
IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OP SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

- STATE OF TENNESSEE J

- ' . 5 - NO. 166^5 Murder First Degree
VS. . -

NO’. 16819 Carrying Dangerous Weapon

JAMES EARL RAY 5 - * * . - .
■ Alias Eric Starvo Galt, J

Alias John Willard, 5 ‘ ’
Alias Harvey Lowmeyer, 5 *
Alias Harvey Lowmyer. } ' ' : * .' • •

’ ORDER .

Attendance in the Courtroom will be limited to the 

seating accomodations of the Courtroom except insofar as the 

Court shall order. ’ ■

The north portion of the Courtroom behind the rails 

consisting of seats numbered / through M2- will be reserved 

for accredited representatives of the news media who will be

* admitted to the Courtroom only upon presentation of credentials 

issued by this Court. The south portion of the back of the ^

. Courtroom behind the rails, consisting of seats numbered ^ 

through ^ will be available to members of the public for 

each session of the Court in order of their appearance except for ’ 

 seats for family and/or friends of the defendant, and 

seats for family and/or friends of the deceased.

. Seat assignments for representatives of news media 

shall be as follows:

..Seat No. 1. Associated Press Representa;ive

2. U. P. I. Representative

.3- Associated Negro Press Representative

^. National N.’ B. CJ T.V. and Radio Representative

5. National C. B. S. T.V. and Radio Representative

6. National A. B. C. T.V. and Radio Representative

., • 7. Commercial Appeal Representative

, ■ 8. Press-Scimitar Representative

9. Tri-State Defender Representative ■

10. Memphis World Representative
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11. Memphis W M C T.V. .Representative •

12. Memphis W R E C T.V. Representative , ■’

13. Memphis W H B Q T.V. Representative . ’

1^. Memphis W.M.P.'S. Representative ‘

15. Memphis W.D.I.A. Representative

. * : 16. The New York Times and News Service Representative

17. Los Angeles Times and News Service Representative

•• 18. Chicago Daily News Wire Service Representative -

19. St^ Louis Post Dispatch Representative

. 20. The Nashville Banner Representative

21. The Nashville Tennesseean Representative

22. Washington Daily News-Scripps Howard News Representative

23. Wall Street Journal (National Observer) Representative

2^. The Birmingham News Representative

25• Atlanta Constitution Representative -

26. This seat to be shared by following named four-(4) 
London newspapers on a revolving basis to be 
worked out among themselves, and plan to be 
approved by the Court:
(a) The London Daily Mirror Representative

/ . (b) The Daily Telegraph and Morning Post Representativ
■ (c) The Daily Mail Representative

(d) The London Daily. Express Representative

27. Reuters Representative

28. Deutsche Press-Agentur Representative '

29. Toronto Telegram Representative/>

. 30. French News Agency Representative

31. This seat to be shared by Life-Time-Fortune magazines 
on a revolving basis to be worked out among 
themselves, and plan to be approved by the Court.

32. Newsweek Representative -

33- Harpers Representative

3^. . Saturday Evening Post Representative ' - - ■

35. Gerold Frank, Doubleday and Company

36. George McMillan, Little Brown and Company

37. W.S.G.N., Birmingham

38. Clay D. Blair, Bantam Books

39. . Revolving Seats • ’ . ‘

^0. ” ", ' :
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41. Revolving Seat

42 n fi -

■Enter

Judge Division III

Criminal Court, Shelby County; Tennessee

V •

■/
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COM, TENNESSEE 

DIVISION THREE T

STATE OF TENNESSEE, §

vs. . § NOS. 16645 and 16819
§ 

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias ERIC § 
STARVO GALT, Alias JOHN WILLARD, § 
Alias HARVEY LOHMEYER. § ’ * ■

. • ORDER ON SCIRE FACIAS " ’

This cause came on to be heard on a verified petition for 

citation for contempt of Arthur J. Hanes, Sr., Renfro T. Hays, Roy 

Hamilton and Charles Edmundson, heretofore filed by the Court- 

appointed amici curiae; personal service of said petition upon all 

four named respondents; scire facias issued by this Court ordering 

said respondents to show cause why they should not be held in con­

tempt of previous orders of this Court; the sworn answer of the 

respondent Renfro T. Hays; the hearing in open court on the 27th 

day of September, 1968 and on the 30th day of September, 1968, at - 

which time sworn testimony was adduced by the petitioners and the 

respondents; the argument of counsel for all parties; the exhibits 

in the cause, and upon the entire record in this cause, from all of 

which it appears to the Court:

That the respondents, Arthur J. Hanes, Sr., Renfro T. Hays, 

Roy Hamilton and Charles Edmondson, each, are guilty of contempt 

as found by this Court in its opinion which has 'been filed in this 

cause, and which the Court- incorporates by. reference in this order 

the same as if copied herein verbatim; and

The Court being undecided at this time as to what action the 

Court should take by way of punishment on account of said contempts 

and being desirous of giving the matter further consideration,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that this matter be 

and the same is hereby, reserved by this Court for further and 

future orders o£ this Gpurt.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED,'ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the motions 

of the respondents Roy Hamilton and Charles Edmundson, made by and 

through their attorneys, the Honorable Armistead Clay and the 

Honorable' Ezra Z. Bryan, at the conclusion of the Court’s opinion, 

to reconsider the Court's action and, in the alternative, to fix 

punishment, are hereby denied.

To all of yrhich the respondents respectfully except.

JUDGE 4;at
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Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev. 3-31-67)

TO: SAC,

(Copies to OfficerChecked)

I Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchorage 1 
Atlania 
Baltimore. 
Birmingham' 
&o.stoa 
Rjilfilo; 
Butte 
CMj.iojte 
Chicago 
Ciftcmngtl. 
Cleveland 
Coluiablcf 
Dallas

['J Denver 
Q Detroit 
□ £1 tob 
y Honolulu

§ Houston 
Indianapolis;

__  Jackson' 
« Jacksonville

Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas' 
Little' Bock 
Los' Angeles 
L.guisv4je

w
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis-. 
Motile 
Newark 
New Have# 
Ne.w Otle.40s

NeW York City 
Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
St. L.ouis 
Salt Lake. City 
San' Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San- Jaan 
Savannah. 
Seattle 
Springfield

§ Tampa 
Washington Field 
Quantico

TO LEGAT:

§Bem
Bonn 
Buenos; Aires 

□ Hong Kona 
B London 
□ Manila 
(_l Mexico, D.F.
□ Ottawa'
O Paris

Rome'

8 Santo. Domingo 
Tokyo

Date UJctober-22v—1968
RE:

MURKIN

„ „ Retention
gg For information f~*7 optional

For-appropriate;
□ action. Q Surep, by ^^^^

Q The enclosed is for your information. If Used’ in a future, report, a conceal 
all sources, Cl paraphrase contents. '

O Enclosed are correc.te'd pages from rep'or.t of.SA -.---— —---------------------  -- ------ .
dated

Remark sr

Enc.
B'uflle
Urfile.

