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- ACTION DESIRED

[3 Acknowledge - .[10per Case

(1 Assign Reassign - - (] Prepare lead cards
[ Bring file [ Prepare tickler
[T1Call me T Return assignment card
{7 Correct [ Return file

DDeadl.ine E]Seurch qzd retbrn 2 @ 8 @ /_? 2_7

] Decdline passed [JSee me == =
[ Delinguent - - [T Serial #
{ ] Discontinye [(C1Post [ JRecharge [jReturn
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OFTIONAL FOSM N. 10 R
MAY 1982 EDITION . - T

© . GSAFPMR (4 CFR) 101-11.86 . :
'UNITED STATES GO VERNMENI e

| 'Memomndum L o
‘10 SAcc44—2386> S oam2 /17/68
FROM SA;ROBERT K..PERRX -
B

sunnnT\ MURKIN

HThe Press Release was handed to‘the follow1ng 1nd1c1duals
at the time noted, on 4/17/68'

. BEN PERRY, WAOK © 5:i56PM .

" JOE ZELINER, AP 6:07PM -

Amigw%
B VL Sy '-‘é;‘LL.iQE,,____

 Bwy U .S. Savings Bonds Rgg:darlj on the Payroll Savings Plan "
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. . ‘
MAY 1552 EDITIOH - ’ ) -

GSA FeMe (41 CFR) 101-1L8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-2386) ' 'DATE: 4/17/68

SA Edward U. Crim

MURKTIN

| Press release dated 1}/17/68 -in captioned case dellvered
to:

WERD, Radio Station 330 Auburn Ave,, N, E,

Mr. Jerome Johnson Program Director - 6 PM
4/17/68.

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
1211 williawms St., N, W.,, Mr., LOUIS ATKIN
news reporter, photo section. Two photos ’
of GALT left with Mr. ATKINS, 6:24 PM, 4/17/68,

o

Cf(/ ~— 2;3 gf’él
ARy e
SER ’7537%____1?:1:;*3
APR 1 = 1983
h—m....t,';" o f:} i \[ Y f.{‘

J'

vy U.S. Suvines Bonds Reoularly on the Payroll Sevina
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IUN-I&D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUQICE
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta s Georgla
April 17, 196

NEWS’RELEASE

Attorney General Ramsey clark, announced today that
Eric Starvo Galt is. being sought by the FBI as a fugitive
on a.Federal charge arising from the fatal shooting of the
n'Reverend Dr. martin Iather King, Jr.,vin Memphia, Tennessee,
on April 4 1968

Director Je Edgar Hoover stated that a Federal complaint
was- filed by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama, today charging
Galt with conspiring to violate the ecivil rights of Dr._King
"1n violation of Title 18, Section 24l of the United States
Code . |

The FBI complaint charges that "On or about March 29,
1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, Erlc Starvo Galt and an _
| individual whom he alleged to be his brother, entered into -
a eonspiracy which continned until on or about April 5, 1963?
to inJure, oppress, threaten or 1ntimidate MartinaLuther King, -

'Jr., in the free exercise .or enjoyment of a right secured to

isadd 2O

T R

APR 1 8 1968
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him by the Constitution or laws of thé'United States, namely,
the right tp frgely travel from state to state. In furtherance

of this conspiracy, Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30,

1968, purchase a rifle in Birmingham, Alabama."

_ Acébrdiﬁg to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a
telescopic sight was found near a rooming house on South Main
Street in Memphis immediately after the fatal shooting of Dr.
King occurred. The rooming house overlookéd the Lorraine

Hotel and Motel where Dr. King was staying.

Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the
30.06Jr1f1e had been purchased from a gun dealerlin Birmingham,
Alabama, on March 39, 1968. The telescopic sight was also

purchased from thils dealer.

