
NOTE:

Attached is one copy of State of TenneMtre's response 
to motion of attorneys for James Earl Ray for a new triLal., 
Pursuant to Instructions of Mr. D. Robert Owen, no dissemination 
of reports or documents will be made to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., 
State Attorney, Shelby County, MempPis, Tennessee, unless 
speifically advised by the .Department,
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE I . -

VS- I - NO..-16645

JAMES EARL RAY I

Defendant. r

■ Motion to strike

• Comes now Phi M. Canale, Jr., District Attorney 

Geenral for the Fif^enhn Judicial Circuit of Tennessee, and 

moves the Court to strike and hold for naught the Motion of 

the defendant, Jaimes Earl Ray, enniteed "Amended and Suppie­
mental Motion for a New Trial" and any incorporaeos therein 

;purporting to be a Motion for a New Trial in this cause and in 
support thereof would show: -

' , I
. For answer to the Motion of the defendant herein, 

. State of Tennessee hereby denies each and every'allegation of 

fact as weei as the conclusion of facts and law allied in the 

said Motion. ' .

II

State of Tennessee would further show that the de­

fendant, Jarnes Earl Ray,, pleaded guilty on March-10, 1969, in 

Divisoon III of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennes- 

sec. • '

„ That at the entry of the guilty plea and for some

time prior thereto, the defendant, James Earl Ray was repre-

sented by h.U personally selected and retanned counsel, Percy 

Foreman, a cony of the minute entry of November 12, 1968, re- 

feectnng the employment of Percy Foreman by the defendant.
Jaimes Earl Ray, is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.
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. That the defendant, James Earl Ray, in person and^ 

through his attorney, filed a Petitoon' for waiver of trial and

request for acceptance of plea of guilty, a copy of Which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

An Order authorizing waiver of trial accepting plea 

of guilty-was entered by Judge W. Preston Baatle, the prodd­

ing judge on March 10, 1969, a copy of which is attached hereto 
as Exh^t 3. - .

The defendant, James Earl Ray, was extensively and 

■ comprehensively examined.by the Honorable W. Preston Battle, 

presiding judge, before the entry of the gu^ty plea, a certi- 

.Hed copy of th° taanscript of the interrogation by Judge 

baatle is attached hereto as Exhhbit 4.

. ' That a jury was cmpannled, sworn, evidence of wit­

nesses presented, stipulators, and a plea of guHay was 

.entered in the presence of the jury and the jury verdict ap­

proved the guuity plea as to the State's recommendatonn of 

ninety-anne (99) years crnfinement in the State Pernteitiary 

at NatSh^lle■, Tennessee, to the ofeense of Murder First Degree, 

. and the defendant, James Earl Ray, was sent:rnced by the'Pre­

siding Judge IV. Preston Baatle, a certi^d copy of the minutes 

of Divisoon III of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Ten- 

nrssrr, so rrflectiig, is attached hereto as Exhibit 5.

' - ’ The State of Tennessee moves the'Court to strike the

■ defendants Motion and any incorpora^s thereto on the grounds

- that there is no Motion for a New Trial foom a guilty plca.

piTTiE"M. CaMALB, jR^/"* (J 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STATE OF TENNESSEE
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TUESDAY

. j Thereupon the Hon. W. Preston Bootle, Judge, assumes the 
haO‘to..olt: • '

5STATE OF TENNESSEE
|VS 2-16645, 16819
IJAMES EARL RAY, aka

MURDER

NOVEMBER 12, 1968

Bench, whereupon the following proceeding were

FIRST DEGREE & CARRYING A DANGEROUS WEAPON

1
*

• I ■ Comes the Attorney Gencsel on the part ofthe State and the defendant' ir proper person and by counsels of .
I record, Mr? Arthur Hanes, Sr., & Mr. Arthur Hanes, Jr., ’whereupon there comes on t;o be heard the Attorneys’ .. • \ |

