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Mr. D, J. Brensan, Jr. . way 22, 1968

S. J, Papich | %e’“&

COMMUNIST PARTY OF COLOMBIA
INTERRAL SSCURITY - COLOMBIA.

The Ceatral Iutonigem Lgoncy (Cxa) pravioml
has furnished information conceraning the arrest of two indi-
viduals in Colombia who clandestimely brought inte the country
a large sor. 'of U, 8. currency nlatod to be delivered to the
Communist Party of Colombia. ,

On May 21, 1968, Thomuns Karamsssines, Deputy
Director of Plans, CIA, made available the enclosed list of
serial numnbers of the currency recovered by Colombian officials.
It should be noted that the nrzt digit in each listed . number
duigaatos the p.rti.cuhr domiution (1-$1; 2-$5; 3-$10;
4-$20; 5-$50; 64100).

ACTION:

‘!‘hi.s information will be checked out by the
Soviet Section for any significant indicators’ nuttuf to
ithe movement of funds through Soviet intelligence channels,

This information and snrclosure are zlso being '
directed to the attention of the Generxal Invostigutiu Division
in the event we desire to check any identified currency utilizod
by James hrl Ray against the attacbed listing,

Enclosure , )
SJPZ clb ’ 3 r
@

1 « Mr. Branigan

- Mr. Wannall

- Mr. lMcGowan

- Murkin File R
1l - Liaison
1 =~ Mr., Papich
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Mr. Bishop

M. A. Jones

MURKIN

Early this month, the Director turned down a request from
Jerry O'Leary (a reliable contact at " The Evening Star"™ who has written
two outstanding articles regarding the Director) and "The Reader's Digest™
for an article to be written for that magazine by O'Leary regarding the
Martin Luther King investigation. Both O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest™
have expressed continued interest in this matter; and the purpose of this -
memorandum is to set forth reasons why, at this point in the investigation
to locate James Earl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should be given
to such an article. » »

| In February, 1968, when Hobart Lewis (President and
Executive Editor of "The Reader's Digest") came to the Bureau with Associate
Editors John Barron and Eennetli Gilmore, they discussed with the Director
the possibility of publishing another article concerning ome of our "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives, ™ (It will be recalled that in the Fall of 1960, an article in
"The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr., the kidnap-
killer of Adolph Coors III, produced leads from readers of the magazine
which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada.) At the time of this
visit, the Director told Mr. Lewis that we would remain alert for another
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitive' to be featured in the magazine,

In the Coors case, inestimable savings of investigative time
and funds resulted from publication by 7"The Reader's Digest" of the arttcle
regarding fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr. Many of the same slements ag existed
in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation-~prominent victim;
intense public interest in the case; and the fugitive in both instances being

escapee - Wwith .. & reputation as a “loner" and a penchant for using

a prison
fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal hig true identity.

. It was the broad international tirculation of "The Reader's
Digest" which produced the leads that resulted {n Corbett's arrest in Canada.
LA B I & J ‘

1~ Mr. DeLoach ~ Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Bishop C. L. McGowan '

R Y CONTINUED - OVER
GWGmac ()
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo
RE; MURKIN :

In the King case, we again are dealing with a fugitive known to have been in both
Canada and Mexico during the past year, and who may be out of the United States

at this time. "The Reader's Digest' has a large readership throughout the

Western Hemisphere, Last month, for example, the Legal Attache in Buenos
Alres, Argentina, advised that through its Spanish and Portuguese editions,

*The Reader's Digest' receives "the widest distribution of all mass communt-
cations media in this area'--and he suggested the possibility of an article ‘ |
regarding James Earl Ray in "The Rsader's Digest, " ,

Jerry O'Lesry has, of course, proved himself most trustworthy !
in past contacts with the Bureau. He has done a tremendous amount of reading,
interviewing and “reportorial digging' on the King case in Memphis, Birmingham,
Atlants and other places. Other newsmen consider him the best-read and -informed
. writer on the King case, and this is why "The Reader's Digest" scunded him out on

" this assigament.

In view of his strong background in this case, O'Leary could, of
. course, write an articls on his own conceraing fugitive James Earl Ray.
Naturally, if such an article is to be published, it would greatly be to our
advantage to have the benefit of reading it and offering any changes we feel
necessary, prior to publicatioa. .

g It is O'Leary's intent to limit the article to material which has
_previously been published, together with what he has dug up himself with regard
to Ray's background and character traits.

