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7/11/74

AIRTEL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAc, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P¥)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Tampa airtel to Bureau, 7/2/74, concerning ROBERT
THOMAS WEHUNT, JR,

, Inasnuch as WEHUNT has not furnished any information
of any value or of any significance, the Memphis Office docs
mnot feel that any further investigation is warranted regarding
the information contained in referenced airtel.

(2 - Bureau
"2 =~ Tampa
1 - Menmphis
JCH: jap
(5)
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AIRTEL o S

L4

7/18/74

@ Mr, McDonough

Tos Menphis (44-1987
SAGe, Hemphis ( )

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00;: MR

-

Reurtels 7/17/74.

No further isvestigatisn meed be conducted to
identity CliZf at thix time UACB.

EJM:bap (6)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF SNVESTIGATIGR

@  COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
J

HR ©2 ME PLAIN 2B

3112 PoM. URGEN /
704 DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, DETROIT
FROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P

JuLY 17, 1974 JLC
(44~38861)

MURKIN., 00 MEMPHIS.

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE JULY 16, 13974,

b -

i Asset, DIf aveeeme

Dep.-ADrAdSYn
DeprAD IOVeeeo

Asst. Dir.:

AN, e
Comp, Systh e
Ext. Affairs .
Filea & Cott reumm
Gan, IV, et

}Ide‘t\ b — )

- Inseetion s
Trdell, .o
Laboratary ———

1 Plan. & Eval -

Specy 10V, coeamne
Tr Faiyy .
Legsdl Coulte memem
Uatophing R e

Nirect s $%Y e |

DETROIT SHOULD NOTE THAT THE TELEPHONE WHERE CLIFF ANDREYS

HAS BEEN REACHED BY MEMPHIS ATTORNEY RUSSELL X. THOMPSON IS
519-832-2¢21, THE TELEPHONE NUMBER SET OUT IN REFERENCED

TELETYPE WAS INCORRECTLY FURMNISHED TO THIS OFFICE BY MR. THOMPSON.

THOMPSON CONTACTED CLIFF ANDREWS AT THIS NUMBER AT ABOUT
FIVE PM, JULY 16, 1974, THE PERSON ANSWERING THE TELEPHONE

IDENTIFIED THIS HUMBER AS BEING AT THE COLONIAL MOTEL, CITY

UNKNOWN. CLIFF ASKED THOMPSON TO SEND HIM $786 BY ¥OON, JULY 17,
1974, HE REQUESTED THE MONEY BE SENT T0 CLIFF ARDREWS, CANADIAN

HATIONAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE, OWEH SOUND, ONTARIO.
HE WOULD €0 TO OWEH SOUND -AND HOULD ARRIVE THERa BY NOON,

CLIFF starzn

JULY 17, 1974, CLIFF STATED IT WOULD EVENTUALLY TAKE $2 582 10
$3,822 TO ENABLE HIM TO ROUWD UP ALL THE PEOPLE INVOLV:D AND T0

GET THEM TO MEMPHIS.
END PAGE ONE
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ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO .

CLIFF TOLD THOMPSON THAT HE WAS "BURIED IN A VERY
BACKWOODSIE PART OF THE COUNTRY"™ AND THAT DETROIT WAS ABOUT

HALF THE DISTANCE FROM HIS HOME TO MEMPHIS.

THOMPSOH CALLED CLIFF AGAIN ON THE MORNING OF JULY 17,
1974, AND ADVISED HIM HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ADVANCE HIM THE

$708. CLIFF REQUESTED THAT THOMPSON CONTACT BOB LIVINGSTON,
THE ATTORNEY AT MEMPHIS WHO IS REPRESENTING JAMES EARL RAY.

THOMPSON HAS ADVISED HE ANTICIPATES NO FURTHER CONTACT WITH
‘'CLIFF UNLESS CLIFF BESIRrS TO0 COME T0O VEMPHIS AT HIS OuRN
EXPENSE, :

DETROIT SHOULD NOTE THAT CLIFF IS KRBOUN BY HIS'FIRST NAME
BY THE SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR AT THE COLONIAL MOTEL. CLIFF HAS

. O0BVIOUSLY BEEN AT THIS MOTEL SEVERAL DAYS AND IT IS POSSIBLE

~ THAT THIS MAY BE HIS PERMANENT RESIDENCE.
SA JOE C, HESTER HEARD A PART OF THE TAPE RECORDING MADE

- BY THOMPSON OF HIS TELEPHONE CORVERSATION YWITH CLIFF, CLIFF
SOUNDS LIKE A REASONABLY INTELLIGENT, MATURE WHITE MALE. HE
SPEAKS WITH AN ACCENT WHICH SA HESTER ASSOCIATES WITH THE

END PAGE TWO'
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PAGE THREE

ACCENT USED BY PERSONS IN MAINE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE.

THOMPSON ADVISED JULY 17, 1974, THAT HE IS MORE THAN EVER

CONVINCED THAT THIS IS A HOAX AND THAT CLIFF HOPES TO SWINDLE

LIVINGSTON OUT OF AS MUCH MONEY AS POSSIBLE.
END.

DBS FBIHQ CLR

U
[T,

-
1%

e -
w Y :

i p -
e e
g
X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

vl -




%1;4 145 PY uassut JuLy- 17, 1974 @GM ﬁ= Ly |
70 m ‘.crorz c44-ssssn msnpms c44 xssv B o0 yan & Bval

'FROYM BETROIT (44—989) . (RUCY “~"?, ;?7,iii'€ o ] Lot Coum s

, 1 Asst. Dir.: |
o JUL 17]°7~: ‘ :
/ Ext. Afiairs ..

