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PAGL IWO Ci 44-1365 \

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLA'JDb GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN" 

SEVERAL Yi^ARS AGO WHEN A SHOIGU** JAS TAKEN FROM Hid BY A 

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE Wa£ STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE 

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SA ID NE 11 HtR HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL oh ID KING STIRRED UP TROUBLE 

.WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE a RD Mumo^HS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT 

BELIEVE IK TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO 

HIS PEOFLl BY BEING ASSASSINATED uHlUh MIGHT 4*01 HAVE 

OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING 

INCARCERATED BY THE N. C. PRISON AUTHOR IT I c.S, HE HAD 

SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR 

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY 

OTHER THAW WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY hRE rAj* w TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER 

MEMBERS OF THE ,KU KLUX KLAK OR OTHiR EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS.

WE. ADELL POWELL SAID IE HAS-THREE BROTHERS, CL AUDE JR ., 

Lt ON, AND EuW^w., WHO RESIDED In ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED, 
FLACK NOT kS, AND ONE SISTER, i^OYCEjiRYSON^(WIFE OF JOH.N
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^ W012 CE PLAIN

£ 1H25PM

; PROS:
? -MURKIN.

RE

NITEL JANUARY 3, 1576 JDC

DLIRECIOR (44-38861),

ATLANTA (44-2366) '

EL PASO

MEMPHIS - . ’ .

CHARLOTTE (44-13 65) <P)

CHARLOTTE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 8, 1576.

WE.‘©ELL SUTTON POWELL, FOREMAN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED , 

AT HIS HOME, 218 EWING DRIVE, BELMONT, fl. C., ADVISED HIS 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS VERY 

POOR WITH ONLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE CALL. HE LAST SAW 

' CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE POWELL, WAS

VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA. WENDELL RELATED HE HAD NOT HEARD 

r< • OF ANYONE CONTACTING HIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AJfi) OFFERING 

,\ THEM MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND ADVISED IF

CLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,000 IN ONE LUMP SUM, CLAUDE WOULD HAVE TOLD 

OTHERS ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE USED TO DRINK A LOT AND TALK 

GLIBLY WHEN IN A DRUNKEN CONDITION UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TO . 

RESTRICT HIS INTAKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT.

POWELL SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE CLAUDE AND LEON HAD THE
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CE 44-1365

Al LAfcTA HE BELIEVED

FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHNFLACE NOT KNOWN, AND ONE SISTER

LEON, A® EDWARD, WHO RESIDED! IN

THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS,MEMBERS OF

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN"

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM KIM BY A
■i • . ' ■

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID XING STIRRED UP TROUBLE 

WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT 

BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO 

HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE

OCCURRED HAD KE LIVED, WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING 

INCARCERATED BY THE N« C. PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD' 

SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR

HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY 

WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN 10 BE PRESENT OR FORMER

page two



P8SE THREE CE 44-1365

MYSOW, FRANKLIN, JU C., AND h .'101 HER HEPSIE At© A BROTHER 

HUBERT, WHO LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IS TACCOA, GA-. '

ATLANTA WILL, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 

INTERVIEW EDWARD' POWELL, ATLaWA, AW WSIE AND HUBERT . 
POWELL, TOCCOA, GA J

CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT FLOYCE BR YSON , GISTW , FRANKLIN, 
N. C. ’ ' . ' .

TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED EL PASO FOR INFORMATION SINCE 

■EL WO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER, 

b. ; <

Bl AT, ACK FOR OK

■p PLS HOLD /
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1112^1 NHEL JANUARY 9, 1976 JDC

TO DIRECTOR (44-3886!)/

ATLANTA (44-2386) * ; ,

- EL FASO

■ MEMPHIS

ROMs CHARLOTTE (44- 13651(F)

MUR KIN

. .RE

W E

CHARLOTTE TELETYPE, DATED JANUARY 8, 1976.’ -

DELL SUTTON POWELL, FURcuMaN, PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED

i

AT HIS HOME, 218 EWIWG DRIVEV BLLMO til , 0. Co ADVISED MLS 

CORRESFONDEMCE tollH HIS BROTHER U.auDE POWELL , 'JR ., IS VERY 

POOR WITH O^y AN OCCASIONAL aL^HO^ CALL. HE LAST SAW*’

CLAUDE THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THEIR MOTHER , ^PSU POWELL , WaS^ . 

VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA., ^MELP'R.^ATEP HE HAD NOT .HEARD 

OF ANYONE CONTACT!^ HIS BROTHERS -CLAUDJ Al© LEON AND OFFERING 

THEM HONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER-KING, AND ADVISED IF 

CLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,000 IN ONE LUMP bUM,CLAUDE WOULD’HAVE TOLD

OTHERS ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE SEED TO BRISK A LOT AND TALK

GLIBLY WHEN IE A DRUNKEN CO^UIOa UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TO ■

RESTRICT KIS IKI AKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT

. ROWELL SAID HE



PAGE I«0 CE 44-1555 .. 7-' \ .7-77/' '

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KIMG ,\a AUD E GOT:'KICOANE/SHOTGUN" 

several years ago when a'shoigln was Keen from hiw by a ' 

POLICED AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING'WHILE : 

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR HEBERS OF HIS ’ 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL M3 KING STIRRED UP TROUBLE . 

WHEREVER HE WENT .4® HE AND .k^LhS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT ? 

BELIEVE IK TROUBLE. VEIW BELUVED KING BECAME A MARTYR tC 

his People.by being assasshmud which might not have- 

OCCURRED nAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED IN ADDITION TO BEING ' 

incarcerated by the w# c. prison authorities, he had s -'' 

SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS iOWO OF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA# WENDELL MD NEITHER HE NOR. 

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW AKYP.m ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY 

OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READIN'NEWSPAPERS, TO. HIS KNOWLEDGE. 

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN 10 BE PRE SENT OR FORMER 

MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS.

'7 .WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR., .

