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" To:  .BAC; Memphis (44-1987)

*-Court, to determine date appaal filad by attorneya for
thmea Earl Bay._ - _ S )

AIRTEL

| " e/a0/75

T L -
. Pirector, ¥FBI _(44738861) - S

' Contact Frlnk Reid, Clerk Hemphis Diﬂtrict

. SuLHM vith:l.n 5 days of rece:lpt.

..l_\;,. . . . e

'ch.bap (4) o
' NOTE: Bupervisor Tom w:l.ueman, FOIA, advised that Waeh ington,

.

f5,4st c., attorney for. Ray hag: requested.Laboratory reports .
", in reference ‘to” this " inyestigation.. Attorney -indicated that -
-“;gppeal has been filéd with Clerk Hemphis District Court. B

S B :I.nstruct?d to conduct appropriate in‘l““‘? :'
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6/11/75
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
ATTENTION: MR, ALLEN
‘MURKIN
ny 4/8/15
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX an LHM
6/6/75 CINCINNATI
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6/6/175
AIRTEL

TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI {157-1893) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel dated 6/3/75,

Enclosed forithe Bureau are s?ﬁc copies of an IHM
concerning contact with the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
regaxding the appeal of JAMES EARL RAY,

{ )-Bureau (Enc. 6)
) -;Cincinnati

DHV:mw
(3)
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File No,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
| FEDERAB{HMSHHAOF , INHRT ICATION

n Repl]. Please Refer to me 6 [ 1975

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

Deputy Clerk, Sixth Circuit, United States Court of
Appeals, Cincinnati, Ohio, advised that a review of
court dockets and xecords of the Sixth Circuit failed
to disclose any notice of appeal by James Earl Ray's
attorney. Miss Xeller further advised that she will
contact the Cincinnati Office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI)}, upon xeceipt of notice of
appeal regarding Ray. '

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of

the FBl-ang is loaned to your agency:?
it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside youxr agency.

-1 - t
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Jo-li

AIRTEL
6/3/75
Tos SAC, Cincinnati (157-1893) | '
Fron: Director, FBI (44-38861) 1 - Hr. Lawn _

ReClairtel 4/2/75.

Recontact Chief Deputy Clerk Keller to determine
whether notice of appeal has been filed.

) SulHM within 5 days of receipt of this
communication,

JCL:bap (k)

NOTE: Ray's Attorney, Lesar, has indicated that appeal was
filed with 6th Circuit,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/8/71%
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

MURKIN

ny 4/7/75

x F. dCL\Jﬁ’\’
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) ) .o

Pa}’ 'S fiiermay 5 .
(lnd!cale p"ﬂe noxme of

d Rrsaal Ruing e o i 2 Soten

Attorneys for James Earl

Ray, convicted stayer of Dr. " l—— PAGE 2
Martin Luther Xing Jr,
have mailed notice to the reS
L U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of NBSIPI! II?T}I: =SS
, Appeals in Cincinnati that ’ vamanR

they are appealing U.S. Dist.
Judge Robert M. McRae'’s s
decision denying Ray a new —— MEMPHIS, TEXY
trial, ———— '
After a nine-day eviden-
tiary heering in November,
Judge McRae filed a written
opinion last moth t‘envmo a’
. new trial for Ray, who is
serving a $9-year seatence in
- the Wasnmﬂto‘. pemtent:azy
: for the April 4, 1968, slaying, .
Ray had contended that he '
was coerzod-by-his attoraeys ..
to pleading guilty on March
10, 1969 to the crime.

. . James Lesar of Washing-
. ton, D.C., one of Ray’s three o g
attorneys, said the notice of Date: Anbak 25 1995 .
. ' " the appeal was mailed yes- Edition:
terday. He said it would be CHARLES 1
. ‘about another month before Avthorz 1358 ‘L':: ! L
he would have the actual ap- Cditors SCHNEIDER
peal brief written up. Lesar Titles
said. however, that Le thinks :
the apprale-sgupt will re-
verse Judge McRae’s deci- . !
, . onandorder anew ticl. Choroctet:
. s (21
- Classtf. | .on:2
Sulmitur 3 Dftices: SEMPHIS
- D Heins favestiqated
: | ‘ !
H H
’ ' i
. - w—— R [ [ -
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477/
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
MURKIN
ny 7/2/74
) an LHM
4/2/15 CINCINNATI ‘
< 6. JCL|et
1
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4/2/15
AIRTEL

TO 3 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM ¢ SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKINg

Re Bureau alrtel dated, 3/28/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six coples of an
IHM concerning contact with the Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals regarding the appeal of JAMES EARL RAY,

'Z ~ Buxeau {Enc, 6)
1l - Cincinnati

DHV:xrbh
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. ¢ ®

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Cincinnati, Ohio
Toie ks Ploose Refer o 2pril 2, 1975

Re: JaMES BEARL RAY

On 2pril 2, 1975, Grace Xeller, Chief Deputy
Clerk, sixth Circuit, United States Court of Appeals,
Cincinnati, oOhio, advised that a review of Court Dockets
and Records of the Sixth Circuit failed to disclose any
notice of appeal forxwarded by Robert Livingston, James
Barl Ray's Attorney, or any of the attorneys for Ray.
Miss Keller advised that she has received several inquiries
regaxding the status of the appeal, but to date no notice
of appeal has been filed. Miss Keller further advised
‘that she will contact the Cincinnati Office of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, (FBI), immediately upon receipt
of notice of appeal regarxding Ray.

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI, It iz the property of

the FBXI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be
distributed ocutside your agency.

-1k -
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_at the time he entexed his guil

. information to support his allegations or to prove dhere

'Y e

Mr. Gebhardt - . o ppril 7, 1975

1 -~ Mr. Gebhardt
1 -~ Hr. Peslman
Q@ - #x. Lawn

1 = Mr. Hoora

1 ~ Mr, Deagan

0’. S. Paam

HUREIH

- Attachad for approval is s teletype to

SAC, Chicago, instyructing that Division to interview
Jesse L. Jackson to ascertain whether Jackson is in |
possession of any information to support allegations of a
conspiracy in the kiNing of Hartin Zuther Xing.