(8)
44 - 38861
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October 22, 1968
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 

s

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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JR3 170796 "0” divipioh

68-0-790-205 Toronto, September 23, 1'968

The C01! .aia si 0ne r, 
Ontario provincial dice, 
12> huAosho^e Blvd, hast, 
TCn nil0 2, Ontario.

Bear Sir:

Be: JfmesEnrl BAY

Further to my letter d ted July 16, 
196-j, attached is a copy oT our Toronto 0.1.3. 
report diited Jeptenber 18, 1968 detailing the 
outcome of the portion of our invest!, lion 
relating to tho laundry BarXo.

Should any additional information of 
interest to you be received, it will be forwarded
promptly.

fours truly,

(C.h. Soey}, Sup .ulntendent 
Officer in Charge 

Criminal Invest! .• .tier, nr-.noh
'TILS C Cl J11J ~ I Ci; K , Oxf.ibA (68a., 791“i”6O)

Re: Jure er of llartin Butner KING -
As^i t.ace to tie 

?UR«AiO£B for your information, together with 
copied of the mentioned report ana copies of an additional 
report of the same date which'covess „hose aspects of the 
investigation not previously reported on. under the cir­
cumstances,' no further action will be taKcn and our file 
will be held in abeyance penuia. receipt of instructions 
c neernins1 the disposition to be r- le of the exhibits, 
SUI /M • U ■ J- « W^Aen^W >HM^d^ . ^^^ •

I OR ATO (C. U Bocy , ^uptl 521958 •
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RCMP C 237
GRC 608Q___________________________________________________________REV. I 4 66

OTHER HIE REFERENCES: 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:

DIVISION

MQ»»

DATE

1€ SU 6 A
RCMP fllE REFERENCES:
REF. DOSSIERS GRC:

SUB-DIVISION - 5OV5-DIVISION

Bd-C^TTD-ZD^
DtlACHWtNf - DlrACHEMeNT

Toronto G,J.u General
RE:
OBJET:

Sartin hither Wi3 * harder of

I. with reTersuca to previous reports* please be advised of
the following :

2. fr. John LOr’XUHH, otfner of Radio Station C H I H, 637
College btraat, Toronto, vnbario, J&a contacted, in relation to the 
ac .ivitiea of Joseph iu-au JsU-, an announcer o-ployed at ths ne.il 
fUdio ..Italian* Plesas aes letter datod 16 vi to addrossao to 
Mayor IP UAf, Wow York Gity, and Police thief, Morphis, slyied 
yDaneernod?, naalng rUhufu as rejcoblln* ths artist sketch of the 
suspect in thio cutio# It ^as tiobuai’ied verbally froo UlUUDI teal 
verified by Company records that 4U. k-ULU was employed, in Toronto 
an the data in yuustian#

3. dcforrln,’' to the latter received at Mead juartery frou C.
A3 ^xander ». a dat^d XO JV^ oa, please ba advised v .;t ■ ■ ■■■ - resides
at 113 vanozsoods Wood, ip:. >3, Don Wills, Ontario. Ils is presently 
allayed by O.ziedian cruaacaatinr Corporation, Tomato, utario, no a 
story* uuitor of i\V» proyrass "Public Wys,; at 310,650. par annuli.
Diaai^est e;A?uiriaa di sc Issei that UG U is a nood aorktjr, very tpiot 
typo of individual, end well thought of by fellow employ ess.

4. £r. C. JU<SU, Halidins Supt., 113 i alloy .wood Ko ad, stat al
that 3.UU ban boon residing at this addraaiu since 1 Ui b$ with bls 
wife, two snail chilcron, and ainca early this year, with Lis aether 
Alice UUP. He describee 6U a on vary a.iiec, a d^d Conant, and 
apparently wall llkec by his aoigbboura. nothin; of a detriewatul 
nature could, ba ascot tainad.

5* A cheak cf lasMisration records reveals that ilw^M was
granted landed I.txi^iwt Jtotua an 1 UV 63. Ha was issued LUeUian 
Citladiuhip Jortii’ic.-to on 13 of? 67. Also ha holds Canadian
Passport vbLca captrco 1 SU 72. U..U wan bom 1 JU 36
at :.xii jaten, v■ iaLca, bls . - r-.v.-r • a ca—^j is Al'.-o ? loomia /■>■»■- > . 5
Ui 26 UT 93. Father*a juuso t alter Vivian ■ . ^h, Hu A -CT 95. Alice 

residence

6. Ketro foionto Felice Depart.cent, Ontario Irovincial relico
aad car €.1.3. arJ J. I.ih records chicked regarding Hawaii - all with 
negative results.

7, deferring to para. 4 of report Iron Montreal C.E.U voted
26 JU 63, on iLriu wore 'tide at fu Ur UUore, Uba; re Goal, 

nt., ■■ , i ] •. ■. . . . .? b . • • ■ . ’. ■ • ' .

stex*^ 4"*d at. oi*t iriii® —v., est, .:.-.. <i , .,.□...>.•,.s, on ^ft
«';oVa-t furtUr inf nsstlori <z;U Uvo to i? . ebeainoa frsu >.e score 
.i^LfliKe^s^ijL-^  ̂ k®?L liLlC ^A^L 1? rs co: : edjvsre*
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(c<^*2 ni^i nas goj -

5* In viov of tho rwa^oia*:, no farther on^lrlon mnld
a/paar to bo izarra/itod at this point* Ao >UX is no* in custody in
. .Ol.^^;A.ij iC<'i»f .’•■•■« * v:..A-Ulli3 Sri*lX 1X1 t;iL;2 C AiiJj> WlAJ.iiJ Ot i fAA'/XC’C 
.-'1Am:.\X'^Ot«f OCtAVO j,*jV03 -. J•jiSJ'* .1-3 ■- . Al „ LA K??..>■.'.Al ut V,. 1U , O.Av» 
la-strACtioos nill ba awaited eo,’ic-.x^ Ln; &w AOuU’^d disr-osi-iaa oT 
dibits hold at Vils •tosos-.amt* ’^tru co^Xus astacLuxU

.^»?k»i&£$® - * * —«.-..
<Jj tA*w WW j z ' • ’Xj*- *

(f » 3. falb^’tou} ■ XCO>J.
• Toronto v*X*- •
(..•.;* ) Gt*
iy c iuftwxS Gon*
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C 237
REV. 1-4-66

> ROYAL CANADIAN MUUiMICU 
RCMP^GRC 66 R2 ■ ,

OTHER FILE REFERENCES) A
RH. AUTRES DOSSIERS! M °^1 DATE ^

18 SEPT
RCMP RU REFERENCES. 
REF. DOSSIERS GRC.

68 EQ 791 Q 60 (7*2^
• 68 0 790 205

68 790 ?4’

SU &-[XVI SI ON - SOUS-DiVtSION

detachment - dOachement
Torontoi C.I«B.Genei*al.

