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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach
RB: MURKIM

with defendants and witnesses wvho appsar nervous or who
do not sometines understand legal procedures.

rcoording to the files of the Bureau and our
Memphis Office, Yudge Battle has besn the subject of two
Civil Rights complaints, both in 1965. In the one case,
the victim complained that he had been illegally extradited
and the judge told him that regardless of how he had been
returned to Menmphisz, an indictment was outstanding against
him and he was going to stand trial in the court. In the
sscond case, the victim complained that Judge Battle told
a prisoner to be gulet in his courtrcom and therefore,
this was a violation of the victim's civil rights. In both
of these cases, the complaints were refarred to the Civil
fights Division of the Department and no further investigation
was raquested by the Department.

the Bureau files, am well as the Memphis files,
contain no information of a derogatory nasturs concerning
Judge Battle.
ACTION:

For your information.
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Criminal Court : ' | ‘ .

Judge W, Preston Battle

Described as one ot the most experienced trial judges in

" Memphis. He is 60 years of age, ' Attended Washington and Lee Univérmty

and Memphis U’nivermty Law School. Received license to practice law

in 1933, Theresafter he was assistant to District Attorney General for

Shelby County for 11 years, He entered private practice of law in Memphis -

* in 1945, Most ef his work was cages devoted to riminal law. In 1950

he was appointed Judge for Division 3 of the Criminal Court of Shelby Cou:ity

‘He has since.-been elected to that position, " He is member of Shelby County

- and Bar Associations. Served on Board of Directors and Executive

~Cominittee, Described as a Judge who runs a NER no nonsénse caurtmom.
- Had some of his decisions reversed according to the newspaper artiole -

- but newspaper article says thié Is a mark of a Judge who hears a lot'of - R
' ‘edséy and: is;mt afraid to blaze new trnﬂs. He is further deseribed as- .

;-two sepuaxe elvil rights complainis, both in 1963..

a stit:kler u {or legal asp&ts o a case and will often recess court to check -

a point of law. He was. descrlbed ag'a Judge who will give sharp words to

lawyers who try grandstand tacties-in the courtroom. Described.as a
- - Judge who displays patience with defendants or witnesses who appear , .
:nervaus or who do net seem to\mderstam legal procedm-es. L R

.
w¥

Accordirg to J ensen Judge Battle has been the subject of i

. Im one ca&e the vietim Douglas Ianier, complained that he
had been illegally extradited and Jtdge Battle told hianr that regardless\ :

" of how he had been retirned to Memphis an indiétment was' qutstanding

s 7- .‘against him and he¢ wasagoing to stand trial in Judge Battle's court,

In the other case the victim complained that Judge Battle had

. - talda prisoner to be quiet in his caurtroom. 7

‘In both mata.nces the.m mplai.nts were- furnished to the

. Civil Mghts Division of the Demrtment andm further investigation was o

Jensén advised tha't"’fuea‘ of the. Memphis"'bﬁiée contain
no information of a derogatory nature eoncerning Judge Battle,

R
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Criminal Court
Judge W. Preston Battle

Ducribed as one of the most experimed trial judges in
, Hﬂmphu He 1s 60 years of age. Attended Washington and Lee University
- and Memphis University Law School. Reeeived licende to practice law
- "in 1933. Thereafter he was assistant to District Attorney General for
~ Shalby County for 11 years. He entered private practiwe of l1aw in Memphis

.. in'1045. Most of his work was cases devoted to criminal law. In 1959
'+ % was appointed Judge for Divipion 3 of the Criminal Court of Shelly County, -
N ~ He has since been elected to that position. He is member-of Shelby Counfy -

ad Dlr Mmcht iona. Sarvnﬂ on Board of Direstors and Exeeutlve Ll

"7, ¢ Committes, Desoribed aa & Judgé who Fins & b rionsdnaw courtroom.: .
< Ml gorme of his detisions reversed sceoriling to the mewgpaper irticle ~ °

- " stighler for legal i

- Wul sswspaper artinle says this is » mark of 8 Judge who heurs a lot of
_ﬂ:,ewmummmmcm&-ﬂs He is further des el RE -

it of a cuse'xnd will often resess court to chw
" m petnbef Inw, Ehwujdemﬂbeiuwmxewhowﬂrﬁe@hmwrﬂato

