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F9 3C7 ;»EV. 1 1 2 7 70)

(hit* f)t Ir O<i»C । Ip MOD
2/25/76

Attached hereto is a sketch of Pete's Place
the bar here RALPH (last name unknown) approached 
LEON POWELL and CLAUDE POWELL to assassinate MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, Jr., as described by LEON POWELL.

2/ 11/7 6___ ____ o,____ Atlanta, Georgia Fi1a # AT 44-2 3 8 6

SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy Date didaled 2/18/76

Thii docwmern contains nether recoimn endo!ion$ nor conclusions ol the FBI. II is the property of the FB> ond Is loaned to your agency; 
i' and 1’5 cement oro no: iq be d'itribu'ed owl side your ogu^cy.
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FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT!

■ ;■ iu. ik. > 11 ' ■■'■'.;]

Dole of Irooicnplion^ 3/2/76

JACKIE POWELL. 4163 Camby Lane, Decatur, Georgia, 
was contacted and supplied the following information:

The only time that she heard about the incident 
involving the offer of money to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. was when her husband mentioned it to her after 
KING had been assassinated. She was positive her husband 
had never mentioned it to hex before the assassination. 
Iler husband told her he had been offered a large sum of 
money to assassinate KT.' ’ but had refused the contract.

She advised r ' had been married to CLAUDE 
POWELL for twenty years >d knows him quite well. It is 
her opinion that the whr .; story is a fabrication made up by 
her husband and his bro; er, LEON. She considers LEON 
to be an alcoholic. Gh- wo^id not believe any of the stories 
that LEON and CLAUDE to •' her. She stated that she felt 
the Government was wast. , its time on thia allegation.

2717/ 7 6 '—Atirr -ry-AGeor-gia----------------- H;° *—AT- 44-2 3 86
SA JAMES Y. BIANKNER, Jr.

SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy 2/24/76
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

iy? .kt v II?/ 70!

?/6/76

Mrs. L. N. PLNNING'^N, Director, of Personnel, City 
of Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia, advised a review of her records for 
ARNOLD RAY GODFREY reflect that GODFREY applied for employment 
in the City in 1949. listing hi'- address as 569 Gresham Road, 
Atlan'.a. GODERFY also listed rat ne was married to a woman 
named (.('.LIE. There werc no e : ' - ia; r'os listed. GODFREY
lister the fnilov^"'' ppfr ^r--

i cnnessnn:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

Dole of tronicripHon, 3/2/76

CLINTON S TAN FOR:. , assistant to Che Comnlaaloner 
Environment and Street Service, City of Atlanta, advised 
that a review of his records shows that ARNOLD PAY 
GODFREY did not take leave luring October and November, 
1967. This would show that GODFREY was on duty every day 
during triose two months, however, for the two-week pay 
period beginning April 3, 196b, through April 17, 1968, 
GODFREY was charged with three vacation days. For the two- 
week pay period beginning 'mrll 17, 1968 through May 1, 
1968, GODFREY was charged /Lth two vacation days. The 
records do not show the ex- -.t date of these vacation days. 
The records STANFORD chewed are the combination of 
departmental records end rarely shows totals. The depart­
mental records which wool :. dhow the background are purged 
every three years thus th* records have been destroyed for 
1967 and I960.

'''—'^ ^—2718/76 Atlav . ^--^r^ia-------------- * * —*7^^238*

b,~------tnt-^fKOMJ^^r-Wti^^^ ----------------ocd^fd- -j^^---------------------------

lh«s document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion-, -i the FBI II it the properly of the FBI ond is loaned Io your agency. 
•’ and its Comeau ore not ic be distributed outside your eg..... .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE

i n in.-iki * 11.v ;<i)

Dale of honscfipllott ^-wa

;u rw 5;. NEELY, Personnel Records, Georgia National 
Guard, Atlanta, Georgia, was contacted and furnished the 
following informations

*.li of the records concerning individuals uho had 
.eon in the : ait Iona i Guard during the 1950’s have been 
reduced to microfilm. This microfilm data would only show 
backcwuad Information such as date of birth, place of birth, 
employment, enlistment date, discharge date, military 
occupations and day of tour duty. The information contained 
on the microfilm would be Wry ’sketchy and would not contain 
any medical history.

After review of tine records, 
'■me obtained frow the Hatioaal CSuKwh

the following information

—awards showed that ARNOLD KAY GODE LEY, bow on
, at Copperhill, Tennessee, enlisted on January 9, 

1951, in a medical company .stacked with the 122nd Infantry. 
This unit was then located fa Atlanta, Georgia. GODFREY was 
di^ch^r^ed or. January 8, 1954 after he completed his reserve 
obllrotxcn for three years. The reason for discharge was 
expiration of term of service, GODFREY was discharged honorably 
as a corporal, GODFREY siKVad three tours of 15 days oncamproent. 
The days of these tours of duty are July 3-28, 1951. July 2/ to 
August IQ, 1952, and July 5-19, 1953. Uis., occupation during 
service vus a Light truck Greater. The addresses GODFREY listed 
as his residence were 7 3 Clc- -.ifead Street, and 74 Atlanta Avenue.

