When Stein questioned Ray conberning this telephone
number, Ray had said this is where Ray got his weather report,

Cohen stated that Stein two or three days after
talking to Cohen and Lawson had made a call to New Orleans
and had determined this number was a number for Troop B of
the Louisiana State Police located in the Greater New Orleans

area.

Cohen stated that neither he nor Lawson had fur-
nished this telephone number to the Los Angeles Office of the
FBI and when questioned z¢ to whether or not this was an
oversight advised that subconsciously i1t had been forgotten
With the hope it might materialize inio a good story.
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JAMES EARL RAY
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Cohen advised that he did not have the telephone
nunber with him but had made a contact in New Orleans while
here to attend the Clay Shaw trial, who had, determined that
there 'was a Louisiana State Trooper at Troop B named Raul
V. Esquivel.

Cohen advised he had no further information con-
cerning this number but that Lawson would have more complete
and accurate information from his, notes.

A review of the New Orleans indices show an xnves-
tigation was conducted in the case captioned "TROOPER RAUL
VICTOR ESQUIVEL, LOUXSIANA STATE POLICE, FERDINAND JOSEPH
HORIO, JR, - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS." 'ESquivel in 1964 was
described as follows; .

Race White

Sex Male

Date of Birth November 17, 1926

Place .of Birth Britdish,.-Honduras

Employment Louisiana State Police,
Troop B, Metairie,
Louisiana

‘Length of

Enployment Seven years
Residence 4524 Parsimmon Street,

Metairie, Louisiana

R, L. Polk's New Orleans City Director :for 1968
lists telephone number 482~5751 to State Police Department
Headquarters, Trcop B. This number was dialed February 6,
1969, and the trooper answering the phone stated "State
Pol1ce Departnent Headquarters™ and then upon inquiry stated
that it was Troop B,

The currant New Orleans Telephone Directory lists
telephone nunber 524.-6446 to the Provincial Motel, 1024
Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. The Prov:ncial
Yotel is where Rav stayﬂd in New Oxleans in Deceuber, 1967;
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JAMES EARL RAY
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~ Ragusa advised tpat o2 March 22, 1968, Trooper
Esquivel worked an eight-hour shift on that date.

This dccument contains neither recommendatiors mor conclusions
of the FBXI. It is t%e property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agen:y: it and its contents are not to be distributed

outuide your agencdy.

A%
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Date:  2/6/69

Transmit the following in —
. (Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority) ,
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-43879%4)
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-5718)
W
SUBJECT: COMINFIL OF SCLC

IS - C ~ 72é1,

ey we st ™ e

Enclosed for the Bureau is orfginal and eight copies:
of an LHM, for New York one copy and for Philadelphia one copy
of LHM.

Source referred to in the enclosed LHM is AT 1387-R
information from whom must be classified confidential,

Source utilized to characterize JAMES BEVEL is

/ .
' N
@ Bureau (RM) gEzics 9)§‘JNCLOSURE : @ f J 3/

New York (RM) (Enc, 1
1 - Philadelphia (RM) (Enc. 1)
4 - Atlanta (1 - 100-5718 ,
1 - 170-290A Ty
157-2573 in. ABERNATHY)
1 - .157-656) (J. BEVEL)
AGS/3jah -
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Special Agént in Charge . L
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UNITL.STATES "DEPARTMENT OF J.l‘ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to .. : 4
File No. . : Atlanta, Georgia .

February 6, 1969 : g
CONFIDENTIAL

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION
OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

On January 31, 1969, a confidential source advised
he had learned a number of members of the Southern Christian .
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Executive Staff were surprised
at the recent public declarations of James Bevel, Director,
Nonviolent Education, SCLC, regarding the innocence of
James Earl Ray, indicted for the murder of Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr., former President, SCLC. ' These officlals
were also somewhat bewildered by the contradictory statements
made to the news media by Ralph D. Abernathy, President,
SCLC, in regard to Ray and Bevel's declarations.

When Bevel made hls initial statement concerning
Ray on January 18, 1969, he did so without prior consultation
with Abernathy or the SCLC Executive staff. Subsequently,
Bevel sought the support of Abernathy and SCLC.

