
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY I Ml tDm ON
GSA FPMR <41 CFH) IO1-1I.A

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, Atlanta date: April 29, 1968TO

subject:

9010-100

Director, FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
I.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 
’’TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES” PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of 
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed 
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation’s 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive.

Prompt distribution should be made and additional 
supplies, if needed, are available at the Bui'eau. The following number 
of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
cover: 170.

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity 
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available 
in each office, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
encouraged and special attention should be given to publications aimed 
at minority groups. a 4 „ Q ^ Q A -

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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• 4
450P EOT URGENT 4/30/6? V?C

TO SAN FRANCISCO AND'BOSTON .

FROM ATLANTA 44-23*5 IP

NORKIN

OUTDOOR TELEPHONEPAY STATION LOCATED ON WALL, 

KIRKPATRICK PHARMACY, FOURTEENTH AND pEACuTREE STREETS, M,r ATLANTA 

IN AREA WERE JAMES EARL R/Y RESIDED. CHECK OF LD CALLS REFLECTS 

FnL LO’’’T Mg.

*ARCw SEVENTEEN AND EIGHTEEN, ’SIXTYRIGHT, ARE* SIX ZERO THREE - 

FIVE TVO SIX - EIGHT EIGHT EIGHT ONE, N^y LONDON, NR''* HAMPSHIRE.

APRIL OHF, ’SIXTYEJGMT, AREA SEVEN ZERO SFVR” - EIGHT 

TUG T^REF. - FIVE MIMF 0ME QME, SEBASTOPOL, CALIF.

BOSTON AND SAN FRANCISCO IDENTIFY SUBSCRIBERS OF ABOVE 

AND CONDUCT SUFFICIENT INVESTIGATION TO DETERS I"^ IF SUBJECT 

JANES EARL RAY '(NOUN TO THEM.

ARMED & DANGEROUS. P

Et’D

FBI BOSTON

^XXtXX 348P _- KLJ, FBI, SAN FRAN

44 - " ^ °
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PW^E ’TWO •

AT 44-P3P6 ' '

REPORTEDLY LEFT MONTREAL, CANADA AREA SOMETIME DORINS AUS. 'SIXTYSEVEN 

AND POSSIBILITY RAY UTILISED STOLEN CADILLAC FOR TRANSPORTATION TO 

SO UTH .

KANSAS CITY IMMEDIATELY CONTACT PHILLIP PETROLEUM AND ATTEST

TO IDENTIFY ST. PIERRE. THEREAFTER, SET OUT LEADS TO LOCATE ST. PIERRE 

’JI TH INSTRUCTIONS THAT PHOTOS OF RAY 3E DISPLAYED IN AN EFFORT TO 

IDENTIFY HIM DR ELIMINATE HIM WITH STOLEN CADILLAC.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P

END

s
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frt ’CASH DC

FBI ATLANTA

1.40EDT 4/30/57 URGENT VSC

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, OKLAHOMA CITY AND MEMPHIS

FROM ATLANTA 44-23^6 4P

LEWIE RAYMOND DOw/a, INNATE COBB CO. JAIL, "ARIEjX, SA., 

RFINTERVIEWED APR. TWENTY ZlNE. ADVISED JANES EARL/RAY VERY CLOS’*

TO (FNU) "PUNCHY" MILLER, EX-BOXER 

STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP). MILLER 

DOUDA CLAIM? BENJAMIN 0. GOOQIN, S 

PICKED HP NUMBS? OF BAD CHECKS WRI

WHO WORKED IN KITCHEN MISSOURI

REPORTEDLY ONE OF LEADERS IN PRISON

UPERVISOP IN KITCUEN MSP

TTEN BY MILLER AFTER MILLER’S

RELEASE FROM PRISON BUT UNABLE TO RETRIEVE ALL AMD ^ILfR RE­

TURNED TO PRISON. GOODIN FORMERLY IN U. S. NAVY ABOARD SEVERAL 

SHIPS WHICH WERE SUNK AND REPORTS WEEKLY TO VA. CLAIMS GOODIN 

ON NARCOTICS, POSSIBLY BY PRESCRIPTION.

DOWDA CLAIMS MAIN SUPPLIER OF DRUGS IN PRISON IS PRISONER, 

NAME UNRECALLED, BUT BELIEVES PRISONER SERVING LONG SENTENCE FOR 

SHOOTING AND KILLING ST. LOUIS POLICE OFFICER. THIS PRISONER

STAVED IN C HALL, PUT MAD RUN OF PRISON AND PASS TO EAT IN

OFFICERS KITCHEN. PRISONER CLOSE TO FORMER WARDEN NASH. AFTER

END PAGE ONE
44-238 6 —/£A5

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE WO

AT 44-23*6

NASH(S SUICIDE, PRISONER TRIED TO GET CLOSE TO WARDEN SWINSON, 

WITHOUT SUCCESS. ONE-HALF POUND OF AMPHETAMINES FOUND IN TRASH 

CAN IN THIS PRISONER'S CELL. PRISONER DESCRIPED AS APPROXIMATELY

IHIRTYTWO YRS OF AGE, W/N, SIX FEET, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY LBS., BLACK