2-2 4-7 6 " ^kiTA, Georgia F'' \TTwta~7fZF7335

sa we^Yvt-^-w^^’dd Dole dktaled

hr. *L''vmr.»i romalnj nriil ri r «-r (num end oiia n$ nor conclusions .if the FBI 

ri onrl .”. i «/f*lr uh <re not !•> ]>«• di'Ji ihwhtd oulsidu you* Qf,ri.<v.
if <s the property of Ihu I Hl uml is Ioumid Io your agency;
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AT 44-2385

Al COPPERHILL, TENNESSEE:

LOIS WALDON GODFREY and ROBERT K. GODFREY, Route 
One, Grassy Creek Road, Copperhill, Tennessee, were contacted 
on February 7, 1976, and advised most of the GODFREY family 
moved to the Atlanta, Georgia area in the late 1940s. She 
and her husband are the only members of the family currently 
residing in Tennessee.

MARY GODFREY, AKIb I RAY GODFREY'S mother, resides 
witli her daughter, SHIRLEY BUI.I TH. address unknown, however, 
BULLOCH is cmplyed directing traffic at school crossings in the 
Marietta, Georgia area. ARNOLD'S sister, Mrs. R. L. (EDNA) 
ENSLEY and Mrs. IRA (DENA) SETHI, reside on Route One, Blue 
Ridge, Georgia. A brother, JAYES T. GODFREY, also resides at 
Route One, Blue Ritje, Georgia. Another brother, LEE CARROLL 
GODFREY, has in the past bee^ 'evolved in criminal activities 
and has used the name ARNOLD RrV GODFREY in the past.

During Christmas, 1974, LEE CARROLL GODFREY was 
incarcerated at the Blue Ridge County Jail, Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
LEE CARROLL GODFREY'S whereabouts are not known, however, it is 
rumored that he is residing ■ Fili jay, Georgia.

Another brother. RAY 5. GODFREY, died in November, 
1975. Neither LOIS nor ROBET GODFREY are acquainted with a 
RALPH (LNU) and stated ARNOLD ''.AY GODFREY has not resided in 
the Copperhill, Tennessee are.- T 27 years and has no associates 
in the area.

ARNOLD RAY GCOFRT carried a girl named MILLIE 
CAMERON after moving to Atlan'- References FRANK WALTON, 
WALTER STYMUS and CLAUDE CRAL ^ wore neighbors of the GODFREY 
family in Copperhill, prior t- Te Family moving to Atlanta. 
LOIS GODFREY advised ARNOLD RAY GODFREY has not been in any 
contact with these individual-, since moving to Atlanta.
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA i1AROLD J. POL at Blue :<:i_dge, Georgia: 

On February 12, L<:"6, files of the Fannin County 
Sheriff's Department revealed LEE CARROLL GODFREY, 
also knoi;m as LEE RAY GOl>·:zEY, had been arrested on 
Decenilier 23, 1974, on th0 charge of theft by receiving 
stolen property. He vas ·:,lcased on bond on December 
2 7, 197/1, and .Cai led to ;; ·:wa-r for arraignment after 
,d1id1 a bench warrant 'di'i.': iss-. .tc d [or his arrest. 
'fhc ,.-,Jrrant i,� still out::,_anding. IIe gave his date 
o C hj r r-i1 as I / Social Security Number 
  A photo_,,y,_1 - rif c;onFREY was obtained from 
the file. 

On February 18, L!}C, Mrs. R.L. (EDNA) EASLEY, Highway 
l'lumbcr 5, sister of L1rn i ,;zROLL GODFREY, and 1'-IARIE 
GODFREY, mother of EDL\JA (,-,J LEE, advised they had no know­
ledge of LEi' s whereabou ,_ :'.. They had no knowledge of 
LLOCI or CLAUDE POWELL, ari v onE:c named DUKE 
or a1,y relationship or L·· t.ercs t either LEE or RAY GODFREY 
in ; lAR1'L-J LUTHER KIUG, JI:_ , er JAMES EARL RAY. They 
knew no one named RALPll ·- • 1 ;0 associated with either LEE 
or ?. . .AY _ 

On February 13, ! ·.: 7 6, Hrs. IRA (DEI'JA) SMITH, Epworth 
Community, advised she i·: a ,3ister to LEE CARROLL GODFREY 
and reiterated the inforr· ·::-ion as furnished by her mother 
and s i,; ter. 

