FD-36 (Fev. 5-22-64) . B | i - .
FBI
Date: 5/11/68

Transmit the following in . PLATYN
(Type in plaintext or code)

Vie TILETYDE | © URGENT
(Priority)

O DIKECTOR, ST, LOVIS AND BIREINGHAM
FROM  NSW ORLEANS (157-10673)
HURKIN,
% ST LOUIS TEL FOUR DIGHTHEN PH INCTANT,
- RE: Joun Paol VELAMTI
INVESTIGATION BOSSIER CITY, LOUISIANA REVEALS CHANEY
DRIVE HAS BEEN NON-EXISTENT FOR THREE *{::A%._c 15N2Y DRIVE
CONSISTED OF A FEW APARTIENTS w'ncfz WERE TORN DLOWN TERER
YEARS AGO AND REPLACED BY A .:Lrommv INY JOTEL,
| GEORGE DEMANT, MANAGER, HOLIDAY INN, BOSS
ADYISED FIVE ELEVEN INSTANT THAT LOTEL FAS EDDRESS
MAYILTOW ROAD AFD NEVER USHD CHANEY DRIVE AS AW ADD
DTUANT 861D HE EAS NEVER HEARD OF BETTYE VELANTI HES
PRITCHARD,
VIRGIL HUFF, POST OFFICE EMPLOYEE,. BOSRTER CITY, ADVISED
FIVE ELEVEN INOTANT HE NAS NO ADDRESS OR FORVARDING ADDRESS

FOR BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD,

WILLIAM THORTON, BOSSIER CITY I, ANDDEPUXY sm ¥F

1 - Yemphis o SEARCHED.._ ‘Qnéy
< . : - - 0.
~ Kansas city ' " SERIAUZ’D ll]!” T
~ Atlanta ‘ §> 1”1988

1 - New Qrleaznus e m__mum
(4) : . :

L als
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Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Reiv. 5-22-64)

-FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

" (Priority)

PAGE TWO
VOL DOOLEY, ﬂ}}VIS D ¥FIVE BLEVEN INSTAUT THEIR RECORDS

ARE NEGATIVE OW BETTYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD,

CRELIT BUREAU AT Si‘ifliﬁ';'if}iﬁbl‘é'r, LA,, WHICH COVERS

BOSESIER CITY IS CLOREDS Zis wWILL HOT BE OPENED UNTIL
POMDAY A ¥. A REVIZY OF CI}E’LRI:SHT AYD PAST CITY, TELEFHONE,
AXD CHRIBS-CROSS DIRECTORIES NEGATIVE OH BETTYE WELANTI
EE PRITCHARD,

ST. IOUIS A'Z‘ 5T, IQUI& WILL RFIX"F‘*U{VELY" JOHH PAUL
VELARTI FCR IhE“"T‘XTY AND WHEREABOUTS OT' PARENTS CR O'EE
RELATIVES OF RIS EXVWIFE BETTIYE VELANTI NEE PRITCHARD AND
HAVE THESE RELATIVES INTERVIEWED AS TO HER PRESENT WHERE-
AE{)‘O‘I‘SQ

ARVED A'H;’\_, DARGEROUS,

Approved:.

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ATLANTA

FBI ST LOUIS

33g PM URGENT 5-11-68 GMC

T0: DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY AND
NEW ORLEANS

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM TEY TO BUREAU, MAY TEN, LAST.
JOHN PAUL VEL TI, ONE SIX THREE TWO SOUTH EIGHTEENTH

STREET, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, INTERVIEWED MAY FOUR, LAST. DENIED
KNOWING OR ASSOCIATING WITH SUBJECT RAY AT MISSOURI STATE
PENITENTIARY OR ANY OTHER TIME. DID NOT RECALL EVER HAVING
SPOKEN TO RAY.

VELANTI EMPLOYED AS NEWSCASTER AND STATES HE BROADCAST

INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY FOR SOMETIME. DID NOT RECOGNIZE
NAME OR PHOTOGRAPH AS FELLOW INMATE, MSP, UNTIL RECENTLY.
ASSOCIATES FACE WITH INMATE AT MSP, BUT NO PERSONAL KNOVWLEDGE
OF RAY.

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE Two

SL 44-775

VELANTI RE-INTERVIEWED TODAY IN REGARD TO INFORMATION
FURNISHED BX\JAMES W. BROMN, BIRMINGHAM. DESCRIBES BROWN AS

et B

GOOD FRIEND WITH WHOM E{v"CELLED” AND "TDOK CARE OF". ALTHOUGH

VELANTI UNAWARE OF BROWN INTERVIEW OR SUBSTANCE THEREOF, HE
STATES BROWN IS A FRIEND AND WOULD HAVE NO REASON.TO LIE ABOUT
HIME.

WAS WITH BROWN KANSAS CITY JAIL, BUT DIFFERENT TANKS AND

DID NOT KNOW BROWN THERE. ALSO WITH BROWN MSP, JEFFERSON CITY
AND MOBERLY.

VELANTI DENIES ANY AND ALL CONVERSATION WITH RAY AS

ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY BROWN. STILL INSISTS HE DID NOT KNOW RAY.

ADMITS HE RAN POKER GAME AND LOTTERY AT MSP. HAD NUMBEROUS
INMATES WORKING FOR HIM IN VARIOUS HALLS IN CONNECTION WITH
THIS OPERATION, BUT KNEW ALL OF THEM PERSONALLY AND RECALLS
THEIR NAMES. SUBJECT RAY NEVER WORKED FOR HIM. RECALLS NO
INMATE MSP, FIRST OR LAST NAME RAY, WITH WHOM HE ASSOCIATED OR
CONVERSED AT LENGTH.

DENIES EXECUTING OR PLANNING ROBBERY OR BURGLARY OF OIL
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

SL 44-775

COMPANY OR ANYTHING ELSE IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. ADVISED IF HE
DID PLAN SUCH A JOB, HE WOULD DO IT ALONE.

| WIFE, BETTYE, NEE PRITCHARD, MARRIEb NINETEEN “FIFTYFIVE,
JUAREZ, MEXICO, LAST KNOWN TO BE RESIDING ONE TWO SEVEN ZERO

CHANEY DRIVE, BOSIER CITY, LOUISIANA. NO IDEA OF PRESENT WHERE-
ABOUTS. VELANTI DENIES EVER HAVING RESIDED IN ATLANTA. HIS

SON, JAMES, BY PREVIOUS MARRIAGE TO SHIRLEY HOLSTIEN, WAS
KILLED IN AUTO ACCIDENT, ATLANTA, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO, AT AGE
FIFTEEN. SON JAMES DID NOT LIVE WITH BETTYE, NEE PRITCHARD.

ADVISES HE, VELANTI, HAS ONLY PASSED THROUGH ATLANTA STAYING
OVER NIGHT.

DENIED BEING QUESTIONED RE KANSAS CITY GANGSTER WHEN
ARRESTED KANSAS CITY. ADVISED HE WAS QUESTIONED BY DETECTIVE
HATFIELD, KANSAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, ONLY IN REGARD TO
OFFENSE FOR WHICH HE WAS CONVICTED WHICH WAS ARMED ROBBERY OF
JOHN RINGO, OPERATOR OF DRAKE HOTEL, KANSAS CITY.