LEON, AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IM Al LAKI A, GA#, HE BELIEVED, 

PLACE NOT KNOWN, AMD ORE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON (WIFE OF JOHN
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bryson), franklin, n. c • AND A- MOTHER HEPS IE AND A BROTHER .
HUBERT, WHO LIVE SIDE-BY SIDE IN

ATLANTA WILL, IF NOT ALREADY 

^INTERVIEW EDWARD Ifo WELL, ATLANTA, 
PutfELL ,^^ LCQA , Ga^^. ; r%

. A COO A , G A • , ■ _

DONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 

AW HEPSIE A® HUBERT

CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT ELpYCE BRYSON, SISTER
, ER A NHL IM

c.

e©4

J^ETYPE BEING FURNISHED, El PASO FOR INFORMATION-SINCE 

PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS f^
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.^Xev. 12-IL 7

TO: SAC: ATLANTA

□□
□□

□□
□□

□□
□□

□□
□□

□O
D

D Albany Houston । Oklahoma City
Albuquerque | Indianapolis | Omaha
Alexandria | Jackson Philadelphia
Anchorage :: | Jacksonville | Phoenix
Atlanta r" | Kansas City Pittsburgh
Baltimore r.| Knoxville I Portland
Birmingham I . Las Vegas | | Richmond
Boston i Little Rock | Sacramento
Buffalo | Los Angeles 1 1 St. Louis
Butte | Louisville | Salt Lake City
Charlotte Memphis San Antonio
Chicago Miami | San Diego
Cincinnati | Milwaukee i | San Francisco
Cleveland | Minneapolis 1 l San Juan
Columbia O Mobile | i Savannah
Dallas N ewark j Seattle
Denver N ew Haven | Springfield
Detroit New Orleans | Tampa
El Paso । New York City Washington Field
Honolulu | Norfolk i Quantico

TO LEGAT:
| | Beirut
I | Bern

□ Bonn
□ Brasilia
I I Buenos Aires 
I I Caracas 
□ Hong Kong
□ London

I | Madrid
I I Manila
I I Mexico City 
O Ottawa 
□ Paris 
I I Rome 
I I Singapore
□ Tel Aviv 
□ Tokyo

RE: MURKIN
Dote 1-9-76__________

Retention
For information i~| optional | |

For appropriat* 
action

>al t>H—

^.INDEXED
ICED <.....FILED r

The enclosed is for your information. If used in 
sources, | | paraphrase contents.

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA - 
dated .

Remark s:

Re ur Telecopier Transmission dated 
1-8-76 and Bureau Telecopier Transmission 
dated 1-9-76.

Three photocopies of drawing are 
enclosed.

Ehc. (3) 
Bufii^-38861 
urtn^-2386
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Transmit the following

TELETYPE

DIRECTOR (44-38861)

4-23861/ (P)FROM ATLANT.

MURKIN

ATTEMPTS TO RECONTACT LEON POWELL REGARDING IDENTIFICATION

OF ARTIST'S CONCEPTION ON TODAY’S DATE NEGATIVE

INTERVIEW WITH RAY GODFREY ARRANGED WITH GODFREY’S EMPLOYER

FOR MORNING OF

ATLANTA

ARTIST’S CONCEPTION TO LEON POWELL

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

URGENT 
(Precedence)

JANUARY 13, 1976

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

BUREAU TEL JANUARY 9, 1976

WILL INTERVIEW RAY GODFREY. LOCATE AND SHOW

END.
Atlanta

JMW :far

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

1/12/76



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

■£: On April Ci! lather . Ring, was * in

and was convicted. ^ .j^ftu'W^rS ~ ^. . '^ 
■ Then, from hi* prison pellt Ray stated that he J 
alone, but hgdbeen part of a conspiracy with whi

in the service of the FBI? r^>v
ib ;</

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

"The Militant"

11/28/75

Page 10

every tarn by government: agents. <

Ring, And on OtheT Black leaders such as Malcolm X < 
I Hampton. Ilie rest remain locked in files in

Tin. J 'JiYLlJf Jxt_x ' xU?-Lilt '

I contain accounts of crimes far more sinister than what has ....
I already been forced into the open?- ' < ■■■-."' '"

The Political Rights Defense Fund, which is coordinating the > 
suit filed by the Sodalist Workers par 

* ’” '" '' against tire FBI, has al& ’
‘the Yeung Socialist

leffihg '' ■ 
ivities a 

SI groups.

. will lie brought to light a : >.:;;<.^ ’ *i
i t Tlie PRDF suit and similar lawsuits by other victims of the ;

- I FBI’s illegal operations deserve the full support of «H those who 
♦ want to lay bare the truth about the crimes of the FBI_and other 

secret police agencies. ; ■ - > ’ . ____
3 . - ' ' • —---------- a-asawr*-

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

^J Being Investigated
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W13 AT PLAIN : -

11:45 PM URGENT 1-13-76 HLF

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) ' • ; ' •

MEMPHIS ' . ' .

EL PASO (44-920) . x^'^

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN. / . / ' - ■ .

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 12, 19?6.

ARNOLD RaY GODFREY, AKA RaY GODFREY, INTERVIEWED AND DENIED 

ALL KNOWLEDGE OF ANY ASSASSINATION PLOT REGARDING MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH NAMES CLAUDE AND LEON POwELL, 

BUT AFTER OBSERVING THEIR PICTURES KNEW THEM TO BE FREQUENT 

VISITORS TO PETE’S PLACE. GODFREY ADVISED HE WAS EMPLOYED AS 

a bartender at pete’s place. he did not talk with either of the 

POWELLS REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN. LuTHER KING, JR., 

NOR DTD HE'INTRODUCE ANYONE TO THEM REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION 

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT WELL-DRESSED 

INDIVIDUALS FREQUENTING PETE’S PLaCE, GODFREY VOLUNTEERED THAT 

A WHITE MALE IN HIS FORTIES, APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET ELEVEN 

INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY POUNDS 

WITH DARK WAVY HAIR, FURTHER DESCRIBED as WELL-GROOMED and wELL- 

SPOKEN, A SWARTHY COMPLEXION, POSSIBLY OF CuBaN DESCENT DID 

E*’D PAGE ONE.
• our-WK

•OWED
^/^a^Ji



* S ^"

PAGE TWO (44-2386)

FREQUENTLY COME INTO PETE’S PLaCE. HE IS UNABLE TO RECALL THIS

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME , HOWEVER, ANOTHER FORMER BARTENDER BY THE

NAME OF DIANE (LNU> , WHO NOy HAS A BaR NAMED, "THE OFFICE", 

LOCATED ON FLAT SHOALS ROaD IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, MIGHT POSSIBLY

REMEMBER THIS INDIVIDUAL. GODFREY STATED THE ONLY OTHER IN-

dividual WHO

GODFREY

MIGHT REMEMBER THIS WELL-DRESSED MaN IS PETE DAVIS 

AGREED TO POLYGRAPH VERY READILY.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. wILL'LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DIANE

(L”U)

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAyDE, SHOULD BE-CONSIDERED 

potentially dangerous. '

END.