- .The FBI Director gtated that Galt, who has used the names
of John Willard and Hafvey-Lowmeyer in the past, 1s the owner*
of a 1966 whiﬁe Mustang bearing Alabama license plgtes, which
was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georsia, on  April 11, 1968.
Investigation disclosed:that'Galt’purchased this car ffom a
private citizen in Birmingham, on August 30, 1967. The Mustang's
odometer éhowed-that it had been driven more thhn'lg,ooo miles

 between late August,1967 and early April, 1968.
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chcording to Mr. Hoover, Galt's travels in the Mustang

1nelude-tr1pé to Los Angeles, California, New Orleans, -

Iouisiana,'Birmingham, Alabama, and Mexlco, as-well as

) Hemphis,'!énnéssee_and Atlanta, Georgia., @Galt was reported
to have been ih Memphis on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have
departed from there for Atlanta.

- Intensive 1nves€1gation by the FBI has disclesed that
~Galt has claimed to have been employed as a cook on Mississippi
'vriver'vessels and as a merchant seaman, He 1s said to be

an avid dancer and took dancing 1essons in NEw Orleans in
196& or 1955, in Birmingham during September and October,
1967, and in Long Beach, California, from December, 1967 to
February, 1968. |

Galt left Ios Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove
“his white Mustang to New Grleans, where he claimed he contacted -
either.an engineering or a contracting firm. He left New Orleané
on December 19, and arrived back in Los Angeles on December 21,
1967.

While in Los Angeles area early this year, Galt took a

course at a school of bartending and was graduated on March 2,

-1968.
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(1] Supy. 2T Tpines

(] Ageit #H F) a7
[(1SE . /
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Steno

I Cletk

ACTION DESIRED

(1 Acknowledge [ ] Open Case’

[ Assign ___Reassign ___ [7] Prepare lead cards

{7} Bring file [} Prepare tickler

{1 Cali me [ ] Recharge serials

(] Correct [] Return assignment card
]} Deadline [ Return file

] Deadline passed [] Return serials

(1 Delinguent [] Search and return

] Discontinue . [ See me .
[C1 Expedite : [} Send Serials
(] File . " to
[] Fer information (] Submit new charge out
(] Handle (] Submit report by
[ Initial & return ) Type

[] Lecds need attention

[1 Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.
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Mémomndum

" SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 4/19/68

SA DONALD F. TACKITT

" SUBJECT: ' . . , MURKIN -

The following radio stations were furnished
- the News Release dated 4/19/68, concerning JAMES
EARL RAY: - |

'WERD ‘ - ’
- JEROME JOHNSON, Program Director
- wheL , o .
BOLLING BRANHAM, Owner .
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' UNiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

mzmmgﬂmmnqrm- | ~ Atlanta, Georgia-
_FifeNo. | _ : _ ApriT 17, 1968
B

-NEWS RELEASE

Attorney General Ramsey Clark, announccd tocay that
Eric Stafvo Galt is being sought by the FBI as a fugitive
on a Federal charge arising f%om the fatal shooting of the
Heverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jz., in Hnmphis, Tennesseae,
on Apz‘il 4, 1968.

/ Director J. Edgar Heoover stated that a Federal complaint

was filed by the FBL in Birm;ngham, Alabama, today charging
Galt with conspiring to violate the civll rights_of Dr. K%ng
in violatlon of Title 18, Section-eal of the United States
Code.

The FBI complaint charges that "On or about March 29,

- 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, Eric Starvo Galt and an _

indlvidual whom he alleged to be his brother, éntered into
a conspiracy which continued until»bn or about April 5, 1968,
to injure, oppress;, threaten 6r intimidate Martin Iamther King{

Jr., In the free exercise or enjoyment of a right secured to
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him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, namely,

the right to freely travel from state to state. In furtherance

i :
qf this conspiracy, Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30,

f968, purchase a rifie in Birmingham, Alabama,"
4

!! Accbrding to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a
té?escopic sight was found neér a roomlng house on South Main
§t%¢et in Memphis immediately after the fatal shooting of Dr.
Kﬁngropcurred. The rooming house overlooﬁed the Iorraine

Hotel and Motel where Dr. King was staying.

Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determlined that the
30.06 rifle had been purchased from a g&n dealer!in Biymlngham,
Alabama, on March 30, 1968. The telescopic sight was also

purchased from this dealer.

The FBIL Directqr stated that Galt, who has used the names
of John Wilillard and Ha;vey Iowmeyer in the past, is the owner
of a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama license plates, which
was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1968.
'Investigation disclosed that Galt purchased ﬁhis cay from a
private citizen 1n'Birm1ngham, on Augusf:3Q, 1967. The Mustang's
odome ter showed that 1t had been driven ﬁéré thén 19,000 miles |
between late August,l1967 and early April, 1968,
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~ Beccording to Mr. Hoover, Galt's travels in the Mustang
fiaelude trips to los Angeles, California, New Orleans,
|Ipuisiana, Birmingham, Alabama, and Mexico, as well as
%Hemphis, ?ennessee and Atlanta, Georgia. Galt was réported

'@o have been imn Memphls on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have .

l .
departed from there for Atlanta.

P

Intensive investigation by the FBI has disclosed that
;Galt has claimed to have been employed aé a cook on Mississippi
river vessels and as a merchant seaman., He is said to be
an avid dancer and took dancing lessoﬂs in New Orleans in
1964 or 1665, in Birmihghamfduring.September and October,
1967, and in Long Beach,-Californié, from December, 1967 to
Pebruary, 1968.

Galt left Ios Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove
" his white Mustang to New Orleans, whefe he claimed he contacted
either an engineering or a contracting firm. He left New Orleans

on Pacewmber 19, and arrived back in Los Angeles on December 21,

1967.

While in Los Angeles area early this year, Galt took 2
course at a school of bartending and was graduated on March 2;

1968,
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AAY 1982 EOITIOMN
L5a GEM. REG. NO. 27

YNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

~Memorandum

SAC, ATLANWTA (44-2386) PATE:  4/90/63
_ (P) :

SA JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: PRESS RELEASE

Copies of press release concerning identity
of subject as JAMES EARL RAY furnished to the following:

Mrs. MARY ANN ROBERTS, Manager, Station WYZE,
" 1111 Boulevard, S.,E., at 3:04 p.m., on
4/19/68.

Mr. LARRY POLK, Owner of Station WYMNX,
507 N. Atlanta Road, Mariettia, at 4:15 p.m.,
4/19/68,

Cf;jz Atlanta

JPA:ovr
(2)

LT el
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OPIIONAL FORM NO. 16 30Ta-104
MAT 1741 EDITION
G3A GEN. REG, NO, 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :
" Memorandum

EACH RESIDENT AGENT DATE: 4/19/68

SAC, FRANX V, HITT
sdwscr:f MURKIN

RE: CONTACT WITH NGWS MEDIA

Each Resident Agent has been furnished the full
phy51ca1 description of subject ERIC STARVO GALT, photographs
depicting GALT with eyes opened and closed and also copies
of press releases received from the Bureau concerning the
‘assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. and the events
following that incident,

Each Resident Agent is requested to contact all
news media within your respective territory, supply them :
with copies of the press releases; however, no other information
other than is contained in the press releases is to be furnished,

and you should continue to maintain a "po comment" attitude
toward the news media.

LEADS . o L
Each Res1dent Agent immediately furnish above

information to all news media, including television,
radio and local newspapers,

@

44-2386

SAC

B3AC

#3 Supv,

#4 Supv.

#3 Supv, .

~ EACH RESIDENT AGENT (Copy of News Release attached)
R lcc ’

AHHHHHHH

-—--z"""

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Plegse Refer 2o
File No. .

|

!
1

UQQ'ED STATES DEPARTMENT Ol’bo‘f‘lCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgia
April 19, 1968

NEWS RELEASE .