HOWEVER, VELANTI ADVISED HE TOOK "BUM RAP™ OF ROBBERY OF

RINGO IN ORDER TO AVOID DIVULGING HIS WHEREABOUTS AND PERSON
END PAGE THREE '
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PAGE FOUR
SL 44-775
ACCOMPANYING HIM AT TIME OF RINGO ROBBERY. STATED EITHER WAY
HE HAD TO GO TO PRISON IN EITHER MISSOURI OR KANSAS. WOULD
HAVE GOTTEN MORE TIME IN KANSAS.

REFUSED TO DISCUSS WHEREABOUTS, OFFENSE, OR ASSOCIATES
ACCOMPANYING HIM ON THAT DATE BECAUSE OF NATURE OF OFFENSE
AND PERSON OR PERSONS INVOLVED. ADVISED THAT ANY INVESTIGATION

INTO THIS MATTER MATTER COULD JEOPARDIZE HIS PRESENT PAROLE STATUS

EVEN THOUGH STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAS RUN ON THAT CRIME.

DENIES HAVING RELATIVES BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA. DENIES
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS GANGSTERS AD
GANGSTERS IN KANSAS CITY.

IN PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, VELANTI ADVISED "NOONEY"™ EDEN IS
JAMES EDEN. EDEN IS TONGUE-TIED AND NICKNAMED NOONEY BECAUSE
OF HIS INABILITY TO PRONOUNCE BOLONEY.

ADMITS HAVING PLANNED ESCAPES FROM MSP, BUT NEVER WITH
ACCOMPLICE. NEVER HEARD OF PRISONERS PLAN TO ESCAPE TO LIBERIA
OR HIDE OUT IN A VIRGINIA CAVE.

SUBSEQUENT TO ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, VELANTI
ADMITS FIGHTING WITH FELLOW PRISONER OUTSIDE CATHOLIC CHAPEL
END PAGE FOUR |
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PAGE FIVE

SL 44-775

MSP BECAUSE OF DEROGATORY STATEMENT MADE BY PRISONER CONCERNING
PRESIDENT KENNEDY AS A CATHOLIC. DOESvNOT RECALL NAME OF
PRISONER, AND NO CHARGES FILED.

RECALLS MANY PRISONERS DEGRADING NEGROES, BUT STATES THAT

DEROGATORY STATEMENT CONCERNING CATHOLICS NOT MADE IN HIS
PRESENCE, INASMUCH AS HE IS CATHOLIC.
IN BOTH INTERVIEWS VELANTI DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF "COOLEY™
(PHONETIC), BUT ASSOCIATES NAME AND NEGRO INMATE MSP. NEVER
HEARD OF MONEY OFFERED FOR DEATH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING.
NEW ORLEANS, AT BOSIER CITY, LOUISIANA, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW BETTYE VELANTI, NEE PRITCHARD, LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
ONE TWO SEVEN ZERO CHANEY DRIVE, REGARDING ASSOCIATION BETWEEN
VELANTI AND SUBJECT RAY; AND IF THEY WERE INVOLVED IN OIL
 COMPANY ROBBERY IN ATLANT PRIOR TO VELANTI'S IMPRISONMENT
MSP. ADVISE BIRMINGHAM RESULTS, AS NEEDED TO EVALUATE CREDIBILITY
OF BROWN, WHO HAS BEEN INTERVIEWED AND MADE ALLEGATIONS OF RAY, VELANTI
ASSOCIATION AND OIL ROBBERY.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P
END
MJJ
FBI ATLANTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F81 ST LOUIS ¢ é
616PM LRGENT 5-12-68 JLS L
T0 DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND NEW
ORLEANS .
FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN
RE No TEL T0 BU AND SL TEL T0 BU, BOTH MAY ELEVEN LAST.
RE Joﬁ§DPAUL JELANTI - JAMES W. BROWN
VELANTI REINTERVIEWED TODAY. NOW RECALLS ONE JIMMY RAYE
(PHONETIC) WM, TWENTY-SEVEN, SIX FOOT ONE, ONE FIFTY LBS, LEFT
HANDED GAMBLER AND BASKET BALL PLAYER WHO WAS INVOLVED WITH VELANTI
IN GAMBLING AT MSP. RAYE STILL AT MSP ACCORDINGTO VELANTI. RAYE
HAD OLDER BROTHER, LARRY RAYE, FORMER INMATE MSP. BELIEVES
RAYE CONFUSED WITH SUBJECT RAY BY JAMES

BELANTI ADVISES WIFE, BETIYE P ARD, AKA PRITCHMARD, PETBERSON,
. —— - re /

(PROBABLY MAIDEN NAME) AND VELANZg, EMPLOYED FOR SEVERAL YEARS AS
KEy PUNCH OPERATOR FOR LOUISIANA - ARKANSAS RAILROAD AT BOTH

SHREVEPORT AND ATLANTA., PARENTS AND REALTIV LiEVED TO RESIDE
ATLANTA. BETTYE MEMBER OF DOWNTOWN BRANM ALCOHOLICS AN {
CLUB, SHREVEPORT A. MAY HAVE B AA BER IN

’ » L aPn - /~(;'“%Ef

FRIEND OF VELANTI, JAMES4 '"JIMMY™ H., CARPENTER, FORMER MSP

INMATE, 7ERO ONE SEVEN sgx/GQE ADVISES SUBJECT RAY WELL KNOWN TO
- END PAGE ONE
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AND BELANTI.

PAGE TWO - ® ‘
44-775
HIM MSP. CARPENTER RELEASED ON PAROLE FROM MSP FIVE ONE SIXTY-
SEVEN. SAW SUBJECT RAY ON SOUTH ELEVENTH ST., SLMO ON THREE
0CCASSIONS BETWEEN MAY TEN AND SEVENTEENTH, SIXTYSEVEN.,  SUBJECT
RAY POORLY DRESSED, WEARING MUSTACHE. BORROWED TEN DOLLARS FROM
CARPENTER. STATED HE NEEDED GUN TO MAKE A SCORE SO HE COULD
LEAVE ST. LOUIS. CARPENTER GOT IMPRESSION RAY WAS THEN GOING TO
ILLINOIS. |

CARPENTER RECALLS INMATE MSP KNOWN AS C(FNU) COOLEY (PH)
DESCRIBES AS WM, FM, FORTY-FIVE YEARS OLD AT PRESENT, SIX FEET,
ONE FIFTY LBS, SLENDER, BLACK HAIR, WALKS WITH LIMP. IN MSP ON
TVO OCCASSIONS. LAST RELEASED PRIOR TO NINETEEN SIXTY WHEN SUBJECT
RAY ENTERED MSP., THIS PERSON TRIED TO BE AN INTELLECTUAL. READ
SCIENCE AND SEX BOOKS CONTINUALLY. WORKED IN KITCHEN  MSP.

_ ATLANTA ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND LOCATE WIFE OF VELANTI,
BETTYE PITTARD, AND INTERVIEW REGARDING ANY ASSOCIATION OF VELANTT
WITH SUBJECT RAY. VERIFY AND FIX DATE OF ALLEDGED ROBBERY OR
BURGLARY OF ATLANTA OIL COMPANY BY RAY AND VELANTI.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY WILL ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY JIMMY
RAYE (PH) MENTIONED BY VELANTI AS PERSON PROBABLY REFERRED TO BY
JAMES A. BROWN OF BIRMINGHAM. |
ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY COOLEY AS DESCRIBED.

NEW ORLEANS AT SHREVEPORT WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE

AND INTERVIEW BETTYE PITTARD, RE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN SUBJECT RAY

»

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.
END
ARK
FBI ATLANTA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI, ATLANTA

/
FBI DALLAS

1049AM URGENT 5-13-68 LMB
To DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND ATLANTA (44-2386)
FROM DALLAS (44-2649) 2P

MURKIN.