PLS HOLD

SB

7 ( ^



(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT _______
(Precedence)

^^

(44-920) ^•^^ll^

f44-2386y (P)

TELETYPE

Transmit the following in

DIRECTOR (114-38861)TO:
^^

MEMPHIS

EL PASO

FROM: ATLANTA

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA

NE. Sf#]®

Special

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

END PAGE I

^TW :f ar

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 12, 1976

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, AKA RAY GODFREY, INTERVIEWED AND DENIED

ALL KNOWLEDGE OF ANY ASSASSINATION PLOT REGARDING MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR., WAS NOT FAMILIAR. WITH NAMES CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL

BUT AFTER OBSERVING THEIR PICTURES KNEW THEM TO BE FREQUENT

VISITORS TO PETE’S PLACE. GODFREY ADVISED HE WAS EMPLOYED AS

A BARTENDER AT PETE’S PLACE. HE DID NOT TALK WITH EITHER OF THE

POWELLS REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

NOR DID HE INTRODUCE ANYONE TO THEM REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION

WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT WELL-DRESSED

INDIVIDUALS FREQUENTING PETE’S PLACE, GODFREY VOLUNTEERED THAT

A WHITE MALE IN HIS FORTIES, APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET ELEVEN

INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY POUNDS

WITH DARK WAVY HAIR, FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WELL-GROOMED AND WELL

SPOKEN, A SWARTHY COM^Jj^Oji, POSSIBLY OF CUBAN DESCENT DID



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) - \ ।

FBI I

Dato: l

Transmit Ihc following in ——————————————- -------——i 
(Type in plaintext or codtl-,

Via__________________________________      1
( (Precedence) I

‘ PAGE TWO (114-2386)

FREQUENTLY COME INTO PETE’S PLACE. HE IS UNABLE TO RECALL THIS 

INDIVIDUAL’S NAME, HOWEVER, ANOTHER FORMER BARTENDER BY THE 

, NAME OF DIANE (LNU) , WHO NOW HAS A BAR NAMED, ’’THE OFFICE",

LOCATED ON FLAT SHOALS ROAD IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, MIGHT POSSIBLY 

REMEMBER THIS INDIVIDUAL. GODFREY STATED THE ONLY OTHER IN-

■ D^M?^^ DAVIS-
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DIANE

(LNU). .

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.

END. .

Approved:------------------'__________________________________ Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge



®il7 Ct CODE A ii,
9140PM MITEL JANUARY 14, 1S76 JDC \

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI UA-ooSCl)’\

ATLANTA C44-L3G6J X V

EL PASO \ X
MEMPHIS ; \ , \

FROM: CHARLOTTE (44-1365) '

MUR KIM. • V’

RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE TO THE buijiHU‘ABATED JANUARY 8, 1376*

ELuYCE POWELL BRYSON, RUuTE XJviuL^ (F:JVt, BOX 180, 

HRaNKLIN, N. C., INTERVIEWED OK JANuaRY) 14, 1576, AND ADVISED 

AS FOLLOWS: • '

LEON AID CLAUDE POWELL ARE iKYSONf^'dRUTHERS AMD ALTHOUGH 

THEY ARE BOTH MORaLLY GOOD JuN ij^Y ^hCK KaV- A DRINKING 

FROLL^d* NEITHER LEON MOR uLAbbu a.h5 ?s.V»iR\ SEEN ASSOCIATED WITH 

T HL Ku KLU X aLAM OR AkY BLACK Kniu 0;tG|AoIEAi IONS • LIKEWISE, 

HE II HER MAS EVER SPOKEN aGaINST JaKIIiI; LUTHER KI MB*

BRYSON’S BROTHERS KAUL NcXR niLiH^d) TO HER THE ALLEGED

OFFER 10 KILL KI»iG AND BRYSON ulIT*. FRANKLY DOES NOT BELIEVE

THE EVENT EVER OCCURRED. ALSU, UjyHER\ POSSESSES THE CAPABILITY 

TO KILL KI EG. V

LEON POWELL WAS A KOREAN WAR VETERAN AND WHENEVER HE .

' SEARCHES___________ INDEXED
T . SERIALIZED__________EILED___________

JAN U 1976



PAGE TWO CE 44-13 65

DRINKS IO EXCESS KE BECOMES DEPRESSED AW OFTEN CALLS MEMBERS 

OF HIS FAMILY IN THE MIDDLE OF I HE NIGHT FOR CONSOLATION* 

LEON OFTEN SI AXES HE WISHES HE N ERL DEAD LIKE THE REST OF 

THE BOYS IN HIS UNIT WHO WLh^ KILLED $N LOR LA. BRYSON BELIEVE 

LEON’S EXPERIENCES IN KOREA HAVE auvuRs-LY AFFECTED HIS HIND. 

LAST CALL WAS HADE BY LEON To t>R TSO N SiVutAL MONTHS AGO.

L i 0 iv L AS 1 Sc»c> N B Y DK Yw 0 i» 0 Ur. I NG vHR I Bl MAS , ID 75, A ND ALL 

APPEAREL WELL •

SR YSO ft Hi 0 V IDES 1 HE ROLL OU I *6 E16 1 CF HER SH DI HER S £
wE ^3EEE FO^&EE f BEEv*0&i g iv# Gm

CE ridDE rOWsLL * JR •, Li'lRuiD ii. UiLK’^ p DEKhTUk, GA.

bLWARC i 0WELL , oHALLOWFORD , ^?i.rAzBi.Lu , SA.

HUBERT POWELL, ROUTE I HR ex, IhpOA^ Ga.

LEON POWELL. :

ATLANTA, HANDLE INTERVIEWS Or EaJ|LY.

ILLEIYPE FURNISHED EL PASO AND iMEMPHIS PER REOU LSI.

E ND .

FBI Al OLE CEB



MEMPHIS

S'-

AND ADVISEDFRANKL IK

AS. POL LOWS:

AM) ALTHOUGH

PROBLEW

THE KU KLU.X KLAN OR ANY BLACK

NEITTW HAS EVER SPOKEN

ITHER POSSESSES "THE CAPABILITY

TO KILL KING

LEON POWELL WAS A KOREAN WAR VulERAN AND WHENEVER HE

JAN 14 1976

M^

HAVE NEVER .IE NT IO NED TO HER THE ALLEGED

CHARLOTTE (44-1365)

AGAINST .WARI IN LUTHER klNG

LEON ASP CLAUDE POWELL ARE BRYSON'o BROTHERS

INTERVIEWED ON JANUARY 14, 1976

BRYSONS BROTHERS

SEARCHED, 
[SERIALIZER

ORGANISATIONS. LIKEWISE

DIRECTOR, EBI (44-36861).