BACKGPOUND: Zhis is the case involving the nurder of

‘ Martin Luther RKing in Memphis, Tennessee, in
April, 1568. James Earl Ray had pleaded guilty in

State Court, Tennessee, and is presently serving a
3%-year sentence. . :

~ Ray had appealed hig conviction on grounds that
he was not properly represented or counsaled by his attorney
y plea in 1569,

© In FPeburary, 13%75, a Writ of Habeas Corpus vas
denied Ray in U. S. District Courty Wastexn Diastrict of

-Tennessea,

At 2 memorial msexvice for g in Memphis on
April 4, 1575, Jesse L. Jackson, latidpal President of
»PUst (People United to Save HNumanity) Kas quoted by Unlted
Press International (UPI) as saying: *I\believe that the
CIA was involved® and ... "that the BT \as involved
without & doubt.® To support his clafm, Nackson stated that
Mx, ¥oover lssusd inatroctions that the Puxeéau should,
*disrupt, discredit, ox otherwise neutralize the Civil
Rights movexent.® 3

An extensive investigation by this 2
indicated that Ray acted alcne and no evidence \yas
then, or has since besn develcped to support an
conspiracy theory. lowever, in view of Jackson'a
concerning a conspiracy, he should be interviewed :
determine whether he is in posseesion of any corrodprative

‘ﬁ: a conspixacy in the shooting death of Hartin Imther
e : :

Enclosure
44~38861 JCLibap (6) CONTINUED ~ OVER
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Merorandum to Mr, Gebhardt
RE: MURKIN

ACTION: Attached for approval is a nitel ixistrueting

the Chicago Division to interview Jesse L.
Jackson.

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PLAINTEXT TRLETYPR NITEL

APRIL 7, 1975
TO SAC CHICAGO (44-1114)
R FBI  (44-38861)

AT A MEMORIAL SERVICE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON
IVIL RIGHTS LEADER JESSE L., JACKSON WAS

CHICAGO SHOULD INTERVIEW JACKSON TO DETERMINE WHETHER
JACKSON IS IN POSSESSIOY OF ANY INFORMATION TO SUPPORT HIS
ALLEGATIONS OR TO PROVE NIAT THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY IN THE
SHOOTING DEATH OF MARTIN LMIHER KING.

FURNISH RESULTS OF INTENVIEW IN FORM SUITABLE FOR
DISSEMINATION,

JCL:bap (4)
NOTE: See Peelman to Gebhardt memo Qated 4/7/75,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




3/28/78
To: SAC, Cincinnati %
0(?\
| From:_ Director, FBI (44-38861) BTN
NURKIN |

‘ss . M
—’g"tﬁwe

On 2/27/76, U, 8. District Judge, WOT, Memphis
dc::;;l petition of J:.-u Eaxrl Ray for 2 writ ot'uubuﬂ ’

RBay's Attorsey, Robert livingston, indicated that
this ruling would be appealed to the 8th Circuit Court

of Appeals,

CX should deternine whether attorneys for My
have appealed this mtter to the 8th Circuit Court,

*

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

JCL:bap (5)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




R smamcr  MURKIN .

ST g e a/%1/78
| _- o : SF - ; .
LT DIB.ECTOB, FBI (44-33861) e
' mou sac, mms (44-1987) (m) L

'-',«

<

ST - On 2/27/75. U. 8. Diﬂtrict Judge ROBERT. M.

' HcRAE ‘JR., WDT, Memphis, Tenn., denied subjact JAHES;ARL
RAY's petition for a writ of habeas corpus, .RAY had -
previously uppealed to the 6th Circuit Court of ‘Appeals in & - :
an effort to obtain a new trial in state court. Him appeal Lo

" was based on the grounds that his attorneys, ‘partioularly-

. PERCY FOREMAN, had failed to préoperly represent him at the
' - time of his guilty plea to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

The 6th Circuit had ordered the District Court to grant RAY °

"’ an evidentiary hearing to detormine whether or not RAY bad

Ior the Bu!.‘eau 8 1n:tor=ation.< -

' been properly -represented. Judge McRAR in denying RAY's
. writ of habeas'c did in effect deny RAY W& the right
L to ‘a tr:lal on ‘the. eharge oi' hav:lng :mrdorod KING .

. L paprss attorney, ROBERT mnmsrmw, was overheard
'tolling telavision newsmen. that Judge McRAE's ruling would
be appealed to the 6th Circuit. This is baing furnished -

- : The Bureau 15 again remint!éd of. tho 1a,ct tha.t
there remains outstanding in the U. 8. District Court at -
-Birmingham; Alabama, a federal warrant charging RAY with ©
‘a conspiracy to violaté KING's c¢ivil rights.  The Bureau - . - - -
my desire to. discuss with the Department onoce again the R
deairability of di,smiﬂsing tha oompl.a;lni; a.nd varrant. T

3)as mm%&gueh' CQD okw‘&oj;

‘LQD uﬂgrmk&

mbaﬁ’m o~

. MWL«L
Bureau

JCH ja
® P

- Memphis

.d%h'w‘& Ra,&g.u* b.

1. -
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My, Gebhardt - 2/21/75

I ~ Mr. Gebhardt ™
€. L. McGowan 1 ~ Mr. McGowan >\ /

1 ~ My, Lawn Y.

1l - Mr. Moore /£§§:7
HMURXIN g

Zhis is the case involving the murder of Martin
Luther Xing in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968.
James Barl Ray had pleaded guilty in State Court, Tennessee,
and is presently serving a 89~year sentence.

In October, 1974, an evidentiary hearing was conducted
to determine whether James Farl Ray was properly represented by
an attorney at the time he enterxed his guilty plea in 1968,

on 2/27/75, U. S. District Court Judge Robexrt M.
McRae, Jr., Western District of Tennessee, declined Ray's
Writ of Habeas Corpus and stated he found no basis to indicate
that the guilty plea enterxed by Ray in 13968 was the Yesult of
his not being properly represented by counsel.

ACTIOH: ©dNone., For information,

JCLsbap (5)
44-38861

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr) Gebharde. . . . "’11/7/74

- Luther>xlng in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968, James

ﬁr, Gehhardt
Mr. McGowan
Mr. Lawn :
-~ My, McDermott -

C. L. McGowan

L rt

MURKIN -

This is the case involving the morder of Martxn

- Earl Ray had pleaded guilty in State Court, Tennessee, and :

 at this time meke any efforts to diasmiss this Federal process

"which charges Ray with conspiracy, even though it is w1thin\\\%§é£ii\

)

,‘*44~38861@ S \@&% MRz

. trial, which decision should be fortncomlng by the end of

is presently *exving a 99~year sentence. . _ 4§?

puring the ccnduct of an extensive investlgation<
by this Bureau, Federal process was obtained charging Ray with (I
viclation of T18, Section 241, conspiracy to interfere with a A
constitntional right of Mariin Luther Ring, namely, the right '
to travel freely from state to state. This Federal process 4
remains outstanding to date, although investigation by this

Bureau indicated that Ray.acted alone and no evidence of a___ %L//
conspiracy was then, or has sxnca been aeveloped.