- lgwyers who t¥y grandptand tucticsh 1o the courtroom. Described asa -

- TadgWwho displays philence with defendants or wituesses mmeu
. jmwpmmm' wha do not :umﬁb mmdcrﬂmd legal pracbdures.

wamhmmmmmmmwmm

B V’;_ 5:&&“& civn riahhr campmm, both in 193&

' Inonemethsﬂctim, DuuzluLlnier, nomplﬂmﬁmnthe
hitd been illegally extradited and Judge Battle told him that regardless -

. of bow he had been returned to Memphis an indictosmt was gutstanding

: uumammmmmmnmmnmxmammmcm

,deapﬂwmmmmgmmmm‘ - JMB'BittI

' both Instancés the complalits were mnuhed tothe s

-

czmmﬁmﬁamamnwm-ndmtuﬂwmmnﬂmm

o ;raqmm&.

e Jensén ldvund that tua: nt the, Mes eﬂi@é wmln
Y immtipn ofa dnraptory mmre epmurmng Judge me.
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Mr. DeLoach “Tuly 22, 1968
1 - Mr, DeLoach
A. Rosen , 1 - Mr. Rosen
| ' ' ¥ 1 < Mr, Martindale
MURKIN 1 - Mr. Bounds

I
This 1s to advise that Special Agent Kenneth L. Bounds of the
General Investigative Division on special assignment, Memphis, Tennessee,

participated in the turnover of James Earl Ray to Sheriff William N, Morris,
Shelby County Sheriff's Office on the morning of 7/19/68,

Sheriff Morris advised Special Agent Bounds he fully understood
that once he accepted custody of Ray aboard the military plane, the ,
responsibility of transporting the prisoner to the county jail rested entirely
with the Sheriff, However, he asked if Special Agent Bounds could
resirain the prisoner on the aircraft and accompany him with the prisoner
to the county jail as a matter of cooperation. Special Agent Bounds
agreed to this arrangement,

Shortly after the prisoner was legally turned over to the Sheriff,
Special Agent Bounds proceeded to apply the Sheriff's restraining gear
on the prisoner. The restraining belt was placed around the prisoner's
waist and he was asked by Special Agent Bounds, "Is this too tight?" and
the prisoner replied, "No," Special Agent Bounds then placed the Sheriff's
handcuffs through the restraining belt and applied them to the prisoner's
wrist at which time Special Agent Bounds asked the prisoner, "They are
not too tight, are they?" and the prisoner replied, "That's fine, "

Thereafter, the prisoner was escorted from the plane by
“Sheriff Morris and Special Agent Bounds and he was immediately placed
into an armored car. Special Agent Bounds accompanied the armored car
to the Shelby County Jail and upon arrival at the jall, Special Agent Bounds
and Sheriff Morris hurriedly escorted the prisoner safely into the confines
of the jail without incident. .

ACTION:

ey

For information and record pi¥pdsesy b /' .}

KLB:vea
~ (5)
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My. Deloach July 22, 1968

1 - ul’. Bewmh
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - .Ml‘. m‘,
MURKIN ~ 1= Mr, Long
o = Mr. McGowan
1 - Ml‘. Bmp

SAC Jensen of the Memphis Office has telephonically furnished
the following information.

James Earl Ray was arraigned befores Judge W, Preston Battle
in Ehelby County eriminal court this morning at 10 &, m. and by mutual
agresment of the Judge, the prosecutor and defenss counsel, trial has
been set for 11/12/68.

The entire proceedings took only approximately ten minutes,

Kay was brought from his cell on the third floor of the Shelby
County Jail into the courtroom by Shelby County Sheriff William N, Morris
and his two chief deputies, '

The indictment was read to Ray who was represented by Attorney
Arthur Hanes and his son and Hanes inquired af Jud;e Battle as to whether
Ray was required to enter & plea.

Judge Battle advised Hanes that he could exter a plea at the
arraignment if he desired or could do so at a later date whereupon Hanes
entered a plea of not guilty. Immediately after the trial was set Ray
was returned to his cell in the Shelby County Jail.

There were only approximately thirty speciators in the couriroom
including repeesentatives of the press. All parsons enmtering the courtroom
were searched and they were photographed and their voicesrecorded on
video tape.

