AT 44-2386

Mr. EAVES said undoubtedly I had already heard
that the media had made some inquiry as to whether I had
been transferred to Detroit over the MARTIN LUTHER KING
matter, and he had told the media he did not know.whether
this was a demotion. .

I informed EAVES in my judgment this was a
promotion inasmuch as Detroit is a much larger office than
Atlanta, and if posed this question, I would have to refer
any such inquiry to the Director as he was the only person
who would know the answer.

EAVES indicated again that he planned to make an
interim report concerning his investigation of KING. I
told him again I would not participate since the FBI was
not inveolved. I did tell him, however, that if asked by
the media whether he and I had had a conference on this
date, that I would admit to this, however, would furnish
no details since I considered the conversation confidential.
He said that this is the same way he looked at it and he
had no intention of referring to our conversation.

FEAVES departed at 2:05 P.M. in a most cordial
and amicable manner, and promised to visit the office
again in the near future to meet members of the staff and
personnel that might be available.
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

|Eaves’ Meeting’

On King Reset

By CLIFF GREEN,

. Public Safety Commissioner -
A. Reginald Eaves’ on-again
off-again news conference to
release the results of the bu-
reaji’s investigation iato the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther Xing Jr. has heen

- reset for 10 a.m. Wednesday.

Eaves was given an “over-
view” paper outlining the bu-
reau's progress in the five-

eek-old investigation Friday,

.2 news conference ‘was
uled for Monday.
A police spokesman post-
the release. of the re-
port until Tuesday. Then late
Monrday the conference was
re-scheduled for Wednesday.
Eaves said five weeks ago
bhe bad new information on
the King murder, indicating
the killing was the result of a
y hatched in Atlanta.
At the ume Eaves said the
information was provided by
“someone I respect a greaf
deal” but declined to identify
_the .person turning over the

material,

Arweek later, The Atlanta
Jonrnal reported the informa-
tioh came from a {wice-con-
victed drug dealer named
Robert Byron Watson,

Watson, 21, has been con-
victed on two federal charges
involving illegal drugs: the
importation of heroin, and
conspiracy to dlstnbute six
mncesofcocam

™ 4'}

investigate Watson's state-

+ Memphis, Knoxville and Ash- -

LA Pk R

In addition, Watson pleaded
no contest to a DeKalb County |
charge of possessing less than
an ounce of marijuana last
year. He has also been ar-
rested in Atlanta and charged
with creating a turmeil, and
once got into trouble with his
federal parole board for leav-
ing the counlry without per-
mission.

He is now in the Federal
Youth Center at Ashland, Ky.

The bureau's mtelligenc
division bas had as many a
four officers assigned '

ment that he overheard
several Atlanta men discuss-
ing the King murder a week
before it occurred. The- final
report has been boiled down
to four paga, a pohce spokes-
man said.

After Eaves anncunced the
investigation (he has never
admitted -it is based on the
Watson -material), the FBI
said it had investigated identi-
cat information in 1971 and
found it groundless,

Atlanta officers repo.tedly
visited Washington, D. C,
land during their investi
tion. Themgxing murder l;‘;

been investigated intensely by
botk public and private invps-

tigators since the Nobel la
ate was lnlled m Apnl 196§
' J k

auu.ﬂ

F-4
e
.L
+
v
ey}
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

aves to Release Results :
Of King Death Probe Today

3

Public Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves will re-

lease the results of his investigation into the 1968 assassi-

nation of Dr. Maanutheerng ataWedneeday press
conference, i

-

Eaves is expected to release a four-page statement on
his deparfment's probe, based on a statement from a
federal inmate who claimed he overheard men planning

King's death a week before the civil rights leader was

siain in Memphis,

InteRigence officers pursued the tip for two weeks in'

Tennessee and elsewhere. An FBI spokesman said the bu-
reau had received the same information in 1971 and dis-

counted it. Eaves has maintained that the information 1s_

I‘new ”

Much of the information contamed in the mmate’s 34- '

tten statement deals with an alleged drug
smuggling ring. Some of that mfonmhon has been corrobo-
" jated, lawmen said. o

The 16 a.m. pmconferencemnbeheldmmefou
* fJoor conference room at police headquarters, a spokes
id. . = .

el *uh

Xe. .. - s madex]
ot o , . .r8dla
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" By CLIFF GREEN

Robert Byron Watson is an
unlikely candidate for fame.

Other than the publicity
generated by his statement
that he overheard several
white men discussing a plot to
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr, the Zl.year-old
Atlantar has made few marlcs
on the world. .'

And many of those appiar

on metro police blotters and
court docurnents outlining tis
involvement  with lllegal
drugs, ranging from
sion of small amounts of
marijuana to the importation
of heroin.
Nevertheless Watson's
claim that he overheard
ral men discussing the
er of the Nobel laureain
‘been kept alive for five
mainly by his mother, .

. I
'} The pair tried to seli their
- ry to President Nixon in
| 970, according to a state-
by Watson. The FBI said
lt investigated the story in
1971, and several private
groups have studied the ma-
tana[ off and on untii today

The latest official inquiry
Jbegan several weeks agy
[when the allegations wers

ght to the attention °|f

to have studied

fne men named by Watson
'Ie assassination.

«} Watson's assassination sto
described as “bizarre”

s,

{Mount C'lll'mina in Sonea Balnwh

«an Atlanta attornmey Iamlliar
with the case. How the young |
man arrived at the story may .
deserve the same sort of de-
scription, ;
Watson's father was killed
in an automobile accident in
1968, The death apparently
had a traumatic effect on the
ter, says his mother,
. W. Walson "
{ Her son is *“a severe astli-
| lpatlc” who has “been a shut-
in most of his life,” she saysy

gHe “devoted his time {o the

:ludy of archeology and geo

igy,” which eventually le

him to the alleged conspirs
and into the world o

illicit d¢rugs, according to Mrs.

Watson, :

4
In 1967, Watson, then 13, .

was introduced to several
men who operated & Buck-

head firm dealing in artifacts,
* - faddox, and attempted to see

his tnother recalls.

For the next few months
he went to the firm several
times a week after school, she

says. In the spring of 1968, he |
overheard tm!'; |

supposedly
assasgination plot.

“When mother picked
ip,” Watson says in a statek
ipent now on file with The
<ournal, “I told her King was
going 1o be killed.

“She asked me how 1 knew,
but I wouldn't tell her,” Wat-
son writes. “She said I didn't
-know that, but I told her that

ta Public Safety Direr- 1 did. I told her the place,

tr A. Reginald Eaves. ! ‘
‘I The Atlanta Journail Ins
contacted those knowm a

the Watson
claims. Not one will admit to
finding any evidence linking

day, time, etc., that it woald
take place "

The assassination - occurred
week later, and the men Jeft
the country, according to Wat-
s v

While they were gone, Wat-
son said, ;Z told bhis mother
about the plot. The men didn't
return until admitted King
killer James Earl Ray was

arrested in London the

'winter, he says. :

'.' After the men returned a
:|re-opened their business, Way
son and his mother paid
mt' . .~l..,‘_'.;

i

——

© Appearance,

) and a frame of bones,”

“investigates assassmanon om-.

“back to the wrong
. Watson said fu the statement,

-ment _he was forced to go to

“We believed that if they
knew that ! had overheard
“hem, they would have us
:ulled " Walson writes. “We
’ielleved that the best thing

or us to do if they came back
was to go back out there and
act as if we knew nothing.”

During the visit, one of the
alleged conspirators pulled
Watson aside and issued an
obligue warning. “He said
that bad things happen to peo-
-Ple who overhear things. and

-tell the authorities,” Watson _

uﬁmthanayearpaased

- before Watson and his mother |

-decided to tell the authorities.
The pair flew to Washing-
ton in June 1970, where; they
.say, they talked with Nixon

aides and the FBIL
talked with then-Rep. Charles
Weltner, and through an attor-
ney, contacted Sen. Herman
dge, then-Gov. Lester

the late Sen. Richard Russetl,

Finally, the attorney-reachid |

Washington lawyer Bernard
Fensterwald, who privately

spiracies.

" “After we turned the infor-
mation in, it evidently !gof
e ¥
. the.

“1 was approached by

toid that it had

voted on that we should
dle, but that H 1 worked with
them, they knew we wouldn’t
be against them.”

Watson said in his state
the Far East with the men,

the trip,” Mrs
in a letter to a
porter, “T was shocked at

; -
it T

"Hewasuwhl

‘It was

personality
P elychanged and his

out by the handsful”
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4 Shortly thereafter, Watson
Jaid, he moved to Chambize,
where he shared an apart-
ment “with some Christian

" in an attempt “to hide
out from the gangsters.”

“Not long after that, a
magazine wrapped in brown
paper from Bangkok, Thai-
land, came through the mail,”

Watson said in his statement. |t

“My mother had told me over
the phone that a magazine
bad arrived from the Orient
and that she had put it in the
shopping bag with the rest of

.my things in a hall closet.”

Federal narcotics agents
promptly raided the Watson
home, where they confiscated
the magazine containing her-
oin and arrested Mrs. Watson.

The Chamblee apartment was |

alsp raided and Watson was
rrested. .
According to drug enIorceT

ment agents, three rollec

{magazines  containing herois)

were mailed from Thailand t-l

them were confiscated but the
{hird was allowed to go
%hl'ough- B R
In July 1972, Walson was
. sentenced to frem four to six
- years in the Federal Youth
Center at Ashiand, Ky, and
| Mrs. Watson was placed on a
year’s federal probation.
- Watson was paroled in
" March 1974, but in less than
10 months, he had heen ar-
rested in DeKalb County for
possessing less than an ounce
of marijuana, In addition, he
- ‘vas ayrested in Atlanta and

the Watson home. Two of

charged with creating a tur-
:noil, then got in trouble with

4 . LT ’.' _:':.._‘ :h nl._‘
the federal government 1%-
going to Chile with a ginl-
friend without ' permissidn
from his probation officer.