. On Nevamber 6, 1974, Hr. Frank Allen, Dethy \\§z
Chlef, Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division, advised that
the Department intends to make no effort to have this Federa
process dismissed until after the U. 8. District Judge,. Memphis, \
makes his decision, based. uyon a recevt special hearing, whether
to grant Ray a new trial, : \EQ

Mr. Allen inélcahed that the Dapartment would not

\
their province to do so; since this action would engender
publicity concerning this Federal process and might, therefore, o~
precipitate new speculation that Ray did not act alone.

The Department would prefer to await the decision of the State -
of Tennessce concerning whether Ray should be granted a new

this calendar yeaxr.

Mr. Alien indicated that no Pederal detainer has
been placed against Ray but that there is already a.detaxner
against Ray fron the State of Misscurl charging Raj with -
escape. - : L , ,

AﬂTIOH: (N?ne. For infcrmation; : |
JCL:bap (5 ‘
NS %/18/75 Sg:Jo»— HES‘“«.«R HC M
MQLAM ~MND &.Q.DM\Q. NG

o —
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. Mr, Jeskins . . 10-31-74
J. J. McDevmott

MUREDY (44-3330)

Morris Cunningham, Washington representative of the ,
. Mermphig Commercial Appeal, ¢alled Inspector Bowsrs during the '
afternoon of 10-30<74 from Memphis, whers e is-covering the James 2arl ]
Ray hearing In ¥ederal District Coal. Cunningham sald Ray had testifled ‘
to having sent 3 letter to Jonator James Q. Eastland (D-}1igs,) shortly alter
he had been sentenced to pricon for the Xing slaying, Ilay allegedly sald
that he fold Genator Sastland in the latter that he personally did nol shoot .
Fing, but was partially responsible for his death. (ifews reports, 103074, =
on the hearing corroborate thig and Indlcated that Ilay's letter to Senator *
Lastland was read ivto the yecord,) : o * .

Cunningbam sald b callod Zonstor Eastlasd at bis resldencein - ‘

e

Alissiseippl and asked him about this matter. Eastland recalled tha lettor

" and sald he advised Cunningham pbout it when i was recelved, however,
Cunningbam does not recall this. Ile sald Kastland had told him he had .
forwarded the letler {9 the ¥BI as he does many similar letters o xocelvos
from prisoners. Caoningham sald Eastland suggested he call Bowers o
determine if the ¥BI could locats the lelter and to toll Bowers that he,
astland, approves farnishing contents of tha letter to Cumningham,:

‘ Bowers pointed out o Cunningham that we wera precludad from

. doing so under Depariment regulations, It was pointed put to him, however,
that should Senator Dastland desire, & topy of the letter, i€ Iocated, coald
e made avallable to the Cenator's oiftes and the Senalor could relense the ,
letter If he wishes. Cunmingham sald that should be satisfactory with him, . |
e waa told he woald be aivised as soon ag this malter could be checked qut. He
¢an be reached through the news room of the 2emphis Commerclal Appeal, ,
area coda 901 528-3811 In Memphls, ‘ '

This matter was checked with Couriney Pace, Admintstrative
Agsistant to Senator Fastland, who indicated he was sware of Cunninglam'a request,

Enclosure ’
1 - 3&0 Cﬂm A ) 1“‘3}1?1 zﬂcnmott
1~ My, Llluls. - 1 - Lir. McCowan

’ IT% Ge'm&t . 3 - 21T erﬁ

CaFidky (3) | ‘ CONTINULD - 0731

T ————

e
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¢ commiites
1

. 3.14-69
Deaxr Senator Kastland; ‘ .

I rcad in the local newsnaver where youre committes is considering
investamating the Dy, King case. I wonld 1ike to inform you and the
1iat 1 weuld cooperate in any such hearing, However, at
am going to aiterant to get the guilly plea oot aside, Tknow
that the o4ds anainst aving (bis one ave greally against me, Eutl
thind: due to theo unugual circumesiances in the guilty plea it mile bo
possihle, I nawconaly did not choot Dr. King but I believe I am pavily
responzisle for his Geath. I will bricfly altempt to explain wayl -
eatered the guilty plea. At the time Rir, Pory Foreman ageredio
take over the Csfense from Mr. Arthur Hanés we had a vexsal  +
agrecment that their would be no guilty plea, as I wanted to {ry the ™
cas2 §n eourt, I had every reacon to balieve cduring the first two
months My, Foreman was on the cags their would be a trial, during '
that period Mr. Foreman had me gign a new contract with him and.
Mr. Euie givinz Mr. Foreinan all the money from any of Mr. Hule's
monay making venfures. (I had sien aroiher contract with Mr. Huie
and Mr. Hanes) Shorily aiter this ¥r. Foreman came to visit me
and he had a picture for me to look at. This picture was about
8 x 10 in, AZr, Foreman szid My, Huie had given him the pichwre
and that Mr. Huie had got the picture from someone in the federal’
governiment, The piclture contain 2 or 3 men followed by two or 3
policemen., Mr. Foreman described on_of the men in the picture
as an ‘antl communist' cuban refugee who was arresied at the time

the time

1A

s e . NSX et e

president Kennedy was shot. "The arrest took place in DallasIwas |

told" I was asked if I would identify the man if ke was brought {o

Memphis, I said no, .althoe he did look similar to the personlIwas . -

fuvolved with., After I woulca't identify this man, about all X was told

‘was that I would go to the clectrle chair if I went to trial, I was even

told my family wanted me to plead guilty, but I'found out this was not
so. But I did not plead guilly for the above reasons. 1did go because
I did not want to go to trial with=z lawyer who thought he was goinz to
loze. Ibslieve if you think you will loge you proadbly will, Ca the day
2fore X plead guilty I sioned another contract with Mr. Foreman, In
this one I agreced to give him $165, 600, he agread to give my brother
$500, C0 in the event T wanted to hire ancther lawyer to reopen the.
casa., Mr, Foreman wrote into the contract that if I embarres him -
(Gisagreed) in the court room he could withdraw, the old confract

o

would go into effect and I would ba without fdnds to hire another o

——

S «
- -t st .
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aitorney. Geoiiing back to My, Infe for 2 minuts, whilo Mr, Haues
wag my ailorney Mr. Bule askedme & xz-oug.z Mm about public 3431.1'3
and vavious op ganizations, I gof the Impression tha 2t he thoucht &) heir
was a congpiracy tut he wantzd o name the coaspirators. ;md i -
sometinee lv “;;.:t ray aitorneys were v.or:mz for him ingtezad of
for me. ln clozing I woudd Ifke to sy i I c‘..n’t get the case reopen,

thalr showdd i. wm fnvegostion, as I hﬂv igned over $200, 600 ¢ co

attornays and mb I/ZO of the witluesses haw beoen intervxcw. No
word to Ins Angalen 0“ Yew C lems \Jiiere I think much of {he
evigance Mes. 72iv, Fereman said ia onen court that he didn't

truct Investigators, end the on2 v, ilar 3 b :cdn o7 left Momyphis,
I viculd &lzo lidke to say that despite what the papars and book writer's’

