
PA0E TEN

COMPANY SHOW SIX DIGITS. ALL OF THESE MACHINES SHOULD 

BE CHECKED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY USE THE COBS 

ON INSTANT TAPE.

THE BUREAU HAS BEEN REOUESTED TO FURNISH ALL 

OFFICES SET FORTH ABOVE WITH PNOTOORAPRS OF THE 

0AR RENTS BEAR I NS THE TAPE IN SUFFICIENT OUANTITY TO 

COVEN THESE LEADS.

ALL OFFICES ARE DIRECTED BY THE BUREAU TO 

IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THE ABOVE CONCERNS AS DESIBNATED, 

DETERMINE IF THEY USE THE CORE SYSTEM AS SHOWN ON 

INSTANT TAPE AND IF THEY DO USE THAT SYSTEM, OBTAIN 

ALL INFORMATION AVAILABLE IN AN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY 

UNS IB. THE BUREAU HAS FURTHER DIRECTED THAT EVEN 

IF THEY DO NOT USE THIS SYSTEM, TAPES SHOULD BE 

OBTAINED USIN6 THE CHARACTERS IN INSTANT TAPE WHICH 

SHOULD BE FORWARDED IMMEDIATELY TO THE FBI LAB FDR 

BHDPAGETEN
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F»I ATLANTA

FBI ALBANY

741 PM IMMEDIATE 4*8-68 DER

TO DIRECTOR BIRNINMAN MEMPHIS ATLANTA

BALTIMORE BOSTON CINCINNATI LAS VEGAS

LOS ANGELES NEWARK RICHMOND SAN DIE80 AND SAN FRANCISCO

FROM ALBANY 157-273

MUREIN CR 00 MEMPHIS

RE ALBANY TEL APRIL EIGHT INSTANT

THE FOLLOWING ARE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DISTRICT

MANAGERS FOR TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE COMPANY WHO MAY BE ABLE 

TO FURNISH ASSISTANCE IN EVENT ANY PROBLEMS DEVELOPt

ATLANTA!

DICK BRISTOW, THREE FOUR SIX TWO, N.W. THIRTEENTH

AVENUE, GAINESVILLE, FLA., TELEPHONE NUMBER F R TWO ONE TWO NINE 

ZERO.

BALTIMORE AND RICHMOND

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

JOE CONBS, FIFTY TWO THIRTY DEVONSHIRE, OXON HILL, 

MARYLAND, TELEPHONE TWO FOUR EIGHT SIX ONE TV© SEVEN. 

CINCINNATI

JACK CODY, TVENTYNINE TVENTYNINE CHANCER DRIVE, SHERVOOO 

VILLAGE, NORTH CANTON, OHIO, TELEPHONE FOOR NINE TWO SIX FOUR 

NINE SEVEN.

BOSTON}

FRED WEBER, THIRTYTHREE SKYLARK LANE, STONYBROOK, 

LONS ISLAND, TELEPHONE SEVEN FIVE ONE TWO ©UE THREE FIVE. 

IOS AMBLES, SAN FRANCISCO, LAS VEGAS AND SAN DIE0O

FRED RAUPACK, ONE EIGHT FB.® ZERO NINE HIAWATHA, 

NORTHRIDEG, CALIFORNIA, TELEPHONE EH THREE EIGHT NINE Six 

THREE. P.

BIB

QJWE .

FBI ATUHTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

FI MEMPHIS

4.23 PM EST

4/8/68 URGENT

’ TO DIRECTOR, ALBANY AND MEMPHISR

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

OtN

WE ALBANY TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA WAY.

INVESTIGATION BLUM’S UUNDRY, IM CON, SEORBIA,

' RESEAU® THAT TREY HAVE THERMOSEAL TAPE MACHINE.

SERIAL NO. THREE ONE NINE SEVEN THREE, MODEL H FIVE L ONE,

WHICH PRINTS FIVE-CHARACTER TAPE ONE AND ONE-E19HTM INCH

L0NO. NO INDICATION OF TROUBLE IN PAST, CAUSIN8 MACHINE TO

CUT TAPE SHORT. RED TAPE IS BSED FOR SPECIAL WORK BUT TAPE

ILY PUT ON SMALL ITEMS AS SMORTS. BLUM DOES NOT

®E AND NAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF CODE NUMBER ZERO TWO B DASH SIX.

TOtIR CODE CONSISTS OF ONEDASH THROUGH NINETYNINE TOR LOT

' NUMBER. A LETTER FDR VEEK AND LAST-TVO DIGITS FOR BUNDLE

NWBER RUNS FROMDASH ONE THROUGH TWENTY LAST B WEEK FOR

BUM’S VAS FOR VEEK OF MAR. TVENTYFIFTH LAST AND CHECKOF RE-

CORDS REVEALED NO TOBE ZERO TWO B DASH SIX; SAMPLES OF BLUM’S

TAPE WITH COME ZERO IVO BDASH SIX OBTAINED ON RED TAPE ANO

BEING FORVAROED DIRECT TO FBI LABORATORY FROM NATOS, 8A. RA

TODAY, AMSD

END

SI REMPMIS

CAB

FBI WASH DC

FBI ALBANY

NOFURTHER INVESTISATION AT BLUM’S INDICATED

AT THIS TINE. P
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BMHTT

4/8/68

TO 8

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI

ATLANTA (157-3004)

ASSASSIMATKM OT DR, MARTIN LUMER MIMO, JR. , RM.

AT TWELVE THIRTY PM THIS DATE, ROBERT SHATTLES, ATLANTA PD, 

ADVISED ALL CITY OFFICE BUILDINGS AND STATE OFFICE BUILDINGS, 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WILL BE CLOSED TEH AM APRIL MIME NEXT. 