HAIR. THIS PERSON WAD SIX TO EIGHT OTHER PRISONERS PUSHING 

DRUGS FOR HImZn PRISON. T! ^PRISONER’S SOURCE OF DRUGS NOT KNOWN 

RUT RELIEVED TO RE A GUARDS PRISONER CLOSE TO RAY A^D PRISONERS _ 

LEO BARNETT AMD NEIL A^BY (PH). •

DOUDA CLAIMS NEIL ABBY MAD RUM OF K HALL AND WAS SUPPLIER s' 
OF AMPHETAMINES AND BELIEVES SOURCE AMPHETAMINES WAS HAROLD SCHAFER, 

GUARD AT KITCHEN GATE, MSP. AFTER TRANSFER TO C WALL, ABBY CONTINUED 

TO HAVE RUM OF PRISON.

DOUDA CLAIMS TWO GANGS IN PRISON, ONE FROM ST. LOUIS AND OTHER 

FROM KANSAS CITY. RAY ASSOCIATED WITH LEADERS OF ST. LOUIS GANG. 

INVESTIGATION MARIETTA, GA., REFLECTS LEWIE DOUDA IN APR., ’SIXTYSEVEN, 

MADE TRIP TO MISSOURI. DOWDA ADVISED ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT LEO BARNETT 

AT FLAT RIVER, MO., BUT UNSUCCESSFUL AS BARNETT IN FLORIDA PRISON. 

DOWDA CLAIMS ON RETURN TO GA. MET ONE WILLY "DINK" CHIPLEY IN BAR 

SOMEWHERE IN ALA. CHUMLEY FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, WAS LEAVING HOME DUE 

TO MARITAL DIFFICULTIES. CHUMBLEY AND DOWDA CAME TO MARIETTA, GA. 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE PIREE

AT AA-23S5

INVESTIGATION REFLECTS CHUMLEY EMPLOYED ROYAL TIRE SERVICE, 

MARIETTA, GA., SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

LISTED DOR AS

DESCRI RED AS W/M; FIVE FEET ELEVEN; TWO HUNDRED - TWO HUNDRED TEN 

LBS.; THINNING GRAY-GROWN HAIR, MEDIUM TO ROUGH COMPLEXION, HAVING

NO UPPER TEETH. DOUDA'S FORMER EMPLOYER ADVISED CHUMLEY TOLD HIM

DOWDA PLACED TO ROD THIS INDIVIDUAL AND WANTED CHUMLEY TO ASSIST. 

CHUMLEY LEFT TOWN RATHER THAN ASSIST. ROBBERY DID NOT OCCUR.
WILE IN MARIETTA-z^, CHUMBLEY INVOLVED IN AUTO ACCIDENT AND 

HIS ’FIFTYFIVE BUIC^f VIN FOUR 5 FOUR ZERO SpJH<FIVE FOUR THREE ZERO, 

BEARING SIXTYSEVEN OKLAHOMA LICENSE X W *IX SIX SEVEN TWO, WAS 

WRECKED. CHUMLEY VERY CLOSE TO DOWDA DUPING PERIOD CHUMLEY WITH HIM 

IN MARIETTA, GA.

KANSAS CITY AT MSP, JEFFERSON CITY, MD. DETERMINE IDENTITY 

PRISONER REPORTEDLY MAIN SUPPLIER OF AMPHETAMINES IN PRISON AND 

INTERVIEW RE SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY. DETERMINE IF BENJAMIN 0. GOODIN 

TAKING DRUGS AND CONSIDER POSSIBILITY GOODWIN MAY HAVE ASSISTED RAY. 

DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS (FNU) "PUNCHY" MILLER AND INTERVIEW CONCERNING 

RAY. LEADS CONCERNING HAROLD SCHAEFER AND NEIL ABBY PREVIOUSLY SET 

FORTH.
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI MEMPHIS

637 PM. URGENT 4/30/68 TSJ

TO ATLANTA

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) IP

MURKIN; CR; 00; ME.

CAPTAIN R.L. WILLIAMS , HOMICIDE DIVISION, 

MEMPHIS PD, ADVISED THAT AT FIVE THIRTY PM. COST, 

THIS DATE. HE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM MPS. LUCAS 

E. BIRT, THREE TWO FIVE KAREN n^iVF, ALPHARETTA, 

GEORGIA, NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FIVE-SEVRM PO"? TWO 

EIGHT, IMOHIRINg ABOUT REWARD I” CONNECTION WITH 

CAPTIONED MATTER.