AT ABOUT EIGHT TWENTYAM, MAY THIRTEEN,INSTANT, DR. RICHARD W.
JONES, PRESIDENT, AMARILLO CHAPTER NAACP, AMARILLO, TEXAS, RECEIVED
TELEPHONE CALL FROM PERSON WHO REFUSED TO IDENTIFY HIMSELF. CALLER |
ADVISED HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM ATLANTA ANDVTHAT PERSON WHO MURDERED
- KING WAS AN INDIAN WOMAN DRESSED AS A MAN. STATED HER LAST NAME WAS
JOHNSTON AND THAT SHE RESIDED FIVE NIﬁE FOUR HILL STREET, ATLANTA,
* GEORGIA. CALLER STATED MRS, JOHNSTON HAD SON NAMED CHARLIE JOHNSTON
WHO WORKIED FOR ATLANTA FIRE DEPARTMENT AND THAT ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO
HE RAN OVER A SMALL NEGRO BOY IN HIS CAR IN ATLANTA. STATED CHARLIE
JOHNSTON HAD THREATS FROM NEGROES ABOUT HIS.BOY,- AGE EIGHTEEN MONTHS,
AND THAT HE SENT SON TO WHITESVILLE, ﬁ. C., FOR SAFETY.

CALLER SAID MRS. JOHNSTON RECEIVED CHECK FOR TEN_TﬁOUSAND

DOLLLARS PAID THROUGH CITY ATTORNEY, ATLANTA.
END PAGE ONE '
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DR. JONES ADVISED HE THOUGHT CALLER WAS WHITE MAN FROM VOICE
AND STATED CALLER ASKED THAT MATTER BE REPORTED T FBI IN DALLAS

'OR MEMPHIS SINCE IF REPORTED IN AMARILLO mE "GANG" WOULD KNOW THAT
HE HAD REPORTED SAME,

ATLANTA. AT ATLANTA. DETERMINE IF SUCH PERSONS EXIST AND IF
ANY POSSIBLE CONNECTION WITH MURKIN.
MEMPHIS ADVISED AM.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P
END
{LCS
FBI ATLANTA
C;
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI BIRMGHAM

130 PM URGENT 5-13-68 JGA 7

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY AND ST. LOUIS.
FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 4P

MURKIN.

RE BIRMINGHAM TELS TO BUREAU, MAY SEVEN, EIGHT AND TEN, LAST,
AND ST. LOUIS TELS TO BUREAU, MAYVTEN, ELEVEN AND TWELVE, LAST.

KANSAS CITY IS REQUESTED TO EXPEDITE INVESTIGATION REQUESTED AT
. MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY IN RE BIRMINGHAM TELS, IN ORDER THAT INFO
FROM Ex-CONVICTS BEING OBTAfhED BY ST. LOUIS, BIRMINGHAM AND ATLANTA,
MAY BE PROPERLY EVALUATED. KANSAS CITY IS REQUESTED TO SUTEL
SPECIFICALLY INFORMATION DEVELOPED RE “"COOLEY ORGANIZATION™ AND/OR
ANY PRISONER NAMED COOLEY; ALL INFO'DEVELOPED RE PRISONERS NAMED
CRAIG AND "BOSTON" AS IDENTIFIED BY EX-CONVICT THOMAS BRITTONj; ALL
INFO DEVELOPED RE ANY LOTTERIES OPERATED BY JOHN PAUL VELANTI AND HIS
ITALIAN PARTNER FROM ST. LOUIS WHO HAS GUNSHOT WOUND IN FACE. KANSAS
CITy ALSO SUTEL WHETHER SUBJECT RAY WAS EVER A "WALK BOY"™ IN "J HALL"

NOVEMBER, SIXTYSIX, THROUGH APRIL, SIXTYSEVEN, AND WHETHER R@X EVER

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO
EMPLOYED IN LICENSE PLATE FACTORY, MSP, SIXTYTHREE OR SIXTYFOUR.

" KANSAS CITY WILL ASCERTAIN IF THERE WAS EVER-A PRISONER NAMED JIMNY

' RAYE AS DESCRIBED BY VELANTI AND IF SO, FURNISH BIRMINGHAM AND
RECEIVING OFFICES BACKGROUND AND PHOTO. KANSAS CITY ASCERTAIN EXACT
DATES OF INCARCERATION FOR VELANTI,NOTING IN RE ST. LOUIS TEL, MAY
TEN LAST, VELANTI CLAIMED HE WAS IN. MSP, FEBRUARY THIRTEEN, FIFTY,
UINTIL PAROLED MARCH, SIXTYSEVEN, AND WAS SERVING TWENTYYEAR SENTENCE
FOR "NINETEEN FIFTYNINE" ARMED ROBBERY. KANSAS CITY ALSO ASCERTAIN
IDENTITIES OF RESIDENCE HALLS AT MSP AND DATES QF RESIDENCE DURING
THEIR IMPRISONMENT FOR SUBJECT RAY, AND VELANTI, THOMAS BRITTON,
JAMES BROWN AND JAMES H. CARPENTER. ASCERTAIN IF RAY AND VELANTI
EVER LIVEN IN SAME RESIDENCE HALL AT SAME TIME AT MSP.

' KANSAS ALSO SUTEL RESULTS OF INQUIRY AT KANSAS CITY PD RE
ARREST OF VELANTI. ' | '

FROM INFO AVAILABLE BIRMINGHAM AS RECEIVED FROM EX-CONVICTS AND

THAT DEVELOPED BY ST. LOUIS AS RECEIVED FROM EX-CONVICTS CARPENTER
AND VELANTI, IT APPEARS CARPENTER AND VELANTI POSSIBLY BOTH IN
POSSESSION OF ADDITIONAL NECESSARY INFO RE RAY AND THEY SHOULD BE
REINTERVIEWED IMMEDIATELY. ST. LOUIS ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN FROM CARPENTER
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

IS KNOVWLEDGE OF ALL OF RAY'S ACTIVITIES .DURING TIME CARPENTER KNEW

RAY IN MSP, NOTING CARPENTER CLAIMS HE WAS ACQUAINTED WITH BOTH
VELANTI AND RAY, ASCERTAIN IF VELANTI AND RAY WERE ASSOCIATED.
DETERMINE IF CARPENTER KNOWS A "JIMMY RAYE™ AS DESCRIBED BY VELANTI.
ASCERTAIN CARPENTER'S KNOWLEDGE OF (FNU) CRAIG, "COOLEY ORGANIZATION"
(OR ANY OTHER PRISONER ORGANIZATION WHICH OPERATED AS PROTECTIVE
RACKET FOR PRISONERS), PRISONER NAMED "BOSTON2 AND ANY LOTTERIES
OPERATED IN MSP. ASCERTAIN WHERE RAY WAS LIVING AND HANGING OUT IN
ST. LOUIS, MAY TEN THROUGH SEVENTEEN, SIXstEVEN, WHILE HE WAS IN
CONTACT WITH CARPENTER., DETERMINE HOWTN PENTER HAS BEEN IN
CONTACT WITH VELANTI IN ST. LOUIS SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM MSP AND
DETAILS OF THESE CONTACTS, SPECIFICALLY IF CARPENTER EVER ADVISED
VELANTI THAT CARPENTER HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY IN MAY, SIXTYSEVEN.
ST. LOUIS CIRCULARIZE WITH IO OF RAY LAUNDRIES AND CLEANERS IN AREA
WHERE CARPENTER SAW RAY IN MAY, SIXTYSEVEN.

