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During a neighborhood investigation which was 
conducted in the vicinity of the intersection of Highland 
View and Ponce de Leon Terrace at Barnett Street., all persons 
residing in each dwelling were interviewed and shown the 
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, alias ERIC STARVO GALT, in 
an effort to develop any information relating to the subject’s 
activities in that area. All persons residing on the follow­
ing streets between the addresses listed were contacted by 
SAs RICHARD D. RACKLEFF and JAMES R. RIORDAN and each was 
unable to furnish any pertinent information concerning the 
subject's whereabouts or activities.

I’awry Street .
903 through 1040 Drewry Street

St. Charles Avenue
866 through 748 St. Charles Avenue

Bonaventure Street
729 through 788 Ponaventure Street

Virginia Avenue
1016 through 1136 Virginia Avenue

Drive,NortheastCrestridge
749 through 839 Crestridge Drive
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
RICHARD D. RACKLEFF on April 23, 1968:

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

The following persons were contacted at their
respective agencies and were shown a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, also known as ERIC STARVO GALT. Other employees of these
respective agencies were also shown photographs of RAY in 
an effort to effect an identification. The records of each
agency were checked as well as the overdue list without 
locating a rental contract under the name of JAMES EARL RAY
or any of the following aliases:

Eric Starvo Galt 
W. C. Herron 
Harvey Low mye r 
James McBride 
James O'Conner 
James Walton 
James Walyon 
John Willard

The persons Interviewed are listed as follows:

SUE JONES
Hertz Rental Agency-
Atlanta International Airport

ANN WALLS
National Car Rental Agency- 
Atlanta International Airport

JIM WALKER
, Avis Rental Agency

Atlanta International Airport '
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ED PARRISH
Thrifty Rent-A-Car 
951 Virginia Avenue

CAROL GRIFFITH
Econ-O-Car
1215 Virginia Avenue

MARY DELANO
Budget Rent-A-Car 
1219 Virginia Avenue

GLEN STONEBARGER 
American
1359 Virginia Avenue

JIMMY DUKE
Airways Rent-A-Car and 
Continental Rent-A-Car 
Holiday Inn Motel
Virginia Avenue

CAROL MITCHELL
Cherokee Air Taxi Charter Service
Atlanta International Airport

CAROL MITCHELL, supra, was also contacted and the 
records of her office were reviewed for a possible airplane 
charter under the above name and aliases of the subject 
with negative results. Miss MITCHELL also viewed a photo­
graph of RAY and was unable to identify RAY as anyone having 
chartered an airplane through the Cherokee Air Taxi Charter 
Service.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
RDR:sJ a
1

The following investigatiori vas conducted by 
SA RICHARD D. RACKLEFF at Atlanta, Georgia on April 24, 
1968:

The persons listed below reviewed the records 
of their respective agencies in an effort to locate an 
automobile rented to JAMES EARL RAY, alias ERIC STARVO 
GALT; W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWMYER, JAMES MC BRIDE, JANES 
O’CONNER, JAMES WALTON, JAMES WALYON, and JOHN WILLARD. 
Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to the employees 
of each agency and each was unable to furnish any information 
concerning RAY'S whereabouts.

Those persons contacted are as follows:

TOM DANCE, Dance Hertz Rental Agency, 2174 North 
Druid Hills Road, NE

BETTY OWEN, Avis Rental Agency, .Executive Park 
Motel, 1447 Northeast Expressway

Investigation at the Toco Hills Shopping Center 
in an effort to locate a National Rental Agency in that 
area, determined that the National Rental Agency was formerly 
operated by Toco Hills Gulf Service Station and is no longer 
in business.
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December, 19674 and was received at that time by either 
LLOYD JERINGAN or DAM AYERS (Phonetic). DOWDA advised that 
he was not certain which of these persons received this 
phone call but was advised that the person who called left 
no phone number and apparently did not identify himself 
to the person who received the telephone call. DOWDA advised 
he had no idea who the phone call may have been from and 
stated that he never did receive any further information about 
this call, nor was the call ever completed to him.

DOWDA stated .as best he could recall the phone call 
might have originated in Oklahoma, but stated that neither 
he nor, as best he could recall, RAY had any mutual friends 
in that area. /

0. A. HEMBREE, 2424 Sewell Mill Road, Marietta, 
Georgia, advised that LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA had been employed 
by him as a tractor driver and all around assistant from 
March 8, 1963 to April 12, 1968. HEMBREE advised that 
during.this time DOWDA had worked satisfactorily for him 
every day that they could have worked, weather permitting. 
HEMBREE advised the total duration of this tine was approximately 
five weeks and stated tin t as best he could recall at no time 
did DOWDA ever leave this area. HEMBREE continued that on 
two or three occasions, DOWDA had worked on Saturdays, but 
had never worked on any Sundays during this time. HEMBREE 
advised there was no way to specifically determine the 
exact dates on which DOWDA worked, but provided the following 
dates on which DOWDA was paid and the amounts.