On February lfJ, : ·nG, Ji\:tl�S T. GODFREY, brother 
of U�E and Ri\Y GODFREY, 1:,,:c; idin� Sugar Creek Road, 
advised he had no idea of -.vher.e LEE was residing at 
the present time. He dicl not know anyone named Ll�m� 
or CLAUDE POWELL, anyone named DUKE or any interest LEE 
or RAY GODFREY had with -�l/\RTIN LUTHtR KING, JR. , or 
JAMES l".Ar:L RAY. JAMES said .1. man named RALPH (SETZER) 
(Phonetic) used to play "' guitar with LEE and RAY at a 
bar in Atlanta. RALPH 'h•as not further described. 
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AT 44- 2 3 8 6 
2

On February 18, 1976, LEE CARROLL GODFREY 
was located on Boardtown Road in Northern Gilmer 
County. He advised he did not know anyone named 
LEON or CLAUDE POWELL or anyone named DUKE. He 
further said he had never heard his brother RAY mention 
anything about MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., or JAMES EARL 
RAY, Concerning an individual named RALPH, LEE said 
a man named RALPH SMITH used to make music with RAY 
and LEE at the office, a bar on Flat Shoals Avenue in 
Atlanta LEE was not positive about RALPH'S last name 
and described him as 45 years old, 5’10”, 105 pounds, 
short hair, LEE had not seen RALPH for over two 
years. LEE also said he uses his brother^ RAY’s, 
name on occasion. He con > uded by stating it was 
ludicrous to connect his mother or him with MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., and, in Lact, LEE said he was in 
prison in Reidsville, Geon ■ La , when KING was killed.
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-rm in County, Georgia, on 1 cbm/;tv 23, 1'576, ■ 
;■./.<;•.,:. Lo/ v 'uph of an Individual bacwn cr 7’L?L (Last 

. .vk- bn’:', .o\m} wc~ sheen to TCi??/ COr?s"Y ?-es ■.’^rr7 on Sugar 
:rce! c-.', .'-mln County, Georgia. TC-]?/ Is a brother to 

Lute . • >■ '. . :l. and A.-LidL.? XT GCL"’27. ".C.’,’ a-b/ised th^t
Az 1 i ' not Lurr.- the IndivLbar;! depicted If. the comjxjslto and 
CuLthcicOiti uld uuL ’ now anyone naweL KALid ’CxITh or KALI"; 
.’LT...; \. •. c mentioned the none LAI.?/ I?LT2i7 during the prior 
A'atcr 'i" / only ’ * cruce LEV CA.1-0LL CCDi’-SY related to him 
ibout. '.*. aont-cc with tie F3i and the If Interest in a "Al'T. 
yOiSC stated LEI told him the nan’s name was ’ALii* SETZER.

On February 23, 1976, LEE CAKhGLL GODFREY, Doardtown 
oad, Lilacr County, Georgia, was shown a composite photograph 

of ’:.Ai?ii (Last Ka«.k> Unknown) and advised it was quite 
dissimilar to rhe can he recognized as .ALKI SMITH, a former 
associate of Ms and his brother A2HOLD. I lien he last saw 
bMPE X.'TIE three and r half years ago, RALPH had a duck haircut 
full on the sides and flat on the top. He was also approximately 
•'<5 years el*’ nt that. time. The only individual LEE CARROLL 
could rc-ncmboz who knew RALPH was a divorcee named LAV EHL COOK 
(phonetic), ’ho resided in Marietta, Georgia. COOK used to 
date aALPo ani both of them frequented the lounge known as The 
effica.

A rq- lew of the Greater Atlant/- “outhem 3e.ll 
'ie’ephOiie ClzeGtory called to reflect any listings for a 
LATcKE or a LAVEXHE COOK. A review of the Cobb County and 
City of liar let t& Directory aim failed to reflect any listing 
'or a LA’-'TL"’ or a LAV SLIT COOK.
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.At Cllrar County, Georgia, on [larch 2, L97G, ...EE 
GA MCL.L C'Dr.J’Y wns recontacted and advised he did not know 
.* '7LPF 5FTZER or fELTZER and did not retention either none to 
his brothci* TCH.

LIT GODFREY traveled to Atlanta on the weekend of 
-ebiuary 28, 197G, and talked to his bother ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. 
ARNOLD related: that .he did know a RALPH SMITH, however, when 
LEE describee the individual he knew ns RALPH SMITH, ARNOLD 
said he thought the aan’c naoe was JIM SMITH. Neither knew 
of SMITH’S current whereabouts. ARNOLD stated he knew LEON 
and CLAUDE. POWELL by sight but did not associate with either. 
ARNOLD described the PCLxLLs as drunks. LEE advised ARNOLD 
is Ark; always had been afraid of the law which is the reason 
he is not cooperating with the FBI. LEE stated that ARNOLD 
denied any knowledge of the alleged contract to assassinate 
Er. MA-’TIN LUTltEi XING, JR. or anything related to the bureau 
invest igaLion.