" In January, Watson was ar<
rested by federal agents and
charged with conspiracy to’
distribute six ounces of co-
calne, He was convicted in

May, and returned to the
-youth center in Kentucky,

Watson, who claims he can
connect the murder of Dr.
King to the killing of Presi~
dent Kepnedy, blames his
troubles on “the syndicate
people in high places in gbv-
ernment” who do not wantih
story told. ST L

e
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aves’ KlngProbe Callea
Waste, Em.barrassment

By JIM STEWART

Public Safety Commissioner Regirhld
Eaves' fruitless investigation into the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
*a waste of time, money and a source of
embarragsment to me and my family,” one
of the targets of that investigation said
Wednesday. _

Bane. Culley, a self-employed Atlanta
businessman, said he bad cooperated fully

uh investigators in the probe “at a great
to me in terms of time and lawyelL
fees.”

Eaves said Wednesday a report he 1

atleging an Atianta-based conspiracy
to kil Dr. King “could not be substanti-
ated.” C
. “Unless npew Information becomes
. available, I consider the subject ¢l
. Eaves announced at a press conference.
) and several other men were
) mmdhyRobertByronWabon.afedenl
inmate serving time for a drug convi
:]as having plotted King's death a week be

fore the civil rights leader was shot April
1868, on the balcony of the Lorraine Mulfl

*F have no comment on what Watson ha
yunullhaveachancetomadhmmtm

* Culley said. “But 1 think the fact'

the FBI and. the Atlanta police have
lootedmtoxtandd:smlssed;tspeaksforlt-

said intelligence officers who inter-
w(}nllgn were “polite” but were not specific
about what he was suspected of.

“T volunteered to take a polygraph enmi
uthm," Culley said. “When it was completed I
didn't even ask what the results were. 1 knew
what they w

Cnneyadnuttedtbatheknewhisam
when the young man worked at a Buckhead
Jrt galiery, the scene of the alleged plot to kill
. King. “If you know Watson or have ever

mthhlm,thenyonknowwhatt[:‘

are worth,” Culiey

| B

S'F

»l

Watson, 2, is cmmtly serving 2 !ive?
year sentence in , Ky., for conviction
parcotics trafficking. US. District Judge 1r
well Edenfield, who.originally sentenced Wa'-

30n, has since ordered that he undergo psyeh‘ﬁ

;

atric examination,

A rambhng, 34-page statemeut by Wabon
on his dealings in the drug market included
abvdt three pages of information alleging the
plot. Eaves said Wednesday the statement

ven to him by comedian Dick Gregory.

a

the names, places and dates concerning the
conspiracy have been corroborated,”
Eaves said. “However, equally as important,
Watson's claims of involvement by individuals-
. he named as conspiring to kill Dr King mld
not be substantiated.”
Eaves said that while the investigaﬁmif
Watson’s allegations pmved fruitless, detectives -
k did receive in!ormation “which indimtu T

Lk

p poasidility” lhat there may have been a
spiracy linked to King’s death.
He added, however, “We are unable {0 at-
test to the reliability of persons who claim
knowledge of a conspiracy.” “a
Becanse of the “many questions” which re-,
main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and -
U.S. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi.
gation “tgdi:’:,sure that an injustice has not been _
Eaves declined to discuss what new infot-
mation his investigators had received He con-
ceded that Watson's report was the same one -
jnmlm anddimimdasmalmbytham
In the course of the tion Eaves
hdaecmedlheFBIofbemgunmomtive
and not all access to its
Eaves said inmtigatou talked with 11
* Jaw enforcement  agencies and 35 “non-govern-
mental pmons during the investigation.

.

X”!‘(ﬂf e

13&1 ﬂent uurpau

cannowstatecategoncallythatmanyv

i
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V_JWSTATES DEPARTMEN DJF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer 1 Atlanta, Georgia

File No.

-~

279170

—————

August 1, 1975

MURKIN

-

On July 30, 1975, Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner
A. Reginald Eaves, held a news conference at which time he

- released the results of his investigation into the assassina-

tion of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Two newspaper accounts
of this conference are attached to this memorandum. .

It is pointed out in these accounts Eaves advised
that because of the many questiors which remain in the case,

“he would ask the U. S. Department of Justice, Officials i.n

Memphis, and U. S. Representative Andrew Young to initiate
investigation to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated.
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, 1t is the property of the FBI and is laned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.

6 - Bureau (44-38861)
- Memphis EAA-IB?)(Info)
Atlanta (44-2386) (C)
C:cw

(9)
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J’ T Eaves said the statemert

By CLIFF GREEN
Public Safety Commissioner?
A Regmalg:l Eaves conceded
Wednesday that allegations
the assassination of Dr. Mar.
tin Luther King Jr. was the
result of an Atlanta-hased
conspiracy are “not substanti-
.M-)I
Eaves then returned the
ball to where it had been ever
since the Nobel Prize winning
civil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968 The US. De;
partment of Justice and locai
uthorities in Memphis. !
1:he commissioner orderet
investigation into the King
r a month ago after
omedian Dick Gregory gave
him a copy of a statement by
a twice-convicted drug dealer,
Robert Byron Watson, why
claimed to have overhear
several Atlanta men discuss
ing King's murder a week be*
: it occurred.

_The Watson statement p
0o accurate information
e Atlanta
Constitution, Page
1—_A,_ July 39, 1975

1

fid give Atlanta investigators
unspecified “leads” in the
¢ase, but indicated the “leads”

had nothing to do with the

Atlanta men.

In faet, he said two of the
men named by Watson who
are still living in Atlanta took
polygraph examinations over
the weekend, and the lie
getector indicated the individ-

upls were not invelved in ule
al{eged conspiracy, [}
L'Based on this evidence"
Ejves said¢ in a prepared
statement, “our investigation,
therefore, causes us to reject
the probability of g conspir-
acy based upon ths specific
allegations made by Watson
in the document he submitted
relative to Dr. King’s death.”
Watson and his mother,
Mrs. R. W. Watson, have been
trying to convince officials of
the truth of the 21-year-old's

" story since 1970, two years

after Dr. King's death,
] The Atlanta office of tle
FBI said it obtained the samie

Jndormation in 1971 and fourd

groundiess, o4

T~ Watson claims to have been
framed on charges of import«
ing heroin in 1972 and charges.

10f conspiring to distribute co-.
caine in January 1975 bya
“high government officials
and the syndicate” because of
his knowledge of the conspir-

acy. :
c%aves said the Atlanta Bu-
reau of Police Services inves-
tigation “found no evidence to
support his claims.”
* A mental examination has
been ordered for Watson, who
is confined to the Federal
Youth Center in Ashland, Ky.
At one point during the bu-
reau’s probe, Eaves said it
would have been impossible
for the FBI to investigate the
Watson statement four years
ago, because some of the
information was as new as
1974,

During the Wednesday

press conference, however,
Eaves admitted that the new
information concerned drugs,
not the assassination. . g4
% “Untess new informatiug
becomes available,” Eavies
Baid, “l consider the subjcgt
Jlosed,” . R
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Public Safely .Commissioner Regirald
Eaves’ fruitless investigation into the assas-
sination of Dr. Main Luther King Jr. was
“a waste of time-.noney and a source of
embarrassment to.~e and my family,” one
of the targets . that investigation said
Wednesday. L

_Bane Culley, -: self-employed Atlanta

- b man, said ‘ie had cooperated fully

Fiith investigators in the probe “at a great

tomemtermsoiﬁmeandlawyelf'
m’ﬂ

Eaves said Wednesday a report he 1

alleging an Atlanta.-based conspiracy "
:e::;l.l Dr. King “could ot be substanti- )
© *“lnless vew information becomes -
- available, I consider the subject elosed,” *
Eaves announced at a press conference.

Culley and several other men were
* ' mamed by Robert Byron Watson, a federal
- inmate serving time for a drug conviction
a8 having plotted King's death a week b~
fore the civil rights leader was shot April 4,
1963, on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, '

*T have no comment on what Watson hal

say until I have a chance to read his entire

* Culley said. “But I think the faut

both the FBI and the Atlanta police have

&m into it and dismissed it speaks for it-
]

Culley said intelligence officers who Inter-
viewed him were “polite” but were not specific
about what he was suspected of.

=T volunteered to take a polygraph exami-
mation,” Culley said. “When it was eompleted I
&ido't even ask what the results were. I knew
what they were.”

Culiey admitted that he knew his accuser
when the young man worked at a2 Buckhead

gallery, the scene of the alleged plot to kill

, King. “Ii you know Watson or have ever
with him, then you know what tis

Page 1-A
July 31, 1975
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aves’ King
Waste, Embarrassment’

are worth,” Caliey said. i )

——a e

i
¢

Watson, 21, is currently serving a five,
year sentence in Ashland, Ky., for conviction.at
4barcotics trafficking. US. District Judge- Ne¢-
“well Edenfield, who originally sentenced Wau-
| son, bas since ordered that he undergo psychit:
5 atric examination.- v

A rambling, 3{-page statement by Watson '

ont his dealings in the drug market included
about three pages of information alleging the
King plot Eaves said Wednesday the statement
was given to bim by comedian Dick Gregory.
“] can now state categorically that many
of the names, places and dates concerning the
alleged conspiracy have been corroborated,”
Eaves said. “However, equally as important,
Watson's claims of involvement by individuals
,- he named as conspiring to kill Dr. King could
~ not be substantiated.” ' :
Eaves said that while the investigation of
| Watson's allegations proved fruitless, detectives
¥ did receive information “which indicates iii

[y

¢ possibility” that there may have been a cou;

spiracy linked to King's death.

He added, however, “We are unable to at-
test to the reliability of persons who claim
knowledge of a conspiracy.” o

Because of the “many questions” which re-
main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and

- U.S. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi-

gation“zd.i:':‘surethataniujusticehasmtbm
Eaves declined o discuss what new infor-
mation his investigators had received, He con.
ceded that Watson's report was the same one
geelegid and dismissed as useless by the FBI
in : .
In the course of the investigation Eaves

' had accused the FBI of being uncooperative

! and not allowing access to its records.
Eaves said bis investigators talked with 11

“ Jaw enforcement agencies and 35 “non-govern-:
mental persons” during the investigation. |

The Atlanta Constitution
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Atlanta, Georgia

August 1, 1975

MURKIN

On July 30, 1975, Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner
A. Reginald Eaves, held a news conference at which time he

- released the results of his investigation into the assassina-

tion of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Two newspaper accounts
of this conference are attached to this memorandum.