■ WILLIAM STATED THAT ACCORDING TO BIPT, SHE 

HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED BY PUNGENT RE THIS MATTER I” 

RECENT PAST 3UT WAS ONABLE TO FURNISH AGENT FULL 

DETAILS OF INFO IN "ER POSSESSION DUE TO COMPAMV

BEP'S °3FSrMT AT UFP RESIDENCE AT TI"'r OF CONTACT

DESIRED TO BE RECONTACTED ^Y FBI IM

nporp

OF RAY

A"D, THEREFORE,

WIT t T c .is

ATLANTA A T ALPHARETTA

-FILED.AR*ED AND DANGEROUS

END

I MT ER VI EH . LUCA S
SEARCHED
SERIALIZED....

APR *01968 
FBI-.ATLANTA
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FBI ATLANTA

7*04 PM 'JRGENT 4/
^68 LBN

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS CITY,

A”D SPRINGFIELD

FROM ATLANTA (44-23*6)

MUR KI N

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION APRIL THIRTY INSTANT,

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AMONG HIPPIE ELEMENT, ATLANTA, 

THIS PHASE ALSO INVOLVED WITH INDIVIDUALS FAMILIAR WITH M4RC0TIC 

AND DRUG TRAFFIC. NOTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE OBTAINED TO DATE.

CHECK OF SAFETY DEPOSIT POXES CLOSED DURING PERTINENT 

PERIOD AT BANK IN AREA OF RESIDENCE wvycw HANDLES SAFETY DEPOSIT 

BOXES COMPLETED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

EXPANDED AIRLINES CHECKS CONTINUING, NEGATIVE TO DATE.

CHECK OF NEWSPAPER WANT ADS AMD FOLLOW IPS ON USVD C^PS 

FOR SALE CONTINUING. NEGATIVE TO DATE.

INVESTIGATION OF STOLEN CARS DURING PERTINENT PRPIOD 

CONTINUING. NO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION OBTAINED.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

BID

LLR

FBI LOS A NG

GDM

FBI BIRygHAM

DND

FBI MEMPHIS
44-2.38^ ''('>06

FBI WASH DC

DJ3

FBI KAM CITY

DJK

FBI SPRNGLLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ATLANTA

*•21 PM URGENT 4/30/67 LBM

TO DIRECTOR, WFO, "EWPHIS

FROM ATLANTA (44-2376)

M,JRKI n

RE UFO TEL APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST.

SPECK DELTA AIRLINES RECORDS REGARDING ’"OR"’ PR NOR^ft 

PERRY nM DELTA FLIGHT ONE ZERO SIX OF APRIL SIX LAST REFLECTS 

TUIS PASSENGER looked RY ?AM AMERICAN AIRLI^G. THEIR ROOFING 

° & R NUMBER PP FO1IR six two TWO TR'?^ RIG’-'T too.

ypn uamdlE.

YR’^J AND DA^GFROHS.

E^D '

DGB

FBI MEMPHIS 

gru

F3I '.'.'ASM DC*

<4-238 6^X5^7
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AVAILABLE, THEY PUSHED THIS VEHICLE OUT or THE PAWN'3 LOT AND 

THEREAFTER LOCKED DOORS AMD AT NO TIMF WAS THIS VEHICLE CLEANED 

INSIDE OR WASHED OM THE OUTSIDE. THEY WERE IF-’ARLF TO STATE IE 

THIS VEHICLE WAD DEEN noTNIRED. INSTANT VFHICLr Rrvap’ED AT • '

HERTZ RENT A CAR, PIR^IMGHAM “TH CI PAL AIRPORT, ’’UTIL APR. T’-’O 

Six, LAST, AT WHICH TIKE AN TUITION KFY WAS OBTAINED hop VEHICLE 

AND THEREAFTER CAR RETURNED TO HERTZ RENT A CA°, ATLANTA, GA., 

HAVING DEEN DRIVEN DY JESSIE SOLANO", RO"TF OPE, RTVrRDALr, GA.., 

NILEAGE OUT FIVE HUNDRED T~N. .

INTERVIEWS WITH HERTZ E^LOYEES DISCLOSED TEAT NO dEPSOMNtl 

jc e^LOYED DURING THE HOURS ELEVEN P.M. THRonqu gjv a.N., aMD 

"0 INDIVIDUALS OBSERVED INSTANT VEHIOLr ARRIVE AT AIRPORT.

H ATLANTA WILL r^TDIATELY LOCATE ^”D INTERVIEW SALLY '-’ILLIS, 

SRAV ADVERTISING, INC., A”D DETFP'‘I'1F FRO*-' HE’ IF SHF PFPSPMALLY 

HE*OVFD IGNITIS" KEVS FRON VEHICLE WEM SVE RFT””-1»'o oAP TO 

ATLANTA AIRPORT WHERE- VEHICLE WAS FORKED. ASCEPTMM NHE’E SHE

L'°T LEFT CAR.

DETERMINE FRON HERTZ FULL ’^PTTCULARS COMCERNING PREVIOUS

RENTAL AND SPECIFICALLV "ILEASE AT TIVF VEHICLE THP‘’rn jv ^mo

E^D PAG TWO
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da G* TWR Er

IF THEV cam RECALL p°AT HAPPEMPR T* PIE IGNITION KrYS. DPTFPVIME 

FRO* UERTZ AFTER VTVICLE VAS RETURNED if IGNITION war UOTWIRED.