UM GA.:.;DLL CGDrALY advised that while Incarcerated 
tn the eidr\ille, Georgia, State Penitentiary, date unrecalled, 
Dr. FARTiH LUTHER RING, JR, was arrested for participating in a 
demonstration and placed tn a cell adjacent to LEE CARROLL 
GOPUEY. LED CAROLL GODFREY stated that he talked to KING for 
two days prior to his release.
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AT 44-2386
TJW:cw
1

The following investigation was conducted at Atlanta, 
Georgia, by SA TUOMAS J. WILSON, on February 12, 1976:

Captain LONG, Cobb County Police Department, Marietta, 
Georgia, advised a review of his records of the school division, 
showed that Cobb County does have employed a school crossing 
guard named SHIRLEY BULLOCH. BULLOCH, however, has recently 
moved and does not show a new address. BULLOCH can be located 
at Wheeler High School, Marietta, Georgia, any morning between 
8:00 and 9:00 AM. .
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AT 44-2386
TJW:cw

The following investigation was conducted at Atlanta, 
Georgia, by SA THOMAS J. WILSON on the dates indicated:

Captain WORTHY, Permit Section, Atlanta Police 
Department (PD), advised a review of Atlanta PD Records for a 
beer and wine license for the business located at 1455 Moreland 
Avenue, Atlanta, showed the foliowing information:

HOWARD MALCOLM CADE, SR., 363 El Mira Place, held 
the liquor license from December, 1962, through September, 
1964 ;

WILLIAM POPE DAVIS held the license from October, 
1964, though November, 1965;

C. H. HARRISON held the license from November, 1965, 
through September, 1966,

ROY T. BAILEY held the license from September, 1966, 
through January, 1968;

LEWIS W. CLARK held the license from January, 1968, 
through December, 1974;

BARBARA and DEWEY GILBERT held the license from 
December, 1974, through September, 1975;

WILLIAM JORDAN MESi'xR held the license from September, 
1975, through the present time.

The records show in February and October, 1967, the 
business located at 1455 Morel : d Avenue, was named "Bill Bailey's". 
In February and October, 1967, the Permit Section sent notices of 
violations to the lounge known ■-. Bill Bailey's, at 1455 Moreland 
Avenue. Captain WORTHY advisee DETE DAVIS, also known as WILLIAM 
POPE DAVIS, could have run and managed the bar in 1967 and 1968. The 
records of the Permit Section only reflect the official holder of the 
beer and wine license. Sometimes, some of the licenses are held by 
one person and another person is the actual manager of the lounge.

On February 10, 1975, the FBI Identification Division, 
Washington, D. C., provided the attached Identification Record for 
LEE CARROLL GODFREY, date of birth [ place of
birth Polk County, Georgia.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

Dole ©t transcription
2/6/76

DOROTHY DAVIS, Locust Grove, Georgia, was tele-
phonically contacted and advised she has no knowledge or 
possession of any records in reference to her husband's former 
place of business known as "Pete's Bar", on Moreland Avenue. 
She is sure all of these records have been destroyed.

She stated she does not know the name of any
accounting firm or law firm which handled the tax or account 
matters of her husband's place of business. There is no one 
in the family who would have this information.

«J «n______2/5Z2fi______ . -oi........... Atlanta, Georgia_________ fh« #Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON Dole dictated 2/5/76

‘h<s d'cvm^M contain! neither r»commcndoTiOf'$ not cnrr Ins••>*■’. nf ih* FBI II is the property of the FBI and H loaded to your agency 

it ond -»s contents are no' tg be distributed outside yo.r *J^•»,', y.

* U.S. GPO: 1974-595-294
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™ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

FO 302 (REV, I I-27 70(

2/17/76
Dal© of Jranitfiplion,______ „______________

DOROTHY DAVIS, Locust Grove, Georgia, was contacted 
at her residence and advised that she has searched and has been 
unable to locate any records regarding her husband's former place 
of business "Pete's Bar" in Atlanta, Georgia.

She advised her husband never told her about the 
operation of the bar or any incidents which happened at the 
bar. She has never heard her husband discuss anything about 
the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. She was not sure 
of the exact dates her husband owned the bar, but thought he 
sold it in 1966, however, that could have been 1965 or 1967. 
Her husband sold the bar and went to work for an oil company 
in Saudi Arabia. He worked there for about nine months and 
returned to the Unital States. She does not recall any of the 
names of any of the employees.

.„k„.„.!d .,„ 2/29/26 _ol _ 2oci.rt Grove, Georgia F||c # Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON and
SA JAMES Y. BLANKER, JR. TJW:cw_____ 0ot9ditl0,ed 2/13/76

this document confomt neither recommendations net conclusions J the FBI, It it Ike properly si the FBI and it loaded Io your agency- 

■ r and ii» conieMs aie no! la be d islribufe d unhide your ogerty. ;

/ ' & U.S. GFO: 1974- BSS-294
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FD-3uz ri* 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI

DLMc. BRADY, 1140 Moreland Drive. SE, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was contacted and furnished the following Infor­
mation ;

She 19 the owner and operator of The Office Bar 
located at Ireland and Flat Shoals Road, Atlanta, Georgia. 
She has never employed any band at her place of business. 
Every once in a while RAY GODFREY does come into the bar and 
does clay his guitar, however, she could not recall any 
other individuals ever playing with him. At that she tele- 
phonlcally contacted her day bartender and asked him if 
GODFREY had aver played at the bar during the day with 
anyone else. The day bartender advised he had never seen 
DAY GODFREY play at the bar with any other individuals, 
aRADY was unable to p±ck out the artist’s conception of 
RALPH (Inst naue unknown). When specifically shown this 
photograph, she advised she had never seen this individual. 
Shd 1* positive that the person whose likeness is represented 
by the artist’s conception is not the verson whom she knows 
as“DUXF.”.