, |Motion to be al0owrd t;o withdraw from the above causes., which Motion having been fully heard and underwood t. |
‘ I by the Court i.s GRANTED, whereupon it is ordered by the Court that the names of Arthur Hanes, Sr., and Arthur |

IKenes, Jr., be removed fom the Jackets in the above causes, and the name of Mr. Percy Foremon, be substiuuecd
I in their stead. . . ’ ' . ' ' " . • ■ . -' I

/

J STATE OF TENNESSEE' 

|VS 2-166’45, 26819 
■ 'IJAMS EARL RAY; aka

MURDER FIRST DEGREE & CARRYING A DANGEROUS WEAPON

| • Comes the Attorney Cenrral or the part-of the State and .the defendant .ir proper person and by counsel of ■ 
|record, Mr. Percy Foremen, whereupon there comes on to be heard, the defendant's Motion for First Continuorce, ' 
|which Motion having been bear'd and fully con.sidered by the Court is.GRANTED, whereupon it Pis ordered by the '
I Court that the causes be reset t;o March 3, 1969, for trial. (Order to be entered later). - ‘ ‘

EX
H

IB
IT

 1

Whereupon Court adjourned until'tomorrow morning at 9:30 o’clock:
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I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,

co hereby certify that the foregoing...—......ONEHL- --- -----------------pages of writing contain 2 full, 

- , ( , the first continence application and changing of attorneys
complete, true anc perfect copy of ^ifeij^s:^^^ the case of the State or

. Tennessee, vs. , . ’ Docket No... 16645.------ --

< ■ JAVES EARL RAY ' ’ '
\ w«««««»*«»»»<«K««»«»»«....«■«.■.«...«...».«......«....   — —.^^»^ tfi-T-n-rnntr-f-uiTiiinnimiirimiiiiiiiriiri iiiiiHirnntiriniiniliinininrniiuntinjutirrniiififrnTiMrrrim

b&rnett for_JS^^_________ _____________________ 1_____ _ __________

as the same now appears on file:, and of record in my office. , ;

. ■ . .WTNESSS my hand and the seal of said Court, at offcd in Memphis,

K'S.a.HOLD'1'* .»AC!«i - Mortis.
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EXHIBIT' 2

IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHiELSY COUNTY, 
/ DIVISION 11J„ *

NO. 16645

JAMES BARLRAY
DEFENDANT -

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF’ TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR 
ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY • ’

That ny true nui name its JAKE^ARLdRAY_ and I assert that ■
ail proceedings against mc should be had in the name' which I hereby declare

• . My attorney in the cause is n _.PERCY JOReMAN_____________, who
lececd and retened by me,/who was appointed by the Court nkxw^aotj, to 
me in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public.Defender,

was se- 
represen

\ • :, I have received a copy of the i:ndicmsrt before being caiecd upon 
and I have read and discuseed it with my attorney, and believe and feel that 

■ stand the accusation mode against tcc in this case and in each case lScSed he 
. hereby waive the formal reading of t;he ilnd^cmle•rt. - -- - *

to bleed 
: under'

;\. ■ I have told my attorney the facts and surrounding cfi'umisPrises as known 
to me corcerr.rng the matters mentioned in the indictments, .and behove and feel tha

‘ ‘ my attorney is fully fomed as to all such mutters. My attorney has formed me
st and caUse of each accusation against me, and as to any and all
possible defenses I might have in this cause

My attorney has advised mc as to the punishment provided by law for the 
ofec'nses charged and embraced in the irdictKent against nc. My attorney has Author 
advised that punishment Which the law provides for the crime With which I on charged 
in the i^n^'ememt its as foioows: ' ■ . ' < . ’

