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1. Further to the memorandum of the A/Ofirer i/c C.I.B.
dated in Ottawa the 28 OCT 68, the hotel mntioned is none other than 
the Harkey Apartments where RAY resided whist in Mantreal. This balding 
concept is fairly large and is situated at the corner of Havre and Notre­
Dame East Street in Montreal. The Acapulco Club is part of this building 
and has its min entrance on Havre Street while the Harkey Apartments 
have its main entrance around the corner of Eotre-Iiaue Street.

2 Further to verbal instructions received from Insp
DUCHESNEAU, etquliriis conducted at the Neptune Tavern, 121 rue des Com 
missaires Wet, have revealed the foliowitg•

3. M*. Eugene GAUDET, co-owner of Neptune Tavern, resi-
ding^t^ng St-Dominique, Les Cedres, Comte de R<nilanges, P.Q, teenl-ione 
4 52-4438, was inierviewed and stated being fully aware of newspaper ar­
ticles which had been writton in respect to RAY’s activ^tees to Mcmreal.
He could not however identify photographs of RAY 
at his tavern nor could he offer any information 
RAOUL.

as
on

having been a cliant 
the blond latin named

4 Mr. Arthur MOREN, day waiter
during the period concerned and residing at 1827

it Neptune Tavern
St-AndrA Street, Mntreai

P. ., was interveewed and could not offer any information of value rela­
tive to RAY and one RAOUL ever having been customers at the Neptune 
Tavern. From his records, Mr. GAUDET was able to supply the name of a, GAUDET was able to supply the name of a 
former waiter who had been employed on the evening srift at the tavern 
during the Summer of 1967. This former water was idenUfied as Michel 

Attempts to toterveev BA CDBACON, 2823A Otario East
at 2823A Otario East, have re. _ . , BACON is no longer residing
there and it was no possible to obtain any infomato<n as to his present
address or employer. It was however, learned that BACON was beHeeed to 
still be in the Greeter Monnreal area. Enquiries have been instituted 
through the regional UIC Office in Monreal in view of locating BACON 
though his present employer.

15 NOV 68
5. Bean-Mris CHARRON, co-owner of Neptune Tavern resi­
ding at 5100 Boulevard Pie IX, Apt. 104, Montreal, P.Q., was intervieved 
and he stated that at approximately 6:30pm on one of the last days of 
October 1968, two (2) men who had identiiedd themselves as newspaper 
reporters fom U. .A. had presented themselves at the tavern and had etfii- 
bitod to CHARRON two (2) pictures one of which, they stated being the 
photograph of James Earl RAY, and the other being a photograph of RAOUL.

2

) SURA

A
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• • One of' the newspapemen who.-spoke-broken"- ■French*'enquired from’CHARRON• if' 
either RAY or RAOUL had, ever ©eenT’easomiers at his -tavern. ■ CMRRON states

. haring declined to male any'ldetifiaiin. either of RAY or RAOUL- 7

6. ■ ‘ • The .pi.ctwe-.of RAY which was in possession of these
. two'. (2) men was/Identical .'to the.last-■photograph. which was obtained prior 
to RAYs arrest. The'dress and -tie-were similarwiththie exception that' 

- RAY was-holding the lapel of his. suit jacket-w^th.< his right -hand* The'.' 
picture of RAOUL was a .mMc'e picture, pass«o$-tm photograph which ' 
showed. RAOUL- to have blond curly hair, age approximately 30 year’s old,

" wearing a - whiter shirty-a/tie* .and a'dress jacket * ••cMlRONC-'staie.d to- us 
' that, from our photographed RAY,.-he could not'.state whether or- not RAY - 

■ had ever been a customer at- the Ne’tune Tavern. Thesame applied- in the .
■ case' of RAOUL. One comment  by CHARRO was. to- the effect' that the 
photograph, of RAOUL -wMch had been exhibited by the American new^jemen

ma.de

■ indicated to him .that RAOUL-was' not a .sailor*- - One- of the newspapemesh 
. ' also, made mention that RAY was-in' possession:, of-a. Neptune Tavern match.- .
- ' book .Wick.--served to indite.-to. them that RAY. could, have .-visited the
tavern.

7. 7 7 . 7 . The -newspapermen who spoke, to. CHARM were, described
■ as follows:' First - ■ Spoke English Ike'an African, height 5 6", bult 
smU., hair blond,, spoke broken French, second - Spoke like an Ameican, 
approximately. 61 tall-, thick dark h#r, wore a band indicating that he . 
was married*- • •
8. '' W 7: • Please'find .attached hereto,- photostat copies' of a ‘
newspaper article..which appealed dn "The, Cmete",:Montreal, F.Q., - on ■. .
the... 12 NOV 68. ';-77," "
9. 7 in an attempt" to corroborate CHARRION’s statement to
the effect -'that a photograph" of aman'reported.-to-be RAOUL had been exhi­
bited to him, further entries'will be conducted in the Montreal area.
Some of the persons who were. interMhe'd .mrlier during the course of this 
nvestgatint w.11 be contacted-in a view of ascertaining if they have 
any information, pertainiag1 to-RAOUL. . - . . , , . .
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Montreal G.I

68GIS 790-1(7
68C 790-19
68HQ 791-Q-60

Mrtin Luther KING -
Murder of:
- Assisancee to F.B.I /

23 JAN 69
Further to paragraph 2 of PCR dated 12 DEC 68,JM. CHMuON was interidewed rnd cannot recall ever having seen tie person 

on the ci0pOiitc drawing which was forwarded to this point appended to 
the memorandum dated in Ottawa, 3 DEC 68, from the A/Officer i/c C.IB. 
CHARiONi was certain that this was not the picture shown* to hiu by news­
paper reporters, (ref: our PCR dated 15 NOV 68, paragraph 5).

