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, In addition, the following information is also
included: Charles Q. Stephens, the "wino" who was a witness. .
in the rooming house in Memphis when the shooting ‘occurred,
has been located in Memphis by FBI Agents; the .38 caliber’
revolver Ray had in his possession when apprehended in London,
has been traced to a man in Birmingham, Alabama, who sold it

"to an unknown individual answering Ray's description in

October, 1967, (Ray was residing in Birmingham at that time); .
Ralph'M. Carpenter the York Arms Company employee who sold
the binoculars to the subject, is confined to a mental
institution, however, the physician in attendance stated that
it is his opinion that Carpenter is competent when not involved
in his current disorder and that it should have no bearing on_
the previous information he furnisheéd; Ray was in Lisbon,
Portugal, May 8 - 17, 1968, and reportedly consorted with local
women: Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison under
unprecedented security provisions; Scotland Yard is continuing
extensive investigation to develop information concerning
Ray's activities in London; and that among Ray's effects at

the time of his arrest was a memorandum or article setting out
detailed description of the theory and specifications regard-
ing silencers for firearms.

ACTION:

This case is continuing to reéeive'high priority
and the Department will be kept advised of pertinent facts.
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Appropriate investigation is belng conducted relatlve
to various items set forth above.

Mr. Long also advised you of efforts being conducted
to trace the binoculars recovered with other itéms near the’
scene of the shooting of Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. Cordra
York, Sr., of the York Arms Company, Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that a review of his records located an invoice dated
October 31, 1967, wherein the York Arms Company received from .
D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated, Pasadena, California, -
a shipment of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars. Mr. York stated this
order was placed on October 20, 1967, for six pairs of
binoculars to be placed in snap top cases. The binoculars
were shipped on October 30, 1967, according to. the invoice;.
and the billing date was llsted as October 31, 1967.

Mr. York said he received othexr 7 x 35 Banner
binoculars in January, 1968, and April, 1968, but these
were wide angle binoculars and retailed for a higher price.
He also said that if salesman Ralph Carpenter had to go to the
window showcase to remove the pair of binoculars, they were
in all probability the last pair in stock. He said they
reorder periodically from D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated,
as the supply diminishes. Mr. York said there is no record kept
by his firm or received from the Bushnell Company identifying
the binoculars by serial number. A review of the York Arms
Company's records fails to indicate a subsequent invoice showing
purchases of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars in snap top cases since
‘the invoice dated October 31, 1967. A review of the stock on
hand did show one pair of the 7 x 35 binoculars which retailed
at a price of $39.95. According to Mr. York these binoculars
were identical to those sold by salesman Ralph Carpenter in this
matter even though they were in a zipper type case rather. than
the snap top case. Mr. York said most of his customers purchasing
binoculars preferred the snap top case and he has exchanged
cases to satisfy customers. He is of the opinion this might
have happened in this instance.

As Mr. Long previously advised you, an individual
using the name of R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon in
Washington, D. C., on June 7, 1968, and claimed he was the
killer of Martin Luther Klnb, Jr., and knew the girl in the
polka dot dress who was at the scene of the shooting of
Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter denied making the
telephone call and denied having any information concerning the
murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy. He has a general
reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place of residence,
of being unreliable, untrustworthy and an alcoholic.
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. Mr. Long also furnished you information regarding -

the individual referred to in Toronto newspapers as the

"fat man" who reportedly delivered an envelope to the subject
while Ray was living at 962 Dundas Avenue, West Toronto,

The Metropolitan Toronto Police Department advised that the
"fat man" accompanied by his wife, contacted that agency and
identified himself as Robert McDouldton of Toronto who has
been employed as a salesman for a paint supply company for .
the past eight years and who worked in the Dundas Avenue area.

Mr. McDouldton explained that in early May of this
year, he had used a public telephone booth in the vicinity
of 962 Dundas Avenue and found an envelope there addressed
to Sneyd at the Dundas Avenue address. He thereafter took
the envelope to that address and gave it to Sneyd in the
presence of Sneyd's landlady., He stated the envelope
contained a Toronto postmark with no return address and he
had the impression it contained some klnd of application
for a job.