ACTION:

For infornation.

JGK:ver
(D

e ]
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e JUL 211963
1 - Mr. DeLoach "EEMEnmma
1 - Mr. Rosen T t
1 - Mr. Mallev =
: Hr. Fred ¥. Vinson, Jr. 1 - Name Checljuly 19, 1968
{  Assistant Attorney Genmeral .
// Director, FBI ’ : '
REC22 o =z pre/— L9093~ mmm?ggg:mfsﬁ.mm

EX1IZ
Reference is made to your letter of July 18, 1968,
your reference 95-103-473, requesting a check of the files of
this Bureau concerning 25 members of local law enforcenent
agencies who will be asgigned to security detail during the
nbove subject 8 incarceration in Shelby County.

The files of the FBI have been reviewed based on the
identifying data furnished by you and our files reveal no
identifiable pertinent information cencerning the individuals
listed by you with the excepticn of the fellowing:

—

Bobert Jackson Deckham, Jr. We have not investigated
Beckham, However, our 1iies reveal that Hobert Jachkson
Beckham, Sr., who may be the father of Hebert Jackson Beckham, Jr.,
was the subject of two ecivil rights investigations. He, the
father, was a deputy sheriff of Hardin Ccunty, Tenaessee. ,
Copies of the reporis of these investigations were furhished 2
the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice in ' :
the cages captioned "Con D. Seaton, Sheriff, Hardin County, » f
fSavanmah, Tennessee; Bobert Jackson Beckbham, Sr., aka, ' !
Leputy Sheriff, Hardin Cousnty, Savannah, Tenaessee; James L. ;
jHunt - Vietin™ and "Richard Clay Jerroids; Et Al.; '
+{ larvey McNeal Vanhoose, Et Al, - Victims.,"

: Howard Don Clifton, This individual was the subject \\ﬂ
of a civil rights invesilgation in September, 1964, A copy _ -l
|

JUL 1 91968

of the investigative report was furnished the Civil Rights

: ' Division of the Depariment under the title "Howard Dom = = i
. Clifton; Jimmy Lonald Husic; Menmphis, Tcnuessee, P011ce '
%?/’ Department; James Edward Pugh - Victim,® .

s ”*:." Filliom &, DoFfour. This individual was the subject
of a civil rights investigation along with others in 1906,
Totson - Copies of the ;nvestigative reparts were forwarded ta the

Mohrt i

!
Bishap : S o !
; | . |
1 R Memphis (Info)ﬁyiePﬂath ANRTEL 9/‘4?3\ )
! a
v | |

Caspec
(8) ZQWV - SEE NOTE, PGS 2 &- 3 -

Callchan
| AR 1
§) ' u/f/é/ ‘o g
MAIL RooM [ TELETYPE UNIT 1 . ’
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ONE IDENPIAL,

M. Fred M. Viason, Jr.

P

Civil Rights Division of the Deportment under the title of
"Jawmes Roy Edwards; Williasm Albert Dufour; Fred icloy Sansone;
Carlton Eugene Mendenhall, CGificers, Shelby County Sherifi's
Office; Memphizm, Tenn.; R. €. {(IQ) ¥itchell -~ Victim.” :

John Emmet Overbey. Invesitigations were conducted
involving Uverbhey and others on c¢ivil rights matiers in .
- June, 1883, and Novewbey, 1985, Copies of the investigative
reports in buth cases weys Ffurnished to the Civil Rights
Divisicn of the Depariment under the titles “?airolmen Jdo Be .
Overby, B, BR. Davis, Memphis 2D; Alconzo Housion, ska Lonzo -
Houston, Joe Joe Fonzo - Victin' and "John Bmmett Overbey;
ggn ﬁveu Lewis; affxcereg Hemphis, Tean., FD; Roscoe Baggett -

etim.’' . A

y Jerry'Jeseph Wells, This individual was the subject

of & ¢ivll rigats invesiigation in %areh, 1“6?, and 2 copy

0f the investigative report wss furnished to the Civil Righis

Bivigion of the Depariment under the caption "William Thad

Enight, Jderry Joseph Welils, Patrolmen, Memphis Police- :

gzgartmﬁatp Lcmyhleg Tenunesseey Herman Rl@hﬁfﬁ Tayior, Ir., =
etin,

NOTE: Regarding Beckham matter, two civil rights investigations
alleging the father of subject of inguiry and other deputy
sheriffs beat a drunk and cafe owner, both white, Case was

tried by jury and subjects found not guilty in July, 1965. The
other investigation was typical allegation of beating. Department
furnished copies; no further action. (44-21964) (44-25219)