R6
OBJ Hi

Kartin Luther KING - Kurd er of 
Assistance to F.BiL

With reference to the forwarding minute of the Assist
Officer i/c C.I.B. dated-16 JUL 68, please be advised of the following

2* . Hr. BoIetos Yen CUIN^ Community Cleaners," 789 Dundas St.West
Toronto, Ontario was questioned relating to laundry mark letter *C" 
circled over number 24* de admitted this was his laundry mark, however 
he could not supply any details concerning the owner of the clothing.
When laundry is brought to his shop, he issues a tag to the customer; • 

- when the customer returns, ths tags are matched and the laundry handed 
over* CHUI failed to recognise the second, laundry mark EG C 83,

3- Fr. Ben Hoy KONG. WONG^s Laundry, 60 Cecil St.,Toronto,
Ontario was contacted 9 JUL 68, He advised that the laundry marks in 
question were not used in his business#

4. Er* Paul PONG, 1027 Center St*, Niagara Falls, Ontario was
interviewed in relation to laundry mark EG c 83 found on the pair of.
aborts. PONG .stated that he operated POlIGh. Laundry, 5 Hauck St.,

. bort Erie, Ontario prior to 1963, at which lime he.moved to Niagara 
Falls, Ontario ^ere he now operates a Restaurant. Whon shown- the 
laundry mark mentioned, PONG immediately advised it waa not his mark. 
PONG only used 3 digits and'not £ .digits in his business*

5» Hr. Year LEE,, former proprietor cf LEE’s Laundry, 52 Queen
Street East, Hespnler, Ontario vm also contacted* It was ascertained 
from LEE that EO C 83 was not one of his latndry marks*

CONCLUDED HERE

Set

Fullerton,^160^3.
Toronto C»I*B. General

I/C TOR GIB GEN:
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C-430’ 
RCV. M*«

‘ROYAL CANADIAN MOU||ED POLICE GENDARMERIM|pYALE DU CANADA
CRIME DETECTION LABOWTORY REPORT-RAPPORT DES LAW?ATOIRES JUDICIAIRES

ESTINTERDIT DE PUBUER EN TOUT,OU EN PARTIE CE RAPPORT OU TOUTE DOCUMENTATION PHOTOGRAPRIQUE OU AUTRE S'Y RAP- 
>RTANT SANS EE CONSENTEMENT PAR ECRIT DU COMMISSAIRE DE DA GENDARMERIE ROYALS DU CANADA.

US REPORT OR ANY RELATED PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER MATERIAL MAY NOT BE PUBLISHED. IN WHOLE OR LN PART, WITHOUT THE 
UTTEN CONSENT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POUCE.

•ho'* file ho.-wm«« "os” »* LAB. FILE NO.-MHII’ OU l*». *0

6810/077

DATE

5 SEPT 68
OUR REF. NO.“V»”l ’!'• **

. 68 HQ 791-Q-6O ■

ENCLOSURES - FllCCS MWTU
1

PLACC-UCV

* Ottawa, Ont.

laboratory report no. 
faffoat ou i*io»*Tont no UNE

ection । 
FIREARMS AND TOOL MARK IDENTIFICATION

CLASSIFICATION

C.N. 72
OR -OCSTINATAIAC

Officer i/c C.I.B. Headquarters Building, 
R.C.M. Police, Ottawa, Ontario.

EFCRtNCS-AtrtMKCC

CENTRAL BUREAU FOR FIREARMS EXHIBITS Dr. Martin-Luther KING । “
Assistance to F.B.I.

OPIES TO-cent* X

(1) T^w^Mtoittoisto^ccxcs^^w^^sjrotsiJlxfeteii?'

(2) The Director of Scientific Services, C.D. Laboratories, RCM Police, BCgiCX^&JXSoXAx®.
Ottawa, Ontario.

9 Jul*68
/ \ . R.C.M.Police 'HQ‘ Division,

The firearm (x), as represented by tests received from theXX^KOtBcWMSlxfeiJOXWfeCKfeX 
Ontario,/iOX/have been compared microscopically with the unidentified ammunition components
contained in the Central Bureau foe Firearms Exhibits files, with negative results.

The tests will be retained.

bmittedby (Peter Law), Cst 
y Firearias Section
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tewr ■ 
GUC 4M5

Sts 
cent

C237
REV.’1-4*44

other fue «h«nc($; 
Rtf. AUlPtJ OOWtW; A

OlY&tQN DATE ” * ’ ’\^

30 AUG 6^
ROAR FILE REFERENCED
REF. POSTERS GRC:
63HQ-1180—l—Q—112
680-790-238
68GIS-79O-17O
PWt 26 JULY 68

SUB-DIVISION . SOUS- DIVISION

V

President John P. m»B£>X ~ harder of 
Assistance to FBI

21 AUG 63

1 3AOT advised that KIMBLE had contacted his office in
Toronto on the 18 AUG 63 offering to 8 give all that he know concerning 
the J.?. KSK8EDX assasinatloa for §500#00% No deal was mde with 
KIMBL2 and the place he was calling frog was unknown*
2* ' * ‘ * Investigation Is1bo ins hold WatoyanM ponding inst­
ructions as requested in PG3 dated 26 JOLY 68#

s.u.lu
DDi 30 SEPT 68

' - s s*l-?«b"S-*w> Opl * 
(H.P.T, Pw8r)n9416, 
Montreal CI3-GIS*

i^4ti ci&

Your: 68HQ«1130*1»i>112
!♦ WAB3D« Please note ay forwarding ninuto appended 
to report dated 26-7-68 on this file#

Komu
Ac > t ** t,

JJU Duchesneau* Insp 
A/Offieer i/c C»IfB*

o
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C 237
REV. 14^4

ew
ORC «».

other hie ttftetNas, 
Rtf, AUTKS DOSSIER?:

division date

■ nCK . 1 20 
sve-pwiTsowwistoN

DETACHMENT "' C^TACHE.V^NT " ”

Montreal G.I.S

RCM2 fUE REFERENCE?:

Wm-Q-60
68C-19O-19
68GIS-Z9O-1O7

RE: 
08 JET:

Dr* Martin Luther KING - Murder of 
Assistance to F.B.I.

