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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION \\/
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 '

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -
Memorandum
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C) DATE:

SA EDWARD A. SHEA
MURKIN

on 9/18/75,
Lakemore Drive, Atlanta, Georgia, tele
a student at Georgia State University (
Atlanta Office and talked to the writer.

Mr. VON NEWMAN, who appeared to be a-

10/1/75

331 D

one # 255=0583,
), came into the

sharp,

bright young man indicated he is currently a student at
GSU, Atlanta, Georgia, majoring in Physics and because of
his class schedule he only had a few minutes to talk to the

complaint agent.

Spring of 1975, Mr. VO
opening at the
subsequently hire y
for the Summer of 19/75. This
nothing was put in writing as

ilver Co

Mr. VON NEWMAN then started work for

then mentioned that back in the
EWMAN learned of a summer job
and he was
pany for a sum of $3,000.00
an oral agreement and
agreed salary.

this company,

which lasted for three months and during this time Mr. VON
NEWMAN performed various functions for the company, including
handling their bookkeeping at various times. Mr. VON NEWMAN
learned during his brief period of employment that most of
the people connected with this company were members of the
John Birch Society. This company is set up to sell silver,
but it seemed strange to Mr. VON NEWMAN that the company
kept various films, literature, etc., dealing with the

Birch society, the making of booby traps, etc.

In addition,

the company kept some ammunition and some weapons in a

back vault, reportedly for protection.

Most of the people affiliated with this company
were strongly against the civil rights movement and belie

it is a Socialist movement.
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AT 44-2386

Mr. VON NEWMAN mentigned the names of various
people connected with the Great
such as JERRY ADAMS

Mr.

N NEWMAN noted that the Great American
Silver Company seems to be involved in all kinds of
schemes, con jobs, etc., and have been in trouble with the
Securities and Exchange Commission and Georgia Tax people.
This company is in an insolvent state, but the company
officials live high, drive big cars, run up big entertain-
ment bills, floral bills, etc., even though the company
has little money. Mr. VON NEWMAN worked for the company
for three months and never received any salary and efforts
by him to céllect his $3,000 have been unsuccessful.

Mr. VON NEWMAN went on that he was giving the
above for informational purposes to show the nature of the
above company and its people and he intended to furnish the
above in more detail to Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

Mr. VON NEWMAN then went on to give some addi=-
tional information which he indicated was the main purpose
of contacting the FBI. During this past summer of 1975,
Mr. VON NEWMAN, while he was working at the Great American
Silver Company, learned that members of the Atlanta Police
Department Intelligence Squad were coming out to the com-
pany to interview JERRY ADAMS. This interview was to try
to develop information about an alleged report received by
Commissioner REGINALD EAVES, Atlanta, Georgia, that new
evidence had been received about the killing of the Rev.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., being a conspiracy. This alleged
report had received considerable publicity by the Atlanta
news media and the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec-
tives were checking out various aspects of this new evi-
dence, which included interviewing JERRY ADAMS. Prior to
the arrival of the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec=-
tives to interview JERRY ADAMS, ADAMS took down all his
marksmanship medals which he had on display in his office
as ADAMS felt the police might attach some significance to
medals of this type if they saw them inasmuch as they were
investigating the shooting of Rev. KING.
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AT 44-2386

Mr. VON NEWMAN was advised by the writer that
his information would be made a matter of record in the
Atlanta files and he was thanked for his interest in con-
tacting the FBI regarding this matter.

No action - index names underscored.
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10/7/7%
To: SAC, Mewphis (44-1987)
From: Pirector, ¥BI (44-33861)
MURKIN S 2 Y€,

ReMinirtel 3/37/75, advising that Yederal process
m still outstanding ia U. 8. District Court, Bivmiangham,
W&rmmmmmtmmxm
was dismissed 13/2/71.

T™he Birainghan Office should submit LEM
appropriately showiang this dismissal for dissemimstion
to the Civil Rights Division which has already been
arally advised. Insure youwr files show the correct
information on this aspect,

Q’- SAC, Atlanta (IXFO)
1 - SAC, Bivmiagham (IXNFO)
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

"By VALERIE PRICE
‘!’m civil rights acitivists
-wd Fnday they w1Il offi-

- cially ‘call for the
investigation into the 1968
. ‘assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. with a na-
tional demonstration at the
~ White House on Thanksglvmg
‘Day.

Dr. Ralph David Abernathy,
president of the Southern
. Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, and 2omedian-turned-
civil rights activist Dick
-Gregory said they were call-
ing for the new probe due to
their “shock and outrage” at
recent disclosurss by the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee
“regarding the harassment,
Allegal wiretapping, surveil:
‘jance and other intolerabl
.getions perpetuated by thp
. against ‘the late D

4

“The . dxsclosures ‘brought

distinguished citizens,” they
- said in a prepared statement.

‘Gregory and Abernathy

* Hartsfield International Air-
* port Friday evening minutes

ington where they said they
. had talked with congressional
* leaders ahout new informa-
. tion L pes

gardmg the assasmatin of the

late civil rights leader, .

. volved photographs of a man

tified as
“Raoul” and who they said
clearlymemblu a man

up after the assassina-
oithelatz President John

out by that committee clearly :
indicate that violence was"
practiced by this agency
against one of America’s most :

".,‘held a press conference at

after both arrived from Wash-

Part of that mformaﬁon in-]

‘Abernathy and: Gregory iden-
“Frenchie” or

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

.ible connection indicates the;
Ewas some kind of master

iispiracy to assassinate Joh
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy,

+ Malcolm X and - Medger
Evers, as well as King.

The civil rights actmsts
-said they also want the Jus-
“tice department {o investigate’

statements by Robert Watson,
who has told authorities he
overheard Several men - ih
Atlanta discussing a plot to]
‘kill King. Gregory said he
fears for the life of Watson,
who is serving a prison sen-
tence on a drug convxctwn at
Ashland, Ky.

t; Abernathy “said that i

tin,
snug&:r ace public expo-
embarrassment.

sure and
“implicated the intelhgenee
agencies. . . s »w,ﬁ

* Robert Kennedy and Malcolm

- director, J. Edgar Hoover, ex-'|

State Rep ‘Hosea Wilhams
president of the Atlanta chap-
ter of the SCLC, also ap-

ed at the press eonfer-
Gnce. e

Williams said that' althou
“fle has been working in~

divil rights movement hj :
many years, recently he his
been the subject of more :
assment. than ever before for -
his efforts to get the King
assassination probe reopened.