Date

March 8, 1968

March 15, 1968

March 22, 1968

March 29, 1968

Amount of Check

. $50

$65

$25

$42.38
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Date Amount of Check

April 5, 1968
April 21, 1968

$60 
$80.64

HEMBREE stated during this five or six week
period, he had made two loans to DOV/DA in two checks, one 
for $30 and one for $10. HEMBREE advised that if DOWDA 
were to have been employed five days per week, his checks 
would run approximately $90 to $115. HEMBREE advised 
that all of the checks indicate that DOWDA may not have 
possibly worked all five days of the week, but again 
stated that this was due to the weather, stating that in 
rainy-type weather it was impossible for them to work.

HEMBREE stated that DOWDA had been a satisfactory, 
employee while working for him.

Atlanta leads are being handled by SA JACK T. 
BEVERSTEIN.
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The following investigation was conducted on April 23, 
1968, in Atlanta, Georgia, by SA CHARLES F. ROESNER:

It was physically determined that Decatur Street-Dekalb 
Avenue from the Decatur City Limits to downtown had no new or used 
automobile-dealers located thereon.

The following used car dealers were contacted on Memorial 
Drive in a check reaching from downtown Atlanta to the Decatur, 
Georgia city limits. Each of the individuals contacted relative 
to this matter was' shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and pro­
vided with a list of the following names to check through his 
sles receipts from March 24 through April 6, 1968: ERIC STARVO 
GALT, W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWMYER, JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O’CONNER, 
JAMES WALTON, JAMES WALYON, JOHN WILLARD;

Don Pair Motors, Inc;, 1156 Memorial Drive, S.E., 
GENE LOVREN, manager ’

CHS Motor Company, 1119 Memorial Drive, JOHN L. 
HARPER, Sies Manager .

Jerwin Motors, 1076 Memorial Drive, TOM DENSON, 
Salesman, CHARLIE HALL, Sales Manager

Lucky Star Rotors, 551 Memorial Drive, Mr. J.C.
HOGAN, owner and manager ‘

Standard Motors, 1096 Memorial. Drive, Mr. JERRY 
GREENWAY, owner

Each of the individuals above checked - his sales 
records from the listed dates and advised that noife of the above 
aliases nor the name JAMES EARL FAY appeared on any of the sales 
receipts. Each of these individuals further replied that the photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL FAY as pictured on Wanted Flyer 442-A, wore 
not familiar to him. ' 2| A'. 5' A .A? ■__/ £ (
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-2386) date: 5/6/68

FROM : IC JAMES L. MARTIN (P)

subject: MURK IN

A review of the Fulton County Traffic Court records reflected 
that a City of Atlanta Arrest Ticket was issued on 1/22/68 to 
one JAMES E. RAY, 3968 Wascanna Rd., S.E., Atlanta, Ga., Alabama 
Driver’s License # 1522898, employed by Canada Dry Co., described 
as W/M, DOB RAY was charged with illegally parking
a Ford truck bearing 67 Ga. tag 1 PE 2810 in a drive way at 
430 Seminole at 12:00 AM.

A review of the Georgia State Patrol driver license records 
failed to locate any information re above individual.

2-Atlanta
JLM

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rhe Payroll Savings Plan
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date APril 19,1968

JAMES P. RIORDAN,/permanent address 97 Ward Street
Wallingford, Connecticut, /presently residing in Room 316, Hotel 
Frances, furnished the following information:

He moved into Room 8 at 107 14th Street, N. E., Atlanta
Georgia, on March 17, 1968, and stayed there until April 1, 1968. 
He did not become acquainted with any other person at that address 
nor was he aware that anyone lived at 113 14th Street, N. E. It 
was his impression this building had just been painted and was 
vacant. He viewed a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and could 
effect no Identification.

RIORDAN recalled that after he had been living at 107
14th Street, N. E., for approximately one week, he started seeing 
a white Mustang parked under a tree at the rear of 113 14th 
Street, N. E. He saw this car almost daily until he departed 
the premises on April 1, 1968. He could not recall specifically 
whether he saw this vehicle on March 30, 1968, -or not. At that 
time, he was driving an automobile himself and was parking it 
at the rear of 107 14th Street, N. E., and noted that the white 
Mustang was most frequently parked under a tree behind 113 14th 
Street, N. E. He was surprised at this because birds used this 
tree and any vehicle parked undei’ It would have numerous bird 
droppings on the roof of the car. He parked his car there on 
one occasion and the top was covered with droppings. He did not 
notice the license tag of this car nor did he ever see anyone 
getting in or out of the car. There was no particular reason to 
notice the interior of the vehicle and other than being able to 
state that it was a white Mustang, he could furnish no information.

