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TO . Director , DATE: July 10, 19481 C
Federal Bureau of Investigation e o
' ’ FMV:mfc jMr. Gale gz
95_100_473 Mr. Rosen _.

FRbM zy ; »
M>7 Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

Criminal Division Tele.
) Miss
SUBJECT: James Earl Ray. Miss

68OTIZ042

Tolson_ ..
Del.oad¢h .

“\(\%MO v A\A,/DEPARTMENT OF JpSTIET—"> 4

Mr. Sullivan__..j
r. Tavel......_ M
Mr. Troter....... a0

Room....._ 3
Holmes.... 38
Gandy........ 2%

Attached you will find an original letter and envelope

from R, G, Sneyd. 1 also attach a copy of my acknowledgement ¥,

to Ray's attorney.

It occurred to me that you might wish this for your
file in the event handwriting exempla:.. »re needed,

Attachments
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#3-100-473 July 10, 1968 S

/ Arthur ], Hanes, Esquire
Hanes and Hanes
/ 617 Frank Nelson Building
/  Birmingham, Alabama 35203

Dear Mr. Hanes: T

| Enclosed is a Xerox of a letter received |
by the Attorney Genéraf yesterday, which purports
to be from your client, James Earl Ray, also known

-as R. G. Sneyd.

Sincerely,
Fred M. Vinson, Jr. ; - 1
Assistant Attorney General
- -Recoiods
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In replying to this lecter, please write on the envelopz i—

H. M. PRISON,
HEATHFIELD ROAD,
WANDSV/ORTH,
LOMDEN, 5.V2.18,
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LAP. hosen July 8, 1968
1 - L\f“-ro R()sen 1 - h’il'. 1sight
C. L. acGowan 1~ Mr. ialley 1 - Mr. Zeiss

1~ dr. McGowan 1 - sar. Martindale
\ ‘ . 1 = air, nicDonough
MURKIN 1 - sar. Bounds

we have been advised that the final order for Ray's
removal .ay be issued by the British Home Secretary on or about
7/23/68. This date is only tentative and could be delayed taree to
{ive days by an appeal to the House of Lords. It could also be
delayed if the Hoine Secretary takes four or five days to issue the
order as has been previously indicated. On the other hand the
reinoval date could be accelerated if an appeal is filed earlier than
the 14th day, which is the day anticipated by British Counsel for
Tennessee and !iissouri when he discussed the time involved.

In view of the possibility that actual removal could
conceivably occur as early as 7/15/68, there is set out a detailed
check list of things to be done.

The escort party for removing Kay to the United States
will consist of ASAC Harold k. Light and SA George A. Zeiss, I,
both at uantico; SA wilbur L. uartindale of the Civil Rights Section;
and SA John Minnich, iLegal Attache at London. In addition,
SA Kenneth L.. Bounds, General Investigative Division, who has
participated in all planning for the removal of the prisoner, will
proceed to sMemphis two days prior to actual removal to review
arrangements made by the /Jemphis Office and also to be available
to assist in transporting the prisoner from the plane to jail if it is
necessary for this to be done by the ¥FBI.

ASAC Light will be in charge of the escort party and
will have the prinary responsibility for the development and execution
of all plans relating to the reiuoval fro:. the time Ray is delivered to
the airplane by the British until his custody is transierred to local
authorities in the United States. He will establish direct liaison with
Alr Force headquarters in the United States to work out necessary
transportation details.

SA iinnich 18 responsible for maintaining the necessary
liaison with the British to obtain advance notice as to when Ray can

Miis\f:bjt CONTINUED - OVER
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McGowan to Rosen memorandum
FE: MURKIN

Al

be removed and to have the prisoner delivered to the airplane by

the British at the proper time. After initial arrangements for
transportation have been made at Alr Force headquarters in Washington
by ASAC Light, SA Minnich will establish liaison with the appropriate
high level Air Force officer in Fngland to insure that arrangements
made in Washington are properly understood by the Air Force in
England,

TO BE DONE NOW

1. Definitely determine whether State authorities will
assume custody at the airfield in Tennessee or whether Ray will be
delivered to the place of incarceration by Bureau personnel and if so
deter mine where he will be incarcerated.