“I've been in the civil rights
movement for 18 years. But
since working with Mr.
Gregery to uncover this infor-
mation and to pursue the ac-
tivities surrounding Dr. King’s

assassination, the harassment

- said. - . A o
. Also Fnday. the. Rev Jesse
L. Jackson, president of the
Clncago-based People United
to. Save. Humanity (PUSH)
end a former associate of the
slain civil rights leader, called
for a reopening of the King
assassination investigation, " |
. Speaking at a news confer-
ence in New York, Jackson
referred to the recent disclo-
sure before. the Senate’ Intelli-

“all black luders and should"

has mcreased manyfold,” ’#

"Jackson conceded ‘that’ fﬁ'e
idence was ci
sand the letter—w

that he

“This, thea, is one more in’
a series of concrete revela-
tions which reconfirm and
give credence fo -our, and
others’, belief that the FBI
and the CIA were involved in
the assassinations of Dr. King,
President John - F. Kennedy,

X,” he said. i

-Earlier Washingm A
Abernathy told.a news confer-
ence that former Vice
dent Agnew and the late FBI |

changed memos “in . 1968,
agreemg that Abernathy was”
“one of the most dangerous of

]

ate Intelligence Commxee
mvesugators interviewed him]
lastweekend.

« 7 X
9T0x coplep mada.
regu.

‘flglﬂ 1 sent
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FD-350 {(Kev, 7-16-63)

H “’Vru R

KSEES CONSPIRACY

Bt 7o u«}-ﬁ’(‘é&} .

“Probe Plished
By Mrs. Klng

g ‘By VALERIE PRICE

-‘Luther King Jr. said Thursdajf
she believes investigations of
her husband’s assassination—
which she said apparently was
the result of a “government
conspiracy”—should- be re-
opened’

And Dr. Ralph David Aber-
hathy, King’s successor as
‘head of the Southern Christian |
‘Leadership Conference |
CLC), called for a new |
Investigation of ‘the King
-assassination, to be conducted
by “a committee of distin- |
guished American cmzens and !
_private investigators.” l

Aberpathy and .comedian-
turned-civil rights activist
Dick Gregory led a demonl
stration at the White Housn
Thursday calling for a rer
newed  investigation ‘intd
King’s death in 1968 at the
hands of a sniper in Memphis,
Tenn,

4

pressing for a new investiga-
tion in the wake of disclosures
before the Senate Intelligence

-Committee of efforts by the

- FBI to discredit King.

¢ And during a press confer- '

ence Wednesday, President
:Ford endorsed planned re-
views of the investigations of
“the assassinations - of both
King and PreSIdent John F
Kennedy.

who made her statements in
Nairobi, Kenya, said she doe- !
tpt have the basic facts tq
sppport her contention ihat}
hpr husband’s death war
used by a government con
{ spiracy. o

i
The widow of Dr. Marﬁlll

|__Cleie associates of the late
Fewil rights leader have been -

{ fessed murderer who now Is |

<t serving a life senten
Mrs. Coretta’ Scott King, | B ce for the

But, she said, “the way hnu» *

was documented and followed
iaround by (the late FBI
|Director J. Edgar) Hoover
;and the CIA when he was
abroad, it would have to have

been attached to the forces of -

our government that felt was
. a threat to the system as it
existed.” -

Mrs. King said she was en:’
couraged by Ford’s state-
ments Wednesday that he
abhorred the reported FBI
harassment of King and that
he would consult with US,
Atty. Gen, Edward H. Levi on”
what action should be taken
_against those to blame.

Levi Wednesday announced
plans to-exiamine the original
FBI investigation of the King
killing because of the Senate
disclosures. Levi emphasxzed
kowever, that the reexamina- .
tion of the FBI file should not
tf considered a reopening of

¢ investigaition.

“New evidence, confu'med |

B i LAl Ty v———r'—v:{""—"‘ -\-
_rpvidence® Trom recent p
f the FBI and CIA. indicate
{the need for “further investi-
Hatxon into the death of my
usband as well as the assas-
. sinations of others, from the
Kennedys on,” Mrs. King said.
Also indicating approval of |

a new look at the King slay-

ing was an attorney for

James Earl Ray, King's con- |

assassination.

Robert Livingston nid a;
new look at the case would |
prove that Ray was innocent ;
of the murder and was set np
by the real killers, - -
“Mr. Ray did not kill m.

. was shot while standing on &’
~'motel balcony in Memphis.

" cerns Abernathy and state

* FBI to investigate itself,”
. leader said a panel of “dlstm-;‘

- both white and black, along i
'with private investigators, ]

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Rep.  Andrew Young,
accompanying Mrs.: King o
er three-nation African 9
jour, called the reexamination)
“a good move on the part of
the attorney general.”

Young predicted that suchd
review will show that Ray
had help the afternoon King-

Just who will conduct the 1
new investigation is what con-

Rep. Hosea Williams. s
"I would never trust the

Abernathy said. The SCLC]

guished American citizens,”

should report its findings on’
the incident directly -to the
President. '
Abernathy added that he
believes - the FBI withheld
information about the King
murder and that a second
investigation will discredit the
tion. :
Williams was more em-
phatic in his criticism of the
bureau. Allowing the FBI to
handle the new probe wouldq
ve “just like allowing a hun-
iy dog to watch the meat
}ouse,” he said.

LR A v £
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mal Gulliver _
' Coretta

The timing was quite coincidental.

- | FBI's anonymous letter to the late Dr.
‘“Martin  Luther
King Jr. and his
wife, a letter
- seeming to sug-

. -gest that King
commit - suicide
_ rather .than ac-

full ‘of threats of
how he would
otherwise be dis-
graced. ~  And K

there, at noon on the same day, there
was Coretta Scott King, the widow of

$ news conference.

} | - But the news conference was not
| about the FBI or the vicious, cow-

| ardly, unsigned letter. No, in’ fact,

" Mrs. King issued a small statement at
 the beginning, saying firmly that she

would have no comment on such mat-

. ¥ complete. I
| = But she is not dumb, this handsome.
| thoughtful woman who has seen sa
‘tmuch of the South’s and the nation’s

ing and the triumphs. She knows the
alftgations about her late husband’s
personal life are scurrilous and nasty

1 _and unpleasant. .

~ Yet she goes on with the already-
" ‘scheduled press conference about
_ other matters, calm and co
_and wanting to talk about them. She
. talks some about plans for the King
*_Center and about her late: husband,
but mostly the topic is full employ-
" _ment in the nation. Mrs. King is cur-
rently co-chairperson for the Full Em-
ployment Action Council, a group
pressing for such a national policy. Its
board of directors includes some dis-
tinguished names: Leonard Woodcock
4 of the United Auto Workers, LW. Abel .,
“\ol ‘the United Steelworkers, Vernon®
~"1Jordan of the National Urban League,’
* {Peter McColough, chairman of the

!

the slain civil rights leader, holding a -

ters until all the investigations art

history at close hand, both the suffer- -.