It is pointed out in these accounts Eaves advised
that because of the many questiors which remain in the case,

“he would ask the U. S. Department of Justice, Officials in

Memphis, and U. S. Representative Andrew Young to initiate
investigation to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is kaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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By CLIFF GREEN
Public Satety Commissioner’
A, Reginald Eaves conceded
Wednesday that allegations
the assassination of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was the
result of an Atianta-based
conspiracy are “not substanti-
M'D
Eaves then returned the
ball to where it had been ever
since the Nob@! Prize winning
civil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968: The US. De;
partment of Justice and local
ities in Memphis,
‘The commissioner ord .
investigation into the King
urder a month ago after
ian Dick Gregory gave
him a copy of a statement by
& twice-convicted drug dealer,
Robert Byron Watson, whs
claimed to have overhean)
several Atlanta men discusse
ing King's murder a week ber
re it occurred,

_The Watson statement p

10 accurate informat
The Atlanta
Constitution, Page
1-A, July 30, 1975

EAVES ADMITS

" amiew vy
M ]

R

A J’ r Eaves said the statemei !

iid give Atlanta investigators
unspecified “leads” in thé
zase, but indicated the “leads”
had nothing to do with the
Atlanta men.

In fact, he said two of the
men named by Watson who
are still living in Atlanta took

lygraph examinations over
rI?e weekend, and the lie
getector indicated the individ-

ugls were not involved in tlle
alleged conspiracy. ]
L"Based on this evidence,”
Eyves said in a prepared
statement, “our investigation,
therefore, causes us (o reject
the probability of a conspie-
acy based upon ths specific
allegations made by Watson
in the document he submitted
relative to Dr. King's death.”
Watson and his mother,
Mrs. R. W. Watson, have been
trying to convince officials of
the truth of the 21-year-old's
story since 1970, two years
after Dr. King's death. !
# The Atlanta office of tle
JBI said it obtained the same
tlon in 1971 and fourd

"' Watson claims o have been
framed on charges of imports
ing beroin in 1972 and charges.
sof conspiring to distribute co-:
caine in January 1975 by
“high t officials
and the syndicate” because of
his knowliedge of the conspir-

a . .
ci‘.av said the Atlanta Bu-
reau of Police Services inves-
tigation “found no evidence to
support his claims.”
" A mental examination has
been ordered for Watson, who
is confined to the Federal
Youth Center in Ashland, Ky.

At one point during the bu-
reau’s probe, Eaves said it
would have been impossible
for the FBI to investigate the
Watson statement four years
ago, because some of the
information was as new as
1974

During  the
press conference, however,
Eaves admitted that the new
information concerned drugs,
nct the assassination. .
4 “Unless new informatiin
becomes available,” Eaves
said, “I consider the nh)e‘st

Wednesday
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aves’ King Probe Cziﬂeiji
Waste, Embarrassment”

By JI¥. STEWART }
Public Safeiy -Commissioner Regitald
Eaves’ fruitless investigation into the assas-
sination of Dr. Mar'in Luther King Jr. was
*a waste of time- money and a source of
embarrassment ta.me and my family,” one
of the targets . that investigation said
Wednesday. L
Bane Culley, *: self-employed Atlanta
- businessman, said ‘e had cooperated fully
Fith investigators in the probe “at a great
F}omemtemsatﬁmeandhwyu’%’

Eaves said Wednesday a report be re-

slleging an Atlanta-based conspiracy i
r&dﬁ’!lnr.l{jng“eouldmtbemunﬁ-l
* “Unless new information becomes
. “available, I consider the subject closed,”*
Eaves announced at a press conference.
. and several other men were
+ " pamed by Robert Byron Watson, a federal
. fnmate serving time for a drug conviction,
=[u baving plotted King's death a week ber

fore the civil rights leader was shot April 4,
1968, on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis. '

*T have no comment on what Watson |
until I have a chance to read his entire
ot Culley said. “But 1 think the fact

both the FBI and the Atianta police have

hetsdlntoitnddismimditspemmru-

Culley said intelligence officers who inter.
wiewed him were “polite” but were not specific
about what he was suspected of.

1 volunteered to take a polygraph exami-
sation.” Culley said. “When it was gbmpleted I
‘@idn't even ask what the results were. I knew

were,
Culley admitted that he knew his accuser
when the young man worked at 32 Buckhead
gallery, the scene of the alleged plot to kill
Pr. King. “Ii you know Watson or have ever

with him, then you know what _tiav

are worth,” Calley said.

Page 1-A
July 31, 1975

b

l

i

.o .
Watson, 21, Is currently serving a five:
sentence in Ashland, Ky, for conviction.o

year
barcotics trafficking. US. District Judge- Ne-
“well Edenfield, who originally sentenced Wa»

 son, has since ordered that he undergo psychit:

A rambling, $4-page statement by Watson

oo dis dealings in the drug market included
pages of information alleging the

was given to him by comedian Dick Gregory.
can pow state categorically that many
the pames, places and dates concerning the
conspiracy have been corroborated,”
said. “However, equally as importiant,
Watson's claims of involvement by individuais
. he pamed as conspiring to kill Dr. King could

1T

* % pot be substantiated.”

_ Eaves said that while the investigation of
| Watson’s allegations proved fruitless, detectives
¥ did receive information “which indicates ¥

possibility” that there may have been 2 m"
spiracy linked to King's death. &

He added, however, “We are unable to ats
test to the reliability of persons who claim
knowledge of a conspiracy.” o

Because of the “many questions” which re
main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and

- U.S. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi~

nﬁm“t&ugmmtaninjusﬁcemmtm
Eaves declined {0 discusy what new Infor-
mation his investigators bad received He con-
ceded that Watson's report was the same one-
mmmambymm
In the course of the investigation Eaves

F had accused the FBI of being uncooperative

t
!

b

angd not allowing access to its

ring records. ¥
Eaves 3aid his iavestigators {alked with 11 |*

law enforcement agencies and 35 “non-govern-:

mental persons” during the iuvestigation. |

The Atlanta Constitution
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Date: 8/1/75 [
|
Tr t the following § _ b
ansmit the following in {Type in plaintext or code) ‘:
_ATRTEL !
- -(Priority} ‘i
____________________________________________ I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
- (ATTN: SUPV. JACK LAWN, ROOM 5078
JEH, AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C)
MURKIN
Re Atlanta teletype to the Buréau, 7/18/75.

- Enclosed herewith for the Bureau azé the original
and five copies of an LHM with attached newspaper clippings.

One copy of above LHM being furnished to Memphis
Division for information. : .

Enclosed clippings set forth the newspaper articles
appearing as a result of Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner
A. REGINALD EAVES' news conference of 7/30/75, in which he
set forth the results of his investigation into the assassina-
tion of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ' .

As pointed out in these clippings, the investigation
produced no new evidence, however, EAVES stated that he would
ask the U, S, Department of Justice, officials in Memphis; and

" U. S. Representative ANDREW YOUNG to iritiate an investigation

to insure that mjustice has not been perpetrated.

4=Bureau (Enc. 6)

-~Memphis (44~1987) (Enc. 1) (Info)
Atlanta - -

Approved: Sent M Per

2k W e e ke
__ %éq«mé':’ﬂ

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Offlce: 1972 — 455.374
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Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
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" ~ ' .
. |
F8l {
|
Date: 8/1/75 t
t
i
{Type in plaintext or code) :
!
(Priority) ‘;
____________________________________________ j
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

{(ATTN: SUPV. JACK LAWN, ROOM 5078
JEH, AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C)

Re Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 7/18/75.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are the original
and five copies of an LHM with attached newspaper clippings.

One copy of above LHM being furnished to Memphis
Division for informatiom.

Enclosed clippings set forth the newspaper articles
appearing as a result of Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner
A. REGINALD EAVES' news conference of 7/30/75, in which he

"set forth the results of his investigation into the assassina-

tion of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

As pointed out in these clippings, the investigation
produced no new evidence, however, EAVES stated that he would

~ ask the U, S. Department of Justice, officials in Memphis, and

U. S. Representative ANDREW YOUNG to iritiate an investigation
to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated.

4=-Bureau (Enc. 6)

~Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1) (Info)
tlanta

(7,“-.@ ‘ - \lgq’,)gfé g 3:7*4

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Gavernment Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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AVES ADMITS

. 4
~

Public Safety Commissioner®
k Reginald Eaves conceded
~ Wednesday that allegations

the assassination of Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. was the
result of an Atlanta-based
cotzgpiracy are “not substanti-

a .Il‘ .

Eaves then returned the

ball to where it had been ever
since the Nobel Prize winning
civil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968: The US. De-
partment of Justice and local
uthorities in Memphis.
"The commissioner ordereci
investigation into the King
urder a month age after
edian Dick Gregory gave
him & copy of a statement by
a twice-convicted drug dealer
Robert Byron Watson, why
claimed to have overhear
several Atlanta men disCusst
ing King's murder a week be?
it occurred.

The Watson statement p
ided no accurate informat
the assassination.

By CLIFF GREEN :

f Eaves said the statemenﬂ
Jid give Atlanta investigators
inspecified “leads” in _thé'
case, but indicated the “leads”

had nothing to do with the _

Atlanta men.

n fact, he said two of the
men named by Watson who
are still living in Atlanta took

lygraph examinations over

e weekend, and the }m
petector indicated the individ-

uyls were not involved in tlje
aleged conspiracy, -
\“Based on this evidence,”
Ejves said in a prepared
statement, “our investigation,
therefore, causes us fo reject
the probability of a conspir-
acy based upon ths specific
allegations made by Watson
in the document he submitted
relative to Dr. King's death,”
Watson and his mother,
Mrs. R. W. Watson, have been
trying to convince officials of
the truth of the 2i-vear-cld's
story since 1970, two yea;ﬁx
after Dr. King's death. ]
The Atlanta office of te
I said it obtained the sanje
Information in 1971 and found
i groundless, |

ramed on charges of import-
ing heroin in 1972 and charges

vof conspiring to distribute co-
caine in January 1975 by
“high government officials
and the syndicate” because of
his knowledge of the conspir-
a . .