* Geah^y eacCxoCCJtl^n„.af^afinl<mercJnJia SaCa^eriCcrtayl^

■ -lfe.—or—for.-some.—perirdL.af.Cime rvsruwsrcx(20)<ysprs

■ and if accepted by’Jthe Court and Jury my sercenie on a plea of guilty will be:

confinemenX-JnJhe-Staje Penitent^^:JOr ninety-nxne yearsJ99)

plead
Guilty

It has ' 
’Not GUilty

been "fully explained to me and I Understand that I may, if I so ch.oos
;ny offense charged again and that if I choose to blesd "lot

■” the CorriitutOon guarantees and this Court Will provide me the righ
and public trial by jury; the right to see and hear all shtneesscs against mc; the righ 
to use the power and process of the Court to compai the production, of sty ■svidSris, 
including the atSendaris of any witness, in my fevor; and the right to have the assis­
tance of counsel in my defense at all stages of the proceedings. %

dy

Defendant

"ressure of any kind or promises of gain or favor from any sou: 
uny aware of the ^tion I am taking, I do hereby in open C6U

guilty to the charges rutlrscd herein; • I hereby waiv 
to a Motion for a New Trial, ahd/or, an appeal

In the exercise of my own free will and choice and without 'any threats o':
atsoever
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I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Cours of Shelby County,Tennssee,

do hereby certify that the foregoing.------------- ONEJl)—------- --------- pages of writing contain a full,

Petition for Waiver of Trial and Request for Acceptance of Plea of Gxuity 
complete, true and perfect copy of ^C^^s^^®^ in the case o: the State of

Tennessee, vs. Docket No—.iS645.
JAMES EARL RAY

MURDER FIRST DEGREE
IlnuinHMItMiMWHNMtHHiUMflHUHMUiinMIMIMIMMmXHinNMtMHMMHHIHMrHrrtMMMMMtMUHaM*

as the same now appears on file, and of record in my office.

- WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at offke in Memphis,

this, the..___JStL-.-day of_________ .MAY.___.____ .___ 19..X0..

SEAL

J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk

H&k.iAr ?ACiS w/4£M.'Ml$
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EXHIBIT 3

■ . IN THS CRINAL COURT 0? shelby county, tresses • ■ . ' .
. • DIVISION III # /

STATS 0? TENNESSEE ' ’ - .• •*' /7- 7 7. ■ ’ ’ <

• VS \ ; - - ■■/Vf/O^

JAME^earuray. •
DEFENDANT . ’ ■ , ’ ^ * ' \.. • ' v. . T - .

0RDER authorizing waivejr of trial and accepting
. • . ■ ” PLEA 0? GUILTY . , f

, . This cause.came on for hearing before the HM1<«•tblrR<>W.> ‘

‘ “PREST0I-BATTLS______ , Judge of D~visi°n-AI!..^ the 7 7

•</ Criminal court of Shelby County, Tennessee; on ^ petition of the <

- defendant, —JAMES,EARL.RAY ' , for Waiver if trial by Jury ’and ' .

y ? request for acceptance of 8 pltt of giilty, said petition being attached * *

. .hereto_ana incorporated by refeeence herein; upon statements made in ‘ T­

open Court by Ohe d^ent hsr•tio; his atto^ys^rSdrMl ^Snr■tetnt^a, 
AttonnyysGe^ral representing the State of Tennessee; and foee questioning * ' ’

, by the Court, of defandent and his counsel in opcn Court; and" ‘ ■

• ’ ’ ^ APPEARING T0 THE COURS' after careful cOosidrrttton that the • • • < ;

- dtfendtot herein has been fully advised and undersU’nds his right to a ”

trial by jury on the merits of the indictment against hie, and that the . : •

• defiant herein does ^t elect to have 3 jury determine his guUor ' . ’" J

. innocence un^r a plea of Not Guilty; and has'waived the formal reding ’

of the 'indictment, AND;. . * .

' ; IT m^K APPEAL T0 .HE COUR® ^ the defendant 1itril!^eit^y .