- o S Gt e R G el W TS USRTEN Deped DAl i |
: T CGM\(LQ&”CAH{),\S WIQM ", { DeprAD~Inv o
s C 1 Admin, . .
Comp, Svet
) . ‘M - (O
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i L!_us_i-.i-'-.h-. 35 - Gez Iave e

v . . -, = Jdent. 1w e i A

, T : Inspection . e
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L Laboratory aeee.

o Spee IV e
it T Traiaing e e

. . . .o . ) .. . Teleprone Rro.
** oo " : BT S - { Director Sec’y ...
A . N L ce e

CMURKIN. 002 MEMPRIS. =~ Lol e
' . ) : ':' * ' ;_x‘ ' —"" ) ":‘- '..i ) e " e ‘

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE, JULY 1§, !974, AND TEL’EFFO‘JE CALL FRoM

‘M"%Pr{IS SUP"?VI“OR JOE F“ST"R JULY 17, 1974. ADVISING THAT

CORRECT TEL °HG \EUNBFR I!i OM'ARIO CARADA m THIS ?"ATTER IS

-----
H

| 519-832-2021. {; . oo T R
on JuLY 17,#1974, CORPORAL J.C. CLARKSOH, RCHP, WIND SOR

e

DETACHME NT , ADVISED THAT THIS TEL"PFONS hur BER IS LISTED TO THE

éOLOl‘JIAL P‘OT:.L, 235 GODERICH, PORT ELGIN, ONTARIO; CANADA. THIS IS

A SMALL TyON AND CLARXSON ASCFRTAI’JED FRON Af‘# RCMP OVFICIAL AT OUE”

' SOULD, ONTARIO, CANADA, WHICH COVERS PORT ELGIN, THAT THE RCMP HAD
' SOME PROBLEMS WITH THE OPERATORS OF THE COLONIAL MOTEL A YEAR AGO

AMD IT'¥AS THE ASSESSHENT OF THE RCNP OFFICIAL AT OVEN SOUND THAT

‘THE CURRE¥T OPERATORS OF THAT ¥OTEL ARE NOT PARTICULARLY SYNMPATHETIC
'TO LAW ENFORCEMENT, 1IN THE ABSENCE. OF FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS, DETROIT

IS MAKING NO ADDITIOMAL REQUEST OF RCMP.IN THIS MATTER.,

END . - L S
AWY F3I Ha S
cL®
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G niLNCATIONS SECT’O\I
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NR 01 ME PLAIN |

2125 PoM.  IMMEDIATE_ JULY 16, 1974 JLC

103 nxg;ef’ﬁ FBI '(43-38861) s
| SAC, DETROIT o

FROM: SAC, MENPHIS (44-1587) (P

MURKIN, 002 MEMPHIS,

A.‘% Dits cmioms

| D’? AD, -ln’?mw

Asst, Dir
AdiA, cveo—
'Gomp. .Sys%- R—

J' Ext, Af!l\im -
1 Files & Comti e
E 2 T £ 3 —
kB (273 T ——

Inspevtlon s

g Iﬁ{ AL . s

LRBOPILITY s |
Pi?n« & hvaL a—
ﬁp&."b !'\v’, womeram——r
2 v N AT S

1 Legal Caus. e
3 Telep‘if ne Rot e

Director DY meme

RE MEMPHIS AIRTELS TO0 BUREAU, JUHE 5, 1574, ARD JUNE 4, !974; 6%1
SUBJECT -JAMES EARL RAY REPRESENTED BY HEMPHIS ATTOﬁQ&XwﬁQggﬂI

LIVINGSTON AND ¥DC ATTﬁRNEYﬁBERNARD‘FE&SiERWALD. LIVINGSTON HA;\N
RECENTLY MADE STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED

BY AN IHDIVIDUAL'GLAINI&G THAT HE AND TWO OTHERS ARE THE QCTUAL
MURDZRERS OF KING. LIVI&GSTON CLAIMS T0 HAVE MET WITH THIS . )
IﬁBIVIﬁUAL OH MORE THAN ONE OCCASION. LIUI&GSTOV HAS IDENTIFIEQ

L
r}‘_i
|

HIN AS CLIFF ANDREWS BUT IT 1S #0T KNOWN VHETHER OR NOT THIS 15

TRUE NAME,

MEMPHIS ATTORNEY, RUSSELL X;‘THOWFSO*)*CONTACTED MEMPHIS

OFFICE THIS DATE AND STATED THAT DURING | THE PAST WEEK LIVINGSIQ&

HAS ASKED HIM I0 REPRESENI OLIFF TN CLIFF'S ATTEﬂPT 10 OBTAIﬂ
© IMMUNITY FROM THE SHELBY COUNTY D!STRIGT ATIORNEY.

i

fﬁj

CLIFF'S LAST

NAME NOT FURNISHED Y0 THOMPSOH. THOMPSON RECLIVED TELEPHONE GAﬁL \

AT ABOUT TE® PM, JULY 15, 1974, FROM CLIFF WHO REQUESTED THAT
THOMPSON CONE TO DETROIT TO MEET HIM., THOMPSOXN IS SUPPOSED IO
CQLL CLIFF THIS QATE, JULY - !G, !974, AT FIVE P, AT 519~852-292i‘

END PAGE ONE

\\ Lt‘s‘,{" 4‘*4“;
l
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1REASON, MEMPHIS DOES 'HOT RECOMME&D THAT DEIROIT OFFICE CONDUCT

ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO

THOMPSON HAS STATED HEAﬁﬂES HOT INTEND TO GO ANYWHERE TO MEET

" CLIFF AND WILL ADVISE HI¥ TONIGHT THAT CLIFF MUST COME TO MEMPHIS

IF HE DESIRES T0O HAVE THOMPSON REPRESENT Hid, T&gﬂggggﬁgngzvss

“r“i

CLIFF IS PERPETRATING SOME TYPE HOAX SUT HAS NOT YET BE?N REQUESTED |
TO FURNISH CLIé;';NYTHING OP VALUE, THOﬁPSONrﬂhs SUGGESTED THE
FBI MIGHT WANT TO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY CLIFF. THE ABOVE' TELEPHO%E
NUMBER IS A MOTEL, CITY UNKNOWN, AND CLIFF IS ALLEGEDLY RESIDING
18 ROOM ELEVEN. THOMPSON STATES CLIFF SOUNDS LIKE A MATURE,
INTELLIGENT, WHIIE MALE NITH WHAT THOMPSOH DESCRIBES AS A CANADIAN
ACCENT BUT NOT A FKENCH ACCENT, N ) q
DISIRICT ATTORN&Y 'HUGH STANTOH, ME%PHIS, HAS PREVIOUSLY
REQUESTED THAT THE ?ﬁl.ﬂﬁt‘XAKE~ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD FRIGHTEN
CLIFF AWQY'AﬂD END HIS CO%T@CT WITH'LIVINGSTOth STA%ION HOPES

TO INTERVIEY C&IFF FOR EHATEVER VALUE I? MIGHT HAVE. FOR TRIS

ANY OVERT IﬂVESTIGATION LOOKING TOWARD AN INTERVIEY OF CLIFF3
HOWEVER, IF IT COULD BE DONE THROUGH AN ESTABLISHED SOURCE 1T
MIGHT 8° UORTHEHILE TO ATTEWPT TD IDENTIFY CLIFF. AREA CODL 519
1S IN ONTARIO, CANADA, IN TRL DETROIT VICISITYo

