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UNITED STATES Oj/ERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) DATE: 5/1/68

FROM
SA ROBERT MICHAEL KANE

MURKIN 
CR 
(Op: MEMPHIS)

Re memo of SA RALPH E. WILLIAMS, 4/25/68.

University of Georgia Student 
DERREL; E. LEEt Athens, Ga.

Pursuant to instructions from SAC FRANK V. HITT to
SA ROBERT MICHAEL KANE on 4/29/68, DERREL E. LEE was reinter­
viewed at Athens, Ga. on 4/30/68.

LEE advised that he aim fellow University of Ga
students JACK GARRETT and DAN YOUMANS who along with himself 
live in Russell Hall,a men's dormitory at the University of 
Ga., spent their spring vacation .from the University of Ga. 
in New York City, N.Y. LEE advised that he roomed with his 
uncle DONALD LEE at 175 W. 79th St., New York City, N.Y. He 
explained that his uncle is a fashion photographer in New York 
City.

He related that approximately the nigit of 3/20/68 
While he and JACK GARRETT and DAN YOUMANS were standing in a 
cafeteria line, name of cafeteria being Tad's Steak House near 
Rockefeller Center, New York City, he had conversation with a 
man, who was also standing in this cafeteria line, who noticed 
that LEE had a southern accent. This man, according to LEE, 
told him his name was GARY BURNSED (phonetic) who Originally 
came from the vicinity of Denver, Col.

LEE related that he and BURN; had some carnal con-
versation while standing in the line and then made plans to go 
nightclubing in New York City that night together. LEE stated 
that hfe friends, JACK GARRETT and DAN YOUMANS, were planning on 
going to the theater. LEE advised that he and BURNSED went to

y^tlanta 
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AT 44-2386

a lot of nightclubs together and he noticed that BURNSES 
drank a lot and in fact used some of the tickets obtained 
by LEE in the nightclubs which entitled LEE to have some 
drinks. He stated that these tickets were obtained when he 
and BURNSED paid the cover charges at the door and that these 
tickets represented drinks that they were entitled to as a 
result of paying the cover charge. LEE advised that he does 
not drink very much and only had one or two drinks while BURN­
SED had quite a bit to drink.

LEE advised that a night or so after he and BURNSED
were together, LEE was with his uncle DONALD LEE and they ran 
into BURNSED at an unrecalled nightclub. LEE described his 
uncle as being a fashion photographer, who”plays around a lot” 
in New York City. He stated that when they ran into BURNSED, 
his uncle DONALD went his separate way laving LEE and BURNSED 
together. .

He further related that while sitting and drinking
in this nightclub, BURNSED had approximately eight or ten 
mixed drinks which he believed were liquor and some mix, and 
that during the conversation LEE mentioned to BURNSED that LEE 
felt that the students at the University of Ga. would back 
BOBBY KENNEDY in his election campaign for President. LEE stated 
that this visibly angered BURNSED who said to LEE, "Let me tell 
you a few things.” LEE stated that BURNSED then proceeded to 
tell him that President JOHNSON would leave office within two 
weeks of that night they were together in New York, ttet JIM 
GARRISON would be killed this summer, that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
would be assassinated down South, and also proceeded in giving 
his version of the assassination of President JOHN F. KENNEDY. 
LEE recalled that BURNSED stated that President KENNEDY was shot 
from a bridge rather than from the book depository in Dallas, 
Texas. LEE also recalled that BURNSED told him that the Viet 
Nam War would be de-escalated in the near future.

LEE stated that he "just thought that BURNSED was 
like a person who had extrasensory perception qualities".

LEE further advised that he last saw BURNSED at the
Checkerboard Nightclub in Greenwich Village, New York City 
on his third and last occasion, prior to leaving New York City 
for return to Athens, Ga. He explained that the observations
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at 44-2386

concerning the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING took place 
on the second meeting with BURNSED at an unrecalled nightclub 
in New York City. He advised that no one else was present during 
the statements made by BURNSED and that neither of his friends, 
JACK GARRETT or DAN YOUMANS, had heard BURNSED make any such 
statements because they were not physically present #hehn§URNSED 
told LEE in the nightclub conversation.

LEE could furnish no address for BURNSED and described
him as being approximately 25 or 26 years of age, Scandinavian 
appearing, and a person in such physical condition as he could 
pass as a physical training teacher. LEE recalled that BURNSED 
told him that he was "in training", type of training not disclosed, 
from 6:30 a.m. until evening hors at night. LEE also recalled 
that BURNSED told him that he had to fly to New Jersey quite 
frequently from New York. He also recalled that BURNSED told 
him that he could only come into Manhattan every other day.

LEE was queried as to whether he questioned the state­
ment made by BURNSED to him about flying to New Jersey when New 
Jersey was Just across the Hudson River from Manhattan. LEE 
stated that he did not question him concerning this flying back 
and forth from Manhattan to New Jersey, He also stated thatle 
did not note any credit cards'1 or any other form of identification 
that BURNSED may have had.*

LEE was queried as to whether this BURNSED individual
made any impoper advances towards him which caused LEE to become 
physically agitated and he vigorously denied that any improper 
advances had been made to him by BURNSED.

