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was the Missouri Apartments, Delmar Avenue, St. louis, Missouri,
across the street from St. Luke's Hospital, where he lived for
about five months until he moved to his present address,.

While in the Missouri State Penitentiary, OWENS and
RAY were never assigned in the same residence ball, nor were
they assigned in the same working area at any time. OWENS
worked the entire time in the plumbing shop in the Penitentimry.
RAY worked in the prison cleaning shop and in the bakery during
the time OWENS was in the Penitentiary. Howvever, OWEKS did
see RAY from time totime outside on the Penitentiary yard and
occasionally talked to RAY there.

There has pever been any animosity of any kind”between
OWENS and RAY and the latter has never indicated any resentment
or any cause of reseutment toward OWENS in connection with the
Kroger Store robbery or for any other reason, ERAY has always
appearad to be entirely friendly toward OWENS and has never
indicated in any way that he felt OWENS did anything wrong in
connection with the robbery or at the time of their arrest in
St. Louls.

While in the Missouri State Pernitentiary, OWENS becane
aware that RAY was apparently dealing in pills, such as
Bonzedrine &nd amphetamine, which RAY was in some manner ob~
taining ouvtside the Penitentiary and was sellipg to inmates
in the Penitentiary. OWENS occasionally saw exchange of
mnoney to RAY from other inmates. OWENS never knew the manner
in which these pills were being conveyed to RAY in the .
penitentiary but was aware that this type of practice was being
carried on by other prisoners in addition to RAY and that
there were various :eans wherein such items could be brought
into the penitentiary. It has been OWENS' general understanding
for example that sometimes guards have been used to bring in
such items, as well as relatives of the inmates on the occasilons
of their visits, or such items have been hrought in by
prisoners who work on the Honor Farm and who are not carefully
searched when returned inside the walls.
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OWENS did not acquire any knowledge as to how much
money RAY made in this practice but would estimate that he
night earn as much as $500.00 or $1,000.00 in the course
of a year or two. OWENS does not know how RAY may have gotten
his money outside the penitentiary but again is aware that
there are various means by which inmates have been able to
accomplish this,

OWERS also became aware while in the penitentiary
that RAY was apparently engaged in making small loans to
inmates, Although RAY himself did not ever comment to OWENS
concerning this business, OWENS at one time had a cellmate
who OWNENS understood had borrowed money from RAY. OWERS
understood that it was the general practice for inmates such
as RAY who made loans to receive repayment at the rate of
$3,00 for $2,00. OVWENS does not helieve on the basis of his
general knowledge and information that RAY might have accumulated
an amount such as several thousand dollars as s result of his
handling pills and loans in the penitentiary.

O¥WENS was still an inmate in the penitentiary on the
occasion when RAY, while working in the cleaning plant, attempted
to escape by putting two old ladders on the wall behind the
cleaning plant. According to what OWENS heard immediately after
this attempted escape, the ladders broke with RAY, as a result
of which he was injured, knocked out and discovered by the
prison guards,

Subsequent to OWENS release from the penitentiary, he
heard of the incident in which RAY allegedly hid out for a few
days inside the penitentiary. OWENS recalls that on one
occagion, while in the penitentiary, RAY mentioned to him that
he was too young to remain in the penitentiary and serve hia
entire sentence and RAY spoke in general terms of the
possibility that he might some day attempt to eacape. RAY
referred to no specific plans in this regard, howover.

_ During OWENS association with RAY, he learned from RAY
that prior to OWENS becoming acquainted with RAY in 1959 RAY had
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made several trips, arparéntly at least a dozen trips, to
Mexico. RAY spoke of having been ir variovus places and

the only specific places OWENS canr recall which were mentioned
by RAY were Mexico City, Veracruz, Acapulco and Nogales, RAY
did not at any time discuss with OWENS the details of his
trips to Mexico, although RAY did mention in at least one instance
that he had gone to Mexico to "cool off." RAY did not discuss
with OWENS the detalls of his activities in Mexico or who he
knew there, but did briefly mention on ome occasion that one
time when he was in Mexico City he had become involved in an
altercation with a man in an alley, who came at RAY with a
knife, at which time RAY struck the mamn in the head with a
pistol and thereafter had to leave Mexico City.