END PAGE TWO

P

oLt .
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ME 44-1587 |
PAGE THREE ' o

IN THE EVENT THE BUREAU DESIRES WORE AGGRESSIVE INVESTIGATION
10 IDENTIFY CLIFF, DETROIT OFFICE SHOULD BE SO ADVISED. WEMPHIS
WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH ATTORNEY THOMPSON, | |
Ew. | - o
DBS FBIHQ CLR |
’

i
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1/5/14
CIVIL RIGHRS DIVISION
MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
ny 6/1/14
XXXXXXXRAXXXXAXXXXX an IHM
7/2/74 Tampa '
XX
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FIX365 (Rev. 3-1274) . ’ ‘
A ,) &s 4
' FBI

Date: 7/2/14

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

B e s e = — —— — — —— ——

Via AIRTEL ) AIRMAIL
(Precedence) '

TR S T ™ " T _——— " T S W S S—" - S, o Srier T Y. WS90 SO SV Sy "I Sy W W “h—— mbn~ oyl o e~ w— e - .h..—-z—‘a—-:—"a-»L S T S "~

To: Director, FBI (44=38861) ATTENTION:

From: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) &X CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

(RUC) GENERAL INVEST. DIV,
Subject: MURKIN (7 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
00: ME

ICR ([JEL' (OJDIH [CJCRA-64
' CJPA [JPE (OJPF [JE
(JEID [JBomb Threats [JExtremist Matters '
[:]Whit‘e Hate ([JBlack

Summary of Complaint:
Re Tampa telephone call to Bureau, 7/1/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of (2 LHM;
%1:0, enclosed for Memphis are three copies, one for the USA,
Western District of Temnessee; and two for the Atlanta Office.

In view of Tampa's limited knowledge of information
contained in LHM and possible leads that have already been
covered, any leads concerning information contained in LHM
are being left to the discretion of the Office of Origin.

ACTION: UACB:

@, reai(gn. No further action being taken and”
. LHM enclosed XX Copy to: [ USA, Memphis
2 « Arlanta $2336§DFD-376 (Enc. to LHM) [ISecret Service
2 - his ( “: 9 LHM being submitted CJATF
> Hemp Enc. Report being submitted

L « Tampa Preliminary investigation instituted

JAH:s [CJ Limited investigation instituted

(7

Approved; Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TP 157-3231

Tamga indices do not contain any information
identifiable with ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JR. oxr SR.

-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Florida
Joly 3, 1974

REs .mmsm RAY?:
DR+ HARTIN I.Imm KIHG. JRBe =

IO

On July 1, 1974, Robext Thowas Welumt, Jv.
at the Tazpa 0Fffice of the Yederal

rsonally appeared
ga.nm ct" Investigation in the W of his wife, Amette
Jeans Vehint, maiden neme 3alsingsy, snd Welwmt fumished
the fellowim informetion:

. ‘This document. contains neither recommendations
ao:mlwimafmnx. It is the property of the FOI and
is loaned to afnm y; it and its contents are not to
be mtﬂw da your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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£0-302 [REV, "'27'7°l . '4 ~ - PN ’,;f ‘v'\‘;‘
13
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R N ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 2, 1974

Dote of onscription

ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JR., 3109 Hartnett Avenue,
Tampa, Florida, personally appeared at the Tampa, Florida,
Office of the Federal Burzau of Investigation.| He was
‘advised of the.official identity of the intervicwing Agent,
the nature of the inquiry and that any information he
furnished could be used in a court of law. He did not
desire to furnish a signed statement but orally furnished
the followirg information:

WEHUNT has been in the U. S. Air Force for the
past six years, and he is praesently a Staff Sergeant in the
First Mufition Maintenance Squadron at MacDill Air Force
Base (AFB), Tampa, Florida. He recently read in the news-
paper that JAMES EARL RAY, who was convicted of killing
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. in 1968, is attempting to get
a new trial and is stating that he wants to tell who was
involved with him in this killing. This article reminded
. WEHUNT of information that he had received from his father,

ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, SR., in 1968. WEHUNT furnished this
information to his Ccmmanding Officer, Major CZOL. Major
0Z0L referred VEHUNT to Colonel HOLMES of the Legal Office
of MacDill AFB, who in turn referred WEHUNT to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation Office in Tampa.

\ » WEHUNT's father was a criminal investigator in the
U. S. Amy for 20 years. After his father retired from the
Army, he worked as an investigator for Fidelofax, later for
& bonding company and then for eight years as a guard at the
Fulten County Jail, Atlanta, Georgia, up until his death in =
August, 1973. .

%

- Approximately two months .after KING's death in 1968,

‘.  WEHUNT's father showed WEHUNT, WEHUNT's mother, ALMA LOUISE

WEHUNT, maiden name RALSTON, and WEHUNT's sister, JANET UPSHAW,

maiden name WEHUNT, at least three signed statements that

WEHUNT's father stated he had obtainad from "hard-core"

convicts in the Fulton County Jail. Each statement stated

that these convicts had been approached by "very influential

lsnf(s)inessmen" to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. for

0,000, - .

.

-~
45

taterviewed on 241/ 74 o _Tompa, Florida ' the $ ‘fagga 157-3231
- SMpNnis (& g7
SA JOHN ALLEN HARTINGH: sf 7/2/74
by : Date dictoted
o2 PP
This document contcins neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBL B is Me property of the FB1 oad is looned 10 yowr dgeasy:
% ond s contents ore ot 15 be diswibuted oviside your ogeacy. _ '

P
.
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TP 157-3231

. At this time WEHUNT's father was a jailor and he

told WEHUNT that these criminals furnished him this

information and he took it from them in the form of signed
statements. The father told VEHUNT that on one occasion

he attempted to turn thece statements over to proper authorities
for investigation but that the father's life and that of his
family were threatened, and the father told WEHUNT that he had
decided to keep his mouth shut, 7The father did not tell

WEHUNT tg whom he had offered the statements or who had
thréatened the father. ‘

The father formerly had these statements and other
related papers at his house in Atlanta, Georgia, but after the
father died in August, 1973, WEHUNT and his mother attempted
to locate these papers but to date they have not located them.
WEHUNT assumes that it is possible his father had a safe
deposit box that no one has yet discovered and that possibly
the statcments and papers are contained in the safg deposit
boxe:

g

. WEHUNT cannot recall names of the individuals -
who furnished the statements or names of the "wery influential
businessmen', but these names were all contained in the
statements.