2. Further to memorandum dated in Monreal, 31 DEC 68,
from the A/Officer i/c .(1.3., the pictures of HUIE and HANSEN were also 
viewed by CHARROM and no idenoifiratoon could be made. Photograph# at- 
tacched to this report for retention on Division file. /)

24 JAN 69
3 The composite drawing mentioned above was also
viewed by Mr. H.H. RITCHiE of the Mainer’s House, Eon0real, with negative 
results*

The E<oltrcrl Star cdlticnsfoi January 20 to Ja­
nuary 23rd inclusive, contain a four-part series of art! des on RAY. 
These art! des will also be found abashed for retention on Division file. 
It will be noted that the edition dated January 20, 1969, shows the pic­
ture of the author of these articees, Bernard GAVZER. (CHAGONi was also 
shown this photograph! and no identifCaltOon was made.

5. At the present time, all avenues of investi^ltinn
have been exhausted at this point and have been unsuccessful in establish­
ing whether or not RAOUL is fact or fiction.
6. In view of the above, this fH will be held in
rbcyancc pending the outcome of RAY’s trial or receipt of other request 
for investigation! by the l.:.f.

S.UuI

(JIB PROULX) E/SGT
E.c.O. IC GIR

A
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RE;
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Murder of:
- ASsls-tniice to f.bI

Yours 68Hq791-qp60

1.

CONTINUATION - SUIJE DJ R237
___________ RJV. 1-4-66

PAGE ’

2

FOGWAGDDEDD for your information. Photographs aentiond in para.
2 above ar© retailed on file here
2 The four-parts series article written by GAMER are also being
retained on fie as no doubt you are in possession of copies of same

3 All avenues of investigation now appear to have been covered
jin this case and your instructions will be awaited as to what further 
action is to be taken.

29-1-69
BG Duchesneau, Insp 
A/Officer le C.I.B.
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- 2-14-69
CRIMINAL DIVISION 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

. XXXX3XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXCX
XXXXX a memorandum 2-8-69

New Orleans ,

XXX (B) RELjms

Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed furnished 
Mr* P?u M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County, 
Memphis, Tennessee.
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CIVIL RIGHTO DIVISION
CRIMINAL DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

______ XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXX a memorandum 2-8-69

New Orleans ,

XXX (B) RELUus

Pease *dvi?e if yott desire a, copy of the enclosure furnished 
Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County. 
Memphis, Tennessee, ,
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In Rryly, PImm Refa to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New Orleans, Louisaana 
February 8, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. Jerry Cohen, Los Angeles Times news reporter 
in New Orleans, Louisaana, residing at -the Cochetta Motel, 
Room 216, Telephone 822-1560, New Orleans, Louisaana, tele- 
phooncaaiy advased he had contacted the Los Angeles Office 
of the Federal Bureau of 'Investigatonn (FBI) and had been 
referred to the New Orleans Office of the FBI.

Cohen advised that he and Dave Lawson of Los 
Angeles, California, who JLs also a reporter of the Los 
Angeles Times, had obtanned from Charles Stein a telpphone 
number within one week after -the arrest of James Earl Ray.

Cohen staeed that Dave Lawson had made all the 
notes of the conversation with Stein but that as he, Cthln, 
recalls it, Stein showed Lawson a piece of paper which con­
tained a teeppoone number and that Lawson had copied tin 
teeephone number foom Stein's piece of paper into Lawson’s note. .

Winn Sms quesUoned Ray concerning this telpphone 
number, Ray had said this its where Ray got his weather report, 

. Coh-en stae<di that Stein or tprll days after
talknng to Cohen and Lawson had made a call to New Orleans 
and had determined this number was a number for Troop B of 
the Louisiana State Police located in the Greater New Orleans 
area, ’

Cohen stated that neither he nor Lawson had fur­
nished this teeppoone number to the Los Angeles Office of the 
FBI and when qulsttoeed as to whether or not this was an 
oversight advised that subconsciouslyy it had been forgotten 
with the hope it might m^lerllli^5e into a good story.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY

Cohen advised that he did not have the teeephone 
number with him but had made a contact in New Orleans while 
here to att'end the Clay Shaw trial-, who had, determined that 
there was a Louisiana State Trooper at Troop B named Raul 
V. Esquivel.

Cohen advised he had no further information con­
cerning this number but that Lawson would have more complete 
and accurate information -from his, notes.

A reveew of the New Orleans Indices show an inves­
tigation was conducted in the case captooned ”TR(X)PER RAUL 
VICTOR ESQUIVEL, LOUISIANA STATE POLICE, FERDINAND JOSEPH 
HOIIX, JR. - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS.” Esquivel in 1964 was 
described as foHows:

Race
Sex . .
Date of Birth
Place of Birth 
Employment

Length of
Employment 

Residence

White
Male
November 17, 1926
Britssh,. Honduras
Louisaana State Police, 

Troop B, MeetIrie, 
: Louisaana

Seven years
4524 Parsmmmion Street, 

Meetarie, Louisaana

R. L. Polk’s New Orleans City Director for 1968 
lists teepphon•e number 482-5751 to State Police Department 
Headquuaters, Troop B. This number was dialed February 6, 
1969, and the trooper answering the phone stated "Stat;' 
Police Department Headquurters” and then upon inquiry stated 
that it was Troop B.

The current Neo Orleans Telephone Directory lists 
telphhone number 524-6446 to the Provincial Mooel, 1024 
Chartres Street, New Orleans, Louisaana. The Provincial ( 
Motel is where Ray stayed -in New Orleans in December, 1967.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY

Lieutenant Colonel Bee F. Ragusa, Assistant 
Superintendent, Louisiana State Police (LSP), Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, advised t;hat Trooper 1st Class Raul Victor 
Esquivel is assigned to LSP Troop B at New Orleans, 
Louisiana. He advised t;hat in August of 19617 Trooper
Esquivel was at that time also assigned to Troo>p Bat New 
Orleans. He advised that Trooper Esquivel worked as foioows
during the month of August, 1967:

August

August

1, 2, and 3: on duty; 7:
4: day off

00 am. t:o 3:00 pm

August 5: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm.