During the course of conversation with DERREL LEE,it
was obvious that he has effiminate type speech and that he was 
visibly nervous and agitated and reacted to questions concerning 
his being a discotheque dancing instructor as well as prior 
questions mentioned concerning improper advances made by BURNSED 
in an agitated manner. At one point during the interview, LEE 
started crying and appeared very emotional. He subsequently 
calmed down and stated that he was telling the truth concerning 
his encounter with the individual named BURNSED,

He advised that the only person that he told that he
was going to discuss this matter with the FBI was his roommate 
JACK GARRETT, He denied confiding in any other student or other 
person that he had an appointment with theFBI in Athens, 4/16/68.
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at 44-2386

LEE stated that the headline and news article
that appeared in the Daily News, Athens, Ga. on Wednesday 
morning, 4/17/68, is inaccurate and entirely blown out of 
proportion to what actually he had told the reporter from 
that paper. He advised that he did not make any statement 
to the newspaper that he heard of a plot to kill MARTIN 
LUTHER KING* LEE also denied making any statement that he 
had talked with a person who called himself "a Secret Agent" 
working out of Colorado Springs, Col, He stated that he made 
no statement that MARTIN LUTHER KING, according to the alleged 
Secret Agent, would be assassinated in Memphis, Tenn. He ad­
vised that there is no truth to this statement whatsoever. 
He also denied telling the newspaper reporter that he had 
feared the "Mafia". He further denied making a statement that 
the FBI was protecting him at the University of Georgia.

LEE advised that since his initial conversation with
reporters from the Athens Daily News he has been harrassed by 
newspaper reporters and has received telephone calls from the 
UPI, Atlanta, Ga. as well as the New York Times in New York City,
N .Y. He stated that heJMMtthcommented any further to any 
member of the press anM^HHIplan on making any further com­
ment concerning his meeflMHrh GARY BURNSED in New York City 
on 3/20/68.

-4*
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UNITED STATES
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Memorandum
TO

subject:

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) date: 5/3/68

FROM SA JAMES RICHARD FLICK

MURKIN 
CR 
(00: ME)

Re Atlanta memo of IC JERRY D. ROSEBERRY, 4/26/68

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JAMES RICHARD FLICK:

zAT ALPHARETTA. GA

On 4/26/68, contact was made with MTS. LUCAS E.
BIR , 325 Karen Dr., regarding the possible information and 
ph ographs that she and her husband may have had regarding 
the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY, At the time of this inter­
view, Mrs. BIRT advised that her husband was not available 
for interview at this time and t^at she did not desire to speak 
to the interviewing agent without her husband being present. 
Mrs, BIRT was asked by the interviewing agent about when would 
be a convenient time for their interview. BIRT requested that 
telephonic contact be made with them on Monday morning, 4/29/68 
as she was uncertain as to whether or not they would be home 
over the weekend.

On 4/29/68, telephonic contact was made with the BIRT 
residence,phone 475-7428, at which time SA FLICK was advised that 
Mr. BIRT was again not at home and she was not certain when the 
two of them would be available for interview.

On 4/30/68, Mrs. BlRT was again contacted and again 
advised that her husband was
when they would be available

not at home and was not certain 
for interview.

On 5/1/68, Mr. and 
at their place of residence, 
which time Mrs. BIRT advised

Mrs. LUCAS BIRT 
325 Karen Dr,, 
during October

were interviewed 
Alpharetta, Ga.,at 
of 1967 while she

and her husband were attending choir practice at the Mount 
Paran Church of God, Atlanta, Ga., she noticed a man whose
face was familiar to her. Mrs. BIRT 
fitst saw this man she was not aware

■Atlanta 
7AJRF:swo
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at 44-2386

on met him inside the Mont Paran Church of God and asked 
if he possibly could have attended college with her. This 
person told her that he had attended Lee College in Cleve- 
land/ Tenn, in about 1949 and told her that his home was 
either in Birmingham or Mobile, Ala. BIRT stated that later 
that same evening when they were leaving the church she had 
noticed this person depart in a white 1966 Mustang.

BIRT continued, upon reading of the information 
surrounding the captioned subject, she thought that possibly 
this person whom she had seen at the Mount ParanChurch of God 
might be identical with the subject, JAMES EARL RAY. BIRT ad­
vised upon revising her college annual, entitled "Vindaugua" 
for the year 1949, she came across a photograph of a man whom 
she believed re identical with the person Whom she ha^Kseen at 
the Mount Paran Church of God. This man, THERMAL JOHNSS, attended 
either Lee Collage or High School in the fall of 1948 or 1949. 
BIRT stated that she had no particular reason to believe that 
this was the subject, but stated that the photograph of THERMAL
JOHNES taken in 1949 bore a slight resemblance to the subject and 

' " that this information might be of value*she felt

thing of 
of 1967,

BIRT advised that she has neither seerinor heard any- 
the man whom she knew as THERMAL JOHNSES, since ^ctobet 
and neither she nor her husband had any idea where JOHNES

might presently be contacted for interview. BIRT advised this 
was the only information she had available and stated that she 
would cooperate in any way with the FBI.

