











* DPTIOMAL FOMM NO. 10 010108
MAY 1963 EDIMON

G4 OIN, MO, NO. 37

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SA ROBERT R. NICHOLS

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re memo of Supervisor CHARLES S, HARDING dated 4/22/68;
meno of SAC, ATLANTA to All Resident Agents and Road Trip
Agents dated 4/30/68; and Memphis teletype to the Bureu, Atlanta,
and other offices dated 4/22/68,

The following contacts were made in the Valdosta
RA territory and no information was obtained regarding JAMES
EARL RAY with alias ERIC GALT.

On 4/24/68, the following new car dealers were
contacted at Valdos ta, Ga,

OLIN F. WARE, partner in the Ware and Reddick Motors,
505 North Rshley Street,

CHARLES E, SHEFFIELD, Smith Motors, 108 North
Toombs Street,. :

JOHN C. OLIVER, Secretary-Treasurer of Oliver Motors,
Inc,, 1103 North Ashley Street,

CHARLES W, STEWART, assistant vice presddent,
Langdale Ford Co., 215 W. Magnolia Street,

W.G. SOUTHWELL, Predident, Sauthwell Motors, 1115
North Patterson Street,

JIM SLOAN, owner of Superior Lincoln Mercury, Inc.,
400 North Toombs Street, ,

JOHN E, THORNE, President of Johnr Tho
Inc., Wilkerson Ave,, Valdosta. -

2-Atlanta
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On 5/3/68 IORRIS STEIART, lanager ot Southorn

;“':Airwaya . Ine,,. and nanager of Nertz Rent-A-Car, 2617 ladison ,' s

ughway, 4/23/53 and 5/2/es COP WILBUR pm:znson vudosta,

| 4/23/53 and 5/2/53 sn-iﬂ J L rtrrcn, Lomdes Co., |

N Vzldofs'tam Ga,

e Valqlosta, _Ga.

5/2/ss nsn pon'mom Geergia State Patrol narracks |

4/23/68 Credit Bureau ot Valdotta, Hiss PAT GUEST

’ 8 ‘ 121 ‘ FCentrai A”.ﬁ, u],do.ta.

Ga - m :tollaung wero eontacm on 4/23/83 at V&uosta ,
AT e BOL&RD MILLEa nanager ot 'rrailways Bus 't*erninal .
Lo and Jom ‘IELLER, nanazgr of Grcyhound Bus Terninal Valdasta

N Gao St o N , . .

'j:he tollw1n¢ agomies wOro eontactoﬁ on 5/3/68

Shoriﬂ LEON ono’snt, Lan{or Co. so, Lakeland,, Ga,_._ S

cop BILL cowrs ‘Lﬁkoland pn Lakoland [

shori:tt cunixs snrri cunch c‘:onnty, lonoruua, e

cw .m' n. mncas-rsn, !onervilla pp, lcuerv:.:tle, ag.-'

llrl mn n:m'rr, Credit Burearn “of. lonorvﬂlo,

| _ lonerville Gl ; 2 SR L

R c0p .mssn: 'roum lthi.ra p:o llahira Ga. ‘

Shori:t:t mon mmnsor, Echols Co. o, Statenviue,

J! B
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OFTIONAL FOHUM HD. 10 ‘ K10-108

MAY 1943 EDITION
GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)
: SA HARRY L, LEE

SUBJECT: MURKIN

With regard to the investigation described in
Serial 1538 1n this case, taxl cab trip sheets contalning
data indicating taxl fares made to or from the l4th
Street and Peachtree Street area or to or from the
Capitol Homes area were noted.

Taxil cab trip sheets of fthe Blue and Gray
Cab Company {Courtesy Cab Company), 319 Walker Street,
Southwest, were examined., The followlng individuals
contacted on 5/2/68, advised that they could recall
absolutely nothing concerning fares taken by them from
these areas on 4/12/68.

Mr. FRED PINKARD
Cab Number 25

Mr. TOM BROWN
Cab Number 71

Mr. KENNETH RAY BRAWNER
Cab Number 30

Mr. FLOYD O, NEWBORM
Cab Number.ii

Mr. CHARLES MOWELL
Cab Number T1

Mr ,RBUBEN CASTLEBERRY
Cab Number 36

24-2386- W
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1-221 (Rev. B-20-63} y .‘ s

U. 5, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20837

Date O=-8-68

Your inguiry 5" 8"-6 8

[ ] Attached furnished in reply to your inguiry.