Bevel’ requested that three major points be considered
by SCLC in reaching a conclusion to support his position
regarding Ray. First, if Negro people are to prove they are
nonviolent and SCLC is to prove it 1s nonviolent then condemnat-
ion of Ray cannot be pursued by the Negro or SCLC. Second,
SCLC has not supported the theory that Reverend King's death
was the work of one man but has subscribed to the proposition
it was the result of a conspiracy in which "the establishment"
played a major part. Therefore to permit one man to suffer
would be a great injustice. Third, since Reverend King's death
was the result of this conspiracy posterity must know that
Ray was condemned by "the establishment" and that the Negro
had nothing to do with the matter. ]

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

CONFIDENTIAL
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. CONFIDENTIAL

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION ~ .o -

>

As of the end of January, 1969, Abernathy intended
that he and the SCLC Executive Staff would shortly examine
Bevel's points and endeavor to reach a clear cut understanding
with Bevel as to his position concerning Ray. Abernathy also
contemplated impressing Bevel with the necessity of henceforth
avoiding statements implicating SCLC without prior consultation
with the organization.

While Abernathy generally respects Bevel's intelligence,
he is acutely aware that Bevel is very independent and fre-
quently speaks before thinking. Abernathy therefore feels
Bevel's judgement cannot be relied upon.

With reference to the "evidence" which Bevel has
indicated in public statements he would utilize to defend Ray,
he had not, as of the end of January, 1969, apprised Abernathy,
or SCLC staff members, of any details., Most SCLC staff members
were inclined to suspect that in this regard Bevel was "just
talking" or that his use of the word "evidence" was actually
an interpretation of the idea that Reverend King's death was
brought asbout by "the establishment".
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CONFITENTIAL

Js

JAMES BEVEL Lo

BEVEL, in early Marckh, 1966 was observed to be
present at the offices of the West Side ¥,E.B, DuBois '
Club in Chicago (BCC). iscussion took place at this.time
centering arcund reaction to & receunt notification that
the Attorney €eneral of the Unitsd States intended to
label the DuBeis Clubs as a -Comxunist front. BEVEL,
in conversaticn, stated that he would kave igmored this'
notification, and kept about the work in which he
was engaged., He felt that if the DuBSois Clubs kave A -
real pregram of help for ike psscple, then people W@uld
answer for the_ cl 2bs d@spxt@ awy iabels applied teo them.

¥ost pres sat agre@d,ﬁm&* the attack on the
DuBois Clubs was & part of the plaz by the "establishm@nt"
to undernine the civil rights movexsat, They félt that®™
the recent ®earings into Klan activities in this country was
only a beginning which would Imad o & full attack on the
Southern Chrristizn leadershin Conlarense (SCIC), the real
target. Oze. of those presen’ gzaﬁed during the course
of this discussion that he was ne% a Communist, and to this
BEFEL was overheard o reply that @v@ry-thinkimg American
shéuld be. Ee s%ated that Negroes iava Dot begun to read
yet, but wzean they do, they will £11 be socizlists.

CONFIDENTIAL ~~
3.
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W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS ) N
OF CHICAGO DCC :

On iMay 3 1965, a2 source advised that on
June 30, 1984, a grouo of young people who attended
the founﬂlnv convention of the ¥, E. B. DuBois
Clubs . of America (DCA) net in Chicago and adopnted
a statenent of purpose and constitution forming
the DCC as an affiliate of the hational DCA.

A second source 2dvised on a2y, 1967, that
DCA chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the
Yest Side DCC and the North Side DCC, neither of
whzch currently maintain a headguarters. There is
no central headquarters for the "DCC and tnare are
no unchartered clubs in this area.

‘The second source advised that the najority
of DCC nembers are also nenbers of tne CP.

During the past year DCC aﬂt1V1ty has bee
alnost nonexistent.