-2*.
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JACKED

Memorandum
TO

subject:

4/22/68

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) date: 5/3/68

FROM
SA JOHN T. DARKO

MURKIN 
CR 
(00: ME)

Re memo of Supervisor CHARLES S. HARDING, dated

CONTACTS WITH POLICE DEPARTMENTS,CREDIT BUREAUS
NEW WW CAR DEAI2RS, "ETC";—------------------------

The following individuals were contacted in accor­
dance with referenced memo all with negative results regarding 
any additional information in captioned case:

Gainesville PD, Chief HOYT HENRY 
Cornelia PD, Chief D.G. DAVENPORT 
Tocoa PD, ChiefJ, A. LEE 
Commerce PD, Chief HAROLD STANCIL 
Winder, Ga.PDChief GERALD THOMAS 
Clayton PD, Chief HUBERT PAGE 
Cleveland PD, Chief ERNEST CRAIN

Gainesville Credit Exchange, HARRY CHAPMAN 
Credit Bureau of Tocoa, JOANN SAVAGE

The following contacts with new and used car dealers 
are in the Gainesville area

Bell Auto Sales, ED PAYNE 
Delong Motors, JIM DELONG 
Jacobs Motor Co., BUDDY DOBE 
Wilson Chevrolet, BOB BERNETT 
Chrjsler and Plymouth Dealer, JIMMY HAYNES 
Martin Motor and Finance, WILLIAM PITTMAN 
Gainesville Ford, JIMMIE SEAL

tl?nta 
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at 44-2386

Gainesville Dodge, ED MC NEAL 
Ellison Used Cars, J. W. ELLISON 
Dillard Bryan Used Carb, DILLARD BRYAN 
C&H Used Cars, HOME HATCHER 
Charlie's Used Cars,BENNIE HERDAN 
Burt Crowe Used Cars, LOUIS FARLOW 
Ford Gober Used Cars, FORD GOBER 
L.O. Henson Used Cars, HOKE SMITH 
Little Brothers Auto Exchange, HOYT LITTLE 
Mathis Motors, JIM MATHIS 
Robert Me Gee Used Cars, BOB MC GEE 
David Rankin Used Cars, CLYDE ROBERTSON 
Clarence Ransom Used Cars, CLARENCE RANSOM 
Billy Smith Used Cars, BILLY SMITH 
Cecil Smith Used Cars, CECIL SMITH 
Jesse D. Smith Used Cars, WADE REED
StatSniiAuto Exchange, WAYNE STATON 
Town and Country Motors* JIM PETHEL 
Jake Waters Used Cars, NOLAN GEE 
Jim Waters Used Cars, CHARLIE SMITH 
Max Watson,Used Cars, HARVEY CRAWFORD 
Stovall Motors, n*lia, Ga., TRACY SIMPSON 

SON GAILEY

M&M Motors 
Stamey Chevrol 
Cline Ford, ROB 
Caudell Motors.

At Winder, Ga,

Gailey Motors 
At Cleveland.

DONALD 
IRENCE STAMEY 
HELTON 

BENNIE CADDELL

Aiken Ford, ROGER AIKEN
Ouzts Chevrolet, BUDDY OUZTS 
Classic Motor Co., DOUG TATE 
Auto Sales of Winder, DWAYNE GARRETT 
Barnette Brothers Used Cars, ED BARNETTE 
Timms-Styles Used Cars, T. E. TIMMS 
Whiddon Motor Co.. HOWELL WHIDDON

At Tocoa, Ga.

Tabor Motor Co., ED HOLCOMB
Nuckolls Chevrolet. Inc., MAJOR NUCKOOLS
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AT 44-2386

Lawson Motor Co., HEL LAWSON 
Nix-Woods Fords, DON HENSON 
Clyde Addison Used Cars, CLYDE ADDISON 
R.D. Anderson Used Cars, R. D. ANDERSON 
Bell Mart Auto Sales, JOE WHITWORTH 
Doyle Roberts Motors, DOYLE ROBERTS 
Smith Motor Co., DAN SMITH 
Watkins Used Cars, REX WATKINS

The Greyhound Bus Station, Gainesville, FRANCELLE 
JANE SISK

Taxicabs

Blue Bell, Gainesville, CALVIN LIPSCOMB
Moorehead Cab Co., 
Veterans Cab Co., 
A&A Cab Co., Tocoa

CHARLES MOOREHEAD 
RAY PURDY

BOWMAN
Tocoa, DON CHITWOOD

T. W
Black and White Cab Co
Grey Cab Co., Tocoa, G. C. SMITH

Southern Railway, WELDON TOWLISON

Car Rentals

Gainesville Carriers, Inc., JIMMIE SEAL 
Hertz Rent-A-Car, ESCO SHAW

All of the above advised should they develop any 
information concerning subject RAY in instant case, they will 
immediately notify the FBI.

