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LEADS

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

AT SANTA FE, NEW MEXTCO:

Contact and interview ELLIOTT, inmate number 42954,
at New Mexico State Penitentiary.
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_ ED-36 (Rev. 11-17-88)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
] Teletype [J Immediate [0 TOP SECRET
Facsimile ~ [ Priority [0 SECRET
ATRTEL O Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
[J UNCLASEFTO
[0 UNCLAS
Date 3/22/94
TO s DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM : SAC, ALBUQUERQUE (44-0) (RUC)
SUBJECT : JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, .m —-VICTIM (DECEASED);
CR—-CONSPIRACY
00: MEMPHIS
Re Oklahoma City airtel to the Bureau dated
1/28/94.

Enclosed for Memphis is an original and one copy of
an FD-302 for interview of FRANK DEAN ELLIOTT at Santa Fe,
New Mexico on 3/17/94 along with agent's interview notes.
Enclosed for the Bureau and Oklahoma City are one copy each of
this FD-302.

While ELLIOTT stated in his letter dated 1/15/94 to
KOB Television, Albuquerque, New Mexico that he was aware of
other crimes committed by TOM LESTER PUGH and others,
Albuquerque has limited its current interview of ELLIOTT to
the captioned matter which is belng furnished to the Bureau
and Memphis for whatever action is deemed necessary. An
information copy of ELLIOTT's interview is being furnished to
Oklahoma City.
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FD-302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

AQ 4h4-0
ME 44-1987

Continuation of FD-302 of FRANK DEAN ELLIOTT ,on  3/17/94  pge 2

In PUGH's conversations with ELLIOTT, PUGH told N
either October or November, 1967 he (PUGH) and PAT EARLY or
(phonetic spelling) robbed some businessmen at @ poker game wiich was
taking place at a cabin in the Memphis, Tennessee area. The ljcal

newspaper said that the robbery occurred at a fish fry but PUG
it was at a poker game. During the robbery a Rolex watch was stolen
from one of the victims. PUGH claimed to have later been interviewed
about this robbery by the FBI while in custody in Dallas, Texas.

PUGH told ELLIOTT that during February 1968 he and EARLY
went to a gun shop on the west side of the river in Memphis, Tennessee
where they purchased a .30 caliber rifle and a 30.06 caliber rifle.
According to PUGH, the purpose for purchasing these weapons was to use
them to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. when he visited Memphis,
Tennessee later that year. PUGH was to plan the assassination and to
act as the driver while EARLY was hired as the sharpshooter because of
his previous training and shooting experience.

PUGH told him that the persons who contracted PUGH and EARLY
to kill KING were unnamed members of the Retail Merchants Association
of Memphis, Tennessee. Their reason for wWanting KING killed was that
Tocal Afro-Americans in Memphis, Tennessee were boycotting local
businesses of white merchants due to the civil rights movement in
which KING was an instrumental figure.

The person who actually hired PUGH and EARLY to perform the
assassination on behalf of the Retail Merchants Association was the
business manager for the popular entertainer named JERRY LEE LEWIS.
PUGH did not give the name of this individual but said he was the
father of LEWIS' 13 year old cousin whom LEWIS married. PUGH was
already acquainted with LEWIS' business manager since PUGH had
previously committed unnamed crimes for this person.

PUGH told ELLIOTT that after this person hired PUGH and
EARLY for the assassination and after they then purchased the two
foregoing rifles, PUGH and EARLY thought about their assignment for a
few days. PUGH realized that.the assassination of KING would be a
highly publicized event and that the FBI would be persistent in
investigating the case so he told LEWIS' business manager that he and
EARLY had changed their minds and would not be carrying out their
assignment to assassinate KING.

According to PUGH, LEWIS' business manager then contacted a

brother of JAMES EARL RAY, whose name was not given to ELLIOTT by _
PUGH. RAY's brother reportedly told LEWIS' business manager that his
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