The Clifton matter was a typical civil rights allegation

0f brutality involving the beating of a white male, Reports
furnished Department and no further action taken, (24 267925

- In the DuFour matter, complete investigation
'.conducted concerning four highway patrolmen in Memphis,
Reports furnished the Départment; no further action taken.
Allegation was that officials manhandled a Negro male, his
wife,and two daughters. Allegations denied.(44-31655)

-In the Overbey matter, both 1nvest1gat10ns involved

: Negro v1ct1ms who were drunk and disorderly. Preliminary

-investigation conducted and no further actlon requested by
the Department (44-22308) S -

NOTE CONTINUED, PAGE THREE,
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.

MHE,cmﬂqmmD-*’”f O A

In the Wells matter, victim, white male, alleged
beaten by subjects. Subject advised victim hit with flashlight
when resisted arrest. No further action requested by Department

-(44-35582)

In addltlon to the above dat, Warner J. Berry was
the subject of a Bureau applicant matter in July, 1955,
Investigation developed no derog re Berry but did raise -
some question regarding morals of his in-laws. 1In view of
the nature of this information, it is not being furnished
to Vinson., (67-539740). Berry was also investigated as
an applicant for INS inV1962. No derogatory information ‘
was developed. (77-90617), _ R ; Lo .

Re Eugene Joseph Mlller, he EOD'd in the Bureau ..~ ' . ‘
12/2/57 and resigned 1/24/58 as he desired to be nearer his '
home in Tennessee. No derogatory information and above 1
not furnlshed to Vinson., (67 -556048) S i

Classified "Confidential" inasmuch as incoming so
classified. yo "group'" classification being assigned as
Vinson had no such classification on incoming.

-

{
WA A
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Mr. Tolson.——_

r§5m13}6:‘6550) . . - .o o S ‘ . . i\bgr ﬁelhoachl....._
- " ! - . . . L) (0] ¢ ) oS—
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SRR i DEPARTMEN’I‘ OF JU%IPIQE‘]OD oo

: ’ S : - . Casper..........

Memorandum — cassemss. ~ . L Eme

Mr. Folbo o

| , . - S T M Galewe
TO  ‘Director cee . patE: July 18, 1968y S |
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon ' - o | Mr Tevel— ]
o R Mr. Tootter——
. S L 9R.100- Tele. T2 1
FROM N :Fred M, Vinson, ]r.':, L 9’5'100 »4.73 Mels(; i :
Assistant Attorney Geperal ¢ U ae oo | Miss Gandy—
¢ Criminal Division - () e e 1
SUBJECT: James Earl Ray , ///g,_( Z- /_'/;;;‘)f s o | .
. o -
Attached is a list setting forth the names, birth dates,
race and residence of those members of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Department, Memphis Police Department and the
Tennessee Highway Patrol who will be assigned to security
detail during the above subject’s incarceration in Shelby County.,
: Wil yoa please run an indices check and let me know 3 p
the results as soon as possible. : 4
Attachment ,
1 . | ’M
DECLA IFIED BY (’@‘UV\'L .
AL i ey
- REGpg /4/,[; ¢ 4//4)9/
| ASURE . - |
\gﬂ@ﬁ‘i - S | a5 JuL 23 1968
gt o8 -
h;l‘ *,.é\j’vékﬂ . -
}@M “i) (‘ﬁ'{“

L C‘,Hf‘.
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Director e L juy1s, 1968
Federal Bureau of Investlgation - ' S -

Fred M. Vmson, ]r, |  9;5-100-47-3 .

Assistant Attorney General ‘ PITEE
Criminal Divigion . e T

James Earl Ray

¥
7

.

Attached is a list setting forth the names, birth dates, .
race and residence of those members of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Department, Memphis Police Department and the
Tennessee Highway Patrol who will be assigned to security
detail during the above subject's incarceration in Shelby County.