After PETE DAVIS sold the bar to ”3UCK" DAILEY, 
she went co work for the Driftwood Lounge which is located 
one block south of Pete's Bar on Moreland Avenue. She never 
worked at Bill Bailey’s and was novar employed by LEWIS 
GLARk •

It was her understanding that after PETE DAVIS 
sold the bar he went to rk in Saudi Arabia for one year. 
She is unable to supply ? iy of the names or addresses of 
any of the old-time custc-serc of Pete’s Bar. Every once in 
a while serie of then drop In ar her bar, but not on a 
regular basis.

She again stated that she does not know* any 
friends of RAY GODFREY named RALPd. She does not know 
anyone named RALPH SMITH or RALPH SETZER. She also does 
not know anyone named LEE GODFREY.

Ink-1viewed on. ^/l?/76 nl AT 44-2386

lkl^;U4-USJ_^IL30k :^ . Dole dictated 2/24/76

th.-, do{um,M zoMoins AC.hor reComm,„do<lont nor co-Ju^n, ,f Ihn Fl................. ho prop,„v o( ,h. FBI end ,, loan.d ,o you, oge«»
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO

LEWIS W. CLARK, 2950 Catherine Valley Drive, Decatur, 
Georgia, was contacted and advised that he managed Bill Bailey's 
Lounge located at 1455 Moreland Avenue, from September, 1966, 
through 1973. He personally acted as the bartender there numerous 
times. He advised that JUNE HALL was the day bartender at Bill 
Bailey's and that she might be able to furnish information regard­
ing individuals who frequented Bailey's. He could not recall any 
other employees who worked at the lounge on a fulltime or regular 
basis. DIANE BRADY was never employed at Bill Bailey's.

CLARK picked out from a spread of photographs the 
pictures of RAY GODFREY and CLAUDE POWELL, as being individuals 
who frequented the bar. He did not recognize the picture of 
LEON POWELL. He advised that CLAUDE POWELL was a very quiet 
individual and never knew him to be in any sort of trouble. 
GODFREY was an extremely extroverted individual and always 
wanted to play the guitar in the bar. GODFREY was a country 
and western singer who had had some records recorded by 
Columbia Records. GODFREY was always playing these records on 
the juke box.

Back in 1966 and 1967 and 1968, the mood in the bar 
was probably anti-Negro, however, as far has he Rnows, there was 
never any discussion about the harming of any blacks.

He was unable to pick from a spread of photographs 
the artist's conception of RALPH (LNU). He advised that none 
of the individuals in the spread had ever been in the bar when 
he was there.

„od on 2/17/76 nl Decatur, Georgi a f l(. # Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON, and
SA JAMES Y. BLANKNER, JR.TJW^w 0a,.d]1,o,tj 2/17/76

lk,l dotumtnl conlo.n, neither recommendobom nor conclusions ci the EBI It II Improperly of the FBI Olid it iooned Io foot agency; 
ii gnd iU contend o/e not 1o be dijlribw’ed ouHide yOur agency.
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Dtit^r qJ Trcmcription
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JUNE HALL, Killian Road, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that 
in 1967 and 1968, she was employed as the day bartender at the lounge 
known as Bill Bailey's. She picked from a spread of photgraphs the 
photograph of CLAUDE POWELL and RAY GODFREY as individuals who 
frequented the lounge. HALL advised that CLAUDE was a very quiet 
individual when sober, however, would be very unruly when drinking.

RAY GODFREY was a very likable individual and she would 
be quite surprised if he were in any trouble. HALL was unable to 
pick from a spread of photographs the artists' conception of RALPH 
(LNU). When specifically shown the composite of RALPH- (LNU), she 
was positive she had never seen the individual. She advised that 
she would have remembered the individual if he had ever been in 
the bar because of his good looks.

"’'•■”»~»d Or._,_mW__________ ot__ Atlanta. Georgia___________fh«#Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON, and
n---------SA JAMES Y. Bl ANKNFR, .1^_______ IdWicw______ Daie dwohd_________ 2/23/76

th., d„rum»ni <onio.ns neilhei recommendations nor concisions of the FBI. II is the properly of the FBI ond It looned Io ,ou. agency, 

ii und iis. cum^nis ore not to be di$4ribvred subside yOvf ocjer.ty. /
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HAZEL EVANS, 788 Moreland Avenue, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was contacted and furnished the following 
information:

She worked as a bartender at Bill Bailey’s 
Lounge from 1966 to 1969. She worked the night shift 
and generally came on duty at 6:00 P.M. and worked until 
2:00 A.M. The day bartender was JUNE HALL. A couple 
of times her niece, PAT BOOZER, worked in the bar, how­
ever, she was not a regular employee. "BUCK" BAILEY 
owned the bar in 1966, however, LEWIS CLARK managed the 
business the whole time that BAILEY owned it. Some­
time in 1967 or 1968 LEWIS CLARK bought out "BUCK” 
BAILEY and owned it himself. BAILEY had very little to 
do with the bar and it was very seldom that he would 
come out to the location.