’ c%:ava said the Atlanta Bu-
reau of Police Services inves-
tigation “found no evidence to
support his claims.” -

A mental examination has
been ordered for Watson, who
is confined to the Federal
Youth Center in Ashland, Ky.

At one point during the bq-
reau’s probe, Eaves said it
would have been impossible
for the FBI to investigate the
Watson statement four years
ago, because some of the
information was as new as
1974, -

During the  Wednesday .
press conference, however, .
Eaves admitted that the new
information concernmed drugs,
pot the assassination. R

“Unless new informatifin

comes available,” Eavis

(Indlcate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,}

Page 1-A
THE ATLANTA JOURMTAL
— Atlanta, Georgia

L Xovay Copdag -

Uriginal sent JJSVur;wm

Date: 7_30_75‘

Edition: Even*.ng

Authar: Cl#ff Green

Eator:  Jack Spalding
JURKI:T

Title: ]

Character:
ar

Clanmification:

.
Submitting Office: ‘ATL_{RITA
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Says Twice-Convicted Drug Dealer’s Statement Named Two Men, Bat
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FROM

SUBJECT:

A L 175 /
C@?uu-zsss : "&' /,Zw-’ ,\M’ JEB[—;'}LANYE 7

OPTIONAL FORM Na. 10 '
HAY (M3 EDITION .
S8A FrMn {1 CPR) 101110 T e

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

File i44- 2388 DATE: 1730775
SAC WILBURN K. DeBRULER
MURKIN

At 10:25 A.M., 7/30/75, a secretary of Commissioner
A. REGINALD EAVES called and read a release she said was now
being made by FAVES to the media concerning the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. The purpose of her call was not to
coordinate or receive the sanction of this office, but what
she described as a courtesy from EAVES in making the release.

The release discussed the recent information received
and stated that EAVES obtained the information furnished by
WATSON from DICK GREGORY. The release stated that EAVES had
great faith in GREGORY. In essence, it described the information
furnished by WATSON and how the police department had traveled
to various cities throughout the United States, including
Washington, D. C., and Memphis and other places, attempting to
check the story of WATSON. The statement indicated their
investigation did not establish the veracity of WATSON's story,
nor was their investigation successful in dispelling all the
questions raised. The statement wound up by advising that the
matter is considered closed in the Atlanta Police Department,
with a plea for help to the United States Department of Justice
and other agencies equipped to run out the story of WATSON,
and solicited the aid of Congressman ANDREW YOUNG.

No reference was made to the FBI or any previous
statements by EAVES concerning the lack of cooperation of this

| | Qe 226

1- 80-633 z l

. S
WKD:rrl
(2) el ;

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FORM NO. iC

oFTIoNAL
. MAY 1052 EDITION

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

G3A PPME (4 CFR) 01-118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C) DATE: 8/12/75

: SUPV. BERNARD R. BERRY

MURKIN

On 8/12/75, JACKIE MADDOX, Channel 5 TV news,
telephonically contacted me and inquired as to whether
or not this office had instituted investigation into
information previously furnished by REGINALD EAVES,
She was advised that infermation furnished by EAVES had
been forwarded to the U. S. Department of Justice, CR Division,
Washington, D.C., for their consideration and this office
has not instituted investigation in this regard and does not
intend to do so unless so advised by USDJ., Miss MADDOX
indicated that her call was precipitated by Commissioner
EAVES' recent statement to the effect that he had
requested the USDJ to comnduct investigation concerning
the information that he had recently received regarding
the assassination of Dr. KING., She was advised that this
office was not aware whether or not EAVES had contacted the
Department of Justice and this information could only be
obtained through EAVES., I reiterated however that this
office had received no request from the Department to
institute investigation re the KING matter.

On the same date, I received a telephone call
from Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Internal Security
Agent LUKE BENSON who indicated that hg was in Atlanta
pursuing allegations recently made by RGBERT BRYON WATSON
re specific DEA Agents and allegations off wrongdoing on their
part. Specificallyy; Agent BENSON wanted to know whether or not
WATSON was ever interviewed by the FBI regarding this matter
and he was advised that I was not aware of any interview of
WATSON by the FBI regarding any drug related matters, as set
forth in the lengthy document prepared by WATSON in which he
also included information re MURKIN; however, I did advise
BENSON that WATKINS was interviewed by Agents of this office
in 1971 which interview was related solely to MURKIN, and that
the results of this information was furnished USDJ in 4/71.

- Atlanta ”“--jlgﬁ. " : "”fé | 623;7

.. % .....
fp}gc ’#(Cocémw

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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AT 44-2386

BENSON indicated that he thought it was best that he
communicate directly with the Department to obtain copies
of our report in this matter. He stated that his reason
in contacting the FBI in this matter was to determine
whether or not the results of the FBI interview with
WATSON would indicate in any way that he was mentally
unstable and therefore unreliable,

The above is recorded for information of the
file.
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AIRTEL

8/13/78
To: 8AC, Atlanta (44-2386)
From: Director, FBI (44-38881)
MURKIN

ReATairtel 8/1/78,

On 8/13/75, the Civil Rights Division advised
that by letter to the Attorney General, dated July 30,
1975, g Reginald Eaves, Public Safety Commissionmer,
Atlanta, volunteered to furanish a copy of the recent
iavestigation by the Atlanta Bureau of Public Services

to the Department.

Accordingly, Atlanta should cbtaim a copy of this
report which will be disseninated to the Civil Rights
Division.

J - 236 23F

SEARCHED _,...... INDEXER . .uvves

SERIALZED .., .« FLEDF .. ivasen
AUGT 5 1975

FB! .— ATLANTA
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FBI
Transmit in ] Via AIRTEL .
o _{T{pejnglaime_ngrc_odﬂ o B (_Pre_cedence)
8/13/75
(Date)
To: SAC, Atlanta (44-2386)
\’Fron: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

ReATairtel 8/1/75.

On 8/13/75, the Civil Rights Division advised
that by letter to the Attormey General, dated July 30,
1975, A.Reginald Eaves, Public Safety Commissioner,
Atlanta, volunteered to furnish a copy of the recent
investigation by the Atlanta Bureau of Public Services
to the Department.

Accordingly, Atlanta should obtain a copy of this
report which will be disseminated to the Civil Rights

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)
(Do not type BEYOND THIS MARGIN.}

Division.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY (982 EDITION
GSA FePMr (it am) 101-11.4 ——

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) DATE: 8/26/75

: SUPV. BERNARD R. BERRY

suBjecT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 8/13/75.

As noted on serial 2328 of this file, SAC DUNN
contacted Mr. EAVES concerning the obtaining of a copy of
Atlanta Police Department (APD) Investigative Report based
on information furnished by ROBERT BYRON WATSON. As indicated
by SAC DUNN, Mr, EAVES advised a copy of this report could be
obtained through Cpt. BURNETTE, APD,

In this regard, on 8/26/75, I contacted Cpt. BURNETITE
telephonically at 11:15 AM, and adv:.sed that a copy of their
investigative report could be obtained through Det., JUDY
WILLIAMSON at the convenience of the Agent who was to stop by
and pick it up.

n Pursuant to édove, SA WILSON is requested to promptly
obtain copy of APD report and submit same to Bureau via LHM,

For info of Case Agent, Cpt. BURNETTE is located in
Beta Bldg., w Northside of 75, Room 520. SA ED SHEA, #3 Squad,
is familiar with this 1nforma.t10n and should be of assistance
in locating.

W M 13662527
ooy

Atlanta y f[ AUGJ 6%975

:dhs .
. "‘ﬂ P — AitANTA :
7/6 (- vl v

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savin:g.r Plan”
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SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 8/26/75
SUPV. BERNARD R. BERRY

MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 8/13/75.

As noted on serial 2328 of this file, SAC DUNN
contacted Mr, EAVES concerning the obtaining of a copg of
Atlants Police Department (APD) Investigative Report based
on information furnished by ROBERT BYRON WATSON. As indicated
by SAC DUNN, Mr. EAVES advised a copy of this report could be
obtained through Cpt. BURNRETTE, APD.

In this regard, on 8/26/75, I contacted Cpt. BURNETTE
telephonically at 11:15 AM, and advised that a copy of their
investigative report could be obtained thro:ﬁh Det. JUDY
WILL ON at the convenience of the Agent who was to stop by
and pick it up.

Pursuant to dove, SA WILSON is requested to promptly
obtain copy of APD report and submit same to Bureau via LHM.

For info of Case Agent, Cpt. BURNETTE is located in
Beta Bldg., th 'Northside of %5, Room 520, SA ED SHEA, #3 Squad,
ig familiar with this information and should be of assistance
in locating.

lanta oG 24

>~ &z
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FD-350 (Rev., 7-16-63)

BY 3 ATLANTANS

i
1

By JIM GRAY

Three Atlanta men accused

by a coovicted parcotics
dealer of complicity in the
1968 slaying of Martin Luther
King Jr. and exonerated this
_summer by Atlanta police
have filed a $3 millkion libel

suit against their accuser and

: his mother.

Bayne 8. Culley, Harold Eu- .

- gene Purcell and Lawrence
W. Meier claim in the Fulion
County Superior Court action

. that 21-year-old Robert Byron

. Watson and his mother pub-
lished “false, scandalous,

" malicions and defamatory”
written statements they knew

- to be false.

Attached to the lawsuit are

-'six pages allegedly written by
young Watson. The narrative

. claims Watson overheard the
men plotting the muarder a
week before it happened.

Watson's charges were
turned over this summer to
Atlanta Public Safety Com~
missioner Reginald Eaves by
comedian Dick Gregory.

~Eaves announced “new evi-
dence” and discounted FBI
claims that it had already
determined the allegations o
be unfounded, but he corceded
July 30 that Watson's claims
“could not be substantiated.”,

7 The fawsuit claims Watsch

jand his mother, Mrs. Robe:t -

Willard Watson, also falsey
ccused the three of internd-
tional drug smuggling and

' Accuser Sued

In King Probe

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

racketeering.

