
ON APRIL TWENTY SIX NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT SA PHIL RODRIGUEZ, OSI 

ADVISED HIS COMMANDIMG OFFICER AT SHREVEPORT HAD RECEIVED A CLASSIFIED 

MESSAGE FROM PARENTS OF RITA REHKOPF INQUIRING AS TO WHETHER 

OP POT THEIR DAUGHTER WAS IK PROTECTIVE CUSTODY OF THE FBI. 

RODRIGUEZ STATED THAT REHKOPF WAS TO MEET HER PARENTS NOW IN THAILAND 

IP CALIFORNIA UPON THEIR RETURN FROM OVERSEAS BUT HAD ADVISED 

HER PARENTS SHE COULD HOT MEET TH^ UNTIL "AFTER THE TRIAL” 

REFERRING TO THE TRIAL OF RAY AND THAT SHE WAS FLYING TO 

FLORIDA, REASON HOT INDICATED. RODRIGUEZ WAS ADVISED THAT 

REHKOPF INTERVIEWED PY AGENTS OF THIS OFFICE IN CONNECTION 

WITH FUGITIVE INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED INSTANT FATTER 

ALONG WITH NUMEROUS OTHER STEWARDESSES AND CREWMEN OF DELTA 

AIRLINES AND THAT SHE WAS NOT IN PROTECTIVE CUSTODY OF FBI 

AND THAT THIS OFFICE HAD NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE REHKOPF 

WOULD PE INVOLVED. IN ANY TRIAL.

REHKOPF TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED NEW ORLEANS OFFICE IN­

INSTANT DATE SHE WAS EMOTIONALLY UPSET, NEEDED COMPANIONSHIP 

AND HAD TELEPHONICALLY CONTACT AN AUNT IN OKLAHOMA WHO SHE 

END PAGE NINE ■
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NO 157-10673

FEELS WILL FLY TO NEW ORLEANS INSTANT DATE TO ASSIST HER IN

THE ABSENCE OF HER PARENTS. .

IDENTIFICATION RECORD CONCERNING CHARLES STEIN

AND MARIE MARTIN, AKA MYRIAL TOMASO. ,

CHECK OF BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, KOPD, DISCLOSES

ARREST HISTORY OF CHARLES STEIN, FBI NUMBER FIGHT

EIGHT ONE FIVE THREE FOUR 3. ARREST HISTORY DISCLOSES

STEIN ARRESTED NOPD INITIALLY IN FIFTyTKREE AND LAST

ARRESTED T'.'O SIXTEEN SIXTYTHREE. ARRESTS INVOLVE NO HONEST 

VISIBLE MEANS OF SUPPOR, CAMELING, POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS, 

STOLEN PROPERTY, PANDERING, SOLICITING FOR PROSTITUTION, 

POSSESSION OF BARBITUATES. ■

IDENTIFICATION RECORD NOPD, DISCLOSES ARREST

HISTORY OF WRI AL TOMASO, FBI NUMBER ONE ONE ZERO NINE

ONE THREE C WITH FIRST ARREST NINETEEN F1FTYFIVE LAST

ARREST NINETEEN SIXTyT’/O. ARRESTS INVOLVE VAGRANCY, INVESTI­
GATION OF NARCOTICS, AUTO THEFT, DRUNK, RESISTING ARREST, 

POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS, CREATING NUISANCE AND RO VISIBLE 

MEANS OF SUPPORT.

END PAGE TEN
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IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FORWARD TO

LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS AND NEW ORLEANS COPIES OF IDENTIFICATION 

RECORDS OF MYRIAL TOMASO AND CHARLES STEP! AS IDENTIFIED ABOV 

HOUSTON - HOUSTON DETERMINE EXACT TIME OF CALL

FROM INSTANT PHONE BOOTH ON EVENING OF DECEMBER SEVENTEEN 

LAST.

AIRMAIL COPY BEING SENT MEMPHIS, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MM 44-1854

LAIL further advised that FRED MILLER, "a cut and 
dried con," who worked in the tag plant of the prison, was 
one of the leaders and knew RAT well and he night be able 
to furnish infornation about bin if he would talk to the 
FBI.

LAIL related that WHITEY DOWDA also knew RAT 
pretty well and would kndw nore about bin than he did 
since they both worked in the kitchen together for quite 
a while. He said WHITEY had been living in Merietta, 
.Georgia, and he recently heard that WHITEY is now in 
jail in Merietta on a robbery charge.

LAIL stated there had been trouble with sone of 
the Negro prisoners in the, Missouri State Penitentiary 
who were Black Muslins so sone of the prisoners decided, 
to teach then a lesson and thrfe or four of the Negro leaders 

- were killed. LAIL stated he did not know if RAT was in 
on the actual killing, but he was close with the ones 
that did it and therefore could have been in on the 
killing or at least he knew who did kill the Negroes.

LAIL would not sake any further statenants 
about the killing of the Negroes in the Missouri State 
Penitentiary and he stated he could not furnish any nanes 
or identities but he did say there were ten inmates who 
were in on the killing of the Negroes.

LAIL said he could not recall RAT saying too 
such about Negroes and he does not believe fron his con­
versations with RAT that be, RAT, was a racist, however, 
all of the inmates in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
did not like the Negroes because of tbdkr belligerent 
attitude and animosity toward the white inmates.