' FROM VELANTI, OBTAIN COMPLETE BACKGROUND RE EACH OF HIS WIVES
INCLUDING PAST AND PRESENT RESIDENCES. ASCERTAIN IDENTITY OF PRISONER
WITH WHOM VELANTI HAD FIGHT OVER KENNEDY ASSASSINATION. IT IS NOTED

BOTH EX-CQNVICTS BRITTON AND BROWN STATE VELANTI AND RAY ACQUAINTED
END PAGE THREE '
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PAGE FOUR

WITH EACH OTHER WHEREAS VELANTI DENIES THIS ASSOCIATION, DETERMINE

ALL TELEPHONES AVAILABLE TO VELANTI AND THEREAFTER OBTAIN

TOLL CALLS CHARGED TO THESE TELEPHONES FOR PAST SIX MONTH PERIOD.
ASCERTAIN FROM ST. LOUIS PD ANY ROBBERIES COMMITTED IN MAY OR

JUNE, SIXTYSEVEN, WHICH COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY RAY,

NOTING HIS CONTACT WITH CARPENTER.

N ST. LOUIS AND KANSAS CITY ARE NOW IN POSSESSION OF RESULTS OF
ALL INTERVIEWS TO DATE BY BIRMINGHAM OF BROWN AND BRITTON AND THESE

SHOULD BE USED DURING REINTERVIEWS OF VELANTI AND CARPENTER AND
PRISON RECORDS CHECKS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
X@@@®ELS

FBI ATLANTA
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI MINNAPLS

5:00PM URGENT 5-13-68 AGL

TO “DIRECTOR 44-38861

ATLANTA 44-2386

‘MEMPHIS 44-19587

FROM MINNEAPOLIS

MURKIN

157-450

RE EASSTERN AIRLINES (EAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA

APRIL FIVE THROUGH APRIL TWELVE LAST.

To BUREAU MAY NINE AND TEN LAST.

RE MIAMI TELETYPES

MINNEAPOLIS HAS COMPLETED REVIEW OF NORTHWEST ORIENT

AIRLINES TICKETS AND NORTH CENTRAL AIRLINES TICKETS SET

OUT IN REFERENCED TELETYPES.

NO TICKET LCATED FOR JERRY HERRON OR ANY KNOWN ALIAS

OF SUBJECT.

COPIES OF TICKETS OBTAINED AND BEING FORWARDED ATLANTA

AND MEMPHIS FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE REFERENCE.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

LCS

FBI ATLANTA
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.4 ¥® NEW ORLS ‘ | ‘

226PM IRGENT 5/13/6% OLP
0 DIRECTOR, ST. LOUIS, BIRMINGHAM, AND ATLANTA

. FROM NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (P)

MURKIN.
RE ST. LOUIS TELETYPE MAY, TWELVE, LAST,

N

RE: JOHN PAUL VELANTI - JAMES W. BROWN

MYyRTIS DYER, CREDIT BUREAU SHREVEPORT, LA., ADVISED ON MAY,
THIRTEEN INSTANT SHE HAS NO RECORD FOR BETTYE VELANTI OR BETTYE
PITTARD, PETERSEN, OR PRITCHARD.

_FRANK WATSON, ALCOHOLICS ANONY&OUS,”SHREVEPORT, LA.,‘ADVISED
ON MAY THIRTEEN INSTANT HE HAS NO RECORD FOR BETTYE VELANTI,.
PITTARD, PETERSEN, OR PRITCHARD, AND DOES NOT RECALL THIS
PERSON AS A MEMBER OR FORMER MEMBER OF THE A.A. IN SHREVEPORT.

MRS. VERLIN FINCHER, KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN RR, SHREVEPORT,
ADQISED ON MAY, THIRTEEN, INSTANT THAT RR IS ALSO XNOWN LOCALLY
AS THE LA. AND ARKANSAS RR. SHE STATED BETTYE VELANTI, PITTARD,
PETERSEN, OR PRITCHARD IS NOT EMPLOYED BY THAT RR AND SHE DOES
END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

NOT RECALL HER AS A FORMER EMPLOYEE. MRS. FINCHER SAID EMPLOYMENT
RECORDS ARE LOCATED AT KNASAS CITY SOUTHERN OFFICES, KANSAS

CITY, M0., AND SHE HAD THESE RECORDS CHECKED TELEPHONICALLY ON

Ay THIRTEEN, INSTANT, AND RECORDS REVEALED FOLLOWING:

BETTYE PITTARD WAS EMPLOYED AS KEY PUNCH OPERATOR AT
SHREVEPORT, LA., FROM OCTOBER SIXTEEN, FIFTYSEVEN, TO MAY,
SEVENTEEN, FIFTYNINE, WHEN SHE FAILED TO REPORT FOR WORK AND WAS
TERMINATED. THERE IS NO INFORMATION IN THE FILE TO SHOW HER
PRESENT WHEREABOUTS. BETTYE PITTARD'S MAIDEN NAME WAS BURNETTE
AND SHE WAS BORN AT ATLANTA, GA., AND ATTENDED COMMERCIAL SENIOR
'HIGH SCHOOL, ATLANTA UNTIL ABOUT FIFTYONE. SHE WAS EMPLOYED AS
A KEY PUCH OPERATOR FOR SOUTHERN RR, ATLANTA, UNTIL ABOUT
FIFTYSEVEN. HER FATHER IS SHOWN AS GROVER W. BURNETTE, NO STREET,
ADDRESS SHOWN, ATLANTA. REFERENCES LISTED BY HER WERE WRS.
DELORAS GORMAN, ONE ONE TWO THREE STEWART AVE., SOUTHWEST AND
VRS. BARBRA WILSON, EIGHT SEVEN SEVEN BOULEVARD NORTHEAST, BOTH
ATLANTA. FORMER EMPLOYERS OF PITTARD LISTED AS COURTS AND CO.,
END PAGE THREE
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PAGE THREE
IN FIFTYFOUR, ATLANTA, GENERAL DEPOT, CONLEY, GA., IN FIFTYTHREE,
GENERAL FOODS CORP, ATLANTA FIFTYTWO, AND FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
ATLANTA, FIFTYONE. - |

| ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GA., WILL THROUGH FORMER EMPLOYER,
REFERENCES AND FATHER, LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BETTYE PITTARD
RE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN SUBJECT RAY AND JOHN PAUL VELANTI AS
SET FORTH IN RE TELETYPE AND IN ST. LOUIS TELETYPE MAY ELEVEN,
- LAST, FOUR EIGHTEEN P.M. AM COPY TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

END
, LBN
FBI ATLANTA
CLR®
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: : qsm ].;i's G&NMENT-. |
---_Memomndwm
g SAC ATLANTA 44-2386 B - ! '-_",_5‘-131-6“8'
;Méamplaiyt Clerk J?rfy R9sebbrr#”€ a |
SUB]ECT MURKIN -

C ' MRS FRANK CARTER, 3800 Northslde Drtve, N W 261 8811,
called at 10520 am today and advised that_ her yardman, CARNOR NEAL, P
, told her that his morning before 9:00 am he' plcked 1p a man at Paces .-’
- .Ferry and Northside that looked like subject RAY.: This man was et
.. standing beside a 1966 or 67 blue Chevrolet Malibu convertible. He
- ~waved for NEAL to stop and asked if he would. give him a ride home gt
’<stat1ng his car had broken down. NEAL took him to the Northside and
~ East" Conway area, near the fu'ehouse, and - the man suggested he let
: h1m out - there. _ S o

w . Mrs. CARTER and NEAL’ returned to where the car was located
'iand obtalned the 11cense number, 1968 Ga. 1-14922

mvs adeee Zo M /—5/ éi 25 ?W‘w

V//z/ /34676 5/35 or/ 7 L
Sk aiiisd " %’ v

"2-At1anta
MJDR/Jdr .