[[] Attached furnished in compliance with request from

DOnly record available attached.

[] Thts matter is receiving attention and you will be advised at an early date,
[} Supplementing FBI Laboratory report dated

[ ]Records FBI #
are furnished since there 1g8 a poseibility that one may pertain to the subject in whom you are interested.

] Fingerprint fiies fall to disclose

[} Contirming FBI wire of

[:]A wanted notice has not been placed as subject appears to be in custody.

|___]when you no lenger desire your notice malntained, please advise.

[____] If you determine subject to be in custody, please advise sc that your notice may be cunceled.

D Subject of your inquiry searched in name indices only. Enclosed record(s) possibly identical. If identical,
rasubmit request and wanted (or flash) notice will be placed.

] 1f 1t is determined that the subject of thia record is not the individual in whom you are i{nterested, please advise.

DYour communication i{s returnad.

(¥ Confirming Bureau telephonic conversation of 5-8-68.

X]ene.  (2) y ,_INDE;(ED ——

ALY 211968
[ copy te: FBI— ATLANTA

John Edgar
Directal
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AT 44-2386

6/8/67

6/15/67

6/23/67

7/31/67

8/4/867

8/22/67

9/15/67

10/18/67

11/20/67

11/22/¢7
12/18/6%7

1/12/68

1/24/68

2/5/68

wW.T, or BONNIE ¥,
GREEN

EVEREST G, BARNETT
DONALD G, HAMILTON
WILLIAM D, GIBBS

or EXIE C, GIBBS

MARY FORCE (W, H,
FORCE)

CLYDE P, WARREN or
LOIS H, WARREN

H, B, SIMNMS or ANNE
SIMS '

RALPH ALLEN, Duluth,
Georgia

BUNA ELLEN WADDELL
CATHERINE B, HAGGARD
LOUIS H, BETTS

J. HARRISON CARTER

JEAN E, JOHNSON
or LUTHER C, JOHNSON

WILLIAM E, MURPHY
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301 Clifton Road
394 Spring Street
(business)

Residence address 812
Virginia Avenue

638 Cooledge Avenue
625 North Highland
Avenue

925 Highland View, N.E,
1551 Sagewood Circle

Business address
425 Spring Street,
Atlanta, Georgia

No address noted
No address noted

120 westwood Circle,
Smyrna, Georgila

2492 River Oak Drive,
Decatur, Georgia

1892 East Lakeside Drive,
Decatur, Georgia

1820 Holly Hock Veriace,
Decatur, Ga.
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI JACKSVLE

1140AM DST URGENT 5/11/68  GWC
T0: DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA (44-2387)
FROM: JACKSONVILLE  (44-769) 1P

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU DATED MAY TEN LAST.
BILLY MACK WISDOM, FBI NO. SEVEN ZERO SEVEN
FIVE 7ERO SIX D, TRANSFERRED TO0 THE U.S. PENITENTIARY,
ATLANTA, APRIL ELEVEN LAST,
END
MJJ
FBI ATLANTA
@
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RN -Lieutenan’ﬁ NICHOLAS BORIS ""Hap 'v:L 1e B> and vn
at airport durmg o:t’,:r duty hours RS ;
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AT 44-2386

w. M, JACKSON, driver
AUSTIN MARTIN, driver
HUGH MOSS, driver

- CLYDE MOSS, driver
JOE COMPTON, driver
LUKE WALDEN, driver
J. W. BUSBEE, driver
T, W. BARDEE, driver
SHELTON MC CLURE, driver
F, W, SWANEY, driver

VGEORGE MCGHEE, driver
EDWARD BOLDEN, driver
TOM POWELL, driver
A, G, HINSON, driver
CRAWFORD RICE, driver

Drzvers not contacted are as follows and were
unavailable on 5/5 and 8/68. .

S, BETHEL, works 1:30 a.m. - 11:05 a.m.

J. W, DANIEL, works 2:30 a.m. - 12:05 p.m., off Tuesday
and Wednesday

M, FREEHAN works 4:20 a.m, - 1:55 p.m., bff Mbnday'and
Tuesday

W. L. JOHNSON, works 9:15 a.m. ~ 6:50 p.m. off Tuesday .
and Wednesday

GRADY COCHRAN, works 2: 50 p.m, - 12; 05 a.m. off Wednesday
and Thumday

2
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FBI SAVANNAH

FBI ATLANTA

747PM URGENT 5-10-68 LCS

To DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, CHICAGO, JACKSONVILLE, MIAMI, AND
SAVANNAH

FROM‘ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED MAY TEN INSTANT,

EXPANDED SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX CHECK CONTINUING.