She picked out the photograph of ARNOLD RAY 
GODFREY from a spread of photographs and advised she 
had known him since he moved to Atlanta from Copper­
hill, Tennessee. She advised he was a very quiet 
individual and could not believe he could be in any 
trouble. GODFREY was a very likeable individual and 
almost everybody seemed to be friends with him. She 
also picked out the picture of CLAUDE POWELL as being a 
frequent customer of the bar known as Bill Bailey's 
Lounge. She was unable to pick from a spread of 
photographs the artist's conception of RALPH (last name 
unknown) as being a customer of the bar or a friend of 
RAY GODFREY. When specifically shown the artist's 
conception, she stated she did not remember any individual 
looking like that as beimg at the bar. She advised 
GODFREY never worked as a bartender at Bill Bailey's 
Lounge. She knows of no other individual who frequented 
the bar named RALPH. She advised she does not know 
where any of the former patrons of Bill Bailey's 
Lounge can be located. She stated that the whole 
neighborhood where Bill Bailey's Lounge was located has 
changed racially and that all of the former patrons 
have moved to different parts of the city.

'"1 ■r■' ■■ - 1 ;■'—2718/7 6------------ <■'—Atlanta. Georgia________ ^ ।e * AT 44-2 386______

SA JAMES Y. BLANKHER, Jr.
'"—------- SA THOMAS J WILSON -wy dot dieted____________ 2/24/76_________

• In*. •! (ument rontuint n’Hlher rocom m»nd» lions no/ cone l«: *■*■•••• -il the FRi 

• ui. < Ux <on !■• ill. ;?re not In ba Jis1r ib jl . J oxhide yuui )•)•.•• ,
I1 u ibo pivperty of the FBI <»nd i$ lourivfi to yevr iigoncy,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Kev. I 1-27-70)

1

^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
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PATSY BOOZER, 1202 Fleetwood Drive, Atlanta, Georgia, 
was contacted and furnished the following information:

She advised that approximately seven years ago, she 
had worked for a LEWIS CLARK at Bill Bailey's Lounge. She 
stated she was a bartender at this lounge. From the spread 
of photographs shown to her, she picked out the photograph 
of ARNOLD RAY GODFREY as a frequent customer at Bill 
Bailey's Lounge. As far as she knew, GODFREY had a good 
reputation and was not known to be a trouble-maker 
with the police department. She did not know of any of 
RAY GODFREY'S friends. She was not familiar with the 
photograph of CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. She was unable to select 
a composite of RALPH (last name unknown). When specifically 
shown an artist's conception of RALPH (last name unknown) 
she advised she had never seen this individual.

.<■ ,„ 2/18/76__________„ Atlanta, Georgia__________ । j,. * AT 44-2386______

SA JAMES Y. BLANKNER, JR.
SA THOMAS J/WILSON :wy .... ..............p^ n^,-., 2/24/76__________

Ihr, docuionni 'onioim m:i’h<-r recommendations no* conclm-ou <1 thf *91 II i$ H1-- property o? Ihf ft'.? md i. Inont'd to y»u« ugan'.y.
•I find its content, arc r«oi re be distributed ovlsi^? yaw' Uj"1' /.
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2/23/76

WILLIAM SANFORD VENABLE advised he and ROBERT McGARlTY 
previously owned the property located at 1455 Moreland Avenue. 
He was sure that the bar located at that address had been in the 
past named both "Pete's Place", and "Bill Bailey's". Back in 
1966, BUCK BAILEY took over the lounge aid named it "Bill Bailey's". 
Sometime later, LEWIS CLARK obtained the liquor license and owner­
ship of the bar. However, prior to that LEWIS CLARK had managed 
the bar for BUCK BAILEY.

VENABLE does not know anyone by the name of POWELL 
nor does he know anyone with the name of "DUKE". He was unable 
to pick from a spread of photographs the photograph of CLAUDE or 
LEON POWELL. VENABLE advised that he had been in the bar a 
couple of times possibly during the period of 1967 or 1968.

The name RAY GODFREY is familiar to him, however, he 
has never personally met GODFREY. The only reason he knows the 
name is that GODFREY was supposed to be a country and western 
singer and was "fairly well known", at Bill Bailey's. He does 
not know any of GODFREY'S associates.

He does not know any individual named RALPH (LNU) 
who is connected with the bar known as "Pete's Place" or "Bill 
Bailey's".