. Xerox _Corporation, Los Angeles;

K

#
1
i

-~
N

) (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

S

Mayor Thomas Bradley (also, inter-7#

| The headlines that morning told of the | estingly, former Georgia Gov. Jimmy

4 Carter and LaDonna Harris, wife of |
former Sen. Fred Harris). ~ = |
“] think jobs will come to be seen
as a basic right, just as voting rights
and public accommodations have
come to be seen as basic,” says Mrs.
A little feaflet printed by the Full
Employment Action_Council “begins -
with a quote from President Harry -
Truman, just after he signed the Em-
ployment Act of 1946. “Full employ-
- 'ment means more than jobs...it values
ends as well as means; it values lei- -

sure as well as work; it values self-

development as weil as dedication to
a common purpose; it values individ-
ual as well as group cooperation. Full
employment means more than jobs..it
qneans maximum opportunity under
ihe American system of responsible
{reedom,” said Truman. :

| The echoes intrigue. J. Edgar

oover was director of the FBI in
1946 when Truman made those com- |

| “ments. He was still director nearly 20 ,/
urrilous,

years later when the sc
threatening anonymous letter was
“mailed by the FBI to King. Mrs. King
has to hurry a bit at the end ofthe
news conference; she must catch a.
plane that afternoon to begin & three-
nation visit to Africa, including the
dedication in one country of a US.
Information Agency facility named
after her late husband. A few days
later there is an Associated Press -
story from Kenya quoting Mrs. King
suggesting that the investigation. of
_ her late husband's death be reopened
in the context of CIA and FBI revela-
tions. “I have always felt there was
more to it than came out. I also felt
somehow in the long run of history it
would be revealed—just what did hap-
. pen,” she said. T
_~ She bas seen a long run of history in .
" her own life, has Coretta King, She is
| a strong and remarkable woman who
b} hlals livedmthroumgh a great d:luuwnmtw :
¢ slipping into the twin traps d
‘and personal bitterness. . . - ...

e
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: Ttun dnduln a umgeuhmn nundanlhﬁmﬁﬂuixhgaml
M“MI?W%& . familybﬁmhlsmminaﬂon. e
}d m' um' rf e ' £
:frm': investigation of King’s death. Am“gnwmmm‘mmmg Cowspaner. ity and state.)
pess of the FBI investigation of his- Pare h-1
e Akt the amtay.  Murder? (The Justice Department is o
! :m h'o'i'mdvn rghslender Apel LU 08 o the el FRL _ATLATTY COUBTITUTIO
I‘. phis, Tean. < oerson " iPhe other major reason is that - AMlanta, Georgia
i wawlm there have always been. considerable
| 'slonal fovestigation was evidenced by. - goubty by many whether James Earl
‘the-Senate and House for congres- acted alone in assassinating the Nobel
‘ dmlinquiﬁulntotbetngedy _ -PeacePrizewinner. ....4
| *_Democratic whip Robert C. Byrd, - * There was some belief that a conp* — ;
'~D.-WVa., urged the Senate intelli- . -spiracy was involved, but the .
Wﬁu to conduct  a . - concluded Ray acted alone, Ray,
. review” of the original FBI  was sentenced to 99 years, later tri
R tion of King‘: death. And .. {o change his-plea, however, and has -
i ;- chair- -« - hinted that others were involved. :
: H«mDemmﬁcCaucus. " ‘There have also been doubts raised.
jsaid the' House judiciary committee ~  about how Ray could have eluded the- : -
‘showd eondgct an investigation be-. ' police in this nation and Canada bé — SRV
ieawse o the “shocking and confirmed” - fore be way captured In London, And ' S X
disclosure that the FBI had attempted - ““where did his means for such travel - . SV
to discredit King before his death. come from? o —_— :
That is one of two major reasons =~ More than likely, a congressional
why there should be a congressional investigation of s assassination
.hmmuuﬂkm of King's assassination. will confirm the FBI's investigation.
No one has turned up evidence that . The FBI, except for some recent, Date: 19 e
the FBI did not conduct a thorough  well-documented slips, is an outstand- t 12-5-75
and unbiased investigation of the.  ing organization. But the tremendous - Editlon: | ;o7 g
Mevent. But recent disclosures have [ ~accomplishments of Dr: King in his 3§ Author: ??di’hor“?esl
{!shown that the FBI, prodded by its \ years of life demand that there be Editor: ™ a1 G ]”_1_. n
{.director, the late J. Edgar Hoover, | absolutely no unanswered questions| - 1{ iver
\conducted illegal wiretaps and har-  about the way he died. ‘ Title: I(L L
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© WREGI AT PLAIN

16355 A URGENT 1-5-75 Lil

io: DIRECIOR (44-35861)

FROM:  AILAN A (44-2356) () |
ATIENIION: GEWRAL 10W:SIIGATIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHIS 5:CLION, ROUH 5156, JEK.

MURKIN. - | |

. RE AILAWIA TELCALL TO THE BURLAJ, JANUARY 5, 1976. /

0N JALUARY 4, 1975, L0k O POWELL , WHITE WALE, CONTACTED

AILANIA OrFice OF THE FsI AUVISIWGN§e HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING -
THe SUBJECE MALTER.:
DUKIWG PeRSGWAL INIcRVIeW wlld POWELL , He ADVISED THAT

DURI&G LATe OUIUoER OK EARLY wuv-otiockR, 1967, DAIE UNKNOWN, DURING

AKA "SAUTGJ N PUWELL™, A wdllic wali, WeRe HAVING A DRINK I
L PETE'S BAR Al WCRELAM AWM COwFelcrais AVEWJES, ATLAWTA, GE

N 4

’Wﬁiw LHEY woRe APPRUACHzU bY ¢idluAL FRliND RAY GOUREY, A WHITE

THe AfLAWiA SANITALION UEFARLécwnl, WARO ASKeD IF THEY WOULD BE -
INIERESIED IN WAKING $50,006. DURING THk POWELL BROTHERS CON=
VERSATIOW wITH GODREY, IT Was DETERAINED THAT Goé;EY wOULD PUT

END PAGE Cli..
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‘EAGE'THQEE (44-2386) | | ¥ L
(LOSED HIS BRIEPCAS£ AﬁD LEFT. ~ POWELL AﬂVISEDiTHAT RALPH NEVER :
ACTUALLY sSAID THAT THE mCNaY_BaING’bFFLRaa 10 THEW wAS TO KILL -
MARTIW LUTHER KING. |

NEILRER HE NOR HIS BROIKERS C35ERVED HOW RALPH QL iU) CAME OR.
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE WNOI SLiW RALPA (Lu) SINCE THAT DATE.
| HE HAS WOI BEEW IN CONIACT wlin RAY (:Ouﬁc.‘( In APPROXII’IATELY

' ..ac.Vhw YLAHb Avu DOaS WOI KNOW GoDHLY'w L.UCATIOI\. THE ONLY OTHER

INIVIUUALS Aw’éRi OF He AN als orONdeR'S MEeTING WITH RALPH

L NU) ARL KIS FORWER WIFE, ANNIZ LOIN COWPOS, WHITE FEWALE OF

ATLANIA AWD PLYE DAVIS, WHITE MaLE, QWNER OF THE BAR' WHERE HE AND

WIS BROIHER TALKN WITH RALPA @ Gu).