SHATTLES ALSO ADVISED MATTHE ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

WILL ALSO BE CLOSED (» APRIL NINE NEXT IN ORDER TO PERMIT 

STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN REVEREND KING'S FUNERAL AMD

IMTE rift

1 - 197-3094
VQ?- 44-1388 .'

JJRtjlh ' 
(3)
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r>A3E FOUR • -

ATLANTA AND JACKSONVILLE.FORWARD RESULTS INQUIRY 

CONCERNING FRENCH TN ^EHPHIS A?’0 BIRNINGHAN FOR’ IDENTIFICATION 

OR vLI 'INATIONAS POSSIBLE Slb'PECT IN ASSASSINATION OF DR. 

KING* . APPROACH SUSPECT FRENCH WITH CAUTION IN VltW OF HIS ' 

—jta^ VQSTORY.

ilNgjR &Rf*rn AND DANGEROUS.

EW 0

FBI ATLANTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI-BUFFALO

FBI ATLANTA

3t27 AM ®GEHT 4-9-68 JWE

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS <44-1987), BIRMINGHAM, BUFFALO <44-374)

AND JACKSONVILLE 

FROM ATLANTA

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS. 00: MEMPHIS.

RE BUFFALO TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT.

ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH INTERVIEWED ROOM ONE FIVE NINE, HOLIDAY 

INN, ATLANTA AIRPORT, WHERE REGISTERED APRIL SEVEN SIXTYEIGHT, 

ELEVEN FORTY TWO P.M. ALSO RESERVED ROOMS ONE SIX ONE AND ONE 

Six THREE FOR USE REVEREND BREWSTER AND SON, TWO NEGRO MINSTERS 

TRAVELING TO ATLANTA, GA. FOLLOWING MARCH MEMPHIS, TENN. 

APRIL EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT. FRENCH CLAIMED TO BE ADMIRER OF DR. 

KING AND STATED HE WAS IN SYMPATHY WITH KING’S MOVEMENT. 

FRENCH ADVISED HE PROVIDED ROOMS FOR REV. BREWSTER IN EFFORT TO 

SHOW GOOD FAITH IN TIME OF INSTANT CRISIS.

DR. FRENCH ALLEGEDLY TRAVELED ON OUTER PERIMETER ROAD AND 

AFTER ARRIVING AT MEMPHIS ON APRIL FOUR LAST, REGISTERED AT 

POPLAR EAST HOLIDAY INN UNDER TRUE NAME, ROOM TWO ZERO TWO, AT 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN P.M. REMAINED IN

CONTACT OF ANY KIND UNTIL ELEVEN P.M

HAVE “NIGHTCAP" BROUGHT TO HIS ROOM

ROOM WITH NO OUTSIDE

WHEN HE ATTEMPTED

HE USED TELEPHONE

THIS PURPOSE AND VAS ADVISED BY FEMALE OPERATOR THAT NO

TO

IN ROOM FOR

DRINKS

AVAILABLE

HE TURN ON

DISCUSS

AND FOR

WHEN FRENCH INQUIRED AS TO

AND HE SURMISED SHE VAS

THE

THE

REASON. SHE SUGGESTED

TOO EMOTIONALLY INVOLVED

DEMISE OF DR. KING. HE

FIRST TIME BECAME AVARE

ALLEGES HE

CAPABLE OF SUCH

MAJOR CASE

ALLEGES HE THEN

OF THE DEATH OF

TURNED ON

KING

HAS NO SUSPECTS BUT KNOWS MANY PEOPLE WOULD BE

AN ACT

PRINTS AND PHOTOS OBTAINED. ARRANGEMENTS TO

OBTAIN REGISTRATION CARD FROM

FRENCH IS V/M, AMERICAN,

MARION, INDIANA j FIVE ELEVEN,

HOLIDAY INN NOT INSTANTLY AVAILABLE.

BORN

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE LBS., HAIR

AND EYES BROVN, VEARS DARK RIMMED GLASSES, COMPLEXION NOTICEABLY

POCK-MARKED; NOTICEABLY BALD. OCCUPATION, PHYSICIAN, HOME AND

BUSINESS ADDRESS TWO THREE TWO THREE COLLINS ROAD, COLLINS, NEV

YORK, SOCIAL SECURITY

IND PAGE TWO

NO
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MURKIN

SIxTYSEVEN, HAD OCCASION

ILEb

GA.

TENN

FLA

SEVEN APRIL SIxTYEISHTMIAMI BEACH PM

TENN ON OCT. TWENTYNINE, SIxTYSEVEN

MIAMI FLA. POSTMARKED

FBI ATLANTA

1154 AMEST

TO DIRECTOR

URGENT 4/9/68 SHR

ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS

FROM MIAMI 44-1g54 2 P

ANONYMOUS NOTE SCRIBBLED ON SCRAP OF PAPER RECEIVED MIAMI OFFICE,

TODAY IN AIRMAIL ENVELOPE ADDRESSED FBI

NOTE STATES GET TOMMY

NASH, JR IN LABRA

MIAMI INDICE

LABORATORY

AT NINE FORTY

NEGATIVE

YOU WILL HAVE KING’S KILLER

NOTE AND ENVELOPE BEING FORWARDED FBI

AM THIS DATE TROOPER JOSEPH CHANCY

PATROL, ADVISED HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW

IS FIREARMS SALESMAN DURING OCT

A BOOTH AT FIREARMS SHOW

ONE J. CONRAD MORGAN

MEMPHIS

JOHN EDWARDS HOLLYWOOD

HIGHWAY

TO OCCUPY

ONE ZERO ONE EIGHT N. WATKINS, APT. FOUR

APPEARED AT BOOTH AND PURCHASED TWENTYTWO CALIBER RIFLE.