: WEHUNT doubts that his mother or sister would
recall any additional inforxrmation about the statements
or that contained in the statements, and WEHUNT does not
know of anyone else who has any information concerning these
statements. : PR

. WEHUNT noted that shortly before the death of his
father his father was an alcoholic and he had many girl
friends and more money than he could have possibly been
earning as a jail guard. WEHUNT, therefore, at that time
surmised that it was possible that his father had been paid
off by unknown individuals to remain quiet about the statements,

WEHUNT mentioned this story to his commanding officer
about two months ago but the commanding vfficer did not
give WEHUNT any response to it and WEHUNT dropped the matter
at that time. WEHUNT brought this matter up at this time
after reading the newsgager article about RAY and after thinking
that if RAY talks possibly WEHUNT and his father's name mignt
ba brought up and there might be some danger to WEHUNT and

O« W

i

3 e -
.
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BRI L ®
» = . ’1
& . L | ’
TP 157-3231 _
a e Sister: JANET UPSHAW, b
naiden name WEHUNT
Age: 25 .
Residence: Stone lMountain, Georgia
Telephone No.: 404-294-7071,
/ h .
‘ Y
; = -
\, : .
. S* ' . .
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FBli
Date: 6/27/7%

Transmit the following in.

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

NS WS AT R R SR R G G SR R L G S A S S —— —— —— G S A - —— — —f—— S —— — . G——— — ——

70: DIRECTOR, FBI (4%-38861)

- - . - -

] t.-ni-v——--——--—-‘

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (%%4-2386) (RUC) 1

SUBTSCT: MURKIN
—

Re Savannah airtel to the Bureau, dated 6/12/7h4;
and Memphis airtel to the Bureau, dated 6/%/74.

Enclosed herewith for lMemphis are the following:

(lf One 00£y of Atlanta teletype to the Bureau
and Memphis, ET AL, 4/22/68, captioned "MURKIN',

(2) One copy of a second Atlanta teletype to the
Bureau and lMemphis, ET AL, 4/22/68, captioned “MURKIN".

(3) One copy of a third Atlanta teletype to the
Bureau and Memphis, ET AL, 4/22/68, captioned "MURKIN",

(4) One copy of autobiography of RAYMOND LEWIS
CURTIS.

(5) One c¢opy of Identification Record of RAYFOND
LEVIS CURTIS, FBI # 3 016 268. ,

(:)- Burean
2 - Memphis (4%-1987)(Enc. 5)
1 - Savannah (hk-l768%é§nfo)

3 - Atlanta (2--44-23 .
ORH: 1 (1- 88-13285) Qs@&
sLru % [ s
@ . Wy
s 1 el
Approved: Sent M Per.
Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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.. posed on 7/26/67, at Whitfield County, Georgia.

® ®.

AT 44-2386

A review of Atlanta files concerning MURKIN and
of case captioned "RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS, aka - FUGITIVE.
UFAC - MURDER, ESCAPE", reflects that CURTIS was inter-
viewed by Bureau Agents on %/21/68, and 4/22/68, concerning
nis acquaintance with JAMES EARL RAY and alleged informa-
tion he obtained from RAY concerning a plot to kill KING.
This information is contained in the three enclosed Atlanta
teletypes.

In connection with the pending fugitive investiga-

tion regarding CURTIS, Mr. FREEMAN C. HILL, Unit Coordinator,

Community Base Services, Rome, Georgia, CURTIS' former
parole officer made available on 11/28/72, a copy of an
autobiography written by CURTIS at HILL's request in about
1970. This autobiography traces CURTIS' criminal life

from early childhood to the time he wrote the autobiography.

Investigation conducted regarding CURTIS reflects
that psychiatric tests conducted by the State Department of
Corrections at the Jackson Diagnostic Center incidental to
the nurder sentence being served by CURTIS at the time of
his escape reflects CURTIS has a mental age of 10 years and
6 months and has a psychopathic personality.

A review of CURTIS! criminal history reflects he
is basically an armed robber, unintelligent, and there is
no indication he has ever been involved in any confidence
schenes.

CURTIS is currently a fugitive, having escaped
a work detail of the Ware Correctional Institution on
7/18/72, while serving a life sentence for murder, im- .

dn 7/20/72

a warrant was issued by the Georgia State Board of Offender
Rehabilitation, Atlanta, Georgia, for escape. On 9/5/72,
an authorized complaint was filed before the U.S. Magistrate,
Savannah, Georgia, charging CURTIS with violation of Title
18, Section 1073, USS. Code. A warrant was issued and
$100,000 bond recommended. CURTIS has not been apprehended
to date and continues as a fugitive,

A review of the Atlanta 88 file reflects.CURTIS

is a former cellmate of JAMES EARL RAY at the Missouri
State Penitentiary and received nationwide publicity on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3 dowet

he is an author working on a book about the life of

AT 44-2386

television and in newspapers and magazines after making
statements about RAY, . k

GEORGE McMILLAN was listed as a correspondent
with CURTIS while CURTIS was at the Ware Correctional
Institute (WCI). WCI files reflect McMILLAN made numerous
requests to see and interview CURTIS while CURTIS was at
WCI, but these requests were denied. Prison files reflect
GEORGE McMILLAN, Coffin Point, Frogmore, South Carolina,
as a correspondent with CURTIS,

In connection with the current fugitive inves-
tigation regarding CURTIS, Mr., GEORGE McMILLAN, 12 Hilliard
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised on 1/22/735A§§gt
EARL, RAY., He learned that CURTIS had been a cellmate of
RAY's and had also been jailed with him at the same insti-

tutions on two other occasions. McMILLAN said he inter-

viewed CURTIS regarding RAY on several occasions and
thereafter received leather goods from CURTIS, which
CURTIS manufactured. McMILLAN furnished CURT&S cigarette
money for these leather goods, McMILLAN stated he has not

been contacted by CURTIS since CURTIS! escape.,

It is noted in the referenced Memphis airtel to the
Bureau that ROBERT LIVINGSTONl, attorney, allegedly met with
his source, identified as CLIFF ANDREWS, in Detroit, on
4/20/7%. A review of CURTIS!' fugitive file does not con-
tain any information indicating CURTIS has been in the

Detroit area.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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6/27/74

airtel

TO: DIRRCTOR, ¥FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIB (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN
00: MRMPHIS

Re WFO airtel to the Bureau, 6/18/74.
LEAD ; ' et
BALTIMORE DIVISION

AT BRUNSWICK, MARYLAND, Will, through registration
records of the Hawallan Hotel, attempt to identify BILL HARRIS
and have him interviewed regarding statements made by him con-
cerning the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. In the event HARRIS
is now an official of a labor union national headquarters or 1is
a controversial figure in the labor movement, Bureau permis-
sion should be obtained bebre conducting this interview.