Since the publicity concerning GALT has hit the papers 
and he realized that he had been probably living in the same

On 4/19/68__ at __ktl^a^Georgia_____ .^Eih- * Atlanta 44-2386 7GC^

SA MARION E. CHEEK hrjb________ _______ pat.- S tated - 4/10/68
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vicinity with GALT, he has attempted to determine through crypt­
ography what GALT’s real identity is. In this regard, he stated 
that he was in the U. S. Air Force and worked in cryptography. 
He dropped the name of "STARVO" since, in his opinion, it is an 
unlikely name and formed a combination of the remaining letters, 
and came up with the name of CARL GEIST. He noticed in Atlanta 
newspapers that CARL GEIST is a Minister in Atlanta.

In addition to the above, RIORDAN pointed out that 
while living in the 14th Street and Peachtree Street, N. E., 
area, the only bars in that immediate area were Mike’s Bar and 
the Redwood Lounge, both located in the 1000 block of Peachtree. 
He himself frequented these bars on a daily basis since he is a 
beer drinker and never saw anyone resembling GALT in these two 
bars.
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Date May-2,—LDG^

JAMES W. WINDOM, who is employed by the East Point 
Heating and Air Conditioning Company, 1728 Connally Drive, 
was interviewed and furnished the following information;

He said that while he does not have extensive formal 
education, he considers himself an air conditioning engineer 
and is capable of installation and maintenance of such equipment. 
He said that he is a native to this area and was for many years 
employed as a salesman by Chrysler Airtemp in Atlanta. Beginning 
in August of 1967, he began his present employment with East 
Point Heating and Air Conditioning Company when the owner 
suffered a severe heart attack. WINDOM said he is presently 
overseeing the installation of heating and air conditioning 
equipment in a new fire station being built at the Atlanta 
Airport Extension. He said he definitely was in this area and 
was working during the first week of April, 1968.

WINDOM said he could not identify photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY as anyone he has ever met or ever known. He 
said he is definitely not a racist and has no sympathy for who 
ever killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said if he had any informa­
tion concerning such killing he would certainly volunteer it 
immediately.

WINDOM said that during his activities as a salesman 
and as a supervisor, he has probably incurred the ill will of 
various people. He stated, however, he did not know who would 
attempt to connect him with the killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and he did not know of anyone who has ever referred to him as 
•’Big Bad Windom".

He furnished the following descriptive information; 
JAMES W. WINDOM, 783 Essie Street, Southeast, Atlanta, Georgia, 
white male, born at Atlanta in Baptist Hospital,
6*  tall, 170 pounds, short gray hair, hazel eyes.

*

On 5/1/68 nt East PoinX, Georgia_____  Fite ^ AT 44-2386-/(/y^ 

SA DONALD F. TA^fft' and
by SA ROBERT K. LEWIS / RSUswo______ Da)e dictoted 5/1/68 _-------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o% the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 1°- ‘

It is noted that WINDOM does not bear a resemblance 
to the photographs of RAY and SA DONALD F. TACKITT determined 
that his fingerprints do not match those of RAY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

I t

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date _May_21_J968_____

CHARLES V. TYSON, Manager,.Hertz Rental Agency, 
Albany, Georgia, furnished the following information:

On April 19, 1968, he received a telephone call 
from an unidentified male who claimed to be calling from
Cordele, Georgia, asking if he would have a car at the 
Albany Airport for JAMES E. BODKER. The caller stated 
BODKER had a credit card.

Mr. TYSON was not present when this individual 
showed up to rent a car, but learned from two of his 
employees, WILLIAM YEOMAN, and DOTTIE OLIVER, that at 
12:15 p.m. on'April 19, 1968, a white male identifying 
himself as JAMES E. BODKER rented a 1967 Ford Galaxie, 
four-door hardtop, white over .blue, Vehicle Identification 
Number 7A56C207625, bearing 1968 Georgia License 815039.
The car was to be returned at Albany, Georgia, on April 22, 
1968, and was to be used in the vicin^^^^^^^a^y, Georgia. 
BODKER used a Shell Oil Credit Card, in rent­
ing the car. He gave his home addres^a^i^gh^South Avalon, 
Dolton, Illinois, and claimed to be manager of Suburban 
Motors, address not given. He gave Illinois Driver's License 
Number 332644533030.