ELIMINATION OF LOOK-ALIKE REPORTS CONTINUING.

BILLY MACK WISDOM, FBI NO. SEVEN ZERO SEVEN FIVE ZERO SIX
D, RECEIVED THREE YEARS SENTENCE USDC, NDGA, ATLANTA, JAN,
TWENTYNINE LAST AND TRANSPORTED TO FCI, TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

EXPANDED AIRLINE CHECK REFLECTS DELTA AIRLINES RECORDS
INDICATE SIX TICKETS REFERRED TO IN MIAMI TEL T0 DIRECTOR
MAY NINE LAST HANDLED THROUGH TRAVEL AGENCY. TEN OTHER
TICKETS IDENTIFIED AND NONE PURCHASED BY MERRON, TICKETS
HANDLED THROUGH TRAVEL AGENCIES SHOULD BE LOCATED WEEK OF
MAYy TWELVE NEXT.

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

DAL RECORDS FURTHER REFLECT JOHN WILLARD MADE RESERVATION
ON EAL ON APR. ELEVEN LAST, CHANGED FLIGHT, AND FLEW APR. TEN
LAST ON FAL AND RETURNED TO ATLANTA APR. FIFTEEN LAST ON DAL
FLIGHT NO. TWENTY. HE LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS MIAMI FOUR FOUR EIGHT
DASH 7ERO TWO SEVEN SIX AND SAVANNAH TWO THREE THREE DASH THREE
FIVE THREE ONE, ROOM FIVE TWO ONE, MIAMI NUMBER APPARENTLY IS
RESIDENCE.

JIMMY GARNER, ATLANTA, REINTERVIEWED AND AGAIN STATED IF HE
OBTAINS ANY INFORMATION OR IS CONTACTED IN ANY WAY.BY SUBJECT,
HE WILL NOTIFY ATLANTA FBI OFFICE.

ATLANTA INDICES NEGATIVE RE CARL MURPHY, JR.

JACKSGNVILLE, AT TALLAHASSEE. INTERVIEW BILLY MACX WISDOM.
FOR INFORMATION JACKSONVILLE, DOUGLAS MERRELL, MANAGER, CATACOMBS,
A HIPPIE CLUB IN ATLANTA, INDICATED WISDOM POSSIBLY INVOLVED iN
ASSASSINATION. JACKSONVILLE OBTAIN QNY’INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE
CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.

MIAMI ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY JOHN WILLARD THROUGH PHONE NO.
FOUR FOUR EIGHT DASH ZERO TWO SEVEN SIX. FOR INFORMATION MIAMI,
WILLARD REPORTEDLY BOARDED EAL FLIGHT AT ATLANTA AND ALSO
TRAVELED TO MIAMI ON EAL FLIGHT TWO SEVEN SEVEN AND THEN RETURNED
END PAGE TWO
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TO ATLANTA ON DAL FLIGHT TWENTY ON APR. FIFTEEN., APPARENT

 PAGE THREE

CONFUSION REGARDING WILLARD'S FLIGHTS WAS RESULT OF HIS MAKING
EAL RESERVATIONS THROUGH DELTA ATRLINES AT SAVANNAH.
SAVANNAH ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY WILLARD THROUGH CONTACT PHONE
THREE THREE DASH THREE FIVE THREE ONE, ROOM FIVE TWO ONF,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

SAVANNAH

MIA?I
JACKSONVILLE
CcG

ME

WASH DC
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PAGE TWO

MIAMI ADVISED IN RE TEL THAT ONE HERRAN FURNISHED EAL, ATLANTA,
CONTACT TELEPHONE NO, FIVE TWO FIVE DASH TWO SEVEN SEVEN ONE

AND THAT JOHN WILLARD FURNISHED EAL, ATLANTA, WITH CONTACT POINT

DOWNTOWNER, ATLANTA.

