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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) —

-

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE THREE (414-2386)
SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT, LOWERY MUSIC COMPANY, ADVISED IN 1967 HER
FIRM HANDLED COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER BY NAME OF RAY GODFREY.
GODFREY WOULD, AT THIS TIME, BE APPROXIMATELY FORTY-~-FIVE TO FIFTY
YEARS OF AGE AND IS A WHITE MALE. SHE DESCRIBED GODFREY AS REAL
"COUNTY" FELLOW. SHE REFUSED TO BELIEVE GODFREY COULD BE IN ANY
TROUBLE WHATSOEVER. NATURE OF ATLANTA'S INQUIRY NOT RELATED TO
HER. SHE STATED GODFREY WORKED FOR ATLANTA WATER DEPARTMENT WITH
TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481 AS WORK PHONE. SHE ALSO ADVISED RECORDS
REFLECT GODFREY HAD SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER{:::::::::::]
SHE ALSO FURNISHED NEGATIVE OF PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY GODFREY.

TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481 IS LISTED TO ATLANTA CITY DEPART-
MENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND STREETS. MRS. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR
OF PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, RECONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT PAT
SOJKA, SUPERVISOR, SEWER REPAIR DIVISION, WOULD BE PERSON TO
CONTACT RE ANYONE EMPLOYED AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481,

PAT SOJKA ADVISED CITY OF ATLANTA DOES HAVE AN EMPLOYEE
NAMED RAY GODFREY, EMPLOYED AS A SEWER SERVICE FOREMAN. GODFREY
IS KNOWN TO BE A COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER. RAY GODFREY IS NOT

END PAGE THREE.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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EP 44-528  PAGE TWO
QUESTIOYED IF HE HAD EVER BEEN OFFER A LARGE SuM OF MONEY TO cOMMIT
A MURDER HE IMMEDIATELY VOLUNTEERED THAT HE HAD IV FACT BEEN
OFFERED $25,80% SHORTLY BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIY LUTHER KING JR. TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.. HE RELATED
THE FOLLOWING: | '

THREE OR FOUR WEEKS PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER vING
HE AND HIS BROTHER LEON yERE SEATED IV A BOOTH IN PETE'S BaR ON
MORELAMD AVEWUE, IN ATLANTA. HE RECALLED THAT A FRITND OF HIS
BROTHER, RAY GODFREY, A MUSICIAN AND AN ATLANTA CITY SMPLOYEE
JOIED THEM IN THEIR BOOTH AND ENGAGED IN CONVERSATION wITH LEOW,
ME PATD 0 PARTIGULAR ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY WSRE TALKING ABOuT.
'GODFREY LEFT THE BOOTH AND, IN APPROXIMATELY TEY TO FIFTEEN MINUTES,
A" IMDIVIDUAL PREVIOUSLY UNXNOWN TO HIM CAME TO THEIR BOOTH AND
SEATED HIMSELF OPPOSTTE FROM HE AND LEON, HE RECALLED THIS
INDTVIDUAL AS BEING A wHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 5°8" IN HEIGHT,
MEDIUM BUILD, APPROXIMATELY 158 POUNDS, EARLY 33+S, YELL DRESSED,
CALM AN COLD IN MANNER AND VERY CLEAN CUT. AS THY PERSON SET
MW" HE PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING BLACK BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE,
THIS I"DIVIDUAL APPEARED TO BE OUT OF PLACE IN SUCH AN ESTASLISHMENT

EYD PAGE Tyn
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EP 44-928  PAGE THREE

IN VITW OF HIS DRESS AND HE IMPRESSED POwELL AS BEING A wELL
EDUCATED PVERSON WHO APPEAR TO BE A PROFESSIONAL TYPE, SUCH aS
A LAWYER, HE MAY HAVE INTRODUCED HIMSELF ByT HE DOFS NOT

REMBEWBER A YAME. |
THE UNKNOWN PERSON ASYED HE AND LEON IF THEY wANTED TO PyLL

A JOB, HE DOES NOT REMEMBER THE EXACT CONVERSATION BUT HE QnuEST-

TIONED THE UNKYOWN PERSON CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE JOB aAND
HOW MUCH MO"EY IT PAID. THE UNXNOWN PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE
WANTED THEM TO DO AyAY WITH SOMEONE AND wHEM QUFSTIONED FURTHER

SAID IT WAS SOMEONE IMPORTANT., _THF UNKNOwN PERSON THEM TOLD
THEM HE WANTED THEM TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AND wOULD PAY
$25,282 NOW AND $25,800 WHEN THE JOB WAS DONE, THE 1uNgNOwN
PERSON THEM OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE yHICH WAS FULL OF wRAPPED
CURRENCY, SOME OF WHICH WERE IN $182 DENOMINATION., HE STATED

THAT HE WAS gaocxtn AND ININTIALLY ASSUMED THAT IT wAS SOME
SORT OF JOXE OR POSSIBLY A LAy ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TRYING TO

END PAGE THREE
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AT 44-2386

The bar where he and his brother met
RALPH (LNU) burned down several years ago and he
believes that PETE DAVIS is .currently manager for
Shrimp Boatsrestaurants with headquarters in Macon,
Georgia. DAVIS also could possibly be contacted
through HERBERT DAVIS who lives on Flat Shoals
Road in Atlanta, Georgia and used to own the Atlanta
Technical School.

His former wife has no first hand knowledge
of the matter. She is aware of the facts as he
described them to her.

PETE DAVIS actually observed RALPH (LNU)
enter and exit his bar but DAVIS never entered
the conversation between RALPH (LNU) and themselves.

Neither he nor his brother were involved
in the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., because
the whole situation as he described above "'scared us'.
. He is willing to take a polygraph in
this matter.,

He has waited nine years to contact
the FBI regarding this matter because he recently
observed a documentary on television which disturbed
his conscience and he felt he had to furnish this
information to the FBI,

POWELL stated the reason he believes he and
his brother were contacted by GODFREY is because his
brother, SHORGUN POWELL served five years for
armed robbery and during the period of time around 1967
his brother had a reputation for being an expert
with a shotgun. POWELL stated his brother constantly
carried a shotgun because "He has an inferior complex'.
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4!5AM @l 125-76 MRF PM URGENT 1-5-76 IKR

10 ATLAWTA (44-2386)

EL PASO  (44-920)

FROM DIRECTOR = (44-38861)
MURKIN-
| REEPTEL JANUARY 9, 1976,

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION REQUESTS FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
‘I%VESTIGATION; v | | ‘
| ATLANTA, INTERVIEY RAY GODFREY: ADVISE HIM OF HIS
RIGHTS AMD DETERMINE IF HE WILL SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH
EXAMINATION, t -
EL PaSO, RECONTACT CLAUDE POWELL AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL .
‘susmxr T0 PGLYGRAPH EXAMINATION, ALSO ASCERTAIN IF SCOTTISH
INY MOTEL MAINTAINS ANY RECORDS RECORDING INCOMING AND
OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLskFOR\cLAUDE POWELL, PARTICULARLY 0
DETERMINE IF HE HAS BEEN IN TELEPHONIC CONTACT WITH LEON
OWEN POWELL. | |

. DO NOT CONDUCT ANY POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION UNTIL FURTHER

APPROVAL FROM FBIHQ. SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.
D o
PLS ACK FOR 6 TELS
TLL FBI ATLANTA CLR THyS

ACK FOR SIE SIE SIX (6 TELS ~ 7,‘»"
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