
FBI WASH DC W 1
RELAY MESSAGE PLAN - TURN ON PERFORATOR |

GA.721PM URGENT 4-24-68 BJP .
TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN .I

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P |

MURKIN f

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS I

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT
REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. J

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL
RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN J

FURNISHED 10’S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO BE "J
CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON J

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET • ;|

FORTH ON THE IO’S AND WANTED FLYERS. THIS IS TO INSURE THAT |

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS i

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM J

STOPS PLACED.

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPH J^. 1 ----— ■ * ~ ■ ' <—— — . ,, , _ >JI , — — ■ 1

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY.  *

END PAGE ONE .

fbi_ATLANTA

INDEXED.

TILED../
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OPTIONAL WlM NO. 10
MAY I*A3 fWTION 
OU GfN. HO. NO. 27

9010-100

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) date: 4/25/68

from : SA CHARLES S. HARDING

SUBJECT: MURKIN

A check should be made of all car rental garages 
in the Capitol Homes area to determine if siitfect, JAMES EARL 
RAY could have left a car in one of these garages for future 
getaway.

Display photos of RAY,

CSH:lcc
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• . *

AT 44-2386

Sha rviewed photographsofsubjeot JAMES EArL BAT J 
and advised that site, had never met this individual nor had 
her husband ever mentioned his namepriofto about 4/23/68 
when she discussed this with hen ji^band While hevwas in - 
jail .in,Ma^iet-ta/>§ei!^0fu' ' 3^ . /

.' he ‘sa id .‘to her. that. he ■ had - met this : ind iv idua 1'^1# he referred . 
to* as ”jlMMTn at the Missouri Prison. She explained that thls 
was after GALT’s .picture appeared an televisionand in the : 
newspapers and her husband stated he did net know anyone " 
by the name of GALT. Later as GALT; was identiled as RAT, 
her husband stated that he slightly know RAT a A "JIMMT” 
at the Missouri Prison Branch. * %

She advised, that the only Mends her husband had other 
than the individuals he became acquainted with tn Marietta 
were the fnynw'iw7 <■

PAUL LAIL, JR., who owns a heme in Palm Beach, 
Florida, She reported that LAIL together with LAIL’s wife, 
BETTT, and baby DAVID visited her and her husband some two to 
three months ago and visited with them in Cobb County, Georgia 
for about three weeks. LAIL, according to Mrs. DOWDA, was 
in the lighting business and worked for an Atlanta company 
(name not known to her) for a period of about two weeks during 
the time that Mr. and Mrs. LAIL were visiting them.

She explained that she does not know the circumstances 
sarrounding her husband's meeting LAIL but stated this occurred 
in Missouri. ’

She described LAIL as being a white male, 38 to 39 
yearn of age, 6'5” tall, skinny, red hair, ruddy complexion, 
wears glasses and had a Volkswagen which he bought and paid 
for at some automobile dealer's agency in Marietta.

JOHN PETRIE<Shott Road, Star Route #2, Jefferson 
Qty, Missouri, tkyhad something to do with the State 
Penitentiary tier/.

A guard, name unknown, who was also affiliated with the 
penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri and still another 
individual (name unknown) who was also affiliated with the 
penitentiary at Jefferson City in a supervisory poslticn in the 
diet kitchen.

3
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At44-2386

According to GRAHAM, JDRN'lGAN knew some friends of 
DOWDA. ■

‘ With respect to'pSTRI® and the twi wtoofn individuals,
she advised that 'She nnd/lM'^ t<x& atriptd California 
in November and December l967/and on rotite there visited the 
above three individuals in Jefferson City, Missouri* "

: Wk He inCalifornia, Ske andher kiSkbandrisited: "
her aunt and uncle<;J|fr * and Mrs^
Verdespeninsula,LosAngeleBan4als<y/tsitedMonterey, 
California. SM>^^^ Wi ilr Wf^ . < •
constantly duringtheir trip ’to California and he made no 
contacts while there.