WILL INTERVIEW JESSIE SOLANO*1, ROUTS OWE, RIVERDALE, GA., 

COMC£RMTMG MIS TRANSPORTING INSTANT VEuICLE RACK TO ATLANTA, AND 

IF HE MOTED ANY CORRESPONDENCE OR PERSONAL EFFECTS THEREIN.

RE FLIGHTS FROM BIRMINGHAM BETWEEN ELEVEN P.M., APR. SEVEN, 

LAST, AND SIX NINETEEN A.M., APR. EIGHT, LAST. '

DELTA AIRLINES HAS FOUR FLIGHTS: NO. FIVE FIVE, WHICH LEAVES 

ELEVEN FIVE FIVE P.M., GOING TO MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY; NO.

ONE FIVE ONE, WHICH LEAVES AT SIX NINETEEN A.M., GOING TO JACKSON, 

MISS. AND DALLAS; FLIGHT FIVE FOUR, WHICH LEAVES AT THREE 

FORTY A.M., GOING TO ATLANTA; AND FLIGHT EIGHT ONE EIGHT, WHICH 

LEAVES ONE FORTY FIVE A.M., SOIN* th ATLANTA. ONLY OTHER 

FLIGHT LEAVING BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT BETWEEN THESE HOUR* IS PASTERN 

FLIGHT STY Six TWO, WHICH LEAVES AT TWELVE TERO ONT A.M.,, GOING TO 

ATLANTA, AND EASTERN Six THREE FIVE, W,JICH LEAVE* at FOUR ZERO STVFM 

A.*, GOING Tn PENSACOLA AMD MOBILE. SEVEN °ERSONS HOARDED PASTERN 

FLIGHT Six Six TWO AT BIRMINGHAM, AMp FO”R rOa^DED taSTt°n 

FLIGHT SIv THREE FIVE. PANTS OF THREE DAC?er*jDrne art K^’T ™ 

END ?a gf TUR PR
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PAGE FIVE

CLJnntH3UAM AMD POWERS, ALL FM”.

HOARDING FLIGUT FIVE FOUR "^RE PASSENGERS n^H^L, 

JOHNSON, WESSLEY, JAVID; CREW C^T. DAGGETT, CO-PTLOT ^"DK, 

STEWARDESSES REYNOLDS AND WATSON. all rMU.

3DARDIMG FLIGHT FIGHT 0ME ^TGHT WrPE PASSENGERS SAMDERS, 

NEILON, tmo^PfoN (A ntlITARv PFRSONnfj ); CPPH CA°T, FO^TF”, 

CO-PILOT HAAS, ENGINEER COUGHLAN, STEWARDESSES PAYNE, LONG, 

BERKEY CMD J"FFT, ALL F*”\. . . .

KANSAS CITV ATTEST TO IDENTIFY PagsevgER SLATTERY AND 

INTERVIEW TO ASCERTAIN IF IDENTICAL TO RAY OR T "ELLON PASSENGER

MEMPHIS ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY NF^PHIS PASSENGERS ON FLIGHT 

FIVE FIVE, AND CONDUCT SIMILAR INVESTIGATION.

' ATLANTA IDENTIFY PASSENGERS LISTrD ABOVE GOP’0 TO ATLANTA, 

ON FLIGHTS FIVE FOUR AMR FIGHT OME EIGHT.

JACKSOM CONDUCT SIMILAR INVESTIGATION CONCERNING PASSENGER 

WEAVER ON FLIGUT ONE FIVE OMF.

SOW
L3N

731 ATLANTA
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FBI CHICAGO

A

oJSSM ’IWOT 4/30/5

TO MECTOB (44 ME^HIS (44-19E7) IM (44-551)

ST (44-775) IMSMZT (4A-17 40) A 4-9305 )

amo ’ns a (44-1574)

'■'PM
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P?iGE TWO > • •

FILM COMPANIES SUPPLIED. LEADS SET OUT BY SEPARATE* TEL TO SEARCH 

WARRANTY SLIPS EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER, NEW MORK, FOR ABOVE 

PROJECTOR A”D SUPER EIGHT KODAK CAMERA ORDERED A"D PREFERRED RY SUBJECT 

LEADS ALSO SET TO DETERMINE WHETHER OP NOT FEASIBLE SEARCH CAW PF MADE 

FOR SUPER EIGHT CAMERAS PURCHASED FROM NOVEMBER TEN, SIXTY 

SEVEN TO *ARCU, SEVENTEEN ’.''ST IN LOS ANGELES 

AREA A”D, IF POSSIBLE, SEARCH THESE PURCHASES AGAINST SUBJECT'S 

TRUE MAME AND ALIASES.