CONVERSATION

MEMPHIS

DURING

MORGAN COMMENTED THAT HE OWNED A THIRTY POINT rERO Six

CALIBER AUTOMATIC RIFLE EDWARDS RECALLS MORGAN GENERALLY FIT

DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB APPEARING IN LOCAL PRESS STORIES AND ARTIST’S

END PAGE ONE

SEMICHS)
SfRML/Zf(y

^-ATLANTA
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PAGE WO 

CONCEPTION. MORGAN BELIEVED EMPLOYED AT BURGER CHEF LOCATED THREE 

SEVEN ZERO ONE LAMAR, MEMPHIS. MORGAN FURTHER DESCRIBED AS "VEIRD 

AND FUNNY TALKING."
ATLANTA ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY TOMMY NASH, JR., AS POSSIBLE /\ 

SUSPECT.

MEMPHIS HANDLE MORGAN AS POSSIBLE SUSPECT.

CORR PAGE 1 LINE 5 LAGRANGE, GA

FBI ATLANTA
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI MEW YORK

253PM URGENT 4-8-6? JLW

TO DIRECTOR ATLANTASAVANNAH AMD MEMPHIS

FROM NEW YORK 44-1509 2P

MURKIN: CJVIL RIGHTS: 00 - MEMPHI^

ROBERT HAYNES, TWO ’ERO SEVEN FIVE FIRST AVE., APARTMENT

SIXTEEN E, NEW YORK CITY, ADVISED THIS DATE AS FOLLOWS.

ON APRIL FIVE LAST, HAYNES FLEW DELTA, FLIGHT NUMBER EIGHT ONE 

SEVEN, FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO.SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, ARRIVING AT 

SVANNAH AT TWO TEN PM. HAYNES'OCCUPIED SEAT NUMBER FOUR

THREE, NEXT TOTHE LEFT HAND WINDOW' DURING THIS FLIGHT. THE AISLE

SEAT NEvT TO HAYNES WAS OCCUPIED BY A MAN HAYNES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS 

AND WHOM HE STATES MATCHES UNSUBS DESCRIPTION AND ARTIST’S CONCEPTION 

PUBLISHED IN TODAYS NEWSPAPERS. RACE, WHITE, SEX, MALE, AGE TWENTY 

EIGHT - THIRTY TWO YEARS, WEIGHT APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED SIxTY 

POUNDS, SKIN - PALE (LIKE UNDERTAKERS), NOSE HOOKED (LIKE DICK TRACY)

HAIR, THIN ON SIDES, THICK ON TOP, LOOKED VERY MUCH LIKE A FALSE

END PAGE ONE
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FBI—AT

FBI SAM FIAH

430 PM URGENT 4/g/Sg VLT

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS,£44-1987)4 BIRMINGHAM

FROM SAN FRANCISCO £173-65) (P) 3P

MURKIN j OR $ 00: MEMPHIS

ON APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT, INSPECTOR KEN MANLEY, SAN FRANCISCO 

PD, ADVISED THAT AN INDIVIDJNd NAMES HERBERT WILSON BOWEN HAO IN­

FORMATION REGARDING CAS

HERBERT WILSON Bg#EN INTERVIEWED AND SUPPUED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION:

HERBERT WILSON BONEN, WMA, DATE OF BIRTH ________________________________  

1 IN GEORGIA, Six FEET TALL, TWO ZERO FOUR POUNDS, BROWN HAIR,

BROWN EYES, ONE zero FIVE NORTH DAWSON STREET, LA GRANGE, GEORGIA/ 

HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA ADMESS SEVEN TWO THREE ONECOLEWATER CANTON, 

ADVISED HE IS IN SAN FRANCISCO TO WORK ON THE MOVIE "BBLUT."

HE STATE® THAT HE Oim AT THE GREYHOUND BUS STATION ONL ANKER

SHIM AVENUE, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, 

APRIL SEVEN, LAST, TO BUY BOS 

TO LEAVE TWELVE FIFTTFIVE AM,

CALIFORNIAt PRIOR TO TEN 

TICKET TO SAN FRANCISCO*

THIRTY PM

BUS SCHEDULED

APRIL EIGHT, INSTANT. WHILE WAITING FOR

BBS TO LEAVE, BOWEN WALKED FOUR OR FIVE BLOCKS ON LANKERSHIM AVENUE TO

END PAGE ONE

SE
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PAGE TWO

VICINITY OF PRELUDE (PHONETIC) CUB. WHILE APPROACHING PRELUDE CLUB, 

HE OBSERVED A WHITE ONE NINE SIX EIGHT MUSTANG PARKED NEAR THE CLUB 

BEARING GEORGIA LICENSE PLATES. CHROME FRANE AROUND LICENSE PLATE

CONTAINED WORDING MADE MOTOR COMPANY WHICH BOWEN BELIEVES 

GA. BOWEN STATES LICENSE NUMBER STARTED WITH SEVEN WHICH 

COUNTY AND WAS FOLLOWED BY FOUR NUMBERS. HE BELIEVES THE

IN MARIETTA, 

STANDS FOR THE

FIRST THREE

OF THESE NUMBERS WERE ONE, SIX. SEVEN, BUT IS NOT POSITIVE AND COULD

NOT RECALL THE LAST NUMBER. BOWEN OBSERVED MAN IN »IVER'S SEAT DES-

CCRIBED AS WMA, IN HIS THIRTIES, WITH THICK HAIR, BLACK IN COLOR, FIVE 

FEET Six INCHES, MEDIUM BUILD WEARING SPORTS SHIRT. BOWEN DESCRIBED HIM 

AS WEIRD-LOOKINO BECAUSE OF THICK BLACK HAIR AND STATED HE HAD A "SILLY 

®IN." BOWEN DESCRIBED SECOND MAN WHO WAS STANDING ON SIDEWALK AS 

WMA, APPROXIMATELY TWO SIX YEANS OF AGE, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, 