-3*-
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AT 44-2386
RKL:lee

The following investigation was conducted by SA ROBERT K
LEWIS, at East Point, Georg on May 1, 1968:

Mrs. LILLIAN GUNDERSON, operator, East Point 
Heating and Air Conditioning Company, 7728 Connally Drive, 
advised she has employed JAMES W. WINDOM as a supervisor 
since August, 1967, She said he has worked steadily during 
this period and definitely worked the entire first week of 
April, 1968. She said he is presently in charge of 
construction of a new fire house at the airport. She 
stated WINDOM is a native of this area, having gone to 
school in Hapeville, Georgia. She advised that before 
she hired WINDOM he worked for many years for Chrysler 
Airtemp in Atlanta. She stated he does not resemble 
•JAMES EARL RAY. She said WINDOM is a kit ’’loud-mouthed” 
and has probably made a few enemies. She said he is definitely 
not a racist and she did not believe he would be involved in 
any criminal acts . ’

She said she did not know who might try to cause 
trouble for WINDOM or to imply that he might be connected with 
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.
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FD-SOz (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 26, 1968

Mrs. EDNA E. CROOKS', 169 Memorial Street, SE
Apartment 511, was contacted and furnished the following 
information:

Her apartment overlooks the parking lot in which
the 1-966 white Mustang was subsequently found. CROOKE 
said she had never seen this car arrive at the parking lot 
but was aware that it had parked ttere for several days 
prior to its discovery. CROOKE said that oi/April 5, 1968, 
she was visited by a friend, Mrs. FLOYD MED?^Y, Jonesboro, 
Georgia. Sometime about dusk, Mrs. MEDLEY was seated at 
the front door taking care of her young children. This 
area overlooks the parking lot which is in front of the 
CROOKE apartment. At this time nothing was said about any 
car being in the parking lot. After the discovery of the 
white Mustang and on a day which CROOKE believes was April 14, 
1968, she talked with Mrs. MEDLEY on the telephone. At 
this time MEDLEY mentioned that while seated at the front 
steps on April 5,- 1968, she had observed a white colored car, 
which was probably a Mustang slowly drive into the parking 
lot. Because of the darkness, she was unable to see the 
license plate on this car and did not get a good look at 
the driver. She was interested in the car because at first 
she thought it might be driven by CROOKE’s former husband. 
MEDLEY said that the car drove slowly in the lot and then 
turned around and left. .

CROOKE said she did net recall that MEDLEY had
said anything further about the car. About a week or ten 
days ago, CROOKE was visited by a reporter named DON MC KEE 
and she mentioned MEDLEY’S conversation to him. At tin t 
time CROOKE was aware of the unlisted phone number for 
MEDLEY and furnished it to MC KEE, who immediately phoned 
her. CROOKE said she overheard the entire conversation 
and that MC KEE took no notes whatsoever and that at no time

On____4/25/68__ at__ Atlanta, Georgia_________ File # Atlaiti 44-2386

bv L?us7Ib :sja- < 4/26/68
J -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date dictated —____ :____________ _____

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. t
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MURKIN

INSTANT CASE PREVIOUSLY-SUBMITZ?D RY F^HIS

RETURNED THIS DATE Tn INSPECTOR N EMPHIS PD

RECEIVED LETTER FROM

REQUESTED EVIDENCE BE HELD UNTIL ^oHplaAFTERN--)ny QR yay ™

MAY THREE WE NINE

INTO CUSTODY INSPECTOR TACHARY THIS FORNINO

INSPECTOR ZACHARY WAS TOLD WRF IS POSSIBILITY REQUEST

MATERIAL RECOVERED IN INSTANT CAS

AND

END PAGE OUE

INDEXED

FBI—ATLANTA

SEARCHED
SERIALIZ

illUUUIUM

>HI(MIH

ZA ARY

BOXES RE ~BI LAB WERE DELINKEDCEIVED FROM

AFTFR^qm OF ^ v "'N

PLACE IT UNDER LOCK AND KEY ZACHARY SAID AT THIS TIME IT

(44-19R7) BPFROM MEMPHIS

HOLLOMAN CW PREVIOUS DCNTAOr

INSPECTOR ZACHARY ’WEN CONTANGO OHPAST

LETTER ^OM LABORATORY RECEIVED

HAD REQUESTED /IDEMCE BE HELD BY MEMPHIS OFFICE UNTIL MEMPHIS PD

COULD BE MADE LATE

TO DIRECTOR, .ATLANTA, AND BIRMINGHAM

DIRECTOR OF FIRE AMD POLICE FRANK C

LABORATORY

FOR ADDITIONAL EXAMINATIONS IN event ADDITIONAL

HE STATED'ALL FVIDFNC

BEING DELIVERED TO OFFICE OF STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL PHIL CANALF

AND THAT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WOULD ASSUME CUSTODY OF EVIDENCE
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PAGE TWO

WAS INTENTION
ti SEVEN NEYTAND EVIDENCE T0 LOCAL 3x0AND ’JURY ON NAY

CALL FOR A FIRST DEGREE NURDER WARRANT FORSAID PLAT PLANS

SUBJECT INSTANT CASE11 &

EXISTS PI AT STATEINSPECTOR ZACHARY SAID POSSIBILITY

TO TESTIFY IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN OF EVIDENCE BECAUSE OF

