














PAGE wa, AT 44-2386
FOR INFORMATION OF ST, LOUIS, ON JAN. 12, 1976, LEON POWELL
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI.AND ADVISED
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., HAD BEEN APPROACHED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL AND ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN
ASSASSINATING MARTIN LUTHER KING., THIS INDIVIDyAL THER PUT THEM
IN CbMTACT WITH A THIRD INDIVIDUAL, KNOWN ONLY TO THE POyELLS AS

RALPH (LNU), WHO OFFERED THE POyELLS APPROXIMATELY $75,008 TO
DO THIS ASSASSINATION, THE_POHELLS CLAIMED THEY REVER TOOK THE
CONTRACT AND DISMISSED THIS UNTIL THE RECENT DAN RATHER SPECIAL
ON THE ASSASSINATION OF KING THE RELATIVES OF THE POWELLS HAVE
BEEM CONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT THEY ARE NOT SURE THAT THIS
INCIDENT AS RELATED BY THE POyELL BROTHERS ACTUALLY HAPPENED

I¥ VIEW OF THE FACT THAT BOTH LEON AND CLAUDE, JR., HAVE BEEN
XNOWNDTO DRINK QUITE HEAVILY. HOWEVER, BOTH LEGN AND CLpUDE, JR.,
AFFORDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BY POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS OF THE FBI
AMD CLAUDE POWELL, JR.'S EXpAMINATION INDICATED THAT HE yAS
TELLING THE TRyTH. BUREAy HAS REQUESTED THAT THE MILITARY HISTORY
0 BOTH CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL BE RESEARCHED TO NOTE WHETHER OR
NOT THERE IS ANY INDICATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OR ANY OTHER
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE, AT 44-2386
PSYCHOLOGICAL DETAILS ON EITHER LEON OR CLAUDE POWELL,

THE FOLLOyING INFORMATION IS A BACKGROUND OF LEON OyEN
POWELL 2

W/M, DOB| |STEVENS COUNTY, GA., SERVED IN
army From 1952-55, wITH ReEcuLar Army wo. |G

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION I$ FOR CLAUDE POyELL, JR.$

W/M, DOB |STEVENS COUNTY, Ga., THERE IS NO
RECORD IN THE FILE THAT CLAUDE POWELL, JR. EVER SERVED IN ANY
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

ST. LOUIS AT ST, LOYIS, WILL AT FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER,
ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING MIL“TARY

HISTORY OF BOTH CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL, NOTING PARTICULLARLY ANY
ﬁEFEREMCES TO ANY MEDICAL PROBLEMS OR PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS
OF EITHER OR BOTH OF THEM.
. ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL ATTEMPT TO CONTACT.BILL LOWERY
AYD ASCERTAIN FROM HIM IF HE KNOWS ANY RALPH (LML),
END.
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IRITIAL COBTACL w1To Lol el POWELL

AFPROCIMATELY OME WEEK FARIUR 70 iy JeholWh SUSJECTE

PROPOSITICW I AURDER BIRS aw 2el FURTA IRA\ICUR

TeLEL ¥Pe FEDRuaRY §, 1976s kb 7AV0 GuiBL :DUSSARY
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PAGE TwO, Al 44-2386
VOWIRACT FOR vARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR ANYTHING RELATED TO THE
BJUREAL'S 1.WVESTICGATION.

L CARKROLL GODFREY SAIv inAi wWralLe INCARCERATED IWN
Reiusvilic, GA., FoMITEwiIanY, DATE UNMRECALLED, MARTIWN LUTHER
KIiGy JRe, AS AXRESTEY FOR FAriICIPALIING IW A DEMONSTRATION
AW WAS PLpaceu Iw A Cebl AavJACewt 10 GODFREY. LEE SAID HE .‘
LALALD 10 nIuG rUR TWO DAYs PalCn iC HId RelLASL.

Allwiirls 'O LOCATE CLAUD. PCwell, Jite 04 s1aRCH 2, 1976, WERE
WwGALIVe,

AlLAw1Aa AT ALAGTA.  WILL AricwiPs 10 LOCALe ARD INTERVIEW

cLalbe PUwell 4y JR. AT HIS Reslweaiuz.

£ND .

Rd i

Wi 15 WR rCR QOud
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“R915 AT PLAIN
9:35 PM WITEL 3-5-76 HLFy
T0t ° DIRECTOR, FBT (44-38861)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM:  SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURXIN,

RE AT “ITEL, MARCH 4, [976.,

REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,
AT HIS ADDRESS CANDY LANE, DECATURE, GA., ON THIS DATE
WERE NFGATIVE, MESSAGES YERE LEFT REPEATED TIMES AT
THAT RESIDEYCE, THERE HAS BEEN ND PHONE CALL RECEIVED

BY THE ATLAYTA AFFICE OF THE FBI FROM CLAUDE POWELL, JR.

ATLAYTA,., WILL MAKE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEY
CLAUDE POWELL, JR. ON MARCH &, 1976,

FND,

RJH
ACK FOR $O A TWO AND HOLD

oun-Goms

SEAROED -
R E
INBEL

FLLED -
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