MEDIUM BUILD, WEARING WHITE SHIRT AND HE WITH SPORTS GOAT AND MESS 

TROUSERS. THIS SECOND MAN REFERRED TO BY FIRST MAN AS TIN. DRIVER SAID, 

"COME ON TIN, LET'S SET THE HELL OUT OF HEREr YOU TALK TOO MUCH." THE 

TWO MEN DROVE AWAY, THENQUICKLY PUT ON THE BRAKES AND BACKED UP TO WHERE 

BOWEN WAS STANDING. THEY ASKED HIM FUR THE MATCHBOOK BECAUSE IT NAD AN 

ADDRESS IH IT THAT THE NEEDED. BOWEN PICKED UP THE MATCHBOOK FROM THE 

SOUND AND NOTED THAT THERE WAS NO ADDRESS THEREIN, BUT HE DID NOTE THAT 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE z

ON THE COVER OF THE MATCHBOOK. A MEMPHIS; TENNESSEE, WAS NAMED. BOWEN 

ADVISED HE DID NOT SEE THE NAME OF THE MOTEL. ME TOLD THEM THEME VAS 

NO ADDRESS ON THE MATCHBOOK BUT TIM SAID HE WANTED IT ANYWAY AND TOOK 

WE MATCHBOOK AT WHICH TIME THEY DROVE OFF. THIS OCCURRED AT APPROXl- 

MATELY ELEVEN PM. BOWEN STATED THAT THE MEN HAD MENTIONED THEY MIGHT 

LOOK FOR A MOTEL THAT EVENINS, LOCATION UNSPECIFIED. LEADS. LOS ANODES' 

CONDUCT INQUIRY PRELUDE CLUB, LANKERSHIM AVENUE, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, IN 

VICINITY OF GREYHOUND BOS DEPOT, IN ATTEMPT TO FURTHER IDENTIFY UNSUBS.

ATLANTA, AT DMyANDWADE»TORCOMPANYATTEMPT,IF FEASIBLE,

TO IDENTIFY INCOMPLETE LICENSE NUMBER THROUGH VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

AND POSSIBLE FIRST MAME OF IMSUB (TIM).

OTHER OFFICES!! SWISS®.

EHD .

IBS

EBI ATLANTA

THS
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SERIAL

FBI ATLANTA

FBI MEMPHIS

715PM

PM URGENT 4-8-68 MD

TO ATLANTA

FROM MEMPHIS (44-198?>

MUREIN) CIVIL RIGHTS

INVESTIGATION MEMPHIS REVEALS ARTHUR C. FEATHERSTON, THREE 

FIVE FI VE EIGHT PINE NEEDLE, MARIETTA, GEORGIA. REGISTERED PARK 

LAYNE MOTEL, THREE ZERO SEVEN THREE LAMAR AVENUE, MEMPHIS, APRIL 

ONE, LAST, AND CHECKED OUT APRIL TVO, LAST. A CHECK OF PARK LAYNE'S 

RECORDS REFLECTS THE FACT THAT FEATHERSTON VAS DRIVING A FORD 

VEHICLE LICENSESEVEN J ONE ZERO SIX SIX SEVEN.

ATLANTA ELIMINATE FEATHERSTON AS SUSPECT.

EMD

JVE

FBI ATLANTA

SEARCH
HL,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

HOLD FOR 3 MESSAGES

glOPM LCC UROENT 4/8/68 GJM

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

KURKIN

THIS IS THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER

KINS, JR., ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANTONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION #ITH CAPTIONED MATTER.

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A RIFLE ABANDONED NEAR
1

SCENE OF CRIME NAS PURCHASED BY INDIVIDUAL UNO THE NAME

JBLI^JJURTYSIX YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, ONE 

HUNDRED FIFTY - ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, BLACK OR DARK BROVN

HAIR

IN VIE# OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOWMEYER

AND LONMYER, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDI£TELY_CHECX yOUR Lt'' 
' (?) ----------------------- :-------- ----------------- - ’ ' "

INDICES, ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONE DIREBTORIES COVERING 3

YOUR TERRITORIES, ALL DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS, ALL AUTOMOBILE 

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHEDz INDEXED.
SERIALIZ^D^^.FILED./T

iLMTA
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PAGE TWO

REGISTRATION RECORDS. VOTER RESISTRATION RECORDS, AND
' — , - _ -- . .............. - ^

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL RECORDS ON THE SURNAMES LOWMEYER

AND LOWMyER, IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES, 

BO NOT CONFINE YOUR CHECK TO HARVEY LOWMEYER AND LOWMYER 

ONLY. ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE SURNAMES 

SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE PERTINENT 

PERIOD. YOU SHOULD ALSO APPROPRIATELY CHECKOUT ALL

BOMBING SUSPECTS IS TOUR TERRI TOMES.

HANDIE INNmATELY AND DIVE TOP PRIORITY ATTENTION.

BUFILES CONTAINNO INFORMATION IDENTIFIABLE ON

HARVEY LOWMEYER OR LOW MY ER.

IND

PISE HOLD AIS

FBI TAMPA
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI CHICAGO

936PM URGENT 4/8/68 RSM

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS

FROM CHICAGO (44-

MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS.