RECORDS OF DOWNTOWNER MOTOR INN, ATLANTA, REFLECT JOMN O,.
WILLARD, WITHEROW RD., SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING W. V. NORTON
AND CO., INC., WAS REGISTERED IN THE MOTEL IN ROOM FOUR ONE ONE
ON APR, ELEVEN LAST. WILLARD, WHO IS ONLY PERSON BY THAT NAME
REGISTERED IN MOTEL FROM MAR. SIXTYEIGHT UNTIL APR. SIXTYEIGHT,
WAS DRIVING CHEVROLET BEARING NEW YORK LIC. THREE EIGHT THREE
TVO DASH W Xx. PITTSBURGH CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO
ELIMINATE.

ATLANTA TELEPHONE NO. FIVE TWO FIVE DASH TWO SEVEN SEVEN ONE
IS LISTED TO DOWNTOWN MOTEL, THREE THREE ZERO W. PEACHTREE ST.,
ATLANTA. RECORDS OF DOWNTOWN MOTEL REFLECT THAT MARVIN W,
HERREN, ONE ZERO SIX ZERO SIX, WESTBROOKE DR., SHAWNEE MISSION,
KANSAS, REPRESENTING GORDON JOHNSON CO., KANSAS CITY, VAS
REGISTERED IN ROOM THREE TWO SIX OF THE MOTEL ON APR. NINE LAST.

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE |

KANSAS CITY, AT SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS AND AT KANSAS CITY.

| CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO ELIMINATE.
SUBJECT RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.

END

KRH/LCS
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FBI WASH DC

FB1 ATLANTA

443AM DEFERRED 5/8/68 LWG

T0 DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, DETROIT
FRCM ATLANTA (44-2386) 3P

MURKIN

BADLY DECOMPOSED BODY OF UNIDENTIFIED WHITE MALE FOUND
AT ATLANTA AIRPORT BY ATLANTA PD' NIGHT MAY SEVEN LAST IN TRUNK
OF NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR CHEVROLET BEARING NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT
MICHIGAN LICENSE D C EIGHT ONE ONE FOUR, LICENSE AND AUTO
REGISTERED TO MARY JANE SALVADORI AND JOAN MASTERS, NINE THREE
FOUR ONE NICHOLS, DETROIT, MICH, NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN MICHIGAN
LICENSE B ¥ EIGHT TWwO THREE TWO FOUND IN TRUNK. ONE RADIO NEWS-
CASTER SPECULATED BODY COULD BE JAMES EARL RAY.

FINGERPRINTS OF THIS UNKNOWN DEAD NOT IDENTICAL TO RAY,
ACCORDING TO ATLANTA POLICE DEPT. FINGERPRINT MAN, SA CARL E.
CLAIBORNE OF ATLANTA OFFICE, FORMER IDENT EMPLOYEE AND CURRENT
FINGERPRINT INSTRUCTOR, ALSO COMPARED PRINTS AND STATED DECEASED
NOT IDENTICAL WITH RAY.

FINGERPRINTS ABOARD EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT FOUR TWO
FOUR, ARRIVING DULLES AIRPORT FROM ATLANTA FIVE NINETEEN aAM,

MAY EIGHT INSTANT. PER ATLANTA PHONE CALL, IDENT DIVISION
END PAGE ONE

LS 2L ST
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PAGE THREE

IN ANSWERING PRESS INQUIRIES, ATLANTA POLICE DEPT. IS
ANNOUNCING DECEASED NOT IDENT WITH RAY BASED ON FINGERPRINT

ExAMINATION..

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

¥ASH DC

NETRCIT Sent DE 4:50AM

MEMPHIS Sent ME 4:55AM
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AT 44-~2380
MEC:jhs
2

—

ETHEL, HATHCOCK, Hanager, Credit Bureauof Cordele
JAMES DORO, Clerk, Crisp County Superior Court

LOUIS JOBE, Cordele, Georgia, Police Depariment
Sheriff EARL POSEY, Crisp County Sheriff's Office’
-Sheriff H, C, JOHNSON, Dooly County Sherifi's Office

MRS, WYNELL SMITH, Dooly County Superior Court Clerk's
Office
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AT 44-2386
MEC:jhs
1

| LATENT FINGERPRINTS

_ The following investigation was conducted by SA
MARION E, CHEEK:

Chief of Police ED FRIEND, Albany Police Department,
and Assistant Chief LESLIE SUIMERFORD, In Charge of the
Detective Bureau at Albany, Georgia, as well as Deputy Sheriff
J. A, MC DONALD, Dougherty County Sheriff's Office, were
contacted ¥ay 1, 1968, and requested to search any unidentified
latent prints they might have in unsolved cases since April of
1967 against the fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY as they appear
on Identification Order 4182, All advised they would do so.