OWENS is of the belief that RAY could not speak
Spanish, despite his trips to Mexice. In that regard, OWENS
s»1d he knows a few words of Spnnish but RAY did not know ]any
Spanish,

OWENS believes that on the basis of RAY's having made
tripe to Mexico in the past, RAY might have conceivably gone
to Mexico after his escape in 1967. OWENS har also been aware
from RAY that the latier was & miliitary policemar in Germany
while in military service and OWENS would assume that RAY
might, therefore, also go to Germany.

OWENS characterizes RAY as very samart, a thinker and
not a talker, RAY plans every angle before he makes a move,
OWENS feels that upon RAY'as having escaped from the penitentiary
and even before the imcident involving the killing of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, RAY would not be eXpacted to be in contact with
relatives or previcus acquaintances at any time after the
escape.

OWENS felt, however, in the event RAY had an outside
contact who was assisting him in his illiecit traffic within
the penitentiary and who might owe either money or a favor to
RAY in connsctiion with thi. ousiness, RAY night quite logically
contact this party after bls escape.
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- &
With regard to the old man named JACK, who was

friendly with RAY in 1959, as previously referred to, OWENS

has never seen or heard of that man again since 1959 with

the exception that OWENS did hear somewhere afterward that JACK

had gone back to Menard as a Parole Violator.

OWENS has had checking acgounts at the following
banks in St. louis, since his release from the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Menard, in May, 1965:

The Jefferson-Gravois Bank, whers OWENS opened
a checking account in 1985, which was closed
in about February, 1966, whon OWENS 'unt to
California;

The Manchester Bank, where OWENS opemned an
account in January, 1967, and where there
is 8till a balance in the accouat of about
$3.00 or $4.00, the account having been
inactive in recont months,

Since October, 1967, OWENS has had a checking account at
the American Bank, DeSoto, Missouri, where he currently has an
account. ,

Except for the above, OWENS has had no banking business,
inciuding accounts of any kind, loans or safe deposit boxes,
at any other bank in St. Louis since his release from Memard in
1965,

Since OWENS' release from the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, he has had no contact of any kind,
either direct or indirect, with RAY and they have never had any
correspondence. OWENS has also had no contact whatsoever with
any of RAY's relatives, since OWENS was releamed from the
Missouri State Penitentiary. The last contact OWENS bhas had
with anyone known to him to be an associate or acquaintance of
RAY, was "BLAGE' AUSTIR, who was in the Yilinois State Penitentiary
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OWENS denied.thgt he was ever in the company of JAMES
EARL RAY at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank oi the occagion reforrod to
above or on any othgr occaaions, since OWEN's release from the
Penitentiary. : .

He repeatedly reiterated his donial that ‘he has seen
RAY or had any kind of contact with him or any knowledge of his
whoreabouts since RAY oscupod from the pquitontiury in 1965.

OWENS cannot recall ever havinz known anyone by the
name of "COOLEY," eithef in the Missouri State Penitentiary
or elsewhere and that name has no meaning or significance to
OWENS.

OWENS, without hesitation, stated he would be entirely
willing to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation if he
should at any time receive any information which amight be
of assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY and stated he would
certainly do so.
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The following is the FBI Identification Record as
of May 15, 1968, pertaining to JAMES LOAMA OWENS, also known
as JAMES LAOMA OWENS, JAMES LOMA OWENS, JAMES LONA OWENS,
FBI #1 397 707:
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SL 44-775 RE: FELLOW PRISONER -
AJR/ral JAMES D, WALLACE

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

On May 21, 1968, Mrs. JAMES D, (BETTY J.) WALLACE,
1031 Lynch, St. Louis, Missouril, who operates a small neigh-
borhood food shop at the same address, was interviewed by
SA ALBERT J, RUSHING, at which time she furnished the following
information;