“*:ARCHED..,
’ SER!ALIZED FILED

| may'13 1988

FBl— ATL/\mA .

]3 /3 ,.

//% .,?3% /y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FQRM, NO. 10 3010-104
MAY 1982 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)(P) pate: 5/13/68

SA HARRY L. LEE

SUBJECT:

MURKIN

On the evening of 5/6/68, Mr. FRANK A. HOLLOWAY,
1266 Gordon Road, called the Atlanta Office to advise
he had some data with regard to the possible ldemtification
of JAMES EARL RAY. Mr. HOLLOWAY requested that he be contacted.

Mr. HOLLOWAY was telephonically contacted by writer
and arrangements were made to interview him the following
morning. ' :

On 5/7/68, SAs HARRY L. LEE and KENNETH R. HEINEMAN
interviewed Mr. HOLLOWAY at the Southern Rallroad Bullding,
Room 806, where he is employed in the Ticket Department.

He advised on the previoms evenlng he was an Atlanta Transit
Co. Bus No. 10, which he caught in the Five Points area enroute
to his home when he noticed an indlvidual, who was accompanied
by a woman sitting across the isle from him, He is described
as white male, approximately 35 to 40 years of age, 5' 9",

180 - 190 pounds, with auburn hair and impressed Mr. HOLLOWAY
as resembling subject RAY. HOLLOWAY explalned this individual
and the woman he was wlth were not married and when pressed
for his reason for making this statement, Mr. HOLLOWAY said
any married individual could always tell when another couple
was not marriled. He would not elaborate.

Mr. HOLLOWAY then sald that the individualwas
carrying a small suitcase and he "twitched" or jerked at
the handle continuously throughout the ride. Mr. HOLLOWAY
sald he read in Life Magazine that JANES EARL RAY had some kind

of twitch or Jerk when meeting persons and he thought th — i
was also significant. 4}}/539;5 /EYE
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AT 44-2386

The most recent of RAY was displayed to Mr. HOLLOWAY
who Ihmediately said that was not the man. HOLLOWAY did say
then that the photo he saw in the newspaper did resemble the
man on the bus. HOLLOWAY further described this man as
having aubum hair which was wavy and he sald he would, therefore,
assume that this individual might have been wearing a wig inasmuch
as this particular aspect of his physlical description did not match
that of RAY. HOLLOWAY described the woman wlith this man as
somewhat older than the man, approximately the same height
and he believed she was also wearing a wig. He advised she had
a very rough, bad complexion.

HOLLOWAY advised these two individuals got off the
bus on the south side of Gordon Street, near Brady Street,
and crossed heading toward the tavern in that area.

It would not appear that furthe inquiry in this
regard 1s warranted. It 1s pointed out that HOLLOWAY positively
stated that the most recent photo of RAY was not the same indlvidual
on the bus.
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nxmm, ¥BI (44-38861) 5/13/68
Attn: Idontuiuuoa Division
Iatent Pi: t tion

BAC, ATLANTA (M4-2386)(r)

,(éoi mrm) .

: lmlend !.’or the uunt W?Print Sectien m
. 15 unidantu'ud latent fingerprint 1ifts developed bdj
the BRome, Georgia, Police Departmsnt in their orims seens
investigations subsequent to the tm or Jm nax. M! '
escaps from’ prisen. ’ , ‘

It is nquntod mt any mmumu htcnu
 containsd on the 1ifts be comparsd with the availabdble
rinserprint. of JAMES BARL RAY, 1.0, #0182,

m 11fts. should bc ntmd to tht M‘-lmtn upan '
conpletioa of cmmtion for ;'ctum tc m Rene Poliu L
D.pamat. :

2 - Bureau (IM 15)(“)
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FBI ATLANTA . , ‘

FBI CHICAGO

43gPM URGENT 5/14/68 JLS

T0 DIRECTOR (44-38261), ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987)
AND MIAMI (44-1854)

FROM ‘CHICAGO (44-1114) 1P

MURKIN.,

RE MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY TEN LAST.

RE EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL FIVE
THROUGH APRIL TEN LAST. |

UNITED AIRLINES CUAL) TICKETS AS FURNISHED IN RETEL EXAMINED
AND NO RECORD FOR JERRY HERRON.

UAL TICKET NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FIVE FOUR ZERO FOUR EIGHT TWO NINE
WAS FURNISWED IN SIXTY SIX TO BURGESS VIBROCRAFTERS, INC., GRAYSLAKE,
ILLINOIS, AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN LONG SINCE USED. MIAMI REQUESTED TO
RE-EXAMINE TICKET NUMBERS AS FURNISHED IN RETEL FOR ACCURACY OF
ABOVE TICKET NUMBER. IF ACCURATE, CHICAGO WILL CONTACT BURGESS
TO DETERMINE WHY TFCKET USED AT THIS LATE DATE AND UNDER WHAT.
CIRCUMSTANCES AS UAL HAS NO RECORD OF USAGE ON EAL FLIGHT TWO FOUR
EIGHT.

AMCC TO NEW YORK AND MINNEAPOLIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

v 2y 2306 - 16 fﬂ'

LCS ' INDEXED...
SERIALIZEDL¢x...FILED....
FBI ATLANTA ' MAY 14 1968
- FBI—ATLANTA

@
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FBI, ATLANTA ®

-

FBI B’IR.;V!GHAM

43 A0PM URGENT 5-14-68 FAS

TO ATLANTA 44-493 AND MEMPHIS 44-1987
FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU MAY THIRTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT.

RE ELECTRA-DATE CORPORATION.

BILLY SELLERS, PRESIDENT, ELECTRA-DATE CORPORATI%N BIRMINGHAM,
ALA., ADVISED HIS COMPANY IN OPERATION SINCE FEBRUARY, SIXTYEIGHT,
IN ALABAMA, GEORGIA, TENNESSEE AND FLORIDA. SELLERS, THROUGH HIS.
COMPUTER, CHECKED ALL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AND FOUND NONE FOR
FOR SUBJECT UNDER TRUE NAME OR ALIASES. DID FIND ONE APPLICATION FOR
EVERETT S. RAY, P.0O. BOX FOUR TWO THREE ONE, MEMPHIS, TENN,, TELE-
PHOME TWO SEVEN SIX - ONE TWO ONE SEVEN. ACCORDING TO THIS RAY'S
APPLICATION, HE IS WHITE MALE, FORTYFOUR, FIVE FT, EIGHT INCHES,
ONE THIRTYSIX 1BS., MOKES AND DOES NOT DANCE. MEMPHIS IDENTIFY
AND ASCERTAIN IF IDENTICAL. | -

DATA CONCERNING SUBJECT WAS FED BY SELLERS INTO COMPUTER AND
FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS OBTAINED WHICH MIGHT BE IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT:
END PAGE ONE

JY- 230 fKST
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PAGE TwO X
{ 3
ONE. HUGH W. BRANNON, RESIDENCE ONE TWO FOUR ELIZABETH ST.,
(o 3 - € o X
N.E. ATLANTA, TELEPHONE SIX EIGHT EIGHT - TWO EIGHT SIX EIGHT, A

-—

WHITE MALE, THIRTYEIGHMT, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES, ONE SEVENTYFIVE LBS.,

NON-SMOKER, DRINKS OCCASIONALLY, DANCES AND IS SALESMAN,
¢ 3 o 6 .
TWO. DAVID TOZIER, FOUR THREE ZERO SIX NORTH SHALLOWFORD

ROAD, CHAMBLEE, GEORGIA, WHITE MALE, FORTY, SIX FT., ONE EIGHTYFIVE

IBS. NON-SMOKER, DRINKS OCCASIONALLY, DANCES.