The vehicle has not been returned as yet and
TYSON has made numerous telephone calls to locate either 
the car or BODNER. No warrant has been taken as yet.
He checked with Shell Oil Company at Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
was told the credit card issued to BODKER had never been
used before and was one of a promotional group mailed to 
college_s-.nl•.,•.'.-. The description given by his employees 
placed BODNER, ocyond the college age. Since, Dolton, 
Illinois, is n suburb of Chicago, Illinois, TYSON obtained
the telephone n:.".ryr of Suburban Motors in Chicago, 
Number 312-a •';'- A), 2nd called them on April 29, 1968, 
and April 30, i. ”, but received no satisfaction. He 

^talked with 2 r. ._.:,..A, who claimed to be manager of

by SA i.ARIbN ^. k--il--- - • - ——.Date dictated---------S/V.— 
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except to say BODKER was a part-time employee and was not 
there.

Mr. TYSON made available the Hertz Rental Contract 
with BODKER, and requested that it be returned to him after 
it had served its purpose.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 2, 1968

WILLIAM YEOMAN, an employee of Hertz Rental
Agency, Albany, Georgia, furnished the following information:

He was present on April 19, 1968, when DOTTIE OLIVER
rented an automobile to a white male claiming to be JAMES 
E. BODKER. He only viewed this individual for approximately 
fifteen seconds and described him as a white male, about 30 
years of age, 5'11", 165 pounds, dark brown wavy hair, 
slightly reddish tint combed back, dark complexion, slender 
build, neatly dressed wearing open neck sport shirt and dark 
slacks. He viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and stated 
that the individual he saw on April 19, 1968, as JAMES E. 
BODKER bears a close resemblance to the 1968 photograph 
of JAMES EARL RAY and a close resemblance to the head-on 
i960 photograph of RAY,

YEOMAN stated he could not be positive concerning
the i960 profile photograph of RAY. In Mr. YEOMAN’S opinion, 
the individual claiming to be BODKER could possibly be 
identical with JAMES EARL RAY.

__5A/58__at Albany, Georgia_________ Eilc # Atlanta 44-2386 -/^^

by-----
SA MARIO: :bjc Date dictated____ VV^

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency: it and its contents lire not to be distributed outside your agency.. . _________ ’____________________
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM SA Hugh Robinson Jr

SAC ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 5-2-68

subject: murkin

Re SAC, ATLANTA Memo dated 4-30-68,

The following law enforcement agencies were con­
tacted by SA Robinson concerning the maintainence of 
unidentified latent fingerprint records for comparison 
purposes as set forth in referenced memo,

Cherokee County Sheriff's Office
Canton, Ga,

Alpharetta PD
Alpharetta, Ga,

Roswell PD
Roswell, Ga,

Woodstock PD
Woodstock, Ga,

Acworth PD
Acworth, Ga,

None of the above agencies maintained such records 
which precluded any such comparison,

1 - 44-2386 
(HR)

S^G?

B10-MI

’ SEARCHED_____ INDEXED 
serialized___ men   

MAYG 1963

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rhe Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI |

Date: - . 5/2/68 I

AIRTEL AIR

Transmit the following in________________________________________ --_____________________ 1
- (Type ir. ploii-text. or code)

(Priority) 
— ,_ __* __ ^_   ^,    —- _   ~ _ .— ^.. — — —— —- -— — —— —- ■   •  —' ——    — —— “ —"

TO: , •. DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)

FROM: / A SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

RE: ' ' KURKIN

00: Memphis

Re Atlanta airtel to Bureau, 4/2 i 
San Diego airtel to Bureau, 4/30/68.

£ILI^1£J^^^
Or 5/2/63, Mr. ROBERT E. GRAHAM, 

IBM, 1600'5 Sherman Way, Van Muys, Califomi 
interviewed 'by SA GEORGE E. AIKEN, JR.

Mr. GRAHAM stated that his bro the 
was the wife of LEWIE RAYMOND DOUDA, who if 
incarcerated in the Cobb County Jail, Maric 
and was interviewed regarding association v 

; RAY by Buagents on 4/24/68.

. Mr. GRAHAM stated that LENTE RAY- 
at his residence at5419 Diversity Drive, Pf 
California, the day prior to Thank£giving,

3 - Bureau
A. - 11 emphi s (in f 0)

-------—---------- 1
__________________ J___________________,-

>/68; and

an employee of
r-C L J A'w^O

jr’s daughter 
currently

rtta, Georgia, 
ri th JAMES EARL

JORD DOUDA arrived
Ios Verdes, 
1967. This

Qp- Atlanta SEARCHED 4_|NDEXED

2 - Los Angelos SERIALIZED ^ / ...FILED

GEA/eJc
MAyY 61968 

zg FBI it-ATLANTA

1
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visit lasted until the day after Thanksgiving, 1967, 
at which time DOWDA, driving his wife’s Volkswagen, 
bearing Georgia license plates, departed with his vzife 
en route to Monterey, California.