The landlady viewed McDouldton and identified
him as the "fat man'" to whom she had previously referred.
Appropriate Canadian- authorities are satisfied that
McDouldton is a reputable citizen and that he has no
knowledge of nor is he involved with the subject. These
authorities advised they are committed not to divulge
McDouldton's identity and requested that this commitment
be honored and no information be released even acknowledging
that the mysterious "fat man" has been located.

In addition to the foregoing information furnished
by Mr. Long, SA Hunter Helgeson telephonically advised you
on the evening of June 12, 1968, that Charles Q. Stephens,
the "wino" who was a witness in the rooming house in Memphis
when the shooting occurred, had been located in Memphis,
Tennessee, by FBI Agents. A Department Attorney on the scene
was in the process of arranging to interview Stephens and is to
obtain an appropriate affidavit.

" In accordance with your request of SA Helgeson
on June 12, 1968, copies of the registration card from the
New Rebel Motor Hotel signed by Eric S. Galt have been
expeditiously forwarded to Memphis to be furnished to
Department Attorney J. Harold Flannery in connection with
the obtaining of certain affidavits.
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The following additional developments are beingb
furnished for your information,

The .38 caliber revolver Ray had in his
possession at the time of his apprehension in London was
sold to Robert Tatum, a gun dealer, of Mableton, Georgia,
on October 11, 1966, by the Liberty Arms Company and
Solinger Cutlery Company, Montrose, California, Mr. Tatum.
has advised that on December 3, 1966, he sold the gun for
$50 to Walter E. Spain of Birmingham, Alabama.

Walter E. Spain has confirmed he purchased the
weapon from-'a gun dealer located just outside of Atlanta,
Georgia, after seeing an advertisement in an Atlanta paper.
Sometime in the spring of 1967 he gave the revolver to his
father, Walter Leon Spain, in partial payment of a debt.
Walter Leon Spain has advised that because of financial
difficulties following his being hospitalized in August,
1967, he began selling personal items among which was the
revolver he obtained from his son., The items were sold by
placing advertisements in Sunday editions of the ' '
"Birmingham News.' On the Sunday his advertisement
appeared regarding the revolver, he received a call from
a man who was interested in the gun and subsequently sold
the weapon to that man for $65. The purchaser paid for
the weapon with two $20 bills, two $10 bills, and a $5 bill.
Walter Leon Spain did not give the buyer any receipt nor
did he obtain from the buyer any information as to his
identification, - residence, or employment. Mr., Spain
furnished neither ammunition nor papers for the gun.

Mr, Spain could recall only that the buyer
was driving a late model white or light-colored automobile,
but could furnish no further description. He described the
buyer as a white male about 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet
8 inches or 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 170 to 175 pounds,
having dark hair slightly graying at temples. Mr. Spain
selected a photograph of Ray which was taken in California
in January or February of 1968 as "resembling the man" who
bought the weapon, but could not make a positive identifica-
tion of Ray as the purchaser, :

It has been determined that . an advertisement for

the .38 caliber revolver placed by Mr. Spain appeared in
the October 1, 1967, issue of thg "Birmingham News."
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Information was previously received that Ralph M,

Carpenter, the York Arms Company employee who sold the

binoculars ‘to the subject, is presently confined to a
mentai institution. Dr., Max West, the physician in
attendance on the floor of the_Tennessee Psychiatric
Institution and Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, where

Mr. Carpenter is a patient, has stated that in his opinion
Mr, Carpenter is competent when he is not involved in his
current disorder described as '"manic depressive." Dr. Vest
has advised that in his opinion Mr, Carpenter's present '
condition should have no bearing on his previous identifica-
tion, or information furnished relative to this caseé
although a defense attorney might try to make something out
of it.