Attorney General Ramsey Clark announced today

that thB FBI has identifled James Earl Ray, an escapee

_:from the Missouri State Penitentiary, as Eric Starvo

‘Galt against whom a Federal complaint was filed last

"Wednesday in connection Wlth the fatal shootlng of the

Reverend Dr., Martin Luther Klng, Jr._

" FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said that a sys-
tematic and exhausflve search of latent fingerprints
uncovered in the Dr, King case against the fingerprints
of the over fiftythree thousand persdns for ﬁhOm "Wanted
Not;ces" bave been posted in the files of the FBl's
Identification Division led to the determination that Galt
ané Ray are identical, _ o

.Mr: Hoover said that Ray,_who is forty years
of age, was reported missing from tte Hlssouri State
Peniténtlgry at Jefferson City, Missourl since April 23,
1967; He bhad been receiveé at that insfitutlon on March 17,
in St. Louis for Armed Robbery and for Operating a motor

vehlcle w1thout perm1551on of the owner.
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i63-to 174lﬁounds. He has‘blueleyés and brown hair.v There
#5 a small scar on the center of his fo;ehead and a sear
c‘Tn the palm of his right hand, |
k_ :. Ray has claimed ihat he attended school through
t#eiéenth grade-in Alton, Illinois. He has had the
;éﬁﬁ%ation of - being a ”drifter” since leavfng school;
' ﬁis vocational experience includés working as a baker,
’ laborer-apd color matcher.
In connection with his escape from the Nissouri

Sfate Penitentiary, an FBI complaint was fi1ed7in Jefferson
City, Missouri onm July 20, 1967, charging Ray with
unlawfully fieeing from the State of Missouri to avoid
confineﬁent. He has been a Federal fugitive since then.,

| Ray sﬁould bé considered afméd and extremely
dangerous. Anyone having information concerning him
should immediately contact FBI Headquarters in Washington,

D. C., or the nearest FBI Office,
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© SAG (44-2386) _ 14/22/68 -
SUPV. CHARLES S. HARDING =

s _
- - CR _
-+ {00: MEMPHIS)

g On 4/2%/68, HUGH PARK, columnist, “Atlanta
_Conatitution™, telephonically inquired if he could be
furnished the number of compliaints this office had
reeelved concerning people who look like Subject RAY,
He was advised that this information was not avallable,
but that the number was cousideradble. Mr. PARK then
askeqd if this office had any comment to make concerning
the rumor that BAY may be dead now as the resulds of
either assassinabtion or sulcide. FHe was advised that
“fthls office had no commant o make other than the
Information furnlshed in the two press releases nmade.

(;g~ Atlanba -
?:r;}b
(2 |
f
f/b

WARCRED _ o s p

© LERpALEEED
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QPTIONAL mlh‘!’}lo m .

MAY 1082 £OITION 'I'
034 GEN, uoq; wo. g

UNITED S[FATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum |
sac (Bh-2386) ) | . b/22/68

W10-104

' SUPV. CHARLES S. HARDING

SUBJECT: H
) ; MURKTN

CR
- {00: MEMPHIS)

i . JACK NEISON, Southeastern Bureau, "Los Angeles
Times“, telephonically contacted the writer on 4/20 and
21/68, to inqulre about any additional information we had
on the location of RAY. In each instance, Mr, NEISON was
advised Atlanta had no further comment te make other than
was set forth in the two press releases.

Mr. NELSON stated that he thought the two press
releases furnished by the Bureau were very informative, were
excellent as a news gource, and that by furnishing him copies
of these releases expeditiouzsly as we had done was of great
assisfance to him in carrying forth his responsibllities,

He stated 1n each lnstance he was able to inform his parent
newspaper Iln Los Angeles of the contents of the press relecases
which had not yet been received in Los Angeles. He expressed
great appreciation for this office making the releases avall-
able 1n an expeditious manner.

(é}L Atlanta
SH:rjb
(2) ﬂf& N | _ %?lﬁj%

——— .
AARCHED SindetED
SeSRIALZED sy

AN ey {.:t,j\—‘

—

AN Ly e LI
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‘-j;;sac, ATLANTA (4&-2386)
LT
sA” PAUL LEE MILﬁER

AR i AIN"e '

* on 4/17/68, at” 6 15 p.m., SA PAUL LEE MILLER °

{delivered an authorized press release to RODNEY FORD, e
‘Radio Engineer, for WLTA: - FM, 94# Gordon Street, S. H.,'

',Atlanta, Georgia.

