
Mr. DeLoach

A. Rosen

MURKIN

1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long
1- Mr. Martindale 
IX Mr. McDonough 
1 - Mr. BiShop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr*.

With respect to the Director's inquiry regarding the vartences 
in description between James Earl Ray and Eric Galt the foltowing is 
set forth. James Earl Ray who used the alias Eric Starvo Galt has been 
Identified as the subject in the King case. Ray is an escaped convict 
from the Missouri State PentteOtiary at Jefferson City, Missouri. His 
description is based on information in the official records of the 
penitentiary where he was photographed! and his description was recorded. 
He is forty years old having been born March 10, 1928, at Alton, nihois. 
This has been verified through official birth records.

It was determined through exhaustive investigation that King's 
slayer was an individual who had used the names John Willard, Harvey 
Lowmyer and Eric S. Gait. The description of this individual and 
informatton on his past activities were devetopedl through witnesses, some 
of whom had only fleeting contact with or observatlcni of the subject,, resulting 
in vartattoss in the descriptions furnished. On painstaking reconstruction 
of the subject's background we secured a photograph which had been taken 
in connection with his completLg a bartending course in California in 
March, 1968.

In order to afford the most extensive and widespread publicity 
to the subject to possibly assist in his early location and apprehension, 
tibia photograph and description and past activitesr, as then reported, were 
rebased to the general public.
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MemolUHMUm to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN

Upon identifKathra of Ray as being GUt we were then enabled 
to furnish more precise description and background informattoH from 
official recorcs.

The descriptions of the then unknown subject developed in 
the initial stages of this investigationwere tasedupon extensive inter­
views of witnessMs in varied locatioiw reaching from Tennessee to 
CaiifornOu The remarkably close resernbauMMs which we developed 
and the fronton elicited which revealed the true extent of the 
subjects physical description shows that a most commendable fob 
was done by the Agents in their investigative activity.

The Associated Press article had been the subject of a 
previous memorandum in which it was tadicatted that Assistant Chief 
Bill Price of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, denied 
making the statements attritaMdl to him and this was submitted to 
the Director ina letter from Frank Holloman, former Special Agent 
who is now in charge of the Memphis Police Department.

ACTON:

For information.

-2 -
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. Mr. Frank C. Holloman 
Director
Division of Fire and Police 
128 Adams Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear Hollommn

It was ver/ thoughtful of you to write 
on April 22nd regarding the Associated Press news 

. item and to give me your assurances that the state- 
•’■ments attrib-deed to a member- of your Department are 
completely without foundation.

My associates and I appreciate the excel­
lent cooperaton you and your men have given us, and we 
look forward to a continuaUon of the cordial and smooth­
working relatoonship between our organisations. . ~

With warmest best wishes,

Sincerely,

1 - Memphis - Enclosures (3)

NOTE: The aReged discrepances set forth in the Associafed Press ' 
release of April.'Mpd enclosed }by Mr. Holloman which are attributed 
by implication to a Tanking Memphis police officer have been categorically 
denied by Assistant Chief Bill Price, according to Mr. Holloman.
The General Inves^tiypj Division has advised that our relationship with 
the Memphis Police and with Mr. Holloman have been excellent, especially 
in connection with the investigation of the murder of Martni Luther King;, Jr. 
It is not believed any useful pur-pose would be served in taking issue with the 
Associated Press.
GEM:mlb (4) . ■
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Ray-G'dlt Descriptions 
Vrry, Cause Confusion
; MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - A 
ranking Memphis police. officer 
acknowWs there are. “a 
whole lot, of discrepancies’’ in 
official descriptions of the man 