3
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W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA)

A source has advised that on October 256-27,

1963, a conference of members of the Communist Party
(CP), includingz national functionaries, met in Chiczgo,
I1linois, for the purpose of setting in motion forces
for the establishnent of a new national Harxist- : -
-oriented youtnh organization which vould hunt £or the
nost peaceful transition to socialisn. These delegates
were told that it would be reasonable to assupe that
' the 'young socilists attracted into this new organization

wou;ﬁ eventually pass into the CP itself. '

~

A second source has advised that the founding

convention for the new youth organization was held

<June 19-21, ‘19384, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San

« Francisco, California, at which tine the nane ¥W. E. B.
DeBois Clubs of Amarica (ECE) was adopted.
Approzimately 500 delegates fron thwuchout the United
States attended this convention. The aips of this
organization, as sel forth in the preandle of the
con5¥tution, are, "It is our relie? that this nation czan
best solve its proplems in an atnosphere of peaceful
cosxistence, complete disarmansnt and true fraedon Tor
2all peoples of the world, and that these solution

' will be reached nainly through ths united efforis of all

woriing people allied in the upnity of lesroas and other
ninorities with whites. We further fully recozanize that
the greatest tareat to American denocrzey comss fron the
racist and right wing forces in coalition witn the nost
reactionary ssctions of the economic power structure,
usipg the Dol orf anti-Comnunisn to divide and destroy
the unified struggle of the working people.™

D e

Cver the Lakor Day weehend, 1933, the DCA
held a confercnce in Chicago, Illinois, and & new slate
of officers was elected to the Mational Executive
Comnittee (MHC) of the DCA. Since Lobor Day, 1985
identities oxX those serving of the NEC hes varied;
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however, accordinz to a third source as of llay, 1966,
thirteen of the fiftean nembers of the N2C were nenbers

of the C? in the San Francisco Bay area.

As of ilay, 10€5, the headquarters of the

DC. was located at 1830 Fell Street, San Francisco,

California.
CONFIDENTIAL
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ”sncn
FEDERAL BU}REAU OF INYESTIGATION )

Atlanta, Georgila
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. February'G,’ 1969 . o

‘ Title COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE ) ’

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta,
. dated and captioned as above.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information -in the past.

-

»

-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBI ¢ad s logned to your agency; it and Its conteats are not to be distributed outside
o your agency.
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of an LHM, for New York one copy and for Philadelphia one copy
of LHM.

o Source referred to in the enclosed LHM is AT 1387-R
o/ information from whom must be classified confidential,
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UNITL’STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

February 6, 1969
CONFIDENTIAL

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION
OF
-  —SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C
On January 31, 1969, a confidential source advised

he had learned a number of members of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Executive Staff were surprised
at the recent public declarations of James Bevel, Director,
Nonviolent Education, SCLC, regarding the innocence of
James Earl Ray, indicted for-the murder of Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr., former President, SCLC. These officials
were also somewhat bewildered by the contradictory statements
.made to the news media by Ralph D. Abernathy, President,
SCLC, in regard to Ray and Bevel's declarations.

When Bevel made his initial statement concerning
Ray on January 18, 1969, he did so without prior consultation
with Abernathy or the SCLC Executive Staff. Subsequently,
Bevel sought the support of Abernathy and SCLC. ’

Bevel requested that three major points be considered
by SCLC in reaching a conclusion to support his position
-pegarding Ray. First, if Negro people are to prove they are
nonviolent and SCLC is to prove it-is‘'nonviolent then condemnat-
ion of Ray cannot be pursued by the Negro or SCLC. Second,
.-«SCLC has not supported the theory that Reverend King's death
was the work of one man but -has subscribed to the proposition
it was the result of a conspiracy in which "the establishment"
played a major part. ' Therefore to permit one man to suffer C
would be a great injustice. Third, since Reverend King's death
was the result of this conspiracy posterity must know that
Ray was condemned by "the establishment” and that the Negro
-had nothing to do with the matter.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property. of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency, it and 1ts contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

CONFIDENTIAL
CROUP 1
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION

~

As of the end of January, 1969, Abernathy intended
that he and the SCLC Executive Staff would shortly examine
Bevel's points and endeavor to reach a clear cut understanding
with Bevel as to his position concerning Ray. Abernathy also
contemplated impressing Bevel with the necessity of henceforth
avoiding statements implicating SCLC without prior consultation

= >With the organization.