With respect to inguiries in Portugal, it has
been learned that Ray was in Lisbon May 8 - 17, 1968, where
he stayed in the Hotel Portugal. He reportedly consorted
with local women and occasionally visited various Lisbon
bars. One prostitute was located who spent one night with
Ray but she could furnish no pertinent information. Ray
returned to London on May 17, 1968, as established by
airline records and official records of the Portugese and
British Governments,

Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison
under unprecedented security provisions. He had been held
in Brixton Prison but was transferred by heavily guarded
convoy to Wandsworth Prison which is more secure on
June 11, 1968,

Scotland Yard is continuing extensive investiga-
tion to develop information on his activities in London but
has not yet been able to determine Ray's whereabouts in
London prior to May 28, 1968, when he took a room at the
New Earls Court Hotel, ©On June 5, 1968, he moved to the
Pax Hotel where he ‘stayed until the date of his arrest on
June 8, 1968, The receptionist at the New Earis Court Hotel

stated Ray was very shy and although she indicated a willing--

ness to establish a close relationship with him, he did not
seem receptive.

Among Ray's effects at the time of his arrest was
a four page memorandum or article setting out a detailed
description of the theory and spe01flcat10ns regardlng
silencers for firearms,

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.
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"This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The attached memorandum is being furnished to
Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak of the Civil
Rights Division in view of the fact the Attorney General has
stated that he wanted Pollak to divorce himself from other
work and to supervise this case. The Attorney General also
asked that Pollak be kept advised of pertiment information in
this case. The material contained in the attached memorandum
has been taken from cablegrams and teletypes, and Pollak is
being informed that the information is based on preliminary
communications and complete details will be incorporated in
reports setting forth results of investigation.

.. Briefly, material  being submitted concerns infor-
mation that Robert McDouldton has identified himself to the
Toronto Police as the "fat man."” He claims he found an
envelope in a telephone booth and delivered it to Sneyd, the
name Ray was using, at the Dundas address and that this was
his only connection with the subject. Also included is an
itemization of articles found among the effects of Sneyd at
the time of his arrest in London including the revolver,
camera, transistor radio, and articles of eclothing.

Information is also being included that an individual
using the name R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon on
June 7, 1968, claiming he was the killer of Dr. King and knew
the.girl in the polka dot dress who was at the scene of the
shooting of Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter was inter-
viewed and denied making the phone call, amd denied having any
information concerning the murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy.
He has a general reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place
of residence, of being unreliable, untrustworthy, and an alcoholic.

Enclosure

o
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

Approprlate 1nvest1gat10n is being conducted relative
to various items set forth above.

Mr. Long also advised you of efforts being conducted
to trace the binoculars recovered with other items near the
. scene of the shooting of Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. Cordra
York, Sr., of the York Arms Company, Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that a review of his records located an invoice dated
October 31, 1967, wherein the York Arms Company received from’
D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated, Pasadena, California,
a shipment of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars. Mr. York stated this
order was placed on October 20, 1967, for six pairs of
binoculars to be placed in snap top cases. The binoculars
were shipped on October 30, 1967, according.to the invoice;
and the billing date was listed as October 31, 1967.

.. Mr. York said he received other 7 x 35 Banner
binoculars in January, 1968, and April, 1968, but these
were wide angle binoculars and retailed for a higher price.
He also said that if salesman Ralph Carpenter had to go to the
window showcase to remove the pair of binoculars, they were
in all probability the last pair in stock. He said they
reorder periodically from D, P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated,
as the supply diminishes. Mr. York said there is no record kept
by his firm or received from the Bushnell Company identifying
the binoculars by serial number. A review of the York Arms
Company's records fails to indicate a subsequent invoice showing
purchases of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars in snap top cases since
the invoice dated October 31, 1967. A review of the stock on
hand did show one pair of the 7 x 35 binoculars which retailed
at a price of $39.95. According to Mr. York these binoculars
were identical to those sold by salesman Ralph Carpenter in this
matter even though they were in a zipper type case rather than
the snap top case. Mr. York said most of his customers purchasing
binoculars preferred the snap top case and he has exchanged
cases to satisfy customers. He is of the opinion this might
have happened in this instance. :