Ona undw.UnHngiy waives his right to a trio, and of his'CM free will 4sd ,

. ch^o and wthou an. threat, or pressure of any kind or proves, other '

. ^ ihe rcco.-aondatWn of the State as to prni.ta>ot5■ and dtey desire U ' 

er.Ur a plca of guxty and accept the r•rii;<Koeilst.Ooh of the state as to . 

.^nia^t/ u,^ his right to a M^on for , w Tia anAr sn a^a. ' ’ 

. . IT B THKSSPOKS, ORDER®, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the ^tlMoh

. /Hed herein, be ahd the somu is hereby-g^^^^^^ ■ ■ . " .

E^^ tht._-1^ ,w;
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EXHIBIT 4

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT. ON WAIVER AND ORDER ,

■ JUDGE "James Earl; Ray, stand." , • ■ ' '

.JUDGE ’Have your ‘lawyers explained all your rights to you and do

' " you undersannd them?” .

DEFENDANT "Yes" ' • • . . ' . - ' '

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the ' 

, ' . charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punish­
ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging foom Death by

. Electrocutonn t:o any time over twenty years? The burden of

' proof, is on the State of. Tennessee to prove you guilty be- ' -

: . yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de­

cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guuit- and 

. • .punishment? ’

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would
. . . - have the right t:o file a Motion for a New Trial addressed to

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against
■ ' . . you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right

. to successive appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-

. • ' peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee- and to file a pe- .

. t^ioon for reveew by the'' Supreme Court of the United States? 

Do you understand that you have.all these rights?"

• DEFENDANT ' "Yes" ’ - . ' . • ' ' '

JUJDGE "You are entering a plea of Guulty to Murder i.n the First

' ' ' Degree as charged iin the Indictment and are comtromtsing

. and setting your case on agreed punishment of aiaety-nine .

• ' years in the State Peniteat■iary. Is this what you want to '

. do?" ' . . • ' ' '

DEFENDANT "Yes" * ’ ' • ’ '

JUDGE "Do you uaderstand that you are waiving, which metns "giving

' ' . up",- a formal trial by your Plea of Guulty alhhough the laws .

of this State, require the prosecutonn to present'^rtain evi­

dence to a jury i.n all cases of Plcas of Guuity to Murder in 

the First Degree? -
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Page 2‘ ’
Voir Dire of Defendant.on Waiver and Order . ' .

~ . By your pica of guilty you are also wriving your rights

. ; . to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appeals to

the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Supreme

' . - Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for .Review by the Supreme -

Court of the United States. .

/ . By your plea ^f guilty you are also abandoning and 

waiving your objectoons and exceptions to all the Motions 

and Petitoons in which the Court has heretofore ruled against 

' . ■ you in whole or in part, among them being: ♦’

- 1. Motion to withdraw pica and quash indictment

\ 2. ’Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove lights and cameras foom jail

' . x 4. Motion for private consultatonn with attorney

5. Peeitoon to rlthoritc defendant to take depoostions 

6.' Motion to permit confetente with Huie ■

’ . ’ 7. 'Motion to permit photogra'phs ' . . .

. - • 8. Motion t:o designate court’reporters ’ ’ . .

; < 9. Motion to stppulate testimony ;

. ■ , 10. Suggeetion of proper name" ’ - /

DEPENDANT ’Yes" ‘ - ' . ’ .

JUDGE "Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in

- ’ the ptnittntirry been promised to you to. get you to plead .

guilty? Has anything else been promised yoFby anyone?" .

DEFENDANT "No" . * . ’ ; .

JUDGE .’Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in“any“way been

* used on you to get you to plead guilty?" ’
DEFENDANT "No" . .