The plaintiffs’ reputations
have heen irreparably injured,
the suit says, and they have
beenr “exposed to public ha-
tred, contempt and ridicule
with and amongst their neigh-
bors and other good and wor-
thy citizens.,

Each plaintiff demands $1
million in acfual and punitive
damages. Their  lawyer
swears in an affidavit that
Watson is imprisoned at a |
federal prison in Kentuckf
after conviction for conspii-
acy to distribute cocaine, |

The accusation by Watson
claims he overheard the plot
at Magellons artifact store in
Buckhead. Watson claims he
heard one man say he would
shoot King in the head “and
frame a jailbird just as they
had Kennedy.”

The Watson statement al.
leges that “assassins” and
“syndicate” figures continu-
ally threatened him and his
mother while they unsuccess-
fully tried fo convince investi-
gators of the truth of their
charges.

“Ever since that time my
mother and I have heen
threatened, victimized, anc!
the objects of numercus dirty:
tricks by the federal govern.
ment,” the narrative claims. *

"‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ﬁ

,u
v

v

L/

(Indtcate page, acme of
newapaper, city and atale.}

Page 6-A
THE ATLAIT.. JOURIAL
—& COUSTITUTLON
Atlanta, Georzia

Date: 9_1 _75
Edition: Covﬂb 4 1ed
Author: JI4 n Gray
Editer: - Snald ag/Hurphy
Tie:  MURKIN
Character:
or
Claaslfication: 1 L,

Suhmulinqotiice TL ,-T
Pes A.

D Being Investigated

An §6 -233¢

L

y 2



FD-250 (Rev. 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Wﬁét is FBI ﬁiaing"

Atlanla official charges

vy Joel Aber

ATLANTA—New lewds pemt 0 a
nspiracy in the 1968 aasassination of
civil rights leader Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr., but the FBI and Justice
Department have refused to pursue the
evidence. So admitted Atlanta’s public
safety commissioner, Reginald Eaves,
at a July 30 news conference.

A twenty-one-year-old Black Atlan-
tan, Robert Watson, says he overheard
two white men in’ Atlanta plotting to
murder the civil rights leader one week
before his assassination.

In 1971, Watson informed federal
authorities of the incident. They failed
to do anything.

In 1972, Watson was convicted on'a
drug charge that he asserts was part of
a government frameup to silence him.

Since that time, James Ear! Ray,
who originally confessed to being the
sole plotter; demanded a new trial
based on his contention that he actual-
ly acted in conapiracy with white
Southerners. He was denied a new trial
by a federal judge last February.

Recently, Eaves initiated an investi-
gation into the assassination plot,

‘murder cover-up

after comedian Dick Gmm relayed
Wataon's story to him. -

During the investigation, Eaves
issued a statement complaining that
the FBI was impeding the investiga-
tion, “Our intelligence detectives to
date have been denied access to the
information the FBI now has in their
files,” he said. He noted that “local
FBI officials here in Atlanta who
normally cooperate with us seemed
unwilling to share information con-
cerning the case.’

Eaves said his detectives had been
able to gather information that proved
Watson’s story “to be about 95 percent
accurate.”

At the news conference Eaves toned
down his criticism of the FBI and said
that his investigation had “not sub-
stantiated” Watson’s contention that
the plot was based in Atlanta. But he
admitted that Atlanta detectives have
turned up unspecified “leads,” appar-
ently in Memphis. :

Eaves said he wonld cal] on th

Young (D-Ga.) to continue the investi-
gation.

Y’

4%
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Meanwhile the FBI has been forced
to admit, for the first time, that it had
been told Watson’s story in 1971, FBI
director Clarence Kelley ‘said the story
was groundless, but offered no explan-
ation as to how the agency arrived at
hat conclusion, or why it then decided
keep its conclusion secret,

Clearly the FBI and other govern-
ment agencies have a stake in imped-
ing further investigation into King’s
murder. It might lead to embarrassing
questions. _

According to information released
last March by New York Times repor-
ter Nicholas Horrock, King was under
continual harassment and surveillance
by the FBI until the moment of his
death. Horrock quotes one agent as
saying the surveillance was so tight
that King “counldn’t wiggle.”

It is now known, through the court-
ordered release of secret FBI memos,
that the harassment of King was part
of the FBI's Cointelpro plot to destroy
the Black movement. The guestions
‘arise: What is the FBI trying to cover

up? Was it behind the plot to kill King?

o Eli Finer
F8! says they heard story of piot o
murder Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1971
but dismissed it as groundiess.

A ——
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Septembér 8, 1975

" MURKIN

On August 22, 1975, Special Agent in Charge,
James J. Dunn, Jr., of the Atlanta 0ffice of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), contacted A. Reginald Eaves, Public
Safety Director, Atlanta, Georgia Police Department, and
referred Mr. Eaves to his letter to the Attorney General, dated

_ July 30, 1975, in which Mr. Eaves volunteered to furnish a copy

of recent 1nvestigat10n conducted by the Atlanta Police Depart-
ment, regarding data furnished to the Police Department by
Robert Byron Wason, pertaining to the murder of Doctor Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Mr. Dunn requested that the FBI in Atlanta be
furnished a copy of the Atlanta Police Department Report. This
report will be forwarded through FBI Headquarters to the Civil
giggt5401vision of the U. S. Department of Justice, Washington,

Mr. Eaves édvised a copy of the investigation would
be made avatlable through Captain K. E. Burnette, Intelligence
Section, Bureau of Police Services, Atlanta, Georgfa.

_Dn_August 29, 1975, Captain K. E. Burnette, rnte1l1gence
Section, Bureau of Police Services, furnished a copy of the
Atlanta Police_Department Investigation, which 1s attached.

R A e e e e e el T N Y L

This document contains neither recommendations nor conelusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your .
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outs1de
your agency.

4-"Buwean ( 44- 383061
(- Mempwis (44-19%7)

o, @ Ananmn (44-23%) () | @

{DWiyed
(V) T Y- 1:3476/:1331.
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MURKIN

At the time of contact with Mr. Eaves on August 22, 1975,
by Special Agent in Charge Dunn, Mr. Eaves advised he had directed
a letter to the U, S. Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.,
requesting information pertaining to the murder of Doctor Martin
Luther King, Jr. Mr. Eaves advised that as of that time, a reply
had not been received by him from the U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C. He was advised that this would be brought to the
attention of the U. S. Department of Justice at the time when the
results of the investigation conducted by the Atlanta Police
Department were furnished to the U. S. Department of Justice.

Also attached is a newspaper clipping from the Atlanta
Journal and Constitution, Page 6, Section A, dated September 1,
1975, and a c]ipping from "The MiTitant" Newspaper, Page 29, dated
September 5, 1975.
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INVtSTIGATION INTO ALLEGED CONSPIRACY
TO ASSASSINATE DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Submitted by: Captain K. E. Burnette
Inteliigence Section
Bureau of Police Services
Atlanta, Georgila
Investigative Contacts:

Detectives P. E. Sullivan, I. Mapp, and J. A. Williamson
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

On June 20, 1975, Detectives Sullivan, Mapp, and Williamson of the
. Intelligence Section were assigned by Section Commander Captain K. E.
Burnette to 1nvestigaté information recently received by Commissioner
A. Reginald Eaves, which related to the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin
_ Ldther King, Jr. This 1nformation, which specifically alleged the existence
'6f an Atlanta-based conspiracy in the death of Dr. King, waslincorporated
into a forty-two (42) page'document. the bulk of which consisted of drug-
related data, B
The author of the entire document was self-jdentified as Robert Byran
'___ggn, a twenty-one year 0ld white male and a native of the Atlanta area.
Preliminary fnquiries established that Hatson had an arrest record which
included a 1972 arrest and conviction for importation of heroin. a subse-
quent arrest for Poésession of Mérijuana and a January 1975 arvest and
subsequent conviction for Distribution of Cocaine. Natsén is presently
1ncarcer§ted in the Federal Youth Center in Ashland, Kentucky, and is now
serving a five-year sentence on the latter charge. | ‘
As the consplracy a1legat10ns comprised only a minor portion of the

_ orzg1nator s lengthy statement, immediate 1nvest1gat1ve emphasis was placed
upon determining the reliability of the drug-related information as an
elementary factor in.evaluating the sburce's total credibiTitj. Towards
this end, two investigators were assigned to this aspect of the investigatioh.}'
A ;omprehensive report of their findings 1s attabhed as an appendage to this
investigative summary; however, for purﬁoses of clarity, certain pertinent
facts obtaiﬁed through their efforts require elaboration in the body of this |

report. In general, Watson's involvement in the narcotics traffic and his
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familiarity with many of the illegal drug traffickers referenced in his .
statement can be documented through information oh file with various local
and federal narcotics enforcement agencies. Law enforcement records verify
the subject's initial narcotics involvement as datfng from July 26, 1972.
vihen Watson and his mother were arrested for Impqrtatioh of Heroin after
quéntities of that substance were discovered by federal agents in a magazine
mailed to Watson at his mother's address from soufcés in the far.east. How-
ever,.whiTe the subject's_activities as a narcotics trafficer can. be documented
from the above date until his most receht arrest in January of 1975, investiga-
tion failed to substantiate Watson's claims, emphasized repeatedly throughout
‘his statement, that he was an innocent victim of corrupt law enfofcement
officials who framed him because of his knowledge of their illegal activities;
More specifically, Watson's charges that "federal gangsters" conspired to
frame him in 1972 to Si1énce him about the King and Kennedy conspiracies and
again in January of 1975 to discredit his information regarding ah 1nternational
narcotics smuggling operation perpetrated by DEA agents were found to be totally
erroneous. Ihvestigdtion did establish that Watson, after his release from the
Federal Youth Center in AshTaﬁd, Kentucky, in March of 19?4;'did approach the
Tocal office of the Drug Enforcement Administration about a position as a special
emﬁonee working'undercover'to set up drug deals. DEA authorities relate that,
while they were prohibited from utilizing Watson as an undercover operative_by
the conditions of his parole, he did, on that occasion, furnish the aéency with
cursory data re]ating.to the local narcotics traffic. From this point, Watson's
contact with the DEA was restricted to his narcotics transac£1ons with several
undercover DEA operatives whom, until his January 1975 érrest. he did not know

were employees of that agency. While information obtained indicates that the
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above referenced individua1s did utilize Watson for his narcotics contacts,

there is no evidencevto support Watson's allegations that theée same author-

ities framed him in his last arrest to conceal their own invo]vemenf in an
international smuggiiﬁg ring.