She adrlsOd tMt the only individualher husband • 
corresponds with is' the individual:t5ited abbye^wM© is- . 
affELiated at the Diet Kitchen at the State penitentia^y and 
who also has a farnand cattle somdwhereinthe Jefferson 
City area, • ■ ■ . . ■ •

On 4/24/68, RALPH GRAHAM, father of SHARON GRAHAM 
DOWDA, 65 Wood Ridge j|ifiW Marietta* Georg ia,Xd vised that 
his son-in-law, LEWIS BOWDA, while working.fo/ the Bonanza 
Sirloin Pit, became frigidly with 1X0TD JURNIGAN (phonetic) 
whb was the manager of tbhahza Sirloin Pit,fand who presently 
resides in Chamblee, Georgia (addresS unknown) and is also 
the operator of arestaurant (name hot knbWnJinAtlanta* ,
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4 4
FBI ATLANTA

FBI_ MEMPHIS

1040AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP

TO DIRECTOR

A TLANTA

NEW YORK

RE CLEVELAND AIRTEL APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT.

REFERENCE AIRTEL REQUESTS NEW YORK OFFICE MAKE CONTACT

AT NBC NEWS AND DETERMINE IDENTITY ALCOHOLIC CLINIC IN ATLANTA SO 

ATLANTA THEREAFTER MAY IDENTIFY PERSON WHO APPEARED ON PROGRAM 

BELIEVED TO RESEMBLE SKETCHES OF GALT.

MEMPHIS OF OPINION NEW YORK NEED NOT HANDLE LEAD AS

ATLANTA CAN THROUGH SOURCES DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS ALCOHOLIC CLINIC 

AND CAN ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF RECORDS THERE WHETHER OR NOT PERSON 

BY NAME RUDOLPH HELON OR HALLON WHO REPORTEDLY APPEARED IN PROGRAM 

IS IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

MEMPHIS PERSONNEL WHO RECALLED SEEING PROGRAM BELIEVE

PERSON OF INTEREST WAS PERSON CALLED RUDY WHO HAD EXTENSIVE ARREST

RECORD FOR ALCOHOLISM AND WAS ONE WHOM CAMERA FOLLOWED INTO

LIQUOR STORE. ATLANTA RESOLVE. AIR MAIL COPY TO CLEVELAND.

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZE
INDEXED.

•FILED......
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

1217P URGENT 4/25/68

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS 44-1987

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU, ATTN. IDENTIFICATION DIV., APR

TWO TWO, LAST

RETEL REQUESTED COPY OF FINGERPRINTS OF JAMES EARL RAY TO

BE SEARCHED THRU LATENT FINGERPRINT FILE OF ATLANTA PD. SUGGEST

SIMILAR REQUEST OF

ALL CURRENT LATENT

SUBJECT’S PRINTS

END

MEN

ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALSO COMPARE

FINGERPRINTS FOUND TO BE SEARCHED AGAINST

P

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI MEMPHIS
1^
•<t

TU

1212P - BJP - FBI WASH DC
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1**2 tWTION 
OSA OCN. MO. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) DATE: 4/25/68

from : SA JOHN T. DARKO

SUBJECT: MURK IN 
CR

Re Memos of SA JAMES p, ROSE, 4/16/68.

On 4/17/68 FRED TIBJJITS, Ideal Cleaners, 
Gainesville, Georgia, advised that the laundry mark 
20-R-3 in all probability stands for the following:

The number 20 denotes the lot number of the 
laundry, the letter R denotes the letter which is used 
the particular week the laundry is checked into the 
respective laundry, snd the number 3 in all probability 
denotes the bundle number of the laundry.

TIBBITS advised that in the Ideal Laundry 
at Gainesville, the lot numbers have never gone above 
the number 12; therefore, he is sure that a laundry 
marked 20-R-3 did not come from the Ideal Cleaners at 
Gainesville. /

On 4/19/68 FRANCES DOOLEY, Gainesville Steam 
Laundry, Gainesville, Georgia, /advised that the Steam 
Laundry does not use the Thermp-Seal Laundry Tapes in 
marking laundry. She advised that she has been employed 
by this laundry for eight years and that during this 
period of time, the laundry has utilized paper with metal 
clips which are attached to the laundry. She reitereated 
that Gainesville Steam Laundry did not utilize any 
thermo-seal tapes.

Atlanta
JTD :cjm/' ,

m Ci/"
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AT 44-2386

5* ■

.^

White 
Female 
28 to 30

.148 " '•
Light red ■
Word- lots?of rouge.

