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~ FD-780 {Rev. 8-28-58) . .

~"~ DECODED COPY

- Rgdio . [XTeletype
L51AM URGENT 1/21/69 BJP PRI B
TO DIRECTOR ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES VIA WASHINGTON

'FROM NEW. YORK ,ﬂa, g
/Hw ’QQ’ -
MURKIN - GR (00: MEMPHfs) COM!NF'EL SCLC = IS = C (00 ATLANTA)

o ‘cowFtDENTiAL SéGR@E;*WHO HAS FURNISHED RELlEABLElNFORMATION
IN THE PAST, ifEARNEE ON JANUARY ONE NINE, XiX NINE, THAT A PERSON,

‘CEF BEL‘%VES T%ﬁE A 8EG§ETARY TO CORETTA KiING, TOLD
GLC ADV!S;D THAT SHE HAD RECEIVED A CALL FROM

A MALCOL DAV} WHO CLAIHED TO BE A CGRRESPONDENT OF RADIO JAMAICA \

AND THE BRIISH BROADCASTING COMPANY IN NEW YORK CITY. SHE SAID ,&L-Q

DAVIS ADVISED HER THAT HE IS GETTING A TAPE ALLEGEDLY OF A N

WHOM THE seé

CONVERSATION BETWEEN JAMES EARL RAY AND AN UNKNOWN PERSON WHICH
WAS MADE THREE MONTHS BEFORE MARTIN LUTHER KING'S ASSASSINATION
AND-WHJGH_CONTAst,DéTAlLs OF THEMASSASS{NATIONQ SHE SAID THE
PURPOSE OF DAVIS'S CALL WAS THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO DESTURB
CORETTA KING BECAUSE AS A JoaRNALtST HE 1S APPRENTLY GOING TO MAKE

THIS TARE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBL!C “AND DESIRED TO GIVE CORETTA
END PAGE ONE
LWG/LWG
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If the mtell;gence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, itis suggested that it be suitably
parapbrased in order-to protect the Bureau s cryptographic systems.
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- THAT A JOEL

PAGE TWO ‘ / M yo0 <

KING A COPY FORMER LAWYERS, SHE CONTINUED THAT DAVIS DISCLOSED
EVY IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, HAS THE TAPE AND WILL

.~ BE FORWARDANG IT TO HIM. SHE SAID THE TAPE IS SUPPOSED TO DETAILS
OF A PAYOFF PLAN, i |

LEVlsﬁN ADVISED CORETTA KING'S SECRETARY TO OONTACT DAVIS IN-
A FEW QAYS TO SEE IF HE HAS RECEIVED THE TAPE. HE SAID THEN SHE

 GOGLD dUDGE DAV!S'S REAGTION AND PERHAPS HE, LEVISON, WOULD THEN

GET INTO THE MATTER, HE SAID HE FELT HE SHOULD NOT INTERVENE AT THE
PRESENT BECAUSE IT MIGHT UPSET RELATIONS BETWEEN CORETTA KING AND

DAVIS IN THE EVENT DAVIg HAS SOMETHING OF VALUE.

THE SOURCE ALSO WEARNED THAT §§VEE§1J%JS°USSED THE OFFER OF THE
TAPE WITH HARRY “WACY ELﬂu§~; YORK CITY ATTORNEY AND ADVISQR T0

SCLC. WACHTEL'Sk'OSITIGN WAS THAT AS MEMBERS OF THE BAR THEY SHOULD
NOT GET INVOLVED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO BE PUT IN THE POSITION
OF SUPPRESSING EVIDENCE. HE SAID THEY SHOULD NOT BE PLACED IN THE
POSITION OF DIGNIFYING THE TAPE BY ENTERING NEGOTIATIONS FOR IT.
THEY AGREED THAT CORETTA KING'S SECRETARY SHOULD HANDLE ANY
NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT WHEN DAVIS SENDS THE TAPE TO CORETTA KING THEY
WOULD LISTEN TO T AND TAKE THE NEGESSARY ACTION.

END PAGE TWO |
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PAGE THREE

A SECOND comF:bENTtAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED REL IABLE
INFORMATION IN THE pAST; tﬂiAPR}L'SIX EdUé DEséR|BED‘sTANLEY
LEVISON AS A  SEGRET MEMBER TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY AS OF JULY SIX

A TH{#D éow#xDENTlAL SOURCE,’WHOfHAS FURNISHEBLREL!ABLE
INFGBMATION IN THE PAST ON DEGEMBER‘FOUR FOUR FURNISHED INFORMATION
| "VHJQH?REVEALED‘THAT THE NAME HARRY WACHTEL WAS ON A LIST OF NAMES,
ﬁ vSléNlF!CANCE.UNKNOWN,-MAINTAINED AT THE HEADQUARTERS,OF THE KINGS
kxaunxxx couNTvecoumﬁwxsT PARTY,'Tw0 s|x’eoUR?'sTREET, BROOKLYN,

NEW YORK. e B Ta
ADMINISTRAT I VE : S
THE FIRST SOURGE lS’NEﬁfYORK,THREE.EIGHT ONE ZERO DASH § #o
THE SECOND SOURCE IS NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH § #, AND THE
THIRD SOURCE IS FORMER NEW YORK ONE ONE NINE ZERO DASH S,
THIS INFORMATIONvIS‘TO BE”CLK§StF|ED NSECRET" BECAUSE IT CONTANS
INFORMAT |ON FROM NEW YORK THREE EIGHT ONE 7ERO DASH S% AND BECAUSE
OF THE INFORMATION FROM NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH §% USED IN THE
CHARACTERIZATION gF LEVISON.
» ORMATION OF ATLANTA THE PERSON WHO CONTACTED LEVISON

FOR THE I}
o [/ ‘
WAS A FRAN LYCAS (PHONETIC).
FOR 74£|NFORMAT10N OF BOS ANGELES, FRAN LUCAS SAID THAT

MALCOLM DAVIS FURNISHED THE TEEEPHONE NUMBER OF JOEL LEVY (PHONETIC)
IN GALIFORNIA AS TWO ONE THREE DASH SEVEN EIGHT ONE DASH EIGHT THREE
THREE TWO, LOS ANGELES RS REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY JOEL LEVY.

END e ‘
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1/21/69
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (L44-33861 AND 100-43379L)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (U4-493 AND 100-14919k)
S e kTN R (00: MEMPHIS) COMINFIL SCLC IS-C
(00 :ATLANTA) L - 2 < #ls
RE NEW YORK TEL ONE TWENTY SIXTY NINE.
MALCOLM DAVIS, MENTIONED IN RE TEL, RESIDES ONE FORTY
TWO EAST FORTY NINH ST., NYC, AND IS SUBSCRIBER TO UN-
LISTED TELEPHONE NUMBER PL NINE - SEVEN FIVE FOUR SIX.
NEW YORK INDICES REFLECT NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. JAMES
BUTLER, VICE COUNSEL, BIRTISH CONSULATE EIGHT FORTY FIVE
THIRD AVE., NYC, ADVISED MALCOLM DAVIS IS KNOWN TO THEM 8
FORMERLY WITH BBC BUT IS NOW A FREE - LANCE WRITER WHO MAKES
OOCASIONAL TV APPEARANCES WHENEVER THERE IS NEED FOR PERSON
WITH FRONOUNCED BRITISH ACCENT.

AIR MAIL C%IES SENT ATLANTA, MEMFPHIS AND LOS ANGELES.

. CLASSIFI By 6080, ¢-15-77 XeDS 2, INDEFINITE,

~ Atlanta (AM) (RM 4

- Memphis &AM; RM
1- Los Angeles (AM) (RM)
1l- New York
JPOC:tf )] 2= g
(5) | é/l/ JSEC-/F7
1- Supv. #43 ‘ _ANB. g f

e
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

—Life’ Called Key—
To Ray Informing

By PHILIP GAILEY

Wﬂham Bradford Huie, the

Farl Ray, said Sunday night the government’s only chance of|
“turning - Ray into an informer” is to promise him a life sen-
“tence instead of death if he is
late Martin Luther King Jr.

Huie, the not-
ed Alabama
author who pur-
chased exclu-
sive rights to
Ray’s story,
said he believes
King’s assas-
sination in
M e m phis,
Tenn., " last
B April 4 was a
W.B.Huie  ‘“‘cons piracy”
and that Ray’s testimony is

. heeded to solve the case.