Will you please run an indices check and let me know
the results as soon as possible,

Attachment

o DECLA:%S(FIED o5 QW kfo |
o Z (2025

Confidential
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LGenfidential
" Director ‘ July 18, 1968
Federal Bureau of Investigation i L -
Fred M. Vinson, Jr. o L 95-100-473 g

Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

James Earl Ray

Attached is a list settmg forth the names, birth dates,
race and residence of those members of the Shelby County
Sheriff’s Department, Memphis Police Department and the
Tennessee Highway Patrol who will be assigned to security
~detail during the above subject’s incarceration in Shelby County,

U win you please run an indices check and let me know
the results as soon as possible,

“Attachment
B 'ATDEG\_ASS\F\ED-B:AL‘D%}"#‘ SRR e

on

S
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lemo Rosen to Del.oach
. SURKIN

According to SA Harold Light, who was in charge of the
31 escort crew, Hay was no problem on the plane, was docile and
-although food and drink was offered to hiin, he declined to eat or
drink. No effort was made to interview him and he volunteered no
information. Just prior to touchdown in iemphis Ray complained of
hayving a headache, the Afr Force doctor was notified and he provided
Ray a couple of aspirins. The Air Force flight surgeon, after giving
Ray a physical examination on departure from “ngland and arrival
in ¥emphis, stated that he was in good physical condition.

The original proposed press release (copy attached) was
discussed with Cliff Sessions, Departmental Public Information
Dfficer, on 7/18/68 and he insisted the release be discussed with
Assistant Attorney General Vinson and the Attorney General. Vinson
and the Attorney General instructed that the press release be short-
ened and the names of the Attorney General and the Director be
omitted in order to, as they stated, play the release in a lower key.
Appropriate action, howsver, was taken by the Crime lecords
Division on conferring with our news contacts in making an extensive
dissemination to the news media of the attached approved release at
5:34 a.m., Washington time, today, 7/19/68. The release was also

furnished to the “ferphis Office.

Letters have been prepared for the White louse and the
Attorney General advising them of the successful completion of this

mission,
ACTION:
Tor mformation.

~2 -
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denorandwn to ¥r, oLoach
Ak MURKIN

T4

“

into a jeweler's suop ia the Paddingtuan area of London,
pointed the gun at the jeweler and stated, "This is a stick-up,
give me ithe money in the till.” The jeweler hesitated

and the man panicked and ran out of the shop without

obtaining any loot. vhen shown ten puotographs of diiierent
wen. the jeweler without hesitation picked out Ray as the
atteapted noldup aan. The Jeweler clmiwed the wman wore a

aat and as far as can be determined Xay was hatless during

his period in kagland and did not have a hat in Lis possession.
ﬂowezer, il he is the man lavolved he c¢ould have disposed of
the hat.

On the wmorning of 6/4/63 Aay had asked the clerk
at the New Earls (ourt iotel how smuch ais bill would be
and wihen informed, he reportedly said, "I'il have to go
to my bank and make a withdrawal.” It is noted the Fulhou
Lank in tondon was robbed om the siteranon of 6/4/64. iay
has been identified as the perpetrator of that bank robbery
vased on bis lingerprint appearing on the note used by the
roobper to demnnd wmoney f{rom the bank eaployeos. The clerk
at the Heathfield House f{ilotel advised that when Ray was told
how much his bill would be om £/27/63, he reoportedly made a
similar statement about making & withdrawal irom his bank.
The attempted jewelry saop haldup occurred at 5:30 p.m.,
S/2i/65, '

The Yard hag the theory that if Hay is the man
involved in the jewelry shop robbery attempt since he did not
zet any mopuy he may have committed a successful job between
23120 p.w. on £/27/G8 and the moraing of 4/28/68 in order
to pay his bill at the hotel. HRepresontatives ot the Yard
advised that pending Ray's actual removal to the United utates
that they did not intend to comduct further iavestigation to
substantiate this theory since they were extremely ieariul
it information regarding Ray's participation in the attcupted
robbery of the jewelry store and other possible scores became known
to the press, Ray's solicitor wey insist that Ray be charged
in order to clear bim of any such charges.