2. Determine the Bureau's position regarding payment
to the Alr Faee for use of a military plane.

3. The Agent in Charge of the escort party should
immediately estsblish high level and confidential liaison with the
Alr Force to arrange for a suitable aircraft and crew to be aveailable
ip England two days prior to actual removal. Departure from England
should be at midnight with arrival at iMemphis at 4:00 a. m.
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McGowan to Rosen memorandum
FE: MURKIN

4. The air crew should include an Air Force physician.
The identity of the crew, including the physician, will be checked
through Bureau indices, The crew should not be informed of the nature
of the assignment until the last possible moment,

8. Omce designated, the plane should be placed under
guard until the mission has been accomplished,

6. The Alr Force should arrangs necessary food and
drink for the escort party and the prisoner. This will be served with
paper or similar utensils as & security measure,

7. & should be determined what alternate landing place
will be used if weather prevents a landing in iMemphis,

8. It should be determined whether the plane can
maintain radio contact with the airfield at Memphis or with some
other point in the United States, Arrangements should be made for
an Agent to be present at this point during the flight,
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;vicGowan to Iogen meiaorandum
ks MUY KIN

9. It should be deteriined how much final notice will
be required for the plane and crew to be available in England,

10, I the plane will be sent from the United States, it
;;wuld be arranged for the escort party to travel to England in the
ane,

11, /s a gecurity measure, arrangements should be
made for the escort party to be quartered at the air base while in

Fngland,

12, The /ir Force will be told of the need for security.

13, The Air Force should arrange for Immigration,
Customs and Fublic Health clearance for the prisoner and the escort
party upon arrival in the United States. H arrangements cannot be
made for the Alr Force to do this, the Departinent should be requested
to handle any necessary arrangements in this regard,
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McGowan to Rosen memorandum
RE: MURKIN

14, Legat, London should advise whether the Home
Secretary has been approached by Vinson concerning the manner in
which the final removal order will be issued and whether the Home
Secretary plans to issue the fiml order after the close of business,
with no publie announcement being made until the following day
after Ray has been removed, since this procedure would minimize
our security problems. The Legat should attempt to arrange for
as much advance notice as possiblie as to the exact time the final
order will be entered and should determine fust how mnch advance
notice can be anticipated. R should also be determined whether
there is any British requirement that Ray be removed within a given
period of time after the final order is issued. The Legat should
closely follow developments o insure adequate notice is obtained
as to the oanner in which actual removal can be handled a0 that
the aircraft and escort party can proceed to England in a timely
DRARET.

15, Arrangements should be made with the Department
to formally advise the British Government of the identity of the

escorting officers.

16. A basic security precept of handling prisoners in
custody is that all personal belongings iwcluding clothing should be
removed and the prisoner should be provided with custodial clothing.
The Legat, London, will determine Ray's clothing sixes and we will
thWuﬂWacWMﬁmmmdomm
of underwear, one pair of socks, coe set of zippered coveralls and a
pirotcho&pmnhatdonotrqduucs. Usnless the plane is to
be well heated, be will also be provided with a cheap jacket, Total
eatimated cost of clothing is $30, 00,
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McGowan to Hosen memoranduin
BE: MUREKIN

TO BE DJONE AS
SOON AS IT IS KNOWN WHO

1. If State authorities are to remove kay from the
plane, SAC Memphis, should initiate top level discussions on a con-
fidential basis to work out details, Close attention should be given to
arrangements for transporting the local escort party to the airfield in
a manner that will avoid press surveillance and will maintain necessary
security,

2, It will be suggested to local authorities the
prisoner be transported in a closed van with armed guards in other
cars, both {front and rear,

3, The SAC should arrange to photograph the prisoner
before he is released to local authorities,

4, The SAC should work out a method of keeping the
Bureau currently advised of all developments during the transportation

of the prisoner,
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McGowan to Kosen memorandum
FE: MURKIN

| 5. EngmtobetramportedtojaﬂbyBureauAgents,
SAC, Memphis will make detailed plans for transportation by armed
convoy consisting of three vehicles, one of which will be a closed van,
The van should be obtained in sufficient time to permit the Agent who
will drive it to become thoroughly familiar with its operation.