“The only chance of bummg
Ray into an informer is to

‘promise to commute his death
-sentence,” Huie said. “Short of
‘that, I don’t think he’ll ever

become a government witness.”
WANTED VIOLENCE?

Huie made his remarks in an
address to. the Abe Goldstein
Human Relations Award Ban-

quet of the Anti-Defamation

. League of B'nai B'rith at the

Progressive Club. Atlanta Rabbi
Jacob M. Rothschild of The
Temple was recipient of the
award for his contribution to
human relations.

The Alabama writer said
there are reasons:to believe
King’s murder may have been
a conspiracy between ‘white and
Negro elements in this country
who had hoped his assassination
would trigger widespread racial’
violence.

“When King led the Selma
March in 1965 he thought the
4o hig 1

said. “But in 196, he realized] o

that there “were whites and
blacks who wanted to use his|
death Jfor further racial d1v1-
sion.’ L

PEAK IN 1965 -

He said -the hate directed
ag'amst King reached its peak
in 1965-~three years before hlS
assassination.

“They killed him~not beoause
they hated him—but to cause
trouble,” Huie said.

Huie said he believes the King

murder was planned at least

eight months in advance and

that most of the soney for- fix|

nancing the conspiracy came
from the state of Louisiana.
. Huie said he will establish
these things in his account of
the murder in a national maga-
zine. His book on the King mur-
der, ‘“They Slew the Dreamer,”
is scheduled to be published next
Mareh, the month the Ray trial
is slated to’ begin. The trial,
originally set for last Novem-
ber, was posiponed after Ray
changed attorneys.
PUBLISH ALL

“1 plan to publish before the
trial everything publishable
about the conspiracy to kill

authorized biographer of James

convicted of the murder of the

Martin Luther King,” the author
said.

Huie predicted that there will
be further postponements in the
Ray trial.

Huie said he made a deal with
Ray’s first attorney, Arthur
Haines, in London to pay for
the cost of the trial in return
for exclusive rights to Ray’s
Story., )
“Ray had accomplices and
my only objective is to make
a case against them,” he said.
“It has been very fmstratmg so
far. We need Ray to sign state-
ments on who his accomplices
were.”

Haines acted as a go-between.
for Huie and Ray, taking Huie’s’
questions into Ray’s cell an
bringing out his answers. . |

of Investigation -was abla to
identify Ray by a map he: left
in Atlanta. The map bore one:of
Ray’s fingerprints, Huie. said,”

He said people who are kriown
to have seen Ray in Aflanta and
other parts of the couniry are
refusing to talk because they
fear getting involved. .

“There is a deplorable but .un- |
derstandable reluctance in this |
country to get involved in this
case,” Huie declared.

He ‘said the country has
learned ‘a “sad lesson” from
the racial crimes committed in
the South. “The only way to find
out what happened in these
planned. racial crlmeﬁ is to pay
for the information,” Huie said.

PAY WITNESSES

"He continued: ““The only way
we in a free soc1ety can- deal
with these conspiracies is to pay
witnesses and buy evidence. The
victims ‘are dead and the only
'other persons knowing anything
‘about it are the ones involved.”
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" FD-356 (Rev. 7-16-63) - '

(Mount Clipping in%ece Below)
e o, Un ouri@!ed?'ﬂltiwi - No one gutsidé the FBI now
_ = . g f -1 | Bas efficial or @étailed knowl-
- . There was one flurry efmch : edge: of: what evi
. BANLITRE - |rumors some years ago wllem a | 8¢ 01 whai evidence has been

| 1— ‘ group which had invitsk Br. ‘gathered. There is general belief
1’.};‘&. A R &
and Dr. King reportediy said of how much the FBI had [mdleats page, nome of

ing to speak, i in ke | @MONE newsmen who have been
;}xfalgﬁeyo pod thl: t?é cim assigned {0 the case that the
1 | i formed its members that eex- (Bl has _done . superb - job.
1 l “ penses would be great hemmse Eno:dgh of the ivng?}r‘)ce] wa? pro-y-
§ . ! § e T | CUced as a part of the legal pro-
. ; of the FBI men with Dr. B Xt 00 necessary to extradite
Reay-King
N there was nothing to thesate- ,
Case ‘Rumors’ ment and that he was wmbiar- Alegé‘neg&m . [Srepaper, clly and state.)
: vassed by it. Some of hastaff oth wdr'bl s;emf, fror_n that and
Percy Foreman, attorney for| | likely would recall the dails. FBfrd'dI eis of news, that the
J;imes Earl Ray, who is| At any rate, it is out sfsuch| = thé ef,;i,{z‘ﬁgglll’éﬁ“ﬁtyrﬁfy"}b
21 3 3, . 0 H 8 1 ] 3% nf—-
charged with the ‘assassination| things that unfounded .mmmors an Atlanta rooming house. Also,

A Ll

recall that this was checheffout Ray from London to give a hint

B Sl 6% o o i

grommmeeseeemy Of Dri Martin| flourish. y o 0%, Al |
g ~iLuther King,|  Mr. Foreman will certsaly be ;V:Hmdselirée?ted are nay's jour- |
seemingly was| entitled to any FBI files it re- Kigg'g dea?hore and after Dr. VCHE. AT H

‘ . ' E LANTA i

in a somewhat| late to the investigation« fhe | . _
petulant mood| assassination of Dr. King Sut to cal:ilb :r%d.eﬂtﬁe‘zgg lwfqlr!«ed on the JOURNALM
after a recent{ ask for the total file, wik any 1o it will b c?’l lles relevan; :
court argument| details unrelated to the sheting " ¢ readily available &
in which he|, and investigation of it, ismreal- | Rumo?se"[l - |
failed to obtain| istic. This sort of thiag wasj “\ o dgzl'l' s t‘;“ , of course;
further| triedduring the days of fe late inay blé effg:‘%s lte case. There
# postponement| 'Joe McCarthy investigions. jepw, o €T 0 ?mear Dr.i ___
i . oftheRaycasc.| * The FBI then and in oler in-o, - " o8 ¢ ﬁ. calumny and
oS The dateset 5| | stances has withheld s raw” 1 T8 S N bie, al
March 3. | files. Such files, of course, often [} . smear itiicu Itdto see how
The Texan also was quoted as| contain crackpot letiers, ghony rdmissable rs would be madg
saying he had requested—and| cherges, malicious accmsations, The~trl”al. judg y w
failod to obtain--all the FBI| - and many other items B are i, .4 v:p Jmﬁ,eqm?y well be
Tfiles on the murdered civil| part of any investigalim. Itin”i .o T{l"’s 0 lprevent
rights leader. He understood, he | | would be highly improper and o, more'ande msg;e;lsgg)t%rct T

— ATLANTA,GA,

el o

said, that “it,” the file, says| | without legal precedent @ 1e- v
that for two years before tge : lease any gmaterial that & not i asset. - > |
April killing by rifle fire there| ' directly related to the killmg. / !
was a “squad of FBI agents as- . g : Date: 1/2/69 ’
signed to prevent the assassina. | I +B.J. Witness ] Edition: REG MURPHY
tion of Dr. King.” - - The FBI can, of courss,make .RALPH
One may be sure there was 1o reply to a query as to westher Author: H McGILL ) :
’ Editor: . 3

such squad. The FBI investi-| . it did, indeed, as Mr. Feetnan ‘
gates. 1i probably had agents at| reportedly “heard,” maisbin a! ' Titte: MURKIN i
many of Dr. King’s meetings, squad of agents with Dr. g to:” ’
especially those where threats| prevent his assassinatie. The! -
were involved, to check out answer, one may be s, will

characters known to be psy-| be no. The FBI does notgmvide Character:
chotic, “‘wanted” persons and| guards. Iis agenis who appear or

those considered dangerous. But | ~ as witnesses will, of comme, be .
the FBI is not in the “guarding” subject to cross-examinsfag; as. Classification: .
business and no evidence exists | - are all witnesses. The siie of Submitting Otfice: ATLANTA
that Dr. King was so watched Tennessee will conduct Seetrial _

over by a squad of agents as- ~not the FBI or the &deral| |;l Being Investigated

signed to him. : gavernment.= A z 2 S '\U&j
_ TRy : R é
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TO DIRECTOR (44-3729€1), ATLANTA, AND NEW YORK

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 2P :

MURKT N

RE NY TEL, JAMUARY TWENTY LAST, ‘

RECORDS PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELZHRAPH COMPANY, LOS

AHGELTS, REVEALED SUBSCRIZER TC PHONE NUMRER TW0 ONE THREE

DASH SZVEN EICHT NNF DASH FIGHT THREZ THRIE TW0 IS YARJORIE
LARGENT, SIX NIWE FIVE TWC VESPER AVENUE, VAN HUYS,

CALIFOR¥IA, LOS ANGELES IWDICES, LAPD, LASO ¥FEATIVE
REGARDIM2 LARGENT, BRFCORDS, L0 AVNGEILIS RMCA, HAVE FILT

ON LARGENT WITH APOVE ADDRESS, SOCIAL STCURITY NUMEF®

FILE

CONTAINS MO DERCGATCRY INFORMATICN,

DASED ON INFORMATICHY AVAILABL®Y IN REFEREMCEDR TELETYPE,

REGARDING JOEL LEVY, LC0S ANGELES INDICTS, RECCRDS LAPD

LASO, LCS ANGILES RMCA MEGATIVE,

Yy 23 gé_?/_.