1, Further to para* ^1 of P.C.R. dated Jq AUG 68, it was
ascertained that the Post Office documents concerning the suit were 
destroyed after the three (?) month holding period. As a result of 
this, no information can be obtained from the Post Office.

2, This file will regain open pending further investig;
tion if required and instructions as to the disposition of exhibits

S.b.I. - D.D; AI

(JIB^W) Sgt 
NCO i/c Htl* CIS

—• Cpl. 
(M.F.T. Power) 119416 
Montreal G.I.S*

The COMMISSIONER* Ottawa

Your: 68h>791-Q-6O
1 FORWARDED for your information. Your
to the disposition of exhibits in this case are

instructions as 
awaited here#

«®f

MONTREAL
■ 26 SEP 68

J.R. Duchesneau, Lisp. 
A/Officer i/c C*I.B* ■

4

A
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA
v caches _____ nv.iU’M

OTMU HIE RfHWNCTS, MM
«f AVl^ txmw. “ DIYtWN

«cu
DATE

1 OCT 6r
RCMP HIE KflKNCU;
RCf. POSSKRS GRC

680X8-790-^.70
68C-79O-238

PCR 30 AUG 68

5UB.0IVSION > WS-WISION

t>(tACWNl.PiIACH<MfNl "

Montreal G.I ,S.
MW;

President John F. KENNEDY - Murder of 
Assistance to FBI.

1. The photo of KIMBLE will be shown to MATHIEU this
week in order to have KIMBLE -identified.

2. Further inquiries will be held in abeyance pending
the instructions of the FBI as to what extent they require this in­
vestigation carried out.

S.U.I.
D.D. 30 OCT 68

The COMMISSIONER,. Ottawa:

Your: 68HQ-791-Q-6O

1. FORWARDED.
of para<> # 2 above.

Your attention is drawn to the contents

S.U.I,

MONTREAL 
^ OCT 68

J.R. Duchesneau, Insp.
A/Offleer i/c C. I.B.

iTWn-nan^r^ — —
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NOTE: Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney
General, Shelby County, had advised us the 
court order is in reference to the evidence 
now in possession of the Memphis Police 
Department, and he does not intend to exhibit 
to the defense any reports contained in our 
investigative reports furnished to him by us.
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXX <B) REL/hdc
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9-18-68

AIRTEL AM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

EROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MUREIN

Submitted herewith for the information and 
assistance of the Bureau are Xerox copies of the ’’Scire Facias” 
and two motions filed by the Attorney ARTHUR J. HANES.

3 BUREAU (Enc. 3)
1 MEMPHIS

RGJ:BN
(4)
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/IN THE CRIMINAL

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS ' '

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias

COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,. TENNESSEE

. . . ?. No. ’ 16645
? • . ’ ' . • (Murder)

• ?/Wz
MOTION . ^' CL3RK

• ' ' . - , c.
. ■ Comes/'/the Defendant in ’the above captioned cause, by

. ■ and through his Attorney of Record, and respectfully shows unto 

.this Honorable Court the following: . -

1. Defendant is incarcerated in the Shelby County, 

Tennessee; jail awaiting trial in the above captioned cause.

. " ' 2. Defendant has retained Arthur J. Hanes and Arthur ‘

. J. Hanes, Jr. as counsel to represent him in this cause.

- 3. .In order that Defendant may be fully represented

< before and during trial, it is necessary that he have the oppor­

tunity to confer in privatecwsultation with his attorneys prior 

to ‘ ’ ■

4. Defendant has not been afforded the opportunity to 

confer*in private with his counsel in the following: At all - 

times when Defendant has been in consultation with counsel at 

least two law enforcement officers of Shelby County, Tennessee 

or the ci.ty of Memphis, Tennessee have remained present and within 

- the hearing of Defendant and counsel; Television cameras and 

microphones have been focused bn Defendant and counsel, the same 

with viewing screens and amplifiers in the office of the Sheriff 

of Shelby County, ,Tennessee; After each consultation, notes

written by Defendant to counsel are inspected by law enforcement

officers before counsel is allowed to leave Defendant; Defen­

dant's mail to counsc’ is censored and read by the Sheriff of
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wherefore; premises CONSIDERED, the Defendant prays

this Honorable Court will issue an order directing the Sheriff

of Shelby County, Tennessee to permit Defendant and his counsel

to confer in private; absent the presence of law enforcement

• officers and television and microphone reproduction, and to

-permit Defendant and counsel to exchange notes and correspond 

- ! without censorship by agents, of the Sheriff of Shelby County, , 

'.Tennessee. ‘ . - - ’ ' ' -

. . ; •.’ . - .Respectfully submitted, ‘ . .

■ . . J ‘ . ■ - -: Attorney for Defendant

.CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ; -

. -I hereby certify that I have this ^^y of

September, 1968, served a copy of the foregoing Motion, by hand, 

. ■ upon the Attorney for the State of Tennessee in this case. . '
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,.TENNESSEE

“ .STATE OF TENNESSEE

v. , ' NO. 16645 MURDER FIRST DEGREE•
. JAMES EARL RAY NO. 16819 CARRYING DANGEROUS WEAPON

ALIAS ERIC STARVO GALT, - . ’
ALIAS JOHN WILLARD,
ALLIAS HARVEY LOWMEYER,

_• ALIAS LOWMYER .

• - . ' SCIRE FACIAS . ■ / * —

TH? STATE OF TENNESSEE

TO THE SHERIFF OF SHELBY COUNTY;

WHEREAS, in certain causes spending in the Criminal Court of

Shelby County, Division III, wherein James Earl Ray, with aliases, is 

charged with Murder in the First Degree ajad Carrying a Dangerous Weapon, 

and whereas on the 18th day of July, 1968 an order was entered, amended, 

on the 23rd of July, 1968, and supplemented on the 30th of July,*"1968 , 

prohibiting certain spe’cific acts and further enjoining certain parties 

from making any and all statements, which may be prejudicial to a fair 

trial‘by an impartial jury.