EXTENSIVE. INVESTIGATION COMDHCTED BY FBI I* THIS SHORTLY

REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT TO TESTIFY AS TO SALE OF WEAPON IN BIRMINGHAM

OR NOT SAC SHOULD CONNECTION WITH THIS REQUESTAPPEAR TN

WAS OF OPINION IT WAS NOT NECESSARYSTATED HE

TO HAVE PERSONNEL FROM FBI

INDUIRTY AT NASHVILLE

END PAGE TWO

INSPECTOR -z^CUARY STATED ATTORNEYTHIS DATE

ZACHARYFOR TESTIMONY PERORE GRAND JURYCOULD BE AVAILA3L

'T MATERIA!TO PRESTATE ATTORNEY GENERALOF

INSPECTOR 7 ACHARY

IDENTICAL WITH WEAPONAND FACT THAT WEAPON IN QUESTION IS

GENERAL’S OFFICE MIGHT WANT A R^PR^S^NTATTVF OF FPIATTORNEY

TFNN CONDUCTED ON MAY TWO

HINE IF ^I REPRESENTATIVEOFFICE HAD ASKED HIM TO DETGENERAL, S

STATED ATTORNEY GENREA! FELT IT WOULD ADD TO CASE IF FBI

BEFORE FIVE PH

RECOVERED IN MEMPHIS BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHETHER

BIRMINGHAM TESTIFY RE THIS MATTER
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PAGE THREE

DISCLOSED THAT G GER DID

RECALLED GERLT AND HAVEIHG DISCUSSSION WITH WIN RE TRAVEL TO A

PEARS TO CONFIRM DATATHIS

' PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BY GERLT

EFFORTS TO LOCATE EARL KN STZTER SUE MC SPARINCUT AND

TEL ^Y

OF INTEREST

DATE

A & D

-END.

ARK

'FBI ATLANTA

(3

KANSAS CITY HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO DEVELOP ADDITIONALTELETYPE

DISCLOSEDTWO PAST

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING MEMPHIS -DIVISION

AS EMPLOYEE JERRY’S NURSERY MANAGER OF MOTEL ADVISED SHE,

IVANVEN IS IN UNDEVELOPED FIELD IN MEMPHIS AREAADDRESS

GERLT AT TH&T TIME LISTED OCCUPATIONNASHVILLE ON MARCH TEN PAST

WITH KANSAS CITYIN ACCORDANC

STAY GRIDER’S *9TEL IN

- NURSERY IN MC MI WILLE, TENN

UNDERFED UNKNOT AT ADDRESSES FURNISHED PY KANSAS CITY IM ITS

'INFORMATION AMD MEMPHIS WILL MAKE FURTHER EFFORTS TO LOCATE PEOPLE -

VARIOUS LOOKALIKES

ELIMINATED THIS
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KANSAS CITY

OKLAHOMA CITY AND LOS ANGELES. •

FROM ATLANTA (44-23?$)

KURKIN
nsi ^

,#

SUMMARY

-Pi COULDBILLY C

INFO RE

STORES HANDLING PORNOGRAPHIC LITERATURE ATLANTA’AREA

GARNER CONTINUES TO BE COOPERATIVE

AIRLINES

NOTED ON DELTA FLIGHTS ELIMINATED AS FEMALE DELTALAST NAME RAY

EMPLOYEE

CONTACTS

END PAGE ONE

SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS WITHCHECKS CONTINUING

BUT FURNISHEDFURNISH HO INFORMATION CONCERNING 'RAY

NEGATIVE TO DATEWITH KNOWLEDGE /■NARCOTICS TRAFFICE CONTINUING

' RESIDED REINTERVIEWED NOTHING NEW OF PERTINENCE LEARNED

' 4 "‘"Cf

IVFSTIG7TI0N MAY THREE SIXTYEIGHTOF

MISSOURI STATE PFFORMER INMAT OKLAHOMA CITY

fa D&ECTQR.,' MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM,

ZlEY LOCATED ATLANTA AND INTERVIEWED

'DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE CRUMLEY

JIMMY DELTON GAZNER, OWNER OF ROOMING HOUSE WHERE RAY

WITH SOURCES IN HIPPIE AREAS AND WITH SOURCES
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■ OBTAINED

CONTINUES TO RECEIVE NUMEROUS COMPLAINTS OF LOOK ALIKES

TO DATE

OBTAINED TO DATE

RESULTS

ADVISE ATLANTA OF IDENTITIES'

R'FLEASEES MISSOURI STATE PEN POP ATLANTA ARFA OR DESIGNATED

RELEASE

AR GED VW DANGEROUS

END

CAB

EBI VAf! DC

TU '^

KANSAS CITY REDDESTED TO

STREET NE ARE BEIN3 REINTERVIEWED

^'GE TWO

WX

ROOMERS At ONE ZERO SEVEN AND ONE 'THIRTEEN FOURTEENTH

NO PERTINENT INFORMATION

SEVERAL LOOK ALIKES SEINO THOROUGHLY CHECKED OUT. ATLANTA

SAFETY DEPOSIT CUSTOMERS AT T^NTH STREET C & S SANK, THE

ONLY BA"’C IF AREA OF RAY’S RESIDENCE HAVI^ SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES

CHECKED FOR ALL CUSTOMERS E"TERIMC SAFETY DEPOSIT VAULT AnRIL'

FIVE ALD TWELVE LAST. SEVERAL BEING FURTHER CHECKED OUT. NEGATIVE ^

EXPANDED CAB CHECK CONTINUING. TRI® SHAFTS HAVE pEEn REVIE^IX^*

A^D PERTINENT DRIVERS BEING INTERVIEWED. NO PERTINENT INFORMATION- '

CONTACTS OF INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING CARS FOP S^LP IN CLASS­

IFIED COMPLETED ^IP NEGATIVE

ATLANTA AREA AS PLACE -THEY WERE GOP’G FOLLOWING

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(44-1854) 3P

MURK IN

LETTER TO

MT SC I OF?PEACOCK

RELET REFEOEC TO

ss

gvR "

TO HIDE THEY OUT FOR A COUPLE OF

FURNISHED THE. FOLLOWING INFORMATION

run; THAT MARTIN

ON INSTANT DATE WEE V

CONGERNIN - >

HAZEL VFROM

FROM

TO DIRECTOR

MIAMI.

; J-'

(44-3^61), ATLANTA

TOEOTYmine SIXTYEI SRT

AND MEMPHIS,

NN FOUR TUENTYNINE SIXTY’LTT CAPTIONED

SIXTYTVO DASH ZrRO."

LETTER RECEIVED RY BIRMINGHAM

°EACOCK, OKEECHobE-E, FLA.

ADVISING SHE HAD URGENT'INFORMATION AND HAD DEEM REFERRED TO THAT >>

PEACOCK, (PROTECT), SECRETARY OKEEfeHC

SCHOOL FOR 30YS, INTERVIEWED 3Y ^UAGEMTS AT FT ELA AND SFEl^

AT MIDNIGHT, *003 FOUR SIXTYEt

SHE RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM EXFIANCE, DOMALD JACKSON CARPE

FROM BIRvpjGW! ADVISING HE AND TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH WER^.ON TH

LUTHER KINO WAS DEAD AND THEY DID IT

WEEKS HE MENTIONED A PAY OFF OF

OWE HUNDRED THOUSAND-DOLLARS TO EE DELIVERED TO THEM

ON FOUR FIVE SIXTYEIGHT. HE SAID THEY WOULD SEE HER

THEY DID MOT ARRIVE AMD HAVE ^OT CONTACTED

W PAGE ONE

„4P'
HER.'

NEAR DOTHAN, GA

THE NEXT NIGHT

SEARCH 
SERIAL!

INDEXED,

AYS 1968
FBI—ATLANTA
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PAGE TWO

44-1^54

SHE MAS KNOW CARPENTER

ON

CARPENTER ARRIVED OKEECHOBEE THREF TWENTY SIXTYEIGHT

SIXTYEIGMT SMITH CALLED FROM PLACE 1HTOW

CARPENTER WERE NOW PARTNERS AND WERE GOING

. WITH A BIG MOUTH THAT WEEKEND

SMITH A^D CARPENTER ALLEGEDLY MEMBERS

ORGANIZATION AND IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

WERE AFRAID HE WOULD TALKTHEY

END PAGE TWO

TWO FIVE SIXTYEIGHT AND

THEIR GROUP PY

PROPOSAL TO ASSIST SMITH IN GETTING

H*S NOT RETURNED

TWENTYWINE SIXTYEIGHT FROM GRAY GA

SI'CE JANUARY SIXTYET pHT

WITH PEACOCK1 UNTIL THREE TWENTYFIVE SIXTYEIGHT

ATLANTA

SMITH AN

HE LEE? OK EEC

ASSOCIATE :■

AND ‘STAYED
ON THREF TWENTYEIGHT^

AND ADVISES THAT HE AND

TO T«V CARr OF SC^EONF-

UNKNOWN SECRET

TO PEACOCK ON THREE '

