














May 3, 1968

Adrtel 1 - Mr, McDonough

To: All SACS and LEGATS
From: Director, FaI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of:
origin in this case.

_ This investigation iz to be afforded imsgination
and ingenuity and is to be directed toward the early
apprehension of subject Ray. You are reminded that leads
in this Top Ten fugitive case must be handled within 24
hours, The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston, Jackson,
Kanses City, los Angeles, Newv Orleans, St. Louis and
Springfield Offices are to prepare the results of their
investigation to date in report form, not as an insert,

At such time as the amount of investigation in these

field officen does not appear to warrant individual reports,
advise the Bureau and office of origin that inserts being
prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All other offices will record the results in
appropriate form and transait 18 copies of each to the
office of origin for inclusion in reports submitted by
the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any
such area warranting submission of individual report, do
80 and advise the Bureau and Memphis,

Legats are to submit results of investigation
which can be dissominated in letterhead memorandum form
suitable for dissemination, Any sdministrative datas which
cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the adminis-

Eg; cs
NOTE: See Memo Rosen to Deloach,dated 3/3/68, same caption,
- EJM:cs,
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Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS
RE: MURKIN

trative section of your transaittal communication., Look-
alikes and other lesds resolved and reported by cablegram
or other communication need not be rereported as copies ot
these communications are being forwarded office of origin
by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case.

You are rominded that this investigation must
be given top priority handling and all leads are to be
thoroughly investigated.

Armed and dangerous,
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This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, J\.

It has previously been reported that Ray resided at Harkay
Apartments, 2589 Rue Notre Dame Est, Montreal, Canada, for about
six weeks, moving out about Labor Day, 1967, but that no record of
his tenancy could be located, The apartment owner has found a six
months' lease executed by Eric S, Galt on 7/17/67 for Apartment 18,
The lease was for the period of 7/18/67 to 1/18/68, Total rent was
$450 payable at $75 a month,

The apartment owner has no record as to when the subject
left but believes he skipped out on 9/2/67, A neighborhood investigation
conducted by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police did not develop any
pertment information concerning the- subject,

Various allegations have been made that while Ray was in
Missouri State Penitentiary he was well supplied with money and
regularly received money from outside the prison, A review of Ray's
account in the prison shows the following total cash deposits for each
year: ‘

1960 $ 33,06
_ -~ 1961 31,00
i 1962 _ 50,00
1963 . 314,10
1964 102, 50
1965 50,50
1966 71,10
1967 15,00
$667,26 .
WLM:vea
(14) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr, DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Most of the above deposxts were in small amounts, the
largest deposit being $65 on 4/16/63.- Only eight deposits were in
amounts of more than $25 and the total of all deposits of $20 or more
is $390,

It is noted Ray reportedly escaped 4/23/67. The last cash
deposit to his account was in the amount of $15 on 2/3/6%7 after which
the balance was $30, 35, Various small withdrawals were made between
2/3/67 and 4/21/67 when the last withdrawal of $9, 75 was made, leaving
a balance of $4, 36 when Ray escaped,

The official version of Ray's escape from Missouri State
Penitentiary is that on 4/23/67 he concealed himself in a truck carrying
bread from the prison to a prison farm, There have been allegations
that he actually escaped in some other manner and on some other date,

In a report dated 5/3/67, Captain Danton Steeleadvised the
Associate Warden he had investigated Ray's escape, the means of

. which had "remained a mystery for ten days" because of gross

dereliction of duty by three and possibly five prison personnel, Steele
reported the following details,

The guard who drove the truck watched inmates load the
bread box for the farm and the box did not appear unusually heavy,

The driver watched another guard check the truck before leaving the
prison and the bread in the box for the farm was still neatly stacked
near the top of the box; however, the report noted that the box holds
sixty loaves and since only forty loaves were being sent to the farm,
the bread should have extended only two-thirds the distance to the\top
of the box. \

En route to the farm the truck stopped to deliver another box
of bread and nothing unusual was noticed, Upon arrival at the farm, the
bread was found to be torn and crushed so that only.a few loaves were
usable, This fact went unreported for ten days.

w2 - CONTINUED -~ OVER
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Memorandum to Mr, DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Although Captain Steele concluded that Ray escaped in the
bread truck, he pomted out that it would have been necessary for Ray
touse a false bottom in the bread box if the bread was neatly stacked
as described by two guards. No false bottom was found and Steele
raised the question, ""Why should the inmate dispose of the false bottom
when the bread was mangled beyond use?"