» quote me as saying, Lhave no intention of aiscusc‘inv this case wi“

anyons tverbaly! wniil it is closed. I Ihave a-zyining to say I will +
cay {ti in court or to lawyers, or in leiter form like this leiter. o

Sincerely, James E. Ray, : '

~73
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'zﬁTEREB CUILIY PLEA IN lSun

i
[

FUELRAL BURLAY OF mtsmum ST
. COMMUNICATIONS secnon '

1974

i

5125 P NITSY OCTOBER 26, 1974 OSF -~ © . Ui

10 »RECTOR (4A-3826D | ’ '
FROM:  NEMPHIS (24-1937) (P) PG

mmnuL é 4"g’,ﬂ AT ’3Q3¥Hf§gf;gnf

TaSTI*nﬁY B“Iﬂu H”Abg 3”?0&” J on ROB RT ﬁ“ﬂééqun, ~ 

Ry usnc, WDT, MEMPHIS,. T0 D”I"?ﬁ!%? YNZTHER OR TOT SYBJECT
_JaMES EARL RAY VAS PROPERLY REPRESENTED AT THE TIVE g i
T30 oF - SuBSzCT"S sanr#a; -
anv TESTIFIED AS WELL AS FORMER DISTRICT A6 AW reawﬁa
PU%LIC DFFEMER.

: RY CONRACTS E@TER D INTO BaT?”n@ QILLIQM QFADFQRD HUIEo :

E

RAY QILL CONTIVUR T¢SII§0?Y
NOT%I%’

P

AND ATTORNEY ARTHUR HA¥IS,
rupsnav NEXT A0 YILL THEW BE caoss-:xawznra.
PARTICULARLY INTERESTING 0R SURPRISIMG RAS COME FRON
’ugaa:ag THUS FAR. AS YAS TO BE zxpacrfp,
ATTENPTIRG TO SHOY ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAY DID NOT PROPERLY
RIPRESEAT SUBJTCT. FORMER DA AND FORMER PUSLIC DEFE ISR
'HAVE BOTM TESTIFIED THEY THOUGHT RAY WAS WISE TO HAVE
PLEADED GUILTY TO AVOID GDIfe 7O SLECTRIC CHAIR.
RAY SXPECTSR TO TESTIFY MOST OF TUESDAY NEXT A'D STATE AR
YILL THEN HAVE TWO DAYS IN WHICH TO CaLL YIS ”IT“EmJ}o
YD PAGE ONE

H
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F AIRTEL
10/10/74
Tos SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
Prom: Director, FBX (44-38861)
MURKIN

ReMEteletype dated 10/7/74.

Enclosed are two copies each of two
newspaper articles concerning Harold Weisberg. Also
enclosed are two copies of a list of materlals furnished
‘to Harold Weisberg by the Civil Rights Division, U. S.
Department of Justice, on 6/24/70, as a result of a civil
action filed against the Department of Justice and the
Department of State in which Weisberg demanded copies of all
the legal papers which were employed in the extradition of
James Earl Ray.

Bufiles reveal that Weisberg has written numerous
letters requesting unsuccessfully that the Bureau make
available to Weisberg cerxtain recoxds concerning captioned
mattexr, as well as records concerning another unrelated
investigation conducted by this Bureau.

A copy of enclosed material may be furnished to
Henry Halle, State Attorney General's Office, Nashville,
as requested in referenced communication.
Bufiles and indices Albany Divisiorn contain no

information pertaining to Herbert I. McDonald, based upon
available infoxmation,

Enclosures (6)

JCL:bap (4) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...
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Adrtel to sac, M~ | |
RE: MURKIN

NOTE: The Memphis Division advised in referenced communication
that a hearing for James Earl Ray is scheduled on 10/22/74 to
determine whether Ray was coexced into entexing a guilty plea
on 3/10/69 to the murder of Martin Luther King.

Attorney Henry Halle, State Attorney General's
Office, Nashville, had requested that the Bureau furnish
him, on a confidential basis, any information available
‘which would assist him in determining the veracity,
competency, and bias of 2 witnesses who will testify for Ray,
Harold Weisberg, an author, and Herbert I. McDonald, a ballistics
expert from Ithaca, New York. Memphis Division recommended that
any pertinent information be made available to Haile.

A review of Bufiles reveals that Weisberg has
written several books critical of the Warren Commission, the
FBI, Secret SkBrvice, and various police agencies. Gleaned
from these files are copies of two newspaper articles pertaining
to Weisberg which might be of assistance to Attorney Haile in
analyzing the credibility of Weisberg as a witness. The
first is an article which appeared in the Montgomery County )
Sentinal, Thursday, December 15, 1966, entitled "'Whitewash' Author
is Man on the Go,™ which makes reference to Weisberg's theoxy
of an FBI, Secret Service coverup before the Warren
Commission. The second article, which appeared in "The Evening
Star,”™ October 25, 1973, reveals that Weisberg had lost his bid
before the U. S. Court of Appeals to gain access to FBI files
pertaining to the John F. Kennedy assassination.

Bufiles also reveal that Weisberg was furnished all of the
legal papers utilized in the extradition of Ray from Great Britain,
including material submitted by the States of Tennessee and
Missouri, affidavits from witnesses, as well as affidavits from
Special Agents of the FBX linking Ray ‘to the assassination.

That Weisberg is in possession of this matexial might be of
assistance to Attorney Haile in further assessing the credibility
of Weisberg.