However, exclusive of Watson's claims that he had beeﬁ the victim of a
drug-related conspiracy, the general reliability of the narcotics information
submitted. was deemed.suff1c1ent to merit a comprehensive investigation into
his allegations of an At1anta-based'consp1racy to assassinatélor. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Investigétors then began to conduét a series of interviews with
individuals whose fami]iafity with Watson and/or the subjects whom he specif-
| ically named as conspiring to kill Dr. King could assist us 1in detennining.the
credibility of thé conspiracy-related information. For the purpose of this
séction of tﬁe summary, all of these interviews will be reporfed in a chrono-
logical format, and the collective results will then be analyzed 1n the general

conclusions following the investigative summary.

PRELIMINARY ATLANTA INTERVIEWS

As a preparatory step in this facet of the investigation, Intelligence
detectives, on June 24, 1975, visited the Atlanta office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, where we requested agents to check the nameé of Robert Byron
“Katson and also of Jerry Adams, Larry Meier, Eugene Purcell, and Bayne Culley
(the foﬁr alleged conspifators) through the FBI indices. The Bureau.reported
that it had no record of any of the above individuals in the regu1ar fiiing
system. However, subsequent conversations with Bureau personnel revéa1ed thét
the local FBI office had}received information 1n 1971 from Robert Byronlwatsoh.

which, in all details relating to the King conspiracy, was essentiaIly a
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above referenced fndividuaIs did utilize Watson for his narcotics contacts,
there is no evidence-to support Watson's allegations that theée same author-
ities framed him in his last arrest to conceal their own involvemenf in an
international smuggling ring.

However,-echusive of Watson's claims that he had been the victim of a
drug-related conspiracy, the general reliability of the narcotics information
submitted. was deemed.sufficient to merit a comprehensive investigation into |
his-a1Tegation$ of an Atlanta-based conspiracy to assassinaté Or. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Investigators then began to conduét a series of interviews with
individuals whose familiarity with Watson and/or the subjects whom he specif-
ically named as conspiring to kill Dr. King could assist us in detennining.the
credibility of the conspiracy-related information. For the purpose of this
séction of the summary, all of these interviews will be reporfed in a chrono-
logical format, and the collective results will then be analyzed 1n the general

conclusions fo]]owing the investigative summary.

PRELIMINARY ATLANTA INTERVIEWS

As a preparatory step in this facet of the investigation, Intelligence
detectives, on June 24& 1975, visited the Atlanta office of.the Federé1'Bureau
of Invesiigation, where we requested agents to check the names of Robert'Byfon
“Watson and also of Jerry Adams, Larry Meier, Eugene Purcell, and Bayne Culley
(the four alleged conspifators) through the FBI indices. The Bureau.reported
that it had no record of any of the above individuals in the regu1ar filing
system. However, subsequent conversations with Bureau personnel revealed thét
the local FBI office had received information in 1971 from Robert Byron Watson.

which, in all details relating to the King cdnspiracy. was essentially a
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dﬁp]icate of that received by the Af1anta Bureau of'POIicé Services. Agent

Dick Berry, who was assigned the case, stated that the informat{on was handied

as a civil rights inQestigation and was, therefore, forwarded to thé u. s. |
Department of Justice for further action. Aﬁ official requeét from Commissioner
faves to view the results of the federal government's 1nvestigdt10n has now been
filed with Attorney General Levi, and we await a decision in the matter. How-
ever, inyestigators were given to understand from Bureau_sources that the Depart-
ment of Justice found no substance to the conspiracy aiIegationé. |

A record check was also instituted through thg Identification Section of

_ the Bureau of Police Services, and'Robert Byron Watson's arrest record was
obtained. Of the four principals alleged in the cqnspfracy; Atlanta bo]ice
files reflect only Bayne Stacy Culley, Jr. arrested on April 9, 1946 for
Carrying a Pistol Withbut a License and on December 18, 1950 for a traffic
violation. Since Watson's statements indicated a radical right affiliation
| on the part of the four hamed‘subjects. Atlanta Intélligénce files and those
vof other local agenciés were quiried to determine involvement in right wing:
extremist activities. No record of this type of affiliation c0u1d be located
'in regards to any of the pfihcipa]s, a]though Jerry Adams was identified as an
active member of The.dohn Birch Society, an ultra-conservative organization
which cannot‘objectiyeiy be catagorized as right wing extremist in naturé.

Also on June 24, 1975, at approximately 1:30 p.m., an interview was held
with Mr. Steve Mullis and Mr. Bob Hal],vfedera1 probation officers assigned to
Robert Byron Watson from the date of his parole in March of 1974 until his most

Arecent'arrest and conviction in 1975. While these officers were somewhat
restricted in what they cqﬁld'divulge by the nature of their responsibilities,

both gentlemen were exireme1y cooperative. Both Mr. Mullis and Mr. Hall
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confirmed the sourte'§ ¢onsc1ous participation in narcotics activities and
described Watson as én overTy protected, emotionally unstable individual whose -

actions they believed to be primarily motivated by an obsession to be important
| and to be accepted by some element of society. In their’professibnal opinion,
Watson's overwhelming desire for acceptance was equally reflected through his
attachment to the criminal community on the one hand and thraugh.his attemptedl-
identification_with‘law‘enforcement sources {the DEA) on the other. Information
which'these sources were able to provide into Watson's background indicated that
the subject had a history of severe asthma which, during his childhood, resulted
in isolation from his peer group and in an overly protective attitude on the'bart
of his parents. Since the death of his father in 1966, Hatson, an only child,
has been obsessiveiy protectéd by his mother and mq;ernai grandmother, with his
only apparent outlet his passion for archeology and ancient artifacts.

During the courﬁe of the interview, investigators were permitted to view a-
psychological ana]ysisqu Robert Byron Watson performed in,1973 ddring the
subject's incarceration at the Federal Youth Centér in Ashland, Kentucky. This
psycholagical evaluation, which provided professiona]vdocumentétion to the
probation official’s asseésment of watson‘s emotional instability, cited the
subjéct in quesfion as having an early history of mental disorder and classified
him in the following psycho1ogjca1 terms: "a schizophrenic, chronic undifferent-
jated type; is considered psyChotid and dangerous to the community; has no real
judgementﬁ is extfeme1y grandiose; has a great deal of looseness of association
in tho&ght with direction of thought and conversation constantly changing."

Aftér obtaining a professional evaluation of the source's character and
background, investigators interviewed Mn~Jﬂiliiam.Anng;;g, identified by Watson

as a close persdnaT friend and the {ndividual who introduced Watson to Magellan,
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Inc., fhe art gai]ery.where the alleged conversation about the conspiracy report-
edly took place, By way of background, William S. Arnette {AKA Arenowitch,) .

now residing in Atlanta, is a white male, approximately thirty-six (36) years of
age, born Columbus, Georgia, B.A. degree from University of Georgia. Arnette

a reported expert in ancient art with an impressive private colTection, operated
"The West E]even, Inc;“'art and antique shop on West Eleventh Street, Atlanta,
before being retained by Magellan, Inc. as chief buyer of the art and antiques
sold at the gaiiery.' When contacted at hfs home on Knollwood Drive, Atlanta,

at approximately 3:00 p.i., June 24, 1975, Arnette stated that he had initially
met Watson through the latter's interest in ancient art and that he had
‘attempted to assist Byron wfth his hobby. He also stated that Byron consis~
tantly frequented Mage]jan and both Byron and his mbther_hed made a number of

art -purchases, both from Magellans and from Arnette personally, purchases
financed by a large jnsurance settlement acrued by Mrs. Watson upon the death

of her husband; Arnette advised that his personal relationship with both Watsons
was interrupted in 1970 when the Watsons, whd had purchased a quantity of art
“{tems totaling some $46,500 from Arnette and had then attempted to sue him for :
defrauding them with worthless material. Arnette, who by this‘time had moved his
collection to Columbus, Georgia, stated that'the situation became extremely
complex when Mrs. Watson, convinced by Byron that Gene PurceII planned to mar?y ‘
~ her, was told by her son that half of Arnette's col1ect10n belonged to Purcell,
and, therefore, confronted Arnette demanding what belonged to "Gene and her."
Accordihg to Arnette, this period became difficuit with Byron threatening him
personally and accus1ng him of defrauding him and his mother until in December
of 1970, Watson was arrested wh11e attempting to burglarize Arnette's warehouse »

in Columbus. This incident 1s documented in Watson's arrest record which also
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reflects that the charges were subsequently dropped. In Arnette's statement,

he dropped contact with Watson until 1972/1973 when the subject was 1ncarcerated
in Ashland, Kentucky. During that period, Arnette stated that he corresponded
with Byron and eveﬁ offered to help him upon his release. However, he stated
that Byron was extremely eratic, given to grandiose visions and violent out-
bursts, and that Mrs. Watson's stability was also highly questfonable.

When questioned specifically regarding his involvement with ﬁage?ians.
Arnette relayed the following information:‘ Magellans was 1ncorporated'under
the iitle of Blockade Runners, Inc., in November of 1966. Incorporators of the
venture were Jerry Adams, Benjamin L.. Sutherland, and Jﬁhn Nelson, all bre-
viously associated in Adams Associates, a private detective agency, credit
bureau, and bill col}ection agency, and The Atlantic Clgaring Exﬁhange. 3177
Peachtree Road, Atlanta. The idea for the corporation, and obvioustly its
titie, stemmed from aﬁ attempt by Adams, in 1966, to raise a c1v11_war blockadé_
runner off the North Carolina coast, an enterprise in which Eugene'Pufée11 was
to be employed as a d1v9r.} When the entire venture ﬁas aborted thrqugh a Vegal
tangle with the state of North Carolina, Adams, Southerland, and Nelson formed
Blockade Runners, Inc., d.b.a. Magellans, to serve aé a ciéaring house for |
ancient eastern and pre~Columbian artifacts and also for ciVi1_wér relics. The
business, established fnitfally at 3177 Peachtree Road, was moved shortly there-
after to its primary location at.3340 Peachtree Road. Bayne Culley and Gene
Purcell were brought in as stockholders to handle the civil war materials while
Arnette was 1ntroduced as a buyer for pre-Columb1an and far-eastern art obaects.