ANONYMOUS FEMALE COMPLAINANT TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED

CHICAGO OFFICE THIS P.N. WOULD NOT GIVE NAME. SHE

SAW A SKETCH IN PAPER OF REPORTED KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER 

KING AND WAS SHOCKED By RESEMBLANCE OF HER EX-HUSBAND, 

JESSE WILLARD/EDWARDS. COMPLAINANT STATED

edwards expert marksman, owns three, thirty zero six, 
ONE, THIRTY THIRTY, ONE, THREE ZERO EIGHT AND ONE, TWENTY-TWO 

RIFLE AND NAD A PROFOUND HATE FDR MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 

JOHN F. KENNEDY. SHE SAID EDWARDS HATED EVERYTHING WHEN 

DRINKING TO EXCESS AND WOULD BEAT HER. SUCH TREATMENT

CONTRIBUTED TO HER DIVORCE FOUR YEARS AGO FROM EDVARDS. 
SHE DESCRIBED EDWARDS AS WHITE MALE, FORTY - EIGHT YEARS, . /) 

BORN IN GEORGIA, FIVE FT. EIGHT OR FIVE FT. NINE INCHES, 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE LBS., HUSKY BUILD, RECEDING , 

IND-TAGE ONE ' i h^ i f/ / ^<
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PAGE TWO

ERAy-BROWN hair, full face with deep imprints in both

CHEEKS, SIMILAR TO DIMPLES, VALKS VITH LIMP AS LEFT LEG

IS SLIGHTLY SHORTER TMATXXX THAN RIGHT. EDVARDS REPORTEDLY A

STEEL WORKER AND FORMER MERCHANT MARINER, HAS BEEN ARRESTED

BY COLUMBUS, GA. PD ON ASSAULT AND DRUNK CHARGES. LAST

KNOWN TO

GEORGIA

YEAR AGO

DRIVE NINETEENSIXTY-FOUR JEEP REGISTERED IN

COMPLAINANT LAST

THOUGH HER SON IN

VALENTINE CARD POST-MARKED

HOUSTON, TEXAS

CHICAGO

ATLANTA

OBTAIN PHOTO

SAV EDVARDS APPROXIMATELY ONE

CHICAGO, ILL. RECENTLY RECEIVED A

SEATTLE AND AN EASTER CARD POST-MARKED

INDICES NEGATIVE

IDENTIFY EDVARDS THROUGH COLUMBUS PD,

AND FORWARD SAME TO MEMPHIS

OBTAIN PRINTS AND FORWARD TO BUREAU

ALSO IDENTIFY EX-VIFE AMD SON FOR INTERVIEV AT CHICAGO.

END

LBN

FBI ATLANTA
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RBI ATLANTA

FBI WASH DC

1115PM URGENT 4/g/6g LCC

TO MEMPHIS ATLANTA RICHMOND

FROM WASHINGTON HELD 2P

ASSASSIHAXLON-On5R. MARTIN LUTHER KINS, JR., CIVIL RIGHTS.

AT ONE TVENTYFIVE PM APRIL EIGHT JOHN C. THOMAS, 

AGRICULTURE, DU EIGHT SEVEN ZERO FOUR EIGHT, RESIDENCE FIVE 

ZERO Six FOUR SILVER HILL COURT, SUITLAND, MARYLAND, TELEPHONE 

SEVEN THREE FIVE NINE TWO FOUR ZERO, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 

GN APRIL FIRST LAST, HE HAD FLOWN TO ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND 

ON PLANE SAW MAN WITH BOX WHICH APPEARED TO BE IDENTICAL WITH 

ONE PICTURED IN ATLANTA JOURNAL THURSDAY AS BEING ONE THAT 

HAD CONTAINED THE RIFLE USED TO SHOOT DR. XING. SAID BOX VAS 

LAELED MAUSER. AT TIME, STEWARDESS TOOK FROM HIM AND 

STORED IT IN PLANE COCKPIT UNTIL THE END OF THE FLIGHT WHEN 

IT WAS RETURNED TO OWNER.

THE PLANE INVOLVED VAS DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT SEVEN TVO z\> 

FIVE LEAVING WASHINGTON NATIONAL AIRPORT EIGHT ZERO NINE AM 

AND ARRIVING ATLANTA AT NINE FORTYTHREE AM. , /> z

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE WO

THE MAN CARRYING THE BOX

ABOUT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES

SUNGLASSES. HE COULD FURNISH

VAS DESCRIBED AS AVERAGE HEI6HT

OR SO, STOCKY AND WEARING

NO FURTHER DESCRIPTION

RICHMOND DETERMINE STEWARDESS ’OF ABOVE FLIGHT AND ALL

DETAILS FOR HANDLING

IN CORR LINE 10 WRD ONE PAGE 1 WSHD BE LABELED RPT LABELED

JWE

FBI ATLANTA

$
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA 

12t07 AM 4-9-68 URGENT JWE 

TO MEMPHIS 44-1987 

ROM ATLANTA

MURKINj CIVIL HIGHTS.

RE ME TEL APRIL EIGHT LAST.

AUTHOR C. FEATHERSTON, THREE FIVE FIVE EIGHT PINE NEEDLE 

ERIVE S.W., WRIETTA, GA., ADVISED TODAY EMPLOYED BY TROY LAUNDRY 

MACHINERY CO., DIVISION OF AMETEK, EAST MOLINE, ILL., AND 

DISPLAYED BAILY TIME SLIPS REFLECTING VAS INSTALLING HEAVY EQUIP­

MENT AT EAST TENNESSEE STATE HOSPITAL BETWEEN ARLINGTON AND 

MEMPHIS, TENN. APRIL ONE DASH THREE LAST. STAYED PARK LANE MOTEL, 

MEMPHIS, APRIL ONE AND TWO LAST; STAYED SIESTA MOTEL, ARLINGTON, 

TENN., APRIL TWO AND THREE LAST. CHECKING OUT OF SIESTA FOUR 

THREE LAST AND RETURNED TO MARIETTA, GA. RESIDENCE IN NINETEEN 

SIxTYSEVEN FORD, SIXTYEIGHT GA. LICENSE SEVEN J ONE ZERO SIX Six 

SEVEN.