o ‘ 'While Abernathy generally respects Bevel's ‘intelligence,

TTTTTTT™™he 18 "acutely aware that Bevel is very independent and fre-
quently speaks before thinking. Abernathy therefore feels
Bevel's judgement cannot be relied upon,

With reference to the "evidence" which Bevel has
indicated in phblic statements he would utilize to defend Ray,
he had not, as of the end of January, 1969, apprised Abernathy,
or SCLC staff members, of any details. Most SCLC staff members
were 1nc11ned to suspect that in this regard Bevel was "just
talking" or that his use of the word "evidence" was actually
an interpretation of the idea that Reverend King's death was
brought about by "the establishment".
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- 1R eonversation, stated that he would have igneored this

1  CONFIDENTIAL

JANES REVEL

BRVEL, in early Marckh, 1966 was observed to be
©5ont at the offices of the ¥West Side ¥.E.B. DuBois
1ub 14 Chicago (BCC). Discussion took place at this time
eeRtSTing around reactien to 2 recent notification that
the Aitornsy €eneral of the United States intended to
label %he DuBeis Clubs as a Comunist front. BEVEL, ,
notificatisz, and kept about the work im which he '

- Was engaged. -He felt -that if the Dubols Clubs kave a3

real-presran-of help for the pscple, -then people would
answer For tke clubs despite any Labsels applisd to tghem'.

¥dst present agreed 'jhat the attack on the -
DuBois Tlubs was a part of the plaz by the "establishment"
1o undermine the civil rights movemeat. They felt that™
the recernt Yearings inte Klan aetivities in this couatry was
tnly 2 dbeginning which would lead ¢o a full attack on the
Soutkera Ziristizn Lealershin Qxfarence (SCIC), the real
target. 0w of those present &%sGed during the course

of this discussion that he was not a.Communist, and to this
BEYZL was overheard to reply that every -tkinking American
shinld b2, Eo siated that Negroes kave 4t begun to read
yat, but wisa they do, they will &£l1 be socizlists.

CONFIDENTIAL
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W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS ) L
OF CHICAGO DCC . :

On May 3 1965, a2 source acvxsed that on
June 30, 1964, a «rouo of young people who attended
the founéznv convent*on of the #. E. 3. DuBois
. Clubs .of- America (DCA)'nst in Chicago and adonted
-~Mfa&m-a»staten nt of purpose .and constitution forming
the DCC as an affiliate of the National DCA.

¢

A’ second source 2dvised on Mayl, 1967, that
DCA chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the
West Side DCC and the North Side DCC, neither of
which currently naintain a headquarters. Thexe is
no central headquarters for the DCC and tnnre are
* no unchartered cilubs in this area.

‘The second source advised ‘that the nagor;»;
of DCC nembers are also nenbers of the CP.

-»

During the past year DCC activity has been
alnost nonexistent.

.  CONPIDENTIAL
M

P
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W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBRS OF AﬁERICA (DCA)

-

A source has advised that on October 25-27,
1863, a conference of members of the Connmunist Party
(CP), includinz national functionaries, net in Chicsago,
Illinois, for ‘the pnurpose of setting in notion. forces
for the establishmnent of a new national liarxist-
oriented youth organization whith would aunt for the”

&

»”

most.peaceful transition to socialisn. These delezates
wvere told that it would be reasonable to assune that
the 'younz sociklists attracted into this new organization

‘would eventually pass into the C? itsel:z.

& second source has advised that the founding
convention for the naw youth organization was hald

-June 19-21, 1984, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San

francisco, California, at which tine the nene ¥W. Z. B.
DuBois Cluks of Am2yica (DCA) was adopted.
Approzimately 500 delegates fron thoughout the United
States attended this conveniion. The ains of this
organization, as set forth in the nreanble of the :
cons@iution, are, { is owr relie? at this pation can
best solve its problems in an ainosnher D

nla ¢ b2 €
5

-

(5 (0]
(3}

W 0
o
e

O v
cosxistence, comnl isarnpanent and
211 peoples of the world, and that the
will be reached nainly throuzh the uniled efforis of all
13 in the unitr of llesro3s apd other
ninorities with whi . Ve furthexr fully rscornizz that
the greatest threat fmerican danocracy con3s fron the
racist and right wing forces in coalition with ihe nost
reactionary sactions of the ecounonic power structure,
using the ol of anti-Communisn to divide and destroy
the unificd strugzle of the woriiss people.™