Legal Attache, London advises thuat the above ‘
information may be furnished to the Dopartment of Justice th%
the understandiag that the inlormation regarding the aticmptec
jewelry store holdup sunould not he revesled to the press or
public sources at this tiwme.

CONTIRUED - OVER

M ]
]
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denorandum to Mr, Deloach
RE: MUBKIN

ACTION:

For your isformation. Attached for approval is a
letter to the Attornay Gemeral with copies to the Deputy
Attorney General aand Agsistant Attorneys General Pollak and
Vinson setting forth portinent information imdicated above.
Departuent being cautioned against disclosure of information
on ths attempted jewelry store holdup at this time.

In view of the importance of determiming Ray's
sources of funds amd since he has aow been returned to the
United 3tates, legal Attache, Londom is being instructed to
request New Scotland Yard to conduct further inveatigation to
determine if Ray may have been involved in other robberies

in Loandon.
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60)

Federal Bureau of Inv?i;ation
. + Records Branc

;19—

‘:l Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review

Attentio A
E’Retum to mm,! ! 2260
Supervisé R
Type of References Requested:
egular Request (Analytical Search)

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only

Nonsubversive References Only
Main References Only

Type of Search Requested: R
Restricted to Locality of _ :
lE‘.xact Name Only (On the Nose)
Buildup [_1Variations
Mo,

3{ \ Wa RBANA .
Subject < 1 NLOIR. SO WS, '
Birthdate & Place M LI
Address o

Localities DC.
Searche

" .
R«  Date - Initials ,22/;\
Prod.

FILE NUMBER SERIAL
V.V

Mx:lﬁ

(V.Y

T B o 1, 0C
ML | 40 -5429-3 ,

e NN

) - )

vwafg“""
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4-22 (Hev. 1-22-60)

Federal Bureau of Inv’qation
Records Branc

» 19

I:j Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
]:] Service Unit - Room 6524
| Forward to File Review

| —

Type of References Requeste:
;Bdular Request (Analytical S§arch)

== All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)+

:Subversive References Only
Nonsubversive References Only

[ 1]
] Main —— References Only

Type of Search Requested:
Restricted to Locality of :
Exact Name Only (On the Nbse)
I:]Buildup , :yar;atiohs‘ 5

N A\ N -4 i
subject (Laremu (. Kuallasm/ |
Birthdate & Place .

Address Y

Localitie s’D C ..

L.

Searcher, e
Rt Date 7_”Lq_ Initials l%—

Prod. .
; FILE NUMBER SERIAL

PP A5 - 27242

NCY
YW

Qoren. - HoL

YUO
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) .
Federal Bureau of Inv?gqtioh
. « Records Branc

» 19

I:] Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review
Attention
eturn to

Supervisor ¥ ¥(Room  Ext.
Type of References Requested:

Regular Request (Analytical Search)

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only

Nonsubversive References Only

Main ——____ References Only

Type of-Segrch Requested:
E’lﬁ‘s‘tricted to Locality ofﬂdz-

Xact Name Only (On the Nose)
Bu1ldup . [—_1Variations

QA/Y*\,UY\, [))zm,ul' o S.o,c, prl"
Subjech. jd—’v\/ﬂ) (/ﬁ d@)?,?/

Blrthdate‘ﬁ Place
Address 2

Localitie@ C..
, q Searcher
Ry DateL___ In1t1qls ‘L%_

Prod.

- FILE NUMBER ﬂ‘ - ‘SERIAL
I/ o0 - 7050 - 741 |
MET|HT-)IT6F =47
15 97-3/63-8  _P—
oA ~109738 23
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A
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) .
Federal Bureau of Inv“gatioh
Records Branch

, 19
l: Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
]:] Forward to File Review
L] Attentio
[ A Return to “ﬂ'lf‘{ AR AAG0

Supervi ».J Room Ext.

Type of References Requested:
%}Regular Request (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only
Nonsubversive References Only
Main References Only

Type of Search Requested: jﬁ/v\/}'\/
E’Rgstmcted to Locality of—v
Exact Name Only (On the Nose) ' '
Buildup [C__1vVariations

Ca .o-l

A | Nan A\, i ‘
SubJeCtU)JVy,(O/YY\ D \Y\OJ\X@Y\

Birthdate & Place

Address :
— : i
Localities Ve Jom S
Searcher
R#— Date M Initials

Prod.