As Mr. Long previously advised you, an individual
using the name of R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon in
Washington, D. C., on June -7, 1968, and claimed he was the
killer of Martin Luther King, Jr., and knew the girl in the
polka dot dress who was at the scene of the shooting of-
Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter denied making the
telephone call and denied having any information concerning the -
murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy. He has a general
reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place of residence,
of being unreliable, untrustworthy and an alcoholic.
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Mr. Long also furnished you information regarding
the individual referred to in Toronto newspapers as the
"fat man'" who reportedly delivered an envelope To the subject
while Ray was living at 962 Dundas Avenue, West Toronto.
The Metropolitan Toronto Police Department advised that the
"fat man" accompanied by his wife, contacted that agency -and
identified himself as Robert McDouldton of Toronto who has
been employed as a salesman for a paint supply company for.
the past eight years and who worked in the Dundas Avenue area,

Mr. McDouldton explained that in early May of this
year, he had used a public telephone booth in the vicinity
of 962 Dundas Avenue and found an envelope there addressed
to Sneyd at the Dundas Avenue address. He thereafter took
the envelope to that address and gave it to Sneyd in the
presence of Sneyd's landlady. He stated the envelope
contained a Toronto postmark with no return address and he
had the impression it contained some kind of application
for a job.

The landlady viewed McDouldton and identified
him as the "fat man'" to whom she had previously referred.
Appropriate Canadian authorities are satisfied that
McDouldton is a reputable citizen and that he has no
knowledge of nor is he involved with the subject. These
authorities advised they are committed not to divulge
McDouldton's identity and requested that this commitment
be honored and no information be released even acknowledging
that the mysterious "fat man" has been located.

In addition to the foregoing information furnished
by Mr. Long, SA Hunter Helgeson telephonlcally advised you
on the evening of June 12, 1968, that Charles Q. Stephens
the "wino" who was a w1tness in the rooming house in Menphls
when the shooting occurred, had been located in Memphis,
Tennessee, by FBI Agents. A Department Attorney on the scene
was in the process of arranging to interview Stephens and is to
obtain an appropriate affidavit.

In accordance with your request of SA Helgeson
on June 12, 1968, copies of the registration card from the
New Rebel Motor Hotel signed by Eric S. Galt have been
expeditiously forwarded to Memphis to be furnished to
Department Attorney J. Harold Flannery in connection with
the obtaining of certain affidavits.
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‘The following additional developments are being
furnished for your information,.

, The .38 caliber revolver Ray had in his
possession at the time of his apprehension in London was
sold to Robert Tatum, a gun dealer, of Mableton, Georgia,
on October 11, 1966, by the Liberty Arms Company and
Solinger Cutlery Company, Montrose, California. Mr, Tatum.
has advised that on December 3, 1966, he sold the gun for
$50 to Walter E, Spain of Birmingham, Alabama.

Walter E. Spain has confirmed he purchased the
weapon from-a gun dealer located just outside of Atlanta,
Georgia, after seeing an advertisement in an Atlanta paper.
Sometime in the spring of 1967 he gave the revolver to his
father, Walter Leon Spain, in partial payment of a debt.
Walter Leon Spain has advised that because of financial
difficulties following his being hospitalized in August,
1967, he began selling personal items among which was the
revolver he obtained from his son. The items were sold by
prlacing advertisements in Sunday editions of the '
"Birmingham News.'" On the Sunday his advertisement
appeared regarding the revolver, he received a call from
a man who was interested in the gun and subsequently sold
the weapon to that man for $65. The purchaser paid for
the weapon with two $20 bills, two $10 bills, and a $5 bill.
Walter Leon Spain did not give the buyer any receipt nor
did he obtain from the buyer any information as to his
identification, residence, or employment. Mr, Spain
furnished neither ammunition nor papers for the gun,

Mr. Spain could recall only that the buyer
was driving a late model white or light-colored automobile,
but could furnish no further description. He described the
buyer as a white male about 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet
8 inches or 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 170 to 175 pounds,
having dark hair slightly graying at temples. Mr. Spain
selected a photograph of Ray which was taken in California
in January or February of 1968 as "resembling the man" who
bought the weapon, but could not make a positive identifica-
tion of Ray as the purchaser,