THESE ARE, THEREFORE, to command you to summon Charles Edmundson, 

Renfro Hays, Roy Hamilton and Arthur B. Hanes, Sr. if to be found in your 

County to appear before the-Criminal Court of Shelby County, Division III, 

at the Criminal Court of Shelby County, in Memphis, Tennessee on the 
^T jiay of ^^^^za ^y. 1968 at 4ta. then and there to show

cause, if any they have, why they should not be adjudged in contempt of this 

Court in failing to comply with the orders of this Court.

Herein fail not, and have you then and there this writ.

■ WITNESS, James A. Blackwell, Clerk of the Criminal Cmirt of 

Shelby County, Tennessee ^t Memphis, Tennessee, this the / *7 *~day of
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNE.S.SEE .. '

STATE OF TENNESSEE

-V.

JAMES 
ALIAS 

.ALIAS
ALIAS 
ALIAS

■ ‘ ' . ; - • NO. 16645 MURDER FIRST DECREE

EARL RAY ’ • ’
ERIC STARVO GALT, 
JOHN VILLARD, ' 
HARVEY LOWMEYER, 
HARVEY IjOWMYER, 

_______ :____ ;_________

PETITION FOR CONTEMPT /

TO THE HONORABLE W. PRESTON BATTLE, -JUDGE OF THE CRIMINAL COURT OF * .­
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, DIVISION II.I .

■Your petitioners, amici curiae show to the Court as ^follows: 

’ ', . That petitioners are the duly ap.pointed and acting amici curiae

having been so appointed by this Court by order of July 29, 1968. .

That heretofore, the Court on July 18, 1968 entered an order 

on Courthouse and Courtroom procedures and publicity and on July 23, .

1968, entered an amendment to said order. Further, under date of July 

30, 1968 supplemented said orders prohibiting and enjoining the perpe- . 

.tration of certain specific acts in connection with publication given . 

instant case including, but not limited to, making extra judicial ■ ,

statements about this case which involve (5) M-— or the treatment, acts 

and attitude of the defendant-----” and all other statements which may be 

prejudicial to a fair trial by an impartial jury in this case, whether ' 

specified herein or not.------------------------- > ’ ‘ . . .

. That there appeared in the Commercial Appeal, a newspaper of 

Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee under date of Thursday morning, 

September 12 ,'"1968 'an article headed."Ray security called danger to his 

’sanity"’ under the byline of Charles Edmundson in which Renfro T. Hays, . 

an investigator, and Arthur B. '. Hanes, Esq., the attorney for the 

defendant, arc quoted, a copy of said item is attached hereto and made 

Exhibit'A to this petition. ’

. Under date of Thursday, September 12,-1968 there appcarcdlin the 

Memphis Press Scimitar an item headed "Hanes has ’no plans’ for delay” under 

the byline of Roy Hamilton in which Arthur B. Hanes, Sr., attorney oi
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record for the defendant is quoted', a copy of said newspaper iten is - ’" 

attached hereto as Exhibit B. „ . . ■ •

The respondents, Charles Edmundson, Roy Hamilton, Renfro T. Hays 

and Arthur B. Hanes, Sr., had actual knowledge 'of the aforesaid orders 

and injunctions issued by the Court. . .

. ’ Petitioners believe and, therefore’, aver that respondents are in 

contempt of the orders and injunction of this Court and that they should 

be cited in contempt thereof or be’ required to show.cause why^they should 

not be held in co.ntempt of this Court. .

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONERS PRAY: ’ ’

1. That proper process issue demanding Charles Edmundson, Roy 

Hamilton, Renfro T. Hays and Arthur B. Hanes, Sr., to appear before this 

Court and show cause, if any they^have, why they should not be adjudged 

in contempt of this Court and its orders and upon hearing of said cause that 

the Court enter such other orders as may'bc/pwer in thp premises^Z

• 

• *

•

A TRUE, CORY . ATTEST,...
■ DATE: ^h 

NAMES 
CRIMINAL COURT CLERK*

• ... jjuwus e. BUR9H/ jr. , ‘Attorn^ Ayui?

. ( Z/7aLaN HANOVER, ATTORNEY AT LAW

C^W^^ EY AT LAW

JMS D. CAUSEY, ATTORNEY\AT LAW

O>LEXy BEARMAN, JR.-, ATTORN AT LAW

DON OWENS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

-2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



STATE OF TENNESSEE : "

COUNTY OF SHELBY ’ ’

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned notary public, 

the aforementioned petitioners, who state that they have read the fore­

going petition and that the facts contained therein are true to the best 

of their knowledge, information and belief. ...'“• . ;

NOTARY PUBLIC .-

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

FIAT’. ’•

TO THE CLERK OF THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE:

File this petition and issue scire facias upon the petition order­

ing the respondents, 

Arthur B. Hanes, Sr.

Charles Edmundson, Roy Hamilton, Renfro^. Hays and 

to appear before this Court on the 2.7 day of
, 1968 at ^T^—'clock to show cause why they

■should not be adjudged in contempt of this Court for violation and dis­

obedience of the Court's orders.

JUDGE

A TRUE C02X ATTEST 
DATE:
NAME!
CRIMINAL COURT CLERK
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: • Ray’s Attorneys - 
; Still Planning ■
7 Trial Nov. 12

. By ROY HAMILTON ' 
. - Zn»Sci,|jtxmi(W^w

The defense for James 
Eart Ray. accused killer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, has 

'j "no plans" to seek a post- s 
ponemen; of his trial sched-' - 
uled Nov. 12 in Memphis, " 

- Arthur J. Kanes Jr. said to- \ 
day- ■• !

“So far as I know we wilt 
■ be ready to go on the 12th,” - 

said Hanes, whois assisting • 
. his father. Arthur J. Hanes, 
‘ ■- in Ray's defense. •;
; REPORT ’ ’ I

: It had been earlier report- •
' • ed that the senior Hanes had 

“intimated” in a Birming- 
. ham interview ‘ that Ray 

might no: be able to stand ' 
' trial in November because 

his health was being Jcop- - 
ardized by intensive security • 
measures in his Shelby '• 
County Jail celt. -

Hanes Sr. was in court on 
' another matter but his son,. •,. 

when asked about the report, ; 
- - said, “Some things are read 

into statements that are ■ 
■ quite often only in th^eyes ■ 

of the beholder. I -know of no 
plans to ask for a continu- . 
ance.” -i

r

4

COMPLAINT
The younger Hanes did 

' confirm, that Ray had com­
plained about conditions in 
his cell and he said it was 

. possible that a written mo­
. non may be Med next week 

asking for relief.
The defense lawyers are 

due back in Memphis
_ -Wednesday to inspect items 
> of physical evidence accu- 
l mutated by the state for use 

in the prosecution. The de­
. lense won access to the 

state's evidence in a hearing
- last week in Judge W. Pres­
t ton Battle's court.
‘ QUOTED
( In the earlier report.
* Har.es Sr, was quoted as say­

ing that Ray has undergone 
"enough to bug anybody" 
during his-confinement. lie 
said Ray has had two guards 
"breathing down his neck 2-t 
hours a day" and sometimes 
has to cover his eyes against 
the bright hgiits "shining on 
h.m nigh; a.-.d day” in order 
to sleep.