woriing people 2l

[P IR O

M
oM@ O -

© %

er the Lakor Dazy weeihend, 1935, the DCA
held a confexrence ip Chicago, Illinois, and & new slate
of oificers was elected to the National Exzecutive
Connittee (IHZC) of the DCA. Since Lodor Day, 1965
identities of those serving of ‘the IZC has varieg;

b
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’ however, accordinz to a third source as of lay, 19?6,
thirteen of the fiftean nembeirs of the NEC were nmenbers
of the C? in the San Francisco Bay area.

As of iay, 1965, the hesadquarters of the

DCA was located at 1830 Fell Street, San Francisco,

California. ) . ,
T TR - [
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FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)

£l

QNQID STATES DEPARTMENT OF QSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgla
In Reply, Pléase Refer o

File No. February 6, 1969.

Mtle - - COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

- CONFERENCE

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST

Reference Memorandum prepared at Atlanta,
dated and captioned as above,

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in ‘the past.

L]

—

This docunent Contalns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property

of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and (ts contents ‘are not to be distributed outside
\ your agency.

-,
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February 3, 1969
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

i

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXXXEXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXX
XXXXX a memorandum 1/31/69
ATLANTA

XXX (B) REL?hdc
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- ‘February 3, 1969 '
CRIMINAL DIVISION ’

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

, . KXXXXXXXXXX XX XXX XXX XXX
XXXXX a memorandum ‘ 1/31/69
ATLANTA - .

XXX (B) REL /hdc | Lo
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1/31/69

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

70: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau and Memphis dated
1/30/69, and Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 1/30/69,

Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of LHM and
to Memphis are two (2) copies of LHM captioned WASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1968",

"2 =~ Memphis (Enc, 2) (RM)
2 - Atlanta
ORH:vsc
(7)

Cg)— Bureau (Enc, 35) (RM)
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January 81, 1969

4
7

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATIIY, President of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, K., B., -
Atlanta, Georgia, telepnonxcally advised with rvgards to hxs
statement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington
Post" newspaper, Washington, D. C,, on January 29, 1969 that
what he told the press was that he believed in View of*tne

agsassiantions of President JOHH ¥, KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUYHER KING, JR., there would be an
indication to hin that there may be a conspiracy anong the
forces of evil to do away with any young nilitant who\ﬂtands

Date.

fox righteousness., Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has ~

specific information or othexr cvidence that a consp1racy exist“
with xespect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING.  He
advised that the statement nade to the press on January 29
1962, in which he veferred to a conspiracy concerned the
assas sxnation of 2ll of the above-mentioned persons, In regaxd
to those assagsinations he nade it cleaxr he has no evidence

« indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or feaxr on
his part that such a conspiracy does cxist, He stated he has
no idea vhat individuals or foxces would be involved in such a.
conspixracy. : .

‘ Rev. ABBRNATHY advised that several months ago Rev,
JAHES LAVSON, UMinister of the Centenary Hethodist Church at
Henphis, Tennessee, told hin, Rev. ABERNWATHY, that it was Rev,
LAYSON's und"rstandinv that the day befoxe the assassination

of Dx. KIKG, two'ﬂecro firvenen, who had boen assigned to the . .ceoreemy

- 2ire station across the strect fron the motcl where Dr, KING

Y was Killed, werc noved to anothexr Kirxe station. Accoxding to

- Rev. LAYEON that nmove left the fire station unmanned and they
wexre noved to a stvation which was already, fully manned and -
"equipped. Also according to Rev. LAVWSON, a Negro policenan,
who worked the beat which includod the notel whore Dr. KIRG was
killed, was noved off of that beat T hhe G.a y DNr. hIHu vas

killed, April 4, 1968, but prior To the killing 5L s

]

L 2$ .
One 3 /30/69 ot Atlanta, Georgia Filo#_Atlanta 44-2386
bmu*Sﬁa6~—n~cggggdqﬁﬁi5¥a¥~—--vvsc——*~*~;DMedummd 1/31/69