HIS WIFL HAS W FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE WATTER, SHE 1s
\AWARb OF Tde FACTS ASNIE DESCRIo:d kel 10 HER. | o
PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY O5SiRveD rALPA @ NJ) ENTER AND hXIT HIS'
AR, BUT WeveR £WIERED THE CONVERSIION BETWEEN RALPH (LMJ) AND
THEHMSELVES, | - .
WAIlHER wic WNOR HIS BROIALR weRe IWVOLVED IN THE KIﬁLING OF
MARTIN LuiheR K1iG, JR. BECAUS. [rk wnOLE SITUAIION, aS ; DESCRIBED
ABOVE ;" "SUARED Us" .- He 1S WILLING 10 IAKe A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

ORI x’AGL IHRek. RN
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
WATTER. \ | R TSI
Hi HAS WAITED MINE YEARS 10 CONiaCI Thz ‘FBI TN [HIS MATTER
BLCAUSE HE RECLNILY OBSERVED A LOCUMENIARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISIURBLD HIS CONSCIEWCE AND A FoLi THAL HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS |
INFORMATION 10 Tre Fol. . - | B
PCWELL STATED THAT THi ReASUN He BALIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CON{ACTED BY GODREY 15 buCAuse HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL -
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARWED ROBSRY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
BROTHIR RAD A REPUTATION FOR 5o10G AN EAPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL SIATED AIS BROTHER, AT TAAI T1ie, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHUTGU N BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN IWFiRIORIIY COMPLEK™.
REQueST OF IHE BGREAUV. CUNTACT iHE E}EPART?}ENT TO'-DETE’RMIN‘E
IF ADDITIONAL IWVESTIGATION COWCeR WING irc ASOVE INFORWATION IS
DESIRED AT THIS iluk. |
Ewl o

RSP FBIAG
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Date: 1/5/76

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE URGENT

{Precedence)

FROM:  ATLANTA (P)

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.
MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUR s JANUARY 5, 1976.

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON QpEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE SUBJECT MATTER. | f |

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING
THE LATER AFTERNOON'HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE ELL, JR.,
AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN
PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,
WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA d‘EY, A WHITE
MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO
HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE

INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

END PAGE ONE. /A wtlt?' /L~ 2 36C- Fp 7
Cj-. anta -
G —— JSD/’ Sent[ﬁ J% Wﬂ M

Appsd .
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Transmit the following in
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_——t e e

( Precedence)

PAGE TWO (L414-2386)

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED
WITH GODREY.

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE
POWELL, BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-
PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-T?PE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING. WHAT
HE SATD WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF
YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU".. NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

END PAGE TWO,

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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 PAGE THREE (44-2386)
CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING.
NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE.
HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPROXIMATELY

SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S M ING WITH RALPH

(LNU) ARE HIS FORME IFE, ANNIE LOI POS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETESDAVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND
HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). |

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE; "SCARED US"., HE IS WILLING TO TAXE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

END PAGE THREE.
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
MATTER.

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER
BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
INFORMATION TO THE FBI. _ | \

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
' BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT;TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERTORITY COMPLEX".

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THESTIME.

END.

Approved: — Sent M  Per
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( farsemite /3778 ¢ 1
FROM:  ATLANTA (B4- 2386) \(P) oArenpho 3

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH. i !

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUREM, JANUARY 5, 1976.

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, CQNTACTEDi
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING -
THE SUBJECT MATTER.

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING" j
THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE ELL, JR.,
AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN
PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, .
WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA ﬂ‘EY, A WHITE {

~ MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF

THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON- .

£
VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GO%&FY WOULD PUT

blEND ifﬁxciE (ENE. , L/ - 3F€- J 3Y
e SYP Bk . o

./
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PAGE TWO (L44-2386)
THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED
WITH GODREY. '

£ |
APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE .

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN-EETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-:
PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY- -
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCﬁ,'NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, .
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER—TIPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE; RADPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THD TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOWVWHY I'M HERE"., THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING. WHAT

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

END PAGE TWO,

Approved: Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE THREE (44-2386)
CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE.

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GOé;EY IN APPROXIMATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GOé;E&VS LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S M ING WITH RALPH

(LNU) ARE HIS FORME IFE, ANNIE LOIS MPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETEADAVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND
HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). |

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, "SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

END PAGE THREE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

»

{
!
I
I
FBI !
i
Date: I

|

i

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (L44-2386)
MATTER. |

HE HAS WATTED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI TN THTS MATTER
'BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS

INFORMATION TO THE FBI.
POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
 BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERTORITY COMPLEX". i

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THESTIME. 8
END. {

Approved: — Sent M Per
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WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA

1

TELETYPE URGENT |
(Precedence) 1

|

FROM:  ATLANTA (P)

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.
MURKIN.

 RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUREM, JANUARY 5, 1976.
 ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON QN POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED

AT%&HEA'QFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING

~ THE SUBJECT MATTER.

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING

THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE LL, JR.,
AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN |

PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,

Y, A WHITE

MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO

"VERSATION WI

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.- DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

vy

%PAEONE‘. ‘ . LY — =3¢ é?

Ap]

e/ . .. oo

Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE TWO (41-2366) |
THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED
WITH GODREY. |

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE
POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGATN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-
EROACHEb BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY=
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOW WHY T'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT
HE SATD WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF
YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I
CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SATD AND RALPH

END PAGE TWO.

Approved: Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE THREE (uh~2386)
CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
FLEFT4THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE.

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPROXIMATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S MEJATING WITH RALPH

(LNU) ARE HIS FORME TFE, ANNIE LOI IPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETEAAVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND
HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). |
HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

. PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES .

NEITHER HE NOR KIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, -"SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

END PAGE THREE.

Approved: _ ‘Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE FOUR (L44-2386)
MATTER, |
" HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER
| BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNTSH THIS
INFORMATION TO THE FBI. |
 POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
 BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
- POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX".
" REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THpSTIME. | |

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MAY 1962 EDITION !

GSA FPMR (61 CPR) 101118

. - UNITED STATES G._.ERNMENT —
Memorandum

o  : SAC Atlanta (44-2386) pame: 1/4/76

FROM : 5pC Robert L. McKay

SUBJECT: NURKIN

At 2:19 AM January 4,1976 writer was telephonically
contacted by an unidentified white male who advised that
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,dJr.
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his
brother were offered $25,000,00 cash by two males in "PETE'S
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING.
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to
identify the principals in the transaction.

