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Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L. WARD, 103 Third Street, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and descri ', 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel
eyes, DOB

On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number E |

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup 
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258 
Ulis license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which 
driver’s license listed as W156623497652585. These 
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 
1968, to JAMES J, MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and describe * 10", 190 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB application reflects
he is self employed and dba j. u. mc Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois.
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him
as male, born 5* 10", 175 pounds
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.! C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff’s Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C. BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a franchise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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appeared in ’’Life" magazine and the Governor Of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that -STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to havO comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office. ’ \ *

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

' On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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'■’CH was contacted nt her home on 4/29/63

She. • advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, forv.ie.rly
of: Vandalia, Illinois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the last five years, accompanied by an 
individual who resembled JAMES (IML'RAY. It is her belief that 
C CIL HAY referred to this person as JASS RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
wa.s unable to furnish any more, specific information a.-, to the 
times or when the visits were made.

She. stated that CECIL. RAY was separated from her step­
daughter, JUDITH KARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years. 
C?.CIL RAY is believed to be employed in JCLIRT, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified Cas and Oil Coronary and was last seen 
by Mrs. ilti'CR in 1966. CECIL RAY’s parents are deceased but he 
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
name unknown. CECIL RAY was evoloyed as a bartender at one time 
at an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS.
FRENCH had no ohotogranh and could, furnish no description of 
CSCIL RAY. " ’ • • .

Ey way of background concerning MI FRENCH, her husband
EARL -FRENCH was beat to death’. \n Effingham, Illinois, in early 
1967 an 1 the case has not been, solved. •’ Urs .FRENCH resi les alone 
with her dog and according to Sheriff A. n. DITTSR, is an avid 
beer drinker. Hrs-. FRENCH did not appear to have been drinking 
at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her 
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she. knew -how 
Vr- V TX'n Fol V . _ .
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The following; investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT C. HAINES: ' •

A t Edw ar d s v i lie, .11 Tn o i s

States Attorney LEON D. .SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL KAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison 
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated 
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee-of the USPO, advisor 
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in 
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly. No re­
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during 
recent past. Tax and voter’s records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City o: 
and garbage work, advised 5-1' 
and, to his knowledge, he has

9
at Edwardsville and Alton..' There is 
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., wh. 
Packing CO. There is a half brother, 
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GI

employee in the . s tract 
s an uncle of CECIL RAY 
of JAMES EARL RAY, btt 

see at one time, he was 
brother STANLEY RAY who 
3 he works at Crane 
ICHARD RISLEY, who

had not seen or heard from CEC Li.
the last he knew he in Peori
Shite (phoenetic) Service Station, 
of independent stations. ' '

.¥ in several monies ano 
Illinois, working at a 
probably the Site brand

LEONARD BO',/LES
he had heard nothing 
no longer operates a 
tire recapping busine

of CECIL RAY advised
from him for two or three years.BO'./LES 
tavern but helps his son-in-law in the
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