•RE LOOK ALIKE AMERICUS GEORGIA. PURE OIL COMPANY RECORDS 

SEARCHED EXTENSIVELY THIS DATE LOCATING CREDIT SLIPS FOP JONES 

GAS STATIOM CUSTOMERS APRIL SIXTEEN LAST. REVIEW DID NOT INDICATE 

ANy PURCHASES made on TEMPORARY CARD. IDENTITY OF CUSTOMERS 

POP APRIL SIYTEEN LAST BING FURNISHED AMSD.

Pe POST OFFICr RECORDS FOP ’FIFTYFIVE ARREST OF SUBJECT. 

REVIEW POSTAL INSPECTOR'S OFFICE LOCATED DETAILS OF BHocLAPY 

KELLERVILLE, ILLINOIS, P.O., MARC^ SEVEN, FIFTYFIVE AND APREST OF 

WALTER TERRY RIFE AND SUBJECT MARCH TWEmTYTMREE, FIFTYFIVE. .

No BACKGROUND INFO, ETC., NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOWN, 

END PAGE TWO . •
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PAGE THREE CG 44-1

RE LOUIS LOMAX. LOUIS O’SHEA, ISP, JOLIET, ILLINOIS, ADVISED

FROM REVIEW OF RECORDS THERE WOULD PE NO POSSIBILITY THAT SUBJECT

AND LOMAx MET IN JOLIET PE*’ SINCE RAM WAS IN DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

DUPING TWENTYEDUR D*Y STAY THERE AND LOMAX WAS IM VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

DURING NINETEEN FIFTYTHO. UNTIL PAROLE ON SEPTEMBER TWEOTYEIGHTH

NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR. ALSO. LOMAX SPEmT ALL TIVE AT JOLIET AND WAS

NEVER IN ISP, PONTIAC, ILLINOIS. LOMAX, ISP number TWO nine THR

ZERO FIVE WAS RELEASED FROM PAROLE MAY mime FIFTYSIX. TIME SERVED

WAS FOR TWO CONCURRENT SENTENCES OF LARCENY. LO^AX DESCRIBED AS

NEGRO HALE OOP GEORGIA, FIVE FEET NINE

INCHES ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, SLENDER BUILD, KINKY HAIR, DARK

MAROON EYES, WIFE DOLORES, CHICAGO PD NUMBER D SEVEN TWO SIX THREE

xERO. ABOVE INFO OBTAINED FROM RECORD CARD I” CCO TSP JOLIET, COMPLETE •

JACKET IN STORAGE. IF LOS ANGELES DESIRES FURTHER IMFO, ADVISE,

RE MAILING- LIST WILSHIRE ROOK COMPANY R.L. RAY AND ROBERT S

RAY* DOTH CHICAGO, ELIMINATES AS SUBJECT

CHICAGO CONTINUING EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION RE INDIVIDUALS KM0W

TO HAVE MADE THREATS AGAINST KING AG POSSIBLE GO-CONSPIRATORS

BUREAU PEINS ADVISED BY SEPARATE TELS

EMD PAGE THREE
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OPTION A. K>lM NO. 10
MAY 1001 JDITION
OU QIN. IIO NO. >7

$010-10*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 5/1/68

from SA CHARLES S. HARDING

SUBJECT: MURKIN

JAMES H. VAUGHN, 3376 BrookVille Lane, Decatur, 
Ga,, telephone 284-7207, telephonically coatacted writer 
at 7:00 PM, 4/30/68, He stated that on 4/29/68, he was in 
a bar called Dennis Cafe, located on the corner of Evans Street 
and Murphy Avenue, S.W., Atlanta, near Fort McPherson. He stated 
between 3:40 and 4:50 P.M, on this date, a nan was in the cafe 
wearing a suede jacket, t-shirt, workman's pants with "George" 
on then, and new loafers. He described this nan as having 
sandy hair, nediun build, 5’ 10" - 11", and although he was 
not fat, had a "beer belly." He stated he talked to this nan 
who advised he worked on the third shift at the airport terninal 
on naintenance. He stated he never saw the nan in the bar before 
and added that the nan sonewhat xesenbled the photos he has seen 
of JAMES EARL RAY. He further stated he suspected the man because 
he pronounced the word "maintenance" incorrectly.

J^

Contact VAUGHN and exhibit photos of JAMES EARL RAY 
and conduct appropriate invest^ation at Dmnis Cafe.

CSH:lcc
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aw, Mum (44-S3M) oa/«

SA CMABLBS B. MADIK

■mum

Xavaatlgatlaa has ladlaatad that may at the ri 
haaaaa la th* IMh - 14th Street area an eased by tha & 
haalty Co,, la At lasts.

IMAP

Coataet tha Girard haalty Co. tad oeadaot appropriate 
lmatl**tloa eeaeeralM JAMB BAIL MT.