Mrs. WALLACE received a letter from her husband,
JAMES D, WALLACE, an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary,
Jefferson City, Missouri, which was dated April 25, 1968, and
which included the following: "I guess you should remember
the one guy that we met that time at the bank. He's the one
that they are trying to rap that King's death on." Upon
receiving the letter, Mrs, WALLACE realized from her knowledge
of the publicity pertaining to the assassination of MARTIN
LUTHER KING that the above portion of the letter referred to
JAMES EARIL, RAY. However, the comments of WALLACE in the letter
were puzzling to Mrs, WALLACE because she bhas been unable to
recall any occasion or incident such as that which her husband
seemed to be referring to in the letter.

Mrs. WALLACE's husband was released on parole from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the spring of 1965 and was
immediately thereafter confined for about four weeks at the
Cochran Veterans Administration Hospital in 8t. Louis for
surgery of the ear. From the time of WALLACR's parole until
April or May, 1967, Mr., and Mrs, WALLACE resided together at
2244A Missouri, St. Louis, and they thereafter resided together
in the 2200 block of South Jefferson, St. Louls, until December,
1967, or Jaauary, 1968, when they moved to 1031 Lynch, where
Mrs, WALLACE coatinues to reside. They resided together at
the latter address until WALLACE was returned to the Missouri
State Penitentiary in March, 1968,

From the time of WALLACE's parole in the spring of
1965 until about the end of July, 1967, or the first of August,
1967, neither Mr, or Mrs. WALLACE had any banking business of
any kind at any bank. During that period Mrs, WALLACE is
certain they had no occasion to be at the Jefferson-Gravois
Bank in St. Louis. On July 21, 1967, Mrs, WALLACE's father
died, and she thereafter shared in proceeds from Government
savings bonds and insurance of her father. From these proceeds
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years, shoes for their children have customarily and frequently
been purchased by them at Hill Brothers Shoe Store, located on
South Jefferson nextdoor to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, When
Mrs. WALLACE and her hushand have gona together to this shoe
store, they have sometimes parked their car on South Jefferson
and on some occasions have parked it near the entrance to "
the Jefferson~Gravols Bank. Mrs. WALLACE suggested that in
the event her husband has made some error as to the occasion
when he may have seen persons at the Jeffermon-Gravois Bank
with whom he had a comversation as previously indicated, the
error might be based on some occasion when they were together
at the shoe store rather than at the bank,

From the time Mr. and Mrs., WALLACE opened accounts
at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in the summer of 19867 until
they moved to 1031 Lynch in December, 1967, or January, 1968,
there was no occasion, according to Mrs. WALLACE's recolloction,
when they went to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in an automobile,
inasmuch as they walked to the bank from their nenrhy residence
on each occasion,
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SL 44-775 Re: ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF JAMES EARL RAY
HCK:paw AT JEFFERSON-GRAVOIS BANK, ST. LOUIS,

MISSOURX, IN SUMMER, 1967,

_ Mr, A, G, ARB, Vice President, Jefferson-Gravois
Bank of.-8t. Louis, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, St. lLouis,
telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16, 1968, made available for
examination records of this bank disclosing sales of travelers
checks in the period from January 1, 1967 through August 30,
1967. 1t is noted that this bank sells travelers checks of
American Express Company, First National City Bank of New York,
and Bank of America. These records, comsisting of duplicate
copies of the application for travelers checks signed by the
purchaser, did not dieclose the sale of any travelers check to
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases,
nor did the records disclose any sale of travelers checks to JAMES
OWENS, an associate of RAY. No travelers checks sales were
disclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER, JAMES EARL RAY's brother
and sister, rgspectively. ' _ '

iMrs. MARGARET BOLMES, teller, Jefferson-Gravois Bank,
who handles the sale of travelers checks at the bank, was unable
to identity photographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her
May 16, 1968, by SA HOWARD C, KENNEDY as being identical with
anyone she has ever seen at the bank,