THREE. JOHN GOLIGHTLY, JR., ONE TWO FOUR STERRETT COURT,
APARTMENT TWO SEVEN, HOMEWOOD, ALA., TELEPHONE EIGHT SEVEN NINE - FOUR
7ERO FIVE FIVE, WHITE MALE, FORTY, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES, ONE EIGHTY
1BS., NON-SMOKER, "GOOD DANCER."

FOUR. GIL QUINTELL, FOUR ONE ZERO - TWENTY SECOND AVENUE,
SOUTH, BIRMINGHAM, TELEPHONE THREE TWO FOUR - NINE THREE TWO THREE,
WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY, FIVE FT. ELEVEN IN., ONE EIGHTYFIVE LBS.,
NON-SMOKER, DRINKS OCCASIONALLY AND DANCES.

ATTLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM WILL IDENTIGY ABOVE LISTED. PERSONS TO
ASCERTAIN IF IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

BIRMINGHAM ALSO ASCERTAINED THERE ARE POSSIBLY TWO OTHER SUCH
TYPE COMPANIES IN OPERATION IN BIRMINGHAM AND THEIR RECORDS ARE
END PAGE TWO
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‘PA@"E THREE ‘ '

BEING CHECKED. Aﬁ.ANTA ASCERTAIN IF ANY SUCH TYPE DATING COMPANIES

ExIST IN ATLANTA AND CONDUCT SIMILAR TYPE INVESTIGATION,

END

LCS
FBI ATLANTA
@
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FB. MEMPHIS

FBI ATLANTA

205PM URGENT 5-14-68 LCS
TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS
FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED MAY FOURTEEN INSTANT.

EXPANDED CHECK OF SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES METROPOLITAN
ATLANTA CONTINUING. NEGATIVE TO DATE.

WANTED FLYERS MAILED THIS DATE TO ALL LAUNDRIES AND
DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE METROPOLITAN ATLANTA AREA AS
WELL AS HEADQUARTERS CITIES OF ALL RESIDENT AGENCIES IN THE
ATLANTA DIVISION.

INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT INDIVIDUAL IN DENNIS CAFE, CORNER
EVANS ST., AND MURPHY AVE., SW, ATLANTA, GA., TWO OR THREE DAYS

AFTER REV. WARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., KILLED, BUYING SEVERAL

ROUNDS OF DRINKS FOR EVERYONE IN CAFE AND TALKING EXTENSIVELY
ABOUT KING MURDER. PERSON DESCRIBED AS CLOSELY RESEMBLING
PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY. THIS PERSON IDENTIFIED THIS DATE AS
BEING JESS LEE CANIDA, ONE SEVEN ONE FIVE EVANS DRIVE.

END PAGE ONE

Y Y2756 (85>
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PAGE TWO

CANIDA ELIMINATED AS BEING IDENTICAL TO RAY. CANIDA HAS BEEN

ON ONE MONTH DRUNK AND IS AN ALCOHOLIC.

END

CORR ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END

TSd

FBI MEMPHIS

(0]

fo4

CAB
FBI WAS DC
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI ST LOUIS
1115PM URGENT 5-14-68 JLS
T0 DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA
FROM ST. LOUIS (44=775)
MURKIN.
RE AT SUMMARY MAY THIRTEEN, LAST.
ONLY INFO KNOWN TO SL RE ALLEGED ROBBERY OF OIL CO. IN ATLANTA
By RAY AND JOMN PAUL VELANTI IS BASED ON BIRMINGHMAM INTERVIEW OF
Ex-CON JAMES W. BROWN, OF DOUBTFUL CREDIBILITY, AS SET FORTH IN BH
TEL MAY TEN LAST, ONE FIVE SEVEN PM, OF WHICH ATLANTA RECEIVED COPY.
VELANTI HAS DENTED ASSOCIATION WITH RAY. VELANTI STATES SEN-
TENCED TWENTY YEARS ON FEB. ELEVEN, FIFTYNINE, FOR ARMED ROBBERY,
RECEIVED MSP, FEB. THIRTEEN, SIXTY, TRANSFERRED TO MOBERLY, MO.,
PRISON, DEC. SIXTYFOUR, AND PAROLED MARCH TWENTYONE, SIXTYSEVEN.,
NOTE RAY ARRESTED SL, OCTOBER, FIFTYNINE, FOR ARMED ROBBERY.

WOULD APPEAR ATLANTA OIL ROBBERY, IF OCCURRED, WAS EARLY

FIFTYNINE, OR PRIOR.
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P,

END
LWG
FBI ATLANTA

@

W= 106

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FGNM NO. 10
MAY 1322 ESIiTION
esa Fema (41 €Fr) 131-118

UNITED STATES GOMINMENT
_':6”.’&0/’6’;'2 'Z’/’f?
: SAC.ATLANTA (44-2386) © DATE: 4/15/68
: SPC LAWTON W. GREENE
SUBJECT: MURKIN 3

: The wrlter was - telephonlcally contacted at 5:45AM this date
by Det. DERSO. (Phoaetmé) who requested to: speak ta SA PERRY.
3
The writer connected him with SA Perry ‘at home awck at which time

he stated he had received :a phone call from a woman who stated she
- was. presently with Ray (James Earl’ Ray), at the Birmingham, Ala.

‘bus station. She stated she traveled with Ray from Atlanta to
Birmingham, where Ray te pick .up some money. At this time she

stated Ray returning and hung phone up.

 SA Perry réquested the wiiter to advise Supvr. Harding of
above and4if he felt aBbve mm should be telephonically glven
Blrmlngham office, 7
Sapvr. Harding advised and requested writer furnish above
to Birmingham office.

SPC GLENN ROTENBERRY, Birmingham advised at 5:57AM, Stated
would furmish abbve 1mmed1ately to supvr.

2-Atlanta
IWG/1lwg

| éz,(QS&oC //55’7‘.
B —

ViAY 15 1968
FB! —ATLANTA
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’ UNITEﬁ STATES GOVERNMENT
.emomndum

sac, ATLANTA uu 2386 ]ﬁf SR T vaTE] 5l1u.68

: ,f Ccﬁpl‘ain; GL, e rk Jér_;jy D;,_ Rp'ge‘belfry:: e

o

WoR. BAGWELL, Inman Liquor Store Moreland and Mcleﬂdon," |

',;~§.688 0203, cal].ed at L4: l&@ . par ‘today and adv:Lsed that for the past
 three weeks a man has- been” coming into his store that he feels -

.- resembles subject RAY. He stated this man- is*w/m, aboyt 35, ‘“6'1"
‘ -200 lbs., black ha:.r, and llves at 373 Mcl.endon apartmnt 12. )

L ,-,,-A'2>-A1-:'1ai;'té. .
-, . JDR/jdr

v 1,4 1958

. / m —ATLANTA
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« OPTIONAL FORM MO, 1 ‘ 30101 ‘
MAY 1962 EbinioN 9 9

O3A GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) paTE: 5/14/68

SA KENNETH R. HEINEMAN

SUBJECT: .
MURKIN

Re memos of Supv. HARDING, 4/25 and 5/1/68
and Miami tel to Bureau, 5/8/68.