CMtlce
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OPTIONAL »O»m no. 10
MAY 1002 IMTIOM 
OlA C«N HO. NO. IP

9010-100

TO :

FROM :

SUBJECT.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-1836) (P)

SA JAMES J. ROSE

DATE: 5/1/68

MURKIN 
CR

At approximately 1:37 p.m. on 5/1/68 ar appropriate 
pretext telephone call was made to DORA MAC DONALD, former 
personal secretary to Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING,/JR. MAC DONALD 
was contacted at SCLC Headquarters, Atlanta,/and advised that 
there is no reward being sponsored by the SCLC organization 
for the capture or information leading to the capture for 
the assassin of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. MAC DONALD also 
staged that she has conferred with officials of the NAACP 
and to her knowledge there was no reward being made by that 
organization for Dr. KING’S assassin.

The above information was furnished to Mr. HITT 
who in turn telephonically relayed the above information to 
Mr. BOB JENSEN, SAC, Memphis.

44"23rC -/5ao
3- Atlanta
JJR:cj
(3) /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



a sharps states mas omerved a picture OF JAMES 

airman from the first photo published of eric r 

BID PAGE TWO ^/U. • •V^ ••' .- ? ^^ -^ '

MO Uf-lOWt /••* - ., . ' ■'. ; .' \ : ■ . . - '

ifelS^^^
ORLEANS, BUT DID MOT WANT THE FLIGHT BY WAY OF ATLANTA, SHARPE 

WALKED TOWARD THEMAM SPEAKING TO HIM, THINKING HE WAS DARDEN, 

AND ASKED "WHAT AXE YOU DOING IN CHICAGO*. THE MAN DID NOT 

RESPOND AND HAD A BLANK LOOK. WHEREUPON SHARPE REALIZED THIS 

KAN NOT DARDEN.: HE THEN REALIZED THE MAN WAS SHORTER IN HEIGHT 

THAN DARDEN, SHARPE APOLOGISED mxm li THOUGHT NAN VAS 

SOMEONE HE KNEW. ME APVISED THIS FEMON REMAINED AT THE SEAT 

RESERVATION COUNTER AND SEEMED TO HAVE A •HASSLE*’ WITH ONE OF 

THE TWO MEN AT THAT COUNTER. ME GATHERED IT CONCERNED THE HAN’S 

TRAVEL TO NEW ORLEANS, AB SHARPE HAD TO WAIT UNTIL EVENING FOR 

laS PLMfK TO NEW ORLEANS. ME NOTED SOKE THIRTY MINUTES LATER 

THAT THE MAN WAS TALKING TO THE SAME SEAT RESERVATION AGENT, 

at ASSUMED THE MAST BAD SEEM THERE ALL THIS TIME.

‘ SHARPE DID NOT SEE THIS KAN AGAIN AND DOSS NOT KNOW / 

WHETHER THE MAN WAS CM HIS DELTA FLIGHT TO NEW ORLEANS WHICH
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FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL K>Bm HO. 10
MAY t«03 fOlTiON
OSA GIN ttG HO. >0

90*0-100

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) date: 4/30/68

SUPERVISOR CHARLES S. HARDING

MURKIN

At 2:32 P.M., 4/30/68, JACK NELSON, Head of the
Southeaster* Bureau of the "Los Angelas Tines" called 
fron Washington, D. C., and stated he was in Washington 
reporting on the Poor Peoples March.

NELSON stated be had sone information that Sheriff 
BAILEY of Birmingham was in possession of information in 
instant cnse which would indicate a possible conspiracy and 
asked for my comments, at which time I advised him I had 
none. NELSON then stated he heard that a map was found in 
the rooming house in Birmingham which had possible Indications 
that RAY was following KING and that he felt Sheriff BAILEY 
would be able to help him (MELSON) on this. He did not ask 
for my comment on this and none was made. He stated he was 
attempting to get in touch with Sheriff BAILEY to talk with 
him further about this matter.

NELSON then asked me if I had any additional
Information which could be released concerning RAY, at which 
time I advised him there was nothing additional since the 
last release from the Attorney General.
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3010-107-4OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1M2 EDITION
OSA CEN. REG. NO. 17

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (hh-2386) date: h/30/68

from : sa jack M. v ’3R’sCK

subject; murkin

Re Super. HARMING nemo L/25/68 (s-120h)

Or. h/30/68 AT 1879- R prob, advised that although it was mentioned in 
informal discussion at Klan meetings that the individual members would like to 
see MARTIN WIFiiR KING,JR. killed, he never heard of any "bounty” or ’’contract” 
mentioned for his assassination. He said that at various times it would be 
suggested that they take up money to have him killed but he never saw any money 
donated and no fund war ever started.

Most of the above discussion took place over 1^ year ago when the Klavjfern 65 
was still meetin at Shannon, Ga. and there had been no such discussion si/ce moving 
to there present meeting place. /

1
2-Atlanta

QJhh-2386
1-170-1911 g4-2b... -. -/^

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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AT 44-2386
JPA:lcs
1. '

The following investigation was conducted by SA's 
JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS and THOMAS R. HENRY,. JR., at Atlanta, 
Georgia, on April 16, 1968: * ■ '

ROSS BULLAM owner of Bullard's Lockmaster and Safe
Company, 961 Peachtree Street, NE,. Atlanta, Georgia, advised 
that he received a telegram on April 15, 1968, from one ROBERT 
WA in Miami, Florida. .The telegram addressed to Mr. BULLARD 
re as follows:

"MR. BULLARD SOME UNPREDICTED CIRCUMSTANCES 
HAVE COME UP THAT MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO SOME 
TO ATLANTA. POSSIBLY AT SOME LATER DATE IF A 
POSITION AT YOUR SHOP IS OPEN, I WILL BE ABLE TO 
ACCEPT EMPLOYMENT AT THIS TIME. RESPECTFULLY 
YOURS= ' ^ " ‘ •• '. '

ROBERT WAGAR."