6. Detailed plans should be made for getting the escort
party to the airfield without attracting attention,

TO BE DONE WHEN
FOUL WEATHER LANDING
PLACE IS IDENTIFIFD

1. The appropriate Special Agent in Charge will
coordinate with SAC, iemphis, and the Bureau to evolve stand-by
plans for handling the prisoner in the event bad weather forces the
plane to land someplace other than Memphis. In this event it is
contemplated the prisoner will remain aboard the aircrait until the
weather clears and the plane can proceed to AMemphis, I would be
necessary for the plane to be guarded by the Air Force while on the
ground and the appropriate FBI Cffice should provide relief guards
for the prisoner if there {s any appreciable delay on the ground while
waiting for the weather to clear,
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McGowan {0 Rosen memorandum
RE: MURKIN

TO BE DONE
TWO DAYS BEFORE REMOVAL

1. Escort party will proceed to England and will go
over the plane both as a security check and to work out detailed plans
tc;r handling the prisoner in accordance with the physical layout of the
p m. ’

2. BA Kenneth L. Bounrds will proceed to Meiaphis to
review arrangements made by the Memphis Office and also to be
available to assist in transporting the prisoner from the plane to jail
if it i1s necessary for this to be done by the FBI.

3. Legat, London will review arrangements with
American aud British authorities to insure that appropriate arrangements
are made for the remwoval, including:

a. Issuance of a certificate of identity for Ray by the
American Embassy. '

b. Stamping of the certificate of identity by British
Immigration prior to Ray's removal from England and that Ray's
vaccination certificate accompanies hirm together with the certificate
of identity.

¢. . Preparation in several coples of a detailed
inventory of Ray's property to be used as a receipt for the British
when Ray's property is received from them and a3 a receipt for the
Bureau when the property is turned over with the prisoner to local
authorities in Memphis. If possible the property should be obtained
from the British and receipted for sometime prior to actual removal
to avoid delay when we assume custody of the prisoner aboard the

airplane.
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MeGowan to Kosen memorandum
RE: MURKIN

4, A press release will be prepared at the Bureau to
be released when Ray arrives in the United States,

TO BE DONE AT TIME
OF REMOVAL

1. The Agent in Charge of the escort party will
designate one of the Agents to maintain a running log during the entire
time kay is in Bureau custody,

2. The escort party will have sidearns aboard the
aircrait but will not be armed furing flight,

3. British officers will place Hay aboard the aircraft,

He will be stripped, searched, photographed, given new clothing, and
placed under restraint by Bureau personnel. While stripped he will be
examined by the Zir Force physician,

4, The Bureau will be advised when the plane takes off
and if possible any pertinent development during flight will be relayed to
the Buresu via Alr Force communications,

el
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McGowan to Fosen memorandum
KE: MURKIN

5. During the flight and at all times that Ray is in
FBI custedy he will be under the direct control of at least two
Special Agents and the other two Agents of the escort party will be
close at hand at all times,

6. Upon landing in the United States, if local officials
are to transport Ray to jail, Ray will be stripped and photographed by
Bureau personnel, examined by the Afr Force physician, and then turned
over to local authorities aboard the aircraft, A statement will be taken
from the physiclan as to Ray's condition when boarding and leaving the
plane (such a statement will also be obtained from the Air Force physician
{f Ray is delivered to jail by Bureau personnel). A receipt will be obtained
from local authorities for Ray and his property. The eacort party will
then return to Washington,

7. H Buresu personnel are to transport Fay to jail, the
escort party will retain custody while being convoyed to jail by the
Memphis Office, At the jail Ray will be stripped and photographed
before release to local authorities after which the escort party will
return to Washington. A receipt will be obtained from local authorities

for Ray and his property.

8. The clothing purchased for Fay by the Bureau will
be retuined by the Memphis Office when Ray is released to local authorities,

10~
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McGowan to Rosen memorandum
RE: MUERKIN

8. The Special Agents in Charge at Memphis and at any
designated alternate landing place will be kept advised by the Bureau
of the departure of the plane from London and the estimated time and
place of arrival in order that necessary arrangements may be made
there on a timely basis,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



® e

TO BE RESOLVED WITH VINSON

TRANSPORTATION

1. If removal is to be accomplished by the FBI, it must be
done by a military plane. '

2. Vinson has previocusly indicated that if a military plane
is to be used, he will make the initial contact in this regard with
J. William Doolittle, General Counsel of the Air Force. X Vinson
is going to do this he should handle it at once and make arrange-
ments with Doolittle for ABAC Light to establish working liaison with
the appropriate officer in charge of Air ¥Force operations in order
that we may work out the necessary details for the transportation. _
It should also be determined whether the Air Force, the Department,
or the FBI is expected to bear the cost of transportation which
could be in the neighborhood of $15, 000.