JUDGE "Are you pltading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in '

this case because you kiiecd Dr. Mattia Luther King under ‘

• such cirlumsrintcs that would make you legally guHty of

‘ Murder in the First Degree under the law as explanned to

. ' you by your lawyers?" . ,

-,- .
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Vorr Dire

JUDGE

DEFENDANT

JUDGE

’ DEFENDANT

JUDGE

of Defendant on Waiver and Order

“is this Plea of GuUlty to Murder, in the First Degree with 

agreed punishment of ninetynnne years in-the State-Poni- 

eenniary, freely, voluntarily and understanding^ made and 

entered byyou?" . :
‘"Yes" - ■ * '

"Is this Plea of Guuity on your part the free act of your 
free Will, made with your full_ knowledge and understanding 

of its meaning and consequences?" . . '
"Yes" ’ • - / . .

"You may be seated."
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I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Sheiby County, Tennessee, 

co hereby certify that the foregoing.......>...,.....,....„':i.*..,...tt...(3.)...„.,.,.,........„.......„„„.,...I....p>agjes of writing contain a full, 

, , . , „InUeiroogation of defendant by Judge Satte ’
complete, true and perfect copy ox »iiOteE^^ in the case of the State ox

Tennessee, vs. ' . Docket No...... J.66’Z.„..___

JAYES EARL RAY ■

Indictment for_MUEEE.FS±.D^

as the same now appears on file, and of record in my office. '

’ . ■ ■ ' WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office, in Memphis,

this, the......,.,.12.th...„.„..,„Cay of.........................,..MAY.„t...,..„....„.,„....,...<19„Q.9,,.,

nO^t&AV W£$$ •MgM^is
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1 ’
1 IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

_ - DIVISION II .

STATE OF TENNESSEE X *

VS. ' I NO. 16645

JAMES Earl raY ■ ’ X ' • -

MEMORANDUM OF AUTHORITIES ON MOTION TO 
STRIKE DEFENDANT'S MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL

' The defendant, James E-arl Ray, having entered into a 

compromise snttn■emnnt of the First Degree Murder Indictment 

pending against him and agreed and stipulated to the recom­

mended punishment °c confinement for ninety-nine years in the 
State Penitnntiary and having submttted on a Plea of Guilty to 

verdict, sentence and judgment as agreed, now seeks revee'w and

reversal of sai.d judgment by Motion for New Trial and/or Appeal. 
The State feels that no such reveew is, available co 

the defendant under the -law.

The Supreme Court of the State of Tennessee in McIn- 
turf V. ^0^ 207T102; 338 SW2 561, held as follows: "Now we 

think it is axiomatic that the defendant, having confessed 

judgment for■finn and costs, had no right of appeal, nor did 

the Court have the power tn grant such an appeal, because no 

one can appeal either in a criminal or a civil case foom a ver­

dict on a plca of guilty or a judgment based upon confession, 

of liability. Therefore, th.e attempted appeal was a complete 
'unity...” ‘

' Along these same Innes it is stated in 4 Am Jur 2

(Appeal and Errors) at paragraph 271: ’A judgment in a criminal 

case which has been properly entered on a plea of guilty is, 

in offect, a judgment by confession, and ordinar^y cennet F

rev-wwed by appeal or error proceedings." It has been hell 
th^ when a gaulty plca is accepted and entered upon the
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records, it is a conviction of the highest order. State v. ' 

Heaton 337 Mo. 460, 85 SW2d 35. .

In Kercheval v. United States reported at 274 U.S. 

220, the Supreme Court of the United States stated as foliows: 

"Out of just consideration for persons accused of crime, courts 

are careful that a Plea of Guilty shall not be accepted unless 
made voluntarily after proper advice and with full understand­
ing of the consequences. ■ Wen one so pleads he may be held 
bound."

The State further contends that in an over abundance 

of caution the defendant was fully and completely advised and 

did exprtssly waive any right he might have had to a Motion 

for a Mew Trial md/or Appeal. ’ .