Mr. GRAHAM stated that approximately one and a
half days later, DOWDA and his vzife returned to the 
GRAHAMs’ residence claiming he had lost his wallet 
in Monterey and was without funds. GRAHAM advised that he 
gave DOWDA sufficient funds to drive back to Atlanta, 
Georgia. •

GRAHAM, after consulting a 1967 calendar, recalled
that DOWDA arrived at his residence on 11/22/673 and stayed 
through a portion of the day 11/24/67. He left en route to 
Monterey on that date and returned to Los Angeles from 
Monterey approximately II/26/67.

DOWDA. should be reinterviewed about his
activities during the period of time when he left Los 
Angeles, California, allegedly going to Monterg^ California.

GRAHAM advised that he would consult with his
wife on the evening of 5/2/68, and vzould be available for 
relnterview on 5/3/68.

Los Angeles will reinterview GRAHAM 5/3/68, 
and will advise results.

LEAD

ATLANTA

AT^M-ARIETTA^ GEORGIA: Reinterview LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA,’ an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, concerning 
his alleged trip from Los Angeles, California, to Monterey, 
California, end the facts surrounding the loss of his wallet 
vzhile in Monterey, California.
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (4*1-38681)

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-750) -P-

RL: MURKIN

Ra Atlanta teletype to Director dated 5/3/68.

Referenced communication requesting Kansas City 
to advise Atlanta of identities of all recent releasees 
from Missouri State penitentiary from Atlanta area. These 
records reveal that the only releasee from Atlanta since 
4/1/67 is a JOHNNY VOLANTI who is now reportedly residing 
St. Louis, Missouri, area. St. Louis has been advised by 
teletype.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau 
(^Atlanta
Z-Memphis 
2-Kaneas City 
RBH j jIh •
(S)

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED
-INDEXED 

filed _
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in an effort to determine whether or not thia ie an authentic 
letter* Also* the Bureau ie requested to conduct a latent 
fingerprint examination for fingerprints of RAY. In addition, 
a typewriter examination should be conducted, as well as a 
comparison of the contents, spelling, spacing, typing ability, 
etc., to determine if RAY la the author. The Bureau la also 
requested to examine and advlee of any data pertaining to the 
paper and the envelope and to conduct all other poasible exam! 
nations to develop the fullest amount of information.

The letter has been touched by Deputy Chief HOUGHTON, 
whoso prints should bo on record; JERRY COHEN, staff writer, 
Los Angelos Times; JACK GOULDING, Assistant City Editor, and 
one HIKE 3TRAZER (or STRAUZER), also of the Los Angeles Times; 
and their female secretary. Of the male individuals Involved, 
it is believed that they have all served in the military.

The original police card is to bo returned to Los 
Angelos for return to the Los Angeles Police Department.

The Bureau is requested to advise Los Angelos of 
results.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 5/3/68

from : SA CARL E. CLAIBORNE

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Rememo of SA CHARLES S. HARDING dated 4/25/68, 
regarding contact of Klan and Racial informants, display 
of the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and interview re 
knowledge of a so-called "bounty" or "contract" for the 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The writer has contacted all 18 Klan informnts 
assigned to him and displayed photos of RAY with negative 
results. Each of the Informants have also been inter­
viewed regarding any knowledge of a so-called "contract" 
or "bounty", for the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. None of the informants could furnish any Information.

4 A - 2 3 8 6-/4
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FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL 'OHM NO. 10 
MAY I M2 IDITION
OSA GIN. MG. NO. 27

3010— VOA

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) date:

SA RAYMOND J. MICHEL

MURKIN

5/3/68

On 4/25/68, attempt to contact a Mrs. OGLESBY 
at 1898 Jonesboro Road, Southeast, Atlanta, Georgia, met 
with negative results. The house was vacant and a padlock 
was on the front door.

ADMINISTRATIVE

On 4/25/68, Mr. W. L. LANE (Protect Identity), 
Clerk, U. S. Post Office, Lakewood Station, 1590 Jonesboro 
Road, Southeast, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that their 
records did not contain an address change for an OGLESBY 
at 1898 Jonesboro Road; however, if the person had Just 
moved a change of address may have not been submitted at 
that time.

On 4/30/68, Mr. W. L. LANE (Protect Identity), 
advised that no change of address had been received for 
an OGLESBY at 1898 Jonesboro Road. He also stated that the 
route carrier, Mr. J. W. DALLAS (Protect Identity), 
advised LANE that he does not recall delivering any mail 
to an OGLESBY at 1898 Jonesboro Road, Southeast, and he 
has carried the same route for five years.