FLOYCE POWELL BRYSON, ROUTE NUMBER EiyE, BOX

#THEY ARE BOTH MORALLY GOOD nEN inti EACH HAVE A DRINKING

OFFER TO' KILL KING AND pRYSON Qu II i FRANKL Y DOES, NOT BELIEVE

THE EVENT EVER OCCURRED. ALSO

CHARLOTTE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DATED JANUARY 8> 1976

IT KER LEON NOR 'CLAUDE HAS EVER BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH

NI/IL JANUARY 14/ 1976 JDC

F$GM:

Pl URG I N '

Al LA NT A' (44-23.66)



AMILY IN THE MIDDLE 0 NIGHT; FOR CONSOLATION

BY' LEON TO BRYSON '.SEVERAL MONTHS AGO

APPEARED WELL

iLAUDE POWELL

LEON POWELL

Er©

lOH OFTEN.STATES HE WISHES -HE WERE: DEAD LIKE THE REST OF

LEON LAST SEEN

TELETYPE FURNISHED EL PaSU AND MEMPHIS PER REQUEST

HUBERT POWELL, ROUTE THRLt, TACOA

BY BRYSONxDURHG CHRISTHAS, 19 75, AND

BRYSON PROVIDED THE' FOLLOWING LIST OF HER BROTHERS

CHAMBE LANu, DEKATUR

ATL a NT a , iIA NDLE I NT ER VIEW 3, u F Fam IL Y

FBI AI CLR CEE

JEON’S EXPERIENCES 

.LAST CALL WaS. HADE

WwARD POWELL , -SHALLOwFORD , CHa^L

THE BOYS IN HIS UNIT WHO WERE KILLED IN KOREA. BRYSON BELIEVES

WE ND ELL ROW EL L , BEL HQ N f

IN KOREA RAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED HI'S MIND

Bww
TO’EXCESS ^ AND OFTEN CALLS MEMBERS



CP)

MUREIN

RE 1976

ON

END PAGE ONE

APPROXIMATELY

DROVE A LARGE

'FROM*

6’ , 180 LBS., DARK HAIR, 

dark car with a Gwinnett

AT TEL TO BU, JAN. 13

TO:

«tt«R®—Z.

■ «FK».-- - - - - - -  

Hl®_—-

at plain— >
am NXuRGENT 4-15-7$ HLF

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, MEMPHIS ,

SAC, EL PASO

SAC, ATLANTA C44-2638)

INSTANT date, DIANE BRADY, WHITE FEMALE, DOB

POB ATLANTA, Ga., CURRENT OWNER OF THE OFFICE LOUNGE

x INTERVIEWED AND ADVISED SHE IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT IN 1967 

SHE WAS EMPLOYED AS A CARHOP AND BARTENDER aT PETE’S PLACE 

O’ MORELAND AVE. SHE IS FAMILIAR WITH RAY GODFREY AND-AFTER 

VIEWING PHOTO OF CLaUDE AND LEONPOwELL, wA.S FAMILIAR WITH 

;. BOTH OF THEM. SHE STATED SHE NEVER HEARD ANYONE TALKING

ABOUT ANY MURDER OF ANY TYPE AT PETE’S PLACE. SHE WAS UNABLE 

TO IDENTIFY ANYONE RESEMBLING ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF RALPH 

(LNU). SHE CAN ONLY DESCRIBE ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO CAME INTO 

PETE’S PLACE WHO WAS WELL-DRESSED AND WALKED WITH A LIMP.

SHE KNEW THE INDIVIDUAL AS "DUKE”.' "DUKE’’ WAS A WHITE MALE,

walked with a limp, 

COUNTY TAG. "DUKE"

12*15



FIND HIM ON HER OwN

for Barbara’s

ASSIST IN THE

END

SIPEXGUHaFBHDA

M*’SMHBBBZEHMIYHQ

HXG

fbi el Paso

HOLD

conception in

PETE'S PLACE.

ALWAYS seemed to have

CANNOT LOCATE^ DUKE AT

44-2638

.-7 <'.

MONEY, IN FACT, GAVE HER $50 TIP. SHE

THIS TIME, IN FACT, HAS BEEN TRYING TO

DUKE VERY RARELY WENT INTO BAR, ALwAYS

GOT HIS BEVERAGES THROUGH' THE CARHOPS. DIaNE ADVISED ANOTHER

CARHOP NAMED DOTTIE (LNU) , WHO SHE THINKS IS CURRENTLY WORKING

LOUNGE ON MORELAND AVE., MIGHT BE ABLE TO

IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL Iw THE ^^.g

VIEw OF FACT SHE WAS A LONG-TIME .EMPLOYEE OF

LEON POWELL REINTERVIEWED AND SHOWN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION

TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, WITH SOME MINOR COSMETIC 

CHANGES, CONCEPTION RESEMBLES INDIVIDUAL wHO CONTACTED HIM

RE ASSASSINATION. POwELL IS CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED

HIM KNOWN AS RALPH DID NOT, REPEAT DID NOT, WaL* with limp.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DOTTIE (LNU)

AMD SHOW ARTIST’S CONCEPTION

you are garbling pls ack again

PAG.E TWO



FOB ATLANTA GA.

SHE WAS EMPLOYED

ON MORELAND AVE.

VIEWING PHOTO OF

SAC, ATLANTA (^-2638) (P)

DM*:
PLAIN

Transmit the following in

URGENT

TO ;

FROM:

MURKIN.

RE

APPROXIMATELY

DROVE A LARGE

END PAGE ONE

Approved: Sent

_ TELETYPE 
Via

or com)

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, MEMPHIS 0:01
SAC, EL PASO WWW*

AT TEL TO BU, JAN. 13, 1976.

INSTANT DATE, DIAN£ BRADY, WHITE FEMALE, DOBON

CURRENT OWNER OF THE OFFICE LOUNGE

INTERVIEWED AND ADVISED SHE IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT IN -196?