Memphis indices contain nothing identifiable with
BILL HARRIS in connection with this case.

Yor the additional assistance of Agents conducting
the interview with HARRIS, the following is set forth:

1 - WFr0 (Info)
2 -~ Menmphis

JCH : cme
(7
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KING arrived in Memphis on the morning of
3/28/68, from Atlanta, Georgia, The sanitation workers
at Memphis were then on strike in what had become a
long, bitter dispute over wages, check-offs, etc. The
sanitation workers were represented by the American
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME) of which one JERRY WORTH was President. WORTH
had been in Memphis during part of this strike, but this
office cannot say whether or not WORTH was here on any
particular day. HENRY LOEB was then the Mayor of Memphis,

KING led a2 march through downtown Memphis short-~
ly before noon on 3/28/68, but the march had barely gotten
underway before the marchers began looting the stores along
the route of the march. KING fled the scene, and the Mempphis
Police Department dispersed the mob and forced them out of
the downtown area. ) ,

KING spent the night of 3/28/68, in Memphis,
leaving the next day to return to Atlanta., KING's prestige
had suffered a serious blow in that he had been unable to
control his followers and the "peaceful" march had turned into
a riot. It has been speculated that KING's return to Memphis
on $/3/68 was done at the urging of his advisors, and his
leading another march on 4/5/68, was to be done to rebuild
his public image. As you are aware, KING was shot and killed -
a: about16:00 pm on 4/4/68, while standing on the balcony of
his motel,

All of the evidence in thigs case points to the

‘fact that JAMES RARL RAY, acting alone, was KING's murderer.

There has been nothing to ‘indicate that RAY ever received
any large sum of money from anyone, and what we know of his
living habits, both before and after the murder, would indi-
cate he lived on a very limited amount of money. We dinot
know the source of even the small amount of maey possessed
by RAY, but since we know him to have robbed a bank in
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England after fleeiné to that country, it is a reasonable
presumption that RAY committed robberies 4in the United
States during the time he was a fugitive.

RAY entered a plea of guilty to the charge that
he murdered KING and is now serving 99 years in the
Tennessee State Prison., At the time of his guilty plea
RAY was represented by PERCY FOREMAN of Houston, Texas,
RAY now claims he was not adequately represented by
FOREMAN, and he is attempting to have his guilty plea
set aside in order to be granted a trial in state court,

RAY's current attorneys have made public state-
ments to the effect that RAY bought the murder weapon and
brought it to Memphis thinking he was part of a gun samug-~
gling operation, They claim he did not know the gun was to
be used to murder KING, and they claim that RAY did not pull
the trigger.

.
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6/18/75

AIxTEL

70: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
YROM:  SAC, WFO (44-703)
MUSKIN

(003KE)

Enclosed for the Buresw and each offica is & tramseript of a
conversation betveesn SHIRLEY GAINES and BILL (MIU) RARRIS concerning captioned
mtter, - T

On 5/28/74, DAVID J. CAINES, 6171 LeesSurg Pike, Apartmeat 332,
Yalls Church, Yirgiaia, telephone 534-5372, contacted WFO aad stated he would
1ike to meke availabla a tape recording for the Fil's consideration concerning
the assassination of Dx. MAXKTIX LUTHER XING.

GAINES stated that the tape contaime a conversation betwesn his wife,
SHIRLEY GAINES, and amt individual who identifies himeelf as BILL (8W) RAXRIS.
Accerding to GAINES, both participants on the tape vers ia a sembinebriated
tion vhen the recording was mede. In the recording, HARRIS states that
EAR, RAY had nothing to do with the assassination of KING but that he
and ‘others comnected with the United Auto Workers and the Tesmsters Unien
plaoned and paid for the asssssinatiom.

The tecord reportedly was made while GAINES wag on a job as =
private court and confersnce reporter st a public hearisg on Chesspeake and
Ohio Csnal Citizsen Advisory Commission at Brunswick, Marylamd, somstime in
June of 1972, He stated that during this time he and his wife were staying
at the Havailan Notel im Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several other mea
were staying in the voom mext to theirvs,

GAIMES stated that his wife, SHIRLIY, heard on the radio receatly
that several men wers baing investigated for their part in the assassination
of KING. 5he then remesbared the tape that shs and HARRIS had made. GAINES
stated that after listening to the tape he decided to bring it to the FBI.

& 3" Bureeu (Eac 1)
"2 « Memphis (44-1987)(Enc 1)
1 « Alexandris (Info)(Euc 1)
1 - Baltimore (Infe)(¥nd 1)
1 «-WP
ABK;:ctw
¢))
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that he retains the original at his
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Woman: Before you start talking, your first name?
Male: B1il1l Harris.

Woman:  What?

_Male:’ Bi1ll Harris. | 4

Womant B1ll Harris is taling.

Male:  With the (inaudible) |
Woman: All right. Hold on Just a minute. Bill, 8411,
would you shut up & minute. ”
Mele: Right. | A

Women:  This 1s Bill Harris here at the Hawaiisn Hotel.
He's sitting here'acrosslfrdm me and we're doing & bit
of talking and he's chuckling in the process, but he has
.éomething to say. He's a very, very intelligent person.

Would you shut up & minute. I've read you out already.

Mele: I've read you out honey,:and you're more better
than I am. ] _ .

Woman: Would you hush a minute.

Male: Yeah.

Woman: Now, here is an individuyal who's lived a great

deal. Y think (inaudible) would you shut up a minute.
I've seen his hand, I've washed his body, I've listened
to him, J've watched him. He's a fine person. I think

in some ways, because of the extent of his intelligence
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he's a bit frustrated because ah, I think he's deeply
soggy, and I've washed him and listened to him. Many
times people with the lower levels of psychic ability have
this ﬁhing. I think Bill is one of them, (tape brke,
approximately 30 seconds) I don't think to the extent you
and I have, David. Ah, and I think maybe we can intro-
duce him to some areas of study that will mean a great '
deal .to him, and I will ¢try to'do so. But, I, I'm going
to le;ve'this tape on because he's had some very, very
significant experiences in his life that are interesting
to listen to and to assess. And so, Bill, come on, in

an organized way say, how it 1is with you,

Bi1l: I've been tied up with organized labor for the
last eleven years.