SEARCHED INDEXED.
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~ © PAGE TWo
LA MURKIN

Sy

UACE, NO FURTHER ACTION PEING TAKEN AT LOS ANGELES,
BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF LARGTNT TO RE INTERVIEWED
. REGARDING KNOWLEDGE OF JOEL LEVY.
END
a YEC
FRI ATLANTA'
P
i
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By HARMON PERRY

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Abema‘a‘hy Eacks
Dei emﬁer 0{ Ray

- The president of the Southern Christian Leadershlp Confer-

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he

has absolute confidence in the

judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy
said what the Rev. James Bevel
is trying to do is “movz non-
violence into a new dimension
of American life.”

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said early
this week in Philadelphia that
he would defend James Earl|
Ray, who goes on trial in March
for the April 4 fatal shooting of
Dr. King in Memphis.

The Rev.- Mr. Bevel- said he
did not believe Ray is guilty
and would defend him free of
charge.

“Rev. Bevel is speaking to
the real issue,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy said Thursday 'in a
statement issued in the Baha-
mas but released by SCLC head-
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev.
Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba-
hamas to recuperate from a
recent bout with pneumonia.

THE REV. Mr. Abernathy
said the issue is not who killed
Dr. King but rather “what kllled
higr——

“Rev. Bevel has offered to

defend a man accused of murder
and wishes not fo reveal details
of that defense,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy went on.

“The American public must
have all the information about
the. guilt for this murder,” he
said. “If a conspiracy exists—
and I believe it does—it mu51
be fully exposed. -

“Going beyond a consmracyﬁ
Americans must understand that
broader guilt exists in a society
which has been killing off its
best young leaders, including
President John F. Kennedy,
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and Dr. King.

“IT WILL BE well for the|

American people to seek the jus-
tice which Dr. King worked for
rather than killing Ray,” the
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said.

The SCLC president, who took
.over the reins of the organiza-
tion after Dr. King was slain,

'said he has known the Rev. Mr. |.
.Bevel for eight years as an “out-

standing strategist and organiz-
er in the nonviolent movement.”
“I have absolute confidence
in his judgment and integrity,”
the Rev. Mr. Ab%”ﬂ'm’?‘y sald

Ve
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer w0 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
File No. January 21, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Philadelphia news media on January 19, 1969, carried
information that the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian
Leadership Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telegram to
JAMES EARL RAY stating RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING's death, offered to
testify in RAY's behalf,

On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on WCAU-TV,
Philadelphia, special news program during the half-time of
the National Football League All-Star Game, stating that he
had evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. BEVEL refused to divulge his evidentiary informatior
but offered to defend RAY in court though he (BEVEL) was not a
licensed attorney, but was learned in the law and had had much
experience in defending cases in the courts. BEVEL said he
analized all the facts and concluded RAY was not guilty.

BEVEL said he was speaking for his friends in SCLC
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY. :

The television interview said that an unnamed
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga., had told WCAU-TV that
BEVEL has been under pressure and wasspeaking for himself,
not SCLC.

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of
the KYW Television news, 1l p.m., January 19, 1969:

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL
and the eyewitness news team,

ROSELL: Good evening. There is a bizarre twist of
events today in the case of JAMES EARL RAY.
RAY is accused of kllllng Dr. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR,, and goes on trial in Memphis, Tenn.,

March 3. The Reverend JAMES BEVEL is Director of Non-violent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY

is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila-
delphia headquarters.

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not
guilty?
BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being

present, studying the whole problem of men
being murdered, how it is done, from
all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL
RAY did not kill Dr. KING.

ROSELL: What evidence do you have to support your
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent?

BEVEL: "Well, I would not like to get into my
evidence and my information in terms of
that because if he asks me to take the case,

and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give

that information now would not be to his advantage.

ROSELL: Why have you held back this long in offering
your services and proclaiming the innocence
of JAMES EARL RAY?

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably because I
have never (pause) I was involved in
developing as I am now, because I was in
a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him.
When I started thinking about this particular predicament,
then I thought about.seceescee

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY; |
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

The following is an interview of Reverend JAMES
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU, Philadelphia.
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON
MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA,

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep
the evidence he has which he says would prove

that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, if

RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation.

Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to

represent him in court without a fee, The telegram added,

"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr.

KING died. You have been accused of murdering himj; of course,

I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked

Reverend BEVEL about the proof he sayg he has concernlng

RAY's innocence.

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in
terms of the incident that took place and based
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't
_have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my
conclusions, and based on my evidence.

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you
to this conclusion?

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that
because if I was going to defend him, you see, then
I would have to present that information to the
jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this
time because I would have to deal with that with the jury.

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING,

BEVEL: Mhm,

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows

JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

BEVEL: Mhm.
SILVA: Well then, do you have any idea who did?
BEVEL: - Now, I am not a district attorney. It is the

responsibility of the district attorney to find

out who killed people. And it is the responsibility
of the defense attorney to prove that a particular person is not
guilty. So that, in the way the courts work, it is never the
responsibility of the defense attorney to prove who did kill
someone. It is his job to defend the person who has been accused,
that they are not guilty.

SILVA: You said you would defend JAMES EARL RAY without
any fee. Are you a lawyer?

BEVEL: No, I am not a licensed lawyer. I have handled
cases in court for the last few years. I have been
in court quite a bit and I have handled most of my

cases. The other thing is that I do know the law,

SILVA: The one thing that intrigues is, why have you held
back this information for so long?

BEVEL: Well, number one, I hadn't thought about offering
him my services. Now, the reason I, like I said, when
you bind information together then you can come to

conclusions. The first I said, he is not guilty. The next

thing I said, he needs a good lawyer. He needs the best lawyer

that the country can afford, And, of course, that means a

lawyer who has knowledge enough in that situation and who knows

the law. He needs a lawyer that can convince the jury that he

is not guilty. And that's why I offered him my services, because

I was interested in his having the best possible lawyer with the

maximum amount of knowledge in law to defend him before the

jury, because the jury and the country pretty much has

resigned the motion that the man is guilty and they are just

waiting to have a lynching party with him, you know. It is

very difficult at this point considering the emotional attach-

ment to Dr. KING that most people had, to have a fair trial.

SILVA: Do you speak for yourself on this issue?

- 4 -
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

BEVEL:

SILVA:

BEVEL:
SILVA:

BEVEL:

For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH
BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD,
DU BRADY, REVEREND ABERNATHY, MRS, ABERNATHY,
MRS. KING, ANDY YOUNG.

Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you?
You said your friends come to the same conclusion
as you have.

I don't have any friends who ever told me that
EARL RAY was guilty.

So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERNATHY
agrees with you. :

Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I
just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is our Program
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give

me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and

defend him.

MILLER:

In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently.

Since Dr. KING's death he has gone into a deep depression
and if he sent the telegram, he is speaking for himself,

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65)
s

FBI

Date: 1/21/8%

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL
(Priority)
________________________________________________ et
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
From: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (¢y GENERAL INVEST. DIV.
(44-1368) [ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV,

Subject: HURKIN

[k CR [CEL [1VRA-65 []CRA-64
[(JPA [JPE ([ PF
(] BM []BM-Threats [JRacial Matters
[ Klan []Organization

Summary of Complaint:
Remytels 1/18/6%.
Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of a

self-explanatory LHM. Info copies furnished Memphis and
Atlanta.