Race 
Sex .
'Age:- ‘ -
Height "
Weight
Build 
Hair 
Characteristics

White- .
.. Male - . : 5 ■

■ ^h) 40 ' -
5’8^’ ' . ' ' < <
178 to 180 
Muscular •

- ■ Bl^od'red - -
Dark blood, red bushy 

moustache andeyebrows

THORNTON described Mrff. VAN NESS aS follows

Race ;
Sent '

■ Age..^ " ■
: Height- ;

Weight -' 
Hair ’ 
Characteristics

Mr. THORNTON advised that there was another White,, 
woman with blond haljrfgltting in the j^ear of VAN NESS’ 
196# White Ihti^ advised: that he observed this
woman as he walked yaN NESS to the door of the fuH.er,al 
home. THORNTON advised that ihashucb as he was suspicious 
of VAN NESS at this time/ he did not accompany ViN NESS ■ 
to his automobile.; THORNTON Whs shown photographs of 
JAME# EARL j&AY and ;a4ge«8:W W resembled the indivi­
dual kndwh to him as .Dr, EARL VAN NESS ..provided one 
colored BsliY’s haih rdd, placed a bushy:; red moustache „ 
on his photograph.He addedthatinaddition, Dr.VAN 
NESS was wearing dark horn-rimmed glasses. VAN NESS: ; . '
spokewithanaccent which resShbledthe accent of a

1 person who had lived inthe'South#tone time buthad , 
moved to the North. He indicated that VAN NESS stated 
that he was originally from Birmingham, Alabama. '

■ ‘ . (h.'0V^i the following individuals were ;
contacted by SAWATTS. These individuals alladvised 
that they had no broom 210E attheirmotel and that they 
Were unable to Ideate aregistratlon record foranyona
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44-2386AT

Doctor EARL VAN NESS for the monthby ofthe
April,

HENRY L. PARHAM, Manager, Holiday Inn

BRAD 
Nor 
Dor

Inn, 
nw;

name of 
1968:

dmont Circle, NE

, Manager, Holiday Inn, 
^4422 Northeast Freeway, . 

orgia

JACKIE LOBIS, Desk Clerk, Holiday 
Northwest, 1810 Howell Mill Rodd, 
Atlanta

1944 Pi

-4*

w

•mJ;
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OPTIONAL WIM NO. 10 SO10-IM
MAY 1*43 COITION
OU OfN. NO. NO. 1/ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : SA WILLIAM B. WATTS, JR

subject : MURKIN

JAMES RIORDAN personally appeared at the 
Atlanta FBI Office on 4/24/68 and advised that he 
planned to leave Atlanta on 4/25/68 for Chicago, Ill. 
RIORDAN was extremely vague as to his plans after he 
reached Chicago and indicated that he did not have 
any particular employment in mind after his arrival 
in that area. RIORDAN indicated that he could be 
reached in Chicago only in care of the U.S. Post 
Office, General Delivery.

RIORDAN again requested that the three 
rolls of films which he furnished the FBI Office 
on 4/20/68 be returned to him as soon as the FBI 
has completed its processing of the film. RIORDAN 
requested that this film be mailed to him in care 
of his mother, Mrs. RAYMOND RIORDAN, 812 Margaret 
St., Rhinelander, Wisconsin.

^-Atlanta 
WBW/pml
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1942 COITION 
OSA OCN. MO. NO. 29

MIO-IO*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : SA ROYMOND J. MICHEL

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re: Memo of SA JOSEPH P. AYERS, April 18, 1968 
(Serial 708)

On 4/19/68, Miss PATRICIA BOYLE, 787 Barnett
St., Atlanta, Ga., advised that she was sure that the 
name GALT was in the file of the Community Blood Plasma 
Center on Whitehall St. in Atlanta. She would check the 
files when she returned to work as she was interviewed 
while she was at her residence.

On 4/23/68, Miss BOYLE advised that the files
of her office contain one RALPH GAULT, whose date of 
birth was 1906. Based on DOB, this would not be the 
suspect of the Murkin case.

RJM/pml
<2) „
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August 23, 1?6?

MEMO:

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING

FROM: 1-20

TO: FILES

CALIER STATED HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE THAT A BILL WILLIAMS, 
WHITE MALE, ASSOCIATED WITH THE KLAN. MADE A BOAST THAT HE WAS GOING TO KILL MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. STATED THEY RECEIVED THIS EFGWION FROM THE MACH OFFICE IN NEW ORLEANS. 
NO INFORMATION GN WILIAMS. POSSIBLY IS NON IN THE SHREVEPORT OR NEW ORLEANS AREA. REC­
EIVED CALL 11PM.