August 
in his

6 and 7: off duty due to 
family

a death

August

August

8 and 9: on duty; 7:00 a

10: off duty
.m. to 3:00 p.m.

August 11 through 23: on duty; 7:00 am. t;o
3:00 pm.

August 24: off duty
August 25 and 26: on duty; 7:00 am. to 3:00 p.m.

August 27: off duty
August 28, 23, and 30: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.

Augist 31: ' off duty

Ragusa advised that during August, 1967, Trooper 
Esquivel was assigned to. duties in different areas of the 
Troop B LSP area as he was filling in for other troopers 
on their days off. He advised that during August, 1967, 
Trooper Esquivel worked 12 'he New Orleans area.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i •'

JAMES 'EARL RAY

Ragusa advised that 01 March 22, 1968, Trooper
•Esquivel worked an eight-hour shift on that date.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distrbbuted 
outside your agency. ■

1*
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2/8/69

ARTEL ADMAIL

TO? DWOTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, NEW ORMANS (157-10673)(P)
SUBJECT: MURSIS

Be New Orleans teletype 2/6/69.

Enclosed lor the Bureau ere six copies and for 
Los Angeles end Memphis two coplee each of a self-explana­
tory LHM.

$)- Bureau (Enes 6) (mt) _
2 - Los Angele* (44-1574)(Jnc* 2)(RM)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enes 2) (RM)
2 - New Orleans
AX/jpb 
(9) '*•’/ • ■ '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

»

F B I

Datn: 2/6/69
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794)

FROM SAC, ATLANTA (100-5718)
4 *

SUBJECT: COOMOTIL OF SCLC 
IES - C

Enclosed for the Bureau i.s original and eight copies - 
of an LHM, for New York one copy and for Philadelphia one copy 
of LHM. '

information from
Source referred to in the enclosed LHM is AT 1387-R

whom must be classified connidential

Source 
CG 6905-S.

utiiieed to characters

au (RM) tacs. ^ENCLOSURE
York (RM) (Enc. 1)

1 - Philadelphia (RM) (Enc. 1)
: (1 - 100-5718)

(1 - 170-290A) .
(1 - 157-257) (R. ABERNATHY) 

- 157-6^56) (J. BEVEL)

4 - Atlanta

JAMES BEVEL is

SER

AGS/jah 
(9)

ACC~ ^g

2 FEB 7 19BY

Sent M PerApproved: ------- A—------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNIT^STATES DEPARTMENT OF jUriCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgia

• February 6, 1969

CONFIDENTIAL

COMMUNIST INITTRATINN 
. OF

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

On January 31, 1969, a confidential source advised 
he had learned a number of members of the Southern Christaan . 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Executive Staff were surprieed 
at the recent public declarations of James Bevel, Director, 
Nonniolent Educaaion, SCIC, regarding the innocence of . 
James Earl Ray, indicted for the murder of Reverend Martina 
Luther King, Jr., former President, SCLC. These officials 
were also somewhat bewildered by the contradictory staeements 
made to the news media by Ralph D. Abernathy,, President, 
SCLC, In regard to Ray and Beeee's declarations.

Wien Bevel made his initial statement concernirg 
Ray on January 18, 1969, he did so without prior consultation 
with Abernathy or the SCLC Executive Saff. Subsequueniy, 
Bevel sought the support of Abernathy and SCLC.

BeveV requested that three major points be considered 
by SCLC in reaching a conclusion to support his posit^n 
regarding Ray. First, if Negro people are to prove they are 
nonviolent and SCLC is to prove it is nonviolent then condemnat­
ion of Ray cannot be pursued by the Negro or SCLC. Second, 
SCLC has not supported the theory that Reverend King’s death 
was the work of one man but has subscribed to the proposit^n 
it was the result of a conspiracy in which "the e‘itailisbment" 
played a major part. Therefore to permit one man to suffer 
would be a great injustice. Third, since Reverend King’s death 
was the result of this conspiracy posterity must know that 
Ray was condemned by "the eitailisbent’’ and that the Negro 
had nothing to do with the maater.

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the. FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be 
distrusted outside your agency. .

, CONGENIAL
i GROUP 1 ‘
I Eluded from automatic
1 deSassificatidn /ENCLOSURE
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CONFIDENTIAL

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION • - - -

As of the end of January, 1969, Abernathy intended 
that he and the SCLC Executive Staff would shootly examine 
Bevee’s points and endeavor to reach a clear cut understanding 
with Bevel as to his position concerning Ray. Abernathy also 
contemplated impressing Bevel with the necessity of henceforth 
avoidirg statements implicate SCLC without prior consultation 
with the organization. ’

Wille Abernathy geneeally respects Bevel’s iit;tllgeil<Jt, 
he is acutely aware that Bevel is very independent and fre­
quently speaks before thinking. Abernathy therefore feels 
Bevel’s Juc^ement cannot be relied upon.

With refetence to the "evidence” Which Bevel has 
indicated in public statements he would ltilZte to defend Tay, 
he had not, as of the end of January, 1969, apprised Abernathy, 
or SCIiC staff members, of any detailu. Mo is it SCLC staff members 
were iiclintd to suspect that in this regard Bevel was "just 
tailing;" or that his use of the word "evidence" was actually 
an interpretation of the idea that Reverend King’s death was 
brought about by "the estlblShhbtnt". ,

CONFIDENTIAL

2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 CONFIDENTIAL

JAMES BEVEL

BEVEL, in early March, 1966 was observed to be 
present at the offices of the West Side W.E.B. DuBois •
Club in Chicago (DCC). Discussion took place at this-time 
centering around reaction to a recent notification that 
the Attorney General of the United States intended to 
label the DuBois Clubs as a'Communist front. BEVEL, 
in conversation, stated that he would have ignored^ this^ 
ioiification, and kept about the work in Which he 
was engaged. He-felt’that if the-Dubois Clubs have a- - 
real program of help for the people, then people would 
answer for the dubs despite any labels applied to them'.