On 4/29/68, Mrs. ANNETTE CLAY, 928 Washington
Street, Apt. 8, Atlanta, was interviewed at her place of
employment, Lithonilia Lighting Co., Cenyers, Ga., at which
time she stated that on two separate occasions, 4/15/68
and 4/24/68, she was driving out Interstate 20 east,
‘as she does ewery morning, and a man driving a plckup
truck was following her. Hach time she noticed him
she first saw him jJust east of Moreland Avenue, and he
followed her off at te second Flat Shoals Road Exit.
He even followed her into a shopping center parking lot
where she walts to meet her ride into work. On each occasion
the man wore glasses and stayed right on the tail of her car
waving at her and smiling. She would try to speed up and
slow down, but he would stay right with her. Mrs. CLAY said
she gets on the expressway at the Capltol Avenue entrance
at 6:50 A.M. every morning. She sald she thought the man
was waving at her because he had his arm across the seat of
the truck and was bobbing his hand up and down. She said he
was not looking at her but Just waving, but would look at her
when he came up beslide her car.

Mrs. CLAY described the truck am a white 1956 Chevrolet
" pick-up truck, with the tallgate painted brown, bearing 1968
Ga. license 38-1320. She described the man as a 36-year-old
white male with a fat face and reddish hailr combed straight back.
His build looked broad and heavy and he wore a short-sleeve
white shirt and no hat., She has never seen him befere nor has

SEARCHED
SERIALIZED

MAY“i41968"WWP

FBI —ATLANTA
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AT 44-2386

she seen him since the last time he followed her. When shown
a photo of subject RAY, she stated she thought he looked
something like the man who was followlng her, but she
certainly could not positively identify him as such.

Motor Vehicle Bureau records mflect that 1968
Ga. 38-1320 is issmued to a Mr. JAMES L. GEORGE, 206
Adams Street, Covington, Ga., for a 1964 Plymouth Fury,
four door, VIN 3341203556.

On the same date, it was determined from the
Ga. Department of Public Safety, G8P, Atlanta, that JAMES L.
GEORGE, 206 Adams St., Covington, is subscriber to Ga. Drivers
License 0-040692, reflecting that Mr. GEORGE's DOB 1is
that he 1s 5' 6", 145 ponnds, has brown hair worn in a crew
cut and gray eyes. It is noted that the thoto of GEORGE on the
drivers license is not at all ldentlcal with tle photo of JAMES
EARL RAY, subject.

It 18 recommended no further actlon be taken with
regard to Mrs. CLAYS complaint.

On 5/2/68, the writer went to 3150 Meadowsod Lane
Chambiade, Ga., and observed that there was no one home at
that address, but that the name ROBERT J. MILLER was on the
mallbox. In order to gain information econcerning MILLER,
the next door neighbor, Mrs. NANCY COUCH, 3156 Meadowood
Lane, was contacted. Mrs. COUCH advised ROBERT J. MILLER
moved from the house next door approximately three months
ago and sold the house, which is now being rented to another
party. She stated Mr. MILLER operated Alkon Products, Inc.,
as a business out of his home and was a salesman for that
business. She stated MILLER 13d In that house for about three
years and drove a blue Mustang. It 18 her understanding that

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

Mr. MILLER left Atlanta becauee he was transferred to the

New York Office of the company. Mrs. COUCH described
MILLER as being 6' 1"; well over 200 pounds; heavy, fleshy
bulld and when shown photo of subject RAY, she stated MILLER
bears no resemblance whatsoever to that photo. She stated
MILLER has a wife and two chlldren.

It 1s recommended no further action be taken with
regard £o ROBERT J. MILLER.

\ On 5/9/68, Mrs. WANDA ADKINS, Desk Clerk, Downtowner
Motor Inn, 231 Ivy Street, N.E., Atlanta, Ga., madd avallable
the hotel's records reflecting that a Mr. JOHN O, WILLARD
Witherow Road, Sewlckley, Pa., representing W. W. Norton
& Co., Inc., was registered into Room 411 of the hotel
on 4/11/68. He was driving a Chevrolet bearing New York
license 3832-WX. Mrs. ADKINS stated JOHN O. WILLARD was the
only WILLARD registered in the hotel from 3/68 until the present.
She recalled that he recelved a great deal of mall whille
registered in the hotel.

Teletype leads as to the above information were
set out on 5/9/68.

On 5/9/68, Mr. DWAINE MENTZEL, Bookkeeper, Downtown
Motel, 330 W. Peachtree St., N.W., Atlanta, advised that
a MARVIN W, HEEREN, 10606 Westbrooke Drive, Shawnee,Mission,
Kansas, c¢lty the Gordon Johnson Co., Kansas City, checked
into Room 326 of the motel on 4/9/68. Mr. HEEREN had no
auto and there 18 no record in the motel as to when he checked
out. Mr. MENTZEL stated HEEREN was checked into the motel
by the Desk Clerk, Mr. JOSEPH WING. Mr. WING was exhibited
a photo of subject RAY, but stated he could not assoclate

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

that photo in any way with Mp. HEEREN.

Teletype leads concerning HEEREN were set omt
on 5/9/68.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL; FORM NO. 10 4
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) : 5/14/68
~
IC MARION W, DAVIS

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re memo SA BERNARD R, BERRY 5/7/68,

On 5/13/68 Mrs. LORETTA BROOKS, Georgia State MVB,
Atlanta, Ga,, advised records her department were thoroughly
checked for 1966 and 1967 and she could locate no record of
instant 1960 Ford Thunderbird or the 1953 Chrysler ever
registered with State of Georgia.,

All records for County 15 have been sent to Florida
for card punching and will not be available for approximately
two weeks,

ATLANTA: AT WALKER COUNTY, GEORGIA

Will recontact Walker County license issuing
agent and review registration for 15J4423 to determine if
a previous license # was reflected and from whom Chrysler
purchased, Refer to Memphis teletype, Serial #1536, and
advise Memphis results by teletype,

(2?; Atlanta
MWD/cb
(2)

é

¥ 14 1yed

FBi—ATLAA
'——“””“‘s‘n&b

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2388
TLL:met
1

The following investigation was conducted by SAs
TRAVIS L. LYNCH and MARION E. CHEEK on April 18, 1858, to
ascertain if the resident of Apartment 5, 175 Olympic Place,
Decatur, Georgia, was identical with ERIC STARVO CGALT:

Efforts to locate Mr. W.C, LEE, 3754 Wieuca Road,
Atlanta, Gecrgia, owner of the apartment building at 1€5
Olympic PlﬂCv, Lecatur, Georgia, met with negative results.

Obzervation revealed that 175 Olympic Place, Decatur,
Georgia, is an eight-<unit apartment building consisting of
four units upstairs and four units downstairs. The resident
Manager in Apartment 7, name unknown, could not be located,

Mrs. MILLIE DORRIS, Apartment 2, 1692 Olympic Plsce,
De catur, who resides in the building next to 175 Olynmpic
Place, advised the photogranh of ERIC S, GALT didéd not apnear
faniliar to her, :

% Mrs. GEORGE KGLLEY, Apartment 4, 175 Olymnic Place,
Decatur, furnished the following information:

About two weeks ago a man and his wife moved into
Apartment 5, 175 Olympic Place., ©She does not know their nanes,
Neither of them work. The man's wife remarked to Krs., XELLEY
that they had been in an automobile accident; however, from ob-
servation of them she saw no indication of injuries. Mrs,
KELLEY described the man in apartment 5 as a white mcle, about
40 yecars of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 185 pounds, dark brown
hair worn in a long flattop cut.