FEATHERSTON DESCRIBED V/M, THIRTYSEVEN, FIVE SIX, ONE SIX EIGHT 

DASH ONE SEVEN FOUR, EYES BLUE, COMPLEXION RUDDY AND TANNED, HAIR 

BROWN, CREW CUT, WEARS GLASSES, MARRIED, TWO CHILDRED, TATTOO BLUE 

ANCHOR RIGHT FOREARM. 

END PAGE ONE
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BI CHICAGO .

FBI ATLANTA 

412AM URGENT 4/9/68 LVG 

ID DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, MEMPHIS 

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MURKIN. 00 MEMPHIS.

RE CHICAGO TEL TO DIRECTOR FOUR EIGHT LAST.

RECORDS COLUMBUS, GA. PD REFLECT JESSE VILLARD EDVARDS, 

V/M, AGE FORTySIX IN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, ARRESTED ELEVEN TVENTYONE 

AND TVENTYTHREE NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR ON DRUNK CHARGES, RECEIVED 

TVELVE DOLLAR FINES. ARRESTED SIX TWELVE SIXTYFIVE - DUI - FINED 

TVO HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS AND COURT COSTS. EDVARDS NOT PHOTOGRAPHED 

OR FINGERPRINTED. LAST ARREST* LISTED GEORGIA DRIVERS LICENSE NINE 

NINE SIX FIVE SEVEN SIX. EMPLOYMENT WILLIAMS CONSTRUCTION CO., 

RESIDENCE EIGHT ZERO FIVE THIRTIETH ST., COLUMBUS, GA. EDVARDS 

INVOLVED IN ACCIDENT AT TIME OF LAST ARREST WHILE DRIVING NINETEEN 

SIxTYFOUR JEEP, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE GA. LICENSE FOUR R THREE FOUR 

EIGHT ZERO. COMPLAINANT IN ACCIDENT LISTED AS EUNICE B. HARPE, 

1HREE ONE THREE "J" PEABODY APARTMENTS.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

FBI CHICAGO

FBI MEMPHIS safr«E 407AM

FBI WASH DC S*T VA 404AM
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI MEMPHIS

914AM URGENT 4-9-68 SAB

TO ATLANTA

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA TEL APRIL NINE, SIXTYEIGHT, TWELVE ZERO SEVEN

RETEL FURNISHED INFO RE ONE AUTHOR C. FEATHERSTON, WHICH

SEEMINGLY ELIMINATES HIM FROM CONSIDERATION. TO MAKE CERTAIN

OF ELIMINATION, ATLANTA REQUESTED SECURE IDENTIFYING NUMBER OR

RECORD OF FINGERPRINTS OF FEATHERSTON AND SUBMIT TO BUREAU

FOR

VSC

COMPARISON WITH LATENTS INSTANT CASE

END

ATLANTA

SEARCI
SERIALIZE

FBI—AT TA
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OPTIONAL PO*M NO. 10
MAY 1*42 EDITION 
OSA GEN. (EG. NO. 27

3010-100

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) date-.

FROM SA EDWARD U. CRIM

SUBJECT: MURKIN
RM

On 4/8/68, Detective E. S. HELMS, Atlanta
Police Department, said that he had learned from 
CHARLES FERRELL, who operates a grocery store on Old 
National Highway, Hapeville, Georgia, Home Telephone 
Number 964-3052, Business Telephone Number 964-9177, 

he is acquainted with a family named 
BROWDER (phonetic), who have a son named FRANK W. 
BROWDER, a white male, age 32 to 34, 5'6”, 140 to 
150 lbs., who is an expert on rifles. FRANK W. BROWDER 
is a well educated man, a self-made preacher who owns 
an Oldsmobile and has reddish-sandy hair. BROWDER, 
whose home is at 5180 Normandy Avenue, Memphis, Tenn., 
Telephone Number 683-4130, when visiting Atlanta, 
usually stays with his grandmother.

Detective HELMS does not know where BROWDER’S
grandmother resides, but CHARLES FERRELL can take them 
to this location. BROWDER'S grandmother, a Mrs. CLARK, 
is believed to be a sister to former Governor of Georgia 
GENE TALMADGE and is believed to reside in Decatur, Ga.

FERRELL advised Detective HELMS that he
believes BROWDER was in a mental institution in Tucson, Ariz., 
and after viewing an artist's interpretation of the 
subject in this case, which appeared in the local news­
paper, said that BROWDER has many characteristics of 
this individual.

SEARCHED, jdu

W
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FBI SAVA MWAH

550PM URGENT 4/7/6P PNR

TO ATLANTA

FROM SAVANNAH /44-17SP/ IP

BURKIN# CIVIL RIGHTS, 00 -MEMPHIS.

RE NEW YORK TEL, APRIL EIGHT INSTANT.

RE ROBERT HAYNES#

FRED DYCHES, STATION MANAGER, DELTA AIRLINES, SAVANNAH, GA., 

ADVISED APRIL EIGHT INSTANT T^AT DELTA FLIGHT Six FOUR NINE WAS 

SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN SAVANNAH ONE THIRTYSEVEN PM, BUT DID NOT 

ARRIVE AT THE RAMP UNTIL TWO rERD FOUR PM, APRIL FIVE LAST. HE 

SAID THIS FLIGHT IS FROM ATLANTA TO AUGUSTA AND SAVANNAH, AND 

RETURN, AND THAT THIRTYSEVEN PASSENGERS DEBARRED AT SAVANNAH THAT 

DATE. HE SAID HE HAS NO RECORD OF THE IDENTITIES OF THE PASSENGERS 

AND THAT THE MANIFEST FOR THIS FLIGHT WILL HAVE TO BE OBTAINED FROM 

DELTA, ATLANTA, GA.