Most present agreed '^hat the attack on the'' /• . 
DuBois Clubs was;a part of the plan by the "establishment” 
to undermine the"civil rights ’ movement. They felt that^4 
the recent hearings into Klan’activitees in this country was 
only a beginning whies would lead to 3 full attack on the 
Southern C!h^.itai Leadership Conference (SCLC), the real 
target. One. of those present stated during the course , 
of this discussion that he was not a Communst, and to this 
BENEL was overheard to reply that every -thinking American 
should be. Ee stated that Negroes save not begun to read 
yet, but when they do, they will all be ioeialisti.

f

COOTIDEOTIAL
3
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'CONFIDENTIAL

1 .

W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS 
OF CHICAGO DCC

On May 3, 1965, a source advised that on 
June 30, 1964, a group of young people who attended 
the founding convention of the -J. E. B. DuBois 
Clubs of America (DCA) net in Chicago and adopted 
a staeenent of purpose and constitution -forming 
the DCC as an affiiiaee of the National DCA. .

A’second source advised on May], 1967, that 
DCA chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the 
West Side DCC and the North Side DCC, neither of. 
which currently maintain a headquurters. There is 
no central headquarters for the DCC and there are . 
no unchartered clubs in this area. 1

'The second source advised that the najority 
of DCC members are also members of the CP.

. . During the past year DCC activity has brrn
almost noneeistent. ■

COMF1 DENTA AL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘ * '3 T .

* ' CONFIDENTIAL ;

K^E: B. DU BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA) ;

| A source has advised that on October 26-27, |
J 1963, a conference of members of the Communist Party !
I (C?b including national functionaries, net in Chicago, [

Illinois, for the purpose of ertting in motion forces ' :
for t:he establihbnent of a new national Maraist- • • •

.orieneed youth organization which would hunt for the . =
most peaceful transitOnn to sociaUsm. These delegates 
wore told that it would be reasonable to assume that 1

■ the young so^lss attached into this new organizatonn , '
would eventually pass into the CP Itself.

A second source has advised that the founding 
conventoon for the new youth organizatonn was held

■ June 19-21, 1964, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San
Francisco, California, at which Une t:he name W. E. B. :
DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 1
Approximately 500 delegates fron thoughout the United * -
States atennded this convention. The aims of this ’
organization, as set forth in the preamble of the • ' • 
conb&utoon, are, ”it is our belief that this nation can , > 
best solve its probeeiss in an atmosphere of peaceful *
coexistence, complete disarmament and "true feeedom for *
all peoples of the world, and that these solutoons 
wiH be reached' mainly through the unieed efforts of all 
working people alieed in the unitv of Negroes and other 
minoritees with whites. We further fully rec^ize that , 
the grratret threat to Amme’ican democracy comes from the 
racist and right wing forces in coaaitoon with the nosit 
reactionary secerns of the economic power structure, 
using the tool of anti-Cmmmaunisn t;o divide and destroy ■
the unifeed struggle of the working people."

Over the Labor Day weekend, 1965, the DCA 
held a conf er <c nee .n Chicago, IHIois, and a new slate 
of offccers was elected to the National Execuuive 
COnn«er.(?EC> ol.t^,e DCA- S^e Labor- Day, 1965 
idrnlltrrs ox those serving of the NBC has varied;

’ CONFIDENTIAL ’

, 5 .
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COINIDEOTIAL

however, according to a third source as of May, 1966, 
thirteen of the fifteen mongers of the NEC were members 
of the CP in .the San Francisco Bay area.

As of May, 1966, the headquarters oftte
DCA was located at 1830 FeU Street, San Francisco, 
California. . .

CONFIDENTIAL

6*
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FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)

W IIH} *1111

uniTEd states department of JUstice

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia . _
In Reply, Pease Refer to 
Fife No. . February 6, 1969 > .

Title COMMUNIST I1U?ITTAATOON OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

. CONFERENCE

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMU^ST ,

Reference Meuorannum prepared at Atlanta, 
, dated and captioned as above.

AU. sources (except any listed below) whose Identities 
are conceals! in referenced. comaunncatOon have furnished ’reliable 
infomation in the past.

Thil* document contains neither recommendailons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of lhe FBI end is footed to your agency; It and Us coneenss are not to be distrlbueed outside 
yont agency.

•r e _ an . -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 2/6/69

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code/

Via -, ARTEL AIRMAIL.
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794)

FROM SAC, ATLANTA (100-5718)

SUBJECT: COMIIN'IL 
IS - C

OF SCLC

Enclosed 
of an LHM, for New 
of LHM. '

for the Bureau is original and eight copies; 
York one copy and for Philadelphaa one copy

innovation foom
Source referred to in the enclosed LHM is AT 1387-R

whom must be classified confidential

Source 
CG 6905-S.

utiileed to characterize JAMES BEVEL is

®" Bureau (RM) (Encs. 9)ENCLOSE 
T- New York (RM) (2^., i) .
1 - Phaiadelphaa (RM) (Enc. 1)
4 - Atlanta (1 - 100-5718)

(1 - 170-290A) .
1 - 157-257) (R. ABERNATHY) 
(1 - 157-656) (J. BEVEL)

!

AGS/jah 
(9)

AC'

BY

Sent M Per
Approvedl:'-------Si^—

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Phase Refr to 
File No.

UNIT > STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION’

. Atlanta, Georgia 

. February 6, 1969 ‘

CUNIDEOTIAL

COMMUNCST IIFIITR3ATTINN . .
OF

- — SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

’ external security - c *

On January 31, 1969, a ionfidentiil source advised 
he had learned a number of members of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Executive Staff were surprSsed 
at the recent public declarations of Jaimes Bevel, Director, 
Nonviolent Education, SCIC, regarding the innocence of

• James Earl Ray, ind^eed for the murder of Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., former President, SCLC. These officials 
were also somewhat bewildered by the contradictory staeements 
made to the news media by Ralph D. Abernathy,, President,

' SCLC, in regard to Ray and Bevee’s declarations.