It has been determined that an advertisement for

the .38 caliber revolver placed by Mr. Spain appeared in
the October 1, 1967, issue of the "Birmingham News."
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Information was previously received that Ralph M.
Carpenter, the York Arms Company employee who sold the
binoculars to the subject, is presently confined to a
mental institution., Dr, Max West, the physician in
attendance on the floor of the Tennessee Psychiatric
Institution and Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, where
Mr. Carpenter is a patient, has stated that in his opinion
Mr. Carpenter is competent when he is not involved in his
current disorder described as "manic depressive." Dr. Vest
has advised that in his opinion Mr. Carpenter's present .
condition should have no bearing on his previous identifica-
tion, or information furnished relative to this case
although a defense attorney might try to make something out
of it. '

With respect to inguiries in Portugal, it has
been learned that Ray was in Lisbon May 8 - 17, 1968, where
he stayed in the Hotel Portugal. He reportedly consorted
with local women and occasionally visited various Lisbon
bars. One prostitute was located who spent one night with
Ray but she could furnish no pertinent information. Ray
returned to London on May 17, 1968, as established by
airline records and official records of the Portugese and
British Governments,

Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison
under unprecedented security provisions. He had been held
in Brixton Prison but was transferred by heavily guarded
convoy to Wandsworth Prison which is more secure on
June 11, 1968,

Scotland Yard is continuing extensive investiga-
tion to develop information on his activities in London but
has not yet been able to determine Ray's whereabouts in
London prior to May 28, 1968, when he took a room at the
New Earls Court Hotel. On June 5, 1968, he moved to the
Pax Hotel where he stayed until the date of his arrest on
June 8, 1968, The receptionist at the New Earls Court Hotel
stated Ray was very shy and although she indicated a willing-=-
ness to establish a close relatlonshlp with him, he did not
seem receptive,

Among Ray's effects at the time of his arrest was
a four page memorandum or article setting out a detailed
description of the theory and specifications regarding
silencers for firearms.

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.
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This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr. .

The attached memorandum is being furnished to
Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak of the Civil
Rights Division in view of the fact the Attorney General has °
stated that he wanted Pollak to divorce himself from other
work and to supervise this case., The Attorney General also
asked that Pollak be kept advised of pertinent information in
this case. The material contained in the attached memorandum
has been taken from cablegrams and teletypes, and Pollak is
being informed that the information is based on preliminary
communications and complete details will be incorporated in
reports setting forth results of investigation.

Briefly, material being submitted concerns infor-
mation that Robert McDouldton has identified himself to the
Toronto Police as the "fat man." He claims he found an
envelope in a telephone booth and delivered it to Sneyd, the
name Ray was using, at the Dundas address and that this was
his only connection with the subject. Also included is an
itemization of articles found among the effects of Sneyd at

. the time of his arrest in London including the revolver,

camera, transistor radio, and articles of clothing.

Information is also being included that an individual

using the name R, W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon on

June 7, 1968, claiming he was the killer of Dr., King and knew
the girl in the polka dot dress who was at the scene of the
shooting of Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles.
viewed and denied making the phone call, and denied having any

information concerning the murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy.
He has a general reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place
of residence, of being unreliable, untrustworthy, and .an alcoholic.

Enclosure

EJM:FJH:bjf _
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In addition, the following information is also .
included: Charles Q. Stephens, the "wino" who was a witness
in the rooming house in Memphis when the shooting occurred,
has been located in Memphis by FBI Agents; the .38 caliber
revolver Ray had in his possession when apprehended in London,
has been traced to a man in Birmingham, Alabama, who sold it
to an unknown individual answering Ray's description in
October, 1967, (Ray was residing in Birmingham at that time); .
Ralph M. Carpenter, the York Arms Company employee who sold
the binoculars to the subject, is confined to a mental
institution, however, the physician in attendance stated that

it is his opinion that Carpenter is competent when not involved

in his current disorder and that it should have no bearing on
the previous information he furnished; Ray was in Lisbon,
Portugal, May 8 - 17, 1968, and reportedly consorted with local
women; Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison under
unprecedented security provisions;-Scotland Yard is continuing
extensive investigation to develop information concerning

Ray's activities in London; and that among Ray's effects at

the time of his arrest was a memorandum or article setting out
detailed description of the theory and specifications regard-
ing silencers for firearms.