3. ' It should also specifically and definitely be determined
whether an Air Force physician will be made a member of the air
crew and this point should be covered by Vinson in his initial contact
with Doolittle.

4. Vinson should determine from Doolittle whether the
Air Force can arrange for Immigration, Customs, and Public Health
clearance for the prisoner and the escort party upon arrival in the
United States. If the Air Force cannot to this, the Department
should handle any necessary arrangements in this regard.
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ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE BRITISH

1. 1t should be determined whether Vinson has discussed
with the Home Secretary or has considered discussing with the
Home Secretary the possibility of having the final order issued
after the cloge of business with no public announcement being made
until the following day after Ray has been removed. If this procedure
could be effected, it would minimize our security problems. "

2. It should be determined whether Vinson has any
knowledge as to how soon Ray can legally be released to us by the
British after the final order is issued and algo whether British .
laws require that Ray be removed within any given period of time
after the final order is issued.

3. Vinson should arrange to formally advise the British
Government of the identity of the escorting officers and if possible,
this information should not be made public until after the removal
in order to avoid any effort by the press to surveil the escort party.

TRANSPORTATION OF RAY WITHIN THE UNITED STATES

1. It must be definitely determined whether Ray is fo be
transported from the airfield at Memphis to his place of incarceration
by Bureau personnel or by local authorities. The identity and the
location of the facility to which he is to be delivered should also be

determined.
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fire Delosch ! July 8, 1963

‘ . 1 - Ky, Deloach = Mr, KeGowan
A, Eosen 1 ~ Hp, Nosen - ir, McDonough

1 - br, ¥alley 1 .. Hr, Bishop
Q Mr. Sullivan

SURETH

5

. This is the cace iavolviag the murdey of e
Eartin Luther XKing, J. -

/ At the time of his anryest in London, on June a;\lags.
ubject Ray naoeg other things, ked ig his possession 2
«38 ealiber "Ldborty Chisf” yevolver manufactured by the
ﬁiroku Piveasns Ma nafac»urina Cawyudv, Japan, ipon reguest
of our Logal Atiache in Tokyo, tho Hational Police Ageney
of Japan c¢oternined that rocords of the iHroky Fivesrss
Baznufscturing Company, Shiboku, J“;Mu, ghow that thals
vespon was shiy§aa on August 3, 1968, destineg for the
Liborly Arms Corporation in Hasﬁrasa, Califorair, Ve
traced this pistol frxom the Libowxty Avyms Corpoystion in
Honivose, Culiﬁﬂ?ﬁia, to the persoz uhd gold it {9 Ray 4¢a
Getober, 1267 in Bizmingham, Alabana,

Tua legel Attache in Tokyd has adyised that the
Eatianal Polics Agency of Japan iz concerned that ithey
would ke embarrassed by Japonese repurters wid mighi
learn of the tracing of Bay's gun o Japsn and esk QLeStiOBS
which thay may not fool free o ansger, The Katiopal
Police Ageney of Japan reoquested 10 e advised whethsr or
not there was sny resiriction remavrding the releuse of
data relating to the ghn'ﬁ.arigin. Japoness suthorities
also desirye tov keow wheiher Chis ig;ormaaian has been made
public and whother such a rolense is contenplataed.

"»"

Since the ini@rga%ien developed by the Hational
Police Agency of Janan only incicates whore thespisiol
vES nany zacvurcﬁ snd to whom 1€ was Zirpst shivgedﬁ tie
veleass of this in:ormﬁtian should hs 2 po BCYerse effec*

on this caso,

Enclosure o I

s 331

Hsmb o ,N

\
F

O‘)
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Mr. DeLoach July §, 1968
1 - Mr. Deloach
A. Rogen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley

MURKIN

This is the case Involving the murder of Martin Luther
king, Jr.

At 2:30 p. ., 7/4/68, Legat John Minnick, London,
advised that London press reports that Alabama attorney Arthur J.
Hanes is due to arrive in Loadon at 8:20 a. n:.., Friday, 7/5/68,
for the purpose of seeing James Earl Ray.