Carmen E, Ramage, Oklahoma City, advised that she is acquainted
with Robert Dale Porter who was released from Missouri State
Penitentiary, 12/8/67. Porter told Ramage that Ray had not escaped
in a bakery truck as reported in the newspapers but had escaped in a
guard's uniform which he obtained when he was working in the dry cleaning
plant at the prison, Porter said that Ray and the guard had been good
friends and that the guard has since been fired, It is noted that one
inmate previously interviewed stated that Ray had actually walked out
the front door instead of hiding in a bread truck.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing to locate Ray as quickly
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MNemorandum to Mr. DelLoach

RE: MURKIN

A

New Orleans in December of 1967. The articles as written

by Lomax are grossly dimtorted and without foumdation im fact.
The los Augeles Office feels that Lomax hopes to use hia
articlea regarding the Xing case ss a vehicle to get back in
Yhig time"™ television. ,

Our lLos Asgeles Office advises that Lomax was ASm’FmHJ,
$o the pemitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, om larceny charges
srom 2/19/50 until 5/9/56, ) ‘

ACTION:

None. For information, Copu 0¥ ;gew}iuahm Rocml
G ELompy witncked, E
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Momo Rosen to Delomch
RE: MWURKIN

RECOMMENDATION

In view »f the fact that we have returned the
evidence to the Mewphis Police Department and in view of
ths fact thut if the subject is located and a
wvill need to show identity and mhubh caume, it ix
rocosmendaed that the reports be disseminated to the
Departsent. The Department will be mpecifically advised
in writing that the reporta or the contenta therecf are
for their use only ansd they should not be disclosed to any
pexrson outside the Depertsent, USA, Birminghsm will be so
advised also in writing,

approved, it is recemmonded that the attsched
teleatypo bc mnnittod to Birmingham and Newphis.
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Long

Martindale

1- Mr,

1 - Mr, Mohr

1 - Mr, Conrad

1 - Mr, Trotter

1 - Mr, Bishop
Mro Gale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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It has been previously reported that Ray spent a brief perioa'
in the penitentiary at Joliet, Iilinois, in 1952 when Louis Lomax was
an inmate at Joliet, It has been determined that Ray was in the diagnostic
clinic-and Lomax was in the vocational school,
+ they would have had any contact,

In a news article published in Los Angeles, Louis Lomax
alleged the FBI had telephone company records for telephone booths
at the St Francis Hotel and would not make the records available to
him, It is noted we have obtained information from the telephone
company as to calls made from all public telephones in the St, Francis
Hotel, Prior to publishing his article, Lomax contacted the Los Angeles
Office and inquired as to whether the FBI had any telephone records,
He was referred to the press release made in this case by the Bureau
and informed that no other information could be made available. to.him,

"It does not appear that

Charles Stein advised that he was not able to locate the Texas .
telephone booth allegedly used by Ray although it is noted a "Newsweek"
representative told the telephone company Lomax and Stein had located’

a telephone at Uvalde, Texas, used by Ray to call New Orleans between

6 p.m, and 9 p, m,, 12/ 16/ 67. The telephone company has no record

of such a call,

>

Stein stated he received no money from Lomax or any newspaper
source although he-claimed he had been promised up to $200, 000; he
declined to say who had made this offer, Stein said he has been conned,
duped, used, and made a mark by the newspapers, He advised he is
presently so confused about the trip he made to New Orleans with Ray
in December that he cannot distinguish between the facts and the
newspaper stories he has read,

(13)”
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Memorandum to' Mr, DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Charles De Carvelho, New Orleans, close friend of Charles
Stein, advised that he and Stein are close frxends of District Attorney
James Garrison and all are members of the New Orleans Chess Club,
Five or six years ago Garrison allegedly told De Carvelho that Stein was -
a good boy but kept bad company.