This docyment contoins neither recommendotions nor conclysions of the F8L It is the properry of the £31 ond is loaned o your agency:
it ond ifs contents ore rotto be distriduted ovtside your cgency. ‘

Y

\
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

' February 3, 1969

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

™) \REL/hdc
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T DzaEcTon, FBL o R
LT'7f kFR0M sac MEMPHIS' (44*2147) ( oy L D '

“”gd'ﬁSUBJECT ﬁNSUB'f” b EDE
R 5Tblephone Operators and, o

o Busby‘n xbtors, ;L_,“-fwn:' ;:A L

' . Nashville, Tennesgee-"?““z“t j*j.a',

o Re Me GAINES w complainant*vit~' R

;’?INFGRMmTloN GONCERHIHG

T*f;nenutex 1/27/69.

R T 'TEnclosed for the Buraau are 6 copies of an
" L:LHE concerning'captioned matter.: :

[ . Inasmuch as the eomplainant hns a mental
L condition, as well as being a chronic alcoholie,
' turther action is being tuken. S

<Zg>— Bureau (Encs 6)
S (2—44-38861) :
¢ 2 = Memphis- e
SR ™ 44-2147
SRR N 44-1987
S JCH jap R
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'CRIMINAL IXVISION

1~29469
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

"ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) REL:jms

NOTE: Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed
TIurnished Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General,
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1-29-69
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
CRIMINAL DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) REL:jms

NOTE: Plehse advise 1if you desire a copy of the enclosed
Turnished Mr, Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General,
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee.
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v FBI
Date: -1/23/69

Transmit the following in TTyee Twplainiext or 20d0)

Vio _AIRIEL (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, PHILADELPHIA ('1“&-1388) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletypes dated 1/19/69 and 1/21/69.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of
an LHM titled as above. . =

¢ Copies are being furnished locally to MI, NISO,
08I, Secret Service, and USA, EDPa.

One cépy of this LHM is being forwarded Atlanta for
information since Atlanta is 00 in SCLC. Two copies are
being furnished Memphis since Memphis is 00 MURKIN.

This LBM ds classified confidential to protect ,
identity of PH 897-R since PH 897-R and one other indivddual
were present when BEVEL made this statement. PH 897-R
continues to furnish excellent information concerning racial
and security matters.

£

Source utilized in the LHM is PH 897-R.

When interviewed on 1/21/69, agents had to wait
30 minutes for BEVEL because BEVEL was holding a meeting in
the next room,

- 100-438794 (SCLC)
1l - 157-10808 (JAMES BEVEL)
1 - Atlanta (SCLC) (Info) (RM)(Enc. 1)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)(MURKIN)RM) (Enecs. 2)
5 ~ Philadelphia
1 - 44-1987 (MURKIN) CARBON.COPY,
1l - 100-47194% (SCLC)
L= 157=-12104 (RACTAL DISTURBANCES -~ MAJOR URRBAN AREA)
1 Z 17053 (ol BhaoRy ) "
roved: - = 897-R) Sent M Per
AﬁﬁC:ka (139becial Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PH 44-1368

For the information of Atlanta, BEVEL is
currently employed at the Health and Welfare Council,

Inc., 1428 Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., telephone
CE 2-9911.

o
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. CONFIDENTIAL ' + .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA;I‘ION

In Reply, Please Refer to : Philadelphia,iPennsylvania
File No. ‘

January 23, 1969"

JAMES FARL RAY; .
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

ty i

Reverend James Bevel was intervieweq at his
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on

January 21, 1969. The‘following’are,thé results of this
~interview: ;

GROUP 1
Excluded from automatic
downgrading and
declassificatipn

CONFIDENTIAL
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' . : ,QEDE_RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

/ CONFIDENTIAL t Da‘t 1/23/69
e

Reverend JAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes
at his residence. He stated he was extremely busy as he had
appointments through 11:00 pP.m. that day. While the inter-
vlew was in progress, a woman asked BEVEL if he could speak
to a member of the press. BEVEL told her to tell the person
on the, telephone he was tied up until .1Y:00-p.m.