Hanes charged that the se­
curity setup surrounding

X-d

> 
t 
t

• <

i

1 4

EXHIBIT B
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THE COMMERCIAL’ APPEAL, MEMPHIS THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 12, 1968

.Ray Security '- 
, Called Danger 
] ' Ta His ‘Sanity* 
| By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

r

•Ray, charged with slaying Dr. 
Martis Lather King Jr., is so 
threatened by security meas­
ures in force at. the Shelby 
County Jail that he may not be 
able to stand trial as scheduled 
Nov. 12. a private detective 
employed by Ray's attorney 
said last night.

Renfro T. Hays. 40-year-old 
investigator with offices in the 
Commerce Title Building, 

- compared some of the condi­
tions in Ray’s cell with "de- 

. vices used by Communist po- 
' lice agents to destroy the 
--health and balance of their 

■^yictias."

f Hays spoke of bright lights ' 
• ■kept shining night and day, of 

television cameras constantly 
monitoring the prisoner and of 
and uninterrupted lack of • 
privacy. I

- . Arthur -Hanes. Ray’s attor-1 
’ zey, complained of the same 
- items to Criminal Court Judge 
,W. Preston Battle in a prelimi-

: nary hearing Friday. Mr.
Hanes was instructed to put ■ 

- his complaint in writing. The 
’’written complaint is expected 

, ~ to be argued at another hear-
*\.logV/ednesday.
2 . Mr. Hays said, his work in 
- interviewing prospective wit- 
' .nesscs has been easief since

■Judge Rattle Friday repeated 
' his caution that a court order 

restricting publicity is not to 
interfere with the right of wit- 

- cesses to talk to attorneys for 
the prosecution or thi defense.

. . Interviewed by telephone in ■ 
.‘.’Birmingham, Mr. Hanes said

only he will have his motion ; 
asking security changes ready!

• Wednesday. In court Friday 1 
- ’ Mr. Hanes charged the condi­

tions "constitute cruel and un­
usual punishment.’-'

Mr. Hays said he does not 
think the conditions criticized

/
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in Ray’s cell result from inte; 
tiosal persecution.

. "I don’t for a moment think 'Jc
‘ Sheri" Bill Morris is trying to}j< 

drive this guy cut of his mind, d- 
But it’s the effect of this type

*

j.

. cl 8t;M;1.I«r.« that ■counts.

| 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

- STATE OF TENNESSEE

•VS • 1

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias

PILED.
MOTION ^« A. BLACK'

No. 16645 
(Murder).

CLERK

D. C

. ■■ " . -Comes the Defendant in the above captioned cause; by ’

, and through his Attorney of Record, and.respectfully shows unto

this Honorable Court as" follows:

1. Defendant has been incarcerated in the Shelby County,

.Tennessee jail awaiting trial in the above captioned cause since

July 19, 1968 to and through the present. *

2. From the time of his incarceration, to and through 

the present, Defendant has been constantly and continuously illu- 

abated .by high powered lights and has been continuously sur- ’ 

veilled by television cameras and microphones which are received 

in the office of the Sheriff of Shelby County, Tennessee.

3. No other prisoner in Shelby County or throughout the 

free wor.ld is so illuminated and_survoilled.

.4. The presence of said illumination and surveillance 
■»*•***• i_. — -it. nii ' ~ '*" — ' ~

has deprived Defendant of the opportunity to rest or sleep and 

has a tendency to cause Defendant to be nervous and disturbed 

and constitutes an electronic form of cruel and unusual punish- 

ment. . .

“5/‘ The' presence of such illumination and surveillance 

further provides an unwarranted and undatable opportunity for 

illegal identification and/or lineup of Defendant for the pur­

pose of refreshing or suggesting recollection of Defendant to 

potential material witnesses in this cause.
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WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED the Defendant respect

fully prays 'this Honorable Court to issue an order directing

the Sheriff of Shelby County, Tennessee to cease and desist

■ from the use of television lights, cameras and microphones, to

constantly surveille Defendant, and if Defendant be mistaken '
’ - i'i

in this prayer, he respectfully moves this Honorable Court to

issue such further and different order as it may deem meet and

proper to remedy the ill herein -alleged.

Respectfully submitted

'• cA^torney for Defendant

-CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE • -

I hereby certify that I have this y of Septembe

1958, served a copy of the foregoing Motion, by hand, upon the 

.Attorney for the State of Tennessee in this case.

__:____ .-.___ „___ Attorney for Defendant
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Routing Slip
W (Rev. >31-67}

TOs SAC,

(Copies to Offices Checked)

Pl Albany
Albuquerque 

Q Anchorage 
Q Atlanta 
Q Baltimore 
Q Birmingham

Boston
Q Buffalo 
Q -Butte 
Q Charlotte 
11 Chicago

Cincinnati
Cleveland 

r3 Columbia 
□ Callas 
□ Denver 
nn Detroit 
O £1 Paso 
E~j Honolulu

Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
•Jacksonville
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Bas Vegas 
DUtle Rock 
Los Angeles 
M^A. 