John Eugene Gawron, also known as Uncle Jack, St, Louis,
advised he taught Ray burglary and taught him to always use gloves; therefore,
he cannot understand Ray's apparent failure to use gloves in this case,
Gawron said he was closely associated with Ray in 1958 and 1959 and
participated with him in out-of-town burglanes. He never knew Ray to.
pull a job alone, . l

Gawron related that Ray has a tendency to lisp or stutter
which is most apparent in connection with his bashfulness when he first
meets any female, Gawron also said Ray can drink an enormous quantity
of whiskey without noticeable effect and preferred Laurel Springs Bourbon
with sweet soda, .

Gawron denied any contact with Ra§7 since 1959 and expressed the
opinion Ray is in Europe because he once said he would like to go to
Spain,

James W, Brown stated he knew Ray in Missouri State
Penitentiary from 1963 to 1965, He recalled that when President Kennedy
was killed Ray made a statement to the effect ""that is one nigger loving
S. O. B. that got shot.," According to Brown, Ray became aggravated
over newspaper accounts of Martin Luther King's demonstrations and
would curse King and the Negroes stating that King could get the
Government t{o do anything he wanted it to do,

Brown heard it rumored that Ray killed three Negroes in prison.
and in the fall of 1963 Ray told Brown he was going to kill Martin Luther .
King, Jr., when he got out of prison, Ray allegedly said Cooley (phonetic)
or Cooley's organization would pay $10,000 to have King killed, Brown
could not identify Cooley.

ey

-2~ CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum.to Mr, DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

. Brown recalled that Ray seemed to be well supplied with
money and allegedly received money regularly from outside the prison,
Ray never discussed his past but he did talk to Brown about tunneling
out of prison and hiding in a cave somewhere in Virginia. The-only
foreign country ment1oned to Brown by Ray was Liberia where Ray said’
he had a brother-in-law who was making large sums of money,

Lieutenant John Gruver, Sheriff's Cffice, Tucson, Arizona,
telephoned the Bureay, 5/2/68. He advised that he is taking a close
interest in this case and in view of news reports that Ray might be in

Australia he telephoned the Chief of Police at Sydney, Australia, 5/1/68,

to determine if he had any information concerning Ray. Gruver said

the Chief of Police at Sydney told him a man they had in custody on
some other charge might be identical with Ray, Gruver did not know the
name of this prisoner, This is being expeditiously checked out,

ACTION:

The investigation continues to receive top priority attention,

? .
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Mr, Conrad May 2, 1988
¥, D, Griffith

MURRIN

g

The Bureau has received an anonymous hand printed
Ietter and envelope postmarked in Arlington, Virginim on :
April 26, 1968. The anonymous letter states '"Dr, King's
assansin ix working with & group down in New Orleans,
Louisiana and the bload haived woman that the assassin or
his brother had the date with in Caluomi& is the leador
of the group, and iz & communist,"

Differences were noted between the hand printing
on the anonymous letter and envelope when compared with the
known hand printing of James Earl Ray and other similar

anonyaous cosmsunicationa which have been received in
connection with this investigation; however, the distorted
nature of the hand priating on these two items referred to
above preventoed a deunite conclusion from baing reached.

The anvayaous lettexr and onvelope were searched '
in the Anonymous letter File but could not be identified with
any prior submissions to this file and no identifying charac~
toristics wore noted oy these items which might indicate their
immediate source,

The¢ anonymous letter and envelope have been
forvarded to the Latent Fingerprint Section for sppropriate
eéxanination,

Reconnendation: None. ¥For information.