' On 10/8/74, ASAC Geoxge Steel, Albany Division, advised
that dindices contain no reference to Herbert I. McDonald.

on 10/9/74, Mr. Jack E. Herington, Office of Legal
Counsel, reviewed enclosed material and advised that this material
could be furnished to Mr. Haile, State Attorney General's
Office, Nashville, Tennessee.
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. . ' IR b “,: ' RN g{! tis*?
hR 003 "IE ?LAI?J : TEL EJ P AT , w 4 Cemn
. ;,:’)"|” K H s - G‘?" !‘ﬁﬂ;m
: 5529 Pif KITEL osro;:a Ty, 1972 JLG ftj, S N S B st
. , : L L O A e,
. 102 . DIRE OR, FBI (44‘38361) PR ‘ ‘ Labarats ry *Mf
C ’ S ‘ ' Plar & Sval .| -
FROME  SAG, MEWPHIS (44-198T) (B oo e
N ' Lezal Coum, —
URKIY , . b z§“m;aw,~‘},
i f‘zrﬁ.n( Secty ‘!

"ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GE4ERAL HENRY HAILE, STATE ATTORNEY =~ = =
GEVERAL'S OFFICE, BASHVILLE, raﬂu., HAS ADVISED THAT SUBJECT
RAY TO BE GIVEW HEARING BEFORE JUDSE ROBERT W, MCRAE, JRay
usnc, WDT, NEMPHIS, . ccreazﬁ\az, 1974. EXPECTED 70" TESTIFY FOR
RAY ARE HERBERT I. HCDONALD, A 'BALLISTICS EXPERT FROM ITHACA,
Mo Yo, AND HAROLD WEISBERG, AN AUTHOR ¥HO HAILE STATES HAS
PRLVIOUSLY FILED SUIT AGAINST FBI REGARDING ASSASSINATION
OF. ‘PRESIDENT JFK. '
Ry HAILE HAS RE”UVSIED THE suasau GIVE HIH ANY THFORMATION
| AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD ﬁaSIaT HIN 14 CROSS sx;a:&a fon OF ©
KCDONALD AHD WEISSERG, HE WILL XEEP SOURcﬁ'QP SUCH lﬁFor%arlcu
" STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BUT NEEDS AHY INFORMATION WHICH H1IGHT
HAVE A BEARING ON THEIR VERACITY, COKPETENCY, AND exﬂs. |
IF SUCH INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO THE BUREAF, 17 18 | .
RECOMENDED THAT SAME BE FURNISHED CONF IDENTIALLY T0 KR, anLa
" AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. |
END |

A
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society.,  Tulsl uainowas 2re
Paying wo mnet Lava thatruth,”
I Welsterg surivuies his suc-
(eess 3s a friug o Ya regoed
refusal Lo du anyihing ot faee
reality and deal whh nething
Dwt fact. ¥t the only oned
who's dealt dutemsively wits!
the commisslon’s findings,” b
added, ! -

Convinced his first bux
“¢oulda’l walt® unitl :pub:!st‘.cq
could be fovnd to put it out,!
Welsberg financed the
operation Mimenli,

To date 22,500 books hawve
been printed in four editionsi
aiyd Dell Pedlishing Co. ha¢
5»is£, come ot with & papartack
edition guaranieeing a min!
mum of oxe-quarter million on
the first printing. .
“Whitewash §1* had 10,000
printed In the first ¢dition,
coples of which are being dis.
tributed to stores and In.
dividvals. .

“A 1ot of people wrote 28¢s
2go and asked us to send the
next book 2s soon as it was
olt,” Weisberg cxplained. He
eslimated he has received over
3000 letlers. .

Many fans 2lready are inline
for the third book, “Whitewash

Tz The Archive,” which § In
the works, Wefsberg added,
His current trip across the
colntry s in the usval whirl-
wind fashion., The 2genda s
crowded with television and
T24i0 Appeararnces, press ¢one-
ferences, speeches, seminars,
bull  sessions, autographing
scssfons .and  meetings with]
wholesalers.

*One morningi'm supposedto
0 2 $:30 TV appearance after
. 3 2.m. radio show,” Weisbefg
cclared. *Can you !magi.{.e
§uch 3 schedvle? But 1l co i,

too.”

Ioterest Adoxd . >

"*\reisbery is concentrating on
the Internativanl as well as the
Latiomal interest in e Xennedy
aszasination.

iiis first book is dbeing dis«
oribuled throughout (ke
£nglish-spraking world in thae
Dell cdition. . , 1

%

It has been serfalized

“Arriba,” a  newspaper in
Msadrid, Spafn, and “Panos
yamz,* a Jarge German
magazine. Anitalianpublishing
company has contracted for the
book 2and is coming -out with
an Italian edition next month,
Weisberg safd, | . -

Welsberg s satisfied thathl
oubts about the Warren Come
hission finally are reaching
people. In addition he is de-
lighted with the many nelv
friends he has_made throuth
his bookS. “-1

“Li1 {nfs wite) and I have so
many new friends now,” he
smilel, rdding dls close-
cropr=d t <am bair, “So many
peopl ko o aritten us, e g

«“people are wonderful,”
Welsberg declared. “At every
point along the way there’s
teen someonethere waiting with

hand outstrétehed to help.
cople want to be helpful and

S t—

trat’s what counts.” varves |
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has lost his oid before the
U.S. Court of Apprals here
to gain aceess to FBY files
on the assassination of for-
mer President John F.
Kennedy.

In an 8-1 decision an-
nounced yesterday, the
court upheld a lower court
ruling that the FBI analysis
of bullet fragments and
scrapings from the assassi-
nation scene did not qualify
for relecase to the public
under the fedcral Freedom
of Information Act.

A dissenting opinjon was
filed by Chief U.S. Appeals

Court Judge David Bazelon.

He s2id that without some
mechanism for the public to
look at the FBI analysis,
“the public will have to rely
entirely upon the Justice
Department’s opinion that
the results of the . .. tests
are adequately shownin the
report of the Warren Com-
mission.”

Weisberg, who has writ-
ten four books on the assas-
sination, has maintained
that the Warren Commis-
sion report was a *‘whitc-

wash” and did not tell the
full story behindYhs Presi-
deatsdeath.
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The Washington Post
Times Herald mmen.

The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington) o
Daily News (New York)

" Sunday News (New York) et

New York Post
The New York Times.
The Daily Worl@ e e
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal meme. .
The National Qbserver
People’s World
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I. lMaterial Subnmitted by the Sta‘ces -
of Tenpessee ond Missouri :

A. Application for Reguisition for International
Bxtradition for James Farl Ray executed by the Governor
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the Secrebary
of State of the United States. .