4
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RE: ALLEGED BANK ACCOUNT OF JAMES EARL RAY AND
ALLEGED PURCHASE OF TRAVELERS' CHECKS AT MANU-
FACTURERS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY OF ST, LOUIS,
ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI, IN 1959

Mr. HARLEY E. SCHWERING, Senior Vice President,
Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company of St, Louis, 1731 South
Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank
by SAA HOWARD C., KENNEDY on May 17, 1968, caused a search to
be made of central files of this bank for any record of =a
checking, savings, or loan account, as well as any safe deposit
box, in the names of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES 1. OWENS and
all of their known aliases, In the course of this investi-
gation only one account believed pertinent to this investi-
gaion was located. This account was in the. pame.pf JAMES
CARL O'CONNOR, last known address 1727 South.llth Street,
8t. Louis, Iissouri. Prior investigation has ‘disclosed tha
the name of JAMES O'CONNOR has been used as an alias by JA
EARL RAY and the address of 1727 South 1lth Street, 8t. Louis,
Missouri, was a prior residence address of RAY's father, JERRY
RAYNES, also known as JERRY RAYNS, and RAY's sister, Mrs.
ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER, who was then known as CAROL RYAN, .
Detailed information concerning this uccount is set rorth
elsewhere in this report.

The Bureau xdvised on May 27, 1988, that no latent finger-
print impressions were found on the signuture card of JAMES CARL
O'CONNOR in connection with the above account (said card being
designated Q 354 for identification purposes), and that because of
the presence of some characteristics which would not be explained
on the basis of the available known writings of subject, it could
not be determined whether the "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR" signature on
the cardwas prepared by the subject; however, smignificant
similarities were noted between this questioned signature and the
available known handwriting of RAY,
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RE: FELLOW INMATE '
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, 2lso known a8
Blackie DeCore,

DeCora

‘The following 1nvect1§atidn was conducted by
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S, DUKE at St Louia,
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: . _ _

Mrs. MARY LOUISE SAFYER, 1517A Cora, advisod
that she has worked as a nurse at St. Louis City Hospital #1,
1515 Lafayette, for approximately four years., She stated
that she met ANDREW WILSON DE CORE . ahout two years ago when
he was & patient at that hospital. “He was confined to the
hospital for a considerable length of time because of a
broken arm and broken leg. Mra. SAWYER advised that after
his release from the hospital and hia subsequent return to
the Nissouri State Prison at Jefferson City she wrote to
him a number of times., SAWYER advised that she was not
aware that DE CORE had been released from prison and stated
that she has no idea of DE CORE's present whereabouts. Mrs.
SAWYER examined photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that
he was entirely unknown to her. She also stated :that mone
of RAY's aliages were familiar to her.
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was killed at the age of 15 im a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta.
VELARTI was married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio,

in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950, He stated this
son never resided with his preseant wife, BETTYE.

VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned
whilein jail at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning
any gangster in the Kansag City area. He was questioned
by Detective HATFIELD, Kansas City Police Department, in
regard to the offense for which he was convicted in xansas
City. This was on a charge of armed robbery of one JORN
RINGO who at that time operated the Drake Hotel in Kansas City.
VELANTI stated ke was not guilty of this robbery; however,
he took a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his
actual whereabouts and the person or persons with vhd- he' was
associated at the time the robbery was committed. : The other
violation, according to VELANTI, was in the State of Kansas
and he would probably have received iore time than the 20
years he got in Miasouri. He 2150 wam of the opinion ut the
time that he could beat the rap in Missouri, :

VELANTI refused to discuss his actual whereabouts
at the time of the Drake Hotel robbery, the violation in
which he was involved, or the person or persons with whom he
was associated in this matter. He stated any inveatigation
in this matter could possibly jeopardize his present. parole
status even though the Statute of Liuitations has run on that -
crime,

VELANTI denied any knowlodco of the conncction
between New Orleans gangsters and gangsters in Kansas City.
He stated he has no relatives residing in Baton Rougo, Louisiana,
or Atlanta, Georgia.