Submitted: 
rbm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



May 2, 1967

MEMO:

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

FROM: I-I7

TO: FILES

GRAND RAPIDS POLICE DEPT, ADVISED' DETROIT, MICH.OFFICE OF LETTER RECEIVED APRIL 18, 
WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS. SOURCE SLATES THAT HE HEARD ADRIAN JANES HAKNENBERG @ RONALD 
L; STEVENS @ RONALD LEON STEVENS, DOS 8-6-45, GREAT BRITTAN. ALSO A MEMBER OF THE 
AMERICAN NAZI PARTY. SOURCE WAS ALSO SHOW A LEITER SENT TO HAHENBERG FROM GEORGE 
LINCOLN ROCKWELL DATED 3-28-67.

THE LETTER STATED THAT JAMES MEREDITH HAD RECENTLY VISITED GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. AT 
WHICH TIME HE SLATED THERE WOULD HE DEMONSTRATIONS THERE THIS SUMMER, AT WHICH TIMS 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WOULD EE KU LAD.

Submitted: 
rb»
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APRIL 28, 196?

MEMO:

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. .

FROM: I-I7

TO: FILES

ABOVE STATED THAT JACKSCN, MISS. OFFICE. HAD ADVISED THAT AN INFORMER HAD HEARD A L .C 
BLAYLOCK, OVNER OF CURLY'S PLACE, WINONA, MISS. SAY THAT A JULIO ROMEO OF JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA, WOULD GIVE ANYONE $100,000 TO KILL THE ABOVE.

Submitted 
rbm
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Advised at 9:5OP?1 this date by SA Al Sentinella that their 
office received a Teletype from the Chicago Office which stated 
that they had received information from G-2 that a Colonel in 
the Army in Germany had obtained a confession from Joseph Gaffney 
that stated he employed a Stephen -Lane who is a Pfc to serve as 
a member of a two-man assasiriation' team to assasinate Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in 1967*

CEW/dj
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Atlanta Police Deprtment 
Nov. 3, 1966 _

MEMO: .

RE: WIN LUTHER KING

TO; FILES

FRCM: 1-1? ' ’

Information reveals that in Chicago. There are posters offering 10,000 dollars for 

the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING. It is reported by this agency that a male by the 

name eg TONY DECTER knows who the party is that will pay the reward. It is not known 

at this time the whereabouts or anything pertinent about DEXTER.

rbm
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Date ; ’2 196?

Timo
Ari 
.El

Coll Placed To

Call Received from Cait'nil ly, Kansas City, Missouri ID, xh cl-6100

Message:
deceived a call froa Cu.pt 

by the names of; ;1 - fr'iLcio 
. 2 - rilllam

will arrive in Atlanta at 9:00 
Cart Kelly stated that the two

Pelly w^o eluted that two white aslos

D

on thia flight coming to Atlanta
arc

alloy, <.
this date by Pastern Airlines* 
"race Patera" and have weapons
Cait Kelly stated that they are

coairs to Atlanta to threaten Doctor Partin rather Kin.;

Caller
To bo charged to____ _

Addres s__
3gt C• E . Diekcy•>on

Received By
dyt C.1A Di chcroon 

Call authorized by.
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March 26, 1965

RE: Threat on Martin Luther Kings life

Lt. M.G Redding:

San Antonio St
Received information from B.N that a yilllRM HAROLD JAMISON wra 26, 10133 

Maae unreat to informerSouth Gate Calif, (suburb oFToaAndes')'
March 9th. "I’m going to get EtSSKi Martin Luther King, he’s 
argument with wife and has 3.eft home, carrying an old rifle.

mine". Subject had

He is described further as follows: believed born in Kansas, 5’8"
skinny, lean face, eyes sunken in, dark brown hail’, hair cut short. Drives 
make and model unknown. At one time been member of JBS, was kicked out.