AS A CARHOP AND BARTENDER AT PETE’S PLACE

SHE IS FAMILIAR WITH RAY GODFREY AND AFTER

CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL, WAS FAMILIAR WITH

BOTH OF THEM. SHE STATED SHE NEVER HEARD ANYONE TALKING

ABOUT ANY MURDER OF ANY TYPE AT PETE’S PLACE. SHE WAS UNABLE

to Identify anyone resembling artist’s conception of ralph

(LNU). SHE CAN ONLY DESCRIBE^ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO CAME INTO

PETE’S PLACE WHO WAS WELL-DRESSED. AND WALKED WITH A LIMP

SHE KNEW THE INDIVIDUAL AS ’’DUKE”. ’’DUKE” WAS A WHITE MALE

6’, 180 LBS., DARK HAIR, WALKED WITH A LIMP,

DARK^ITWTT 
SU^O*^ 

$^!S) 

~/------ SS^T

Agent irrCharne

'H A GWINNETT COUNTY TAG. ’’DUKE"



(Precedence)

PAGE TWO, AT 44-2638

ALWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE MONEY, IN FACT, GAVE HER $50 TIP. SHE 

CANNOT LOCATE DUKE AT THIS TIME, IN FACT, HAS BEEN TRYING TO 

FIND HIM ON HER OWN. DUKE VERY RARELY WENT INTO BAR, ALWAYS 

GOT HIS BEVERAGES THROUGH THE CARHOPS. .DIANE ADVISED ANOTHER 

CARHOP NAMED DOTTIE (LNU), WHO SHE THINKS IS CURRENTLY WORKING 

FOR BARBARA’S LOUNGE ON MORELAND AVE-, MIGHT BE ABLE TO 

ASSIST IN THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE ARTIST'S 

CONCEPTION IN VIEW OF FACT SHE WAS A LONG-TIME EMPLOYEE OF i 

PETE'S PLACE. . .. •’ / \ ‘ J

LEON POWELL REINTERVIEWED AND SHOWN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION.

TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, WITH SOME MINOR COSMETIC 

CHANGES, CONCEPTION RESEMBLES INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED HIM 

RE ASSASSINATION. POWELL IS CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED 

HIM KNOWN AS RALPH DID NOT, REPEAT DID NOT, WALK WITH LIMP.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DOTTIE (LNU)

AND SHOW ARTIST'S CONCEPTION. 

END.

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge



8:55 PM NT 1-15-76 HLF

IRECTOR (44-38861)

MEMPHIS

EL PASO (44-923)

FROM ATLANTA

MUR KI

ATLANTA

INSTaNT ER OF MC KI NWS

OWNED THE PIGLET RESTAURANT LOCATED AT

URRENTLY OUT OF TOw*GEORGIA

1976

A*’D RAY

STILL AROUND AND FREoUENT

E"D PAGE ONE

SHE CAN REMEMBER, THE ONLY INDIVIDUALS STILL LIVING THAT WERE

HILL AND MORELAND, ATLANTA

DIANE BRADY RECONTACTED, ADVISED aLL OTHER EMPLOYEES OF

EMPLOYEE NAMED "DOTTIE

DOTTIE” HAO THE DAY OFF AND

RESTAURANT, MORELaND AVENUE, ADVISED SHE DOES HAVE EMPLOYED AN

DOTTIE" DID WORK FOR HER mHEN SHE

TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 15, 1976

DATE, ED^'A MC KINNON

SHE WILL BE'BACK AND REPORT FOR WORK AT 2:03 PM, FRIDAY, JANUARY

HER BAR, "THE OFFIC

PETE’S PLAC^ HAVE DIED SINCE PETE’S PLACE WAS CLOSED. AS FaR aS

GODFREY. A LOT OF THE CUSTOMERS ARE

CONNECTED WITH PETE’S PLaCE ARE HERSELF, "DOTH

«MO»_ 

sfwa® 

r^^D _

NR012 AT PLAIN



PAGE TWO (44-2386)

ATLANTA AT ATLANTa. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW "DOTTIE" 

AT^C KINNON’S RESTAURANT. . .

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE^SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. , '

END. ' 

PLS HOLD



Date

Transmit the following

TELETYPE

MEMPHIS

EL PASO

44-238FROM ATLANTA

MURKIN

ATLANTA

WORK FOR HER WHEN SHE

OWNED THE PIGLET RESTAURANT LOCATED AT

GEORGIA IS CURRENTLY OUT OF TOWN

1976

GODFREY

HER BAR THE OFFICE

PAGE ONE OUT-GOKG

SUaOtt

«SM!?»

Approvi

i^sii

Atlanta 
far____

DIANE BRADY RECONTACTED, ADVISED ALL OTHER EMPLOYEES OF

DOTTIE" HAD THE DAY OFF AND

HILL AND MORELAND, ATLANTA

A LOT OF THE CUSTOMERS ARE STILL AROUND AND FREQUENT

SHE CAN REMEMBER, THE ONLY INDIVIDUALS STILL LIVING THAT WERE

EMPLOYEE NAMED "DOTTIE DOTTIE" DID

TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 15, 1976

DIRECTOR (44-38861) i^J

!ANT-DATS, EDNA MC KINNON, OWNER OF MC KINNON’S

SHE WILL BE BACK AND REPORT FOR WORK AT 2:00 PM, FRIDAY, JANUARY

RESTAURANT, MORELAND AVENUE, ADVISED SHE DOES HAVE EMPLOYED AN

CONNECTED WITH PETE’S PLACE ARE HERSELF, "DOTTIE", AND RAY

PETE’S PLACE HAVE DIED SINCE PETE’S PlSACE WAS CLOSED. AS FAR

URGENT 
(Precedence)

targe

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

am
Special Agent in C

1/15/76



Triwamit the following in

Vin

SentApproved;
Special Agent in Charge

PAGE TWO (44-2386)

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW "DOTTIE” 

AT MU KINNON’S RESTAURANT.

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.

END.

(Type in pluinlcxl or code)

(Precedence)

Dale



SAN ANTONIO

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861)

MURKIN

REBUTELCALLS JANUARY L4, L97 6

DE PAR I ME NT OF

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY*

“necessary waivers

URGENT 1-15-76 JAC

EL FASO <44-920)

ATLANTA <44-2386)

PLAIN

^■^^

v Wi i w

-^gi-ATUANTA

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION CORD), U. S.

JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE

AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR*, AND

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B* REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED

POLYGRAPH EXAMINER, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO 

LEON OWEN POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. OBTAIN

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE

POWELL, JR. SA LOREN K. LEE, SUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH

EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD

THIS POLYGRAPH EXAM LN AT ION* EL PASO CONTACT CLAUDE

Miff HmH 01-16-76 LRF



nt AS TO AVAILABILITY AND CONTACT SAB ANTONIO DIVISION

DIRECT RE ARRANGING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THIS POLYGRAPH

SUMMARY RESULTSHANDLE PROMPTLY AND SUTEL

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

END

EXAMINATION. OBTAIN NECESSARY WAIVERS

Of

it W



&

'W

K ’wu 
‘CV "3 

Mf L 4^ r ( '- £ >^^ ’u AW

MJ^

4« t^Sg^ blM« JAC . 

Bn^IUtA :c.44^385> ’
'-j.. .k’PAS^ ’

.^.M 4KMW . - ’ ’

■^a»H8EW«'. (44-S8861P

V *4>

w' 4 -^

V *

1 . 
Ai £5

wi-#^it#U <JA^Y LV W£s 

^;WW&’5^^ SION aw,-u
s-telCE,. HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EWWTION# BE

<5 /Mi wj»'V'’i4a'1 J^-'^V

'4

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS, ELrW-APPROVE 

POLYGRAPH EXAMI,SLR, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS JO ,- 

"LEON OTO POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY* 6BTAUT ^

•7 -

'V;

f

’ NECESSARY WAIVERS

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE'.; 

FOWL'LL, JR, SA LOREN K. LEE, LURUU-APPROTO POLYGRAPH' Z 

EWii®, SAN ADONIC DIVISION IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD’ 

THIS POLYTOrK EXAMINATION,, EL K.S0 CONTACT CLAUDE

U

< ’1 >,4-

*>4 ,

> V v

"•i^v



:1
‘4

W; R

‘ PAGE TWO

•mi, jrm as to availability a*© c^^tact so antokio division

DIRECT . . aR>:AXIWG IHE Ib-JE AUD PLACE FOR THIS POLW A PH .

EXAiH^HO^ OBUHHaai^Vu'JVEiS, , .

’ ” HANDLE ROSILY /i.j SUTEL ^.vJARY USULTS*

U.rY BAILED ®"l?nU.

J’

hs
V

9?

$

J-

4

jf.J K

/y

^N . /Cd f* »>o -f ■ 5-

X

I

I



NR006 WA PLAIN

SENT 1:50AM 01-16-76 LRF _

PM URGENT 1-15-7 6. JAC J

TO ATLANTA (44-2386)

EL PASO (44-920)

SAN ANTONIO

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861) .

MURKIN ,

REBUTELCALLS JANUARY L4 , L976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE 

AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND > ]

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY.

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED j

POLYGRAPH EXAMINER, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO 'J

LEON OWEN POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. OBTAIN 3

NECESSARY WAIVERS. 
H

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE 

POWELL, JR. SA LOREN K. LEE, BUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD ]

THIS POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. EL PASO CONTACT CLAUDE



/TAGE TWO

POWELL, JR., AS TO AVAILABILITY AND CONTACT SAN ANTONIO DIVISION 

DIRECT RE ARRANGING THE TIME AW PLACE FOR THIS POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINATION. OBTAIN NECESSARY WAIVERS.

HANDLE PROMPTLY Ato SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.

COPY MAILED . MEMPHIS.

EW



IRECTOR (44-38861)

ATLANTA (44-2386)

EL PASO (44-920)

MURKIM

0 'FURTHER ACTION BEING- TAKEN AT MEMPHIS

IS THAT ALL????

FRaID SO

THaNKS

-WALKED FILED.

ATLANTA

10:45 PM MITEL Ja/'UaRY 16, 1976 JMB

ICES GF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE CONTAIN NOTHING wHICH

WOULD LINK CLAUDE POWELL, LEON POWELL, RAY GODFREY, OR ANY

OF THE POwELL RELATIVES TO THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION

FBI aT ACK FOR n;NE MOPE

HLF CLR

FROM: MEMPHIS (44- 1937) (P)

"R012 ME PLAIM



10:45 PM NITEL JANUARY 16 1976 JM3

MURKIN

IBICES OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE CONTAIN NOTHING yHICH

OF THE POWELL RELATIVES TO THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION

taken at MemphisO FURTHER ACTION BEING

IS THAT ALL????

FRftlD SO

thanks,

FBI AT aCK FOR ONE MORE

DIRECTOR (44-38861)

WOULD LINK CLAUDE POWELL, LEON POWELL, RAY GODFREY, OR ANY

ATLANTA (44-2366)

EL PASO (44-920)

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

NR 012 NE PLAIN



1/16/76

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
AND SAC, SAN ANTONIO

FROM: SAC, EL PASO (44-920)(P)

MURKIN.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO EL PASO, JANUARY 16, 1976, AND 

MIDLAND RESIDENT AGENCY TELEPHONE CALL TO SAN ANTONIO, 

JANUARY 16, 1976.

POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE POWELL, JR., 

COORDINATED WITH SA LOREN K. LEE, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, 

FOR JANUARY 19, 1976, 8:00 P. M., MIDLAND, TEXAS. NECESSARY x 

WAIVER POR POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OBTAINED FROM POWELL.

EL PASO WILL 8UTEL RESULTS OF THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION.

ATLANTA (44-2386) AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END.

®- Atlanta (44-2386) (AM)
1 - Memphis (AM)
1 - El Paso

FWNimyg
(3)

77' / 3^^^



RE ATLANTA,TELETYPE TO THE

0"-*

WHOM EVEN.