3 - Bureau (Ene. 3) (RM)
2 - Hemphis (Enc. 2) (RM)

a :;;3 - Atlanta (Ena. 1) (RM) Nl =
2 - Philadelphia L
1 - 44-1368
1~ 100-871%% (SCLC)

ACTION: UACB:
Gd No further action being taken and
’ GgJ LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA
[] LHM being submitted
[ Report being submitted
(] Preliminary investigation instituted
[] Limited investigation instituted

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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PH &44-1368

WF 1928-PRI advised 1/14/68 that Reverend JAHMES BEVEL
at an SCLC meeting recently held at Frogmore, S. C., wanted the
Reverend RALPH ABERHATHY of SCLC to step down in favor of the
Reverend JESSE JACKSOM. WF 1928~PRI also said BEVEL was returning
to Philadelphia to create & furor in the next four to zix months,
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI WASH DC
527P URGENT 1-29-68 BGM
TO ATLANTA 44-2336

FROM DIRECTOR

44-38861 1F

MURKIN \

ARTICLE IN "THE WASHINGTON POST" NEWSPAPER TODAY QUOTES \
HEVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, HEAD OF QJUT%EH‘\I CHRISTIAN ~ l
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)Y IN A NEWS CONFERENCE AS L

INDICATING A CONSPIRACY
ﬁgéfzm LUTHER KING.
SIKTY=EIGHT)»
YOU SHOULD
FOR DETAILS OF

INFORMATION, AND CONDUCT

THORDUGHLY RF“JLUE THIS MATTER AS WELL

STEMMING FROM INTERVIEW OF

FULLY INFORMED

e
X
bt
e

FBI ATLANTA

EXISTS N

JR (ASSASSINATION

ITMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW
ANY INFORMATION HE P0OS5SS

ALL

OF ALL DEVELO

KE

THE

ESSES,

NECESSARY

VEREND ABERNATHY.

ASSISSINATION OF

APRIL FOUR,

REVEREND ABERNATHY
HIS
INVESTIGATION TO ‘

AS ANY INFORMATION

AIKHAIL COPY bENi

NINETEEN

SOURCE OF

KEEP
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1-24-89
PLAIN TEXT

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) |
MMOM MOODEIS (44-1987) |
L\ A |
o JAN. YWENTYFOUR, SIXTYNINE, ME THREE TEREE EIGHT R
ADVISED THAT JANEBSERVEL OF SOUTHXRN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE (SCLC), ACCOMPANIED BY YOUNG MALE MEGRO, CKDRIC MOORE,
FORNERLY OF MEMPHIS, WO¥ OF PEILADELPNIA, PA., ONR (MNU)
RUTHERFORD, SCLC GEWERAL NANAGER, AND (FNU) NIXON (FEONNTIC),
FORNER CAMPAIGN MARAGER OF PRESIDENTIAL CAFDIDACY OF COMEDIAN
DICK GREGORY, WERE IN MEMPEIS, TENN. O NIGNT JANUARY TWRNTYTEREE,
SIXTYNINE. BEVEL CLAIMED TO NAVE CONFERRED FOR SEVERAL HOURS
JANGARY TWENTYTENRE, SIXTYNIME, ON KIGNYS FLOOR OF PEABODY NOTEL \
WITR JANS EARL BAY'S ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, AND LATER FORENAN
AND BEVEL CONFERRED WITH BAY IN SHKLEY COUNTY JAIL. AT ABOUT TEN %
».x., BEVEL CALLED PRESS CONPERENCE AT CLAYBORN TENPLE AME CHURCH, |
AT WHICK HE INVITED BELEGATES TO MATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHRS
ID-WINTER COMYERENCE, THEN MEETING IN MEMPHIS. BEVEL CLAINED |
YEAT NE VAS CONVINCED OF BAY'S xmmmumnmmm ‘

KING, JR. CLAIMED AMERICA IS TRYING TO LYNCH RAY
s AT

M) 1 - PMILABELINIA = Tl - ‘f

— 1= ATLANTA > | SEARCHED INDEXED

1 - ME 170-TO-Sub(MK 333-R) § [ stALzzD. mno

1 - ME 157~188 (3CLL) % l /L\: 71969

\ B’—A'B.ANTA
.7 |
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1-24-69

PAGE TWO

PRESIDENT, REV. RALPH ABERRATHY, IS ALSO CONVINCED OF RAY'S
INNOCENCE. HE REFUSED TO FURNISH THE BASIS FOR HIS STATEMENTS,
OTHER THAN TO CLAIM HE HAD "PROPHETIC POWERS." BEVEL ADDED
THAT HIS CONVICTIONS REGARDING RAY'S INNOCENCE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED
BY HIM WITH ABERNATHY AND OTHER SCLC LEADERS AT A RECENT SCLC
RETREAT IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HE HAD CONVINCED THEM HE HAD PROOF
OF RAY'S INNOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HE IS MAKING THESE CHARGES
WITH ACQUIESCENCE OF SCLC LEADERS,

AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND PHILADELPHIA,

P,
END

-2
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FBI ATLANTA |
3155 P¥ URGENT 1/30/69 SAT s
TO DIRECTOR 44= 3@061 AND MEMPHIS

FROM. ATLAMTA 44-237

-

RE BUREAU TEL TC ATLANTA JAN, JV“TY”T‘E SIXTYNINE, o~

APPOINTMENT WAS MADE THIS DATEZ FOR INTERVIEW WITH REV, RALPH'

ARERNATHY. WHEN SA'S .0, RICHARD HAMILTON AND ARTHUR L, MURTAGH -

ARRIVED AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS, AR? NATHY'S SECRETARY APVISFD HE

i

-~
J
WAS MOT IN BUT SHE WOULD CONTACT HIM ON THE TELEPHOSF. SA

HAMILTCN TELEFHONICALLY TALYED WITH A IERNATHY WHO APOLD! £D i

) LD
~N
%}

1
FOR BEING UNAELE TO XEEP THE APPOTNTNENT AND SATD WS WAS "VISITING
THE SICK". | S
ABERNATHY ADVISED CONCERNING HIS STATENENT T THE PRESS THAT &

CHSPIRACY EXISTS

bt
jerios

THE ASSASSINATION CF VARTIN LUTHER ?I%G JR.g 

THAT WHAT MT ACTUALLY STATED UAS I VITH OF TMF ASSASSINATIO IS 0F -

3

ENNEDY, MEDRAR EVERS, A&D' 

=

PRESIDENT JOHY F, KENNEDY, ROEERT F,

rs)

AN IHDICATION TO HIM

FARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THERE WOULD R

TND PAGE ONT
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i 3 Shg
B h SRR i
=

“TEAI’TQ&REfﬁAY BE*A"éoNsPIRAcY aAmMoNG ng "FORCES bF_EvlLf 10 ,f:
‘DO AWAY WITH ANY YOUNG FﬁILITA&TE @HQ'STﬁﬁDS,FGR'RIGHTEOdSNiés;;v
ABERNATHY STATED HE HAS NO EVIDENCE NOR HAS WE HEARD FEQ@ ANY 59
SOURCE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT A CONSPIRACY EXISTS

IN THIS MATTER. ME ADVISED iHAT THE STATEMENT MADE "TO THE _
PRESS CONCERNING A CONSPIRACY CONGERNED THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
AL THE ABOVE *EN. | | -
ABERNATHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV, JANMES LAWSON,
MINISTER OF CENTENARY WETHODIST CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TOLD HIM IT
WAS WIS UNDERSTANDING THAT TMT DAY PRIOR T0 THE ASSASSINATION
OF KING, TWC MEGROC FIREMEN WHO YORKTD IN THE' FIRE STATION ACEDSSyi

STREET

=3
~xy

H ROY THE MOTEL WHERT XINZ WAS KILLED WERET MOVED,
E

LEAVING SOME UNMANHNED FIR

]

EQUIPMENT, ACCORDING TO LAWSON,

EMEN WERE MCVED TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH WE?E

=J
{w}

© THE TWO NEGRO FI
CALREADY FULLY “ANNED AND FQUIPPED. AL30 ACCORDING TO LAWSON,
A NTGRO POLICEMAM WHO WORKED THT BFAT WHICH INCLUDED THY

MOTEL WMERE XI®3 ¥AS XILLED WAS MOVID

OFF OF THAT BTAT
THE DAY XI4Q WAS KILLTD.