ACTION:

Thié case is continuing to reeeive'high priority
and the Department will be kept advised of pertinent facts.
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

Appropriate investigation is being conducted relative-
to various items set forth above.

Mr. Long also advised you of efforts being conducted
to trace the binoculars recovered with other items near the
scene of the shooting of Martin Luther Kirg, Jr. Mr. Cordra
York, Sr., of the York Arms Company, Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that a review of his records located an invoice dated
October 31, 1987, wherein the York Arms Company received from
D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated, Pasadena, California,
a shipment of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars. Mr. York stated this
order was placed on October 20, 1967, for six pairs of
binoculars to be placed in snap top cases. The binoculars
were shipped on October 30, 1967, according to the invoice;
and the billing date was listed as October 31, 1967.

: Mr. York said he received other 7 x 35 Banner
binoculars in January, 1968, and April, 1968, but these
were wide angle binoculars and retailed for a higher price.
He also said that if salesman Ralph Carpenter had to go to the
window showcase to remove the pair of binoculars, they were
in all probability the last pair in stock. He said they
reorder periodically from D, P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated,
as the supply diminishes. Mr. York said there is no record kept
by his firm or received from the Bushnell Company identifying
the binoculars by serial number. A review of the York Arms
Company's records fails to indicate a subsequent invoice showing
purchases of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars in snap top cases since
‘the invoice dated October 31, 1967. A review of the stock on
hand did show one pair of the 7 x 35 binoculars which retailed
at a price of $39.95. According to Mr. York these binoculars
were identical to those sold by salesman Ralph Carpenter in-this
matter even though they were in a zipper- type case rather than

the snap top case. Mr. York said most of his customers purchasing

binoculars preferred theée snap top case and he has exchanged
- cases to satisfy customers. He is of the opinion this might
have happened in this instance.

As Mr. Long previously advised you, an individual
using the name of R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon in
Washington, D. C., on June 7, 1968, and claimed he was the
killer of Martin Luther King, Jr., and knew the girl in the
polka dot dress who was at the scene of the shooting of
Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter denied maklng the
telephone call and denied having any information concerning the
murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy. He has a general -
reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place of residence,

of being unreliable, untrustworthy and an alcoholic.
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Mr. Long also furnished you information regarding .
the individual referred to in Toronto newspapers as the
"fat man" who reportedly delivered an envelope to the subject
while Ray was living at 962 Dundas Avenue, West Toronto.

The Metropolitan Toronto Police Department advised that the
"fat man" accompanied by his wife, contacted that agency and
identified himself as Robert McDouldton of Toronto who has
been employed as a salesman for a paint supply company for.
the past eight years and who worked in the Dundas Avenue area,.

Mr. McDouldton explained that in early May of this
year, he had used a public telephone booth in the vicinity
of 962 Dundas Avenue and found an envelope there addressed
to Sneyd at the Dundas Avenue address. He thereafter took
the envelope to that address and gave it to Sneyd in the
presence of Sneyd's landlady. He stated the envelope
contained a Toronto postmark with no return address and he
had the impression it contained some kind of application
for a job.

The landlady viewed McDouldton and identified
him as the "fat man' to whom she had previously referred.
Appropriate Canadian authorities.are satisfied that
McDouldton is a reputable citizen and that he has no
knowledge of nor is he involved with the subject, These
authorities advised they are committed not to divulge
McDouldton's identity and requested that this commitment
be honored and no information be released even acknowledging
that the mysterious "fat man' has been located.