VELANTI admitted having considered attempting to
escape from the MSP but never planned such an escape with
any accomplice. He denied ever bhaving heard of & prisoner's
plan to escape to Liberia or hlving a place he could hide out
in a cave in Virginia.

Subsequent to the huaapniiution'of President JORX F,
KENNEDY, VELANTI admits fighting with a fellow prisoner outside
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the Catholic chapel at the MSP because of a derogatory
statement made by this prisoner concerning President
KENNEDY as 2 Catholic. He does not recall the name of
this prisoner and no charges were filed in connection
with the incident, He denied that this individual could
have been subject JAMES EARL RAY, He does recall Father

- SCHAFER was at that time the Chaplain but understands that
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in Californis, Missouri.
The above-described 1ncident took place at the NSP. 1n
1963. .

VELANTI recalled that when he was in the M3P.
A ™all was occupied Dy Hegroeu, hovovor, he undorstands
it aow honnes trustees. . .

VELANTI stated he could rocall RADRY priioners.
making derogatory remarks concerning Negroes but he advised
that inasmuch as he is Catholic, derogatory ronarks regarding
Catholics were not made in his presence. .

When quoltionod concorning any individuals who might
dislike him and furnish false information concerning his
alleged nusociation with RAY VELA!TI mentioned the tollawinx
individuals: _

JOHNNY SHELTON, white, male, age 28, helieved
presently back in MSP on an armed robbery charge from
Kansas City, Iiasouri

MIKE NOVOGRADIC (phonotic), white, male, aze 26
believed to be doing 25 years at MSP on a charge of asaault
and molestation from Kansas City;

“BUGA RED"™ TOINSEND, white, male, doing. lifc at
MSP for killing a priest.

5
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- - JOHN PAUL VELANTI upon r'-intorvie' ou lny 12,
1968, stated after considering the matter he now rccalls

one JIMMY RAYE (phonetic), & white male, age 27, 6'1",

150 pounds, left handed, who was somewhat activo in
gambling activities at tho Nimsouri State Penitentiary

(MSP). This individual was also a basketball player

at the institution. RAYE is still believed to be at

MSP and at one time an older brother, believed to be

LARRY RAYE, was an inmate at the penitentiary. VEBLANTI

is of the opinion this RAYE may be confused with subject
JAMES EARL RAY by the person furnisking intornation rcgardiag
an association between him and subject RAY _ iy

VELANTIY recallod JIMMY RAYE (phomtsc) hlv:lng -
been in trouble in connection with a gambling debt owed to
TEX MARTIN, MSP inmate, described as a white male doing
a 25 year tontonca from Kansas City on a rape charge.
MARTIN was also active in running gambling ;nuon. VELANTI
pursuaded MARTIN to "lay off” RAYE in connection with the
gambling debt owed him., He further recalled this incident
having taken place in 1963 or 1964 at which tiwme JIMMY RAYX
was housed in c Hall while he, VELANTI, was. rutdtng &n
G Hall. _ _ _ S
VELANTI atated his wife's true name at the Vimehe
married her was BETTYE PITTARD. VWhile in MSP he corresponded
with her under this name as well as under the names BEITYE
PRITCHARD, BEITYE PETERSON and BETTYE VELANTI. Ne was not
positive but believed her maiden name to bhe PETERSON, His
wife under the name BETTYE PITTARD was employed for several
years as a key punch operator for the Louisiana -~ Arkansas
Railroad at both their Shreveport asd Atlanta offices. Her
parents and relatives are believed to reside in Atlanta. He
recalled that BETTYE was at one time a member of tha,downtown
branch of the Alcoholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport, Louisiana.
She also may havo been a member of Alcoholica Anonynous 1n :
Atlanta, :

!1th respect to a dato on which he could have been
involved committing a crime in Atlanta, VELANTI advised he
was released from the penitentiary at lLeavenworth, Kapsag;
on July 27, 1858, and picked up in Kansas City on February 9,
1959. During ‘the period between these two dates he spent nost
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of his time as an enployoe of the loﬁto Young Carnival -

which operates out of Salt Lake City. This carnival was
operated by a female, one NINA (last name unknown).