" Also on H/iT/BS, SA MILEER delivered the same
auth@rized ‘pregs release to DON' JOHNSON, ‘Ahnouncer and

. 8ales Manager, for WIJH, 4146 Deodson Drive, East Palnﬁ,. ;.”

“Gg. -This was aceepted by Mp. JOHNSON at 6:50 p.m. ..

S and 1mmediately put contents cf news: release on thie air.

2-Atlants
PLM:bje
(2)
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SAC (44-2386) | . h/23/68

- SUPV. CHARLES S, HARDING

MURKIN

On the afternoon of 4/23/68, I received a call
from BILL FREDERICI, reporter for bthe"New York Daily News™,
New York. He Iingulred aboub the status of our investliga~
%lon., I advised him I could make no comment concerning
the investigation other than was In the two prees releases
previousliy made,

¥Mr. FREDERICY then stated that he has never seen
such inacourate reportlng as has been done by Hhe United
Press International (UPI). He stated that HANK LIEFERMAN,
head of the Southeastern Bureau for UPL in Atlanta, has
come out with some "fPfantastie” statements and that LIEFERMAN
has been a problem to his newspaper.

2 - Ablanta
CS8H:rjb
(2) .
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R VLIRS, A8 L D el
" 'SA.BEENAHD. R, ‘BERRY .

CowmRIN s o

Re SAC neno dated 4/19/68, contact with news ned:l.a.
: -.On 4/22/68 the :Eollmling were contacted and :Eurnished
1ntornation contained 1n news releasaa- i P e
B s HARK PACE Editor, Dalton naily Citizen- _
. GEORGE BUHCH owner, E].l:l.jay Tmes-coumier,f:".' o
':FRED HACKNE'!, owner, Blue Ridga Gentennial";
©UBLP mm., Editor, ‘i'falker Co. l{essenger, S
e nmm BAGLE!‘, 01rcu1ation uanager, ‘Dade’ cb. ’
.HIKE IDDD, station nanager, WRGD, Dalton-
B -'_Jnon'r LLOYD, cmner, w'n::c, Dalton. :

@/)Atlanta
BRB/hjm IR
27
YN

ﬁﬂ_}ﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂ%rlﬂﬂh@ﬂ—-—— : ', . o
SEIMyED S EHED) s
:_.E j’»p A Ysz{i'

k:Bl-——Aluwf\iA
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SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)  4/24/68

SA JACK B, SIMPSON
_ MURKIN
RE: PRESS 'RELEASE" 4/19/68

KEELEZR BC CARTNEY was given release at Ccmstitut:.on
2:35 PM,, 4/19/68, -

- HARRY MNURPHY, Journal wus given release as GANES
was out, 2:41 P.M,, 4/3.9/68.

. HC C&RTNEY advised he wa: 1d notify GAINES and Bee
that GAINES saw release this date. :

At 2:53 P l! release put in dooxr mail slot o:E
Los Angeles szes as NELSON not in and office locked.
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SAC, ATLANTA  (44=-2386) (P) 4/25/68

SA JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN
MURKIN

On April 19, 1968, SA JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN
delivered prese release dated April 19, 1968, to
the following: '

Name Time .- "Station Address

WADE MEDLOCK 2:51 p.m.,  WGST 165 8th Street, N#
JIM ROBINSON 3:00 p.m.  WKLS 1655 Deachtree St., NE
BOB NEAL : 3:17 p.m. WQXI 2970 Peachtree Rd., NE
BILL BUCKNER 3:44 p.m.  Chennel 11 1113 W. Peachtree St.

JACKIE BERRY 4:10 p.m. WOUN 217 W. Ponce de Leon,
. Decatur, Georgia

2 - Atlanta
JID:els
(2)
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