Due to the above-mentioned information concerning 
one Mrs. OGLESBY, no further investigation is being 
conducted unless additional information is received by 
the Atlanta Office concerning this matter.

©•Atlanta,
RJM:bdc 1

MAY 6 1968
FBi — AIlANIA , ---- n^
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) date: 5/3/68

FROM : SA CARL E. CLAIBORNE

subject; MURKIN

On 2/23/68, AT 1398-R advised SA 0. RICHARD 
HAMILTON that JESSE MC COLLUM, local leader of Minutemen, 
had stated that he wanted to go to his property near 
Dacula, Georgia, to locate suitable places to bury guns, 
ammunition, and food supplies for further use.

SA HAMILTON and the writer checked real estate 
records at the Gwinnett County Court House in Lawrence­
ville, Georgia, and located records pertaining to the 
property owned by MC COLLUM. This property was purchased 
from D. V. ARCHER in March of 1967, and the deed was made 
to JESSE MC COLLUM, JR. The property was described as 
44 acres lying on Franklin Circle Road and Whitley Road 
in the Harbins Community about six or seven miles Southeast 
of Dacula, Georgia.

A few days later the writer and SA HAMILTON 
were successful in locating this property and the follow­
ing is a description of directions to the property.

From the traffic light in Dacula, Georgia, turn 
right off of Highway 29 onto the Monroe Highway. Go 
about five or six miles to the Harbins Community and 
turn left on Franklin Circle Road. Franklin Circle Road 
leaves Monroe Highway and returns to it about four or 
five miles further down the road. The property is 
located at the intersection of Whitley Road and Franklin 
Circle Road and consists of 44 acres, practically all 
of which is wooded. The roads leading into the property 
are all dirt roads and the area is very Isolated. There

(^6?Atlanta

CEC:bJc 
(6)

0^44-2386)
1-170-288A 

(1-157-848

(1-157-273 (Minutemen)
(AT 1398-R) (1-157-1872 (JESSE MC COLLUM) 

(Acquisition of Firearms)

4 4 - 2 3 8 6 - -
saM»0______ INDEXED___ 7
SEBAUZED _niED ___

MAYG 1968
________ t-OI-AllANIA ,
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AT 44-2386

is only one house within a half miles of the property. 
The property itself contains an old farmhouse with the 
windows boarded up, a well house, a smoke house, a pig 
pen, and two or three other small out buildings.

There are two neighbors to this property. 
The nearest neighbor is ROY LAMAR DAVIS, who lives about 
one half mile north of the property and the other neighbor 
is D. V. ARCHER, the man who sold the property to 
MC COLLUM, who has a farm directly across the road, 
however, ARCHER's home is on Monroe Highway, where 
Franklin Circle Road turns off, a distance about a mile.

Efforts to locate ROY LAMAR DAVIS were negative 
even though three separate efforts were made. It was 
later learned that he works at Lockheed Aircraft in 
Marietta, Georgia, and his wife works at Walton Cloth­
ing Company in Loganville, Georgia.

On 5/1/68, D. V. ARCHER was located at the 
Dacula Elementary and High School in Dacula, Georgia. 
He is a school teacher, employed by the Gwinnett County 
Board of Education; however, he does not teach at the 
same school every day. He teaches at various schools. 
ARCHER stated that JESSE MC COLLUM, SR. very seldom came 
out to the farm, however, JESSE MC COLLUM, JR. comes 
out quite often.

ARCHER was shown a photograph of ROBERT BOLIVAR 
DEPUGH, National leader of the Minutemen, and also a 
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, however, he said that he 
had not noticed either of these men around the MC COLLUM 
farm. He was asked whether he had noticed anything 
suspicious around the farm recently which might indicate 
the presence of human beings. He stated that on 
Sunday, 4/28/68, he visited his farm, which is directly 
across the road from the old farmhouse on the MC COLLUM 
place, and went over to the old house and noticed that

2
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AT 44-2386

someone had broken the cover to the well. He xplained 
that the well had previously had a wooden cover on it 
which was nailed down so that no one could get into the 
well. He said this cover had been broken off. He also 
added that he had noticed buzzards circling over a part 
of the MC COLLUM place near the old farmhouse and he 
though both of these items were quite unusual. He 
added that he had noticed several cars going up the road 
into the MC COLLUM place late at night during the recent 
weeks.

On the afternoon of 5/1/68, SA HAMILTON, the 
writer, SA RICHARD H. DAVIS, and ASAC JACK KEITH 
visited the MC COLLUM farm and walked over any part 
that seemed capable of concealing a human being. It 
was obvious that no humans had been into the area in 
some time, however, there were plenty of dog tracks and 
the tracks of wild animals.