LAIL stated RAT liked to wear his hair short 
in the summer months and long in the winter. He said 
RAT used to have a "butch" Cut in the summer months.
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LAIL stated fron his association with BAT that 
he felt BAT would have a .45 automatic "stashed" on 

i Ms person somewhere and he would not give up or be taken 
without a fight. LAIL said BAT is a "killer" in his opinion 

- and that BAY would not by easy to catch or find. ^AXL
I said BAT is "a city boy" and be does not figure bin to

be hiding out in the country. However, LAIL stated he 
would not figure BAT would hide out in a really big 

■ city like Mew York, but would pick one about the sine 
of Houston, Texas.

I LAIL said he could not recall BAY telling bin
or sectioning any place in particular he, BAY, always 
wanted to go to or visit, but he felt BAY would be in a 

' warn climate rather than a cold one.

LAIL stated he had not Men contacted or beard 
fron BAY since he got out of the Missouri State Penitentiary 
over two years ago and to the best of his knowledge BAY 
would not know where or how to contact bin.

LAIL advised he had visited WHITBY DOWDA in March, 
1068, in IHITXY's hone in Marietta, Georgia, for a few days. 
Me said that WHITBY is bis best friend.

LAIL continued by saying he recognised the name 
of 8CHAFFBB and he thinks SCHAFFBB was a captain in the 
prison guard force, but be did not know bln and/or if 
SCHAFFBB peddled dope in the pen.

LAIL stated bo felt that there was a possiMLity 
BAY'S escape was engineered by and assisted by outside help 
but bo did not have any knowledge about it. Also bo 
stated Just about anything is possible with outside help 
and nonoy, however, escape fron the Missouri State Penitentiary 
is sonething else and is Jest about inpossible in his opinion.
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___ LAIL stated he did sot feel badly about MARTIN 
LUTHER UNG getting killed, but he was sorry it happened 
is Memphis, Tennessee, and he would have rather se^ 
UNG killed in sone Northern city. LAIL said he is a ■ 
Southerner and his feelings are Southern.

LAIL stated that he is of course interested 
in the reward noney and he could certainly use it. 
However, he said he really does not know if he would 
turn RAT in or not forthe reward noney if he had the 
oppoxft unity. LAIL stated he was certain RAT did the 
killing of KING hinself and not involved with anyone 
else. LAIL stated that he wanted to be honest with the 
FBI and he would have to think about this a couple of 
days as to whether or not he would or would not turn 
RAT in if he knew his possible or current whereabouts.

LAIL stated he really does not know where RAT 
is and he said that RAT had not contacted hin and he 
had not seen RAT for over two years.

LAIL continued by saying he was a little 
surprised when he learned fron the newspaper and tele­
vision that RAT had been identified as KING'S killer 
because he always figured RAT as being a guy that would 
be too smart to leave any clues or evidence around so that 
the police or the FBI would be able to trace and/or 
identify him.

LAIL exudwi the photographs of RAT and said 
he would never recognize him with the tuxedo and bow tie 
outfit on and further he said he never saw RAT with his 
hair long as it is either. However, he said the guy with 
the bow tie and tuxedo on is RAT.
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LAIL said after thinking it over that he is
very interested in the sonsy and if he thinks of anything 
or comss op with anything concerning RAY, he will contact 
either Special Agent PATRICK A, PHILBIN or ROBERT V. WISEMAN.

LAIL is a white sale, born Marion,
North Carolina, 175 pounds, bine eyes, red hair, neditor 
slender beild, 6* 3”, wife BETTY, and resides 34 Barbados 
Drive, Pain Springs, Florida.
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FD-350 (Re*- 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

By MARGARET HURST
The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. may be 

part of a conspiracy in this country to defeat the civil rights 
movement by killing off its leaders, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
said Wednesday. ’ “

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

"The grave concern on my “certain1v hope it’would not be 
part is the fact that there may | a ure Lily-white march." 
be a conspiracy in this country 
to actually defeat our move-
ment—defeat the thrust —by 
picking off cur leaders one by 
one or three by three as the 
case may be,” Dr. King’s suc­
cessor said at a press briefing 
on plans for the poor people's 
campaign in Washington.

The Rev. Mr. Abernathy said 
he is not as concerned about the 
‘‘person or persons who pulled 
the trigger" as he is about the 
climate "that made this killer 
feel he was on a divine mission 
or carrying out the will of a 

। majority of the peopled”

Since the poor people's march 
is already planned, he added. 
“I think it would be a waste of 
time to launch a white people's 
march. I think they should join 
us.”

The plans for the march on

town. The location of tbo^shrmty 
town" has rfht been selected, the 
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said.

AU of the caravans, including 
some 3.000 people, are expected 
to arrive in Washington before 
May 20—the day of the first non­
violent demonstration, he said.