BLVEL stated he had proof of the innocence of JAMES
EARL RAY in connection with the murder .of his good friend
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. BEVEL réferred to KING as one.
of his closest and dearest friends. BEVEL stated that since
the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this information.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI 1is an
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. It was
also pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is as interested in
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's guilt.
BEVEL was advised ‘the FBI was interested in obtaining and
Pproving all facts possible during any .investigation.

BEVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday,
January 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he .
had received no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in &
connection with this he planned to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney
for RAY on the night of January 21; 1869, and offer his services
in connection with RAY's defense. o

BEVEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents
on January 22, 1969, and advise if 'FOREMAN accepted his offer.
BEVEL stated if FOREMAN does not accept his offer to aid the
defense, he, BEVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels
he has no moral obligation towards RAY ‘to produce his evidence
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that if he had evidence
of RAY's innocence, it should be brought to the attention of

the court. BEVEL again stated he would do so only if he was
allowed to be part of RAY's defense.

BEVEL stated that at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING

—~—CONFIDENTIAf——u ’

On_1/21/69 Philadelphia, Pa. J File#_Philadelphia 44-1368
SA RALPH C. HAMNFER and

b

SA_EDWARD M. COLE EMC:kpb Date dictated_ L/ 22/69

This docyment contolas neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL I is the property .of the £81 and Is toaned fo yovr ogency;
Hond its contents are not 10 be distribyted outside your ogeacy. .
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. S CONFIDENTIAL - '
PH u4-1368

K

A
was shot at the Loraine Motel in Memphia, he was standing
on the ground underneath the balcony where KING was shot.

LONFTDENTTAL
' ° €0

¥
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CONFIDENTIAL ..

JAMIS LARL RAY D
MARTIN LUTHER KING -~ VICTIM

_'sg

On January 22, 1969, Special"Agent Edward M.
Cole telephonically attempted to contact Reverend Bevel
at approximately 2:30 p.m. The person answering stated
Reverend Bevel would not return until 5:00 or 6:00 p.m.

On January 21, 1969, a source who has furnished ;
reliable information in the past advised he with others ‘
Spoke with Bevel concerning Bevel's statement on the
innocence of James Earl Ray. This group, including the
informant, are considered "militants" by Revel. During
the discussion with Bevel it wasg pointed out to Bevel
‘that the general feeling of the militants is that Ray
was guilty of shooting Reverend King and that Bevel should
furnish what evidence he has or keep quiet.

Bevel told -this group he has no evidence but ‘that
he feels the "system" is killing a man worth nothing while
this man actually killed a greater man. 'Bevel stated that -
if he is allowed to defend Ray he, Bevel, 'will bring out every-
‘thing that the "system" did to cause the death of King. ﬁ
Bevel also stated he feels this is a method' t6 rejuvenate
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in Philadelphia,
as SCLC has fallen off to almost nothing in Philadelphia.
In connection with this, Bevel stated he is to receive a
check by Western Union from SCLC, Atlanta, for $500. b

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. Tt is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its pontents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. ' ¢ ‘

]
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE &
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF IﬁVg,STIGATION '
In Reply, Please Refer to ‘ I, l?h).ladelphla, .f’enrt'sy.;L‘vaitnl? .
‘ O S - : 1
File Ne. ., January 23, 19839,
; o ’ .
‘ /

TMtle JAMES EARL RAY: '
MARTIN LUTHER XING - VICTIM

t },* : .%";"
Character S
Reference  Memorandum ‘dated and captioned as
above 4t Philadelphia, Pa.
| H

¥

i
t

" "‘i ' -
A1l sources (except any 1isted below) whose identities H
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable

information in the past. . ; 1.'

This document contdins neither recommendations nor éoncluslons of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it.and its ¢ontents are not to be distributed outside

your agency, !
i
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" CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
CRIMINAL DIVISION

| ASSAssiNATIONfoF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -

XXX. (B) REL:jms:~ -

,NO'TE. Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed be
" Furnished Mr. Phil M. Canale,  Jr., State Attorney General
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee - . ) ; e
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1-29-69 .
CRIMINAL DIVISION
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B):n!pzjna

NOTE: Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed be
Turiished Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General,
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee,
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