It was noted that on the back part of
MC COLLUM’s farm, there is a huge ravine which is 
heavily wooded and has a stream running through it. 
During a search of likely hiding places, which consumed 
about two to three hours, there was no evidence found 
of any human use of the area.

3
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NEC:b jc
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RE: NEIGHBORHOOD OF 14TH STREET, N. E.

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA MARION E. CHEEK on April 19, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgia:

Mrs. SHIRLEY KROON, Manager, Pennant Restaurant, 
163 14th Street, Northeast, furnished the following 
information:

She is the Manager of the Restaurant and on 
the night of April 17, 1968, at about 10:30 p.m. observed 
a white male, approximately 5’10" tall, 165 pounds, brown 
hair, brush cut, dressed in blue trousers and dark green 
short sleeved'sports shirt, buttoned at the neck, in the 
restaurant drinking a cup of coffee. At that time she 
had neither observed an artist's sketch of GALT nor had 
she heard the news releases concerning his identification. 
Later that evening she saw the 11:00 news on television 
and observed GALT's photograph. She is positive the 
individual who was in the Restaurant at about 10:30 p.m. 
was identical with GALT. She called Deputy Sheriff 
JAMES FACUETT, who told her to call the FBI. She advised 
she contacted the Atlanta Office of the FBI and an Agent 
was supposed to see her the next day, however, she was 
away from her place of business the next day and does 
not know if an Agent contacted her or not.

After seeing GALT’s photograph on television, 
she telephoned RUTH HOLMAN, a waitress at the Restaurant, 
and asked her if the individual was still there and was 
told he had left. HOLMAN is unavailable except during the 
evening hours. KROON displayed GALT's photograph to RUTH
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LINDA BROWN, Receptionist, Security Development 
Company, 235 14th Street, Northeast, and whose home address 
is 239 14th Street, Northeast, viewed the photograph of 
GALT and stated she is positive she has seen him on 
several occasions within the past month at the Piedmont 
Grill located just around the corner from 14th Street 
on Piedmont. She and her boy friend drink beer at the 
Piedmont Grill and this tavern is frequented by residents 
of that neighborhood. They have a jukebox and play a 
lot of '’hillbilly" music in this tavern. She could not 
be specific as to the dates she saw GALT nor could she 
describe his dress or companions, if any.

The following residents on 14th Street viewed 
GALT’s photograph with negative results:

BRENDA TANKERSLEY
Apartment 1 
181 14th Street

JOHN ANDERSON 
Apartment 6 
181 14th Street

LEONARD BROGDON 
Apartment 10 
181 14th Street

LOIS CROOK 
Apartment 12 
181 14th Street

No one was located in Apartments 2, 3i 5> 7, 8, 
9, or 11, 181 14th Street, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia. 
It is noted that this entire building is occupied by "hippies."
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EDGAR ORR, Apartment 4, Resident Manager at 
209 14th Street, Northeast, viewed GALT’s photograph and 
could not effect an identification.

Dr. GROVER HALL, who also has his office at 
209 l^th Street, Northeast, could not identify GALT. 
All other residents of this building were unavailable.

Miss LUCILLE VAUGHN and DAVID PEMP, 239 14th 
Street, Northeast, could not effect an Identification 
of GALT.

MAYBELL CHASTAIN, Waitress at the Piedmont 
Grill, 14th and Piedmont, viewed GALT’s photograph and 
could not effect an identification. She works from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and her husband is the owner. 
The waitresses during the evening hours are MARIE and 
JERRI; she did not know their last names.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1

Dale 5/1/68

Mr-. DONALD PARNELL, Credit Department, Shell 
Oil Company, advised he had no record of a credit card 
in the name of HAROLD J. THOME, but would check company 
records in Oklahoma to determine if such card existed. 
He stated it vzould take him two or three days to obtain 
the information for review.

On 5/1/68 at Los Angeles, California
sea^heo......... index™ ~~ ,
Yf^v <^^ 1-157^

by SA LLOYD D. JOHNSON/dIp ck 1 5/1/6.
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of th 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

'd is loaned to
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date . 5/1/^B

Mr- STEPHEN HILL, Union Oil Company Credit 
Department, advised that as their account in the name of 
HAROLD J. THOME had been let out for collection, the 
collection agency would have the most recent charges, and 
the only credit purchased they would have on microfilm 
would be of .‘purchases made prior to the time it was turned 
over to the collection agency.