B. Petition for Ap;olication ror Reguisition in
International Extradition of James Barl Ray addressed to
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by ¥hil M. Canale,
Jr., bistrict Attorney General, 15th Judicial District,
State of Tennessee (a’ctacn..ng verious Sther documents
described below).

C. Affi_davit of Dr. J. ?. Francisco, pathologist,
attesting to the cause of death of Martin Iuther King and
attaching autopsy report. -

* D. Affidavit of Robert V. Wenzler, with exhibits,
stating resuits of survey of area where Martin Tuther King

LS
-

AL

EIIGLOSURE
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B. Affidavit of Guy Warren Canipe, S»r., Mcmphis
storekeeper, with exnibits, ‘concerning his finding of
a package with -the rurder wezpon in it.

F. Affidavit of Inspector N. E. Zachary, Mewphis
Police Officer, with exhibvits, regarding his on-the-scenre
invesbigation irmediately following the murder and his
discovery of various physical 'eviaence. R

G. Affidavit of Captain R. L. Willians, Memphis

-Police Officer, regarding inspection of Ray®s room in

boarding house and discovery of physical evidence there.

H. Affidavit of Cordra York, Sr., Memphis sporting
goods déaler, regarding identity of binoculars.

X. ’Affiaavxt of Jexes D. Hanby, Memphis Police

. Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Imther |

King's body during autopsy. o . .

J. Copy of Temnessee 1n’d§.ctmcn’c of James Eerl Rey
for merder of Marbin I.uther King. :

\ ) 1]
v X. Certified copy of déatn certif:.cate of Martin °
Iather King. .
L. Certificd copy of autopsy report on Martin Iuther
King. ' ' N

P

M. Certified cox‘>y of sections of Tennessee lavs. -

- N. Certificate of Fred T. wilkmsbn, Director of
the Missouri Department of Corrections, of Missouri crimi-
nal record of Ray. . . . -

\ 0. Certificate of Jazes He McAteer, Missouri Clerk
of Court, describing record of conviction and sentence of
Ray- L :
" P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missourt
Secretary of State, sctting forth Missouri statutes.

Q. Affidavit of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of Missouri
Department of Corrections, regarding eriminal record of Ray

and certifying that fingerprints and pnhotographs attached to
his prior certification were those of Ray.

-
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YX. Material Fron P,mvate Persons ‘
CAccurmlated by tue De a.‘.b ent ;
IR of Just ),cn"“' T e
s N A. Affidaviy of Donald ®. Yood, gun salesman, )
. Birminghen, Alabera, stabting he sold weapon to man in e
, " abbached photozrerh (Ray).

_B. Affidavit of ‘Charles Qm.tman Stephens, resident
of boarding house .from which shot was fived, describing
Ray's activities in boarding house. e
C. Affidavit of Jares H. Iave, friend of Xing, who ) i
' was alco an employee of the Commmnity Relations Service ”
of the Justice Department, who was in the next room from - .
King, descriving shot and discovery of King's body. l

. . : ‘D. Affidavit of Henrietta Hagemaster, hotel clerk,
regarding hobel registration of Ray in Memphis. :

’ © EB. Affidavit of John Webster DeShazo » cusi:omer in
Birminghan gun store, identifying attached.photograph-of
Ray as uan he saw purchase gun

XX

14
.. »
k)

3o
S

F. Affidavit of Tomas Reyes Iauw, bartending school . N
operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupxl ,
he had under alies of Eric Stavro Galt. L =¥

v
<L

G. Affidavit of Amna Christine Ke}.ly, Memphis hotel
clem, regarding Ra.y s regzstratxon at hotel.

. " IFI. Maberial Prepared by the Department
: of Justice i‘or the Signa ture of FBI .
‘Personnel - ’ I

- ‘ - A. Affidavit of Iyndal L. Shaneyfelt, FBI Agent and
Photographic Expert, comparing photogravhs of James Earl Ray
undexr various aliases and identifying hin as the sare yerson,

B. Affidavit of George J. Boncbrake, FBI Agent and
Fingerprint Expert, comparing fingerprints on nurder weapon
and binoculars with Ray's fingerprints end identifying then

g as the same (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits).

C. Affidavit of Robert A. Frazier, FBI Agent and
Ballistics Bxpert, comparing nurder bullet with yeapon and
establishing that bullet came from that or a similar weapon.

o t v g LI N, . R o PR .-
* I h o « Rt o
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D. Affidavit of Rohert G. Jensen, FBL Agent in
Nerphis, des:ribing weapons and physicel evidence twrned
over ‘$0 hin by Fenphis Police.

B. Affidavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBX Agzent in
. Memphis, with exhibits, describing registration card of
Eric S. Gal% (Ray) at hotel. C

F. Affidavit of Jarmes H! Mortimer, FBY Agent and
* Handwriting Specialist, with handwriting exhibits,
identifying sigrature on hotel registration caxrd as
sare as docwzents at bartending school. . ,

-
a

. G. Affidavit of Theodore J. AtHearn, ¥BY Agent in
Ios Angeles, regarding Iau's identification of -photographs

of Galt (Ray).
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Mr. J. B, Adams 10/8/714

Legal Counsel w

JANVES EARL RAY
REQUEST FUR tABLRATCRY DATA

Cn referral from the Director's Cifice, Inspector Herlngton
spoke to James H. Lesar (1231 4th Street, S.W., Washington, D.
20024, telephone number ¢84-5028). Lasar alleged he was Ray's
attorney and was seeking coples of photographs of a bullet fragment
ramoved from the body of Aiartin Luther {ing. He stated that his reason
for calling the FBI was because he needed this data quickly and belleved
he could get it from us faster than from other sources. He noted that
Ray had pled guilty but that the bullet evidence had been introduced into
court and was presently being held by the court. A

Lesar was adviged that it would be impassible to furnish him
coples immediately if at all gince we would have to first check our records
and he was further advised that if the evidance was not collected by the
FBI we praobably would not be in a position to furnish Mm a copy in any
event without an appropriate release from the progecutor or local

investigating agency.

Contact with the Laboratory determined that the bullet evidence
was submitted to the ¥BI Zaboratory by the iiemphis ’olice Department
and our examination was aceordingly made for that department.