Arnette stated that he only performed one buying trip for Magelians in the
summer of 1967 when he visited a number of far-eastern countr1es to procure

various art pieces for the ga11ery. When he returned from this trip, he stated
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that problems, both perSonaT and financial, had arisen at Magellans, and in
Decaﬁber of 1967, Arnette left the company. He further adﬁised that he had
not_renewed contact with any of the Magellan principa]s'since that date and
described them as all belonging to the political right. Of particu1ar interest
to defectives was Arhette's reference to Bayne Culley and Gene Purcell as very
physica]vand bigoted individuals. As a resuit of the interview with Mr. Arnette,
inve;tigators were pfimari]y interested in determining the reliability of his
statement that Gene Purcell had, in 1956, been involved in a racial incident in
Clinton, Tennessee, during which a black school was dynamited and damage to
other prOpefty incurred. - |
| While in the process of gathering all available background 1nfonnation
regarding Magellans and 1t5'pr1n§1pa15, investigators alsoe systematically traced
the evolution of the conspiracy allegations from March 28, 1968, the date iden-
tified in the source's statement as the occasfon when the alleged conversation
took place, until the entiré document was brought to the attention of the
Bureau of Police Services. Watson stated that he told no one but his mother
about the_conver;atioh'uhtil 1970 when the Natsonﬁ traveled to washiﬁgton, D. C.
to present their evidence to President Nixdh. After expefﬁencing disinterest
on fhe part of Secret'sérvice agents with.whom they came in contact, the Watsons
returned tp.AtIanta whére they contacted local attorney Lynnﬁood Maddox. Oh
_June 25, 1975, an interview was conducted with Mr. Maddox. |

Mr. Maddox-stated that, sometime in 1970, Mrs. Edwards, Byron's grandmother
and an acquaintance of Maddox through mutual church activities, brought Byren to
his office, upon which time the conspiracy allegations were felated'to him. Mr,
Maddox advised that, aithough his memory of the incident had grown rather vague
with time, he did recall that Byron appéared frightened and that his story had
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a ring of cons1stancy, He further stated that Byron had referred to the
alleged conspirators as "businessmen" and also as "the Southern Maffia," and
that he had a]so referred to the Kennedy assassination as related to the same
group as well as to several other assassinations now being plotted., Mr.
Maddox also recalled that Byron had mentioned receiv1ng a reward for the
information which he hoped to collect from "someone 1ike Mrs. Kennedy." At .
this point in the interview, Mr. Maddox could not recall exactly whom he had
advised Byron to contatt, but was reasonab1y certain that he had set up inter-
views for Watson with the FBI and with Governor Lester Maddox. In regards to
~the latter, Mrs. Watson and Byron did apparently gain an interview with the
Governor, during the course of which a reward was again mentioned, much to
Gavenor Maddox‘s displeasure. The Watsons were then referred to Mr. Bernard
Fensterwald and the Cormittee to Investigate Assassinations in Washington, D. C.
At the conclusion of the interview, Mr. Maddox advised that, while he greatly
admired his grandmother, on the basis of his brief acquaintance with Byron, he _
Jjudged him to be a rather strange individual. _
On June 25, 1975, Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, current chief counseI for James
Earl Ray, was contacted by phone at his law firm in Washington, D. C. After E
conversing with Mr. Fensterwald and his investigator Mr. Ken Smith, it was
determined that these‘gentlemen had been contacted by Watson in 1970 and that
Mr. Smith had visitéd}Atianta 6n various occasions to investigate various
aSpects'of Hatson's ¢onsbiraqy allegations., As both genf]emeh seemed to place
credence in ihe document in question, it was agreed that investigators would.
meet with them in Washington to obtain whatever additional facts and documen-
tation were available. During the conversation with Mr, Smith, it was revealed

that he had personally talked with a subject in Atlanta, claiming to be the
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former girl friend of James Earl Ray, who stated that she had visited the
Magellan location with Ray.

With the assistance of several law enforcement contacts, background
information was compiled on both Mr, Fensterwald and Mr; Smith to determine‘
the reiiabi1ity of their 1nfdrmation. Information received through this
inquiry reflected Mr. Fensterwald to be a well-established attorney whose
career includes a six-year stint as a legal advisor to the State Departmént
(1950-1956)}; chief counsel on, the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutfonal
Admendmenfs (1959-1960); staff director of the}Senate Anti-Truﬁtvand Monopoly
Subcommittee (1961~1964); Snd counsel to the Senate Subcomnittee on Administra-
tive Practices and Procedures where he became involved in investigating illega]
wiretapping operations (1967-1968.) In 1968, Fensterwald left senate service
and in 1969 founded the.privately sponsored Committee to Investigate Asséssi-
nations. Ih this capécity, he has published a series of articles on‘the
Kennedy assassination, and in 1970 became the chief counsel for James Earl Ray.
In addifion. Mr. Fensterwald repfesehted convicted watergate conspirator James
W. McCord. Mr. Ken Smith 1s'a retired agent of the U, S. Tfeasury Department
‘and presently Fensterwald's chief investigator. Sources cohtacted considered
both men to be reputable, |

At approximately S:OO p.m. on June 25, 1975, investigators interviewed
Mrs. Edna Mathews at hef place of employment, the Crange Jp]ius Stand in the
Lakewood Shopping Center. Mrs, Matheﬁs, a whi;e female approximately 45-50
years of age, did hot'appear surprised when we identified ourselves; however,
she stated that she was afraid to talk to us in the restaurant, therefore the
interview was conducted in the detective car parked in the shopping center,

Mrs. Mathews stated that she had met James Earl Ray through her husband, a
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service friend of Ray's, and that she had spent considerable time with Ray,
both in Atlanta and in California and had borne his son. Beyond this point,
Mrs. Mathews' statemgnts'were totally 1ncohérent as she described an “Américan
Revolutionary Army" headed by Sam Gianicana and a CIA agent, which was respon-
sible for political assassinations, kidnappings, illegal drug trafficing, etc.
When asked specifically about Magellans and its principals, Mrs. Mathews shbwed
no recognitioh, even when the former location of the galléry was described.
Mrs. Mathews' credib111ty was negated by investigators; although it was sub=
sequently learned that this subject has attended the majority of court proceed-
ings involving James Earl Ray and has taken trips to several distant locations
including Costa Rica. However,_Mrs. Mathews failed to provide any evidence of
a Tink between Ray and anIAtlanta—based conspiracy centered at Magellans.

On June 27, 1975, interviews were scheduled respectively with Mrs. Edwards,
Byron's grandmother, and Mrs. L1111an Watson, the source's mother. Mrs. Edwards,
an elderly lady recoVer1n§ from an illness, stated that she had no direct
knowledge of the conspiracy allegations, and was most immediately concerned with
obtaining Byron's release from prison. However, she was able to verify that, in
the fall of 1974, Byron Watson had Teft the country, without the permission of
his probation office, for Santiage, Chile. Mrs. Edwards was not awére of his
activities while in Chiie. but stated that he had called her from Santiago
requeSting money to come home._ Mrs. Edwards stated that she acquiescEd to this
request and showed us a payment book for a bank loan which she took out to
finance Byron's réturn frip to Atlanta. Mrs. Edwards appeared-thorough]y.con-
vinced of her grandson's innocence in his mest recent arrest and conviction.

On the same date, Mrs. L1llian Watson was interviewed at her}home at 764
Wildwood Road, N. E. Mrs. Watson stated that, on March 28, 1968, she had driven
to Mage]]aﬁs to-pick-ﬁp Byron. During the ride home, she stated that Byron had
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told her that Dr. King was to be killed, and had given her the time, date, and
manner. She said_that she had not really placed much credence in the information
unti1 after Or. King was assassinated. Mrs. Watson, who typed all of Byron's
statements, repeated his conspiracy allegations verbatim as they had appeared in
_the document. She advised us thaf, after he overheard the conversation, Byron
had been threatened by}Gene Purcell and tﬁat. out of fear, both Watsons had kept
silent about their knowledge of the conspiracy until June 11, 1970 when they
traveled to.Washingtdn to see President Nixon. Mrs. Watson stated that the
Secret Service was "very rudé“ to them and showed no interest in their story.
Upon returning to Atlanta they contacted Mr. Lynnwood Maddox who eventually
placed them in contact w{th Mr. Fensterwald. | , _

When questioned about Gene Purce11; Mrs. Watson adm1tted that "he had been
interested in her" and that, just prior to the King assassination, she had |
observed Purcell to be éxtreme1y agitated and usually intoxicated. She also
stated that, the weekend after the assassination, Purcell left Byron a note at
Magellans advising him that he had Teft the country and mightvnever come back.
Mrs. Watson alleged that'Purce11, Culley, and Meier ieft the*coqntry right_after
the assassination; and stated that Jean Sayre, who ran MagélTans during this '
period, could corroborate this fact. |

Mrs. Watson appeared most anxious that the investigation fnto the alleged
conspiracy would, in some manner, occasion her son's release from prison. While
she could offer no new information to support those charges contained in Watson's
statement, she showed investigators Jetters received from Senators McKinney,
Nunn, Church, and Jackson, all of which were déted in June of 1975 and which
acknowledged receipt of Byron's statement which she had forwarded to them. Mrs.

Watson also stated that Lamar Singleton, an aide to Representative Hosea Williams,
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and Attorney John Hudson Mfers were interested in the case,

Investigators then talked with Attorney Ernest Brookins, Byron's legal
counsel in his last érrest and trial. Mr. Brookins was extremely cooperative
and was willing to discuss his_client,at length.