During this employment VELANTI worked under the name and
Social Security Number of a sheéep herder by the rname of

WREZ XYLOIX (pronounced RAY ZELWAH). When the carnival
closed the season in October he went to Shreveport, Louisiana,
where he resided with his wife, BETTYE, until the tiuo he
was picked up in February 1959 in Kansas City. He :tated
that he used the name XYLOIX in order to avoid possible
arrest in the State of Oregon where he was wanted for
investigation armed robbery. ~He advised that Oregon had
placed a detainer against hii upon: his release from
Leavenworth, but that he had "beat" this detainer at Leavenworth,
Kansas, and was never returned to Oregon. '

During the course of the interview VELANTI mentioned
the name of a former MSP inmate presently in the St. Louis
area, one JAMES CARPENTER, who might be in a position to
furnish information. concerning activities of subject RAY in
the MSP.
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VELANTI waw queutioned ooncerning the present whereabouts
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had mot seen
JIMMY in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817
Rutger using the name JOHN MRZZO and employed as a cook szt Clatto's
located at Eighth and Delmar. He advised he had learned CARPENTER
mAY ka ve eptered the 8t. Louls City Hospital to have an eye operation
but had been unable to locate him and he also stated that CARPENTER
had not reported to work for the last two mights st Clatw/s Restaurant.
He promised to locate CARPENTER as soon as possible and have him call
the St. Louls FBI Office,

VELANTI advised upon q‘uo-tioaug that he had heard nothing
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY

might have been involved im the armed. robhcrr of the Altom, Illinois,
Bank which occurred im July, 1967, _
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'UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2);

- BANK OF ALTON, ILLINOIS
July 13, 1967 = .

ST, LOUIS FILE; 91-3877

The following investigation was couducted by SA CLETIB
B, BIDEWELL at St. Louis. Missouri, on Iay 29, 1968:

BOB TYLER, Personnel Manager of Pardgett Printing and
Publishing Company, 2035 Delmar, advised after checking his records
that JOHN P, VELANTE obtalned employment at his conceram through
Dismas House on April 5, 1967, and that his smployment was terminated
on December 5, 1867, due to reduction in the work force. He stated
that VELANTI's work as a printing eatimater was very satisfactory
and that he attended night achool during the period of his employment
to increase his efriciency in this capacity.

Mr, TYLER advised that the enployuent records for that
concern for July 13, 1967, reflect that VELANTI punched in for work
at 7:49 AM and punchad out for lunch at 11:59 AM, He punched back

in for work at 12:47 Pﬂ and punched out at the end of the day at
6:03 PM, .

It is noted that the“rohbory of the Bank or'Alton, Illinoim,
on July 13, 1967, was committed at 1:35 PM,
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friends or relatives., He stated these individuazls were
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression
from conversing with subject RAY.

CARPENRTER advimed subject RAY furnished no information
concerning where he was staying im St. Louls and made no
mention of amsociates or relatives with whom he might be
associated or living. CARPENTER stated he did not observe
RAY in company with any other individual on any of the
above-mentioned occasions, He did state that RAY mentioned
in the conversation that he "walked out" of the MSP with .

a group of visitors from the outside. It was CARPENTER's
understanding that this was in connection with a ball'game
that had been played at the penitentiary and that the date, approxi-
S HEtEYly, RAY walked away was April 24, 1967, CARPENTER

was questioned apecifically concorning any information

he might have as to the identity of any individual amsisting
subject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish
no information whatever in this respect. He further stated
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967, and
is not in possession of any information concerning his
possible vhercubouts since that time.