D PAGE TUN
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FOR A WHITE MUSTANG

A CONSPIRACY IN TMIS

MF H <

IF 0T ALRFTADY DONE AND CONDUCT ALL NECRSSARY INVES

RESCLVT THE “ATTER.

I
=3
]
=]
13
ot

JasH oo

_ALO&G WITH J&AT

'CFR&IN UNIDENTIFIED RADIO CALLS

LEADS HIM TO BELIEVE THQT T ERE
MTTER.

CONTACT REV,

I HE HAS HEARD AND READ CON-

WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH

MAY BE © -

;

JAVES CONCERNINR THéfA?OVE MATTER

LAYWSON

SSTIEATION TO
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Atlanta, Goorgia

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. January 31, 1969

ASSASSINATION OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
APRIL 4, 1968 |

The January 28, 1988, edition of "The Washington Post™
newspape:r containod an article which guoted Bev. Ralph David
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, as indicating in a news coaference that a comspiracy
exists with regard to the assassiantion of Dr. MHartin Luther
King, Jr.

On January 30, 1969, Rev. Aberasthy was interviowed
by a Special Agent of the ¥FBI at Atlanta, Georgia, and the
results are set forth on the following page:

. Mk dmy WEE e e TR G W W W TR e R IR B e A A S D W S NS e R Kl e e AR A

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the PBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dig-
tributed outside your agency.

-5_- pureau (RM) 2 - Memphis (BM)
1 - Atlanta (44-2386) (+)

T ORH:vsc
(8) ¢

//j/ §/ Y D75 0)57
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~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Janﬁary 31, 1969

) Dat;
Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auhurn Avenue, R, E.,
Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically'advised with regards to his
,statement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington
Post" newspaper, Washington, D, C., on January 29, 1969, that
- what he told the press was that he believed in view of the
. assassiantions of President JOHN F, KEHNNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there. would be an
- indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the
- forces of evil to do away with any young militant who-stands |
for righteousness., Rev, ABERNATHY advised that he has no ‘
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists %
- with respect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING.
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the-
"assassination of 21l of the above-mentioned persons, In regard
to those assagsinations he made it clear he has no evidence
~indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on
his part that such a conspiracy does exist, He stated he has
- no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a
» conSpiracy. o S
Lt Rev. ABERWATHY advised that several months ago Rev.
T JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary KMethodist ‘Church at .
- Memphis, Tennescee told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev,
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination
of Dr. KIEG, two KHegro firemen, who had been assigned to the
- fire statlon across the street from the motel where Br. KING
- was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to
Rev. LAWSQN that move left the fire station unrmanned and they
were moved to a station which was already fully manned and R
- equipped. Also according to Rev. LAVSON, a Negro policenan,
© . who worked the beat which included the notel where Dr. KING was
killed, was moved off of that beat t he day Dr. KING was
killed April 4, 1968 but prlor to the killing.

e ““‘9""~

a% ,/
0m-é%ﬂ&L&%L__Jn___Ailgnta,_ﬁanrgia_;______fne#_Ailggig 44-2386
by’w—ﬁmﬁﬁwg—‘—%wg—— Date dactated 1/31/69

This documen! contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency:
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1/31/89

AIRTEL AIBMAIL

Re Atlanta teletype to Burcau Xand Meaphis dated
1/30/69, and Bureau telephone call to Atlants, 1/30/69,

Enclosed for the Burcau are five (5) copies of LHM anad
to Mewphis are two (2) copies of LHM captioned "ASSASSINATION OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, AT HEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1968V,

3 -~ Bureau (Enc, 5) (RH)
2 - Meuphis (Enc. 2) (R¥)

_2/- Atlanta
ORH : vac

D

7 7

o

/
L/
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1/31/69

PLA INTRXT
AIRTEL
TG: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38881)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: WURKIN
0O: ME

Re Atlanta teleype to Bureau, 1/30/69, concerning
the interview of Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, 3CIC
Headquarters, Atlanta, Georgia,

The results of the investigation conducted
by the Mewphis Divigion in ragard to the reference
of ABERNATHY re Citizeuns Banil radio transamissions
and the removal of Negro firemen and policemen from the
immwediate area of the lLorraine Motel shortly prior
to the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
were forwarded to the Bureau by Memphis airtels to the
Bureau dated 7/29/68 and 11/21/68.

The only item mentioned by ABERNATHY that
has not been fully explained to the Bureau is
the fact that Reverend JAMES LAWSCN, Mewphis, advised
ABERNATRY that a Negro policeman who worked the
beat which included the motel where Dr. KIRG was
killed was moved off that beat the day KING was killed.

On 1/31/69, Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence

St Ynit, Memphis PD, advised that the Memphis PD

does not maintain any officers on a “walking beat” cther

=Bureau
- anta (44-2386) INFO
2-Memphis . ‘ o
v RFB: PEH gt
8y — , Y searcHED. INDEXED
x SERIAVZED e FILED o nisissnes

o FEB D 1969
\“’%’/} Fal—ATANTA

<l
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ME 44-1987

than on speecial occasions and that from a review
of the Memphis PD records he ascertained
that there were no Memphis police officers assigned

to & "walking beat” in Memphis on the day Dr. KING
was killed.

In this regard it is believed that Reverend
LAWSON was referring to Detective X. E. REDDITT,
Memphis PD, who was removed from a lookout poaition at
engine house #2 of the Memphis Fire Department on 4/4/88
due to the fact a number of threats had been made on
REDDITT's life as a result of REDDITT's activities
in attending meetings of the striking sanitation
workers in Memphis in February and March, 1968.
REDDITT was removed from this fire house and two
officers of the Mewmphis PD were assigned at that
:m to protect REDDITT and members of REDDITT's
amily.

In view of the above, the Memphis Division
does not anticipate interviewing Reverend JAMES LAWSON
concerning the information LAWSON furnished to ABERNATHY,

A copy of this airtel is being submitted for
the information of the Atlanta Division as Atlanta obtained
the information in question as a result of the interview
of Reverend ABERNATHY at Atlanta.
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PD-3¢ (Rav, 12-18-58)

Transmit the following in

Via

by

FBI

Date; 2/18/69

-

S " (Type in plain test or code)

e e ——

AIRTEL
’ """ (Priority or Method of Mailing) |
TR U e Ay o - — - bR R e e Raadi B diad ST e e e e sap i o e o e e e e i e 'F-L-—-r—"‘-r——-(—r
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN
All offices receiving copies of this airtel should
note that the trial in instant case has been postponed from
March 3, 1969, until April 7, 1969, in Division JII of the
Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis, Tenn, In the event
you receive inquiries from any witnesses who have been previously
subpoenaed, you should advise them that their testimony will
still be desired for the new trial on 4/7/69, If they have any
nead for further detailﬁ, they should correspond directly with
Attorney General PHIJ, A, CANALE, Shelby County Courthouse,
Memphis, Tennessee,
The Bureau is requested to advise Legats London,

Paris, and Qttawa of the postponement in order that they may
be able to answer any inquiries from persons in their areas
who may have been subpoenaed,

-~ Bureau
(g) Atlanta

~ Birmingham
2 -~ Chicago
2 -~ Kansas City
2 - Los Angeles
2 ~ Mobile
2 - New Orleans
2 - St. Louis .
2 -~ Memphis L TR B

. \ 4-23 N> »ﬁ@dﬁf)

JCH: jap SEARCHED_
(21 SERIALIZED_ -

2P R &
Approved: Sent , %Wb _—— f

) Specml A}(nt in Charqe
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T HE 44-1027

in view of plans’ being laid throughout the country

'uior tha‘observance of 4/4/69 as o memorial observance for

HARTIN LUTHER KING, it is suggested that the Bureau considef
requesting all offices to advise Memphis of any information-
they may receive which would indicnte that militant groups

- or individuals plan to come to iemphis on 4/4/69 and who may
“yemain to demonstrate or otherwise disrupt subject's trial on

4/7/69.