He said cities will be expected 
to help provide transportation 
for the caravans as they move 
across the country.'Was n Hi’S t o n, the Rev. Mr. ;

1 C°m I “I a™ sure the cities will be
। pleted last w.ckend I ^,a^ t0 ^ us bscause we in.
: The campaign will begin with ; -
i a May 1 rally in Memphis 
I where Dr. King was killed. In
; Memphis, the Rev. Mr. Aber- 
' nathy said he will place a gold 
I1 star on the spot where Dr. King

He added, however. that

I
 "we’re going to do our job” and ; 
leave it up to the law enforce­
ment agencies to apprehend the 
assassin. The job, he said, will 

Ibajiwnobilize the Washington 
march m’ order to prove mat 

• "you may kill the dreamer but 
| you may not kill the dream.” 

' The Rev. Mr. Abernathy met 
I with newsmen befoi e going into 

a meeting with members of the 
board of directors of the South-

• ern Christian Leadership Con-1 
ference, the organization found-' 
cd by Dr. King.

Answering a question, the 
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said he had 
no objection to white persons I 
marching on Washington as pro­
posed recently by Whitney 
Young of the National Urban 
League.

He said, however,, that he is 
agnmsC'separatism and would

fell and then wilt lead a mas­
sive memorial service. The fol­
lowing day the Memphis group 
will march for two days to 
Marks, Miss.
_ Marks, a town “in the poorest 
county Tn the United States," 
is the place ‘‘where I saw Dr. 
King weep for the last time,”

i tend to stay only one night, but 
1 if they can t help us (with trans­

portation) we’ll just have to 
stay.”

Hosea Williams, director of 
mobilization for the campaign, 
said that if the country has not 
responded to the demands of the 

| poor people by May 30 that the 
Rev. Mr. Abernathy will put 
out a national call to ’‘all people 
of good will” to join the .protest.

He said the demonstration at 
that point “may or may not” 
be called civil disobedience.

Page 1
The Atlanta 
Constitution 
Atlanta, Ga.

Date: 4-25-68

the Rev. Mr. Abernathy said. Dr. Abernathy said he is 
The Southern caravan, one of; meeting with representatives of 

nine, is scheduled to begin May j different ethnic groups this 
6. It will include a mule train I weekend to determine what the

Dr. Abernathy said he is

loaded with poor families and । campaign demands will be, but
a freedom train. la guaranteed income for all

The freedom train will arrive and jobs for all who are
in Washington May 13 when the | playable will be included. 
Rew ^r- Abernathy will drive I The Rev. Mr. Abernathy 
the'*firsf~nail to start a shanty- some 100 representatives of the 

poor will present an "economic 
bill of rights" to congressional 
leaders and cabinet members 
next Monday before he returns 
to launch the caravans from the 
different sections of the coun-
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r.D-36 (He*. 5-22-84) M A 1 ।

FBI |

' Date; ■ ।

Transmit the following in-------------------------------------------- ——-----------—------------ ------------------- —!
(Type in plaintext or code) * .

Via-------------------------------------- 1
(Pnonty) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 1________________

PAGE TWO.

MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO D: D. 

DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD 

BE KILLED AND SAID RAY MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE 

WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY’S 

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED 

DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL 

ABBEY’S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK 

AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM 

CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL 

located above san san francisco, California, dowda stated ray 

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA’S FATHER, 

CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT 

PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, 

DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA’S 

RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA 

PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM 

BEACH^ZFLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY 

MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDEA 

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI j
• Date: . [

Transmit the following in —--------------------------------------- —-------------------------------------------------- J 
(Typo in plaintext or code)-1

Via ----- --------------------------------  ---------------------------------------—•(Pnonty) ।
________________________________________________________________________________________ L

PAGE THREE.

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL

REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE 

OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA

PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH

AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, SIX' FOOT

EIVE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER,

ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNISH
INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT ^AIL MAY BE LOCATED

AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT.

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD OF LAII.

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTED

OFFICES. ‘

P.

END.

Approved: _______________________________ Sent M Per----------- -------- —------
Special Agent in Charge
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MAY IMS Edition

. OBA FFMR (41 CFR) W-H.«

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO /PLANT A (hh-2386) date: h-26-68

FROM 3 A JOSEPH

subject: ^trkin

Flick and
The following investigation was conducted by SA’s James Richard 

Joseph G. Shea:

SA ROGER L. KAAS telephonically advised on thid date that two men had 
rented Volkswagons at a Rent A Car Agency, Atlanta, Georgia, and that SA B. F, 
Tackitt had displayed the pictures of JAMES EARL RAY to the Rent A Car Agency 
people involved and they firmly believed that one of the individuals resem­
bled closely RAY. K.AAS stated that the individuals renting the Volkswagons 
were an East Indian named ALI DOWLATY and JOHN MICHAEL JEWUSIAK both of whom 
had California identification papers in their possession. The two men rented 
Volkswagons described as 1967 Blue, bearing *68 Ga., license 1 D 38123 and a 
1968 White, bearing 1968 Ga., license 1 D 1911U. They gave their current ad­
dress as Thunderbird Motel, 6h6 3. L Lane Highway, Marietta, Ga. JEWU3IAK was 
the man whom the car rental agency said resembled RAY.