Minnick advised that Hanes has been autbhorized by British
authorities to see Ray as a private person, but not as an attorney
with an attornsy-client reiationship. Minnick advised that this means
Hanes and Ray will be separated by a glass partition and prison
guards will be present.

ACTION;
This is for information.

EJM:pah
(7
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Mr, Del.oach July 3, 1968
A R 1 - Mr., Deloach
A Rosen 1 - Mr. Hosen
1 - Mr, Malley . MeDonough

This case involyes the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

"Ebony"” nagazize, with which we had cordial contacts,
has forwarded letters from a long-time convict, Raymond Curtis in
which Curtis makes reforence to his prison sasociation with m/
James Earl Ray, thelr plass to kill King and regarding business
putting up money to have King killad. Curtls, who was described by
his former defense attoraney as a liar and cheat, previously furnished
gimilar informmation on which logical invuﬂgution was condacted and
nothing of substantive value was developed..

Atlants has been imstructed to reinterview Curtis to pin
him down once and for all ard anything of pertinence will be run out,
YEbony" magazine iz being advised that results of Curtis® interview
will bs furnished Civil Rights Division.

BACRKGROUND:

Bureau is in receipt of a letter frara Charles Leoonard
Sanders, Managing Editor, "Ebony" mmagazine, eaclosing two semi~
literate letters from Raymond Curtis, an inmate of Whitfield County
Jail, Dalton, Georgla. Curtis, in his letters, claims to have informa-
tion on the King murder and My, Sanders suggests we may want ©
check into Curtis® story and Mr., Sanders requesis to be furnished
any information resulting from cur inguiries which can be relesased.

Curtis allsges he was a former inmate with Ray, discussed
kﬂnumuamtuzmno!mrny 3 and a group of "KK"
businessioen covering five states werey/ it up the money for the King killing,

Enclosure

EIM:cs »
N CONTINUED - OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. .

7 July 3, 1968 - -

1 - Mr. McGowan
. Mr. McDonough

- .. . 1—~

) 1’

Y letter dated J!:lly i, 19&8, .aﬁd its

o encldsuxies have been received.

: The fntersst whieh pmmpted ymx to write

@wemltsdanyinta‘mwwinbe'-»“?
to the cmﬁmm Division of the Unlted States -
epa: -.‘_‘-ment me‘usueg. :

Shcerely yoms,

John Edgar Hoover
. EJMes .- B
e |
NOTE- See memo Rosen to DeLaach .dated July 3, 1968
aﬁﬁoned Murkin, ETM:es,.
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1820 South Michigan Ave. * Chicago, Ilinois 00618

W Tt i se——t . .
'

July 1, 1968

Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed xerox copies of corre-

spondence that EBONY has had with Raymond
Curtis, who describes himself as an inmate at Whitfield
County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and who claime to have in-
formation about James Earl Ray and plans to murder Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. We thought that you might wish to have
one of your agents check the authenticity of the allegations.
We would be pleased Mr. Hoover, to receive any report that
can be released in connection with the agent's investigation
of Mr. Curtis' charges.

Very respectfully yours,

Charles Leonard Sanders
Managing Editor

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C, 20025

CLS/ba

encls.

f
\

4
i

e
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home address
Raymond Curtis

Box 21

Tunnel Hill Ga 30720

Mr, John H. Johnson May 30 (1968)

8ir I am Raymond Curtis the man that said we talk about
killing king,

will sir there is things that for never been told thing he did
and better (?) thing things that would make a Story

8o if you or Enterrested and want the story then I will look
to here form you or some one you send ok.

if you or not enterrested and you no someone that is I
would appriciaie It if you woud tiiT them about me and give
my address ok. I am still af the whitfield County Jail

Dalton Ga. 30720. My home address is at th top. sirl
would appriciate it if you would let me here form you. thank
you for your time.

Raymond Curtis

COPY:nm

(The following note from Mr. Sanders was noted on the envelope
of the above letter --""1. Initial contact with Curtis."