• When Bevel made his initial statement concernng
Ray on January 18, 1969, he did so without prior consultation 
with Abernathy or the SCLC Executive Saff. Subsequmniy, 
Bevel sought the support of Abernathy and SCLC.

Bevel requested that three major points be considered 
by SCLC in reaching a conclusion to support his position

- -regard!^ Ray. First, if Negro people are to prove they are
nonviolent and SCLC is to prove it is nonviolent then condemnat­
ion of Ray cannot be pursued by the Negro or SCLC. Second, 

^SCLC has not supposed the theory that Reverend King’s death 
was the work of one man but has subscribed to the proposition 
it was the result of a conspiracy in which "the sstrilSrhmstt” 
played a major part. Therefore to ’permit one man to suffer 
would be a great injustice. Third, since Reverend King’s death 
was the result of this conspiracy posserity must know that 
Ray was condemned by "the estabishment’’ and that the Negro

———— had nothing to do with the matter;

This document contains tslt;rsr recommendatoons nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency, it and its contents are not to be 
distrbbuted outside your agency.

CUNFEDEWIAL
GROUP 1 

^clvdsd foom automatic
downgrading and
de da :dSd. .ENCLOSURE
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. OWIDEWIAL

COMMST IlFILTRATION . • . '

As of the end of January, 1969, Abernathy intended . 
that he and the SCLC Executive Staff would shortly examine 
Bevee’s points and endeavor to reach a clear cut understanding 
with Bevel as to his positron concerning Tay. Abernathy also 
contemplated impressing Bevel with the necessity of henceforth 
avoiding staeements implicatnrg; SCLC without prior consultation

■with the organization. ■ J

' ‘Wile Abernathy geneeally respects Bevel's iittllltince,
he is 'acutely aware that Bevel is very independent and fre­
quently speaks before thinking. Abernathy therefore feels 
Bevel's ,Ju<geemeit cannot be relied upon.

With refeeence to the "evidence” which Bevel has 
indicated in public statements he would utilize to defend Tay, 
he had not, as of the end of January, 1969, apprised Abernathy, 
or SCLC staff members, of any deeails. Most SCLC staff members 
were incited to suspect that in this regard Bevel was "just 
talking” or that his use of the word "evidence" was actually 
an interpretation of the idea that Reverend King's death was 
brought about by "the tstablSsmtnt".

CONOIDELOIAL

2
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1 COINIDEWIAL

BEVEL, in early March, 1966 was observed to be 
present at the offices of the West Side W.E.B. DuBois 
Club Ya Chicago.(EK:). Discussion took place a? this time 
eenteriing around reaction to a recent notification that 
the Attornwy General of the United States intended to 

' label the DuBois Clubs as a Communist front. BEVEL, .
In conversation, stated that he would have ignored, this , 
nsUfUmn, and kept about the work In which he 
Was engaged* '-’He felt-that * if the DuBois Clubs have a

-—ieal-programofhelp for the people, .then, people would 
answer for the clubs despite any labels applied to them'.

Most present agreed '-that the at tock on the' *■ 
DuBois 'Clubs was’ a part of the ‘plan by the ’’establishment" 
to unie^tid the'Civil rights mo«t. They, felt tsar" _ . 
the recent hearings into Klan activites in this country was 
only a btglmhlg which would lead to a full attack on the 
Southern Cristian Leadership Conference (SCLC), the areal 
target.. One of those present stated during the course

- of this discussion that he was not a-Communst, and to this 
BEpL was overheard to reply that every ■tkiIkiilg American 
should be. ^stated that Newhaye W begun to read 
yet, but vam they do, they will all be socialists.

CONFIDENTIAL ' " 

a
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‘CONFIDENTIAL " ~

1 " , ■ ■

W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS 
OF CHICAGO DCC

' ' On May 3, 1965, a source advised that on
' June 30, 1964, a group of young people who attended 

the founding convention of the W. E. B. DuBois ,
Clubs of America (DCI) net in Chicago and adopted

, a~saatment of purpose and conntitutxon fomnng .
' the DCC as an affiiiatt of the National DCA. .

A second source advised on May 1n 1967, that
DCA chartered clubs Jin the Chicago area axe the 
West Side DCC and the North Side DCCn wither of 
Which currently maintain a headquarters. There -is 
no central headquarters for the DCC ren there are 

■ no uncharteeed dubs in this area. '

. 'The second source advised that the n^alirr^ty
of DCC members are al.so members of the CP.

> . , During the past year DCC activity has been
almost ninetisttnt.

CONFIDENTIAL

4
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Wi2iJ;JDU2O[SjCIUJBS_OF2H™_(DCA)i “ J

| A source has advised that on October 26-27,
! 1963, a conference of members of the Communist Party !
I (CP)’ including national functionaries, net in Chicago, *

Illinois, for the purpose of settnng in motion forces 
for the establishment of a new national Maxist- I
orieneed youth organization which would hunt for the’ ‘ . ^

---- ^mos^peace^ul transition to socialism. These delegates J 
were told that it would be reasonable to assume that |

■ the’young soclists ^tracted into this new organizatPnn :
would eventually pass into the C? it2elf. •

. .. A^cond sour'ce has advised that the founding coOTMtion fw tM new youth organisation was held •
•Ju^ 19-21, 1964, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San

. Francisco, Caiifprnii, at which tne the name W. E. B. J 
DuBois.Cl^bs of America (DC*) was adopted. i
Approximately 500 delegates fron thoughout the United ' -
States attended this convention. The aims of this *
organisation, as set forth in the preamble of the ■
coihtS:utPon, are, ’’It is our belief that this nation can , . 
btet.solte Ms probern^ in an atmosphere of peaceful £
coexistence, complete disarnanent and true frredou for *
all peoples of the world, and that these solutions 
will be cached mainly through the united efforts of all 
wo^^.p^ple*^^ in t:he.nlttl of R^oes and other 
eltorlCies with whites. We further fully riiPgtizi that . . 
tie griitist thriit‘ to Ammrican democracy comes from the ■ 
racist and right wing forces in cnaiitnnn with the most 
reactionary sections of the economic power structui’O, 
using the wol of iitic0em4unie□ to divide and destroy . 
tie lifted struggle of the working people.” '

Cver the Labor Day-weekend, 1965, the DCA 
held a conference in- Chicago, Illtnois, and a new slate 
of officers was elected to the National Executive 
C“?i*!”.(??t>.Of.thilt^• Since Labor Day, 1965 laentitees of those serving of the NEC has v^ted; .