CARPENTER MENTIONED A

RID OF A FORMER MEMBER OF < •

LECTRACUTING HIE ON THREE THIRTY SIXTYEIGMT OUTSIDE ,8^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

44-1854

WHILE IN 0KEECH33EE

1^ A JAMES

A NOTE AMO IN THE NOTE HE REFERRED TO A PASSAGE FROM THE BOOK

JO^m pALT ’’’AS SPE^KI^G

>M*

EX WIFE

FOOR FIVE ONE THREE THREETELEPHONE NUMBER MINE TWO

SHE DESCRIBED SMITH AS WM. BORN

FLA/-
< 4

END PAGE THREE

V>

EMPLOYED CONTINENTBEARD* BLUE-GRAY FYES

IN LESLIE

SMITH AH AVID READER

YEAR IN VIET NAN ATTENDED

FLA SIy FEET ONEHUNDRED SFVENTYTWO LBS

TELEPHONE CO GRAY

LONG SIDEBURNS AND WORE A

MARIFATHER RUNS SMITH SERVICE CENTER

VIRGIL SALTERMRS

BLUF-BLOODSHOT FYESHAIR

TELEPHONE CO □RAY HISGA

ATLAS SHRUGGED UH ERF

MRS ALICE CARPENTER LIVES

CARPENTER AS WE BORN

OCCUPATION WELDER ALLEDGEDLY SERVED ONE

SCHOOL IF AND MOTHERLESLIE GA

OF NOVELS FREQUENTLY

'MENTIONED A CHARACTER 3Y THE NAME OF ERIC

WHEN HE LEFT OKEECHOBEE ON WEE T^NTYHVE GIXTYEIGFT HF LEFT PEACO

PEACOCK DESCRIBED

FIV*- FEET "INE AND ONE/WALF INCHES

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED CONTINENTAL^

RESIDES AMERICUS

AT MARIANNA^

STRAIGHT SANDY HAIR
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Except eastern

'EIGHT AW APRIL FIVE AND ALL FLIGHTS ON APRIL

PERTINENCE of DAT

EASTERN AILINE REVERSATIONS MADE FOR ATLANTA BOARDING PASS

OF AUTOMATION W SEVEN' TERO- ZERO WST DIXIE HUYOWE

SPECIAL SURVEY

, END PAGE ONE

EMPHASIS PLACED OP T^OSE TASSEL

-DEPARTURE FROM

AIRLINE

FORWARDED PAUL COSTELLOFOR PFRTJMEMT n^TES
L>j

MURK INV^M I

AT GATE WITHOUT PRIOR RFVERSATIONS AMD ON NO SHOW

REVIEWED FOR ALLINVESTIGATION ATLANTA

UTILIZING SUBJECTS HAMP OR AMY TUP’ ALIASP4SSIFGERS WITH P

,^i'
ifL1 ^

12.07 4' URGENT 5/4/58 LBN

TO-' DIRECTOR AND MIAMI ,

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

CAM MEMPHIS)

E'?A^E3 INQUIRE TO L^RN ROSSI RLE METHODS OF SUBJECTS

ATLANTA HAS INCLUDED CHECH OF ALL AIRLINE MA^IFESTS^

FLIGHTS DEPARTING ATLANTA AIRPORT AFTER

ELEVEN AND' T

EMENUTEPATED IS FROM RESULTS OFV^L0pED 14^)03^

AIRLINE MANIFEST WER

JGERS ORIGINATING ATLANTA AMD B0A®

PASSENGERS < ,<

SOUTH FLA. COLLEGE

NIAMF ,F0^
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

r

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO

FROM

RE

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)

SAC, SAVANNAH (44-1768) (P)

MURKIN 
CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

RE: BIRTH RECORDS PERTAINING TO

Re Atlanta airtel to Savannah, 4/17/68.

SA JAMES H
The following investigation was conducted by 
:. APPLEGATE.

AT DUBLIN, GEORGIA:

Mrs. ALICE TAYLOR, Clerk, Laurens County Health 
Department, advised on 4/26/68 thather records reflected 
WILLIAM ERNEST GAULT, JR. was born | |in Dublin,
Georgia. His father, WILLIAM ERNEST GAULT, resided Brewton, 
Ga.; was a white male, age 26, born in Newburgh, New York, 
and was employed with W. L. COBB CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. 
The mother was RUBY JANE HENRY, white, female, age 26, born
Carrollton, Georgia. A. BELL, JR., of Dublin, was the
doctor who handled the delivery

Mr. BOB GERRARD, Tax Commissioner for Laurens 
County, advised on 4/26/68 that he had no one on his tax 
books or on his voter registration lists in Laurens County, 
last name GAULT, and was not acquainted with anyone by 
that name. < / j i & / •—/ n

JHA-.ehr 

ea: ________
Special Agent in Charge

Atlanta
2- Savannah

Sent

SERIALIZED....

INDEXED.

MtD...

7^ MAY 4 1968.// 
W Fd.—ATLANTA / ///
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'■w
l<« •■'I

SV 44-1768,

one else

LEAD:

ATLANTA

AND

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ra
T#

AT ATLANTA GEORGIA:

<*
w

ALBERT THOMAS

Georgia
route out of Dublin.

MILLARD BELL
Ga

was no one
2,

(M

owner,

months
lived there.

Mr. BELL s
a forme

resident of Brewton

advised on 4/29/68 there
receiving mail on Route

nor did anyone

advised on 4/29/68

Assistant Postmaster,. Dublin 
, last name GAuLt 
which covered ’PrmdKDublin,

by that name receive mail on an

BELL'S GROCERY, Brewton^ 
WILLIAM ERNEST GAULT rented a^h'

in Brewton and resided there with his wife for about thr^ 
during 1936, and his wife had a son born while/to 

GAULT was employed as a dragline operator!^: 
for COBB CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, which company was paving^ 

Geo^iHighway 319 between Wrightsville jGa. and Dublin 
GAULT -About 2 or 3 years after he moved from Brewton

GAULT had indicated he 
followed construction work all over the United States,1 ‘
stopped by to visit there.

well as work in South America and Mexico
the GAULTs were friendly with RUBY BELL JOYNER

SEARS-ROEBUCK AND COMPANY in Atlanta.
who is presently employed with 

Mr. BELL knew’of
who might know whereabouts of the GAULTs.