MR. THOMAS JENKINS, Blerk, Thunderbird Motel, 6U6 So. h Lane Hwy., Mar­
ietta, Ga., advised that one JOE DOWLATY, lh06 South Del Mar, San Gabriel, Cal­
ifornia, had registered at the motel on b-2h-68 and indicated a stay of two 
weeks. DOWLATY was assigned room 26 and according to JENKINS was very dark 
complexion and most likely was an East Indian. He stated that DOWLATY was not 
at the motel at present and had indicated when he signed in that he is associated 
with the TACO BELL Mexican Restaurant being built on Roswell St., Marietta, Ga,
JENKINS advised that DOWLATY is driving a 
ense not known.

white, two floor sedan, make and lic-

MOHAMMID ALI DOWLATY was located at 
under construction at 698 Roswell Street,

the TACO BELL Mexican Restaurant now 
Marietta, Ga. Both Volkswagons des-

cribed above and with the same license numbers were parked on the TACO BEIL 
property. DOWLATY advised that he is the Field Consultant for the TACO BELL 
restaurants with headquarters at 2h2U 'loreton St., Torrence, California. He 
stated that he uses the first name JOE because his real name is hard to pro­
nounce, write and because JOE simplifies his business relationships, DOWIATY 
advised that he is staying at the Thunderbird Motel, Marietta, Ga., room 26, 
and expects to be in this area for two weeks. He stated that JOHN MICHAEL 
JEWHSIAK is the owner of the franchise for the TACO BEIL Restaurant under con­
struction at this address.

' tWAl^

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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MAY I M2 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 17

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

3010-107-4

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SA ROBERT L. MC FALL

MURKIN

date: 4/29/G8

Rename mo dated 4/19/68.

On 4/24/68. Mr. CHARLES PALMER, Plant Foreman, 
Shower Door Company, 1301 Chattahoochee, NW, Atlanta, 
Georgia, advised that the man who annlied for a job 
on 4/16/68 was definitely not the same man as JAMES 
EARL RAY. lie further advised that he had personal? 
called the FBI on 4/18/68 and advised them what he 
knew. He was told that he "might” be contacted if 
they felt it was the same man.

PALMER noted the man never returned for the 
job, but that he was considerably different from the 
photographs and the pictures on the wanted fiver.

44-2326 -'V^

.^-Atlanta 
RLM:sja
(2)i VR

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO

FBI

Date 4/26/68

(Type in plaintext or coie)

(Priority)

■ (
-I

. i

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN / - •
CIVIL RIGHTS '

. (00: MEMPHIS) ”̂ v .

ReNYaJrt’^el to Bu, Atlanta and Memphis 
dated 4/22/68.^^ - ‘ .

Concerning Broadcast originating with 
» Public Broadcast Laboratory (PBL), NYC, on Poor Peoples 

March on Washington. •

GREG SHUKER, Producer, PBL, NYC, advised 
on 4/25/68, that his office is in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. and Mrs. R. WINSTON DRINKARD, 15 South Main 
Street, South Norwalk, Conn., telephone number 838-3904 
(area code 203), concerning captioned matter. The 
letter was forwarded to PBL by WNDT, Channel 13, TV, 
NYC, who carried a broadcast by PBL on 4/9/68. This is 
a repeat of the same braodcast referred to in referenced 
communication concerning the "poor people’s March on 
Washington1'. / . .

SHUKER made available the letter which was 
directed to the General Manager-WNDT, TV and dated 4/9/68, 
which relates in part as follows: *
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AIRTEL

TO SAC. SAVANNAH

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P)

4/29/68

SUBJECT: MURKIN

(OQ; MEMPHIS)

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 4/25/68

Enclosed for Savannah are copy of Bureau airtel 
to Atlanta, 4/25/68 and letter to Bureau from TQM S. SMOUSE

Records of the Georgia DMV reflect 1967 Georgia
tag 3D 20121 issued to WILLIAM P. SIBERT
Bunter AFB, Ga., 
VIN 6T09C171460

for a 1966 Ford Mustang
575 D Company, 

two door hardtop
The 1968 listing for this tag is not in the

records of the DMV, but should be obtainable at the Courthouse 
in Savannah.

Savannah handle per Bureau instructions

- Savannah (Enc. 2) 
- Atlanta

SH: lee

44-23o6 rlW
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AT 44-2386

She has no inform at ion as to any other friends 
of LEWIE’S.

She recalls that her brother took a bible course while 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary. His racial views have always 
been moderate and he belongs to no organizations of which she 
is aware.

On 4/26/68, TOM DURRETT, owner Royal Tire Service, 
639 Powder Springs Street, Marietta, advised that an individual 
known to him as "Dink" was employed by him under the name BILLY 
DINK CHUMLEY, who listed his address as 236 Gramling Street, 
Marietta, Georgia. The employment records relating to CHUMLEY 
reflect he listed his Social Security No. as and his
date of birth as The records further reflect that
CHUMLEY was employed from 4/15/67 to 8/11/67, and DURRETT 
described him as being a white male, 5’ 11", 200 - 210 pounds, 
thinning grayish-brown hair, medium to rough complexion and 
having no upper teeth.

DURRETT reported that CHUMLEY was from Oklahoma City 
and apparently left Oklahoma City because of marital problems.

