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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968, 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and Blackie 
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery.

DE CORE was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev. JAMES 
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19, 
1960. He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. 
He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence, 
December 20, 1966. Upon discharge, he expressed intention 
of going to his sister’s residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA 
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont, 
California. Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows:

Brother

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th ■
Melrose Park, Illinois ; .

Sister , .

Mrs. MARTHA BUTTITTO, ' 
husband - BENNIE \ 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton Grove, Illinois;

Sister ‘ i

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial •
Bensonville, Illinois;

- 138 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44^561

Niece

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois;

Cous in

PAT COLLESE 
1641 North Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois

Fiance

Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois;

Brothers

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown

Friend

Miss MARY SAWYER
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Louis, Missouri.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
EDWARD A. CARPENTER:

At East St. Louis, Illinois

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of the 
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that ANDREW WILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify 
him as having given any service at the Rescue Mission.

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that he would make this fact known 
to the FBI.
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STOW E. SYMON, Supervising Sociologist, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois on April 25, 1968, advised 
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was 
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952 
until discharged March 12, 1954. He stated RAY was confined 
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois 
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at 
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both 
arms by police bullets. No information was located at 
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars. Subject 
RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until 
discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than 
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and 
also on officers quarters detail. .

The following inmates were identified ard are set 
forth with their last known addresses furnished the prison 
at their time of release:

LEE MILLER 
Pontiac Number 19200 
6538 North Talman Street and 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois;

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, . . .
Pontiac Number 19294 
515 West 63rd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; * ■

GUS MARZAHN \
Pontiac Number 19095 
1620 West Nelson Street, 
Chicago, Illinois;

CHARLES REED • ’ ''
Pontiac Number 18492 
2286 Street •
Madison, Illinois
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B. INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES 
OF JAMES EARL RAY

‘ ■' - 145 -
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On 4/23/63, CHARLES 3. REED, was interviewed 
by fA LARRY V. GREEN concern in 3 his knowledge of the present 
location of JAL-ES EARL RAY. •'

It is noted that the referenced teletype contains 
the address of SCZD, as 223 - 6th Street, Madison, Illinois » 
This address should be corrected to show REED’s address 
as 2023 ~ 6th Street, Madison, Illinois.

. REED stated that he was st the Pontiac .State Parra,
Pontiac, Illinois, in 1252. He stated that ho entered 
Menard State Penitentiary at Chester, Illinois, in late 
1549 and was subsequently transported to Pontiac.Prison, 
Pontiac, Illinois, in late 1250, He stated- he regained 
there on a farm until he was reused Avgust 29, 1952, 
REED stated at the tine he was on the prison farm, there 
wore'about 150 persons working there, He stated that 
his job was to deliver the nail to each doroatory daily 
and that he was fmiliar generally with every parson 
located on the fam at that time,

Vhon questioned about the subject, REED stated 
that he does not recall ths name nor does he reaaabex* 
associating with a person nmied JAMES EARL RAY, He stated 
that he was familiar with the jiane since it bad been in 
the news frequently in recent clays, but it had never come 
to his attention until now that RAY may have been at 
Pontiac State Earn while ho was there. Ho further stated 
that he does not recall any particular person who •’ '
nay have been friends with the subject.* It is noted from 
the referenced teletype that subject entered the ‘ 
farm at Pontiac August 12, 1952. REED recalls that he was 
disnissed from Pontiac, August 23, 1952, He stated that 
ho was 19 years old at the tine he was on the farm. He further
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related that ho has not kept in contact with anyone
he not while at the farm and knows nothing of the whereabouts 
of any of the inmates who were incarcerated at the farn 
while he was there.

REED is described as:

Age. Approximately 33
Height 5* 6”
Weight 140
Hair Blonde, crew cut
Eyes Blue
Complexion Ruddish

Linps due to a crippled right leg
Marital

status Single, lives with his mother 
at the above noted address 

Employer Sadtaticn worker
riding on sanitation trucks
in the Eadison-Granite City, Illinois area

REED has 5 brothers living in the Madison^Granite 
City area and 1 sister. It is noted from a criminal check 
at tho Madison city PD that CHARLES E. REED has had some 
credit problems as well as being arrested for speeding 
and disorderly conduct since his release from Pontiac, 
(also from Granite City PD records)
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never 
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He 
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that this individual had not been in 
Macomb in the recent past.

On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois. A number of photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
furnished the following information:

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen ip the past.

FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned to 
; '• * ■ the Illinois State'Penitentiary "Honor Farm at Pontiac,

Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954.
He advised that there was not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time. 
FOSDYCK advised that he certainly has not seen RAY since 
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY’s 
whereabouts.

/^0 —
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On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN•WATSON, Kewanee, 
advised that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him 
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE’s parents 
were deceased, but that he believed ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 
Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE.

. . On 5/7/68 Mrs. ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 Hollis, 
Kewanee, advised that DWIGHT ROWE was her first husband’s 
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits 
her children, but has not done so since the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him mention 
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois.

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuccessful.

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROWE, 905 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, advised that he had served time at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but stated he did not remember JAMES 
EARL RAY. He stated that to the best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard of RAY was when his picture 
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so 
many different names that he could have met RAY and not 
realized it. • . .