£® MewSlFj

I Milwaukee 
F l Minneapolis 
Q Mobile 
Fl Newark 
f l New Haven 
Q New Crleans

New York City 
Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
Ct. Boals 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Han 
Savannah 
.Seattle 
Springfield ■"

Tampa
Washington Field 
Quantico

TO LEGAT:
Bern 
Bonn 
Buenos Aires 
Hong Kong 
London 
Manila 
Mexico. D.F■ 
Ottawa 
Paris 
Rom®
Santo Domingo 
Tokyo

Date isntfioherJVl^L.
RE:

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

. Retention For appropriate
"Far information f~l optional O action F^) Surep. by. - - .........

p The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future .report, Q conceal 
all sources, Q paraphrase .contents.

m Enclosed are ‘corrected pages from report -of A A . .... . . .................... - -.......... -
dated

Remarks:

Enc. (l)

Buflle 44 -
Drfile 44 „

38861 
1987
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September 25, 1968 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXXXXX RCMP REPORT 
MONTREAL

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
8/30/68

XX (D) REL/hdc

Please see note on page two.
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NOTE: On September 16, 1968, Mr. Robert Owens was
advised by SA Richard E. Long that one George 
McMillan, who is a free lancerwriter and one 
Laughlin McDonald a Civil Liberties~Union Attorney 
on leave of absence, are writing a ^ook con - 
cerning James Earl Ray. McMillan and McDonald 
are allegedly interested in interviewing Melba 
Ray, the sister of James Earl Ray, and they are 
also interviewing numerous people in the Quincy, 
Illinois area.

Mr. Owen was also advised that it was re - 
ported that Humprey Ward had purchased the rights 
to James Earl Ray's memoirs and Ward and one J.B. 
Stoner are paying Ray’s attorney’s fees to Attorney 
Haynes.
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RCMP
GRC 6880

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE -.GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA

OTHER FILE REFERENCES: 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:

DIVISION date wFJO AK M
SUB-DIVISION - SOUS-DIVISION

DETACHMENT-DhACHEMENT

■Mtreai ClB-JIS

RCMP FILE REFERENCES: 
REF. DOSSIERS GRC 

63. ^-?H- -60 
680-193-1? 
635*^-793-107 
?C«i 26 JULI 63

-C237
REV. 1-4-64

RE:
OBJET: LT. Martin Luther SXBG - Murder of 

Assistance to P.B.X.

f* Further to para /2 of PCM dated 26 JULI 68, Information
W awaited from the Pastel ^epartneut.

*• . , * Further to para y7 of PCS dated 26 JULI 63, infarction
•aa received fro a tea B0TAL BAN! that BAX with aliases la not known to have 

a? account or safety deposit box at any branches W this bank on the 
islead of Kontr al.

3.J.1.1
OCi JO SEPT 69

(J.l.B. PU**^
1-0 JTte-ClB- 315

(M.F.T. Power) A9#16 
Montreal Claris

1110 W. *^.,. wl^i^ T Jtta'Wai 

your i 631? -791-^-60

I'OxILLuwLDe You will bo further advised..

MOLflBSAL
6 SBP 63

J,?, ^ucixesi.oau, las, 
^Officer i/c C,I.B,

J
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

September 10, 1968

our 9-4-68

XXXXX a memorandum 
Seattle

8-22-68

XXX (B) RttjjM
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SAC, Memphis (44-38861) September 6, 1968

Director, FBI
> Mr. Long

MURKIN

Re Seattle letter to the Bureau dated 8-22-68.

Enclosed for your Information is a copy of a
self-explainatory LBM received from Seattle. This LHM 
is being disseminated to the Department.

Enclosures (2)
REL:jms
<4)
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Ne.

~ t

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Seattle, Washington 

August 22, 1968

RE: HOWARD PHILLIP ETHRIDGE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING

On August 16, 1968, Howard Phillip Ethridge, 
inmate, Whitman County Jail, Colfax, Washington, stated 
that on August 13, 1968, he was hitchhiking from Walla 
Walla, Washington, to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Ethridge 
stated that he was picked up by two girls outside 
Walla Walla, Washington. He stated that near Colfax, ■ 
Washington, he produced a gun and threatened the two 
girls. Ethridge stated that he told the girls that he had 
killed two policemen and wounded other men and that he 
had also participated in the assassination of Kennedy and 
the killing of Martin Luther King. Ethridge stated that 
he made this comment only as a means of scaring the two 
girls. He stated that he has never harmed anyone and is 
definitely not capable of killing anyone. He stated 
that he has no knowledge of the assassination of Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King other than what he has seen in 
newspapers. Ethridge stated that he thought that by. 
making such a statement it would frighten the girls into 
cooperating with his’ demands and that he made the statement 
for no other purpose.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, SEATTLE (26-26371)(RUC)

8/22/68

.HOWARD PHILLIP ETHRIDGE 
ITSMV

00: BUTTS

Re Seattle airtel to the Bureau dated 8/16/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of an 
LHM suitable for dissemination. Enclosed for Butte 
are 2 copies of LUM and 9 copies each of FD-302’s 
reflecting interviews with Officers MADDOX, THOMPSON and 
BERRY, Pullman Police Department, Pullman, Washington, 
and with subject.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Bureau (Encl 4) 
.Butte (Encl 38)

2 - Seattle
JTD:asd 
(6)
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5*94 (Sjv, 141-13) 
«n>OHAl iou ho. io 
MAT 1002 COITION 
©SA Mm. ho. NO. >7

5010-10*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO ■ Assistant Attorney General date: August 30, 1968 

CXV1I* RIGHTS DIVISION

from ; Director^ FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference Is made to our memorandum dated 8/28/68 
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special 
Agent ________________________________________ dated ________________________
at .

A- ED This covers the preliminary investigation and 
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken 
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. .

, 'B. I X 1 The investigation is continuing and you will 
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

c« ED The investigation requested by you has now 
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in­
quiries will be .made by this Bureau.

B. Il Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart­
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless 
specifically directed by the Department.

E. II Please advise whether you desire any further in­
vestigation.

•F. I I This is submitted for your information and you 
will be advised of further developments.

G- I I This is submitted for your information and no 
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re­
quested by the Department.

H. I I This covers the receipt of a complaint and no 
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 
so directs.

Enc * Enclosed are copies of 27 reports of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted police In this natter. Copies of these reports 
are also being furnished to the Crlnlnal Division.
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CRIMINAL DIVISION
September 4, 1968

ATTENTION! Mr. Vinson

ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

XXXXX a memorandum 
Memphis

8-28-68

XXX (B) M:jM

NOTE: Attached is one copy each of motions filed by Hanes 
anOanes, attorneys for James jarl Ray,
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
September 4, 1968

ATTENTION: Mr. Pollak

ASSASSINATION OP 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

XXXXX a memorandum 
Memphis

8-28-68

XXX (B) BELjjas

NOTE: Attached is one copy each of motions filed by Hanes i 
and Ranes, attorneys for James Earl Ray.
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8/28/68

AIRTKL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed tor the Bureau Is one copy each of the
tollowing motions filed by Hanes and Hanes, attorneys for 
the defendant:

^$. Motion to produce firearms, automobiles, 
records, etc., pertaining to this case 
which are now in the possession of the 
attorney for the State.