DURRETT advised he has no information as to CHUMLEY’S 
whereabouts but recalled that soma two to three months ago 
CHUMLEY called from somewhere in Atlanta while passing through. 
CHUMLEY was looking for employment and inquired of DURRETT as to 
whether he would be a reference for him in seeking employment 
at the American Tire Co., Atlanta, Georgia.

DURRETT reported further that the only friend of "Dink’s" 
he knew about was WHITEY DOWDA. CHUMLEY had a girl friend (name 
unknown) who was probably from Anderson, S. C.

CHUMLEY, according to DURRETT, never mentioned having 
been in Jail and stated the only trouble he had everbeen involved 
in was with his wife.

DURRETT viewed photograph of subject RAY with negative 
results and advised that CHUMLEY never mentioned this individual 
by his true name or any aliases.

-2-
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at 44-2386

DURRETT reported that CHUMLEY drove a Buick auto 
to Marietta upon his arrival in Marietta and that vehicle was 
wrecked, and is presently on DURRETT's property. This vehicle 
was examined and it was ascertained it was black and white 
1955 Buick, VIN 4B4075430, bearing 1967 Oklahoma license XW 6672

On 4/26/68, Mrs. HASSLE SOUTHERN, 202 Gramling Street, 
Marietta, Georgia, advised she is the owner of the small house 
Located at 236 Gramling Street, Marietta. She advised she 
does not recall any occupant of that residence bearing the 
name BILLY DINK CHUMLEY or "Dink" CHUMLEY.

-3-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) date: 4/29/68

FROM SA CHARLES S. HARDING

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At 6:12 P.M., 4/26/68, Supervisor HUNTER HELGESON,
Bureau, advised that in connection with our Investigation of 
cars listed for sale in the want ads, we should not limit 
this inquiry to 4/5/68, but should continue it to a later 
date. A date of 4/11/68 was agreed on by Mr. HELGESON and 
writer.

CSHjlcc

44-2386 ^H3j
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)datE:

FROM : SA JAMES RICHARD FLICK

4/29/68

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re memo of IC MARION W. DAVIS, 4/18/68.

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JAMES RICHARD FLICK:

at marietta, ga.

On 4/24/68, WILLIAM EDWARD GALT, 210 A, Pine 
Crest Circle, advised he is presently employed at Dobbins 
Air Force Base in the Air National Guard. GALT advised he is 
the son of HARRY GALT of Kennesaw, Ga. who had been interviewed 
previously by this agent. GALT stated that he had been in 
contact with his father, HARRY GALT, \vho hud advised him of 
th? 'nature of the interview. ’''ILulAli EDLAU) GALT stated that 
he could provide no additional information re the identity of 
ERIC STARVO GALT and stated that he was not aware of any 
members of their family by that name.

GALT also expressed an attitude of willingness 
and stated that if any pertinent information should come to 
his attention, he would notify the F”’.
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I

The follcvJng investigation v-as coni'acted by 
SA JAKS!* LUlL^D FLICK:

AC marietta, Georgia

on April 21, 195b, DENNIS DUNCAN, Identification 
Bureau, Cobh Co nty Sheriff’s Office, advised the records 
reflect LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA, 1565 Austell Road, Marietta, 
Georgia, was arrested on December 7, 1967 by Deputy Sheriffs 
STRICKLAND and MC ENTYRE for a fraudulent check. DUNCAN 
continued that DOWDA had been released on December 8, 1967 
after arranging for a $100 bond tin t was made by bondsman 
R. S. CRAIN. The disposition of the fraudulent check charge 
was not known.

DUNCAN continued that DOWDA had again been arrested 
on March 4, 1968 for larceny (felony) by Deputy Sheriff SlATON 
of the Cobb County Sheriff’s Office. DUNCAN stated that DOWDA 
had made a $1500 bond on March 8, 1968 through the Acme Bonding 
Company. DUNCAN continued DOWDA had been sentenced on April 17, 
1968 to two years and was presently incarcerated in the Cobb 
County jail, Marietta, Georgia.

DUNCAN made available the following description of 
DOWDA ;

Race
Sex
Date of Birth
Place of Birth 
Height
Weight 
Ha ir 
Eyes 
Relatives; 
Wife 
Parent

Fingerprint 
Class if ication

White
Male

Marlon county, Florida 
5 feet 11 inches 
150 pounds
Blonde
Blue

SHARON DOWDA 4 4
S.C. DOWDA
DeLand, Florida

6 9 U IIO
1 aA IO

; o u -/y^
^ ^
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) DATE: 4/29/68

FROM : SA CHARLES S. HARDING

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4/26/68, CARLE. JERNEERG, JR., Route 2, College 
Park, Ga,, telephone 766-2072, appeared at the Atlanta Office 
to ascertain the reason why his wife received a call on an 
auto that they had listed for sale in the want ads of the 
newspaper. He was advised by the writer that this was a routine 
inquiry and that he had nothing to be concerned about. He was 
appreciative of this Office being frank with him in this matter.