‘Woman: A1l right, organized labor in what form?

Bill:  In form of organizing.

Woman: What level? 5

Bi11: In the organizing labor form and the ah, ah, the
form of deciding where we strike 'and when we strike in
public employees. X was with MaitingLuther King when

he was struck in Memphis, Tennessee, I was with Jim
‘Plerce when we decide whether wa're going to strike in
Memphis, and I was the predominant figure that strived
that this was the place that we ought to decide the South.
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The only ah, decedent that I had was 4n the black organiza-
tion, was when ﬂe:was going against Globa,’a.JewiSh fellow
who was e;ectea by organized labor in Memphis. And, &h, |
then, the president of the Acme Corporation was Jerry
/'WOrth; the side.we would win and they asked me, that we
would win in Memphis because of whether we had to sacrifice,
who it was and what‘it was. Ah, I firmly believe that Martin
" Luther King was a‘sacrifice.for Jabor movement and he was

" killed by the labor movement. They'can accuse who th&y
want to, but, I firmly believe that Mr. Ray, or whoever 1it.
was, was bommitted to kill Martin Luther XKing, was killed
by assassines, unknown, was killed by the labor movement.
And I'll tell you why. Jerry Worth, at that time, was
committgd when I was #e the last meeting with Martin Luther
King in Memphis, Tennessee. Now, I was there when the
President of the. Union was there. I was their national
organizer., I was the Regional Director of the'Aﬁefican
Federation of State State (inaudible) Employees. And when
Martin Luther King was assassinated I was the Director of
the Regional Dirgctor, Southern Director of the American
Federation of State, County, and Municipal.smployees. And,
Mr. wOrth-walﬁed in and took over the operation an&'he told
me period I was no longer in charge of the operations, that

he was in charge of the operations, From then on, and from
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that day forward, until the 27th day of Martin Luther King's
assassination, he was in changg_beriod.

Woman: What was that man's name again?

Bi1l: Jerry Worth, He was t%e'?resident of our Interna-
‘tional, Until that day,fﬁartin Luther King went to Atlanta,
two days prior to that he went to Atlanta to go to the

- Plowers Church. He asked that he not be brought back in

a field of violecne and subside. He did not want to parti-
_eipate 1in any'brgaﬁizgtion with violence. My international,
president assured him that there would be no violence.

I was the principle organizer of the drive.

Female: What drive? -

B111: -In Memphis,lmennessee. You don't believe me do -

‘ you? All right. I askedihim. And Jim Pierce was my Regional
Director. I asked Jerry Worth whether or not hg could assure
me that there would be no violence, no other thing, and we
would ask Martin Luther King to return to Memphis.‘ He told

me in-his own words, he guaranteed me there would be no
violence on any part. The pfeachers in the church in Memphis -
and‘thc Alasbama Church in the Albania church, the Luth#ran
Church, told me that there would be no violence and I told
my president aﬁd Jerry Worth quoted me. We paild Martin

" Luther King to be flown to Memphis, Tennessee and there was

a consﬁiracy to assassinate him among the unions before he
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Woman: Which union?

Bi11l: Teamsters. And they paid for it.

Woman: Was there other unions involved in that?

Well, ask him.

B1l1l: All the workers, the teamsters, and AFLCIO con-
apired to pay the man to kill Martin Luther King.

Woman: How do you know this?

Bill: I know this because I was there., The money was
paid to the man and he got him in a $10,000, collect (inaudible)
Woman: Well, David, you've heard Bill, ah, what is your
last name? Oh that's right. ’ .

Bi1l: (inaudible)

Woman: 0f course honey. Listen, I've had so many thing
sald to me where I could never say anything.

Male: (inaudible)

Woman: What are you laughing at? How do you spell your
last name? How do you spell your last name?

Harris. Don't worry about it. Now, you tell me that you
think you are an alcoholic. I don't think so, you've gone
through an awful lot.x Sure, you have memories. All right
you say this on tape. In just a moment. Walt just a moment.
Will you wait just a moment. Let me talk again., I would

never ever presume to print anything that I have on this
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tape, No. I would never do it. But, I tell you one thing _
i;ght now, Bill, you're there. A lifetime in a short time,
There are others you kﬁoﬁ; who live & lifetime in a short time.
- You've learned something.

‘Bill: - ' (inaudidble)

‘Woman: Let me ask you & question? Would you lgp me &8k you
a question? Shhhhhhh, Let me ask you a question. Would

you shut up & nminute, Let . , . I want to ask you a8 question.
Billk | (1naud1§19)‘ao.ahead.

Woman: Out of the all the 1ifs experience that you had,

and some of it I know has;béen"very very rough, I know it
céuld.have been more so in this life. Shhhhhh, Just‘a{moment@
Gather your thoughts together, because I want a concrete ;
answer, |

B111: (inaudible) |

Woman: i want‘youito say on this tape what it is 4in your
inner most self you feel you've learned from all this tur-
bulence and lirp experience you've passed through. I know

i1t has changed your life in many ways. I'm hoping it has
changed it in a positive way rather than a negative way

and perhaps you can say what has all this meant to you, within
the last five yaars‘, can you say? All right, take the mike,
gather your thoughts togeyﬁer and see 1if you can say what

all this'haé meant to you. From a perhaps detached and
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philosophical point of view at this stage 1n;your 1ife,

It's been rough I know, but see if you can say, 8ll r;ght.
Bill: All right, before this zll happened, I was a
beautiful individual. There was a point where I was gh,

we had to have Martin, we had to have somebody to win this .
thing. I was subjected first of all to killing Martin |
Luther King. I objected violently to it.

Woman: And when were you born?

B11l: October 27, 1927.

Woman: Where?

Bi11: In a little southern town in North Carolina.

Woman: Where?