. ' In considering the questions-of waiver the Tennessee 

Supreme Court in State ex rel Barnes, vs. Henderson 423 SW2 497 

noted a page 502: "As a general rule, subject to certain ^x- 

cept^ns, any emnsitutionai or statutory right may be waived 

if such waiver is. not against public policy. In fact the trend 
• of modern authooity is in favor of the doctrnne ’that a party 

in a criminal case may waive irtegulrriites and rgghts whether 

einntitutional or statutory,•very much as in a civil erst.n
. Quoting further from 21 Am Jur 2 Criminal Law, 

paragraph 219, the Supreme Court noted: ’’Where a cmntitutoonal 

right accorded the accused is treated as waivable, it may be 

°aived by express consent, by faiuure to assert it in apt time, 

as by conduct inconsistent with a purpose t;o insist upon it." 

- In a very comprehensive opinion concerning Waivers, 
tho Supreme Court of Tennessee in State ex rel Lee v. Brown 

166 ? 669 at pagt 691 deHncd Waiver as: "the voluntary rc- 

lincuishment of a known right. It is a voluntary act and im- 

plcs an election to dispense with something of value, or to 

- forego some advantage which he might at his option have demanded
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and insisted upon." Citing from a leading case, In rc Cooper

95 N.Y. 512, the court further quoted-: "Is its very well set-

tCed that a party may waive a statutory and even a constitu­

tional provision made for his btnotit, and that having once 

done so he cannot afterward ask for its protection.’' Speaking 

further on that subject the Court held "The appellant is in 

this positon. lie participated as an ac^r in procuring the 
order'which he now seeks to set aside, and took his chance... 

To that end there was not only acquiescence on his part but in-
ttllitent and efficient dealnng with the matter and consent to 

the order. By this consent he mast be deemed to have made his ? 

tltction and should be held to it."

The State fuls that the defendant, James Earl Ray, 

made his choice t:o waive Motion* for New Trial and/or Appeal, 
and the State of Ttontssee having accepted his waiver proceeded 

at his requ^t to dispose of his murder indCctmtot under a.n. 

agreed and stipulated compromise setttemtot> did call and irt- 

stot witnesses and did disclose by stipulated facts its tntirt 
evidentiary ■case; therefore,, such tltctiin and-estoppel sWsn.sthon.s 

the waiver by which defendant, Ray, should be bound.

In.holding a defendant to be bound by his waiver of 

Motion for a New Trial and conventional Appeal, the Missouri 
Supreme Court in State vs. Pence 428 SW2 503 commented on the p
fact that the decision to waive motion for new trial was made 

by the defendant while represented by counsel and the record 
of the inquiry- by the Court and Counsel showed the defendant 

’ was aware, that his choice not to file a motion for a now trial 

would preclude a conventional appeal.

• In Bradford v. State 184 Tenn. 694, the Ttnntsste 

Supreme Court in sustaining the trial Courts dismissal of a

motion tor a now trial where the defendant faHod to appear

held: We are, accordingly, of the opinion that tho Cendant 

by his own act has waived the right to have his motion for a
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new trial considered and determined. His conduct was in legal. 
■ effect an abandonment of the prosecutoon of his motion.” ’ '

It would certainly appear foom a review of cases de­

cided by the Supreme Court of Tennessee as well as the United 

States Supreme Court that the right of waiver in criminal cases 

is acknowledged. Several such opinions in additoon to those 

heretofore refereed to are: State V- Simmons^ 199 T 479; Adams. 

V* United States ex rel McCann 317 U.S. 269; Patton Vs. United 

Sates 281 U.S. 276. .

’ . There are certain tleegttOons of fact in defendants
Motion’which are denied by the State which lend themselves to 

ptstconvictton relief rather than as grounds for a Motion for 

' New Trial. The aieegatonns and conclusions, even if true, 

would not be grounds for relief in a postconvictoon relief.