O'Leary has pointed out that day-by-day the true facts of this case
and the accurate picture of fugitive James Earl Ray are being thrown more and
more out of focus by the distoried articles written by such irresponsible characters '
as Louis Lomax. He feels that "The Reader's Digest, " with its multimillion
circulation in the United States and abroad, affords an excellent medium for
straightening out the misrepresentations of others, as well as for producing leads
which (a8 in the case of Joseph Corbett, Jr.,) may possibly assist in the apprehen-
sion of "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive' Ray.

RECOMMENDATION: -
That we extend to O'Imré and "The Reader's Digest” the same

cooperation in regard to an article on "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive™ James Earl
Ray as was rendered in the Joseph Corbett, Jr,, fugitive investigation.

P e N

-3 -
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semorandum to Ay, Deloseh
BE: MUBEIN

In & report dated 19/21/68 the psychologist reviewed
extensive testing nod interviews conducted with Ray asd comeluded:

"Aecording to all the test results I have on the wan he Is
nothing wmore nor less than a severe neurotic

rated as an efficient and cooperative worker. 2 work and tralning

very good one.

Arrangements are being made with the ftate Departent to
provide all U, 5, MW““M
conceraning Fay's fugitive status, There are approximately 290 such
establishuaenis throughout the world,

In the allogations previcusly made to the Los Angeles "Times, ”
ﬁmwmmﬁlﬂm‘ﬂnﬁmwba
Detrott, sad thet o e ouo i (50 Sau of AU av & Rbest Bebiir:

Fiddell Industrial Caterers bas the concession at the U, &,
Mnbvﬂhm‘ The company is owned by H, V,
Brinsker and hie son, Fobertsen "lobert” Srinker. The catering company
does sot have a telephone or & telephone compaay credit card,

B CONTINUED - OVER
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Mr. Bishop o §-21-68
M. A. Jones

MURKIN

= Early this month, the Director turned down a request from

Jerry O'Leary (a reliable contact at " The Evening Star™ who has written.

two outstanding articles regarding the Director) and "The Reader's Digest™
for an article to be written for that magasine by O'Leary regarding the
Martin Luther King investigation. Both O'Leary and "The Reader's Digeat"
have expressed continued interest in this matter; and the purpose of this
memorandum is to set forth reasons why, at this point in the investigation
to locate James Earl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should he given
_to such an article. ‘

In February, 1968, when Hobart Lewls (President and ‘
Executive Editor of "The Reader's Digest”) came to the Bureau with Associate
Editors John Barron and Kenneth Gilmore, they discussed with the Director -
the possibility of publishing another article concerning ome of our "*Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives,’* (It will be recalled that in the Fall of 1960, an artitle in
""The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr., the kidnap-
killer of Adolph Coors III, produced leads from readers of the magazine ,
which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada.) At the time of thig
visit, the Director told Mr. Lawis that we would remain alert for another
"Ten Most. Wanted Fugitive' to be featured in the magazine.

. In the Coors case, inestimable savings of investigative time
and funds resulted from publication by /"The Reader's Digest" of the article
regarding fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr. Many of the same elements as existed
in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation-~prominent victim;
intense public interest in the case; and the fugitive in both instances being
& prison escapee ;. with.' .x reputation as 2 "loner™ and a penchant for using
fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal hig true identity. :

* it was the broad International circulation of "The Reader's
Digest" which produced the loads that rosulted in Corbett's arrest in Canada.

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 -MF. Rogen

1 -~ Mr, Bishop - 1% L. McGowan ,
) CONTINUED - OVER.
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo
RE: MURKIN ‘

In the King case, we again are dealing with a fugitive known {0 have been in.
both Canada and Mexico during the past year, and who may be out of the United
States at thig time, "The Reader's Digest' bag a large readership throughout
the Weatern Hemisphere. Last month, for example, the Legal Attache in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, advised that through its Spanish and Portuguese
editions, “The Reader's Digest" recelvesthe widost distribution of all mnass
communications media i this area' --and he suggesied the possibility of an
article regarding James Earl Eay in "The Reader's Digest. "

Jerry O'Leary has, of course, proved ldmself most trust-
worthy in past contacts withk the Bureau, He has done a tremendous amount
of reading, interviewing and "reporiorial digging' on the King case in Memphls,
Birmingham, Atlanta and other places. Otber newsmen consider him the best-
read andrinformed writer on the King case, and this is why ""The Reader's
Digest' sounded him out on this assignment.

In view of his strong background in this case, O'Leary could,
of course, write an article on his own concerning fugitive James Earl Ray.
However, neither he nor "The Readex's Digest™ will consider such an acticle
without the Bureau's cooperation and final review and approval of the

manuseript.