FILE NUMBER SERIAL
"YW

BI A el

LU0/ ~162004 -5
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4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) N
Federal Bureau of Inv’qatio"n
) <« Records Branc

» 19—

1 Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review
Attention
L Return to

Type of References Requested:
Regular Request (Apulytical Search)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only ’
Nonsubversive References Only
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Director JUL 17 “i968_ v‘
Federal Bureau of Inwestigation -

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. . o ‘
Assistant Attorney Genera -
Criminal Division /7 % ﬂzlé /K/ ,
James Earl Ray ' ,
Attached i8 a copy of a lettezj the Attorney General

received dated July L1, 1968, from Arthur Hanes, counsel for
the above subject, and a copy of my response. ‘

The Attorniey General has now received letters from
both the subject and his attorney concerning Ray's intent and
wish not to be interrogated. There is the added factor that, on
his trip back, Ray will be in restraining devices on a military
aircraft,

~ Because of these factors I have grave doubts that we
could ever sustain the burden of proving a knowing and intelligent
waiver of those rights referred to in the Miranda opinion.

Therefore, it is my recommendation no effort be
- made to interrogate Ray on his return trip to the United States,

However, this does ROt mean that statements volunteered by Ray
may not be used under some circumstances.

Attachment
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"HANES AND HANES

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
617 FRANK NELSON BLDG. : )

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35203

ARTHUR J."HANES TELEPHONX

ARTHUR -J. ‘HANES, JR. | ) - » July 11, 1968 ‘ 824.9536
AIR MAIL

Honorable Ramsey Clark

United States Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

. Dear General Clark:

As you know, I have been retained by a man known as
R. G. Sneyd, alias, who is currently imprisoned in
London, England. You were apprised of this fact via
telephone on Saturday, June 15th, and by letter dated
June 17, 1968. It is my request that this man not be
interviewed, or interrogated by any member of the Justice
Department unless ‘done in my presence. This includes
transportation to the United States in the event he is -
extradited. ' This man seems to have fear for his personal
safety while in the custody of the Justice Department,
-and I respectfully request that I be given permission to
- accompany this man, along with the Justice Department-
agents, on his trip to the United States if extradited.

‘Respectfully yours

AJH/sr O-Q'?\CE—O'FW

RECEIVED

cc: Mr. R. G. Sneyd
 H M Prison
Heathfield Road
Wandsworth
London, S W 18, éngland
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July 16, 1968

Arthur J. Hanes, Esquire
Hanes and Hanes

617 Frank Nelson Bldg.
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

Dear Mr. Hanes:

This will acknowledge your letter of

_ July 11 to the Attorney General.

In particular, this will acknowledee your
p gey

- request that your client, James Earl Ray, also known

as R. G. Sneyd, not be interviewed or interrogated
by any renrescntative of the Justice Department unless
you are present. :

You make the very unusual request that you
be given permission to accompany Mr. Ray upon his
trip to the United States if extradited. From your
prior experience in the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
1 am sure you can understand why this request cannot
be honored. .

'Sincerely,

~

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. ;
Assistant Attorney Gemeral

1
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ARTHUR J. HANES

ARTHKUR J. HANES,

~Department of Justice

HANES AND HANES S S
AT TORNEYS AT LAW ) K - : . . .

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35203 |

IR ‘ T | July 11, 1968 _ ) TELETnONs
AIR MAIL | | - - o

Honorable Ramsey Clark
United States Attorney General

Washington, D. C.
Dear General Clark:
As you know, I have been retained by a man known as

R. G. Sneyd, alias, who is cu;rently imprisoned in
London, England. You were apprised of this fact via

|
!
i

‘telephone on Saturday, June l1l5th, and by letter dated

June 17, 1968. It is my request that this man not be.
interviewed, or interrogated by any member of the Justice
Department unless done in my presence. This includes
transportation to the United States in the event he is

‘extradited. This man seems to have fear for his personal

safety while in the custody of the Justice Department,
and I respectfully request that I be given permission to
accompany this man, along with the Justice Department )
agents, on his trip to the United States if extradited.