The caller advised that his telephone number was
289=1545 and his address. . 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga.
The caller refused to give his name or to discuss the
matter further over the telephone, .

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4/76.

Indices negative re address and telephone number.

Atlanta city and suburban Criss~Cross directories
negative,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan NI ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL PORM NO. 10 -

MAY 1902 KDITION -

~S8A FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GbLvERNMENT —

Memorandum

. SAC Atlanta (44-2386) o parg:  1/4/76

* SPC Robert L. McKay

MURKIN

At 2:19 AM January 4,1976 writer was telephonically

contacted by an unldentlfled white male who advised that
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,dJr.
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his
brother were offered $25,000,00 cash by two males in "PETE'S
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING.
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to
identify the principals in the transaction.

The caller advised that his telephone number was
289-1545 and his address. . 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga.
The caller refused to give his name or to discuss the
matter further over the telephone,

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4L/76.

Indices negative re address and telephone number,

Atlanta city and suburban Criss=Cross directories
negative.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NRB51 WA PLAIN
5:@9PM URGENT 1/6/76 DLS

- TO ATLANTA (44-2386)
FROM DIRECTOR  (44-38861)
MURKIN -

REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO
RESOLVE ALLEGATION MpDE BY LEON OWEN POWELL AS SET FORTH IN
RETEL. - '
| INTERVIEY CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR ANY .
INFORMATION THEY HAVE RE LEON OWEN POWELL'S ALLEGATION.

OBTAIM ARTIST*S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME pNKNOwN)

s

FROM LEON OWEN POyELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFICATION

CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE él.
IMMEDIATELY FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION,
FBIHQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST*S
CONCEPTIO™ DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION.

| DETERMINE PRESENT wHEREABOUTS INCLUDING RESIDENCE
AND EMPLOYMENT OF RAY'GODFREY:'/CRD STATED GODFREY SHOULD

NOT BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS TIME,.
— :

A
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PAGE TWO

DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY
INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER INCARCERATED wITH JAMES EARL
RAY. |
| HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED
SUCH AS THE INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED
DURING INTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY
ADDITIOMAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ. |
CRD WILL MAKE A DETERMINATION RE PROVIDING' LEON OyEN POWELL
WITH POLYGRAPH UPON COMPLETION OF ABOVE INVESTIGATION.
IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL SUMMARY
ON A DAILY BASIS UNTIL THIS INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE
AMY LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT
T0 SECTION 27, VOLUYME 11, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FyRNISH
ALL I"FORMATION TO MEMPHIS, THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN.
COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.”
END '
FBI AT ACK FOR ONE
HLF  THANKS CLR
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NR®O5° EP  PLAINTEXT.

11327PM  URGEMNT JANUARY 7, 1976 HXG

T0s DIRECTOR '(44-38861) | o o  %
| ATLANTA  (44-2386) | | o ,i?
FROM:  EL PASO (44=NEW) (P)  ///1P/// E
MURKIN, .
RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR, EL PASO, CHARLOTTE, AND MEMPHIS P
DATED JA"UARY 1, 1976. | N 5
D.M. yILLIAMS, MANAGER, SCOTTISH INN MOTEL, MIDLAND, TEXAS, :
ADVISED THOROUGHT SEARCH OF MOTEL RECORDS FROM DECEMBER 1, 1975
TO PRESENT FAILED TO REVEAL ANY RECORD CONCERNING CLAUDE POyELL,
R. AS RESIDING AT THAT MOTEL. DRIVER'S LICENSE CHECK STATE OF TEXAS,
ARREST CHECKS MIDLAND AND ODESSA, TEXAS, CITY AND TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY AND NEY LISTINGS ALL NEGATIVE CONCERNING CLAUDE POWELL, JR. .
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GEORGIAt yILL RECONTACT LEON OWEN POyELL

" FOR MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNING RESIDENCE OF CLayDE POWELL, i

JR. A"D/OR ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUCH AS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT
T0 FACILITATE THE LOCATION OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR. FOR INTERVIEY
BY THE EL PASO DIVISION. o
EL PASO AT EL PASO, TEXAS: WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO j};
DETERMIME IF POWELL IS STAYING AT DIFFERENT MOTEL. NOTE NO OTHER -
MOTELS I* MIDLAND-ODESSA AREA HAVE NAME SIMyLAR TO SCOTTISH
1vv, CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CONDUCTED MORNING OF JANUARY 8, 1976,
EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS. |

R / -
END o 44-23806"93Y3
ATW/.FBI AT CLEAB T | Ef:Al?zL:Dm ﬁ?ﬁum /a

JAN 0196

N‘i |son

\(\/f,,« %
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10 ATLANTA  (44-2386)
énem DIRECTOR  (44+38861)
‘;ﬁuéx:u
REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976,
7 CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), Us S UEPARTMENT oF
‘Jusrrca. REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING znmznrars INVESTIGATION o -
'RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL AS SET FORTH IN
RFTEL.

_INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS aND DAVIS FOR va
I%FORMATIBN THEY HAVE RE LEON OWEN POYELL®S ALLFGATION.

OBTAIY ARTIST*S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME yNKNOWN)

FROM LEON OVEN POYELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL xnsnrxrxcnrrow
CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21,
MMEDIATELY FAGSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TQ EXHIBITS szpriop,
FBINQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S
*cowczpfxow DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION.
DETERMINE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS INCLUDING RESIDE&GE

AND EMPLOYWENT OF RAY GODFREY, CRD STATED GODFREY SHOULD
NOT BE INTERVIEWED aT THIS TIME, |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BETERHI&E ALL FLA@ES’LWERE GLAUQE ?OWELL REPQR'IEBLY
QMRGER&TEB b ¢ I)ETERMIN : IF EVER INGAREERATEB \,}ITH JA(’QFS EARL
pr.