I 2. Motion for leave to withdraw plea and 
to quash indictment for carrying a 
dangerous weapon.

3. Motion for leave to withdraw plea and 
to quash Indictment for murder

The Court has made no ruling on these motions.

^- Bureau (Enos. 3) 

2 - Memphis 
JCHJap 
(6)
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS. No. 16645
(Murder)

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias r

^T’BwSSlTc®
MOTION TO PRODUCE '

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This 

Honorable Court to require the attorney for the State to produce 

। to the attorney for defendant, and-allow him to inspect and/or

duplicate, books, papers, documents or tangible objects obtained 

from or belonging to the defendant or obtained from others which 

are in possession of, or under the control of the attorney for 

the State or any law enforcement officer, including, but not

i limited to the following, to-wit:

• 1. Any firearm or other weapon belonging to defendant or

4 allegedly used in committing the crime charged.

• 2. Any automobile allegedly owned or operated by defendant

and any and all objects found therein.
j 3. Records of or documents pertaining to any hotel, motel,

rooming house or other purported place of residence, temporary 

or permanent, of defendant or others.

4. All photographs purportedly shoving defendant or others 

■ sought in connection with the crime herein charged.

, 5. Any and all penal records and files of defendant,

including any and all medical, optometric, or psychiatric reports

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



contained therein or produced while defendant was in custody 

of any authority.

6. Any and all military records of defendant, including 

results of medical, optometric,or psychiatric tests and results 

of proficiency tests.

7. Passports, visas and applications therefor.

8. . Records of entry and exit to and from this or any other 

country.

9. Documents, records or objects pertaining to transpor­

tation of or travel by defendant.

10. Evidence and test fingerprints of defendant.

11. Any sets of fingerprints used or displayed in any search 

for defendant.

12. Any fingerprints of defendant or other persons found 

on tangible objects named or produced herein.

13. Ballistic and weapons tests and reports thereof.

14. Expended slugs from a firearm, or fragments thereof.

15. Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expended or un­

expended.

16. . Maps, papers or other objects purportedly used or 

handled by defendant. * ;

17. Logs and records of calls made over the radio network 

of any law enforcement agency of Shelby County, Tennessee, during 

the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5, 1968.

18. The names ^nd addresses of all witnesses for the State 

in this cause.

19. Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed 

to or purportedly made by defendant and any and all statements

-2-
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made in the presence of defendant to which note of his 

reaction was made.

20. Autopsy and 

victim of the crime 

21. The minutes 

this casQ. 

* 

a

9

toxicologists reports concerning any alleged 

charged herein. '

and notes of Grand Jury proceedings in

Respectfully submitted. 

Attorney fo&r defendant. y

£ .hJ ^j^ (to ^ ^^^r^t

-3-
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iNJfHl^C&IinNA OP SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

■ vs;

FILED^___ £i_£2.
J. A. BLACKALL, CLERK

NO. 16819 BY. D. C.

(Carrying a dangerous weapon)
JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS,

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA 
AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves 

This Honorable Court for leave to withdraw the plea here­

tofore entered, and if that be granted, defendant further 

moves that the Indictment heretofore filed be quashed and 

as grounds therefor assigns the following:

1. Defendant was brought within the geographical 

jurisdiction of this court from England by virtue of 

proceedings under an international extradition treaty 

with Great Britain, to face only the charge of murder.

2. The Indictment in the present case charges defen­

dant with carrying a dangerous weapon with the intent to go 

armed.

3. Said charge is not one with which defendant was 

charged in the proceedings for his extradition from Great 

Britain, thereby rendering This Honorable Court without 

jurisdiction to hear, try or proceed further with this case.

Respectfully Submitted

HANES & HANES (/ 
Attorney for Defendant

W4 CP^y W7 T^a^ SMWD A c^y ^
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

v§-

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias.

No. 16645 
(Murder). ..

FILED______ ____________________
J. A. BLACKWELL, CLERK

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA 
AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT

-Comes now the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This 

Honorable Court for leave to withdraw his plea heretofore 

entered and, if that be granted, defendant further moves that 

the indictment heretofore returned in this case be quashed and 

as grounds therefor assigns the following:

1. There have been written reports, articles and publi­

cations in magazines, newspapers and books of wide and general 

circulation published and distributed within the juridiction 

of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee and throughout 

the United States concerning defendant, the alleged crime 

committed and the purported victim thereof, said reports, articles 

and publications being calculated to and having the effect of 

creating widespread public excitement and animosity toward crimes 

of the type herein alleged and toward the defendant and his 

alleged crime in particular.

2. Radio and .television networks and stations within the 

- jurisdiction of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee 

and throughout the United States have from, to-wit, April 4, 1968, 

until the present date, by way of both regular and special program­

ming, frequently and continually broadcast programs and parts
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thereof which so canonized and so depicted the .victim of the 

crime herein charged, and so described the crime and defendant 

herein charged that widespread public outrage and hatred have 

been generated toward any person charged with the crime alleged 

herein and toward this defendant in particular.

3. Said publications and broadcasts have been so pervasive 

and widespread within this jurisdiction and throughout the 

entire United States that most if not all prospective jurors 

chosen within the jurisdiction of this court or within the juris­

diction of any court throughout the United States will have read 

and/or heard the said prejudicial matter on many occasions and 

will have been repeatedly exposed to published matter tending to 

influence public opinion in favor of defendant's guilt and tend- 

ing to remove the presumption of innocence which must accompany 

him to trial.

4. Defendant has not had opportunity to confront or cross- 

examine the persons who have published and broadcast said 

prejudicial matter or the persons who revealed information upon 

which said publications and broadcasts were purportedly based, 

and has had no opportunity to rebut said publications and broad­

casts; further, that said publications and broadcasts have 

represented as fact matters which are controverted and contro­

vertible and prejudicial matters which are not relevant to or 

admissible in the trial of this case.

5. The above stated publications and broadcasts, as shown 

in part by the exhibits attached hereto and hereby incorporated, 

have created such widespread prejudicial publicity that defendant

\
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™.T™ha^.)5eenL^f^^ precluded from receiving a fair and im­

partial trial within any jurisdiction.

Respectfully submitted.

-3
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Prison identification picture of James Earl Ray was taken in 1966. An escaped convict, 
career of crime, fl is first arrest came at an early age, and his last known crime was the mui

Has vanished into 'thin air’ in spi
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