VENABLE stated he is not related to JAMES VENABLE, the 
founder of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, in Stone Mountain, 
Georgia.

Inrv i viewer! on ___2/17/76 _______ oi Atlanta, Georgs Fiie#Atlanta 44-2386

SA THOMAS J. WILSON, and
b,_ _ _ _ SA JAMES Y, BLANKNER, JR._ _ _ _ _ I Jikc w. __ _ _ _ _ Dole d Ida ted?/ 17/76

Ihii document corto.ns At.iher recommend ©lions nor conclusions of the FBI. fl Is the property of the FBI and it iooned Io your agency 
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V.’ILLlMi LCWERY 'was contacted at hia place of 
exmloyr.ieiit, ’owery Music Incorporated, and furnished the 
following information:

In 1966, he handled a professional country and 
western singer named RAY GODFREY. Ills records show that 
GODFREY’S real naae was R. A, GODFREY. He did not have any 
personal contacts with GODFREY but Mainly dealt with him on 
a professional basis.

His pinion of GODFREY was that GODFREY was just a 
■<;ood ole country boy*- end that GODFREY could not be in any 
sort of trouble.

LUvELY viewed a spread of photographs which 
included RALPH (Last Harue Unknown) and was unable to identify 
any of Lite individuals. When specifically shown the photograph 
of RALPH (Last ^iasae Unknown), LOWERY advised that he had not 
seen this individual.

LOUL-Y again stated he did not know any of RAY 
GGDFKEVs friends or associates. GODFREY would merely cose 
to Lowery ’Susie to record his songs and be paid.

LUWEXY was not familiar with any musician with 
.ALKi SKITH or RALPH SETZER.

-------2-27-76----------- .'-t iarrtn, Georgia----- 1 ’ * Atlanta 44-2366-

by----- SA THOMAS J, BILSONtdd----------- - —-—■I”J|-d'<k"'d---------3-3-76-----------------

"'" '*’*“.......  ">r,l^'fts "Vh' r.commcnjolions nor conclusions 01 ihe FBI. u .s the properly ol the FBI ond is loone-l Io y<.u> ..,,•■/,<,
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RAYMOND GODFREY, 5228 Kingswood Circle, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was contacted and furnished the following informa­
tion:

He is familiar with an individual named ARNOLD 
RAY GODFREY. ARNOLD RAY GODFREY was known to everyone as 
RAY GODFREY and he is known to everyone as RAYMOND GODFREY. 
Both he and RAY GODFREY frequented a bar on Moreland Avenue 
known as Pete's Place. He picked from a spread of photo­
graphs the pictures of CLAUDE POWELL and RAY GODFREY as 
frequent patrons of Pete's Place. He stated that CLAUDE 
POWELL had a reputation around the bar as having a boastful 
manner while he was drunk, however, being a very friendly 
fellow while sober. He never knew CLAUDE POWELL to be in 
any sort of trouble or to be vicious in any way.

He was quite friendly with RAY GODFREY, however, 
is not related to him in any way. He described RAY GODFREY 
as being a "good old boy" who would not be in any trouble. 
RAY GODFREY is a very friendly individual and he never saw 
RAY GODFREY cause any trouble in the bar. He was unable 
to identify from a spread of photographs the artist's 
conception of RALPH (last name unknown). When specifically 
shown this photograph, he advised he had never seen this 
individual. He advised that he was in Pete’s Place or 
Bill Bailey’s Lounge almost every night from 1966 to 1967. 
RAYMOND GODFREY advised that through his association with 
RAY GODFREY , he knew that GODFREY had no use for Blacks, 
but would not harm anyone. GODFREY was not unique ini his 
dislike for Blacks among the patrons of the bar, however, 
RAY GODFREY was an individual who would not resort to 
violence.

mie„,.«.d on____2/19/76______ _oi Atlanta. Georgia________ fuc = AT 44-2 386

by_________ SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy _____ _Doiodicfoied__________2/24/76______

fhij docvnwmt contains neither recommendoilons nor conclusions of the Fhr. It i$ the piuperly id 1be FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 
i1 and IK ronlnnls oru not |o be distributed outside yOur ajvn'.y.
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia, on the dates 
i ndicatri:

CLARENCE FISHER, Owner, of Fisher Wall, 326 
Petterson Road, Scottdale, Georgia, advised he does have an 
employee named RAY COOLEY, however, COOLEY was out on a job 
at the time and he would have COOLEY call on his return.

RAY COOLEY advised he is familiar with CLAUDE 
and LEON POWELL. He was running his own business in 1967 or 
1968 and at the time he did have employed CLAUDE and LEON 

POWELL as dry wall installers. His records, however, are kept 
at home. He would attempt to review them and see if there 
would be some paperwork showing that CLAUDE and LEON POWELL 
were working for him in October or November, 1967.