!

uannnz ARy aoexIIGNAL 0BVIOUS AND LGGIGAL Lsans ugvsL09sn

i As THE. tnrsavxsw OF va ADDITIONAL w:rnzsess DEVELOPED

nasxna Iﬂranvzzw. IF ANY auﬁsrxag ARISES RE COVERING ANY _'1

'Ksaxrxag L LEAD, PRGM?ILY cawracr FBIBQu_

ann waL MAKE A aﬁtzamxﬁarxon 'RE PROVIDING LEON OyEN PeszL

‘wtrn Patvansvﬂ uPaw GONPLETIQN OF ABOVE INVESTIGATION,
iIMNEBiATELY cnnaucr rats INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL suwnaﬁv
nj,LY BASIS UNTIL rxxs INVESTIGATION IS CQMPLETED. Hn»an

*vaegnarxan ?c MEMPHIS,| THE OFFICE OF ORIGING
COPY ngLG MEMPHIS, 5\
ED - _—
5'3! AT ACK FOR ONE
.rn_r THANKS CLR
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PLATATERT :
¢ URGENT Januanv 7,;1915
' DIRECTOR

(44*38861)

ATLANTA - (44-2386) B

EL PASO  (A4=UEW) (PY  ///1P/1/
- mURKIN

} RE ATLANT& TEL TO waFCTOR, FL PASO, CHARLOTTF, auD mrmpaxq
.§ATF9 JAYUARY 1, 1376, | = o o ;Q}g
’. DeM. wILLIAMS, MANAGER, gcowrxsx xuw MOTEL, MIDLAYD, rwas,
',énvissn THOROUGHT SEARCH OF MOTEL RECORDS Faox DECEMBER 1, 1975
10 PRESENT FAILED TO REVEAL ANY RECORD CONCERNING CLANDE PQWELL,
aﬁ, AS RESIDIYG AT THAT MOTEL. ﬂnxvaavs LICENSE CHECK STATE OF nga
Aaasqr CHECKS MIDLAND AND ODESSA, TEXAS, cITY AND TELEPHORE -
mzngcroav AR NEW LISTINGS ALL NWGATIVa CONCERMING CLAUDE POwELL,
g, 'ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA: szL RECONTACT LEON OyER PG@ELL
éon MORE SPECIFIC xnroawnwxnw csmszawzuc RESIDENCE OF CLaAuDE POWKLL:
da. AMD/OR ANY ADDITIONAL xuﬁoawarxou sucH AS cunngvr TMPLOYMENT . :
rn FACIL!TATE THE LOCATION oF PLA&“E POWELL, JR. wog INTE RVIEW y;ﬁ

BY THE EL PASO DIVISION,

| EL PASO AT FL PASO, TEXAS: WILL comﬂvcr INVESTIGATXOW ™
ézrgnmxms IF POYELL IS STAYING AT nIFFFREﬂr WITEL. MOTE MO OTHERW 
'NOTEL: 1° MIDLAND=ODESSA AREA HAV”‘nﬂﬂﬁiSIMULAR 10 auatrzﬂu

.

}ﬁﬂo' CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CG&“UCTEU MﬁR%IﬂG OF JANUARY By 19764

b \
i

. EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS. -

‘ \
i Y ‘
i Y

. E®D U -
K : :
ATW/.FBI AT CLEAR
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Treasuit arteched by Focsimile . PLAINTEXT | | Prierity — LIRGENT __

Te: BAC, ATLARTA Dote: 4 =71 9?6
Fre=' DIRRCTOR FBI, IDENT DIV Time: Tronsaitted -

SHC" LEON OWER POWELL FBI# 200-012-E
CLAUDE POWELL JR. FBIf 212-946-A

tnitials »

{ I Fingerprint Fhots ' ﬁ Fingerprint Rucord [ e ] Mawepoper clipping [} Photogroph

1 Artigts Conception i Q Othes
Specié bomdliag instractions:
ATTH: S.A. DICK BERRY

COPYS GF BECORDS PER YOUR REQUEST OM.PHONE CALL {-7-76
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| FD-448 tRev, 10-16-73) @
- 22

Tremsuit attoched by Focsimile . PLAINTEXT

Te: BAC, ATLANTA | Dote: 1 w71 976 B
Fro DIRRCTOR FBI, IDERT DIV L[ S——

SBiect: | EON OWEN PUWELL FBI# 200-012-E
CLAUDE POWELL JR. FEI# 212-946-A

tnitiols »

("] Fingacprint Photo £ Firmormiot Racord  [JMes [ Mewspopes cligping [} Photogroph

{1 Anigts Conception {3 Othes

Speciol hondling instructions:
ATTN: S.A. DICK BERRY

W&Wﬂﬂjﬁﬁﬁ CALL {1=7-76
Approved: BRYARNT =

Y2306 030Y

B e 11 {5 )
..... A’LLD |

Al T o

, i
: i
|
F3l-ATLAINTA 7
s ’ | J
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‘znnrrimlenuunaslunp
FEDERAL

f  Tha tollowing FBI secord, NUMBER o0 010 5

i-muswm‘

ARTMENT O
BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
. WASHINGTON 3. DG -

7

.thmcmwtm‘

PHEERIENTS

" rARR

st
l‘t. amlns GA.

PD M:llnu Q.

” Atlanta Ga

De Ealb Co FD
Decatur GA

Lemn: Powell
#O0KT5

:.ma-m MQH.

taem 0, Towrs |
kuuea

3

. | enildren 3808

N

hmm-m [T
are udym_,

K COMINAENT PIRONG OWVE .
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o R ~,<v . o oY " ” . ol
R et (G T £y
R R L~ " N bl
JEEE m AN e~

" o . ,..u 8 ™

R m STATES nnpm or‘
oA, BURERD OF IVETIOATION | e
D WASERITOR B, DG,
ey e | ;n-.am 0 ? 19]5 DIV!SIW
LA N e w0 %‘ k

Sy

. JU " . . ,‘. f( .‘ | ‘
“ The following FBI record, NUMBER 290 012 E .ummmmmonf

e warmpms |

‘Provost Mershal | CesmiPowell 8 5 [Art, 86
~¥t. Benning Ga. | #BOATS5 | M/S

| PD Atlanta Ga. |Leon 0. Powell 6 62 ufé beating ﬁmu;{
- #u;aa | M/ : mﬁ_ T=6-62

D Atlanta G [Leom Owea mn '6'-29-62 MMC (sbndut of | withdraws.
" . - |#31ne22 0 | ominor child) | T-6-62

Pe Eallsy Co FD fson Owen | }=16=T7% | abandoment of
Decatur G4 Powell o . jchildren 3808
R 134062 { | »

BID 358457

¥ i
- - ]

uphmnﬁon of charge h?ﬁnﬂ. °ﬁ

inmm-}mtmnlhdmlyuhﬂ

this veooed. . LT AUATING OOV . W~

R I - a4 oo e R T - e ol RN s - e : o . Py

JA'N 976

. FB)~ATLANTA

A/ Cor | T

.4 :»;;%’&:‘ ‘

AR R P R LT L S e G i R " AL N Sy
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A
. JAN O 71976

B
Lo s

PR SO PR

Tho following Fl rocord, NUMBER X102 §48 A i\ huuidied FOR OFPICIAL USS ONLY.
nformotion shown en thils idestification Recerd represonts dele fursihched Fil by Sagorpeint contributors.
, 15 NOT SHOWN OR FURTHIR EXMANATION OF CHARGE CR DISFOSITION B

PD | Clsude Powell |(8e25-73 | leind axp 1-$35 or 13
31799 | R B E or 13 das
Clavde Powell Jo.7-26-75 |DUT refused test|

|7t valleyca | 21-110-75 4
; SID 287685 e
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| Mm oy JANO?W&

“‘M’-MM N2 M6 A hmmmlﬁm‘h
nformution shewn as mmmmmwmwwm
VNERE DOSPOSITION I3 MOT SHOWN OR FURTHIR EXPMAMATION OF CHARGE OR mﬁ
mmﬂmmmmm ,

.