Respedtfully yours

Arthur. Hanes

; q\:\cc OF\TH -
R:CQV;D

(5 JUL12 198

AJH/sr

cc: Mr. R. G. Sneyd
 H M Prison
Heathfield Road
Wandsworth
London, S W 18, =Zngland

<

NTorngy caesF
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1 - Mr., Del.oach
A. Rosen | 1 - Mr. Hosen

i - ¥Mr. McGowan
MURKIN ~ 1~ Mr., Long

1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. MeDonough

John Minnich, Legat London, calied at 8:20 a. .,
7/15/68, to advise that a Government board in London which grants
legal aid certificates has refused to grant & certificate to James Earl
Ray. Board has indicated it would he a waste of money to take Ray's
cause to the high court.

The solicitor who is acting for Ray is appealing this
board's decision to an appexrls committes which will hear this on
Wednesday, 7/17/88. 1If the appeals committes upholds the board's
decision, that will be the end of Ray’s legal actions and Ray's case
will not go to the high court unless Ray or someone elss will put forth
money for legal aid. In the event no one puts up maney, it means in ail
probability the final orders will be signed by the Home Secretary onor
about 7/18/68. According t¢ Minnich, this will mean that the Bureau
will have to be prepared o move on the evening of 7/1% or 20, 1868,

Minnich states foregoing information will be tealephonically
given to Assistant Atlorney General Vingon by the Consul General at the
Embassy today at 12:15 p. m., London time, 7:15 &. m., Washington time.

It is noted Ray had been ordersd exiradited by the Magisirate's
Court in London or 7/2/68. The procedure permits an appeal to be filed
within 15 days and it was previously indieated an appeal would be filad
7/11/68 and heard 7/25/68. ' \

ACTION:

This is for your information. Minnich states he will keep
the Bureau advised of further developments.

WAF:pah
(8)
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' L Jul;,' - 24 19&

Dirscter, ' T Tuie .

Federal Bureau of Investigatien MV AMPs cav
1hLf£72-662

VAT LT e m s

Fred M. Vinsen, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General \5/
Criminal Division W

JAMES EARE, RAY |
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Investigation in captioned metter disclesed that flames
Earl Ray, Immate Number 00416, was confined in the Misseuri
State Penitentimry until his escape &£otm that institutien en
April 23, 1967.

It 1s requested that the Bureau review the files of
the Misseuri State Penitentiary pertaining to Ray and summarize
all references te his family background; education; physical,
medical and psychiatric examinations; and disciplinery pre-
cesdings. It is also requested that the names of all visltors
and persoms with whem Ray cerr@sponded be neted.

It is further requested that the Bureau furnish the |

Crimimal. Divisien with & copy of ths arrest record of James
Earl Ray.

AR N IS WRLB

EBI
HEC.D - CIA BIRHL?
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . 3010~106 2.
MAY 1962 EDITION ;
G3A GIN. REG, NO. 27 i
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UNITED STAT ES GOVERNMENT 30}%0“"
Bishop
Memorandum S
Conrad
. Felt
TO : Mr. DeLoach ‘ DATE:  July 11, 1968 ggll{en——————
‘ 1 - Mr. DelLoach 1 - Mr. Bishop L
FROM : A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Mohr Tele. Roon
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Gale Gandy
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Casper
SUBJECT: MURKIN 4 d?- Mr. Martindale

In connection with transportation of subject Ray from London
to the United States, the question of when the local authorities, namely
the Tennessee State authorities, will take custody of subject Ray has been
decided today.

SAC Jensen, Memphis, has been in touch with the Sheriff and
the Sheriff has indicated that he plans to take subject Ray into custody upon
arrival of the plane in the United States at the Memphis Naval Air Station.

This will facilitate the handling of subject Ray insofar as the
Bureau is concerned inasmuch as it had been indicated it would be
preferable to have the Tennessee authorities assume the responsibility
of taking-Ray into custody as soon as the plane touches down.

The Sheriff has selected a special group to handle the subject
and has made preparations for transportation from the airport to the jail
in anticipation of assuming this responsibility.

ACTION:

Assistant Attorney General Vinson will be advised of the decision -
of the Sheriff to handle subject Ray upon touch down at the Memphis Naval
Air Station.

AR:hw
(10)

i ) o
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