Mr.'Brookins stated that his first professional contact with the Watsons
had been in 1970 when Mrs. Watson engaged him to file a suit against William
Arnette. He stated that, in April of 1970, Mrs. Watson had written him a letter
in which she stated that she had a problem but could not confide it "if I value
my 1ife and that of my son." Mrs, Watson did write, in the same letter, that,
if Mr. Brookins aided her, there would be a lot of money for both him and her son.

Mr. Brookins, accbrd1ng to his statemeht. has maintained a professional |
relationship as Byron's attofney during his two major narcotics convictions, a
relationship which degénerated into hostility on the pért of the Watsons when
Brookins adyised Byron to plead guilty in his last hearing, During the course
of this relationship, Mr. Brookins stated that he had been fully briefed by the
Watsons regarding the.conﬁpirady allegations, was aware pf Fensterwald's_interest'
in the matter, but, iﬁ his own words, seriously dpubtéd Byron's'credibflity in
that regard. | | j'

To support this opinion, Mr. Brookins showed detectives a series of lettgrs
- from various educdtional authorities documenting Byron's emotional instability
| while enrolled in the Atlanta Public School System. He also advised fnvesti-
gators of Byrcn's eratic behavior during his latest trial when, at one point,
the subject placed é call to an undercover DEA agent in Denver and told him to
find the DEA agent who had "set him up and take care of him." In another con-
versation with an undercbver federal agent, Byron is reported as stating that

he was going to ki1l his mother and grandmother to get the inheritance money.
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n addition, Watson, .according to Brookins, used offensive and profane language
in court and Seemed bent on further incriminating himself. |

Mr. Brookins was, however, able to verify certain aspects of Byron's state- »
ment not ré]ated to the King conspiracy. For example, he confirmed that Byron
had made a trip to Thailand in 1972 and to Chile in 1974; Regarding the latter,
Mr. Brookins produced a letter, dated October 6, 1974, written by Byron from
Chile, in which Watson mentions that he is extremely close to several high govern-
ment officials including an_ﬁanlns.ﬂnnalas.and “can make a fortune" from these
sdurces. Byron also writes that he may come back to the U. S. "{f Fensterwald
gets his act together." It is believed, but not tota11y substantiated,vthat the
. Chile trip, 1ike the one to Thailand, may have been closely connectediwith Watson's
narcotics activit&; '

At this point in the investigation, priorities were d1re;ted towards compiling
additional background 1nf6rmation regarding the alTeged c0nsb1rators;.w1th speciél
attention given to pro#ihg or disproving Watson's claims that the four individuals
left the country directly following the assassination. On July 2, 1975, Mrs. Jean
Sayre was contacted at her present residence in Ashvilie, Nerth Carolina. Mrs.
Sayre reportedly managed Mégellans for a period in the late spring/early summer
of 1968 after the Blockade Runners, Inc. interests had éo11apséd.

Mrs. Sayre stated that she and her partner, Mary Singleton, haé been persuaded
by Mr. William Arnette to move their stock of European antiques'ffom a small shop
on Peachtree Street to Magellans in the summer of 1967. The negotiated arrange-
ment provided that the iadies could house their collection for exhibition and
retail purposes at 3340 Peachtree Road, rent free, in return for which they would
act as salespersons for the artifacts disp1ayed by Blockade Rdnners, Inc. Mrs,
Sayre stated that the operation had never been profitable for herself and her

partner, that their persohal 1nventory was badly depleted by thefts. She stated
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that she perSonaliy_1qst $750.00 which she had invested in Blockade Runners
stocks. She further stated that:she had only a working relationship with the
other pfincipals and had no basis for speculating as to their hersonaiitiés or
political views, However, she described both Jerry Adams and William Arnette
~as “con men" and expressed active dislike for Larry Meier due to his “sexual
habits.," | !

Mrs, Sayre could not specifically recall the date that she took over the
operation of Magellans, but she believed that by 1ate March}early Aprfl of 1968
Blockade Runners had removed all of their stock from 3340 Peachtree Road to the
building housing Jerry Adams' collection agency (3177 Peachtree Road), leaving
her to operate her antiQue business, under the Magellan trade name, until approxi-
mately July of 1968, When asked specifically {f any of the principals had left:
-the country during thaf time period (apr114au1y, 1960,) Mrs. Sayre stated that,
to her knpwiedge, Arnette was the only associate of Magellans ﬁho had'trévelled
abroad, and that she had no information that Adams, Meier, CUIIey, or Purcell
had gone outside of'thé United States during her association with ihem. |

Additional inquiries through.the U. S. Customs and Passport Authorities
failed to substantiate_that_any_of the principals héd left the Uh1ted_5§ates in
the spring or summer of 1968.

A1l available records for Blockade Runners, Inc. were obtained and reflected

the following general ihformation:

Stockholders

J. R. Adams . 360 Shares
B. L. Sutherland 360 Shares
J. W. Nelson 360 Shares
J. 6. Grizzard 166 Shares
H. E. Purcell 116 Shares
J. G. Adams , 46 Shares
F. M. Clamon, Jr. 10 Shares
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Board of Dihectors
J. R. Adams . . . » . . . Chairman
B, L. Sutherland . . . . Director
J. W, Melson . . .. . . Director
H. E. Purcell . . . . . . Director
Officers
J. R. Adams . . President

Executive Yice President
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer

H. E. Purcell .

J. W. Nelson . . .
B, L. Sutherland :

Associates

Owner of Buckhead Radio Shop.
Restorer and Framer.

Antique and Art Restoration.

Buyer.

Authority on pre-Columbian Art.
Authority on Civil MWar Relics.
Banker and Real Estate Entrepreneur.
Lockheed Executive.

James Kemp o o
Raymond Anderson
Larry Meier . .
William Arnette
Paul Clifford . .
Bayne S. Culley, Jr.
‘William Thibideau .
“John Seymour s 2

. + = @
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Information collected revea?ed that of all associated principals, only
Jerry Adams, Ben Sufherland; John Nelson, Larry Meier, Bayne Culley and Howard
Eugene Purcell were active in the day-to-day operatfon of tée business. The
| management operations were hand]ed by Adams, Sutherland, and Nelsen, while
Purcell, general manager after Arnette withdrew, and Culley maintained the
'restoration aspeéts of the busihess thfdugh h1s.own firm. Southeast Restoration
Labofatorieé;

Since the dissolution of Magellans in 1968, principals in the company are

now employed as follows:

Jerry Adams, Ben Sutherland, and John Nelson are principal officers
in the Great American Silver Company, 3862 Stewart Road, Doraville, Georgia.
This company 1s'howﬁunder 1ndictment by The Securities and Exchange Com-

mission.
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Bayne Culley, Jr. now resfdes at 1929 McJenkins Drive, Atlanta.

Salesman, civil war relic collector, and race car driver.

Harold Eugene Purcell how resides in Clinton, Tennessee; emp]oyéd'

by The Atomic Enérgy Commission in Oakridge, Tennessee.
Larry Meier -'Archedlogica1 consultant for five-county area in Georgia.

On June 27, 1975,_investigators interviewed Mr. Ben Sutherland, a fellow
associate in the Great American Silver Company, at his Doraville office. Mr.

Southerland related the following information:

Mr. Sbutherlan& confirmed that Magellan Galleries operéted as a result of
a corporation called Blockade Runners being formed some time in 1966 by himself,
Mr. Bili-Arnette, Jefry Adams, Larry Meier, Gene Purcell, Bayne Culley, Paul
Clifford, Wayne Pharr, BiIl.Thibideau and a number of other persons. Mr.
Southerland recalled that the company operated from approximately September,
1966, until Jahuary; 1968, However, he believes he may be able to locate somevv
of the old company records which would pin down more accurately the time period
in which Magellan Ga11§fies operated. Mr. Southerland remembered.that Robert
Byron Watson, who waslq feenager at the time, worked in the ga11ery and there
may have been some special relationship between Watson and Latry Meler who Tived
on the premises at the gaT]ery. The company experienced a great deal of theft
during the time it operated and was never financially successful. Mr. Southerland.
recalled that approximately a total of $30,000 was invested in the company by
‘about 20 to 24 people. ‘

In questioning Mr. Southerland regarding his personal opinion of_the

political views of fhoséfpersons invoived in the operation of Magellan Galleries,
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he said that aTI would probably be considered "conservative" with the exception
of Bill Arnette. He remembered one individual by the name of Jimmy Kemp, who
was an investor in the'company. as being ultra-conservative and vefy'racially
prejudiced againsf-b]écks. Mr. Southerland states that Jimmy Kemp died several
years ago.__we also asked Mr. Southerland {if he was acquainted with Congressman
Larry McDonald, and he stated that he was and that to his knouledge the only
other person involved in the Magellan Galleries wﬂo was acquainted with the
Congressmian ﬁould be Jefry Adams. He could not persoha?ly recall if Mr. McDonald
had ever visited the gallery but, of course, he was not there in the day-to-day
operation of the gallery. | | | |

Mr. Southerland stated that Gene Purcell {a friend of his) had been_fnvolved
in some type of racial incident (probably the burning of a school bus)vback in -
Tennessee when he was a young man, and that Purce11 used to talk about the
incident from time to time. According to Mr. Southerland, Purce1] was living
in C]inton._Tennessee,_the last time he had contact with him (about five years
ago,) and that Purcell's ex-wife, Patsy Purcell, as well as his brother named'
John Purcell, still lived in the metropolitan Atlanta area..

Mr. Southeriand.be11eved that Larry Meier is now emp1oyed'by_the state of
Georgia in some capaciiy to do with his knowledge of archaeology., He suspected
that Mr. Meier may héve been a homosexual at the time he was associated with
Magellan Galleries. | |

During the investigation, we had occasidn to observe several books in
bookcases adjacent to Mr. Southerland's desk. Two volumes of these books were
titled "A BiographicaT.Dictionary on the Left." Also, had occasion to observe
what appeared to be a_iz-gauge éutomatic-pump shotgun leaning in the corner wall

near the door to Mr. Southerland's office.
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