Bill: I was born in North Carolina 4n 1927 in a little
town called, White Lake, North Carolina, I was violently
oppossed to the assassination when I started out with. I
was told, now this 4is, in personal invitation, I've left
tﬁe labor movement since then, I've not been assoclated
with the labor movement since then. I was violently
opposed to the assassination when I was told it had to be.
And Ray has no connection with the éasassination vhatsoever.
He wgs’perpeﬁrated by the 1labor movement, he was marked

by the teamsters union, 'He~was shot and killed by the
teamsters union and the figure you have there ‘today was

only a figure. Ray is only a damn figure of the imagination.
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A guy who was perpetrated, put there, gave him money to
_be there and perpetrated for it. . The International

| Organization péié politically to assassinate Mart%nfnucher
King. They had to win in Memphis, they had to beat the .
governor there, the Mayor there, because hg was Jeﬁish.
‘He wes elected‘Qy.t§e labor movement.

wdﬁan: _’<Who was it? ' QJ * |

Bi1l1: T don't know'ébo the hell it was. The Jew there
was a guy who owned all of h;é cars, a damn hamburger stand.
He was Jewish to start out with. His name was Jewish.
Now I was brought in there, not as a‘barticipané. I was
brbught in there as a damn organizer. I was told what to
do. Martin Luther King was aésassinated‘by the labor
movement, by the teamsters union, and Ray hgd’nothiﬁs to
do with it. Not one thing. No part of it. No part of 1it.
He couldn't have fired the first shot. Because nobody knew
he was then at, but Jerry Worth, myself and}Ray, let's |
see, knew where Martin Luther King was staying at.

 Woman: My darling. If:youfve sort of bared your scu;.
Bi11l: I haven't bared my soull.

Wonman: Well, up to a point, yes. Ah, it's good for
you. Would you hush a minute, The FBI, you know, has
worked on this too. Well, would you hush a minute,

Bil1l: | (inaudible)

-
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Woman: Don't forget (inaudible) Just one mdment. ‘There

is mudh,_yqu have 10&3 to say and’there‘ié mﬁch that you have
not said. But you've éaid a8 much as you really want to

;ay and that's all right. Um, the inside, the change of

you from what happened to you as-a part of that{babticular
thing, that terrible-yhing;»an international thing what's

happened. Ah, has haae & terrible impact on you. Now

you can over conme this in man&ﬂways, an&‘you will 4n time. : s
Now, I'm telling you this because I know, And, don't ask |

‘ me how I know, but I do know. Well, the memory of what

happened and the knowledge that ;buﬂhave before thét terrible

thing . . . . h ‘

iBill:x (inaudible) ,

Woman: . Shhhhhh, won't you let me finish. Will, if you

8o choose and disappear and you will use‘the‘lésson that

comeé, will: you hush a minute. The lesson that came fronm

that knowledge at that tinme 1q your life, well, they will

disappear? Now I can tell you a few things that would help

you if you so choose to listen. There are some ver&ispecial ‘
books for one thing that are somewhat difficult to come byi '

but if you go to your bookstore, where ever you live, they
will be able to find them. I can give you the autﬁor and the
ah, the place to write to find these\books. Now, David and

I own the whole set of them and we read them where ever we
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g0, every night. David has studied these (inaudible)
they are the best to be found in this whole field. They
will help you, yes. And, I will show thenm ta you. We )
brought one with us. Well, we brought more than one.
But, I want you to become acquainted with them and do
what you can. They're out in paper back now. We have
all the hard cover ones. They're rather expensive in
hard cover, But, they're now ;ut in paper back and I |
want you to read them.’ Some people are (1naudib1q),
They're written by a Tibetan Monk, they're baby books.
Well,"I'm going to introduce you, very cursory, to the
baby books. You will overcome all that you've gbtten
through. Now X don't know if you belleve 4n . . . do

you believe in reincarnation.

B111: (inaudible)

Woman: Well, you have much more to do yet, you have too
fine a mind to let . . . |

B11l: (1naudib1e}

Woman No, listen. Would you listen. No.
B1ll: (inaudible)

Woman: Listen.

‘Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: Every man has, but every woman has too.
Bi1l: (inaudivle)

10
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Woman: Now, Jjust & moment.

Bill: I participated in 1it, yes, unwillingly.
Wonan: And you feel guilty about it don't you.
B}l;:‘ You're god damn right I do.

Woman:  All right. One, you still eat meat?

Bi11:  Yes,

Woman: Well.

Bill: Look, T can't (1nauqib1e)

‘Woman: A1l right, this is what I'm saying., You start
reading some of the books and you'll find. You'll read

-them over and over and you, can, through meditation devote
‘yburselr to a certain type of reality, ah, but st111~£emaini
very much in this level. A human being lives at many

many levels and you know that and 1t's a frustration to

ybu becauae"you éon't know the levels at which you're
1iving. | | !
Bill: That's beautiful. But, you talk about frustration.
(inaudible) | |

Woman: All right, you did what you had to do. Sweetheaft,
‘would you jJust plain listen. You did what you were told and
had ‘to do.

Bill: In front of 20 million people.

Woman: All right.

B111: I feel 1ike (inaudidble)

11
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Woman: Don't feel, if you don't eliminate that guilt in

some manner from your system . . ,

Bi11: (inaudible)
Woman: No you have not.
Bill: I haven’t said that I'm not going to do it.

Womgn; But you did.

B11l: Yeah.

Woman: And that's why the lines in your face.
Bill: All right.

Woman:  And you're still a young man.
B111: (1audible)
Wonman: My darling you don't need to die from me.

Bill: Why not?

Woman: That's why I want you to do some reading.

| All right, now we're going to shut this tap§ off and
I want to show you somé books.

Bill: (inaudible) | ’

Woman::  No, no,'I'm.not going to, oh hell. You can
‘have ‘your own guilt'if‘yéu want to, good heavens. I
‘have no guilt of, of anyghing.’

Bill: (1naudib1e)

‘Woman: No, X could never k111 anything. All right,
so this is the difference‘or course, Just a moment.

If you believe in reincarnation, I know that in a life

12
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Bill:

Woman:

’ ‘
.
,

time, I was a man once, not & woman.

(inaudible)

You've got to over come this, honey, and you

can't do ‘this.

B111:
Woman:
Bi1l:
Woman:
Bill:

‘Woman:

Bill:
Woman:
right,
Bill:

Woman:

(inaudible)
Listen  anything I give to you is given willingly,
(inaudible) ‘
Oh no., Well, ; o »
(inaudible)
Well, . . .-
(inaudible)
( When you're deeply soggy then you know. Thgb‘s

(inaudible)
I know that, Oh I know that. Don't you think

. I knew that, withoﬁt evenkliatening to your conversation.

I;fglt your vibrations.