In addition to the foregoing information furnished
by Mr. Long, SA Hunter Helgeson telephonically advised you
on the evening of June 12, 1968, that Charles Q. Stephens,
the "wino" who was a witness in the rooming house in Memphis
when the shooting occurred, had been located in Memphis,
- Tennessee, by FBI Agents. A Department Attorney on the scene-
was in the process of arranging to interview Stephens and is to
obtain an appropriate affidavit,

In accordance with your request of SA Helgeson
on June 12, 1968, copies of the registration card from the
New Rebel Motor Hotel signed by Eric S. Galt have been
expeditiously forwarded to Memphis to be furnished to
Department Attorney J. Harold Flannery in connectlon with.
the obtaining of certain aff1dav1ts
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The following additional developments are being
furnished for your information.

The .38 caliber revolver Ray had in his
possession at the time of his apprehension in London was
sold to Robert Tatum, a gun dealer, of Mableton, Georgia,
on October 11, 1966, by the Liberty Arms Company and
Solinger Cutlery Company, Montrose, California. Mr, Tatum.
has advised that on December 3, 1966 he sold the gun for
$50 to Walter E, Spain of Blrmlngham Alabama.

Walter E. Spa1n has confirmed he purchased the
weapon from:'a gun dealer located just outside of Atlanta,
Georgia, after seeing an advertisement in an Atlanta paper,
Sometime in the spring of 1967 he gave the revolver to his
father, Walter Leon Spain, in partial payment of a debt.
Walter Leon Spain has advised that because of financial
difficulties following his being hospitalized in August,
1967, he began selling personal items among which was the
revolver he obtained from his son. The items were sold by
placing advertlsements in Sunday editions of the
"Birmingham News. On the Sunday his advertisement
appeared regarding the revolver, he received a call from
a man who was interested in the gun and subsequently sold
the weapon to that man for $65. The purchaser paid for
the weapon with two $20 bills, two $10 bills, and a $5 bill.
Walter Leon Spain did not give the buyer any receipt nor
did he obtain from the buyer any information as to his
identification, residence, or employment. Mr., Spain
furnished neither ammunition nor papers for the gun.

Mr., Spain could recall only that the buyer
was driving a late model white or light-colored automobile,
but could furnish no further description. He described the
buyer as a white male about 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet
8 inches or 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 170 to 175 pounds,
having dark hair slightly graying at temples. Mr. Spain
selected .a photograph of Ray which was taken in California
in January or February of 1968 as "resembling the man" who
bought the weapon, but could not make a positive identifica-
tion of Ray as the purchaser

It has been determined that an advertisément for

the .38 caliber revolver placed by Mr. Spain appeared in
the October 1, 1967, issue of the "Birmirngham News,"
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Information was previously received that Ralph M.
Carpenter, the York Arms Company employee who sold the
binoculars to the subject, is presently confined to a
mentai institution. Dr. Max West, the physician in
attendance on the floor of the Tennessee Psychiatric
Institution and Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, where
Mr. Carpenter is a patient, has stated that in his opinion
Mr, Carpenter is competent when he is not involved in his
current disorder described as '"manic depressive.”" Dr. VWest
has advised that in his opinion Mr. Carpenter's present
condition should have no bearing on his previous 1dent1flca-
tion, or information furnished relative to this case
although a defense attorney might try to make something out
of it.

With respect to inguiries in Portugal, it has
been learned that Ray was in Lisbon May 8 - 17, 1968, where
he stayed in the Hotel Portugal. He reportedly consorted
with local women and occasionally visited various Lisbon
bars. One prostitute was located who spent one night with
Ray but she could furnish no pertinent information. Ray
returned to London on May 17, 1968, as established by
airline records and offlclal records of the Portugese and
British Governments,

Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison
under unprecedented security provisions. He had been held
in Brixton Prison but was transferred by heavily guarded
convoy to Wandsworth Prison which is more secure on
June 11, 1968,

‘Scotland Yard is continuing extensive investiga-
tion to develop information on his activities in London but
has not yet been able to determine Ray's whereabouts in
London prior to May 28, 1968, when he took a room at the
New Earls Court Hotel. On June 5, 1968, he moved to the
Pax Hotel where he stayed until the date of his arrest on
June 8, 1968. The receptionist at the New Earls Court Hotel
. stated Ray was very shy and although she indicated a willing--
ness to establish a close relationship with him, he d1d not
seem receptive,

Among Ray's effects at the time of his arrest was
a four page memorandum or article setting out a detailed
description of the theory and spe01f1cat10ns regarding
silencers for firearms.