On May 2, 1968, Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBIX)
Agent JAMES T, CAVWTHON, assigned ati Perry, Georgia, and covering
Dooly County, Georgiaj Sheriff H, C. JOHNSON, Dooly County
Sheriff's Office; Chief of Peclice LOUIS JOBE, Cordele, Georgia,
Police Department; and Sheriff EARL E, POSEY, Crisp County
Sheriff's Office, were likewise requested to search any un-
identified latents they might have in unsolved cases since

April of 1967 against the fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY.
They agreed to do so.
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AT 44-2386
2

HOLCOB stated that on the day the FBI recovered
the white iustang at a Capitol Homes parking lot, he was
inthe area and adunitted telling sone residents he had
some knowledge of the KING slaying, He denied ever telling
them that he had received 3100,000 to help the agsassin get
away, explaining that thcse residents of Capitol Homes
always twist a story around to make it more interesting, He
then advised there were actually twe Mustangs in Memphis
involved in the assassination; one was the white Mustang
recovered and the other was a black Mustang. When advised
that previous interviews revealed that he had told several
residents that the Mustang the FBI was looking for was a
white one with a red racing stripe on the rear deck, he denied
eveyr saying it and refused to talk about it anymore,

HOLCOME then stated he was currently on 12 months
State probation and had to reporit to his probation officer
every Irideay, He stated under the conditions of his
probation, he was not to leave the State of Georgia, When
advised that he had just told the interviewing Agent he
was in Memphis on the first day of his probation, he stated
"Sure, I told you, and I was there, but you don't think I'd
tell the probation officer, do you?"

HOLCCHAB further advised he really had no concern
for any law enforcement officials, and stated he felt that
way because the Atlanta Police Department oance txied to get
him to join the force, H2 said he could not be a law
enforcement officer of any sort, because he breaks the law
every day "by drinking and other things,"

-

When aslied if he were directly involved in the
slaying of KING, EOLCQOIR refused to answer the question and
said to getl the evidence first, iz stated he himself would
hsve killed KI¥NG if somesone else hadn't because Yihey were
malling tco much of a fuss over King and they didn't do it
over ¥rresident XHenpedy," HNe expnlained the "they" included
the press and everyere in ths nation, except a fevw,

WLCOLB stated he had bsen in Texos since the
aszassination of President XNINLEDY and he had heard of
information relative to th: assassination that the FBI dofﬁ\"
not know., Fz dselinsd to elzborats on this topie.any furih o
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AT 44.2386
3

When advised that his stories have many conflicts,
and that they were hard to believe, HOLCGOHB replied that
he was furnishing contradictions for the purpose of confusion
and that he did not want to tell the entire incident as he
saw it at this time,

EOLCOMB stated he goes by the name "“CURLY" and {hat
all a person has to do is cometo the area of Cherckec Avenuc
and ask for "CURLY" and they would know him, He further adviscd
he is currently working for a contractor who sub-contracts lor
the Gas Company. Hez then preduced a check stub showing date
of April 24, 1968, which indicated that ithe check for
approximnately $14,10 was for the period ending April 23, 1463,
and for 8% hours work, The check stub bove the name of R, J,
Reid Contraciing Company and had the name A, B, EOLCOMB
written in ink on the stub, HOLCOMB further advised that .
he was presently thinking of leaving that company, but had
no idea where he was going to work, Mz refused to give his
exact address, except that it was on Cherokee Avenue, VWhen
asked how he could possibly be contacted if his help were
needed, he stated he would only talk to the FBI in front of
the White Front Market and that he could be reached at
telephone number 523-3750, which is the numbzsr at his rooning
house, which is unlisted, HOLCOMB instructed that if he
were not home, the Agent could leave a message with his fricvul
who would get it to him,

HOLLOMB added that his mother, Mrs, WELCIEL and
his fathsr, JOIN HOLCONB, are seperated, but they both
knoy his residence, When advised that contactyith then
failed to reveal his address, he said he had instructed
then never to give it to anyone, '

EOLCCHB then refused to give any further iniuvr
rmation concerning hirself,

. When again reminded that he should not witiin:

any information, he repeated he wanted the FpI to AR
it out,.™
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