Mr. BULLARD stated he does not recall any person by 
the name of ROBERT WAGAR, but he stated he has been running an 
ad In ’’The Atlanta Journal and Constitution” off and on for 
some period of time looking for help in the locksmithing 
business. He stated he.has no personal recollection of 
talking to or having interviewed ROBERT WAGAR.

Mr. BULLARD stated when he does get an 
he forwards it to Locksmith Ledger, Inc., Little 
for a clearance. Mr. BULLARD seemed to be under

application. 
Falls, New Jersey 
the impression

when he got a reply from Locksmith Ledger, Inc., it was the 
equivalent of an "FBI clearance." Mr. BULLARD stated he is very 
cautious in hiring new personnel without some kind of *learano 
check. He made the comment, "There are a lot of crooks in this 
business."

\
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AT 44-2386
JPA:lcs

■ 2

Mr. BULLARD stated that his senior employee, MILT 
HOLLAND, who operates the second Bullard's Locksmith Shop on 
5280 Buford Highway, might-have further Information.

Mr. MILT HOLLAND stated that he does not remember the 
name ROBERT WAGAR, but. does recall a telephone call being 
received by Mr. BULLARD/from Miami, Florida, in response to a 
newspaper ad looking fot help at BULLARD's Locksmith Shop. 
HOLLAND stated his recollection was. to the effect that the caller 
had never been to Atlanta to talk about employment, but stated 
he was Just answering the ad and expected to be in the Atlanta 
area and would come Ln for an interview.-: HOLLAND stated 
he has no recollection of anyone coming from Miami for an 
interview and presumed the feleg^anfwould be from -the person 
who called sometime the last wm of March.. _ ■ ;

Mrs. RACHEL PINS0N, wife of owner of Downs Safe and 
Lock Company, 81 11th Street, NE, Atlanta, Georgia, advised the 
only applicant for employment 'in recent times was a man personally 
known to her as having had experience with the Mosier Safe and 
Lock Company. She viewed the photograph of the looka-llke of the 
suspect and stated Lt did not resemble any person she is acquainted 
with. ' ' J . ' -.

, On the same date, CHARLES A. HOLCOMB, operator of 
.Atlanta Safe and Lock Company, 3100 Peachtree Road, NE, Atlanta, 
Georgia, stated that the only applicant for employment in recent 
times has been a Negro., HOLCOMB viewed the photograph of the 
look-a-like and stated It did not resemble any person he is 
acquainted with. .
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AT 44-2386
JPA:103 
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOSEPH 
PATRICK AYERS on April 16, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgia:

A review of the daily newspapers of Atlanta for April 14
15, and 16, 1968, under the Classified Want Ads Section determined 
the only want ads for- bartenders appeared in "The- Atlanta Constitu­
tion*' on April 16, 1968. The ads were as follows: .

BARTENDER - (White) Trainee 21 or over. Apply in
Person; Capitol City Country Club, 53 W. Brookhaven Dr.

BARTENDER - Experienced. Apply Bob's Hideaway, 
College Park. 761-9398.
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H/29/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, HOUSTON (HM-1S09)

RE; MURKIN

Re New Orleans tel U/26/68; try tel W/26/68 and 
telephone call to New Orleans today.

Telephone company records, Houston, list exact 
tine of phone call 12/17/67 to phone number 318 H77-0616, 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, 7:M9 PH,

3 - Bureau
1 - Memphis (info)
1 - New Orleans (info) 
J - Les Angeles (info) 
1 - Atlanta (info)
1 - Birmingham (info)
1 - Houston

WTW: nee
(8)
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FEDERAL-BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

MEMPHIS
TITLE OF CASE 

CHANGED 
WTEarl RAY, aka 
Eric Starve Galt, 
W. C. Herron, 
Harvey Lowmyer, 
Jam^s McBride, 
J a an as O'Conner, 
Janes Walton,

MEMPHIS 4/30/68
MFORT MADE BY

4/4=30/68

SA JOE C. HESTER
CHARACTER OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY;
IJFAC - ROBBERY

TYPBDBY

James Walyon, 
John Willard, 
Jim - FUGITIVE 
10 # 4182, 
WF # 442-A;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Title marked changed to reflect the subject's true
name of JAMES EARL RAY and to reflect additional aliases of the 
subject.

REFERENCE

Report of SA JOE C. HESTER dated 4/17/68 at Memphis.

-P-

ENCLOSURES

TO CHICAGO AND KANSAS CITY;

One copy of referenced report.