4 4 -??S6 1^3

Qn g/1/68____at Los Angeles, California

by SA LLOYD D. JOHNSON/dlp_________________
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
Date 5/1/68_______________

PAUL ZANDER, Collection Manager, Union Bank, 
Ventura and Sepulveda Boulevards, stated he had accomplished 
the recovery of the 19o6 Buick, purchased by HAROLD J. THOME, 
in Atlanta, Georgia. He stated the car had been repossessed 
by the Auto Recovery Bureau, 2680 Gordon Road, Southwest, 
Atlanta, on January 1^, 1968. He stated this agency would have 
the residence and employment of THOME on file as of that date. 
ZANDER understood THOME, who has been confined in Camarillo 
State Hospital, had become a hippie type, and before leaving 
Los Angeles, had lived with a group of hippies ]on a farm 
called the ’'hog farm” near Tujunga, California. He stated 
his investigation had established THOME bad travelled about 
the United States between June, 1967 and January, 1968 for 
an unknown reason. He said THOME had Union Oil and Shell Oil 
credit cards which he had used in his travels, and'fhe Union 
Oil Company had turned their account over to the U. S. Credit 
Bureau, Los Angeles, for collection. He knew nothing of the 
Shell Oil account.

He stated the interest of the Union Bank was terminated 
when the Buick was recovered.

sE^<J»ei6_Anfk£^^
SfUIALiteO...........TFlttn.......... ..........On -—5/V68---- at • Sherman Oaks, Calif orniaFilc

. SA LLOYD D. JOHNSON/dlu by ------ ---------- ---- ---------- ----- ----- f F8.^/tU/66

to
Date dictated -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is th| p 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Hev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5/1/68

Mr. JOSEPH POWERS, Secretary-Treasurer, Barnett
Buick Company, 500 South San Fernando Road, advised the 
automobile they had sold HAROLD J. THOME had been financed 
through the Union Bank of Los Angeles and they had been 
looking for THOME. He stated the Union Bank should have 
details on the purchase of the car.

o o o (5 2/6^

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZED.

INDEXED.

..FILEDI - ......... .......I ...................

On 5/1/68 at. Burbank, California________File# Lq5- Ange Ige; ^4 - j 5/4

by LLOYD D^^IQmiSOH/dJp_________________ Date
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-04)

, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1
Date ___5/1/68__________ .

STEVEN THOME, 355 West Acacia, Glendale, son of 
HAROLD JAMES THOME, was telephonically contacted to determine 
the whereabouts of his father, who had attempted to have 
an audience with MARTIN LUTHER KING in Atlanta, Georgia 
in November, 19^7, for an unknown reason. He stated his 
father left Los Angeles, California, sometime in late 196? 
and his whereabouts have been unknown since that time. He 
stated his father had called him long distance collect on 
two occasions since Christmas, 1967. However, he did not 
know the origin of the calls and would advise this office 
when he received his telephone bill indicating the charges. 
THOME stated his father was alienated from his son TIM THOME 
and from his former wife, and would not contact either of 
them. He refused to furnish the current address or telephone 
number of his mother stating she knew nothing concerning 
HAROLD THOME'S whereabouts and he did not want her to be 
interviewed. THOME suggested contacting the Barnett Buick 
Company, who had sold his father a 1966 Buick, as he knew 
they were looking for his father.

On 4/29/68 t Lbs Angeles, California
SEARCHED, INDEXED,

■ ^A^S!^^^^ -1574

by__ SA LLOYD D. JOHNSON/dlp

7' Y 1CC3
FBI—ATLANT A/ri

Date dictated
s loaned toThis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. lit is jhe property of the F 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency/
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date -4/1/48------ --

Mr._ WILLIAM REYNOLDS, U. S. Credit Bureau, 125
South Vermont Avenue, advised they were handling the 
collection on the Union Oil Company credit card of HAROLD 
J. THOME. Mr. REYNOLDS had charged cards indicating THOME 
had purchased gasoline in the following cities on the 
following dates:

October 11, 1967 Bouse, Arizona

October 22, 1967 Hightown, New Jersey

November 1, 1967 Atlanta, Georgia

November 6, 1967 Decatur, Georgia

March 8 or 9, 1968 Van Horn, Texas

The gasoline was purchased in Van Horn for an 
automobile bearing California license KDT 651), which Mr. 
REYNOLDS said was registered with the Department of Motor 
Vehicles in California to JAMES E. SIMS, 25U 1/8 Coronado, 
Number I4O, Los Angeles. Mr. REYNOLDS stated older gasoline 
charges would be in the possession of Union Oil Company.

_________________________44 -2Sgh -1^7

On 5/1/68 a| Eos Angeles, California Filp JD^MO^^^ 
SEHIHLIZED............... FILED................

„, _^MTO^_JOHNS^________________n.i.,iti,^r&B4V

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is t|^M(>[far<y’A?tBI anctivioined to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. * ~ . -, - ..-—------ ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