\
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UNITED STATES DEI’ARTI}IENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. Atlanta, Georgia

March 11, 1969

ANONYHOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION OF RAYMOHD POLACCO
IN ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

On March 7, 1969, Mr. Jim Rankin, City Desk, "The
Atlanta Constitution" newspaper Atlanta, Georgia, furnished
a letter, contained in an envelope, postmar ted Amarillo, Texas,
March 2, 1969 The letter, which was typewritten and unsigned,
states as follows:

“"March 1, 1969

“"The Constitution
Atlanta Rewspapers, Inc.
10 Forsythe St., N,W,
Atlanta, Goorgia 30030

"To Whom it nay concern:

"] am sure this is some information that you would
appreciate. I have been keeping up with what you
publish about the Martin Luther King Jr. case,.

That whole thing was plotted in Atlanta, Ga. One
of the key pay-off men is a Cuban, 27 years of age,
his name is Raymond Polacco and uses telephones,
concerning his pay-off at 4550 Ridgecrest and 834 C
Confederate Courts S, E, He is also shacking with
a little red headed girl at the Confederate Courts
address, Thie little red-headed girl is Debbie
Blackman, They make a lot of trips togethBE HJG
New Orleans, lLa. SEARCHED

____________ ..WQ:Z:
LNDCRED
$ - Bureaun This document contains neither recommendagi ns con~
S - Dﬁsions of the FBI. It is the property of th
1 - aned to youx agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
@4 AT tributod outside your agency.

o o //4/ /o 4/ — ool
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ANORYMOUS ACCUSATION

"I live in New Orleans and know this girl real well.

She does not know that this Cuban is the pay-off man.
She is a teen-ager and should not be involved in this
crime." v

The current Atlanta City Directory reflects there is

no address such as 4550 Ridgecrest Drive in Atlanta. The current
suburban directory for the Atlanta, Georgia, area reflects '
4550 Ridgecrest Drive, Forest Park, is occupied by Mr, Alf Calalay,.

On March 10, 1969, Miss Deborah Diane Blackman,
834 Confederate Court, Apartment C, age 19, advised she met
Raymond or Raymon Polacco about four months ago at The Scene,
a nightclub in Atlanta, Georgia. ©She advised she dated Polacco
several times after that and he came to her apartment on numerous
occasions where she lives with her sister, Judy Griffin. She
advised she has not seen Polacco for about one month, although
she dated him quite steadily during the period that she knew him.
Miss Blackman advised that according to Polacco he was married
and separated from his wife and he worked at the First National
Bank in Atlanta, Georgia, and attoends Georgia State College in
Atlanta. She saild that according to Polacco he is half Italian
and half Spanish. Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is from
California. She believes he is from the Los Angeles area but
is not sure, She advised he called his home in California on
two or three occasions during the period of time she knew him
from her and her sister's apartment. She advised she heard that
Polacco has been reconciled with his wife and is living with her
again, .

Miss Blackman advised that she and a girl friend have
made two trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, the first one being
made in December, 19€8, and the second in February, 1969. The
girl who accompanied her was Charlotte Majure, She stated these
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ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION

were short weekend trips, the latter being to attend the

Mardi Gras. She denied that Polacco ever went with her to
New Orleans or to any place outside of Atlanta. Miss Blackman
advised during the time she knew Polacco, he never mentioned
James Earl Ray nor does she recall that he ver mentioned the
assagsination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. '

Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is a white male,
about 25 years old, about 5' 9" tall, medium build, black hair,
black eyes, olive complexion, and wears expensive clothing.

Miss Blackman advised that her sister, Judy, is
narxied to, separated from, and in the process of getting a
diverce from Joe Griffin, who resides at 1918 Horth Manhattan
Street, Amarillo, Texas, She advised he is a house painter
by trade and is about 50 years old. Miss Blackman stated that
Judy and Joe Griffin have three children, who are living with
Judy, and that Joe Griffin is attenpting to obtain custody of
the children. DPuring his attempts to obtain custody of the
children, he has attempted to prove that Judy is an unfit mother,
In making these sllegations, he has accused Judy of having ‘
illicit affairs with Raymond Polacco. She advised that on at
least one occasicn, Joe Griffin called a neighbor of Polacco's
and told the neighbor that Polacco was running around with Judy
and told Judy that from that conversation with the neighbor, he
. determined that Polacco is actually a Cuban. She advised that
Joe Griffin and Raymond Polacco have never actually met to her
knowledge but that Griffin seems intent upon proving an illicit
relationship between Polacco and Judy Griffin,

On llarch 10, 1969, Mrs, Judy Griffin, 834 Confederate
Court, Apartment C, S E,, Atlanta Georgia, confirmed the above
informatlon furniﬁhed by Deborah Blackman her sister, and stated
that Joe Griffin, hor husband, appears to be attempting through
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ANONYNMOUS ACCUSATION

telephone calls, to prove that she and Raynond Polacco have
been too intimate, She advised that Polacco has been to

her and her sister's apartment on numerous occasions but that
actually her sister, Deborah Blackman, has been dating Polacco.

Judy Griffin advised that the telephone call allegedly
mnade by Griffin to a neighbor of Polacco's was made to a family
by the name of Calalay. She does not know where the Calalay
family lives and neither Judy Griffin nor Deborah Blackman admitted
knowing the residence of Raymond Polacco,

Deborah Blackman advised that during the time Polacco
was allegedly separated from his wife he claimed to have an apart-
ment in Atlanta, but she does not know where it was located.

4%
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iavlowed herewith for the Bureau are five (35) copies
of LEN, captioned “ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING PARTICIFPATION
OF RATHGED POLACCO IN ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JB,™

Two coples of the LEN are being enclosed for Mewmphis
and one copy for Dallas.

Atlanta indices negative concermning BAYMOND POLACCO
and Debbie or Deboryak Blacksan,

Becords of the Atlanta Police Department contsian no
record of RAYHNGND POLACCOD.

The enclosod LMK is self-explanatory.

letter, which was nmmtly sritten by
JOE m“in i mahsttan ﬁ., Amarillo . yould

appear
To be & violstien of nlschesil statutes sitnls in ‘the investigative
Jurisdiction of the Post Office Department. In view of the sud-
Ject matter im:r the letter is not being furaished to the

local Postal Ismpector without specific lastruction to do ¢ by
the Bureawu,
3 - Burean (Emsc. 35)
2~ ts (44-1987) (Emc.
1 - Dalias (imc. 1) tretoy
N ;/- Atlanta
Ol i vee
(3) 2l T Ve L
ey /
el
/// /#- ’
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AT 44-23886

Imllas Office is being furnished one copy siace
the writer of the letter spparently lives withia that division,
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3.18-89

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Lo P

For informmtion of Offices receiviag this communice-
tion, Jemes EArl Ray on March 10, 1969, in Shelby County
Crmiml. Court, Nemphis, Tennessee, onnm 2 plea of guilty
to the state charge of smurder in mmetion with the
assassination of Martin Luther Xing, Jr., and was sentenced
to & term of imprisomment for 99 years,

In the event you receive inquiries from any witnesses
who have been previocusly subpoensed in the state case, you
should advise them of the sbove court proceedings. If any
individuals who contact you desire any further details, they
should be advised to correspond directly with MNr, B:u M.
Canale, Jr,, State Attorney General, Shelby County Courthouse,
Nemphis, Tennessee,

(3 » Atlanta
Z « Birmingham
2 « Chicago
2 - KEansas City
2 - Los Angeles
2 - Mobile
2 - New Orleans
2 - 8t, louis
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3-14-689

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Dallas (44-2649)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

ReATeirtel to the Buresu dated 3-11-69.

Dallas should immediately locate and interview
Joe Griffin, 1918 N. Manhettan St., Amarillo, Texas,
concerning sny information he may have im his possession
regarding the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
You should slso determine location of Raymond Polacco
through interview of Griffin and set forth leads to
have him interviewed.

Atlsnta should continue efforts to locste
Raymond Polacco in an effort to interview him and completely
resolve this sllegation. It is noted that Polacco was
allegedly employed at the First National Bank in Atlanta,
Georgia, and sllegedly attends Georgia State College in
Atlanta. Your efforis to locate Polacco should not be
limited to his alleged place of employment and school as
8ll avenues must be exhausted to locate and interview him.

Based upon svailsble imformation, Buresu indices
contain no imformation ideatifisble with Raymond Polacco
or Joe Griffin.

Keep the Bureau advised of pertineant developments.