APPROVED

COPIES MADE:

^.SBBCiAL agent
/ CC< IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

5-BuiRau?4/-38861
/^-Atlanta ^4-2386

-Birmingham (44-1(44-1740)
3-Chicago (Enc. 1)(44-1114)

Oi-2386-|/$-^Y
1-Jackson
3-Kansas City (44-760)(Enc. 1)
3-Los Angeles (44-1574)
3-Mobile (157-2627)
3-New Orleans
3-St. Louis (44 -775)
3-Springfield
5MempTris~C44^I987)--------------------

PROPERTY OF FBI.—'This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned.
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ME 44-1987

ADMINISTRATIVE
On April 19, 1968, the Washington Field Office 

initiated a check of files of the Passport Office, United 
States Department of State, concerning JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifiable with RAY was located. A further 
check is underway at the Washington National Record Center 
at Suitland, Maryland, in retired passport files.

In order to cover the possibility that subject 
RAY may have recently been issued a passport and the 
record thereof had not been received in Washington,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOKEN, Passport Office, sent a teletype message 
to all passport agencies. The Passport Office in 
Honolulu was checked telephonically with negative results. 
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBERT D. JOHNSON, Acting Director, 
Passport Office, telephonically advised SA KENNETH HASER 
that all passport agencies had teletyped Washington that 
their records are negative concerning RAY.

Mr. JOHNSON further advised that he had issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Officer of the Passport 
Office was alerted concerning RAY and instructions were 
made to all passport agencies to refer immediately to the 
nearest FBI office any information concerning RAY and his 
intended travel.

B
COVER PAGE
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ME 44-1987

The period of this report precedes the last period date 
of the last report, as this report contains investigation which 
for reasons of brevity were not included in the last 
report.

Leads for other offices continue to be set out 
by more expeditious means than by report, and it would 
serve no purpose to list such leads in this report.

It should be noted that in the interviews 
with persons who were at Jinn’s Grill, 418 South Main 
Street, on the night of 4/4/68 at about the time of the 
murder, they report seeing a white Mustang parked almost 
in front of Jim's Grill. The owner of this Mustang has 
not been located and has not voluntarily come forth. 
It is not believed that this Mustang is pertinent to this 
investigation and should not be confused with the Mustang 
that was parked just south of Canipt Amusement Company, 
424 South Main Street, in which car it is believed the 
subject fled from the scene. The crime scene diagram 
on page 4 of referenced Memphis report indicates the 
positions, or what is believed to be the approximate 
positions, of the two white Mustangs as mentioned above.

INFORMANTS

All offices have been requested to maintain 
contact in this matter with criminal, security, and 
racial informants.

The Memphis Office has maintained contact with 
informants, none of whom have been able t© furnish any 
positive information regarding the subject or his 
whereabouts.

LEAD

MEMPHIS

ATJMEMPHXS, JTE^L

Will continue efforts to locate the subject.

r*
COVER PAGE
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ru-ra (Mv. w-ov)

UNITED DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of SA JOE C. HESTER
Date: April 30, 1968

Field Office File No.: ME 44— 1987

Office: Memphis

Bureau File No.: 44—38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KINS, JR. - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY’: 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis: Photographs of subject RAY exhibited to persons at rooming 
house, 422£ South Main Street, Memphis; to persons at 
Rebel Motel, Memphis, and to clerk at Oliver Rexall Drug 
Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee, without effecting a positive 
identification. Salesman at York Arms, Memphis, who 
sold binoculars indicated he could not positively identify 
1968 photograph of JAMES EASX RAY as binocular purchaser 
but believes that photograph is Identical with purchaser. 
Additional interviews with occupants of Lorraine Motel 
set out, including interviews with Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
and Mrs. LUCRETIA B. WARD, who describe activities immediately 
prior to murder. Persons who were at Jim’s Grill, 418 
South Main Street, Memphis, on 4/4/68 interviewed. Infor­
mation regarding emergency room treatment of victim KING 
set forth. Information regarding Alabama driver’s license 
and automobile registration in the name of ERIC STARVO 
GALT set forth. Former manager, Continental Dance Studio, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, located and unable to recall that 
subject attended this school in New Orleans. Laboratory 
findings set forth regarding evidence located at Memphis. 
Latent fingerprints found on the Remington Model 760 rifle, 
on the telescopic sight, on the binoculars, on the newspaper, 
on the after-shave lotion bottle, and on the Schlitz beer 
can have all been identified with th® fingerprints of the 
subject. HARRY SERO, former jailmate at Missouri State 
Penitentiary, interviewed. Additional persons who resided 
Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
located and interviewed, with negative results. Memphis 
City Engineer measured distance from where shot fired to 
where victim struck as 207 feet. IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR 
WHICH SUBJECT BEING SOUGHT. HE SHGtOT'BFT^irSIEEKKrJRHEir- 
AND DANGEROUS.------------------------------------------------— ............ ...........

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed oUtside your agency.
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