Bill:

" Woman:

anyone,
Bill:
Woman:

Bil1l:

" (4naudible)
Thaé's right, I don't have to assume anything to

{inaudible)
No, not at &l1l. Thank you.
(inaudible)

13 ’ A
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Woman: i"I‘hazxk you.

Bill: (inaudible) ; ;

Woman: Well, I'm going to cut th;\tapé off right now.
I want to 1ntbo§uce you briefly to these boo&s.

B1ill: (inaudible)

Woman: And you know I'm very deeply in lovewﬁith ny
husband. |

Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: I want you to look at them, though. (inaudible)
CB111:  (inaudible) | | |
Woman: And one day, th;t‘s nice.

Bi1l: (4naudible)

‘Woman: Oh my gggdness Y wouldn't want any more.

‘BA1:  (dnaudible) ,

Woman: X want you.to go hoge and, uh, make maé passionate
love to your wife, my god. g

B11l: (inaudible)

Woman: "Oh, don't say that.

Bill: {inaudible)

‘Woman: | You don't know what my ideas are.

Bi1l: (inaudible) ,

Woman: Mosb men, ah, do, find their achiles heel.

B11l: I respect you. ; l

Woman: Do you know what my idea is?

14
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B11l1l: {inaudidble)

Woman: It doesn't matter.

‘Bill: Because you've got proof, about 190 of them.
(inaudible)

Woman I don't have to prove anything to anybody.
Bill: (inaudible)

Woman: You've got to use that wonderful mind of yours
and stop living the past.

Bi11: (4naudible)

Woman: Well, I am a woman too, but just in my husband's
hurry.

B11: (inaudible)

Woman: No, Well, I'm going to shut this off for now.
Bill: Now, let's talk.

Woman: David, we're home now.

15
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. 6/13/74
AIRTEL  AIRMAIL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:  SAC, SAVAMMAH (44-1768) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

gcﬂ l{l aired to 'guroau 6/4/74.

Liiclonad for Atlanta is one copy of reairte

| Enclomed for Memphis is one photogiaph of EATMOND
LEWIS CURTIS and a copy of an autobiography written by CURTIS
for his parole officer in approximately 1970,

On 8/11/74, L. L, MC GREGOR, Records Custodian,
Georgia State Prison, Reidsville, Ga,, advised that RAYMOND LEWIS
CURTIS was convicted of Murder and sentenced to life imprisonment
in Whitfield Co., Ga,, on ¥/36/67. CURTIS was transferred
to Wars County Correctional Imstitution, Waycross, Ga,, on
4/1/71, MC GREGOR stated that he has no records of CURTIS
othexr than the index carxd,

Review of Saymanah file 88-6873, reveals tat CURTIS
escaped from Ware County Correctional Imstitdtion in 1972,
and was the subject of a UFAC matter,

~Sk8p, Atlanta designated Office of Origin im this case. .
IXAD:

ATLANTA

!ﬁrnuh loiphis all pcrtindnt information with regard
to CURTIS, AT 8813385, Pay particular attention to informtion
requested by Memphisz in re airwl. ’

@rmm
2-Atlanta(Enc, 1)

2-Menmphis (Encs, 2)
2-Savannah

CRC/hja
k)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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of interview given by Ray's attorney Robert
‘Livingston.
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6/5/14
AIRTEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P»*)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00 Memphis)

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of a
transcript of a television interview given by RAY's attorney,
ROBERT LIVINGSTON, at Nashville, Tenn., on 5/24/74, This
transcript was furnished to SA JOE C. HESTER by Assistant
District Attorney General HENRY HAILE of Nashville, Tenn.

(2/~ Bureau (Encs. 2)
1 - Memphis

JCH:mrp

3)
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6/4/74
AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEWPHIS (44-1987) (p¥)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

- For Savannah's information, JAMES RARL RAY im to
be sfforded an ovideatiary hearing in the USDC, WDT, Memphis,
to dotermine whether or not he was properly represented by
Attorney PERCY FOREMAN at the time that RAY pleaded guilty in
State Court to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING., RAY is being
represented by Attorneys RERNARD FENSTERVALD, WDC, and ROBERT
LIVINGSTON of Momphig, The Btate's case is being handled by
HENRY HAILE of the Attommoy General's Office, Nashville, Tena,

ROBERT LIVINGSTON has rdcontly mado statements to
the news median that he ham been in touch with a man wyho clains
that he and two others are respunsible for the murder of KING
and that RAY was an innocent *fall guy™ who was used by the
real killers., According to LIVINGSTON, these throe men will
tentify if granted lmmunity and will nawse the four men who
hired thom to kill XING, LIVINGSTON to believe this
stoary and bas confidentially advised District Attorney
General at Mesphin of two meeotings had by him with one of the
three men, One much meeting was at MNemphis during late March,
1974, and the other meeting was in Detroit om 4/20/74. At
the Detrodt meeting this individunl, using the name CLIFP
ANDREWS, was accompanied by hias wife who used the name

On 6/3/74, Mr. BENRY HAILE advised SA JOE C. HESTER
that GEORGE McMILIAN, an author writing s book about KING'm
muyder, has told HAILE that he belieoves LIVINGSTON's contact
is one RAYMOND CURTIS who omcaped from the Georgia State
Prison at Reddsville, Ga., about 6 months ago.
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LIVINGSTON
aged vhite male having a large frame, brown hair streaked with

gray, andu being very distinguished looking. ANDHENS also
spoke with a Fronch accent and claimed to be a resident of
Canada, JMNCMILIAN has apparently beem in contact with RAYMOND
CURTIS and states he fits this general description, NoMIXLIAN
almo told HAILE that CURTIS claimed to have information
regarding ‘the KING murder but, in fack, he did not,

LEADS 2

SAVARNAE DIVISION

A'f anmn ':111 pr@tl furnish
4 of CURTIS

_plus any plychutrzc wﬂmﬁoa documts 3 1lable from

or parole 2ilem.
Will furnish all available mma.tion concerning
his oriminal background with particular emphasis on whether
or not he has ever heen imvolved in any cenfidence mchemes.
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5/25/74
AIRTEL
TO¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM ¢ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P#*)
SUBJECT:!IUHURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of
newspaper articles which appeared in the 5/24/74 edition of
"The Memphis Press-Scimitar™ and in the 5/25/74 edition of
the "Commercial Appeal' both of which are daily newspapers
‘published in Memphis, Tenn, Also enclosed for the Bureau

are the original and four copies of LHM dated 5/28/74 concerning
this matter,

2 -~ Memphis
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