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (for imfo)
- Atlanta (44-2386) (for imnfo)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

Dallas, Texas
March ly, 1u8%

ANNORYMGUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION CF RAYNOND PCLACCC
IN ASSASSINATICGN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Reference is made to the wmemorandum, entitled
as above, submitted by the Atlanta Cffice om March 11,
156%,

A c¢heck of the City Directory of Amarille,
Texas, failed to reveal an addross of 1515 North Manhattan
Street or the name of JOE GRIFFIN, The City Directory
did reveal a J, E, Griffin, Painter, residing at 1ul3
North Manhattan Street,

Operator No, 20, Amarillc Credit Association,
#12 Taylor Street, on March 17, 196v, advised that Johanie
E, Griffin, 1513 North laphattan Street, had beea known
to their files siace July of 1566, and was reportedly
employed as 2 house paiater, The name of his wife was
shown &8s Judy but file alse contained information that
Griffin had filed for diverce from Judy on January 9,
1964,

On March 17, 196y, Nr, Johnnie Ernest Griffin,
1913 North Manhattam Street, Amarillo, Texas, was inter-
viewed at his place of employment, the Astoria Park
Apartments, Amarille, Texas, Griffin advised that oa

Thais document conising neither reconnmenda-
tions nor conclusions of the FRl, It is
the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its conteats are

not te be distributed ocutside your agency.

SEARCHED.. .. . INBEXED .. . ]
SERIALIZED FILEB____.

MAR 21 1369

FBI — ATLANTA Y
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ANNCORYNCUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PART ICIPATICN OF RAYHNOND
POLACCO IN ASBASIRATION CF
NMARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Japuary 6, 1963, his wife's sister, lxs, Charlie (Wamda)
Johnston, came to Ammrillo, and lived with thes until

Nay of 1968, s advieed tant she has movw returned te her
hushand amd that they reside at 312 - Apariment 3, Eloise
Courts, Atlanta, Gecrgia, and that the husband, Chariie
Johnsten, is employsd as 3 fireman for the City of
Atl“t‘, Georgia,

He advised that the sother ¢f Chariie Johmnsaton
is ¥rs, R, 83, Johnsten, 554 Hill Street, Atlanta,
Geergin, He stated that ome time at Amarillo while Wanda
Johaston was drumk, she stated that her hesband,

Charlie Johnston, had rua over a Negro boy sad killed
iz, She stated that her busband bad killed a Negre for
free bhut thmt her mother ia law got $16,000G,00 for
shooting Maritin Luther King. He stated that he did act
know whethor this was tPue or not, bat that irs, Johaston
did sbout that time mend Wamda Johnston about 32,000.00 to
py fer = car,

Griffia sdvised that all of his wife's family
¢ell hin Joo Gritfin, He stated timt his wife, Judy
Grififia, leoft his about October, 1863, snd retursed to
Atianta, Georgia, vhere she yesides with 2 sister,
Deborah Blackman, at 334-C Conifederate Courts, Atlamts,
Georgia, He advised that there is preseantly & court
fight moiag or for ihe custcdy of their taree childrea,

Griffin advised that he was in Atlamta just
before Chmistnes of 1963, and that Deboreh Blackman
told hin thet lrs, Johastos had received amcther “hig
pay off” im the MNartim Lather King cese, snd that this
“pay off” bBad boen made by Kaymond Polaceco, He advised
thart he had never met this Eaymond Polacco but that he
was geing with Deborahk Biacksan at the tise that he was
in Atiamta,
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ARNCHNYNCGUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION CF RAYNOND
PUGLACCO IN ABBASINATIOR COF
NARTIN LUTHER XING,JR,

Gritfin advised that he returmed to Amarille,
Texas, and that on Jameayy 28, 1965, he received n
telegren which read as follows:

“Dear Sir: I weuld like to get im touch
with you comcerning your family. 1t is impore
tant, 1 would like for you to reply bsck o
the Atlaata Main Office, seanding your tele-
phone aumsbery, Please amswer one way or the
cther. BRUCEZ MARKSE . "

Gritfiin advized that he seni 2 telegras bhack
furaishiag his phone mumber and the asxt day received
& telephone call fves Raysoad Polecco from Atiamta,
Georgia, Nolaceo advised that he understood thst
Griffin waas lockiag feor evidemce {o indicate ithat his wife
was morslly unfit to have the childrea and steted that
be wguld secure pictures of his wiie in the nude or in bed
with seme man 1f Oriffia would pay him $500,.060, He
indicated to Griffia that e was an iavestigator aad
t0ld Griffim cthat he could be reached at Atlsata tele-
phone nunber 404-361-7237,

Griffin advised that he called Polacce bhack af
this nunber and inlked with 2 wonan whese nzne he undeor-
stoed to be "Calloway™”. She advised that Polacee did not
live at that address hut that she babysst for the four yeoar
old daughter of Polacco. She said that Polacee lived
“down the atreet” snd advised that she lived at 4580
Ridgearest Drive, She stated that Polaceo was & Caban,

27 years of sge, wvas act employed, but had = wife wio
verked in 2 drug store., BShe said that Polacco was
sttending school somewhere is Atlaatas,

Oriffin sas them asked if e wrote 2 letter

te the Atlante Conmtituticon, Atlamnts, Geowrgia, about
this satter and emphatically doemied writing such &
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ANNONYHOUS ACCUSATIOR ALLEGING
PARTICIPATIGR OF RAYNOND
POGLACCC IN ASSASINATION OF
BARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ietter, He stated that =1l that he knew zbout the
Nartia Luther King sasassimation bhad cowme f[rom sembers
¢f his wife's family and that he kmev nothiag of his
o knowledge ahout the maiter,

Cn Maych 17, 1569, Mr. Dee Miller, Attomey
at Lavw, Fisk Building, Eighth and Polk Streety Amrilie,
Texas, advised that he represeated Johnnie E, Griffin
in 2 diveree and child custody suit agaiast his former
wife, Judy Griffin, ¢f Atliantx, Georgims, He advised that
he did yeceive & ¢all from a wan naned Raymond, last asme
net given, frem Atlamta, Georgia, advising that be would
secure comprewising photographs of Judy Griffin ifor use
in the child custody mstter for 3500.00, Milier advised
that this caller claimed to be an inveatigator but
stated that it waz issediately appareat to aim that

_the caller was aet aa iavestigator sisce b did mot

ovel have & cusers snd vanted am advance so that e could
buy a camera. Mililer told this caller that ithey were
mot interested im such a propesition,

My, Hiller advised that there was & hearing
at Amerillo, Texas, on January 24, 1568, im the child
custody metter and that Griffia had furanished hin scue
letters frow am “Aunt Ella” from Decaturg. Georgia, vhich
letters described the imworsl bebavicur ¢f Judy Griiffia
while in Atlamia, He sdvised that he subpoensed this
persol ¢ the hearing and sittempted to introduce the
letters but "Aumt Zlla” denied writimg sech letters and
stated she convinced hism that she did sot write the
letters. He stnted that he accused Griffia of preparing
tho letters from "Aunt Ells” but he demied it., Mr.
Miller sadvised that im view of this, he wag seriocusly
e::ndoruz asking pormission ¢of the ccurt to withdrav fros
t case,

- 4%,
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3/18/6%

AIRTEL
TO: DIRECTCR, FB1 (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, DALLAS (44~2849) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel tc Dallas dated 3/14/69.

Epclosed herewith for the Bureau are five
copies of LHE captioned "ARONYMOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION GF RAYHOND POLACCU IN ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.", dated 3/19/6%, at Dallas,
Texas,

Two coples each are also eaclosed for the
Atlanta and Memphis offices,

The interview of JCHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIK also
known as Joe Griffim, was conducted by BAs WILLIAM
R, JERKINS and LARRY J, STEGING, The interview of
Attorney DEE MILLER was by SA WILLXAM R, JENKINS.

LEADS
ATLANTA
AT FOUBREST PARK, GECRGIA. 1. ¥ill interview Mrs.
ALF CALALAY, 3 gecrest Street, since this is
apparently the persom that GRIFFIN talked with by phoae

and #ho said that she was & babysitter for RAYMOND
POLACCO 2nd kept his feur yesr eld daughter.,

2, Will determine holder of Atlanta phome
nusber 404-361-7297, aad if not listed to ALF CALALAY
will interview them for iaformation comceraing POLACCO.