RSARG A Y USRS RS

Clsude Fovell |[5~10=49 ] armed rod =  [5-10 y¥s .
Jr o) . B8Pen 3
Claude mn 5-34—49 | rob : 510 yrs
Pr v ' o Bate & v |4=33-52 par

atiants GA Jr 231799 IR (m*““‘#m e

m g?m Powell s—as-n 1~ind exp
EI179O o 1
SO Claude Powell Jm.zs-rs DI refused tast

17t Valley GA 21-110-75% ‘ jdriv vlmohd
- SID 287685 L ) lte

: “—A...AN;A

B ;yzuw mg 5
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 31RhCIOR (44-38861)
CEL PASO
CHARLOTTE
ASHPHIS

U FROA's ATLANTA (44-2386) () B
TUOMURKLE. i R

. RE BUREAU IELETYPE TO ATLawiA, JANUARY 6, 1976. -

| FOR LNFO OF £L PASO AND CHARLOTTL, O JANUARY 4, 1976, , LEON
h ffG%Eﬁ'PO%EL;;VQHITE {MALE , Auvszu ATLANTA OFFICE IHAr DURING LATE
 OCIOBER OR EARLY NOVnﬂ K, 1967, He adD HIS BROTHER, ‘CLAUDE _
:PGWELL, JR., AKA "SHoTeum",pawaLL; WHITE WAL&, JERE 1IN PETE'S BAR,
O MORELAND AVEWUE LN ALTANTA, GLORGIA WHE - APPROACHLU BY NUfUAL
FRIEND, NAWED RAY GODFREZY, whzra,ﬂgLa, APPﬁoxxmATELY FORTY xsa&s_ﬂ
OF éés, W HO askﬁb;l? THeY, THe POWELL BROTHERS, WOULD’BE.; B N
INfERESTED I WAKING $50, poD. GODFREY WOULD GET THEW I omeACi
WITH Al 0’€£R‘IQUIVIDUAL WHO wGuLu PAY Thpﬂ TO WURDER i MARTIN LuTHha

7 , A
KNG , JR. ITE ﬂALn CAWE INTO

TH::. DAR /Ai\}D AaKED FOR THRE POWLLL aﬁ&idr_ﬁs.,

«L
o

S THIS WHITE WALE PUT His BRIL FCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID,
7“1 GU“ss YOU KioW WHY‘I 4 HERE". THE WHITE MALE INTRODUGED

‘E%iD""PA‘GEG%%E, : , $0
N N e u/'L
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';f44~é386):

43&5? thY AS RALPH. HE . THE N apbwha THL BRIEFCASE AKD _i J-
DISPLAYkD WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,860 AND SAID, "IF You DECIDE T0O
~@~TAKh IHE JOB, THERE IS $50,005 GORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED " CLAUDE
| PowELL TGLQ‘RALPH THAT HE AWD HIS BROTH&R NEEDED TIME TO THI&K
©_ IT OVER, Al WHILH TIﬁh RALPd STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS WOT MADE
CUP oW I CAN’ T 5O udeN; WITH YOU." WOTHING ELSE WAS §AID.
RALPH CLGSED THE BRlEFCASE AlD LELFT. POVELL ADVISED\THAT RALPH
EVER AbidALLY STATED THAT THE MOWeY Bl OFFERED T0 HIM WAS
on KILL @ARIIN LUTHER KING.;‘LiUﬁ POWELL_A&VISED'HISTEROTHER
IS oW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH Iad 10 MIDLAND , TEXAS. POWELL
bL&IED THAT ‘e OR HIS BROIALR Weie IWVOLVED Iy IRE'K;LLIRG”OF
mgkaw LUfauH KING , JRe AFIER S:LING FHE ASSASSTHATION
DOUNLwlARY oW LLLaVIaION, HE JchuLJ 10 COME Foawauo AND FURNISH
Inlb I NFORMATIO K. POWELL 5TAL&D THz RLASON He BELIEVES HE AND
HIS,BRQTHER/WEBE CONTACTED Is'BﬁCAusa‘Hxs BROTHER , CLAUDE
SERVEQ\FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED R BERY Awa AT THAT TIME IN 1967,

SAWED-OFF saaxaum. LEON POWELLY ALLEGED :HAl PETE DAVIS, OWNER
05 THE BAR, §OTICED RALPH a_wu> Colic INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE
END PAGE TWO.
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;REGARDI%G AEY ESTABLISHUENT O ﬁGmLLHNU AVENUL NAﬁED PhTE s

" PLACE OR ANY SIWILAR NAME. SHIRLEY LANC , BARTEWDER  DRIFTWOOD

P

LOURGES 1575 msREngn‘Avaauu,fézuamrg;}esﬁﬁarﬂ;‘Aﬁvxskb APPROXI=
MATE#Y SEVE N OR ﬁIGHT}YEARS AGO, AN TWDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVISf(
DiD,:i& FACT , OWi AND OPERRLE A BAR I THE NEXT BLOCK OF NORELAND
AVE §UE. Sdh’dAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY.

S LANE ADVISED»EET£'§ WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS, COULD PROBABLY BE
CONiAGIED AT TELEPHOWE WUMBER $57-2626. DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED

ID OWi AND OPERAIE BAR ON MORELAND AVENUE, AND, AT

Ui TIME, WAS KNOWN AS PETE'S PLACE. HUSBAND DIED WAY, 1975,

| SHE 15 UWFAWILIAR WITH THE Eéﬂas‘ﬁALPH‘(Lwa), LEOW AND CLAUDE
POWELL. SH RZMEABERS HER HUSSAN TALKING ABOUT RAY GODFREY
HOWEVER , 1AS &0 IDEA HOW HE COULD BL LOCATED.

&b PAGE THREE.
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386) |
_ NUMEROUS ATTEWPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER
CRESIDENCE, 4120 GLENWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED
NEGATIVE, / |
ON JANUARY 7, 1976, MRS. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF
PERSONYEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED HE HS REVIEWED CITY
PERSONNEL RECORDS AND COULD FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY
"OR RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT
THE CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MySICIANS
NUMBER 48, ATLANTA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION+S RECORDS aND
' COULD FIND NO.REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD
NEGATIVE RE RAY GODFREY., | |
~ RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR. HAD BEEN

\:fARRESTED ON MAY 18, 1949 YOR ARMED. ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG

COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED TO
SERVE BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED - JUNE
28, 1965 FoanLdexne INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE,.BY'ATLANTA.
PD, AND SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITYY FARM;
ARRESTED AUGUST 25, 1975 FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY
ATLANTA PD AND SENTENCED TO THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25. MECKLENBURG

| END PAGE FOUR.
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 CDUVTY Pﬁ ARREST

PAGE F.VK (44 2380)

/.