CARPENTER adviged he recalled subject RAY very well
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY
as a "loner" who participated in gambling in the penitentiary.
He stated, however, that RAY spent &0 much of his time in
solitary confinement due to his attempts to escape that he
did not have much opportunity to participate in these activities.
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often
came to his, CARPENTER's, cell to converse and offer narcotics
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY's closesat associate at
MSP, CARPENTER advised that he was as close to RAY as any
innato He went on to state that based on this association
and his general knowledge of RAY it was hard for him to inagine
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying. In-
this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated
by animosity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual
who would be trusted by people wanting to dispose of KING.
He knew of no connections that RAY had while in MSP which
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would afford him access to information regarding a planned
agsassination of Dr. KING., 1t is CARPENTER's opinion

that if RAY made such connections he did so while on the
run subsequent to his eacape.

CARPENTER recalled an inmate at MSP known as
(first name unknown) COOLEY (phonetic) described as
white male, 45 years old at the present time, 6' tall,
150 pounds, slender build, black hair. He stated this
individual walked with a noticeeble limp, believed to be
in his right leg, and that the right leg was curved out
noticeably., He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP
on two separate occasions., He believes that COOLEY was
last released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP,
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen, He described
COOLEY as & "fanatic”, CARPENTER could relate no specitic
circumstances on which he based his opinion that COOLEY
was a fanatic, or what COOLEY was fanatical about. CARPENTER
merely stated that COOLEY had "way out” ideas, and that he,
COOLEY, attempted to appear as an intellectual. He fécalled
that COOLEY read science and sex books continually. Inasmuch
as COOLEY's last release wae prior to subject RAY's incar-
ceration at MSP, CARPENTER does not believe there was any"’
association between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CARPENTER
knows of no organization known as COOLEY's orgenizetion or
any group headed by COOLEY .

During the interview CARPENTER mentioned an individual
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967
was in charge of a rooming house at 1805 South 1llth Street.
CARPENTER met this individual while incarcerated in St. Louis
subsequent to his arrest on June 1, 1967. It was his recollection
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, 1967,
suspected of burglary of a tavern located near his residence
at 1805 South llth ' _

During conversation with JACK (last name unknown),
who was described as a white male, age 70, 6' tall, 200 pounds,
gray hair, subject RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not

specifically say so, CARPENTER got the impression that RAY
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was probably living with him or staying part-time with
him at 1805 South llth., He also recalled JACK mentioning
subject having a brother residing somewhere in the general
area. Although CARPENTER could not recall the brother's
name he thought it to be JOHN. JACK (last name unknown)
advised it was his understanding that subject RAY, who was
well known to him, was believed to have walked away tro-
the penitentiary following 2 ball game,

It was CARPENTER'S understanding that JACK (last
name unknown) had never done aay time in Missouri but had
spent approximately 29 years in penitentiarys in Illinois
on charges of safe cracking, robbery.arnd so forth, At the
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis on June 2, 1967, he was
extremely worried because his parole out of Illinois did
not expire for a period of two or. three more weeks.

CARPENTER stated that during his 1ncarceration
at MSP he "ran the store" for quite a period of tino._ He
is presently employed as a cook for JOHNNY CLAYTO at '18th
and Delmar Streets and plans to enter the St, Louis City -
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove
cataracts. About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St., Louis,
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau of Investigation Office
immediately in the event he obtains any information which

might be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come
in possession of money he reportedly spert during the period
subsequent to his escipe from the Missouri State Penitentiary
and prior to his recent apprehension in lLondon, England.
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AT ST, 1QUIS, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted on
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT J, RUSHING:

Mrs. MARY L, GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis City Jail,
exhibited a jail record reflecting the following information:

JAMES H, CARPENTER, 2312 Park, age 56, a laborer,

entered City Jail on June §, 1967, on charges of carrying a
concealed weapon and robbery with a dangerous and deadly
weapon. On September 29, 1967, the charge of carrying & con-
cealed weapon was removed when CARPENTER was found not guilty
by & jury on that charge. On February 16, 1968, he was sen-
tenced to one year in the City Jail (jail time allowed). He
was released from City Jail by parole on March 1, 1968.
CARPENTER indicated his nearest relative was his wife LOIS,

Mrs. GROSS advised that the record referred to above
clearly reflects that CARPENTER was continuously incarcerated
from June 5, 1967, to March 1, 1968.
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