O'Leary has pointed out that day-by-day the true facts of this
casc and the accurate picture of fugilive James Earl Ray are belng thrown
more and more out of focus by the digtorted articles written by such ‘
irresponsible charactern as Louls Lomax. He feels that “The Reader's Digest, ™
with its multimillion circulation in the United States and abroad, affords an
excellent medium for straightening out the misrepresentations of others, as
well as for producing leads which (as in the case of Joseph Corbeit, Jr.,) may
possibly assist in the apprehensioa of “Ten Most Waated Fugitive' Ray.

RECOMMENDATION:

That we extend to Q'Leary and “The Header's Digest" the same
cooperation in regard to an article on * Ten Most Wanted Fugitive' James Earl
Ray as was rendered in the Joseph Corbelt, Jr., fugitive inveatigation,

‘2’
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Mr, Rosen May 21, 1968
| | 1« Mr, Rosen
C. L, McGowan . 1 - Mr, Malley
’ . 1> Mr, Long
' MURKIN , T - Mr, Martindale

1 - Mr, McGowan

On 5/20/68 ASAC Richard H, Ash of the Minneapolis Office
was telephonically contacted concerning this matter, Ash was instructed
to make arrangements to have the Western Union auditors' records
reviewed for any money order payments made to the subject under his
true name and known aliases for the months of April and May, 1968, with
points of origin for such money orders being Los Angeles, Memphis,
Birmingham and Atlanta, It is noted that these are the cities in which
subject is known to have been during the last few months and where
contact may have been made for any contract killing,

; SAC Jensen of the Memphis Office and SAC Gamble of the
Birmingham Office were instructed to check on large withdrawals of

funds from banks in their respective headquarters for 4/5/68, By largc
withdrawals it was meant any sum of $10, 000 or above.

SAC Bachman, Newark, was telephorically instructed to
recontact the locksmithing institute at which subject had enrolled to
determine, if possible, whether or not subject had re-enrolled under .
another name. It was suggested to Bachman that he obtain the applications
which had been filed or if the originals eould not be obtained to obtain
photographs of such applications and furnish to the Laboratory for hand.

writing purposes, ‘

Bachman was also instructed to obtain information from the
Jocksmithing institute as to the approximate number of such courses
being offered throughout the United States and the names and identities
of known Jocksmithing schools.

CLM:vea
(6)
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Memoranduia to Hr, Del.oach
EE: MURKIN

% BOB ALLEGES: In the weeks belore the killing, Fay stayed

FACTS: Investigation at Velle Glade has been negative. ;

CA A Club, ¥e has been interviewed with negstive results,
The owner of ihe club states there was no ieno on 4/3/68
of wmore than $409 and there has nat been a $25, 000 payelf for

YACTS: s—-m effeminate Negro states: e has
l‘m'hhcthm,mm

heavy drinkers. 7 hite owned two which in the
mﬁwdhmwn&mw
2 - CONTINUED - OVER
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Mr. Rosen May 20, 1968
]
1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 -/ Mr, Malley
)+ Mr. MeGowan
MURKIN ‘I"- Mr. Long

On 5/19/68, at 5:30 p.m., Mr. Don G. Cummings,
2738 Elm Hill Pike, Nashville, Tennessee, no telephone at home,
contacted extra duty Supervisor Paul A. Cajigas by long distance
telephone. He said he was calling from a pay telephone booth and
did not have much time to talk before his three minutes would run
out. Cummings said he had information about an individual who he
believed might have been involved in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King. He wanted to turn this information over to the FBI on this
date because the individual was in Nashville and would be leaving the
night of 5/16/68.

At this point the operator advised that Cummings three
minutes was up and the call ended.

ACTION:

Security Clerk Danny Downum, Memphis Division, was
immediately contacted and supplied with above information. He was
instructed to have an Agent immediately contact Mr. Cummings and
advise Bureau of results.

PAC:bap (5)
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pemorandum to sr. Jeloach

Vigoroes tavestigation is continuing throughout the field,

ol
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Mr, Rosen ‘ May 18, 1968

. ' I-Mt.R
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr, Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan
MURKIN (- Mr. Long

Special Agent Joe C. Hester, Memphis Extra-Duty Supervisor,
telephonically advised, thig date, that the Chief of Police (COP), Memphis,
Tennessee, has received an anonymous letter dated 5-14-68, from Montreal,
Canada. The letter is very poorly written and it is hard to make out the
entire contents, but in essence mentions Doctor King. Further, that the escent
anonymous writer has become acquainted with an individual of Ir decendant
(no name given) and over & case of beer recently determined from
individual (1) that he was once in jail in Migsouri, (2) thathehadbeeninthe
Merchant Marines, (3) that he was once a bartender, (4) that he was an
alcoholic and supposedly being presently treated for aleohousm, (5) and
that he has fallen in love with a girl in Monireal and spends money freely
on her.