1 - Mr, Mol

1 - My, Deloach
1 - Mr, Rosen (Mr. Long 2280)
1 - “rv cmm

1 « Mr, Geiffith

1 ~ My, Mortimex

1 ~ Lab File

JHKAW (7
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ir. Del.oach April 29, 1968
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This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dyrell Dennis, the "mysterious blonde named Jerri” whom Louis
Lomax has clalmed is connected with Ray, has been reinterviewed in
Milwaukee. She selected a picture of Eay taken 1/4/66 as resembling a
man she knew only as Erie. This particular photograph had not been
available when Nennis was previously interviewed.

Dennis stated that she resided at the St. Francis Hotel,
Los Angeles, from 3/1/68 to 3/9/68. It is noted that Ray, as Eric Calt,
lived at the 5t. Francis from 1/21/68 to 3/17/68.

Dennis related that sometime during the period she lived at
the 8t. Francis she was at the bar in the Sultan Room when she was

(10) CONTINUED - OVER
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Mr, DeLoach 4-20-68

T. E. Bishop

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
PRESS MATTER

United Press International news release of 4-27-68
quoted SAC Robert G. Jensen, Memphis, as stating that the $100,000
reward offered for the slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., may
be the '"lever' needed to break the case and that the news of the reward
has not been circulated as wide as it should. The release indicated
that Jensen made the comment as he checked on the reward fund,
attempting to determine how it would be collected. With regard tg
this news release, the Director has instructed, "Tell Jensen to stop

talking. H."

SAC Jensen was telephonically instructed today ta atop

all talking about this case.

RECOMMENDATION:
For information.
e

il Aoy
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¥r. Gale April 29, 1968

¥. Y. Claveland

MURKIN

¥

At 10:25 p.m., 4/28/68, & man who refused to
identify himself telephonically contacted Extra Duty ,
Supervisor Richard B. Lavin, Special Investigative Division.
He was calling from a pay telephone in Findlay, Ohio.

The caller who did not appear to be drinking and
who sounded very rational stated he believed he had seen
James Earl Ray in Brunswick, Canada, on Friday, 4/26/68.
According to the caller he identifled Ray from photographs
shown on telewision and that is all. Ke had no conversation
with him and no additional ideantifying information. He
stated it was Ray mimply on the basis of television pictures.

 The caller stated lay was in the company of a
prostitute named Mona LNU, 5'2" and blond. They were in
Room 7 of an apariment hotel on Main Street in Brunswick.
According to the caller, it ix an old red brick building.
The bottom flooxr has & registration desk and then through
adjoining doors there is & bar. e

' The caller stated he met Mona in Fairfield, Maine,

. on 4/25/68 and took her to Brunswick, Canads, where he paid

her $25 for the night. Y¥hen he left on Friday, 4/26/68, he
saw Mona in the company of the man he believes .is Ray.

: The. chller steadfastly refused to identify himself
. and simply stated he would call back in two days to see if the
FB1 checked his story out. He then terminated the call.

ACTION ‘ ‘

Legal Attache Mosa Innes, Ottawa, Canada, was
telephonically furnished the above information at 11:53 p.m.,
4/28/68, He advised he knew of no town named Brunswick, but
only knew of the province of New Brunswick. He stated based
on the proximity of Fairfleld, Naimg; (he would contact Province
authorities to see what they thought of the infarmation and
would’/be in touch with the Bureau..

. DeLoach SEE ADDENDUM, GENERALINVESTIGATIVE
[ Mx . 3:?03 ' DIVISION, PAGE2 =~ " *

1 ~ ¥Mr. McGowan ‘ CONTINUED - OVER
1 -~ Mr, Cleveland ‘
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ADDENDUM, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION CLM:vea 4/29/68

It is noted that there is a Fort Fairfield in Maine which is near
the border of the Canadian Province of New Brunswick, There is also a
Fairfield, Maine, which is not near the Canadian border but which is not
far from thc town of Brunswick, Maine, The above information was

. furnished to ASAC Campbell, Boston, who was instructed to initiate

investigation to identify the prostitute named Mona in either Fort Fairfield,
Mafmor Fairfield, Maine, and through her to identify the hotel either

in Brunswick, Mnine, or in the Province of New Brunswick in Canada so
that further investigation can be conducted to determine whether or not -
Ray was in that vicinity on 4/26/68, =
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