, sought as the sniper slayer of 
Dr. Martini Luther King Jr.
. Asst. Chief .Bill Price referred 

to statements that James Earl 
Ray, 40, an escaped Missouri 
convict, and Eric, Stam Galt; 
first sought in connection with 
King’s April 4 assassination in 
Memphiss, are the same person!.
“Y<ui don’t knew what to look 

for,” Price said yesterday as 
officers here and elsewhere con­
tinued their investigatlnn of the 
slayngj. The natojnwide man­
hunt continue!.
- The FBI issued a conspiracy 
warrant Wednesday for Galt, 
then updated its case Friday by 
saying a fingerprint comparionn 
showed GOlt was really Ray.
* The naming of Ray in the case 
caused confusion, primardybe-

' Phone Call 
; Oo Shooting 
: Is Unverified
; A SomerviUe, Tenn, man has 
report! overhearing part of a 
Memlphts telephone convtrtatOnl 
in which a white mOntpoike of 
shooting someone on a balcony a 
few hours before the Rev. Dr'. 
Martin Luther King Jr., was 

,slain, but sources close to the 
invesitigatlnn of the King slaying 
incident cannot be verified and 
is believed to be without founda- 
'tion.
’, John McFerren, a Negro civil 
rghts worker and owner of a 

, store in Somervine, reported to 
^□ties that- he. overhead 

produce

MM in (»••*•«•*•

cause ta:riitr official ntattmtnrlSs 
indicate that. Galt and Ray were 
in different places at the same 
time.

When Galt was charged as a 
conspiralor in .King’s death by 
rifle bullet, the FBI said the 
man had taken dancing lessons 
in New Orleans in 1964-651. The 
FBI said later the earlier de- 
tcriptiOn. shwud1 have said Galt 
reportedly took dancng lessons 
rather than stating so flatly.

During that time, Ray was in 
the Missouri State Prison at Jef­
ferson City, serving a 20-year 
sentence for a 1959 supermarket 
robbery.

The age of the man also was 
in conflict.

Witnesses who saw a man In a 
Memphite rooming Jois® f«m 
where the fatal bullet was fired 
estimated his age as in the late 
20s. The FBI, in issuing rte war­
rant for Galt, said he had given 
his birthdate Juity 20,1931. That 
would make him 36. The FBI 
said Friday Ray is 40.

The pernonali1tns of the two 
men are sometmees at odds. A 
prison pal described Ray as vir­
tually a nondrinker. The FBI de- 
scriies Galt as a fancier of beer 
and vodka.

There were other differences'
Galt: neat appearance. Ray: 

careless appearance..
Galt: Southern accent. Ray: 

born in Alton, Ill,No Southern 
accent.

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark:, who 
came to Memphis after King 
was nlaio, at first ruled out a 
conspiracy, but then the FBI is­
sued its warrant for Galt on a 
co nspiracy charge. _ , _

Police here have their own 
iintslilgal0on of tie slaying wi­
der way. ...................

One theory within the Mem­
phis department is .that Eric 
Stam Galt is a myth, painstak­
ingly crested by the conspira­
tors as a smoke screen..
“Somebody has muddied the 

1 waters,” Price said.
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Mr. DeLoach April 27, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1- Mr. Malley 
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan

1 - Mr. Long 
£1 - Mr. Martindale

1 - Mr. McDonough
1- Mr. BiShop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

With respect to the Director's inquiry regarding the varihMMeM 
in description between James Earl Ray and Eric Gat the following in 
set forth. James Earl Ray who used the alias Eric Starvo GMt has been 
identified as the subject in the King case. Ray is an escaped convict 
from the Missouri State PeMteMilary at Jefferson City, Missouri. His 
description is based on information in the official records of the 
penitentiary where he was photographed and his description was recorded. 
He is forty years old having been born Maresh 10, 1928, at /Ron, innate. 
This has been verifed through official birth records.

It was determMMMi through exhaustive investgaMon that King's 
slayer was an individual who had used the names John Willard, Harvey 
Lowmyer and Eric S. Galt. The description of this individual and 
information on his past activities were developed through witnesses, some 
of whom had only fleeting contact with or observation of the subject, resulting 
in variations in the desoriptioas furniihJedi. On painstaking reconstruction 
of the subject's background we secured a photograph which had been taken 
in connection with his campletitag a bartendiMg course in California in 
March, 1968.