THE L^THIS FATHER FOR

HAVE

CONSIDERED' POWELL BROTHERS

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS

MAMED "DOTTIE'

LEON AND CLAUDE,-SHOULD DE

BUREAU, JANUARY 15, 1976

A. RAY GODFREY

SMC FBT EP

PLS HOLD FOR ONE

PI URGENT 1-16-76 HLF

TO: ($843:594, (44-38861)

MEMPHIS

EL PASO (44-920)

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

vMURKI

-SAXE, DOTTIE UNDERHILL, WAITRESS AT MC KIRON'S

RESTAURANT., MORELAND AVENUE, ADVISED SHE HAS NEVER WORKED AT ANY

OTHER ESTABLISHMENT 0« MORELAND AVENUE. SHE HAS NEVER BEEN

EMPLOYED AT ANY LOUNGE CALLED "PETE’S PLACE", NOR IS SHF FAMILIAR

WITH THE "AME PETE DAVIS. DAVID MC KINNON, SON OF OyNER^ ADVISED

HIS FATHER HAS EMPLOYED NUMEROUS WAITRESSES, SOME OF

SUPPLY PHONY NAMES. HE HAS WORKED FO

EIGHTEEM YEARS. HE CANNOT RECALL ANY OTHER WAITRESS

OTHER THAN THE 0"T WHO IS EMPLOYED NOW

ATLANTA. WILL, ASAP, MAwE ARRANGEMENTS TO

AND LEO” POWELL AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION

8:40



TELETYPE
(JVeredenee>

EL PASO

SEMOi»_ 

$HW.M>
Atlanta 
far__ -'

—T» < ■"

(44-920) W^ 

^44-2386^ (P)
FROM: ATLANTA

IMo: 1/16/76
PLAINTEXT^

VTy/v in iduiufrirf or code)

Uj

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 15, 1976.
ON INSTANT DATE, DOTTI^^DERHILL, WAITRESS AT MC KINNON’S 

RESTAURANT, MORELAND AVENUE, ADVISED SHE HAS NEVER WORKED AT ANY 

OTHER ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE. SHE HAS NEVER BEEN 

EMPLOYED AT ANY LOUNGE CALLED "PETE’S PLACE", NOR IS SHE FAMILIAR 

WITH THE NAME PETE DAVIS. DAVID MC KINNON, SON OF OWNER> ADVISED ; 

KIS FATHER HAS EMPLOYED NUMEROUS WAITRESSES, SOME OF WHOM. EVEN 

SUPPLY PHONY NAMES'. HE HAS WORKED FOR HIS FATHER FOR THE'.LAST 

EIGHTEEN YEARS. HE CANNOT RECALL ANY OTHER WAITRESS NAMED "DOTTYR” 

OTHER THAN THE ONE WHO IS EMPLOYED NOW.

ATLANTA. WILL, ASAP, MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE A. RAY GODFREY

AND LEON POWELL AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION.

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON ANb CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

POTENTIALLY DANGEROU^.g^

nwiiiK in



NR010 AT PLAIN

2:44 PM NULL 1-19-76 LMM 
X

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, MEMPHIS

SAC, EL PASO (44-920) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MUR KI N

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAU DATED JANUARY 16, 1976.

ON JANUARY 16, 1976, A. RAY GODFREY WAS CONTACTED CONCERNING 

HIS WILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AT THE ATLANTA 

OFFICE OF THE FBI AT WHICH TIME GODFREY STATED’"! AM INNOCENT" 

AND HE THEN ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT WISH TO TAKE ANY POLYGRAPH 

EXAMINE AND HE STATED HE DID NUT USH TO TALK TO THE FBI ANY 

FURTHER AND IF THE FBI NEEDS ANY FURTHER INFORMATION THEY 

SHOULD CONTACT HIS ATTORNEY, JACK V. DORSEY, AT TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 633-9 607 OR 934-8921.

SE«CHB>__/

SfMMI® 
MMX®

ON THE SAME DATE, LEON OWEN POWELL ADVISED THAT HE IS

WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AND STATED THAT HE WOULD

BE AT THE

7:00 P.M

UACB

ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI SOMETIME BETWEEN 3:00 AND

ON JANUARY 19 , 1976, FOR THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINE

ATLANTA DIVISION WILL NOT CONTACT ARNOLD RAY GODFREY

ANY FURTHER OR HIS ATTORNEY, JACK V. DORSEY

END OF PAGE NUMBER ONE SSt?®^

Firm



PAGE NUMBER TWO ’

AT 44-2386

POWELL BROTHERS LEON AND CLAUDE" SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. ’ ’

END •

CMB FBIHQ CLR TU



PLAINTransmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

NITEL
Via

(Precedence)

SAC MEMPHIS

(44-920)SAC EL PASO

(44-2386)FROM ATLANTASAC

MURKIN

RAY GODFREY WAS CONTACTED CONCERNING

HIS WILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AT THE ATLANTA

INNOCENT

AND HE THEN ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT WISH TO TAKE ANY POLYGRAPH

EXAMINE AND STATED HE DID NOT WISH TO TALK TO THE FBI ANY

FURTHER AND THE FBI NEEDS ANY FURTHER INFORMATION THEY

SHOULD CONTACT HIS ATTORNEY

NUMBERS 633-9607 OR 934-8921

WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AND STATED THAT HE WOULD

BE AT THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI SOMETIME BETWEEN 3:00 AND

7:00 P.M

UACB

■hargt

ON THE SAME DATE, LEON OWEN POWELL ADVISED THAT HE IS

ON JANUARY 16, 1976

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAU DATED JANUARY 16, 1976

ON JANUARY 19, 1976, FOR THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINE

ATLANTA DIVISION WILL NOT CONTACT ARNOLD RAY GODFREY 
C?J- W.’W

OFFICE OF THE FBI AT WHICH TIME GODFREY STATED "I AM

JACK V. DORSEY, AT TELEPHONE

ANY FURTHER OR HIS ATTORNEY, JACK V. DORSEY 
STAKED ____

END OF PAGE NUMBE^^

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

" Atlant a 
AWB/abh 

Approved) 1SX>^
Sped:

Date



«W”

FD-36

Transmit the following in

Via

PAGE NUMBER TWO

F B I

Date:

(type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

AT 44-2386

POWELL BROTHERS LEON AND CLAUDE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
■
4

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
■4

END

!

J

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

'<•



FOLLOWING THE

JAN 2 Q '‘976

POWELL’S "NO

NR007 SA PLAIN

9:37PM LPP

DIRECTOR (44-38861)TO

ATLANTA (44-2386)

MEMPHISEL PASO (44-920)

FROM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (RUC)

MURKIN

OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., WITH USE OF POLYGRAPH

LEE (SaN ANTONIO) WHO WAS UNASSISTED IN COLLATERAL INTERVIEW.