CCNPIIENTIAL

5

. w ■ '
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COJNIDEOTIAL

2

however, according to a third source as of May, 1936, 
thirteen of the -fitteen members of the NEC were members 
of the CP in the San Francisco Bay area.

As of May, 1066, the headquarters of the
DCI was located at 1330 Fell Street, San Francisco,
California. , , ,

CONFIDENTIAL

6*

'■ ■ ' -«vZ . .
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FM23 (Rw. 11-29-61) ’ - , - ‘ >

unITEd states department of JUstice .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’
org^^ Atlanta, Georgia ,

In Reply, Please Refer to , '

fie No. February 6, 1969 •

.Title COMMUNIST INFITRRATOON OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE

Character INTERNA, SECURITY - COMMUNIST

Reference Memoranda prepared at Atlanta, 
dated and captioned as above.

Al sources (except any Used, below) whose -idlntitles 
are concealed in referenced commtuncatonn ■ have JduniSshedL reliable 
infomation i.n the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
ot th» FBI and is loaned to your agency; 11 and Its contents "are not to be distributed outside 
your agency.
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■February 3, 1969 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING_, JR.

2

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
XXXXX a memorandum 1/31/69

ATLANTA

XXX (B) REL?hdc
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CRIMINAL DIHSKN
February 3, 1969

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXX a memorandum 1/31/69

ATLANTA .

XXX (B) REL /hdc
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1/31/69

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN

. Re Atlanta teleyype to Bureau and Memphis dated 
1/30/69, and Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 1/30/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copi.es of IHM and 
to M^? aretswo (2) copies of LHM captioned "ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1968".

/3- Bureau (Enc. 5) (RM) 
2 - Memphis (Enc. 2) (RM) 
2 - Atlanta 
OIRHvsc 
(7)
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, (Giorgia

January 31, 1969

ASSASSIOIAITIOM OF
KI. MARTIN LUTHER KITO, JR 
AT MEMPHIS. TJNNESSEN
APRIL4 1968

_________The.January I9,19<«l«ttoa of The WaMngtrn Port" 
newspaper contained an art ide Which quoted Rev. Ralph Dawid 
Abernathy, Preaidtent of ths Southern Christian Leadership 
deference, as indicating in a news conference that a conspiracy 
exists With regard to the isaasliiatl<all of Dr. Martin conker King, Jr.

.__ .__  , On January 30, 1969, Rev. Abernathy was interviewed 
by a SpeCal Agent of the FBI at AtUaO^Georgia, and tin 
results »re Mt forth on the tollwhg page,

THIS documt contains neither recommendation® nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and la 
lo**^ to your agency; it and ita contents are not to be dia- 
triluited outside your agency.
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, ■ F&30! (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
I

1 . ~ J January 1969
DateMMM..M...^^

- . Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avonue, N. E., 
Atlanta, Georgia,, telephonically advised with regards to his 
statement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington •
Post" newspaper, Washington, D. C., on January 29, 1969; that 
what he told the press was that he beieeved in view of -the 
assassiantions of President JOHN F. KENNEDY, ROBERT FT KENNEDY, 
S®?“ EV®1® a?d MMOIH Mam KING, JB., there would be an . 
indication to hin that there may he a conspiracy among the 
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who^stnnds 
for rgghtiousntss. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no 
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists 
with respect to the speelfic assassinate of Dr. KING... He 
advised that the staeement made to the press on January 29, 
1969, Jin which he refereed to a conspiracy concerned the 
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. In regard 
to those assassinatoons he made it clear he has no evidence

* indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on 
his part -mt such a conspiracy does exist; He stated he has 
no idea what individuals or forces would he involved in such a. 
conspiracy. ‘

Rev. ABERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev. 
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at 
Henphhs, Tennessee, told hin, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev. 
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassinatoon 
of Dr. KING, two Negro firemen, who had boon assigned t;o the 
fire station across the stmt foom the motel where Dr. KING 

* was kiHed, were moved to another fiee statoon. According t;o 
Rov. LAWSON that move left the fire statin unmanned and they 
were moved t;o a statoon which was already, fully manned and ’ \ 

1 equipped. Also according to Rev. LAWSON, a Negro piliteolao, 
who worked the beat which included the notel where Dr. KING was 
kiHed, was moved off of that beat t h e, a,.a Y Dr. KING was 
kiieed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the killing.

2$ .

On—13069-----at-------Atlanta, Georgia-,,_______ File#-Atlantia..44-^2^386_______

by—sA-Yj-r-RICHA^RiD-HATlITrON—--------^C    Date dictated-............ 1/31/69 , .... _
This docuB’in'tl Contenss nti»her rrcome>onatit;ons nor conclvstoss of the F8l.Il is the property of the F31 and s loiotd to your a9,ocy; 
it and its contents ore not tobe distributed ovUke* your agency. ' ‘
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CRIMINAL DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHIER KING, JR.

XXX (B) RELhdC

NOTE: Please advi.se if you desire a copy of the 
enclosed furnihhed Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., Statue Attorney
General, Shelby Counity, Memphis, Tennessee.
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February 3, 1969 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVSSION ,

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX () REL/hdc
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREA.U OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, I’lease Refer to 
File No.