Accordingly, attached {s  letter to ir. iesar advialng him
that we are unable to be of asaistance without specific authorization from
the IZemphis “olice Department or the prosecutor. Bufiles indicate that
James Lesar, the present counsel for James Earl Ray participated in
a conference during November, 107!3 at Georgetown University sponsored
by the Co ttee to lnvntlgato} uninaﬁonqmm,

S 5 uEet

- ¥r. Adafis’. LOT |

- ﬁ:‘ gﬁ // o a 7R R RN
1-2Mr. Mintg” -
1 - E.ir. Fa"‘ngtm N _ I:;:;‘J"J'sl"v]g.‘jl
1 - far. Hﬂrington \ EC}’J SRR
(8)  82-112697 Cu - CVER
Eoc.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3
. I I

'Memorandum Legal Counsel toMr. J. B, Adams
RE:! JALES EARL RAY _

REQUEST FUR LABCRATCRY DATA
RECOMMENDATION:

That attached letter be gent to 2ir, Tesar.
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Letcber 9, 1974

1 - Mr. Gebhardt

7 1 - Mr. White

<. James H. resar ' 1 - Mr. Mintz
Washington, DD, C. 20024 1 - Mr. ‘Herington

Dear lir. i.esar:

This is to acknowledgs your request on .ctober 3,

1074, for photographs of a bullet fragmeat removed from the
body of Dr. Martin 7 uther “ing,

Although I would like to be of assistance, the
evidence in guestion -was submitted to the ¥BI Laboratory by
the l.emphis ‘olice Department. Accordingly, we ars unable
to furnish the photographs you requested in the absence of

specific authorization from that department or the prosecutor
who handled the case.

Sinecerely yours,

Clarence ) lelley
Director

NOTE: Basedon memorandum Legal Counsel to Mr. J. B. Adams
dated 10/8/74, captioned ‘James Earl Ray, Request for Laboratory
Data' JH:deh. ‘

JH:deh

)
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38861) 10/8/74

SAC, ALEXANDRIA (44-149) (RUC)

1V(Ié)n(?:o:NME!-H;’H]'.S) ’ Q /&\ :g'

. Re WFO airtel to the Bureau, 6/18/74; and
Alexandria airtel to the Bureau, 9/19/74.

On 9/27/74, DAVID GAINES, 6171 leesburg Pike,
Aparxtmebt 532, Falls Church, Virginia, provided SA DONALD
Je. BARTHIK with a copy of a transcript that he had made
of a June, 1972 conversation between his wife SHIRLEY
GAINES and one BILL HARRIS. GAINES advised that he makes
such transcripts for a profession and wished to provide
the FBI with a transcript,

HARRIS advised that on 9/26/74, he had also pro=-
vided a copy of the transcript to JAMES LESAR, an attorney
with the office of Bernard Fenserwald, 910 16th Street,

N. W., Washington, D. C. He advised that the Fenserwald
fixa ﬁ% supposed to be involved in representing JAMES

on.9/30/74, a review of the transcript provided
by GAINES showed only minor differences when compared to
Re¢ transcript provided with referenced WFO airtel. The
ript provided by HARRIS will be xetained by Alexandria.

N

\

Y ¥

~ Bureau -

@- B s (1987}
1 - Alexandria

- skl
12-;1)38
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9/19/74
AIRTEL
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, ALEXANDRIA (44-149) (RUC)
MURKIN '
00: MEMPHIS

Re Baltimore airtel to Bureau 8/28/74.

On 9/9/74 DAVID and SHIRLEY GAINES, 6171
Leesburg Pike, Apt. 532, Falls Church, Virginia,
advised that they do not have any information concerning
the whereabouts of BILL HARRIS., They advised that
their meeting with HARRIS was strictly accidental and
they have had no contact with HARRIS since.

They advised that they will contact the
Alexandria Office if additional information becomes
available concerning BILL HARRIS.

QES—JBureau
2 =~ Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Alexandria
DJB:smb
(5)
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9/10/74

10 DIRECIOR, FRI (44-38861)
TROM: SAC, WO (44-703) (RUC)

o —

Mr, JOMR G, PARSOMS, Chief, Department of Usban Project
Coordination, U. 8. Natienal Park Service, on 9/6/74, advised he cenducted
a hearing at Brumewick, Maryland on 6/7/72, of ths Chesapeske and Ohio
Canal Advisery Commimion. Mr. PARSOMS advised the hearings were recorded
by a court reperter vhose identity he dees not recall but which can be
deternined throwgh Heover Reportimg Compamy. Bnrmlht!uxm,
mele, was driven back to his motel after the mesting by PARSORS,
motel was 1ocated mext to the Naweiisn Restsurant ia Brwmeswick. !‘hu :
veporter, vho performs considerable work for the Nationsl Park Service,
reliss heavily uwpon tspe recorders in his work.

Mrs, DORIS HOOVER, Hoover Nepertiang Compsay, 320 Massachusetts
Avesme, Yortheast, on 9/9/74, acknowledged the reporting of the hesring
of the Chesapeske and Ohio Camsl Advisory Commission held 6/7/72, was
parformed by DAVID GAINES, an employee of her cowpeny. She atated SEINLXY
GAINRE, wife to DAVID CAINES, is not an employes of the compamy and, to
‘her knowledge, dees not perform court reporting work for any other company.

D - Juresn

2 = Memphis (44-1987)
1 ~ Alexandria
1 « W0 (44-703)

WBS:ctw
©)
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8/28/74 %
AIRTEL ’ " !
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)
FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) -RUC-

SUBJECT: : N
: Q0% MEMPHIS } i

Re WFO airtel to the Bureau dated 6/18/74, Memphis
airtel to the Bureau dated 6/27/74.

- Enclosed for Alexandria is one copy of above refereced
Memphis airtel dated 6/27/74.

For the information of the Alexandria Division, re WFO
-airtel and Memphis airtel contains necessary details pertaining
to current investigation being conducted in this nmatter.

On 8/1/74, Mrs. BARBARA BITTNER, Managex, Hawaiian

Motel, U.S. Route 340 and llaryland Route 17, near Brunswick,

- Maryland, made available to SA JOHN R. THURSTON all motel -
registration records ‘for the Hawaiian Motel for the years 1972
and 1973 and a review of these records failed to reveal any
registration recoxd pertaining to BILL HARRIS -and also falled
to reveal any registration record pertaining to DAVID J. GAINES,
or SHIRLEY GAINES. Mrs. BITTNER did advise that sometime during
1972, the motel changed hands and felt that because of this,

@ - Director
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BA 44-669

the records pertaining to 1972 may not be complete. (It

should also be noted that a high percentage of registration
cards for 1972 wexe not dated and because of this, all 1972

and 1973 registration cards were reviewed). Mrs. BITTNER
further advised that the cards that were reviewed would comprise
all the registration cards for those years.