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.

-5 -
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. Casper
Memorandum e
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TO : Mr. DeLoach DATE: June 12, 1968 Rosen -
) Tavel
FROM : 1 - Mr. DeLoach Mr, Long . Tele Room
¥ A, Rosen 1- Mr Rosen ~ Mr, Bishop o
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr, Mohr
SUBJECT: MURKIN 1- Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Sullivan

This involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

An item has been appearing in the Toronto, Canada, newspapers
as to a mysterious "Fat Man" who delivered an envelope to subject
James Earl Ray while Ray was residing at 962 Dundas Avenue, West
Toronto, during latter part of April and early part of May, 1968,

The mysterious "Fat Man'" who identified himself as
Robert McDouldton of Toronto, contacted Deputy Chief Simmonds, TOI‘OI]LO PD,
(National Academy) with his wife and explained that in-May of this year
he had used a public telephone booth in the vicinity of Dundas Avenue
and found an envelope which was addressed to Sneyd. .He, thereafter,
took this envelope to the address on Dundas Avenue and gave it to Sneyd
in the presence of Sneyd's landlady. According to McDouldton, the °
envelope contained a Toronto postmark, no return address and he had
the impression it contained some kind of application for a job. The
landlady at Dundas Avenue viewed McDouldton and identified him as the
"Fat Man" to whom she previously referred to in newspaper articles.

Officers of the Toronto Police Department and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police are satisfied that McDouldton, who has been
employed as a salesman for a paint company in Toronto for the past
- .eight years, is a reputable citizen and has no knowledge of or involvement
with subject as Sneyd. '

Two Department of Justice employees with the U, S. Bureau of
Prisons contacted our Memphis Office and advised that they havebeen
in Memphis for two days on instructions of the Attorney General counseling
with local authorities concerning the security measures which may be
needed in the event James Earl Ray is returned to Memphis. They stated
they are in Memphis in an advisory capacity and desired to be helpful, T
and their purpose in contacting our office was to advise they were in the
city and they would appreciate any suggestions our office may have in
connection with handling of Ray. Our Memphis Office will make absolutely

REL:cs
9) CONTINUED - OVER
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/f’?[// @ /Q:i/'/(’//

Jupe 12, 1968

'1 - Mr. McGowan
(i)-. Mr McDonough

¥r. James H. Eet!m-thy
1094 Souwth Marengo Avenue
Pasadens, Califormia 911

Dear Nr. McCarthy: .

| Your letter dated June 5, 1968, has been

The matter ‘lau which you refer has been looked .
mta and-Agents of this Buresu did not, nor are they
suthorized under statute to, issue any instructions as -
outlined in your letter. '

s Sincere 1y ymlrs,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

REL:j1h .
. SEE NOTE PAGE TWO' v e 'o LR B B B B B BN
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5. F. Latona

vt

. PRE PARATIDN ';SF‘ AFFIDAVI’I -

K - Fingerprint Examiner ‘George J. Banebrake and
. dapartmental attorneys on 6-10-68, prepared an affidavit relative
to the results of the examination of certaln items of evidence - -

. _;submitted tn connection:with the murder of Martin Luther King, .Tr fjf G -

oL Fou@wmg completion of this aiﬁdavit a capy of

: :'»'-which is attanhed the examiner appeared before the deputy clerk '
- - of U, 8. District Court, Washington, D. C., and under oath stated"

. that the. contents of the aﬂidavit were the true fa@ts regarding his
. (Bonebrake‘s) eﬁcamination ‘ :

Se .‘Ra:y from England R
- RECOMM‘ENDATION' B 2 .

Formformaﬂ@n T
Enclasure

GJB bb/psp
( )
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