January 31, 1969

RE: UNnaowm subject;
Telephone Operator* and 
Butty's MOttors, 
NaBhim, Tennessee; 
R. M. GAINER - ComUlmnt; 
IMORMATICN CONCHNDG}

On January 25, 1969, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigatom, Wahtogon, D. C., received! a toegram fom 
R. M. Ga Jines, 2006 Arena Place, MaSiil.ll, Tennessee, which 
stated "Discrtoinatom against black people of HaShiUe 
by telephone operators and Busty's Motors of Nahrille."

____ At 7:10 A.M. on January 26, 1969, R. M. Ga Jines, 
2006 Arena Place, NahhUle, Tennessee, telophonically 
contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Washington, 
D. c., and stated he sub iavest^tlM the death of Dr. Motin 
Luther King. He stated he had evidence and photographs to 
support his conclusion that King had not been killed by a 
Waite man. Gaines said he could be located at 1056 College 
Street, Membis, Tennessee. He said he is employed by the 
KUhUia Jackson Chicken System, 705 Sorth Parkway East, 
Memphis, Tennessee.

On January 26, 1969, Mr. Harald Jones, Executive 
Vice-President, MataUia Jackson Chicken System, Mempto, 
Tennessee, advised that Robert Gaines has been employed by 
that company since about August, 1966, and that because of 
Unes* drinking; profoem he has been on a leave of absence 
slice January 19, 1969, at which time Gaines became intixtlaaedl 
and began to annoy other officers to the company with his 
telopio>ne calls.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RE: UNQNKWm SUBJECT;
Telephone Operators, Etc.

On January 28, 1969, Gaines was located at 
1056 Allege Street, Memphis, by a Special Agenit of the 
FBI. Gains was found holding a half empty bottle of 
whiskey and gave every Indication of being highly intoxi­
cated. He was sufficiently coherent to deny having any 
evidence concerning the murder of Dr. Matin Luther King.

Records of Omtral State Hoshial, NaShiile, 
Tennessee, reflect that Robert Gaines entered that hospital 
on October 24, 1966, having been brought to tie hospital by 
NasSviilo Police after he had Fred a gun through the roof 
of his home. He was diagnosed as having an acute schizophrenic 
reaction, paranoid typo, and he was found to be suffert^ fom 
chronic alcohoismu. He was granted a thirty day mrough from 
the hospital on January 6, 1968, but never returned! to the 
hoshtal.

This document contains neither recommm<totiolSB 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is LaiiMKt io your agency; it and Uis contends are not 
to be distrilraesdl outside your agency.

2*
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1/31/69

AIRTEL

• ^iDoac^;^^ v7;;7

FROM:.; rSAC,' $^<^144-214^^^^ 7"7 ■

SUBJECT: UNSUB; 7 77'7 ' 7-7 ^:7’77:
. 7 Telephone ..'Operaboas--and; • : ;:, - \
. ” Biusby's Motors, . b

aNashme/Tenneasee^ .
R. M, GAMS-.-.Cwla^nant; • '' < • 7 '

7 ■ - > ■FORMATION CONCERNING 7 7 a 7

75-Z ' : ■ ReButei 127/69.7 . /77:Z 7:'7.7

Enciosedfor^ • are.6 -copies of an
> LHM concerning captioned, m#^ 7- 7-.- b
■■ 7 .7 7' ?inasmuch a#'ihe.comiaw^h*sam^ 7 
conditonij as well as being a chronic alcshUc, no 

■ further .action M being 'taken. 7"

(J)-. Utreat- (Encs. 6) 
(2-44^8861)

2 - Menmhis . '. ' - 
■ - / 1 - 44-2147 . -

1 -44-1987
.; JCH*jap . '

(6) , 7 .
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I

CRIMINAL INVISION 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

1-29-69

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

XXX (B) REL:jms

NOTE: Please advise if- you desire a copy of the enclosed 
fum-shed Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Mempphs, Tennessee.
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1-29-«9
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
criminal division

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) RHLjjM

NOTE: Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed 
•punished Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, MenpPis, Tennessee,.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in--------------------------------------—_------------ _-
• ■ (Type in plaintextor code)

Via AIRTCL________________________________________  
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teleyypes dated 1/19/69 and 1/21/69.
.. Encased herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 

an LHM titled as above. , .

‘ Copies are being furnsshed locally t:o MI, NISO,
, OSI, Secret Service, and USA, EDPa.

_ One copy of this LHM is being forwarded Atlanta for 
inoomatoon since Atlanta is 00 in SCLC. Two copies are 
being furnshhed Memphis since Memphis is 00 MURKIN.

. This LHM is classified confidential to hrot:lct
'identity, of PH 897-R since PH 897-R and one other individual' 
were.present when,BEVEL made this statement. PH 897-R 
contnnues to furnish excellent inoomation concerning racial 
and security paaters.

Source utilieed in the LHM i.s PH 897-R. ,

_ When intevvlewed on 1/21/69, agents had to wait
30 minute for BEVEL because BEVEL was holding a meeting in 
the next room.

( Sy Bureau (RM) (Encs. 11)
---- A“ 44-38861

CD- 100-438794 (SCLC)
1 - 157-10808 (JAMES BEVEL)

1 - Atlanta (SCLC) (Info) (RM)(Enc. 1)
2 - Memmhis (44-1987)(MURKIN)RM) (Encs. 2)S - PhiladHphaa 2) ■

l - 44-19857 (MURKIN) CARBON.COPZ
1 - 100-47194 (SCLC) Y

~ 1 - 1S7-1214. (RACIAL DIS-TTRRBANEES - MAJOR URBAN AREA)
1 - 157-2979 (JAMES BEVEL) ■ "

Approved:^ z 1----1.70-S3 (PH—.8..9-?.-,^ Sent------------------ -----M Per---------------------------  
CMCCkhbdshecial Agent in Charge
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PH 44-1368

For the information of Atlanta, BEVEL is. 
currently employed at the Health and Welfare Council, 
Inc., 1428 Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., telephone 
CE 2-9911.
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In Reply, Pease Refer to 
File No.