Oon 8/1/74, Mrs. BETTY FITEZ, Brunswick Police
Depaxtment, Brunswick, Maryland, advisea 82 THURSTON -that
neither BILL HARRIS, DAVID J. GAINES, nor SHIRLEY GAINES are
Xknown to her and that none of them have any criminal arrest
recoxd with the Brunswick, Maryland, Police Department.

Oon 8/8/74, TRRESA MAIN, Recoxds Clerk, Maryland

© State Police, Frederick, Maryland, advised SA THURSTON that

thiere is no criminal arrest record undexr the name of BILL or
WILLIAM HARRIS with the State Police Barracks in Frederick,

Maryland.

’ On 8/19/74, M¥Mr. DONALD DARR, Town Clerk, Brunswick,
Maxryland, advised that he recalls that a Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Citizen Advisory Commission hearing was held at Brunswick
during eithexr June or July, 1972, but stated he could provide

no Ainformation as to whether a SHIRLEY GAINES was employed as

a private court and conference,reporter at the Brunswick hearing.

On 8/26/74, Mx. JAMES SEWELL, Land Acquisition Officer,
Chegsapeake and Ohio Canal National Historic Park, National Park
Service, Fort Detrick, Frederick, Maryland, advised 5A THURSTON
that he recalls that dur;ng 1972, a series of meetings dealing
" with the Chesapeake and Ohio Cahal Advisory Commission were held

Dbetween Washington, D,.C., and Cumberland, Maryland, and recalls
. that one of these meetings was held in Brunsw;ck during either
June or July, 1972, although he stated he did not attend the
Brunswick meeting. He also stated that a JOHN PARSONS, Chesapeake
and Ohio Park Planner, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., Washington, D.C.,
(telephone number 202-426-7705), would have attended all of ‘the
meetings and could possibly provide information as to whether
~ SHIRLEY GAINES was employed as a private court and conference
reporter at the Brunswick hearing. He stated that SHIRLEY GAINES
is not known to him.

Baltimore indices were negative pertaining to BILL
‘HARRIS, DAVID J. GAINES, SHIRLEY GAINES, and JERRY WORTH.
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:LEA"DS :
ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

AT 617) LEESBURG PIKE, FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

Will locate and interview DAVID J. GAINES .and
SHIRLEY GAINES fox any further information they may have
concerning BILL HARRIS and will attempt to develop further
%nformgtion concerning him and where he could possibly be
ocated.

WFO

AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

Will contact JOHN PARSONS, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Park Planner, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., Washington, D.C., telephone
numbex 202-426-7705, for any information he may have concexrning
SHIRLEY GAINES' attendance at a Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Advisory Commission hearing held at Brunswick, Maryland, in
June, 1972.
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. LAW OPFICES .
YR ZWER.ING. MAURER, D16GS aND PAYp
’ 1211 CONNECTICUY AVENUE, N.W. .
S " . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 ) :
A.L/ZWERDLING ' (202) 223-6374 ! *
CEORGE M. MAURER, JR. .
LANNA J. DIGGS Lo .:f?v

JOSEPE R, PAPP
RICHARD L. SCHMIDY, JR!
LARRY P, WEINBERG
JANEY XOHN . . : - - .
ARTHUR A, HOROWITZ

© WENDY L. RARN ;July 26, 1974

' DETROIY OFFICE
. “ \ FIRST NAXXONAX BUILDING
f DEYROIT, MICHIGAN 48226
(313) 965-7050

Mr. Harold Weisberg
" Route 8
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg: | -

1 am writing you as General Counsel of the American .
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees.

The President of that organization, Jerry Wurf, has
just transmitted to me your July 18, 1974 letter, which
follows your telephone conversation with me a few weeks ago
as a result of a call Bernard Fensterwald made to Mr. Wurf
on June 27th.

These telephone calls and your letter relate to the
subject of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a man
whose person and cause were and are held in deep affection
by Mr.-Wurf and by the organization of which he is President.
Your telephone calls and letter concern themselves
with information you believe you have thh reference to the
_ circumstances of the late Dr. King's assassination. Certalnly

if you or anyone else has any information it should be.in the . ..

hands of the appropriate law enforcement authorities.

provides it with such information. If you have any additional

You indicate that the FBL has a'tape recording which
// information which might be helpful we urge you to transmit it

to the oper authorities as well,

7 €0A)(/’ Very truly yodrs, -

\ A"’A%V ' LORRESDum g

//ﬁ {Oﬁxp/‘j A. L. Zwerdling m

- 5/5"" - |
ﬂéederal Bureau of Investigation

Pennsylvania Avenue and 9th Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20004

Jerry Wurf AN
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suBs (2);
TIRMMERS BANK OF LIBSRTY

LIBERTY, ILLINOIS
10/17/69

414
springfield File (91-4653)
pufile (91-~34552)

=~ UNSUBS (2);
PADNMERS AND TRADERS STATE
BANK OF HEREDOSIA,
ILLINOIS, 1/28/70
BER
Springficld File (91-4774)
Bufile (81-35511)

Re Baltimore letter to Burecau 5-25-70.

»
\35 L »
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For your information the Earold Weisberg referrecd
to in referenced Baltimore letter is apparently identical
with Harold Veisberg, an individual who has been. most crit-

«L_2%_éks_ﬁuxﬁég_ig_zhg_pas_. Fe is the_guthor of
sdvera ooks including one entitled, "Whitewash ~ The
R¢port of the Warren Report,' ami Has boem-critical of the
I, Secret Service, police agencies and other branches of
vernnent., He was one of ten cmployees fired by the State
partment in 1847, because of his ‘loyalty being suspected.
¥ was later allowed to resign. In a letter directed to
the Bureau in April, 1969, he requested information on the
lurtin Luther King nurder case for a forthcoming ook, how-

ever, becausec of ast aninosity towa ¢ Bureau, the
tter wa ot acknowle . S Welisberg has a nding
civil suit a st U. S. Departnent of Justice and the U, S.

Department—of~State demanding copies of-certain—docuiients

utilized in the extradition of Janes Earl Ray, the murderer

of Martin Luther King. ~
/

ik 24
JUN111870

L

There are numerous refereances in the Bureau files
- Yegarding Weisberg, however, he is not the subject of any
~~ nmain criminal files nor arc there any criminal references
— to VWeisberg in the Burcau files.
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