LESS THAN RESPONSES TO CONTROL QUESTION,’ INDICATING POWELL IS

BROTHER $50,000 TO KILL MARTIN LuTHER KING, JR

WHO ASkED YOU AND LEON TO

HIS REACTIONS

ANSWER INDICATE POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE

MENTIONED IN ABOVE QUESTIONS

^M

ON JANUARY 19, t9?6, AT 8:15 P.M., CLAUDE POWELL, JR

YOU AND LEON $50,000 TO KILL MARTIN LuTHER KING, JR.?" AND 

"DID SOMEONE aSK YOU TO KILL MaRTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" WERE

KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, jR.?" AND

NITEL JANUARY 20, 1976

RESPONSE TO QUESTION, "DO YOU KNOW

SEARCHFP ^———aNtOB.
SWlAl.IZEU__ZLFII.Eb____

REBUTEL TO ATLANTA, JaNUARY 15,1976, AUTHORIZING REINTERVIEW

AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION AT MIDLAND, TEXAS, BY SA LOREN K

POWELL’S "YES" RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS, "DID SOMEONE OFFER

TRUTHTELLING IN STATING SOMEONE DID, IN FACT, OFFER HIM AND HIS

REGARDING UNIDENTIFIED PERSON



PAGE 2 SA 44- 1242

SUBJECT POWELL WAS LEFT WITH IMPRESSION THAT RESULTS J

OF POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION WERE UNCLEAR AND THAT STRONG . I

POSSIBILITY EXISTED WHEREIN FBI WOULD REQUEST ADDITIONAL J

TEST IN IMMEDIATE FUTURE. RESULTS OF TEST WERE NOT DISCUSSED 

IN ANY WAY WITH POWELL NOR WAS INTERROGATION EFFECTED. 7

BUREAU REQUESTED TO FURNISH COPY OF THIS COMMUNICATION 1

TO BUREAU FILE’ 80-5. .

END. . . . . . . . . .  •

LAP FBI ATLANTA '

TKS/CLR ‘ '



DIRECTOR (44-38861)

ATLANTA (44-2386)

EL PASO (44.920) MEMPHIS

FROM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (RUC)

MURKIN.

plain

9U7PM LPP

TIFIED PERSON

FHI-ATUANT/

NITEL JANUARY 20, 19?6

POWELL’S "NO"

AND LEON TO

FOLLOWING THE

LEE

DID SOMEONE OFFER

YOU

JAN 2 0 1976

JR.?" AND

REBUTEL TO‘ATLANTA, JaNUARY 15,1976, AUTHORIZING REINTERVIEW : ^

OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., WITH USE OF POLYGRAPH. ' P "M

earched.^.___ ^index!
SERIALIZED. ^fMDl

ON JANUARY 19, (9?6, AT 8:15 P.M., CLAUDE POw^L, JR., 

AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION at MIDLAND, TEXAS, BY SA LOREN K,

(San ANTONIO) WHO WAS UNASSISTED IN COLLATERAL INTERVIEW

POWELL’S "YES" RESPONSES ‘ TO QUESTIONS, "

AMD LEON $50,300 TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING

"DIO SOMEONE aSK YOU TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" WERE

LESS THAN RESPONSES TO CONTROL QUESTION, INDICATING POwELL IS

TRUTHTELLING IN STATING SOMEONE DID, IN FACT, OFFER HIM A ND HIS

BROTHER $50,000 TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION, "DO YOU KNOw W»O ASkED YOU 

KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, jR.?" AND HIS REACTIONS

ANSWER INDICATE POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE REGARDING nNI

MENTIONED TN ABOVE QUESTIONS.

NR007 SA



PAGE 2 SA 44*1242

and THAT strong

REQUEST ADDITIONAL

TEST IN IMMEDIATE FUTURE. RESULTS OF TEST VERE NOT DISCUSSED

END

LAP FBI ATLANTA

TKS/CLR

OF POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION WERE UNCLEAR

POSSIBILITY EXISTED WHEREIN FBI WOULD

IN ANY WAY WITH POWELL NOR WAS INTERROGATION EFFECTED.

BUREAU REQUESTED TO FURNISH COPY OF THIS COMMUNICATION 

TO BUREAU FILE 80-5.

SUBJECT POWELL WAS LEFT WITH IMPRESSION THAT RESULTS



[JR009 AT PLAIN

2:40 PM NITEM 1-20-76 LMM

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)

MEMPHIS

EL PASO (44-920)

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA MITEL IO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 19, 1976.

LEON OWEN POWELL WAS SCHEDULED iO APPEAR IN THE ATLANTA OFFICE 

OF THE FBI IO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION SOMETIME BETWEEN 3:00 PM 

AND 7:00 PM ON JANUARY 19, 1976. APPROXIMATELY 7:00 PM, POWELL 

IELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE, ADVISING Hit WAS "SICK" 

AND THAT HE DESIRED. TO POSTPONE THE .POLYGRAPH EXAM UNTIL THE WEEK 

OF JANUARY 26 THROUGH 30, 1976.

POWELL WAS TENTATIVELY ftcSCHEDULED IO TAKE THE POLYGRAPH EXAM 

ON JANUARY 26 OK JANUARY 27, 1976.

UACb, ATLANTA DIVISION WILL SUBMIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES IN 

THIS MATTER UNTIL POWELL IS POLYGRAPHED.

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.

E ND.

CMS ACK FBI®.ffl6 

s^^_„_-^^

»»««)____ _ — ^ 
ffi®__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

^V^^

C/^f- •«? V<^ - ^ 3 ^ - '



Date

LAINTEXT
Transmit the following

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

DIRECTOR (44-38861)

MEMPHIS

EL PASO

(44-2386)FROM ATLANTA

MURKIN

ATLANTA

LEON OWEN POWELL WAS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN THE ATLANTA OFFICE

OF THE FBI TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION SOMETIME BETWEEN 3:00 PM

POWELL

THE WEEKAND THAT HE DESIRED TO POSTPONE THE POLYGRAPH EXAM UNTIL

POWELL WAS TENTATIVELY RESCHEDULED TO TAKE THE POLYGRAPH EXAM

UNTIL POWELL IS POLYGRAPHEDTHIS MATTER

POWELL

POTENTIALLY

tKMX®

Approved:
•■nt in Charge

^UC«D „

•/MV AD

OF JANUARY 26 THROUGH 30, 1976

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE, ADVISING HE

ON JANUARY 26 OR JANUARY 27, 1976

WAS "SICK

UACB, ATLANTA DIVISION WILL SUBMIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES IN

NITEL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 19, 1976

BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
OUT-GO<*£

DANGEROUS;-----

AND 7:00 PM ON JANUARY 19, 1976. APPROXIMATELY 7:00 PM

END.
Atlanta

■fl»rfar

NITEL
(Precedence)

1/20/76