Mrs., KELLEY stated this couple drives an older rniodel
Ford station wagon, but she has nct observed a license plate,
Mrs. KESLLYY observed a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and ad-
vised that the man who resides in Apartment 5 bears a sirong
yesemblance to GALT; however, his face appears to be a little
thinner,

Mr, MARSH JOHNSON HORNL, JR., Apartment 5, 178
Olympic Place, was contacted at his residence, and observa-
tion revnﬂlel that Mr. HOHNE dues resemble the photograph
q; FRIC STARVO GALT, but that he is not identical witn GALT

v

CHe

#y-2556 3/3’ §E
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AT 44-2386
TLL imet
HORNE is older than GALT appears, has bad teeth, and has
“brown hair which is greying. HORNE slso has a thinner
face than the face depicted of GALT in the photograph,
Mr. HORNE furnished the following information:

Mr. HORNE spent several tours of duty in the

United States Army and returned to Atlanta after comple-
tion of his last tour of dutyv. He and his wife previously
resided 2t 866 Briarcliff Road, N.E,, Atlanta; Georgia,
and moved to their present residence op April 1, 1968. He
exhibited Upnited States Arwmy Discharge papers reflecting
his Army Serial Number as _ and reflecting that he
. was in the Army from March 23, 1943, until December 7,
1947; ana from April 4, 1956, until April 3, 1959. He
also exhibited a marriage certificate, number 37174, dated
May 29, 1956, reflecting his marriage at Boston, Massachusetts,
to LUCIA SMITH, the daughter of THOMAS H, SMITH and LUCY
TRITTY. MNr, HORHE's parents were reflected as lMARSH J,.
HORNE, SR,, and LAURA TRERITTA. He also exhibited a

avison's Department Store credit card in his pname, bering
the address 866 Briarcliff Road, N.E., Atlanta, Gecrgia,
and bearing the numbers 12FD and B-3,

Mr . HODNE advised that he was arrested in 1987 in
Atlanta, Georgia, for driving under the influence, was fincd
and placed on probation, and as a result of his probation
being revoked he has served about four months séntence in
the Bellwood Prison Canmp, Atlanta, Georgia,

The following descriptive data was obtained througn
interview and observation:

Name: MARSH JOHNEON HORNE, JR,

Race: _ Vhite

Sex: Male -

Birth Date:

Birth Place: rooklyn, Kew York

Height: 6 feet

Weight: 145 pounds

Hair: Brown, greying, long
crew cut type

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-238
TLL:met

Tyes: Blue
Marital Status: Married
Vife: LUCIA FORND
Army Serial MNumber: '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



po-?zso (Rev. 8-28-58) . ‘
| DECODED COPY

k) Radio [1Teletype

URGENT 5/1L/68
TO ALL FIELD DIVISIONS
FROM DIRECTOR

MURK IN

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF
MONEY FROM APRIL 23,1967 TO APRIL L,1968, AND THE SOURCE OF
H1S MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE
DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES
AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE
AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ABSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE
DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR
UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

J¥-23 7%

[ SURCHID
SERIALI:: &7

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside th

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. ePé
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PBI BIRMGHANM ’

-’

FBI ATLANTA
726PM URGENT 5-13-6% LCS

TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS
FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED MAY THIRTEEN INSTANT.

DﬁLTA AIRLINES HAS NOT RECEIVED TICKETS SOLD THROUGH
TRAVEL AGENCIES AS YET.

EYPANDED CHECK OF SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES, ATLANTA,
CONTINUING.

BILLY MACK WISDOM INTERVIEWED AT U. S. PENITENTIARY,
ATLANTA, THIS DATE. STATES HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF
SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS AND HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY PLOT
TO KILL KING. STATED IN NOV. NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, SAW
A PERSON IN THE -FOURTEENTH ST. AREA OF ATLANTA WHO
RESEMBLED SUBJECT. WISDOM STATES ME WOULD NOT FURNISH
ANY INFORMATION EVEN IF HE HAD SUCH INFORMATION. 1IT IS
NOTED MEMPHIS DIVISION INDICATES SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS
OCT. NINETEEN THROUGH JAN. EIGHTEEN SIXTYEIGHT ESTABLISHED
AS MEXICO AND LOS ANGELES.

END PAGE OLE

\

4 y/) J 56/ §A4C
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PAGE TWO

ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY
BURGLARY OR ROBBERY IN WHICH SUBJECT MAY HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED AS FILES ARE MAINTAINED ON DATE BASIS AND
IN THE NAME OF THE VICTIM. ATLANTA AVERAGES EIGHTEEN
BURGLARIES AND THREE ROBBERIES PER DAY.

JAMES WILLOUGHBY, FORMER TENANT AT ONE ONE THREE
FOURTEENTH ST., NE, INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND DID NOT
KNOW ANYONE RESIDED IN APT. NO. TWO AT THE TIME OF
WILLOUGHBY 'S RESIDENCE. WILLOUGHBY RESIDED ONE ONE THREE
FOURTEENTH ST. APPROXIMATELY APR. ONE THROUGH APR.

TVELVE SIXTYEIGHT. ON ONE OCCASION IN EARLY APR. SIXTY-
EIGHT, HE OBSERVED THREE MEN TALKING TOGETHER ON ENCLOSED
PORCH AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST., NE. HE DID
NOT ENGAGE IN CONVERSATION WITH THEM NOR DOES HE |

KNOW THEIR IDENTITY. UPON VIEVING PHOTO OF SUBJECT,
WILLOUGHBY STATES SUBJECT POSSIBLY ONE OF THE THREE

MEN BUT NOTED HE HAS SEEN NUMEROUS PICTURES OF SUBJECT

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

ON TELEVISION AND IN NEWSPAPERS. WILLOUGHBY BEING
REINTERVIEWED TO ASCERTAIN IF HE CAN RECALL ANY FURTHER
DETAILS OF HIS RESIDENCE AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH
ST., NE.

ATLANTA DIVISION OBTAINED IN A RESTAURANT NOT FAR
FROM SUBJECT'S RESIDENCE A BROCHURE OF THE ELECTRA-DATE
CORP., NO. NINE NW TVENTYTHIRD AVE., BIRMINGHAM. THIS
BROCHURE REFLECTED THIS COMPANY ARRANGED DATES BETWEEN
INDIVIDUALS BASED ON THEIR COMMON LIKES AND DISLIKES.

BIRMINGHAM CONTACT ELECTRA-DATE CORP. DETERMINE
IF SUBJECT HAS MADE ANY INQUIRY OF THAT CORP.

ST: LOUIS REQUESTED TO FURNISH ANY SPECIFIC DETAILS
CONCERNING ROBBERY - BURGLARY SUBJECT REPORTEDLY INVOLVED
IN ATLANTA AREA. -

ADVISE IF VICTIM WAS OIL CO. OFFICE OR GASOLINE
STATION AND APPROXIMATE DATE.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

GDM

FBI BIRMGHAM

TU

JLS FBI ST. LOUIS
DGB FBI MEMPHIS
WPX FBI WASH DC
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