See Richmond vs. Henderson,.Tennessee Supreme Court, March 26, 

1969. However, as the defendant i.s attem'ptOng to pursue an 

aneged Appelate remedy, that: i.s, a Motion for a New Tria1 
under Trnnrssrr Code Annotated, Section 17-117, he wist ex­
haust those remedies before procredOng under pOstetnvietOon re­
lief as provided i.n Tennessee Code Annotated 40-3802. The de­

fendant has further failed to .comply .with Trnnrssr:r Code Anno­

tated 40-3804 of the ptstetnvietOon procedures.
On the above grounds it is therefore rrsperefully 

submitted that the defendant's Motion enniteed "Amended and 

Supplemental Motion for New Tria1 and inctrpo>rates ^emo'’ 

be dismissed as a matter of law.

_ Retpetetul1y submmtted,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL

NOTICE OF SERVICE • _

Copies of Petitoon co Strike and Memorandum of 
AuthGtitees delivered personaiy to attorney for defendant, 
Richard J. Ryan,, on May 13, 1969, at p.m.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1969

Court not pursuant to adjournment, the Hon. W. Preston Bttic, Judge, presiding; Whereupon the following 
codings were had W-wit: ‘ , . . . ■

STATE OF TENNESSEE
Ivs -B-Wtf '
I JANES SARL RAY,

MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE ’ " 'I

alias 
alii as

KRXC STARVO GALT 
JOHN WILLARD .
HARVEY LOWMEYSR 
HARVEY IOWMY2R

I

' , Comes the Attorney General on the part of the State and the defendant' in proper person and by counsel of ,.
record, Mr. Percy Foremen and Mr. Hugh Stanton, Sr. When to try the above cause there com.es a jury of good and i 
lawful men to-wit: .AMOS G. BLACK, JR., JOHN W. BLACKWELL, JAMES N. ABRAHAM, ROBERTS. ST. PIERRE, MXWR 
WILLAMSON, J. PAUL HOWARD, RIC.W LEE COUNSELLOR, JOE STOVALL, JR., JAMES R. PATE, JOHNNY SHAW, GUS CARXOTA, ' 
AND JAMES W. BALLARD, who were sworn well and truly to try.the issue of traverse heroin joined, a true deliver- •
ance make and a-true verdict render according to the law and evidence. Thereupon the defendant on being 
errsigne'd. at the bar of the Coru't and- charged on the bill of indcctrnent -plead GUILTY to same, and for his-trial ■ . 
but himself upon the Country and the Attorney General doth the like. Thereupon the Court proceeds with the 1
hearing-of testimony in the above cause, and after completion of testimony of five witnesses, and a lengthy -

I

tipul 
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cd statement by Assistant Attorney General Jaumes Beasley, the Jury upon their oath do say: WE THE JURY 
: DEFENDANT JAMES EARL RAY GUILTY OF MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE AS CHARGED IN THE INDICTMENT AND FIX HIS 
:NT. AT CONFINNE-NT for NINETY-NINE (99) YEARS IN THE STATE PENITENTIARY AT NASHVILLE. .

Thereupon the Court proceeds to pass sentence which is that he be taken by the Shceiff and remanded to 
d at the earliest convenience delivered to'the WARDEN OF THE STATE PENITENTAAYY, therein to be confined

st hard labor for a period of NINETY NINE YEARS, and that he pay the cost 6f this prosecutoon for which let ■ 
mittimus and execution issue. O/C 234 days Jalil Cc<dt. . ' .
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Whereupon Court adjourned until tomorrow morning at 9:30 o’clock. ‘ *
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I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

co hereby certify that the foregoing..........................9...'.~....(.....)................................^ of writing contain a fuh,

Guilty Plea
complete, true and perfect copy of sEcdcex^^^gK had in the case of the Sate °f

*
Tennessee, vs. Docket No.J66&—

JANES EARL RAY _ > -

Indictment for. MURDER FIRST DEGREE

as the same now appears on f^e, and of record in my office.

' • ■ WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at ofice in Memphis,

. this, the^J2**.....—day of.----------- -MAL-------------------19-69

SEAL

- nvUOAy MJ$S-M£M^W
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