Im order to afford the most extensive and widespread publicity 
to the subject to possibly assist in his early lacatiaM and apprehension, 
this photograph and description and past activitem, as then reported, were 
released to the ceneral nubile.

EJMiven 
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ACTON:

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN

official records.
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Mr. DeLoach

A. Rosen

MURKIN

April 27, 1968

1 - Mr. Deloach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. MOlley

Mr. McGowan 
Mr. Long
Mr. Martindale

1 - Mr. McDonough 
1 - Mr. Bishop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

With respect to the Director's inquiry regarding the variances 
in description between James Earl Ray and Eric Galt the foltawtag is 
set forth. James Earl Ray who used the alias Eric Starvo Galt has been 
identified as the subject in the King case. Ray is an escaped convict 
from the Missouri State FedteMiary at Jefferson City, Missouri. His 
description is busied on information in the official records of the 
penitentiary where he was photographed and his description was resowed. 
He is forty years old having been born March 10, 1928, at Alton, Hinos. 
This has been varifeki through official birth records.

It was determined through exhaustive investigation that King's 
slayer was an individual who had used the names John Willard, Harvey 
Lowmyer and Eric S. Galt. The description of this individual and 
infornatton on his past activities were developed through witnesses, some 
of whom had oalyfleettag contact with or observathm of the subject, resulting 
in variadoMs in the descriptions furaistahi. On painstaking reconstruction 
of the subject's background we secured a photograph which had been taken 
in connection with his comptotng a bartering course in Califon^ in 
March, 1968.

In order to afford the most extensive and widespread publicity 
to the subject to possibly assist in his early location and apprehension, 
this photograph and description and past actirittae, as then reported, were 
released to the general public.

EJMxvea
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Mr. DeLeach

4. Rosen

MURKIN

April 27, 1968

1- Mr. DeLeach
1 - Mr. Roses
1 * Mr. MOUey
1 - Mr. McGowan

1-Mr. Mohr

1-Mr. LongXD. Mr. l^D^^g^ 
^t - Mr. Martindale

1- Mr. GOe
1-Mr. seUtao
1-Mr. Trotter

This IS the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

these two dates at 10:30 gw an Date Redrgum, who received the package
tn hew Orleans, now recall* tnat it was raisin? the niaht the Barbara wan^B^^F^s

delivered. Weather Bureau records show It rained heartily in New Orhans 
throughout the day and evening of 3/31/68 and intake early morning hours 
of 3/2V68. No other rainfall was recorded from 3/17/18 to 3/24/68.

Major Bernard 3. Petry, Custodial Officer, Missouri State 
reaiteatterv. advised he has inter oat taa from the nr lean oranertnau os ^^r^Fv^n^^^^^n f^^^^^^^b* ^u^^^^^^o^^up vf^^v

source Identifiable, Mat Ray made contact with Walter Nolan, St. louis, 
a former inmate, and that Nolas was possibly the brains behind the

Jamas 2. BraMnsL servinr a life Matoaca at Mis&otiri ’tele w^a^^ar . B^r^BFFiwwjy s^erv^^^ng f^^b^b^^b^^^bw

. esttautlary, adohMdl that Ray has very small veins making # ftttHcelt 
for him to "mate Utas" his amphstamtae abate.

Infor matoe. He knew Ray in Missouri State Prison for five years prior
to Rer's oesaso in ^eriL 1367. Ashy was chief cook and Ray worked for 
him as a steer in the bread room. la 1963 Ray attempted to escape hut

and he fracurad his armwhwn he foil. Raby would not discuss Ray's

WLMives
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Memoranda to Mr. DeLeach 
RE: MURKIN

_ _ Everett COllier. vice prMdM and editor, HMon" ChroMe," 
advised that Louis Loss* and Chaleo Mm arrhnd IM Houston on (he 
afteunuon of 4/15/# and spent five hours Marching for the telephone 
allegedly used by Ray on 12/14/# when he was an route to New Ortons 
wtthMn. They were raompanM by a "ChrMto reporter who was 
to photograph t^he telephone booth If it was locittird. The reporter told 
Collier that Stein was very vague and not sure et the area from which the 
call was made.