3 - Bureau (¥ac, §) ]
2.z Memphis (44-1957) (imc. 2) A . S—

2.# Atlanta (44-23u6)(Enc. 2) o 1960

1 - Dalils MARZ21

VRJ :mar ® FBI—ATLANTA Y,

v/
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oxFBI ATLANTA

'FBI WASH DC
827PM URGENT 3/28/69 CAB
TO DIRECTOR ATALNTA MEMPHIS PHILADELPHIA

F ROM B}ASHINGTON FIELD 44-703 1P

MURKIN

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST.
LEONARD E. DOYLE, R (PROB), (PROTECT) ADVISED MARCH
;TWENszszﬁT INSTANT THAT BEVEL NOT IN WDC. ACCORDING TO
SOURCE BEVEL BELIEVED TO BE IN ATLANTA ATTENDING AN SCLC
S TAFF MEETING. | |
END
L WG

FBI ATLANTA

M- 354 2
lsnmuiggéagigsg; !é,

A2l LLLIP0K

55
L
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”

FRI ATLANTA

URGTAT 3/28/69 LUG ‘ : Ry

1122pPMN D
DELPHIA

TO DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON FISLD, PHILA
g 4 e

FROY ATTANTA (A4-238K)

PHILADTLPHIA

ATLANTA SoURCTR
15 0T IW ATLANTA !

WILL Bo INTERVIED .

AIY COPY TO VEMPHIS,

F2I PHYILA ]
.

MXS

FBI WASH DC*
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FBI MEMPHIS

545 PM URGENT 3-28-69 DND
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), WFO, ATLANTA, AND

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MURKIN.

/1;’/ E

—
" .
g
n
(>

N

\

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL TO BUREAU MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST.

FOR MOBILE'S INFORMATION,
JAMES BEVEL, SCLC OFFICIAL.
HIS STATEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TO
MEMPHIS PD APFROXIMATELY APRIL THREE,
INFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE KILLED VHILE IN
MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS PD HAS NO KNOVLEDGE THIS LETTER.

' BEVEL IS NOT NOW IN MEMPHIS BUT INFO AVAILABLE TO MEMPHIS
INDICATED ABERNATHY OF SCLC IS TO BE IN ATLANTA MARCH TWENTYNINE

NEXT AND ALSO THAT NUMEROUS SCLC OFFICIALS ARE TO MEET AT R

MONTGOMERY> ALA.

ATLANTA AND MOBILE ATTEMPT TQ LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BEVEL. P.-

END
L WG

FBI ATLANTA

ON APRIL FOUR NEXT.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PD-350 (v, %16-63)

{Mount Cllpplng in Space Below)

}
l

b)’ SQM}’S RGV. Beve} Aberna&hy

f‘Beheves ,

By HENRY P. LEIFERMANN

y/ By United Press Internatmnal

The Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy |

 said Thursday he believes .one

of his aides, the Rev. James

. Bevel, can prove James Earl

T wmmmaa.

» Saturday.

Ray is innocent in the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther .
King Jr.

“T have absolute confidence i in}

his judgment  and integrity, ”
the

Abernathy said of Bevel,

s i
Percy Foreman

James Ear| y

QT

/ Rays attorney, Percy Fore-

man ‘of Houston, has not|

- commented on Bevel’s offer of

h‘elp Neither Foreman, who is|
B

Tenn., nor Level
e fOr comment

.’ in’ Memp}us
wis avaﬂab]
hursday,

B&ivel has refused to elabgrate

T —— e,
- -‘—-_.\

on hatever information h: has,
Ab(;rnathy s telegram statement
was issued after he, Bevel and
‘other SCLC ofﬁcxals dlscu‘ised

— i

T *—\.‘_»'

the' sit  on
Vednl chiat;on by telephonef on
Bevel hag

a de fense been Spro enaed as

witness in the Ray

“ . ;wl

{trial by Ray's former attorn s
Arthlr J. Hanes Sr., o

the ex-

Southern Christian LeadershijMayor of Bir mingham, Aly.

Conference (SCLC) leader whe
offered

“If a conspiracy exists, and 1
believe it does, it must be fully
exposed,” Abernathy said. “T:
call upon America’s oppressed

- and victimized to come to the
© - aid and defense of the accused

man.”

Abemathy made the state-
ment in a telegram released by
the SCLC offices here.

to defend Ray 1ase—5-~»« —
! "Ray fired him

‘ bance

[Anes, in an mterwew aﬁer
4

T f-_m

amdJ hired
Foreman last November, said
<he had planned to g;ve that a
blpck power group with Com-f

i

_,,ﬁ

mpmst ties killed King, wﬁth a
goal of - creating civil distur-
in the wake of the
assassination s———-—o

Bevel, longtime staffer under;
King and Abernathy, is director |

of nonviclent

direct action for SCLC, and

presently works in the SCLC’s|

Philadelphia office. In a tele-
gram to Ray last Saturday,
Bevel offered to defend him and
said, “I know you are not
guilty.”” e =

education and;
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

PESHEIE e

- Abernathy said Thursday in a

. Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba-

Abema%hy Backs
Defender 0%" Ray

By HARMON PERRY -
. 'The president of the Southern Christian Leadershlp Confer-

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he

judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy

said what the Rev. James Bevel | | defend'a man accused of murder

is trying to do is “move non-
violence into a new dimension
of American life.”

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said early
this week in Philadelphia that
he would defend James Earl
Ray, who goes on trial in March
for the April 4 fatal shooting of
Dr. King in Memphis.

The Rev.: Mr. Bevel said he
did not believe Ray is guilty
and would defend him free of
charge.

“Rev. Bevel is speaking to
‘the real issue,” the Rev. Mr.

statement issued in the Baha-
.mas but released by SCLC head-
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev.

hamas to recuperate from a
recent hout with pneumonia. .

THE REV. Mr. Abernathy

said the issue is not who killed |
Dr. King but rather “what killed [

hizr¥—=

“Rey. Bevel has offered to

LS

has absolute confidence in the

and wishes not to reveal details
of that defense,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy went on.

“The American public must
have all the information about
the guilt for this murder,” he

said. “If a conspiracy exists—f

and I believe it does—it musi
be fully exposed. '
“Goipg beyond a consplracy,
Americans must understand that
broader guilt exists in a society
which has been Kkilling off its
best young leaders, including
President John 'F." Kennedy,
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and Dr. King.-

T “IT WILL BE well for the
American people to seek the jus-
tice which Dr. King worked for
rather than killing’ Ray,” - the
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said.

The SCLC president, who took

over- the reins of the organiza-

tion after Dr. King was siain,

'said he has known the Rev. Mr. |,
Bevel for eight years as an “out-

standing strategist and organiz-
er in the nonviolent movement.”
“I have absolute confxdence
in his judgment and integrity,”
the Rev. Mr Abm*nmﬂy sald
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FD-302 {Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date January 31, 1969

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N, E,,
Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically advised with regards to his
statement to the press, which was quoted in '"The Washington
Post" newspaper, Washington, D, C., on January 29, 1969, that
what he told the press was that he believed in view of the
assassiantions of President JOHN F, KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there would be an
indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who stands
for righteousness. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists
with respect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING. He
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29,
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. In regard
to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence
indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on
his part that such a conspiracy does existy He stated he has
no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a
conspiracy.

Rev. ABERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev,
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at
Memphis, Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev.
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination
of Dr. KING, two Negro firemen, who had been assigned to the
fire station across the street from the motel where Dr. KING
was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to
Rev, LAWSON that move left the fire station unmanned and they
were moved to a station which was already fully manned and
equipped. Also according to Rev. LAWSON, a Negro policeman,
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was
killed, was moved off of that beat “t h-e. #@sk.y Dr. KING was
k111ed April 4, 1968, but prior to the k1111ng

q%(\l

1/30/69

at

by.

This document confains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It s the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency;

1LTON :vsc Date dictated 1/31/69

Atlanta, Georgia File# Atlanta 44-2386 Q;L7/=P

# and its contents are notto be distributed cufside your agency.
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- CONFIDENTIAL -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to . - Philadelphia, Pe nhsylvan’ia
File No. : ‘ - . .
January 23, 1969“

JAMES EARL RAY; _. o ' .
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM \ . |

_ ~ Reverend James Bevel was:inferviewed at his
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on

January 21, 1969. The following are the results of this
“interview: o '

‘ GROUP 1
Excluded from automa’clc
downgrading and

declassification
W 23862217
_ SEARCHED . INDEXED
oo SERIALIZED FILED
CONFIDENTIAL JAN 3 1 “969
/7 FBI—ATRANTA
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