On February 13, 1976, MARJORIE COOLEY, wife of 
RAY COOLEY advised she kept the records for her husband when 
he was in business for tinself. She has been unable to find 
any records going back to 1967 or 1968, regarding any indivi­
duals employed for her husband. Her husband at that time was 
self-employed and did have a couple of individuals working for 
him. She specifically remembes that she moved into her own 
house in November 1967. Her husband installed the dry wall 
in her home The individuals actually installing the dry wall 
were CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. Therefore, she is positive that 
CLAUDE and LEON POWELL worked for her husband in late October, 
or early November, 1967.

She feels quite certain that CLAUDE and LEON 
POWELL Worked for her husband from 1966 until 1969.
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia on 
February 23, 1976:

Lieutenant STRICKLAND, Permit Section, Atlanta 
Police Department, Atlanta, Georgia, advised DIANE BRAND 
also known as Diane Brady took over the management of the 
bar named "The Office" on August 28, 1974. The previous 
owner was THOMAS M. HYATT, 2131 Flat Shoals Road, Atlanta, 
Georgia. HYATT owned the bar from February, 1972 until 
1974. JAMES MAYNARD LIVINGSTONE, 622 Farrar Court, Decatur, 
Georgia, previously owned the bar from 1969 until 1972. 
The bar originally opened up in 1969.

PATRICIA BLUE,?aanager, apartments located at 
4131 Flat Shoals Road advised THOMAS M. HYATT has not 
lived at that address for the last two years. She has 
been the manager of that complex for that period of time. 
She was unable to fine any material in her file regarding 
THOMAS M. HYATT,

Records of the United States Post Office, East 
Atlanta Branch, Metropolitan Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, were 
reviewed with negative results regarding any forwarding 
address for THOMAS M. HYATT. The carrier for that route 
advised THOMAS HYATT has been gone from 4131 Flat Shoals 
Road for approximately three years.

A review of the Atlanta City Directory and 
the Atlanta suburban directory reflects approximately 104 
RALPH or R. SMITHs. The Greater Atlanta Southern Bell 
telephone directory lists in excess of 104 RALPH or R. 
SMITHS. Neither the city directory nor the telephone book 
shows any listing for R. SETZER.

On February 24, 1975, BARBARA WAGER, Department .
of Motor Vehicles, State of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia, was 
contacted and requested to review the state tax records for 
any automobile owned by ARNOLD RAY GODFREY from 1967 to 1968. '

1
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On February 25, 1976, BARBARA WAGER, Department 
of Motor Vehicles, Atlanta, Georgia, advised her records 
reflect that in 1968 A. R. GODFREY of 569 Gresham Road, 
Atlanta, Georgia, had license in the State of Georgia 
for a 1960 Chevrolet Impala, Georgia license 2J40393. 
Ms. WAGER advised that there are no other cars registered to 
A. R. GODFREY.

On February 24, 1976, JOE WALLACE, Security Office, 
Delta Air Lines, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that the air lines 
do not keep the names of individuals who fly on their air lines 
longer than 90 days. According tbethe Civil Aeronautics 
Board, the actual tickets are maintained for 90 days. A 
computer run showing the history of the ticket is maintained 
in the air lines files for 30 days, therefore, after 90 days 
the air lines would not be able to supply any passenger 
information.
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON on February 26, 1976, at 
Atlanta, Georgia.

A review of the Greater Atlanta Southern Bell 
Telephone Directory failed to reflect any listing for a 
LAVERN COOK or LAVENE COOK. A review of the Cobb County 
and Citv of Marietta Directory also failed to reflect 
any listing for a LAVERN COOK or LAVENE COOK.

Attached hereto is a xerox copy of a portion 
of an Atlanta city map showing:

(1) location of hotel RAY GODFREY stayed

(2) where RAY GODFREY'S car was recovered

(oj location of Pete's Bar.
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i review of the records at the Federal Records 
Center, itary Branch, St. Louis, Missour^^^d^^^osed 
LEON PC j had army serial serv^c^numbe^^^^^^^^^^B 
Social._____ irity Accoun t Number date of
birth J |at Toccoa, Georgrs^ana enlisted in
the U. !■ Army at Atlanta, Georgia. He served active 
duty fro; September, 1952, to December 21, 1955. He was 
honorably released from active duty as a private (high 
weapons infantry) at Fort Benning, Georgia, and trans­
ferred to U. S. Army Reserve. He was honorably dis­
charged from the U. S. Army Reserve on December 23, 1960 
by reason of expiration of service.

LEON's report: of medicaly examination dated 
December 19, 1955, disclosed ’’multiple psychosomatic 
complaints". LEON did not keep his appointment and 
did not desire to remain in service for further treat­
ment.

LEON was tri?.'1 and convicted by summary court 
marshal January ^5, 19 53 for Absence Without Leave and 
sentenced to 45 days hard labor. He had a special court 
marshal on September 14, 1954 for breaking restriction 
and by a special court marshal on August 26, 1955 for 
Absence Without Leave. No other medical records were 
found for POWELL other than dental claim.

No military service record was Located for 
CLAUDE POWELL.
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