125-130/;', 
old gray car

rbm

King is to be in San Francisco this week-end

Resp

A •>

R.B Moore
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Karch 26, 1965

RE: Threat on Kartin Luthers Kings life

Lt. M.G Redding:

PH

Received information from B.N that a Jf OK MAYNARD RAY i®3^, dob
158^, light brown hair, gray eyes, born in Franklin Cu^F^^xi/3s''18^ vai© st, 
Durham, N.C. This subject has been convicted for bank robbery and other felonys, 
carrying concealed weapons etc.

5'10?

InformKer stated the above subject was offered $5000 to kill either Martin
Luther King or John Fanner (this could have been James Farmer or Forman). By GEORGE 
MCLAMB wm37» who is president of Durham Countys White Citizens Council, also belongs 
to 16cal telephone union. Further described as being £5’8”, round face, drives dark 
Ford station wagon. He also offered subject gun to do it with.

rbm R.B Moore
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March 1?, 1965

RE: Threat on Martin Luther Kings
life

Lt, M.G Redding:

Received information from B.ll that , the Washington Post newspaper had received
a call from a Ruth Harrington cf. Wanting to knew where Martin Luther King was at now, 
also what his address was in Atlanta., Asked why she wanted thss information, she 
stated that she wanted to kill him. That he had caused all this trouble. Said she was 
going to take a plane to Alabama and kill bin.

Washington police records shown that this individual lives at 812 Quintana Pl
N.W, Washington D.C, and that she operates a super market. There is also a 32 Cal. 
S&W pistol registered in her name.

Resp

rbm R.B Moore
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2”23"65

Dear Sir

Re: Information from F.B. I

Respectfully,

bb

but before they could contact him, he

W0E. Peacock
71-114-
Security Squad

had checked out, whereabouts unknown

Lt. M. G. Redding

The subject Jacobs was staying at the Salvation Army in Kansas City

Received call from F.B.I® and they informed us that they had a teletype 
from Kansas City stating that William Thomas Jacobs, colored ?, was 
approached on the 15th of February to kill King and President Johnson®
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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

ATLANTA, GA.

Jan, 17, 3 965

Re: Martin Luther Ling Jr

I received A telephone call at approximately 1:30 PM this date frCid 
FBI agent Joe Ponder, he said that he received word from the Justice Dept, 
in Washington D.C. that the above subject was going to be killed in thrity- six 
hours. He said that a Mr. Walter Fauntroy who is a member of SCLC, called tho 
justice dept, and said that he obtain this information from a meeting that he 
was at , held by some Citizen Council, name unknown. This all of the information 
that he has at this time.

We checked the above house as offen as possible, durning the day, and he is 
leaving Atlanta Jan. 18, 1965, going to Selma Ala.

Lt. Redding
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MEMO:

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

LT

Pll

Pll

REEP

CHARLES
FRANCIS
WILLI AT'
WILLIAM

N.Y
CALIF

STEPHEN LANE
JOSEPH GAFFNEY
TONY DEXTER
JAMES WILLIAM COLE ©CATFISH

CHEWMR
BRITTIN COVINA CALIF

CALIFSAN ANTONIO ST SOUTH GATE

SGT R.B MOORE

SECURITY SOUADFROM

CHECK TO SEE IFTHE PAST HAVE THREATENED THE LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR
AND ANY OTHER INFORMATIONWITH ANY OF THEMERIC GALT COULD HAVE ESEN ASSOCIATED

THAN COULD BE PERTINENT TO THE INVESTIGATION

WAYNE SPIVATO LT

PENFIELD
HAORLD J Ti iOME

1068

JACK MAYNARD RAY WM 34
GEORGE MCLAMB WM37
RUTH HARRINGTON CF 812
WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS

QUINTANA PL WASHINGTON D.C
SALVATION ARMY KANSAS CITY

X LAY WM
MALLOY WMD

HAROLD JAMISON

M. L THOMPSONJUG 31
BILL WILLIAMS NEW ORLEANS

STEVENS @ RONALD LEON STEVENS DOBADRAIN JAMES HAHNENBERG ©RONALD L
WINONA MISS

JIM JOHNSON’ NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF ICKI
ALFRED SHAEFFER VAI 27 5’6" Blonde MAUDE TEXAS
DAVID LAHDSDEN RELEASED FROM MENARD

April 18

WE HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TO FURNISH YOUR OFFICE WITH THE NAMES OF PERSONS WHO IN

DOB

ILL.(PRESUMALBY MENTAI INSTITUTE
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