X a further search as 4/24/0 wee MwaredacitiML. Comm Md ^w^a^s -^^^^^^^w^^^^uctiv^^By ♦■^^w^^w^w^^m imurf

she stated that darttai. Lather Mas. lr..

actON

Vtowrous ■vu^o^m.mm is continuing.
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M*. W. C. Sullivan

3. A. Sisoo

MWKIN

Norman Palin, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) advised 
this date that a german doctor, Klans Steer, German Director, 
Scientific De5p.rt.mwn Africa E. Merck Aktengesellschnet 
Knrnatady, Germany, had advised tie African Embassy, Addis Ababa., 
Ethiopia that he believed he had seen an individual whom he 
tiougbt to be Eric Starve Gilt at the Bristol Hotel Lagos 
Higgeia on the afiera<in of 4/23/68. Because he thought the 
individual Itoked Ike Gat he made an effort to get some 
information concerning him. Be ifend he was regisiere<3 at the 
hotel as Joe Musgaque, Room 403 Receipt number D52138, 
account number 08325. The doctor did not now if Musgaque had 
registered at the hotel as an Ameican. In conversation* with 
Musgaque the doctor leaned that husgaque was employed by the 
Wlcwr 011 Company (adress unknown) and was en route to ‘ War ! 
011 Field. Nigeria.

BUles contain no refeeelKits to Joe Musgaque or the 
Wilder 011 Commy.

Mr. Palin. CIA. was advised that Billies contain no 
le/ereices to Joe Musgaque or Wider OH Company.

ACTION:

None. For information. Thia is being refereed to 
the GMMeral Investigate Division.
JBKIbnr (8) V
1 - Mr. SulUaan M
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Sizoo 7
1 - Mr G.C. Moore 
1-M-. McGowan
1 - Mr. McDonough 
1 - Mr. Kavana>h
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Mr. Harold Weisberg 
76217 Old Receiver Road

OUTSIDESOURCE'

NOV 9 1983

21701

4- 

/

Frederick, Maryland

Dear Mr. Weesberg:

, Reference is made to your request to the Cennrai
Intrllirnncr Agency (CIA) for information pertainnng to 
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy..

The CIA has referred 367 documents, consisting 
of over 10,000 pages, to the FBI for direct response to 
you. Please be advised that the bulk of this miterial was 
processed in FBI fiees on the tssassinttion for release /^
to the general public in 1977, and is avaiiabee for reveew/j 
in the FBI Public Reading Room. //

If you wish to receive this mmaerial it will beV^ 
necessary to charge duplicate frees pursuant to Title 28, 1 
Code of Federal Reeulations, Section 16.9 at the cost of 
ten cents per page. At this rate it is conceivable that 
dlplicttion frees for this maee-lal will be in excess of 
$1,000.

Please advise us if you desire to receive this 
mteritl. Your patence and understandnng in this matter 
are appreciated

MAILED 15

NOV 9 1983

UmAD'Am...----- -
Exec ADInv. --. ..- FBI 
Ex.« AD LES 

, Asst. Dir. wan:dh (3)

Sincerely yours,

Is/
Jaimes K. HaH, Chief
Freedom of Information­

Privacy Acts Section
Acords Management Divisoon

Crim, lor.
Idem.

Inter.. ______ 
Lob.,.,.,.,,..,,..., 
Legol Com, __ 

, Off. Cong. &
, Public AH., __ 

Rec. Mgn*. EJ, 
Tech ServAZLSr 
TraWg* .............

T.Uih^n R«.-.r... 
- Director’* S*c'y _

iv ' i

FEB 9

MAILROOM

12 NOV 19 1983

F8I/DOJ
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