‘ . ................... - - ........ ..........
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DAVID V.' LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Illinois, 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K. PINKSTON, 
FBI #314 7431 as a client on 2 or. 3 occasions. LANSDEN .. 
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to 
be a separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the 
races program, ’

• LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, Arkansas area.

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING.’ LANSDEN states to the 
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN 
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago. ■
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JUDITH LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television, 
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as:

Race 
Sex 
Height 
Age 
Hair 
Eyes 
Weight

White 
Male 
5’ 11" 
32 
Blonde 
Blue 
155 pounds

i

LOTT continued by saying RICE was previously 
involved in narcotics and racial matters. He attended 
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor 
CARL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10 
years ago. HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised 
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned 
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which 
drawing was from UPI Wire Photo Service.

V
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date. Anril 11, I960

BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island, 
Illinois, Police Department, by ROBERT A. WICKWHUJ and CHARMS 
E. SMITH who identified themselves as Special Agents of the 
FBI. KING was warned of his rights and he waived them as 
shown on an executed warning and waiver form,

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years 
at 102 Arlington Street, Lake Providence, Louisiana. He has 
been employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi 

• River’since he was 18 years of age. .Jie stated for the last
three, months he has been employed.as a deck hand on a towboat 
for the K.G.W. Towing Company out of Greenville, Mississippi,

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the 
Greenville, Mississippi, General Hospital, but had been 
recuperating at his home in Lake Providence, Louisiana. 
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is 
the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois, His Personnel 
Director, JERRY WILSON, with the K.G.W, Towing Company in 
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket 
from Greenville, Mississippi, to St, Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1938; however, he determined 
that all planes were full and was instructed to take a bus 
to Memphis, Tennessee, to catch a plane to St, Louis. He 
left’his home by Trailway Bus around noon on ‘April 4, 1938 
and proceeded to Memphis, Tennessee,, which is. about 175 
miles. Ho an:ivod in Memphis sometime in the afternoon . 
probably around 4:00 p.mj While at the Trailway Bus Depot, 
the riots broke out due to the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, He advised that the‘bus depot was closed. There 
was no busses allowed to Leave or enter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced td- remain in the depot all night 
long. He advised that the depot was only two or three 
blocks ’from the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where * 
KING was shot. He advised that he knows where this motel 
is located as.he had stayed there on previous occasions. 
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers 
that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Memphis and staying at 
the Lorraine Motel ,___________ ________ _________________________________

a„ 4-7-68 n, Rock Island Illinois pu., SI 44-561 ___
SA CHARLES E. SMITH ^' • '

bY SA ROBERT A. WICKWIRE L_J^_ D.». dicr.^-"-^^

This document contains neither recommendations no/ .u«clusIons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents era not to be distributed outside your agency. •
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’ KING stated that he did not slioot MARTIN LUTHER
KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not 
tell. He also stated that MARTIN LUTHER KING got just what 
he deserved and that the people in the North are getting 
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they 
caused the whole thing. When asked if he was a meuiber of 
the KKK, KING stated that he was not a member but also . 
added even if he was, he would not tell.

KING then stated during the early hours before 
daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He’recalled that the fare 
was somewhere around $4.65. When he arrived at the air­
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he 
could catcli to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was 
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left 
and he could not get on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss JERRY WILSON who then told him 
to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat. He advised that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where ho boarded a Trailway Bus for St. 
Louis, Missouri. He advised this was early in the morning 
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around noon. He then 
caught a bus from St. Louis to Quincy; however, this bus 
made many different stops and he arrived too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat. He then took another bus to Rock Island, 
Illinois, where he now awaiting for the boat which.is due to 
arrive at 12:00 midnight,. ' ." . •

KING stated that be owns a 1967 bright blue Mustang 
which is at his home at Lake Providence, Louisiana. He 
explained that the papers for this car are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, who lives approximately three 
blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this car 
from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has’ not 
had the papers changed over to his name. The car is at his 
home. KING also admitted that he owned a .38 pistol and a 
shotgun which are both at his home. ’

The following description was obtained from 
observation and interview:
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Name 
Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Address

Occupation 
Education 
Marital Status 
Employment

Mother 
Arrests

BILLY RAY KING 
Male
White

St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6'1" 
185 pounds
Dark Brown, Curly
Blue
Medium to ruddy
102 Arlington
Lake Providence, Louisiana
Deck Hand, Towboat 
Seventh Grade

Single
K.G.W. Towing Company
Greenville, Mississippi
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D. UNKNOWN SUSPECT

164
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call.

\
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I. ROBERT L. PLUNK
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KENNETH NEWBLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely 
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features, NEWBLE is of the 
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and. cannot offer 
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made 
reference to. He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he had reference to. Based on NEWBEL’s statements, after viewing 
a composite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT, no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted.
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were 
both heading for New Orleans. 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person. 

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto registration 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative. 

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as: 

Name 
Address 
Chicago, 
DOB 
Height 
Weig}).t 
Hair 
Eyes 
Drivers 

RAYMOND MITCHE·L HILLBURN 
1254 Leland, 

Illinoi�.
� / 

, :, 5' -10" 

\.160 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 

license# H41673340187 
; Suspended since 3/10/68 
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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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