COMTOENTTAL ' •*

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

• Philadelphia, '.Pennsylvania

January 23, 1969^

JAMES EARL RAY; .
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

^Yerend J3®65 Bevel was interviewed at his 
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on 
intUaviewl, 1969‘ The freeing are tie remits of this

GROUP 1 ' 1
Excluded Xoom automatic 
downgrading and 
decCasssfication

CONFIDENTIAL
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’Federal bureau of investigation

I CONFIDENTIAL ■ - 1/23/69 '
Date...  ............

at his resRi^nd JSVEL waS in^d for ten minutes 
a?poinS’no^a?dd.hr?a:tex:;!’e^bvsy1,asih^^h»i 
vo a Sin p^r^s™^^ iWh;!’o:h3diU’r-
on the, te’epoonehOepwasStieBEVELutoii *h’:'oooptm.* th’ p’—

•BEVEL st,ated he had proof of the innocence of
Reverend MAR'^Uira KING.th’EVELdref^rh^t^  ̂
^/^rC^s’st and dearest friend lnVE^StateKtOaatSstI||’e 
wh’hFBhpwatf^nn’efed.P'wi’t’hi.th’ prosecution and he was involved 
wth the defens’> he felt he shpuu not furnish this iKX.

• It ias pointed out t:o BEVEL that the fbt 
inn V’^1^^’6 agenoy and does not prosecute anyone. It was also. pointed, out to BEVEL that th’ FBI i^sasS’esedt WSs 
poping a P’rson’s innocence as proving a person’s guilt envELnriudsed smb ^ 4^341 ip os^i^g1^. 

.p g all facts possible during any investigation.
January l^V^d^^^^^^

had r’c’^’d.no answer to his t^grae. BEVEL sta’ew’in > 
con leOtiO0In with ^f he plann’d to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney 
i0ro0AYe0?i^0iintighRA0^JSS^ 1969, and ofR’r his services

^u^w?^"^
d’Ked BEvELR^: w^j^ 
oe feoi^ ^F^

It ias point’d out to BEVEL that if h’ had evidence 
theRALtt t0iE0i,Uit S0^Sld?i brought to the atten^on of 
th’ ^ute envEL again stated he would do so only if he was 
avowed to be part of RAY's defense. “ y h’ ias

— ------- BnVnL stated that at th’ tee MARTYN LUTHER KING

On-J/^lAig,-----at—Philadelphia, Pa.
- 1

iletphladelphiU 44-13!68
SA .RALPH C. HAMNER and

by.. SA EDWAaP K. COLE___________ EMCkpb Damdictated-1/22/159
This dc^.M CORIAS „)»,„ "w^m^h*,, ^, ^us^, .f *. „. ... / """**
IT and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ojescy, F8 ' th’ prop,ry of th* F8t and ’* loaned to your agency;
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PH 44-1368

™,e.'i?^^
4

*

-^ontdential

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CONFIDENTIAL ’.
JAMES CARL RAY
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

°nJanU?ry 22’ 1969’ Spe'ecal"Agent Edward M. -Cole tllepS°nlctlly attempted to con-tact Reverend Bevel
6 n 1 TZM11 r i .• P rs * answering stated Reverend Bevel would not return until 5:00 °r 6:00 p.m.

•On January 21, 1969, a source'who has furnsshed 
reiv blejn;°omatoon in the past advised he with °thers 
spoke ”*ts Berel concerning BevvV.s statement on the 
•nt°O<:etnC^ of James Earl Ray. This .group, including the 
in°ommatt> are considered "militants" by Revel. During 

-tht.^.diScussxon w*? Re761 it was pointed out to Bevel ’ 
tht\the.g^net1 flllwg of the millaa-nts is that Ray 
was g^1*' of shooting Reverend King and that Bevel should 
furnish what evidence he has or Keg quiet. d

4
1

b1Vm^ told ^is group he has no evidence but that 
mseem tShl„"Sy5tvm^ Tis kilUng a man worth nothing while 
t^ man actually kiHed a greater man.' 'Bevel stated that: 

:JmSI is-A^ow™1" ^-defend Ray he, Bevel, will bring out every­
thing that: the system" did to cause the death of King. '
Be''! also stated he feels this Jis a method' to rejuvenate V 
aO$SlcnhSSf?ta* Lltdd:rss|p Conference (SCLC) jU Philadelphia, as SCLC has faieen ^jf to aMost nothing in Philadelphia. ’
In ^n-6^1’ with this, Bevel st^ s1 Jis P r^ceivea 
cSlck by We tern Union fjom SCLC, Atlanta, for $500. v 

conclusion'^o? do^re^ c02ttieS. nlitSlr reccmmendations nor 
^°eCiUSienS °f ■ e FB1, It is the property of the FBI and is IKUI"^^^^-5'; it aud xts' couttets are not to be 
distriuuedd outside your agency. ' *

CONFIDENTIAL

4%
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FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)1

In Reply, Please Ref# to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

, , January 23, 1969* '

Title JAMES EARL RAY; '
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

Character

Reference Memorandum 'dated and captioned as
above at Philadelphia, Pa.

Al sources (except any lisedbelow) whose identitees 
are concealed In referenced comunncation have furnished reliable 
infomation in the past. , '

This document contanns neither recommendaionss nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and Its gontense are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. ,
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1-29-69
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
CRIMINAL DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) REL-jms

NOTE: Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed be 
fUrnilhhed Mr. Phil M. Candle, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee.
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CRIMINAL DIVSSION 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX (B) RELUM

NOTE: Please advise if you desire a copy of the enclosed be 
furnished Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, 
Shelby County, MenpPSs, Tennessee.
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