The anonymous writer wants this information to be kept in strict
confidence and if the COP is interested and wants to get in touch with him,
he should writer to the Editor of the ""Gazette - News in Brief, " (presumably
a Montreal newspaper) "attention G. " Writer states he will watch the Gazette
and if the mention "attention G" appears, he will send another letter to the
COP with information and the COP can use his own follow-up.

TThe writer further states he is off work on Wednesday and
Thursday each week and has a holiday from June 1-15, and states he
might meet with the COP {f he is interested.

This letter was signed "Code letter G. "

The COP, Memphis, has misplaced the envelope which this
letter came in.

ACTION: The Memphis Office was advised to send the letter to the Bureau
by airtel this date.

KLB:erg
(5)
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' U OF INVESTIGATION ‘ Mr. DeLoachom §
£ 0 ' ‘ Eg.%zggkkﬁnm OF JUSTICE ;3;: léi(:s];:\p I
- COMMURICATION SECTION M. Cospor |
Mr. Czllahan e
FBI WASH DO MAY 171368 o s
Mr' Fcltw'u-f—un——t
IEEEFXEE !h;r» gale._.mm
FBI ST LOUIS Mr.. Sullivan—— |
Mr. Tavel
1210 URGENT 5-17-68 JJR /{\0\ Mr. Trotter—
W h | Té.le- Room e §
BNy ‘ Miss Holmesoe |
\ Miss Gandy.
10t DIRFCTOR ARD MENMPHIS — |
FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN.

JOHN LARRY RAY, BROTHER HAS BEEN INTERVIEVED SEVERAL TIMES,
HAS APPEARED COOPERATIVE, AND SEEMED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ASKED AS
WELL AS HE XNOWS. HAS STEADFASTLY DENIED CORTACT HITK'RAY OR
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WHEREABOUIS SIKCE MSP ESCAPE. - .. |

JOHNEUGERE GAWRON HAS ALSOQ BEEM INTERVIEWED ééVERAL TINES,
HAS GENERALLY CLAIMED SIMILAR LACX OF KNOWLEDGE, BUT HAS MADE SOME-
WHAT FANCIFUL ALLEGATIONS OF RAY'S INVOLVEMENT IN BANX ROBBERY,
FOLLOYING ESCAPE WHICH HAVE BEEN GENERALLY DISPROVEN AND HE
1S NOW CONSIDERED UHRELIABLE AND POSSIBLE.KARBORER, AS ALLEGATIONS
RECEIVED SUBJECT SEEN NEAR HIS RESIDENCE FOLLOWING ESCAPE,

SL BELIEVES PLACING JOHN RAY AND GAWROMN ON POLYGRAPH WOULD
HAVE BENEFICIAL EFFECT, AT LEAST PSYCHOLOGICALLY, PROVIDING BUREAU
POLICY VWILL ALLOV,

BUREAU OBSERVATIONS IE THIS REGARD RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED.
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGER?US WL T&VH;EH

END .
Ead 01( 4

BJIS -t R o

FBI WASH DC 0 1,6)

p
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Mr, D. J, Brennan, Jr. 5/16/68
¥. J. JicDonnell
MURKIN

Dr. Louis W, Tordella, Deputy Director, National
Security Agency (NSA), advised Liaison 5/9/68 that an exhaustive
search of NSA indices falled to disclose any references to sub-
ject or any of his known aliases,

ACTION:
This matter is being referred to the Civil Rights
Section for its information,

\X/C., L. McGowen Y
= Liaison 6!
- 'o Jt “cnonnell

WM : kw

(4)
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Hemorandum o Mr. UelLosch
RE: MUREIN

ACTION:

#11 aspects of this investigation are being vigorously
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' Mr, Rosen ‘May 14, 1068

C. L. McGowan . 1-Mr. Malley
MURKIN | : (U1 M, Long

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

At 11:30 p, m., 5/13/68, Legat Nate Ferris, Mexico City,
telephonically advised Extra Duty Supervisor H, E, Helgeson that
he bad just received word that it had been determined by Latent ‘
Fingerprint Expert George J. Bonebrake that the fingerprints of the
unidentified white male buried at Acapuleo, Mexico, are not identical
with those of James Earl Ray,

HEH:vea
U
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