CSHjlcc

44-238 6 ^/^
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AIRTEL

FROM

MURKIN

MEMPHIS

Enclosed herewith for the Atlanta Division and
Birmingham Division are one copF each of photographs of

(44-561)

Bureau
Atlanta (Enc 
Birmingham ( 
Memphis 
Springfield

WR:skt 
(10)

DIRECTOR, FBI

aka, FBI * 368 725 A and JERRY WILLIAM

the 
subject *•

AIR MAIL

brothers, JOHN LARRY RAY, i 
RAY , aka, FBI # 862 651 A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

4/26/68



FBI WASH DC

FBI ATLANTA 

10.03 AN

URGENT 4/29/68 HJM /

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD 

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 2 P

MURKIM ‘

RE* TELEPHONE PHASE

MRS. LOWELL LANGE, TELEPHONE EIGHT SEVEN SIX-SIX SIX TWO NINE, 

ATLANTA, GA. ADVISED SHE ^AD NUMEROUS UNEXPLAINED PHONE CALLS ON 

THE PAST TWO PHONE BILLS. NOTIFIED FBI, ATLANTA AFTER NOTING FOUR 

DEBASE CALLS made TO ALTON, ILL., HOMF OF JAMES FARL RAY.

INTERVIEW WITH LANG^ FAMILY INDICATED NO ONE PLACED 

C&LLS and MO ONE ELSE HAD ACCESS TO PHONE. INTERVIEW ALSO 

INDICATED FAMILY TO BE STABLE AND REPUTABLE. CALLS WERE MADE ON 

FEB. FOURTEEN TO SIX ONE EIGHT-FOUR SIX SIX-ONE ONE EIGHT SIX, 

ON FEB. SIXTEEN TO SIX ONE EIGHT-FOUR SIX SIX -FOUR FIVE FOUR 

THREE. CALLS WERE ALSO MADE ON FEB. SIXTEEN AND FEB. TWENTY 

EIGHT TO FOUR SIX SIX-ONE ONE EIGHT SIX. ALL CALLS WERE MADE FROM 

END PAGE ONE

44-2386 ^^ 3
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AT 44-23*6 >

PAGE TWO

ATLANTA TELEPHONE EIGHT SEVEN SIX-SIX SIX TWO NINE TO ALTON, 

ILL.

SPRINGFIELD AT ALTON, ILL. WILL DETERMINE SUBSCRIBER TO 

ABOVE MENTIONED NUMBERS AND ATTEMPT TO DETERMINEIFIF ANY 

CONNECTION BETWEEN SUBSCRIBERS AND SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

P '

END

CORR. LINE TWO, PAR. TWO, PAGE TWO, WORD SEVEN SHD BE DETERMINE IF

SAA ■

FBI WASH DC

FBI MEMPHIS ...,MCP

FBI SPRINGFIELD...^AL
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AT 44-2386
RDR:bjc
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
RICHARD D. RACKLEFF on April 23, 1968:

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA '' • ‘ •

The following persons were contacted at their 
respective agencies and were shown a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY, also known as ERIC STARVO GALT. Other employees of these 

i respective agencies were also shown photographs of RAY in 
an effort to effect an Identification. The records of each 
agency were checked as well as the overdue list without 
locating a rental contract under the name of JAMES EARL RAY 
or any of the following aliases :

Eric Starve Galt 
W. C. Herron 
Harvey Lowmyer 
James McBride 
James O'Conner 
James Walton 
James Walyon 
John Willard

The persons interviewed are listed as follows:

SUE JONES
Hertz Rental Agency
Atlanta International Airport

ANN WALLS
National Car Rental Agency
Atlanta International Airport

JIM WALKER
Avis Rental Agency
Atlanta International Airport

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 114-2386
RDR:bJc
2

ED PARRISH
Thrifty Rent-A-Car
951 Virginia Avenue

CAROL GRIFFITH
Econ-O-Car
1215 Virginia Avenue

MARY DELANO
; Budget Rent-A-Car
' 1219 Virginia Avenue ’

/ GLEN STONEBARGER
/ American

1359 Virginia Avenue

JIMMY DUKE
Airways Rent-A-Car and
Continental Rent-A-Car
Holiday Inn Motel
Virginia Avenue

CAROL MITCHELL
Cherokee Air Taxi Charter Service
Atlanta International Airport

CAROL MITCHELL, supra, was also contacted and the 
records of her office were reviewed for a possible airplane 
charter under the above name and aliases of the subject 
with negative results. Miss MITCHELL also viewed a photo­
graph of RAY and was unable to Identify RAY as anyone having 
chartered an airplane through the Cherokee Air Taxi Charter 
Service.
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AT 44-2386 
SLH/kjm 
2

G T1J viewed a picture of ERIC STARVO GALT and stated 
that CANNON definitely was not identical with this individual. 
GWIN said that CANNON worked evenings for Associated Cleaning 
Contractors, Incorporated, but had a full-time job during the 
day with Southern Freight Tariff Bureau, 101 Marietta Street, 
Atlanta, Georgia.

GN IN. furnished the following background information 
concerning CANNON which appears on CANNON’S application for 
employment:

Name
Social Security 
Number
Present
Address

How Long at 
This Address
Telephone 
Number
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Wife’s name 
Children
Ages
Father’s name

Mother ’s name

Employer

PAT CANNON

1412 Willow Trail 
Atlanta, Georgia

Four years

753-8477

Lumpkin County, Georgia 
5 feet 5 inches 
160 pounds
DELERICE ANN CANNON
Two 
7 and 5 
OSCAR CANNON 
Cleveland, Georgia 
FAIRY CANNON 
Cleveland, Georgia 
Southern Freight Tariff Bureau 
101 Marietta Street 
Atlanta, Georgia
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote. April 18, 1968

HENRY H. WATERS, Apartment 1, 107 14th Street, 
Atlanta, advised he is not acquainted with any other tenants 
in this building other than MC DONALD, the plumber, who lives 
in Room 2 at this address, and he is not acquainted with any 
residents of the building located at 113 14th Street.