!
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Box 21
Tunnel Hill Ga. 30755
June 22 (1968)

Mr. Charles L. Sanders

. Managine Editor

Dear Mr Sanders.
I thank you for your answer to my letter,
I hope that what Details I give you in this letter will be of help to you.

will sir. Ihave wri a story, no one but myself has Read it but me,
af'this time I no_ thaf it will have to be Re wrote for I am not a writting
it not bad as if 1s. -

it all about the crime I (illegible) did and about a crime I did in 1954 with
James Earl Ray. and about the 13 years as Prison Pal. and every thing
we talk about. every thing and about James Earl Ray wanted the Job of
killing Martin Luther King Jr. we talk of killing King for 3 years. and
we talk to this man. form mississippi that new sll about th KK
businessmen association that was to put up the money to kil king

Ialso _no_the men man form mississippl. )
in that 3 year we made maps. Just have to find the Right Plac_ to kill
king, will 1 have made the maps over my self they or with the atory also.

and Just where we would go after we kill king S0 yes when we talk about

I was to be in on it. but I was not. the story Bes it all in it. all the big thing
and the little one also. and what Ray like and what he did not like 'his
story could get me kill I no_that. that is why. I wont send the si. vy by
mall I no_ that this 18 geting o be a long letter. but when you Read this if
you want the story ok. if not Just let me no_ you dont ok. that way I

wont talk to (illegible) more abeut it ok.

Mr 8anders. there or men in § Stat that is the King killing. and
they dont no_whatT no . but James Earl Ray done.

now that they have Ray. tenn will trial him if they get him back.

|

!
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will they will want me to tirbefy will I Just dont no_ yet what I will do.

You see me and Ray were Pal. I could tell what I have to the newes.
that not much, or I Could net say evy thing. and.. I did not tell the
F.B., L will this is not a book Ha Ha. I am Just trying o teil you what
you ask of me in your letter. ‘

if you have a man or have some one down this way if you will have them
stop by the Jail I will let them Read the story and you can go form there ok.

I thank you again I will be looking to here fovm you soon.
Raymond Curtis

I am stil] in the Dalton Co Jail.

COPY:nm

(The following note from Mr. Sanders appeared on the envebmse of
the above letter -~ "3, Curtis' second letter."

il o okt AR it o E
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" 4- 22 (Reu 1 22-60). .
R Federal Bureau of Ingigation
Records Bran

2=2= 196

[ IName Searching Unit - Room 6527 .
[__IService Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review

Attention N

:' Return to /L )2—97”

upervisor 4{oom Ext.. v&

Typﬁlﬁvﬁerences Requested: :

Regular Request (Analytical Search)
All References (Subversives& Nonsubverswe‘
Subversive References Only . s

%&wsﬁbversive References Only .-~

Main —__ References Only

Typ[%&eﬁch Requested: T
Restricted to Locality of =22/
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Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed xerox copies of corre-|
spondence that EBONY has had with Raymond

Curtis, who describes himself as an inmate at Whitfield

County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and who claims to have in-

| formation about James Earl Ray and plans to murder Dr. Mar-

- tin Luther King, Jr. We thought that you might wish to have
.one of your agents check the authenticity of the allegations.
We would be pleased, Mr. Hoover, to receive any report that
can be released in connection with the agent'!s investigation

of Mr. Curtis' charges.

-

July 1, 1968

Very respectfully yours,

CLSeitee

Charles Leonard Sanders
-Managing Editor

g

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

oc.

Director
1 3 Federal Bureau of Investigation , "
- 2 Washington, D. C. 20025 :
\ »
o
P
1 CLS/ba
_— encls.
~ .
A
~ -
! !(-1"\?"" <'-:..'\':,' [.'g;f“ e AR .-);4_‘ ,

N
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home address
Raymond Curtis

Box 21

Tunnel Hill Ga 30720

Mr. John H. Johnson ~ May 30 (1968)

Sir I am Raymond Curtis the man that said we talk about

{ Ikilling king.

will sir there is things that for never been told thing he did
and better (?) thing things that would make a Story

so If you or Enterrested and want the story then I will look
to here form you or some one you send ok.

if you or not enterrested and you no someone that is I-

* would appric ciate it if you woud tilT them about me and give

my address ok. I am still af the whitfield County J ail
Dalton Ga. 30720. My home address is atth top. sirI
would appriciate it if you would let me here form you. thank -
you for your time.