DYCHES SAID THE STEWARDESSES HAVE PRETTY MUCH DISCONTINUED 

MAKING SEAT CHARTS. -

ATLANTA, AT ATLANTA, GA., OBTAIN MANIFEST FOR FLIGHT Six FOUR 

NINE FROM ATLANTA TO SAVANNAH, APRIL FIVE, AND ASCERTAIN IF POSSIBLY 

A SEAT CHART WAS MADE OF THIS FLIGHT. T

AM COPY TO MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/9/68 URGENT VSG

TO MEMPHIS (NEW YORK - MAIL 44-1609)

FROM ATLANTA

MURKIN • CR

RENYTEL

44-2386

00# MEMPHIS

TO DIRECTOR APR. EIGHT LAST SV TEL TO ATLANTA,

APR. SEVEN LAST.

REFERENCED TELS REFER TO INFO FURNISHED TO NEW YORK BY

ROBERT HAYNES

ATLANTA OBTAINED THIS DATE MANIFEST OF FLIGHT REFERRED TO

By HAYNES AND MANIFEST SHOWS ONE PASSENGER BY NAME HAYNES LISTED

DELTA AUTHORITIES ADVISED REGISTRATION CARDS FOR PASSENGERS

WHICH WOULD CONTAIN ADDITIONAL INFO, NOT IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE

HOSTESSES ON PERTINENT DELTA FLIGHT NO. SIX FOUR NINE WERE

MAUREEN BABBINGTON, BASED IN ATLANTA, AND S. WINSLETT, BASED IN

CHICAGO

ATLANTA FURNISHING CHICAGO ALL PERTINENT INFO BY SEPARATE

COMMUNICATION FOR INTERVIEW OF WINSLETT

ATLANTA WILL INTERVIEW BABBINGTON IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY

INDIVIDUAL SITTING NEXT TO HAYNES ON FLIGHT

END PAGE ONE : * \$ A $
3 3 * iA^

B ent
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI -B UFFALO 

4-45PURGENT 4/9/68 CIM

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSONVILLE,

AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) /

FROM BUFFALO (44-374) /

MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS.

REMYTEL, AF^RIL EIGHT LAST CONCERNING SUSPECT, DR. ALVIN 

EUGENE FRENc£, 
DOCTORS, RWANDA STATE HOSPITAL, HELMUTH, N.Y., 

DIAGNOSED FRENCH’S MENTAL PROBLEM AS DEMENTIA PRAECO 

TYPE PARANOID. HIS WIFE INFORMED HOSPITAL THAT HE 

BECAME EMOTIONALLY DERANGED, ACCOMPANIED BY INCREASING 

AGGRESSIVE TENDENCIES, HOSTILITIES AND HATE, EXPRESSED 

By desire to harm his wife.
HOSPITAL PHYSICIANS ADVISE he IS POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 

APPROPRIATE CAUTION SHOULD BE TAKEN IN MAKING CONTACT WITH 

HIM.

FBI ATLANTA
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e
FBI ATLANTA

FBI MINNAPLS 

443 PH 4/9/68 URGENT NBG 

ID DIRECTOR

ATLANTA

BIRMINGHAM

MEMPHIS '

RICHMOND 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450) 5P

MURKIN. CR.

RE MY TEL, AND BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS APRIL SEVEN, LAST. 

WILLIAM JOSEPH LEHMEYER, THREE FIVE THREE ZERO FAIRLAWN 

DRIVE, MINNETONKA, MINNESOTA, STATED HE DEPARTED MINNEAPOLIS 

MARCH TWELVE, LAST, TO CONTACT CLIENTS AND PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS 

OF HIS EMPLOYER FIRM. THE FIRST PLANS HE HAD RE TRAVEL TO 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, WERE DURING EVENINE 

OF MARCH TWENTY-FIVE, LAST, AT ROANOKE, VIRGINIA, WHERE HE 

TELEPHONED p. T.^GODSEY, FIVE FOUR ZERO FIVE LONG MEADOW 

LANE, COLLEGE PARK, GEORGIA, A LOCAL CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY CARMEN RE AN APPOINTMENT FOR LEHMEYER 

TO TALK TO A CARMAN IN ATLANTA. DURING THE SAME EVENING, HE 

ALSO CALLED RICHARD EVANS, LOCAL CHAIRMAN OF BROTHHi^OOD^O^^^ 
RAILWAY CARMEN, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, RE AFPOINW^ TO...  ,. .-

FND PAGE ONE
SERIALIZE
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MEMPHIS

ATLANTA

601 PM URGENT 4/9/68

TO MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-23g6

MURKIN. CR

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU APRIL EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT

BASED ON INFORMATION SET FORTH IN RETEL, GA. DEPARTMENT

OF MOTOR VEHICLES UNABLE TO EFFECT IDENTIFICATION OF PARTIAL

LICENSE NUMBER FURNISHED BY HERBERT WILSON BOWEN

WADE MOTOR COMPANY CLOSED APRIL NINE SIXTYEIGHT RE KING

FUNERAL. WILL BE CONTACTED APRIL TEN SIXTYEIGHT

END

FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HP 157-450

PAGE TWO

INTERVIEW PROSPECTIVE CLIENT IN BIRMINGHAM. THESE TELEPHONE

CALLS WERE HADE FROM DOWNTOWN HOLIDAY MOTEL, ROANOKE, WHERE LEHMEyER

SPENT NIGHT

ON HORNING OF MARCH TWENTY-SIX, LEHHEYER FLEW FROH

ROANOKE TO RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. HE

BY COOPER SILL AND HIS WIFE. SILL

RECENTLY HAD ACCIDENT RESULTING IN

WAS MET AT RICHMOND AIRPORT

IS A CARMEN CLIENT, HAVING

LEG INJURY

AFTER ARRIVING AT RICHMOND AIRPORT ABOUT MID-MORNING, HE

MADE RESERVATIONS ON EASTERN AIRLINES FOR TRAVEL TO ATLANTA ON

MARCH TWENTY-SIX. GILL DROVE HIM TO DOWNTOWN PETERSBURG

VIRGINIA HOLIDAY INN WHERE HE CANCELLED RESEVATION IN THAT

MOTEL AND REQUESTED RESERVATION AT HOLIDAY INN, ATLANTA,

GEORGIA

HOLIDAY

ATLANTA

AIRPORT. UNABLE TO GET RESERVATION AT ATLANTA AIRPORT

INN. HE THEN TELEPHONICALLY MADE RESERVATION AT

HILTON HOTEL FOR NIGHT OF MARCH TWENTY-SIX. GILL AND

HIS WIFE DROVE LEHHEyER TO PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA

N AND W RAILROAD YARDS AND SHOPS, WHERE HE INTERVIEWED J.B

HILLER, ASSISTANT LOCAL CHAIRHAN OF BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY CARHEN RE

MILLER’S RECENT JOB INCURRED INJURY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MP 157-450 

PAGE THREE 

IM PETERSBURG HE ALSO CONTACTED CREDIT MANAGER AT SEARS 

ROEBUCK CO. IN BEHALD OF MILLER WHO WAS IN ARREARS 

payments to sears, after Contact as sears, he was 
TO RICHMOND AIRPORT BY GILL. HE WAITED AT AIRPORT 

AWHILE AND DEPARTED RICHMOND VIA EASTERN AIRLINES,

RE

DRIVEN

QUITE

ENROUTE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ARRIVING AT ATLANTA SEVEN PM, MARCH 

TWENTY-SIX.

UPON ARRIVAL AT ATLANTA AIRPORT, HE PROMPTLY MADE 

TELEPHONE CALL TO C.T. GODSEY RE INTERVIEW WITH PROSPECTIVE 

CLIENT AND WAS INFORMED BY GODSEY THAT CLIENT REFUSED TO 

TALK TO LEHMEYER. GODSEY WAS THE ONLY PERSON LEHMEYER CONTACTED 

IN ATLANTA. LEHMEYER SPENT NIGHT OF MARCH TWENTY-SIX AT 

ATLANTA HILTON HOTEL. WHILE AT HILTON, HE TELEPHONED RICHARD 

EVANS, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, RE HIS PLANS TO ARRIVE IN 

BIRMINGHAM MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN. HILTON HOTEL BILL HANDLED 

WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS CREDIT CARD WITH NAME WILLIAM J. 

LEHMEYER.

AT ATLANTA AIRPORT, MORNING OF MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, 

LEHMEYER PURCHASED EASTERN AIRLINE TICKET TO BIRMINGHAM 

DEPARTING ATLANTA MID-MORNING THAT DATE AND ARRIVING 

BIRMINGHAM FORENOON.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MP 157-450

PAGE FOUR

INFORMATION RE LEHMEYER'S ACTIVITIES SUBSEQUENT TO

ARRIVAL IN

REFERENCED

BIRMINGHAM

BIRMINGHAM

HE DID NOT

PARLIAMENT

BIRMINGHAM MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN FURNISHED IN

MINNEAPOLIS TEL. LEHMEYER STATED HIS PLANS IN

ON MARCH

SAME DAY

REGISTER

TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST, WERE

AFTER INTERVIEW OF A MR

TO DEPART

ELKOURIE

AT A MOTEL AND DID NOT GIVE NAMES OF

HOUSE HOTEL OR AIRPORT MOTEL TO SOUTHERN AIRLINES

OR DELTA AIRLINES CLERKS AS POINTS OF CONTACT WHEN HE MADE

HOLD RESERVATIONS WITH THESE AIRLINES ON THAT DATE. HE .

STATED HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF A PARLIAMENT HOUSE

IN BIRMINGHAM. HAD IT BEEN NECESSARY FOR HIM TO

NIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM, HE WOULD HAVE STAYED AT THE

MOTEL. HE GAVE NO CONTACT

DID EVANS FURNISH PLACE OF

LEHMEYER SAYS HE TOLD

HOTEL

STAY OVER­

AIRPORT

POINTS FOR RESERVATIONS, NOR

CONTACT TO AIRLINE

AIRLINES RESERVATION CLERKS HE

WOULD CONTACT AIRPORT nCKET COUNTERS RE FLIGHTS WHEN HE WAS

AVAILABLE TO DEPART BIRMINGHAM ON MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN

ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, RICHMOND SHOULD CONSIDER CONDUCTING

DISCREET BACKGROUND INQUIRIES RE INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED

LEHMEYER IN THEIR RESPECTIVE DIVISIONS AND OTHER APPROPRIATE

INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF THESE INDIVIDUALS MAY BE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MP 157-450

PAGE FIVE

SUSPECTS IN THIS MATTER

TODAY WILLIAM DE PARCQ, PARTNER, MINNEAPOLIS LAW FIRM

OF DE PARCQ ANDERSON AND PERL, EMPLOYER OF LEHMEYER, STATED

HIS FIRM HAS MANY CLIENTS IN SOUTHER U.S. HE EMPHATICALLY

REQUESTED THAT FBI INQUIRIES AND CONTACTS WITH INDIVIDUALS

PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED Y LEHMEYER BE HANDLED IN SUCH A

MANNER THAT THE RELATIONSHIP OF HIS FIRM AND ITS REPUTATION

WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS WOULD NOT BE JEOPARDIZED

OTHER INVESTIGATION THIS MATTER BEING EXPEDITED

END

®B

FBI ATLANTA
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