WATERS was asked if he recalled a white Mustang 
which may have been parked at the rear of 107 14th Street or 
113 14th Street, and he stated he recalled this car well since 
the owner of this car always parked in such a manner he would 
use up about three parking spots. WATERS stated there was a 
shallow ditch between the parking areas at the rear of 107 14th 
Street and 113 14th Street, and the individual who drove this 
white Mustang generally parked at the rear of 113 14th Street 
parallel to this ditch rather than heading into the ditch and 
in this manner utilized about three parking spots. WATERS 
said this irritated him since parking spite was so short and 
he would have mentioned it to Mr. GARNER, but GARNER was sick 
at the time and he did not bother him with it. WATERS said if 
he had ever seen the driver of this white Mustang, he would have 
mentioned it to him directly, but he had never seen the driver 
of this Mustang. He stated he knew there was an<it of state 
plate on this car, but did not recall the state and said it 
might have been white with black letters. WATERS said he always 
checked license plates of strange cars parked behind these two 
houses since roomers generally have out of state cars and local 
license plates generally belong to people who have no business 
parking in this area. For that reason he was able to recall 

that this white Mustang had an out of state license plate on it J

WATERS was asked at What time of the day he generally 
recalled this car being parked at the rear of 113 14th Street 
and he said he was only aware of it at the times when he returned 
from work about 5:00 p.m. He estimated that this car was in this 
area for about 2 weeks and he believes it was about 2 weeks since 
he had last seen this car.

WATERS was unable to Identify anyone in the neighborhood 
by description or artist’s composite photograph Wbo might have been 
identical with the individual believed to have used the name GALT.

. 4/15/68 n) Atlanta, Georgia

SA STEPHEN L. HALPTN and
SA RAYMOND J. MICHELE SLH:swo

Fiie# AT 44-2386 ^J^
j u 4/17/68 

Date aietatea__________________________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It h the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 
Hand its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 23, 1968

DOUGLAS MICHAEL HILL, who rents room number 11 at
107 - 14th Street, Atlanta, was located and interviewed at 
his place of employment, Thompson,Boland and Lee, Incorporated, 
201 Peachtree Street, Northeast, Atlanta.

HILL advised that he had rated room number 11 from
Mr. GARNER approximately March 21, 1968 and although he is 
still paying rent on this room, he does not always return 
to this room at night. It was HILL’s recollection that he 
returned to this room nightly for the period from March 21, 
1968 through March 29, 1968 and only intermittently since that 
time. HILL was shown a photograph of the individual who had 
rented room number 2 at 113 - 14th Street under the name of 
GALT on March 24, 1968, and HILL advised he could not recall 
ever seeing this individual in the neighborhood.

HILL further advised that he had m recollection of
ever seeing a white Mustang parked at the rear of either 
107 - 14th Street or 113 - 14th Street during the period that 
he has rented a room at 107 - 14th Street nor has he ever heard 
the name GALT while residing there.

HILL said that with the exception of Mr. GARNER, he
has not become acquainted with any other roomer at either 
107 - 14th Street or 113 - 14th Street.

0n 4/19/68 at Atlanta, Georgia File # Atlanta 44-2386 -.___ '

SA STEPHEN L. HA 
by----------------------------------------

hjm
Date dictated

4/22/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 4/29/68

FROM ; SA KENNETH R. HEINEMAN

SUBJECT: MURK IN

Rememo of SA CHARLES S. HARDING dated 4/22/68.

On 4/19/68, copies of the press release of that 
date were delivered to Mr. KEN WILSON, WIGO Radio, 
Georgian Terrace Hotel, at 2:45 p.m. and to Mrs. PATRICIA 
BROYLES, WIIN Radio, 1365 Peachtree Street, Northeast, 
at 2:50 p.m.

Pursuant to rememo, physical observation was 
conducted of all of Marietta Street, Northwest, and 
Marietta Boulevard, Northwest, from downtown Atlanta to 
the Cobb County Line in search of new and used car dealers. 
It was determined by the writer that there are no new 
car dealers on those streets and there are only three 
used car dealers.

On 4/23/68, Mr. JAMES GILLESPIE, Southern
Auto Sales, 381 Marietta Street, Northwest, advised that 
he never sold a car to a man bearing any resemblance what­
soever to JAMES EARL RAY. Mr. GILLESPIE said that he 
sells mostly to Negroes and he would certainly remember 
selling to a white man, therefore, he can make the above 
statement with absolute certainty.

On 4/23/68, Mr. WILLIAM A. STRICKLAND, Strick­
land Used Trucks, 711 Marietta Street, Northwest, Atlanta, 
Ga., advised that he knows every person to whom he sold 
a truck in the past year and he has never sold a truck 
to a man bearing any resemblance whatsoever to JAMES 
EARL RAY.