NUMBER IS 48z%..

\,JR. IS wazik WAL i, DOTn OF BIRIH SIX thT.Two

 I4CHES, OWE HUDRED SEVEWNIY-ONe POUWDS, FBI WMBER 212 946 A.

RECORDS OF THE ATLANIA PD REVEALED LZON POWELL ARRESTED b
AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVGST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA,

CHARGEL WITH ARTICLE 86. KO UISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ~ARRESTED

JURE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE BLAILLG AwD Hsgﬁnommzﬂf,'CHARGa‘WITHDRAWN

JULY 6, 1962, LEON OWElw POWELL DesCRIBED AS WHITE HALE, DATE OF

BIRTH FBI NUMBER 220 612 Ee

BREWDA POWELL, Dauaﬁriﬁ-im;me OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED LEON

POWELL WORKING AT UNKMOWNALOCQLICNAIW ROCKDALE COUNLY AND WOULD
AUT RETUR N TO ATLANTA UNTIL LAis Pid OF Jad WARY T, 1976,

“iVI“ RIGHTS DIVISION (CY0), ub ULPARINEN OF JUSTICE,
REQUESTES 1He ruLLOWIMS LMD [ALE FGVe51IGATION TO RESOLVE ALLE-
GA?IGQQHQDE 3Y L&UN OWEW Pquth

LL PASO Al WIDLAND. WILL IWicRVIEW CLAUDe POWELL AT

“SCOTTISK INN FOR QNY INFORMALION du HAS Re LLGN OWL-N POW&LL )

ALLEGAT‘ION, : OiﬁiAI;&’—AhLIb‘l';‘;ﬁ CONCePTION OF ALPn L) FrOM

~ ) ‘ -~

B PAGE FIVE.- A
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PAGE SIX (44-2386)
" CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLYE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFIATION CATALOG
- AS SET FORTA IN FBI HAWDBOOK, PARK I, PAGE 21. -IMMEDIATELY
- WITH EXHIBITS SECTION. S e PR A

(LAUDE FOWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCLRATEZO 10 DETER@INE IF- EVER

'CUVLRIV& AwY AJUIfIONAL LEAD, PROWPILY COnTACT FbIHQ.

S:CTI0N 27, VOLUME 11,-daNuaL O?‘zusfﬁucrxows. ALS0 FURNISH
CALL Iﬂpaﬂmaxxow TO WEWPHIS, OFFICEL OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA. .

URING , JR. PPROAIMAT&LY,UV& WELK uAI&R" A WHITE ﬁALa ETC

PLS HOLD

LN

FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECILY TO EXAIBITS thiION FbIHQ AND TELE-
PHONIuALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEWS Re ARTISI'S comcinqu DIRECTLY

CHARLOTIz AT CHARLOTTe. DeroRAIne ALL PLACES WHERL
. N . . \

INCARCERATED WITH JAMES EARL HAY. |

ATLANIA AT ATLANIA. OBTAIH ARIISI'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH -
C ) FROH LeON OWEW POWELL. 'COVIISUs <FFORTS T0 LOGATE RAY
GODFREY AWD AWNIZ LOIS CONPOS. n
AL OFFICES HANDLE ANY AUUTITONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGILAL

LEADS DEVELOFLD UURIﬁ: INlhKVIdw. 'iF ANY QUESTION ﬁRlaaD ‘RE

LHMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS 1WVESTIGTION AND SUTEL SUMARY
O DAILY BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COﬂPLnLhD. HANDLE ANY
LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY T:tLETYPE. HAWGDLE PURSUAWT T0-

COPY MATLED MEMPHIS. - -

e o i N ) - N
L l\ﬁ) . : ) : » . . '

CORRECTIOWS - PAGE gk, PARG OW&, LIde TEW SHOULD RLAU,'

"Tfffﬁi
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Transmit the following in

Via

Date: ' JANUARY 7, 1976

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

|

- TELETYPE URGENT :
NN I

|

\
T0: BUREAU (44-38861) 71 /’( K
EL PASO G:S?// HrG

CHARLOTTE &* 5 36/pelc

MEMPHIS

FROM: ATLANTA (P)

MURKIN. |
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA DATED JANUARY 6, 1976.

ANRCNAnie TG
FOR INFORMATION OF EL PASO, AON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN

POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT @DURING LATE
OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE
POWELL, JR., AKA, “SHOTGUN" POWELL, WHITE MALE, WERE IN PETE'S
- BAR, ON MORELAND AVENUE, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHEN APPROACHED
BY MUTUAL FRIEND, NAMED RAY GODFREY, WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY
FORT¥ YEARS OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THEY, THE POWELL BROTHERS,
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.00. W GODFREY WOULD
LG'THEM IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM
TO MURDER MARTIN LU'A'HER KING, JRA{(APPROXI’MATELY ONE WEEK LATER,
A WHITE MALE, CAME INTO THE BAR AND ASKED FOR THE POWELL BROTHERS..

QUT-50MG
END PAGE ONE'”""'

SEARCHED
@ATLANTA

Approved:

TABRALS (AT W:’ffja—a--——r HL 4- 2206 /23\[

(2) “ 1)
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« FD-36%Rev. 2-14-74) S —

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

—_——— e e i -

AT 44-2386. PAGE TWO.

THIS WHITE MALE. PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID,
"I GUESS YOU KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE WHITE MALE INTRODUCED
HIMSELE:KE RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND DISPLAYED
WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,000.00, AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO TAKE
THE JOB, THERE IS $50,000.00 MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED." CLAUDE
POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK
IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE
UP NOW, I CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID.
RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL AVISED THAT RALPH
NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS
TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER
IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. FRNELL
DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATEION
DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND
FURNISH THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES
HE AND HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE,
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND AT THAT TIME IN 1967
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AT 44-2386. PAGE THREE.

HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPEKT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELL ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, OWNER
OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE
ABLE TO VERIFY THAT PART bF THE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL
TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, OF THE MEETING WITH RALPH.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY
DIRECTORY, AND GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
FOR THE YEARS 199 4-1968, WERE REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS
REGARDING ANY ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S
PLACE QR ANY SIMILAR NAME. SRLEY LANE, BARTENDER, DRIFTWOOD

- LOUNGE, 1575 MORELAND AVENUE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED APPROXI-

MATELY SBEN OR EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVIS
DID, IN FACT, OWN AND OPERATE AB BAR IN THE NEXT BLOCK OF
MORELAND AVENUE.  SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE
PASSED AWAY. MS. LANE ADVISED PETE'S WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS,
COULD PROBABLY BE CONTACTED AT TELEPHONE 957-2626.
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