Raymond Curtis

COPY:nm

(The following note from Mr. Sanders was noted on the envelope
of the above letter --'1, Initial contact with Curtis."
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June 18, 1968 C

i " 2
et
‘ L E _:qﬂi.' T
e /’4’"
Ifﬂ v
Deaxr Mr. Curtis: " . Thank you for your receat
. . letter which we read with
interest. 3Before we can determine its value as regards our
magazine, we will need nore specific information. We would
-appreciate hearing from you again, ziving us more details.
Best iegards.
Sincerely,
Charles L. Sanders
. : Managing Editor
~ -

Mr. Raywmond Curtis
Box 21
Tunnel Hill, Ceorgia 30720

CLS:ch
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Box 21 :
Tunnel Hill Ga. 30755
June 22 (1968) T

Mr. Charles L. Sanders
Managine Editor

Dear Mr Sanders.
I thank you for your answer to my letter.

f :
I ,hope that what Details I give you in this letter will be of help to you.
!

-"Will sir, Ihave writing a story. no one but myself has Read it but me.

af this time I no that it will have to be Re wrote for I am not a writting
it not bad as it is. ‘

it all about the crime I (illegible) did and about a crime I did in 1954 with
James Earl Ray. and about the 13 years as Prison Pal. and every thing
we talk about. every thing and about James Earl Ray wanted the Job of
killing Martin Luther King Jr. we talk of killing King for 3 years. and
we talk fo this man. form mississippi that new all about th KK -
businessmen association that was to put up the money to kiil king

I also_no_the men man form mississippi.

‘in that 3 year we made maps. Just have to find the Right Plac to Kill-

king. will 1 have made the maps over my self they or with the story also.

and Just where we would go after we kill king So yes when we talk about

Iwas to be in on it. but I was not. the story has it all in it. all the big thing -
and the little one also. and what Ray like and what he did not like this

story could get me kill I no that. that is why. I wont send the story by
mail I no that this is g getmg To be a long letter. but when you Read this if

you want the story ok. if not Just let me no_ you dont ok that way I

wont talk to (illegible) more about it ok.

Mr Sanders. there or men in 5 Stat that is behing the King killing. and
they dont _no_ what T _no-. butJ ames Earl Ray done.

i

now that they have Ray. tenn will trial him if they get him backo
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W}}l they will want me to tirtefy will I Just dont no_yet what I will do.
You see me and Ray were Pal. I could tell what I have to the newes.
that not much. or I Could not say evy thing. and. I did not tell the
F.B.I will this is not a book Ha Ha. I am Just trying to tell you wbat
you ask of me in your letter.

if you have a man or have somé one down this way if yoﬁ will have them
stop by the Jail I will let them Read the story and you can go form! there ok.

I thank you again I will be looking to here form you soon.
” ~ Raymond Curtis

I am still in the Dalton Co Jail.

COPY:nm

(The following note from Mr. Sanders appeared on the envelope of
the above letter -~ '""3. Curtis' second letter."
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1820 South Michigan Ave.+ Chicago, lllinois 60616 |

v
-~

July 1, 1968 L

Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed xerox copies of correJ .

: ' spondence that EBONY has had with Raymond
Curtis, who describes himself as an inmate at Whitfield
County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and who claims to have in-
formation about James Earl Ray and plans to murder Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. We thought that you might wish to have
.one of your agents check the authenticity of the allegations.
We would be pleased, Mr. Hoover, to receive any report that
can be released in connection with the agent's investigation
of Mr. Curtis' charges. -

Very respectfully yours,

CLS. b

Charles Leonard Sanders
Managing Editor

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director ‘

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 20025 -
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home address o
Raymond Curtis

Box 21 .

Tunnel Hill Ga 30720

Mr. Jobn H. Johnson ""_May 30 (1968) - -

|Sir I am Raymond Curtis the man that sa,ld we talk about
killmg king.

will sir there is things that for never been told thing he did
. and better (?) thing things that would make a Story
- so if you or Enterrested and want the story then I will look
* to here form you or some one you send ok. o
if you or not enterrested and you no someone thatisI -
" would appriciate it if you woud till them about me and give
my address ok. I am still af'the whitfield County Jail
Dalton Ga. 30720. My home address is atth top. sirlI
would appriciate it if you would let me here form you.  thank -
you for your time. "

‘Raymond Curtis
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