On 4/23/68, Mr. RALSTON G. HANIE, West
Marietta Street Motor Company, Inc., 940 West Marietta 
Street, Northwest, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that he 
has never sold a car to anyone bearing any resemblance 
whatsoever to JAMES EARL RAY. ,; ._ . /7 V '

2/Atlarta 
KRH:bje}

.ARCHED

■eria1.;'-

(W
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI WASH DC

115°1 URGENT 4/29/6* VPK

TO ATLANTA

FROM DIRECTOR 44-3**51 PP

MIRK IN

IN A REVIEW OF THE NAIM FILE ON KING AT THE BUREAU, IT WAS 

NOTED SEVERAL THREATS HAVE BEEN ^ADE IN TH* PAST ATTRIBUTABLE 

TO THE KLAN IN GEORGIA AND ALASKA.

IT WAS REPORTED THAT AT A NATIONAL NETTING OF THE KNIGHTS OF 

THE K’J KLUx KLAN, INC., IN ANNISTON, ALABAMA, ON JULY EIGHT, 

NINETEEN SIxTYONE, BOTH EARL GEORGE AND JAMES VIABLE, 0* 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVOCATED THE KILLING OF KING. 0” OCTOBER 

EIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, AN INFORMANT REPORTED TWAT AT A. 

PUBLIC CROSSBURNING, JAMES VENA3L* STATED IT WOULD BE A GOOD ' 

IDEA IF SOMEONE DID AWAY WITH KING (SEE ^OUR FILE ONE ZERO FIVE 

DASH SEVEN SEVEN THREE). IT WAS FURTHER REPORTED THAT ON 

FEBRUARY FIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, VFMABLE AmD OTHER LEADERS 

ALLEGEDLY PLANNED TO ASSASSINATE KING AND J. B. STONER WAS

ALSO IMPLICATED.

END PAGE ONE 4 4-2386 ^H^0
SEARCHED ^.^..INSntt-------------  

SERIALIZ D^^uTJ LiDtl^^}^iJ

APR 2 9 4968
Fft—ATLANTA

•■ KCTKaB iwr
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PAGE TWO

ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE ASSAILANT 

YOU SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE 

ABOVE MIGHT BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

HJM

FBI ATLANTA

9
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^ FBI ATLANTA

FBI WASH DC

116PM URGENT 4/29/6R WPK 

TO ATLANTA 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-3**61 2P

MURK IN ,

IN A REVIEW OF THE MAIN FILE ON KING AT THE BUREAU, IT WAS 

NOTED SEVERAL THREATS HAVE BEEN MADE IN TH** PAST ATTRIBUTABLE 

TO THE KLAN IN GEORGIA AND ALABAMA.

IT WAS REPORTED THAT AT A NATIONAL MEETING OF THE KNIGHTS OF 

THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC., IN ANNISTON, ALABAMA, ON JULY EIGHT, 

NINETEEN SIXTYONE, ROTH EARL GEORGE AND JAMES VENABLE, Of 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVOCATED THE KILLING OF KING. ON OCTOBER 

EIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, AN INFORMANT REPORTED THAT AT A 

PUBLIC CROSSBURNING, JAMES VENABLE STATED IT WOULD RE A GOOD 

IDEA IF SOMEONE DID AWAY WITH KING (SEE YOUR FILF ONE ZERO FIVE 

DASH SEVEN SEVEN THREE). IT WAS FURTHER REPORTED THAT ON 

FEBRUARY FIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE, VENABLE AND OTHER LEADERS 

ALLEGEDLY PLANNED TO ASSASSINATE KINO AND J. B. STONER WAS 

ALSO IMPLICATED.

END PAGE ONE ± 3 8 6 "^V-
SEARCHED^... .INDEXED
SERIALlZlj^^ fllEI

FBI— ATLANTA
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PLAINTEXT

URGENTTELETYPE

MOBILE (157-2627)FROM

MURKIN

BUREAU TELETYPE TO MOBILE FIVE ZERO FOUR P.M.RE

MOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU THREE THIRTYFOUR

NINE LAST SUGGESTED ROBINSON AS SUSPECT AND SET FORTH LEADS

FOR BIRMINGHAM AND DALLAS

BUREAU TELETYPE TO MOBILE THREE FORTY P.M

SET FORTH THAT LATENT FINGERPRINTS THIS CASE WERE NOT

IDENTICAL WITH THE PRINTS OF ROBINSON

DALLAS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND MOBILE SEVEN TEN P.M

AM

DIRECTOR, FBI

TEXAS SINCE MAR. TWENTYONE SIXTYEIGHT WORKING EIGHT A.M

ASSISTANT SERVICE MANAGER, GOODYEAR SERVICE CENTER, MESQUITE

APR. TEN SET FORTH THAT ROBINSON HAD BEEN EMPLOYED AS

APR. TEN

P.M. APR

JTB:Ijr 
(4)
1 - Mobile

APR. TWENTYSIX INSTANT CONCERNING JIMMY GEORGE ROBINSON

00: MEMPHIS

ZlA Atlanta (44-2386) 
1 - Dallas (44-2649) (am 
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM
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