Interview RUBY BELL JOYNER, employed at SEARS,*
COMPANY, re whereabouts of WILLIAM ERNEST
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INDEX
sFILE^

1Q6A

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO

FROM:

SUBJECT:

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, EL PASO (157-186)

MURKIN

RE: PASSENGER RESEMBLING RAY ON AMERICAN AIRLINES 
FLIGHT 122 FROM LOS ANGELES TO EL PASO

to EP, 5/1/68

Suspect deplaned, El Paso, Texas, and identified 
himself to Agents as ERNIE M. SNYDER. SNYDER exhibited 
U. S. Passport and Army Identification Card showing that
he was a member of S. Army, serial number RA 16 616 573
and was attached to Headquarters, Third Brigade, Ft. Bliss, 
Texas, having just returned from Bangkok, Thailand. SNYDER 
bore strong resemblance to RAY, however, SNYDER was six feet 
three inches tall.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

3-Bureau 
1-Memphis 
©-Atlanta

(44-1987) (Info) 
(Info)

1-Birmingham (Info) 
1~E1 Paso

DJRrsl

SEARCHES

SERIALIZE

Special Agen:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1942 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 2?

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
ro = SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 5/4/68

FROM SA EDWARD U. CRIM

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At 8:30 a.m. on 5/4/68, Mrs. EDNA M. LANCASTER 
a resident of Austell, Georgia, and who works for Mr 
PITTMAN at the Automatic Laundry and Dry Cleaning
establishment 
contacted the

in Mableton, Georgia, telephonically 
office.

She said that she had been contacted on numerous
occasions by Agents relative to the murder of Dr. KING 
and that in some fashion, this information had gotten back 
to Mr. PITTMAN. Mr. PITTMAN feels that Agents contacting 
Mrs. LANCASTER is a reflection on his business and has 
indicated to Mrs. LANCASTER that it would be best if she 

look for employment elsewhere

Mrs. LANCASTER said that 
another job and as soon as she can 
changing employment.

she is looking for 
find one, she is

that she not beLANCASTER requestedMrs. 
recontacted by 
ever.

/Atlanta 
;UC:bjc

Agents of the FBI for any reason whatso-

i SEARCHED __  

’ SERIALIZED /

ATLAWta
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• • 

TO.: DI7ttCTOR. Y'tt ( tift..,· !18 g1) 
ATTN� .rtn t.>.IOitATO�T 

TJ.:OH: SAC. JACKS'OMYILU! ( •&1:-ltlf) (P) 

_ R� A'tliinta t$l•typ� to iu�au, AlM·w;:, �t,r:,ek��ille� 
Misi� �nd �+s!ip'.hie dtt"titcd �/&f/61 i re1 . .arding lti7 C2tdilla<t
.P1tVill,(i.. f1M-id4 J'..,ic�UHJ� lWl7913tL.

lhtf$l'(tllc•d 'tel�type ?e<tu.st€1d ,1a�k�villtt t0c

�bt4if� el"lgi-1Jal reiu.rt�tie� for ab�• v��t..el@ lu"l� for-w«r4 
·· to- lAb�littf!"y fe<"JJ hatld�T-itint C�J't&�i*cm w!th •�iairt "'l'A.�S

tAft1. JAY.

�1 Ill/GI_, Hr •. ARC!! UVINGS10N �• :0-i��fJP, Depiarffl1trrt
a! M!}"t� Vehicl•i! 'T&ll�M&#flt�� tle ... � ·a�vie•d that. be �ld
be ynible t:e ro(ll•8e F10'Aiia 1'1tle thtmt>-�r isie,.e, ., wld.eh
c� 1,�1 C41d1llae C01iV«l"t:U1l•. '.VD r11121,s. in. 1:he �-�
f}f MtCffAtt. ST.. ?'ID.II! 1 iiza•vtdi as :tb.!5 �,oe��llf ic a r,�n�n�»t
n-c«-4 in hia .til�•. ti� s'1:*-'ted t'hat tn or�� tt' r.letuie
t hi$ d�01.t�.e�t -� a auh�M ·du�t!ie t�� voo ld he J\fffi�e•r-4\ry ..

Mr... LIVI,t{;ffOK ,,vide, &v�il•bl� phote,�-t«:tie copy �t

i:nst.a�t f"l.orider !'i tl<t .. 

i - iu�au ( J!r.-(! • l) ( ��) 
l ·~ Albany (41t-1Jt3)
1 fti.-,.-ad. (�'4•�11St.)

�, M�,:ihill (4#�-lt·@J) _ 
<.......l>A�l�nta- <•--2att) 

2 ,_ J•·kso�'V'ill'e 
TJ'W.:en 
(t)
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